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APOLOGY. 


Our  personal  friends  know  that  we  are  entitled  to  indiih 
gent  consideratioii  and  criticism,  because  of  the  circumstances 
affecting  us  while  preparing  much  of  this  work. 

To  others,  we  sav  that,  as  we  correct  our  proof-sheet.s,  we 
discover  the  omission  of  the  names  of  perhaps  twenty  suf- 
ferers by  the  Indian  wars  here ; as  also  of  several  incidents, 
which  we  had  intended  to  introduce  into  our  narrative. 

We  must  also  admit  that  very  recently  some  information 
has  reached  us,  which  we  should  have  been  pleased  to  have 
used  in  appropriate  time  and  place ; and  that  we  are  aware  of 
the  existence  of  some  manuscripts  and  documents,  (but  to 
which  access  could  not  now  be  had,)  by  which  a few  of  our 
statements  might  have  been  extended  or  slightly  modified. 

We  know  of  nothing,  however,  to  cause  us  to  doubt  the 
general  accuracy  of  our  narration.  We  have  something  more 
in  confirmation  and  illustration..  A future  day  and  induce- 
ments may,  or  may  not,  call  for  these.  A volume  of  Biogra- 
phies can  readily  be  prepared. 

A few  paragraphs  appear  in  the  body  of  our  work  which 
should  have  been  omitted,  or  inserted  as  notes. 

This  is  the  extent  of  our  apology. 
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r RE  PACE. 


Uncertain  of  our  footing,  we  pause : discerning  not  all 
our  surroundings,  doubtful  width er  a step  will  lead,  we  ask, 
‘‘Shall  we  go  forward?”  In  the  “palpable  obscure”  vv'o 
stand:  no  pathway  is  discernible;  no  human,  guiding  voice 
is  heard ; no  helping  hand  is  felt.  Our  first  step  is  into  the 
wilderness  and  gloom.  Ho  pillar  of  fire  opens  and  defends 
the  wav:  silence  reigns.  ' ' 

In  unknown  ages  the  heathen  were  here ; these  wild  woods 
were  once  inhabited,  or  the  race  of  man  was  before  these 
forests.  The  bones  of  thousands  rest  beneath  the  very  roots 
of  our  gigantic  oaks.  Here  are  the  cemeteries  of  old,  “ the 
treasures  of  darkness,”  the  sleep  of  a lost  race.  “The  dead 
know  not  any  thing,”  “they  tell  no  tales,”  their  voice  is 
hushed,  their  “light  is  as  darkness,  as  darkness  itself.” 

“J/ors  veritatem  in  prof  undo  abstrusit.'” 

Dark  ages  close  up  the  vision ; death  reigns. 

But  again  the  living  are  here ; tumuli  and  earth-works  are 
throuschout  the  land.  But  when  came  the  one,  or  wherefore 
the  others,  none  can  tell.  Our  cpiestions  obtain  answers 
obscure  as  those  given  by  the  pyramids  and  their  builders. 
And  yet  we  hear  no  utterance — 

“Procul,  o procul  este,  profani." 

Taiehras  intramus^  and  pray  and  look  for  flashes  and  streaks 
of  light  and  coming  dawn,  as  we  venture  cautiously  to 
gather  up  some  relics  of  the  past. 

AVe  go  out  with  the  hunters,  we  lodge  in  the  rank  grass, 
we  kindle  our  camp-lires  at  the  foot  of  the  venerable  tree,  we 
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PREFACE. 


herd  Tvith  the  wild  heasts,  we  fight  with  the  wild  Indians. 
“The  battle  of  life”  hath  many  blows  and  phases — retreat 
is  made  impossible.  AVliether  “the  wolf  be  at  oiir  back,  or 
a precipice  at  our  feet,”  the  impulse  and  command  is,  “Go 
forward.” 

Wq  tread  in  the  trail  of  the  buffiilo,  we  find  their  haunts 
— “the  waters  which  they  love;”  and  here  we  supply  our 
table,  and  refit  our  wardrobe.  TV^e  gaze  upon  the  grandeur 
of  the  mountains,  we  admire  the  beauty  of  the  plains,  and 
we  spy  out  the  richness  of  the  valleys.  AVe  discover  places 
suitable  for  farms,  and  cities,  and  lovely  homes.  The  moun- 
tain barriers  are  passed,  the  uplands  are  exjdored,  the  low- 
lands “plotted  out.” 

Here  are  places  for  habitation.  Tke  cut  down  the  cane, 
we  deaden  the  forests,  open  our  grounds,  cast  round  the  rude 
fence,  build  up  the  log-hut,  construct  the  wood-fort,  plant  the 
sharp  palisades,  and  fancy  ourselves  secure — that  “every  man 
may  dwell  safely  under  his  wine,  and  under  his  fig  tree.” 

TTill  this  be  so  ? Can  such  a hope  l)e  realized  ? "Will  no 
storms  desolate  this  land  ? 

Here  are  defences — proofs  of  doubtful  safety ; here  are 
arms — threatening  or  apprehending  war.  There  stand  the 
sentinels  upon  the  look-out  stations;  yonder  go  the  rangers, 
scouting  through  the  woods ; spies  tread  stealthily  in  the 
cane,  or  dodge  from  tree  to  tree.  The  tangled  brush  is  a 
covert  for  some  foe.  The  grand  old  oak  serves  for  defence 
or  place  of  assault. 

This  is  an  enemy’s  country;  on  every  side  are  piercing 
eyes,  and  weapons  uplifted  for  the  slaughter.  'Who  can  elude 
or  foil  weapons  in  the  dark  ? Can  such  foes  be  pacified  ? 
Heed  we  ask,  “Will  they  give  their  sons  and  their  daughters 
for  men-servants  and  maid-servants?”  Wild  beasts  domesti- 
cated ! Shall  Saxon  blood  and  the  blood  of  savages  course 
freely  and  healthily  in  the  same  veins?  Or  is  this  the  decree 
which  has  gone  forth:  “Drive  ye  out  the  heathen;  go  ye  in 
and  possess  the  laud?” 

It  cannot  be  without  a struggle.  Distant  thunder  is  hoard, 
the  heavens  gather  blackness,  the  storm  bursts  in  fury  ; there 


rr 

:I  Wit?  ijib  hlrn  (nUt  ifjrw  fiiiv J 

— t.'>amki  iijft*'.  ertf^Ut  tfkif  ‘lo  ol^iW  oi(T*^ 

ruo  iu  *>{J  ‘tt'tvf  'fjtiil5/j(ii’//‘  .4^‘idi««o<[<iii  eBem  M 

fi  Isimmntoj  1‘ini  oHt  mo  €»t>fqb&n|^ii 

".BlfiTTlOl 

•’hfft  Lifrt  5/7  t^Nl/iliud  lo  Limi  »jTi  m oVI 

l)ii«  Dvof  7js>fi1  rf^kiw  axf^*'-— 

i/Jj  fioqa  oW  .aU'Kfci^V/ huis 

d»:iq  »/fj  *^o  vjiwiOJ  :>di  ow,  ,«qurtiKK)ni  adi  lo 

fjT/r  *^V;^U7,8/{j  “^to  4&0  5W 

'^k'H  ^s-Mtn'*4  'A‘.no[-hm  iidSif  id<-1*«tiii4|?  • t|^^_  * 

d-7  ,ijy44‘.|<pa  ou;  4»ba4j'q#r^0j[i'^  J.»asi:SAq.  .e^hn/id  u.mt, 

rdt  irn  riol  579H 

ih  <HX;«0O‘jw  7»o  jnW>ft5f/aw 

if  I ^^M’^dM>o/7  i^ih  ^9oml 

rjy^  ^s^|>>selfiiq'  qTjRifa.  V 

i»n  AWT4Mr'5jJ>i'm  jf0;r7 
T t i>M3il£  jT  o^.f  aqoit  a 

pomla 


Oil  ;*(i^^'’  fii'fXdijc»T>  Jo  ^%r*  tnt»M  « 

i ni ' 970  dT  -‘1 L'  77  , •3£,mXuj;#^’i!i'f|qft ' ' — a rtrstt 

odro-;^  7^i^nox  ^^iro-:^qcd' Oifl  /ii,oifi^ao« 

YiiihiaKds  li^vi] ’^^i<|l  ; lj30oV7  {ffj  :^mf.f$m]S^ 

'ind  r>i»l;^nni  ojfT  .o.al.t  70  ,&;iiiSi> 


loi  feoru?.  Wo  odT 


4:i<d  OfOO®  WJ  ^79700 


'io  aa^lq  io 

iq  O'fo  ofil?  ■ '^5U>T0  iJ-O  TC'* ’ ei  ' 

Mi5  oi.rx-^  .79^d'*^y,-iM^vd7f^  aoioqjsaw  hm  ,Ro^a: 

ji-'j  .ad  c'xJi  dona  |ioi«  io 

f«fi£i  wJi  Ljju&  eitaa  ^<wi  a7?,i>d&Ti 

:*i)  LliT/"  tol 

r^nrjss  Xo  r»oofd  odt,;lw  Ibd^  ! 


f>o«^ 

;yiui  jai  siaiwii  ddir  ^ 

" . .Ti  ’ ''  -^ 


PREFACE. 


Til 


is  terror,  wasting,  and  desolation;  and  then,  the  storm  hath 
spent  its  fury,  the  shadows  are  over  and  gone.  And  now  the 
annalist,  the  sketcher,  and  the  antiquary  find  a field  wdiereon 
they  gather  much  for  admonition,  illustration,  and  gratitlcation. 

Hunters  and  exjilorers  have  been  here.  The  race  of 
pioneer  settlers  is  ‘Avestwmrd-bonnd.”  A conquering,  all- 
conquering  race  are  these.  Forests  and  foes  they  dread  not, 
but  hasten  to  subdue  them  both ; danger  and  toil  they  esteem 
as  pleasure.  They  come  to  test  mental  and  physical  endur- 
ance; and  these  by  watchfulness*  privation,  and  hardship. 
These  are  the  virtues  to  be  tried,  the  lessons  to  be  learned,  the 
experiences  to  be  endured. 

They  must  be  wuse  and  great  men  who  can  find  pleasure  in 
these,  and  from  much  real  evil  educe  great  and  lasting  good. 
This  is  an  art  divine  ; dull  minds  can  never  learn  it,  the  vul- 
gar never  appreciate  it,  the  listless  and  the  weak  can  never 
practice  it. 

Summa  i^erfecUo  virtutis — this  consummation  of  dignity 
springs  not  from  sordid  souls ; graces  not  the  vile  and  profli- 
gate : “it  rejoices  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoicetli  in  the  truth,” 
in  noble  sentiments  and  noble  deeds.  “These  defile  not  the 
man.”  To  have  in  view  some  great  aim,  and  press  toward 
it ; to  encounter  obstacles  and  overcome  them ; to  know  tlie 
path  of  duty,  and  steadily  pursue  it,  is  not  a wisdom  or  a favor 
granted  to  ail  men. 

It  is,  Deo  juvante,  by  the  smile  of  Heaven. 

Pioneers  on  the  AYatauga  and  Sewanee*  had  their  trials, 
and  proved  themselves  rich  in  virtues.  Like,  gold  in  the 
alembic,  they  passed  the  refiner’s  fire,  leaving  the  dro-s  in 
deposit  or  cast  away.  The  leaders  were  in  the  cupel  for  a 
life-time;  others  were  called  to  a fellowship  in  suflering. 

And  now,  it  is  to  the  consideration  of  such  times,  such  per- 
sons, and  such  sufierings,  that  our  attention  is  directed. 

Our  immediate  forefathers  w'ere  these  adventurers.  Xot 
long  have  they  slept  in  the  dust  of  death.  The  man  of  three- 
score years  and  ten  was  a lad  wdien  perilous  times  w^ere  here. 
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The  octogenarian  lived  throngli  the  fifteen  years  of  murder- 
ous vrarhire,  and  may  have  fought  at  Xickojack  and  Running 
■\Vater.  . 

The  living  have  seen  Tucalatagoo  and  !McGillivray,  the 
great  men  of  the  Creeks : Ocon-os-to-ta.  Eskaqua,  and 
Atta-culla-culla,  of  the  Cherokecs  ; Piomingo  and  Chin-nuhhe, 
of  the  Cliickasaws. 

Their  chiefs,  their  descendants,  and  their  nations,  have 
passed  away.  So  will  all  earthly  greatness  and  sublunary 
glory — % 

O t/ 

“ So  die  the  waves  along  the  shore.” 

The  ocean  cannot  always  rest ; it  heaves  and  surges  high, 
then  billows  rise.  Vessels  richly  freighted  and  wisely  helmed, 
or  goods,  ^^jetson  or  tlotson,”  may  be  borne  to  a destined 
harbor,  or  to  an  unknown  shore. 

Life  and  mind  are  yet  more  restless  and  urgent.  Races  from 
anotlier  continent  are  here.  They  possess  this  land,  and  no 
ebb-tide  can  take  them  hence : The  bow  in  the  cloud  is  set,  and 

the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a flood  to  destroy  all  flesh.” 

From  England  and  Ireland,  from  France  and  from  Ger- 
many, the  living  have  come.  They  came  to  change  the  face 
of  nature  ; to  make  these  lands  yield  their  increase,  these 
streams  serviceable  to  commerce : they  came  to  plant,  and 
build,  and  beautify.  Dwellings  for  domestic  happiness  ; tem- 
ples with  devout  worshippers  ; institutions  of  learning ; homes 
of  charity;  places  of  art  and  mart — farms,  and  towns,  and 
cities,  are  throughout  the  land. 

Society  is  here,  religion  is  here ; intelligence  and  industry 
are  here.  The  mind  and  energy  of  another  people  control 
the  elements  of  nature,  and  produce  these  changes.  The 
consummation  is  not  yet;  the  future  is  not  all  in  view;  mor- 
tal ken  cannot  [)iorce  to  the  utmost  limit.  Perfection,  the 
acme  of  eftbrt  and  desire,  like  the  ultimate  glory,  shall  only 
be  “ hereafter.” 

But  what  are  the  influences  now  at  work;  what  the  attain- 
ments already  made ; what  the  tendency,  and  what  the  o[)0n- 
ing  prospect?  These  are  questions  for  the  divine,  the 
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historian,  the  philosopher,  and  the  statesman.  But  wlio  can 
count  them  all,  estimate  their  forces,  detect  their  combina- 
tions, and  declare  their  results  in  the  undiscovered  future  ? 
Here  again  we  approach  the  ‘^palpable  obscure.”  "We  know 
not  what  shall  be  hereafter. 

But  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  touch  each  othor. 
The  record  of  the  past  is  not  all  obliterated ; current  events 
are  tangible  ; the  future  is  foretold,  or  in  inferential  sequences. 
The  same  light  shines  upon  them  all,  but  we  look  at  them 
through  different  mediums.  In  every  existing  object  or  condi- 
tion we  easily  find  some  relation  and  connection  to  the  past. 
It  gives  pleasure  in  our  researches  when  we  discover  in  any 
community  the  elements  essential  to  improvement ; the  moral 
principles,  the  religious  sentiments,  and  the  intellectual  vigor, 
which  are  sure  to  elevate  and  refine. 

To  find  these  in  the  earliest  settlements  made  in  the  forests, 
among  savages  and  wild  beasts,  (and  in  despite  of  these,  and 
all  other  hindrances,)  is  interesting  and  gratitying  to  the 
student  of  American  history.  We  have  originated,  developed, 
and  improved;  but  we  have  not  been  wholly  independent  and 
original.  We  are  glad  when  we  trace  in  the  best  principles 
and  best  lives  in  our  own  day,  strong  alliances  to  the  wise,  the 
good,  and  the  great  of  the  past,  whom  we  may  well  venerate 
and  admire.  Such  traceries  run  back  to  our  ancestors  on  this 
continent,  and  even  into  the  dark  ages  upon  another. 

"We  believe  that  life  is  immortal;  that  truth  communicated 
to  that  life  is  sempiternal.  We  admit  that  the  elements  of 
light  and  knowledge  may  be  neglected  and  obscured,  but  are 
indestructible ; that  the  utmost  infiuence  of  these  principles 
is  not  felt  or  limited  to  any  one  generation ; ‘that  the  past,  tlie 
present,  and  the  future  constitute  (not  only  in  the  Divine 
mind)  an  ever-present  moment — an  eternal  rb  -ap6v — but  to 
all  the  race  of  man,  an  unbroken  series  of  interesting  and 
instructive  relations. 

We,  indeed,  know  not  who,  of  all  their  countless  descend- 
ants, bears  most  resemblance  to  ‘‘the  original  pair  in  Eden:'’ 
but  we  do  all  retain,  more  or  less,  the  fonn  and  features  of 
our  more  immediate  progenitors.  Tiiese  identities  or  resem- 
blances are  not  altogether  physical;  there  are  mental,  if  not 
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moral,  idiosyncrasies : none  of  tliem  are  fortuitous.  Sucli 
peculiarities  may  be  traced  in  races,  in  nations,  in  communi- 
ties, in  families  ; and  they  have  been  wisely  ordered  by  the 
Maker  of  us  all.” 

The  recoa’iiition  of  these  resemblances  and  affinities 
strengthens  our  faith  in  the  Divine  Author,  and  furnishes 
additional  incentive  to  adhere  to,  cultivate,  and  practice, 
whatsoever  is  lovely  and  of  good  report” — whatsoever  dig- 
nities and  refines  our  nature,  whatsoever  relieves  and  com- 
forts our  fellow-creatures,  and  exempts  from  the  reproach  of 
beini?  ‘Dvorse  than  an  infidel.” 

In  our  day,  we  occupy  a field  for  operations  of  large 
extent.  MTaatsoever  line  of  operations  we  would  pursue, 
there  is  scarcely  a boundary  defined  and  impassable.  Intel- 
lectual and  religious  influences  impel  to  expansion,  advance, 
and  aggression.  These  forces  are  not  now  first  brought  into 
use ; these  influences  and  impulses  are  not  of  recent  origin. 
"We  can  trace  them  back,  not  only  to  ancestors,  who,  four- 
score years  ago,  thrust  themselves  into  the  wild  woods  here ; 
but  through  them,  and  their  ancestors  and  institutions,  go 
into  the  centuries  of  olden  time,  and  toward  the  fountain  of 
thought,  and  sentiment,  and  power. . 

The  knowledge  Vvhich  Adam  possessed  did  not  die  vith 
him.  The  sit  lax!''  which  ushered  in  the  dawn  of  the  first 
day  to  our  world,  was  not  exhaustive.  The  power  of  know- 
ledge,” and  the  ‘ffibrce  of  light” — intellectual  and  natural — 
have  continued,  and  will  endure. 

There  is,  indeed,  a learning,  ‘^too  much  of  which  may 
make  mad ;”  and  there  may  be  a rash  exposure  of  man’s  brain 
to  a Altai  sun-stroke ; yet  the  author  of  the  one  and  the  other 
force,  did  not  originate  and  send  them  forth  solely  to  annoy 
and  destroy. 

^lost  men  have  aliquid  dediscendum — something  to  be 
unlearned — ‘Ainprotitable  attainments;”  and  yet  to  such 
there  is  often  a very  ob.-tinate  and  perverse  adherence.  These 
may  be  zealously  inculeated,  disseminated,  transmitted,  and 
obstruct  progress  in  the  right  direction;  may  tend  to  abase- 
ment, and  not  to  elevation. 

Happy,  therefore,  arc  they  (as  we  have  already  remarked) 
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^vllO  are  in  contact  witli  good  influences  surrounding  tliem, 
and  in  tlie  enjoyment  of  strong  impulses,  from  ancestors  and 
predecessors,  bearing  onward  and  upward.  We  are  in  such  a 
case : qucestam  face.  It  behooves  us  to  profit  by  such  good 
examples. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  the  War  of  the  Eevolutiou',  and  near 
its  darkest  day,  that  emigrants  came  to  the  Cumberland. 
Tliey  made  not  this  move  to  expatriate  themselves ; they  had 
fought,  and  would  not  yield  to  the  common  enemy.  They 
came  not  here  to  avoid  the  duties  or  burdens  of  faithful  citi- 
zens, or  because  they  were  inditferent  to  the  struggle  in  which 
their  dearest  friends  were  engaged. 

There  was  a combination  of  strong  influences  impelling  to 
this  emigration.  To  secure  this  vast  extent  of  countr}*  they 
came.  Here  they  endured  the  extreme  of  peril  and  suffering: 
and  here  they  rejoiced  when  the  great  result  was  known. 
But  their  own  triumph,  safety,  and  peace,  came  not  so  soon 
as  to  citizens  ‘‘in  the  States.”  Their  toils  and  sufferings 
continued  for  ten  years  after  the  acknowledgment  of  Inde- 
pendence. Then  there  were  added  ten  or  more  years  of 
temptations,  privations,  and  conspiracies,  instigated  by  less 
savage  but  more  crafty  foes — Spanish,  French,  and  English, 
and  a few  mistaken,  disappointed,  or  ambitious,  but  unwortliy 
Americans.  And  yet  it  must  be  said,  to  the  praise  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  they  were  honest  and  patriotic — 
ingrained  democrats. 

Indeed,  wm  are  disposed  to  abate  very  much  from  the 
harsh  and  denunciatory  language  of  former  year's.  It  is  the 
fate  and  province  of  some  men  to  be  throvvm  far  ahead  of  the 
very  “shadows  of  coming  events.”  The  great  mass  may  follow 
leisurely  and  lazily,  or  may  come  like  the  resistless  food. 

To  encounter  dangers,  hardships,  and  losses,  was  “ the  mani- 
fest destiny”  of  the  early  settlers.  They  expected  nothing  else, 
nothing  loss.  They  would  have  been  disappointed  had  their 
career  and  trials  been  other  than  they  were.  They  looked  for 
savage  Indians;  for  wild  beasts;  scanty,  rough  fare;  for 
watchings  and  workings,  as  the  thousands  of  emigrants  of  our 
day  eagerly  search  for  gold  on  tlic  raciiic  shores. 
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The  men  and  the  times  came  together;  v/ere  partly  pro- 
ductive of  each  other;  yet  not  wholly  so;  for  we  hold  that  it 
is  as  true  in  providence  as  in  morals,  in  nature  as  in  grace, 
that  there  are  no  results  without  causes;  that  the  events  and 
the  men  of  our  day  are  in  covert  or  in  manifest  alliance  with 
those  which  have  preceded ; as  well  as  in  actual  and  moment- 
ary contact  with  passing  events.  The  occurrences  of  life,  like 
the  succession  of  beings,  form  continuous  chains — not  separate, 
disconnected  links;  nor  even  united  in  two  distinct  cliains, 
which  have  no  contact  with  and  no  influence  upon  each 
other.  They  each  and  all  occur,  appear  and  disappear,  by 
ordination  of  the  Great  Governor  of  the  material  and  imma- 
terial world — of  matter  and  of  mind.  They  have  their  signi- 
fication, their  connection,  influence,  end.  Theu  utter  their  voices. 
Is  it  not  as  philosophically  true  that  events  have  signification, 
and  teach  their  inaudible  meanings,  as  to  say,  ^^Jlen  speak!'' 
Bo  not 

“Acts  speak  louder  than  words  ?” 

“Day  unto  day  iittcreth  speech.” 

The  sweet  singer  of  Israel  announced  the  sentiment  we  hold. 
He  gathered  up  the  events  of  many  generations,  and,  in  words 
of  beautiful  simplicity,  reiterated  the  lessons  of  God’s  provi- 
dence : Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth,  and 

their  words  to  the  end  of  the  world.”  Such  a line  (impulse, 
influence,  pur[h.)se)  there  is — continuous  from  the  beginning 
— bringing  down  intelligence,  sentiment,  principle,  example, 
from  before  the  flood,”  through  the  middle  and  dark  ages, 
amidst  the  revolutions  of  kingdoms,  the  convulsions  and 
desolations  of  the  earth.  This  is  history  ! And  this  shall  con- 
tinue and  transmit  words  and  deeds,  with  signification,  down 
to  the 

“Last  syllable  of  recorded  time.” 

The  light  and  influence  of  the  sun  were  not  designed  to  be 
seen  and  felt  in  that  orb  alone.  Relation  and  influence  are 
laws  operative  throughout  the  planetary  system.  So  in  other 
systmns.  It,  ‘-in  the  course  of  human  events,”  one  and 
another  individual  is  brought  out  of  darkness  and  obscurity. 
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it  13  not  that  he  may  rim  alone,  or  without  spectators,  or  with- 
out a goal,  nor  yet  without  his  guerdon.  They  all  have  their 
spheres,  their  relations,  and  their  sequences. 

It  is  the  pleasure  of  the  student  to  examine  these  in  their 
inception,  nature,  hearings,  and  results ; and  of  the  historian 
to  present  all  these  features  in  one  condensed.  Vet  appro- 
priately Illustrated  and  luminous  panorama. 

The  lessons  of  history  have  their  ‘‘inspiration,”  and  are  full 
of  proiitahle  teaching.  The  prudent  and  the  wise  will  listen, 
reflect,  and  learn. 

"We  need  to  hear  the  voices  from  the  dead.  The  leading 
events  of  a nation  and  of  a century  are  within  the  grasp  of 
common  minds ; hut  we  may  all  he  pardoned  for  a strong 
desire  to  possess  reliable  information  of  the  thousand  “ com- 
mon occurrences”  among  the  people  who  have  passed 

on  before  us.” 

It  is  a duty  to  study  the  lives  and  times  of  immediate  pre- 
decessors ; and  this,  whether  there  may  he  reason  to  he 
proud  or  ashamed  of  them.  The  fame  of  our  public  men, 
the  good  name  of  our  people,  the  character  and  worth  of  our 
institutions,  civil,  literary,  benevolent,  and  religious,  is 
involved  in  this  question  of  history. 

The  character  of  our  State,  high  and  illustrious  as  it  un- 
questionably is,  demands  attention  to  the  men  and  their  deeds 
— to  the  principles  and  the  tendencies  which  constitute  the 
very  elements  of  that  reputation.  True,  we  have  a distin- 
guished position  politically  and  otherwise.  We  think  sutfl- 
ciently  well  of  ourselves,  and  are  quite  favorably  regarded 
by  others.  Yet  there  are  items  of  information  not  gene- 
rally known,  even  here  at  home,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served and  communicated.  There  are  “baskets  full  of  scraps, 
which  ought  to  be  gathered  up,  that  nothing  be  lost.”  In 
this  we  have  been  engaged  for  a few  months;  of  course,  our 
collection  consists  chiefly  of  broken  pieces — many  bones — but 
with  sufficient  meat  for  a tolerable  repast  to  one  who  is  hun- 
gry, and  not  too  dainty. 

Our  children,  and  children’s  children,  and  all  the  children 
of  worthy  people,  will  delight  to  read  the  history  and  biogra- 
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pliies  of  such  times  and  ancestors  as  distinguished  the  last 
quarter  of  the  last  centuiy  in  xVmerica.  The  occurrences  in 
our  early  history  here  (limited  in  its  theatre  and  its  actors  as 
it  was)  are  pregnant  with  that  which  is  curious  and  interest- 
ine::  it  is  strane:er  than  fiction” — it  is  better  than  apolo2:ue. 

It  is  not  only  “philosophy  teaching  by  example,”  but 
example  inculcating  and  enforcing  the  best  lessons  of  a sound 
philosophy. 

Here  is  one  fact,  a truth,  which  conducts  us  up  to  a very 
distinguished  source  of  favor;  and,  whether  their  immediate 
successors  acknowledge  it  or  not,  it  certainly  is  true,  that  our 
pioneer  fathers  did  gratefully  acknowledge  it.  ’Tis  this:  they 
“got  not  this  goodly  land  by  their  own  righteousness,  but 
by  the  hivor  of  the  Lord  and  his  mighty  arm.”  This  is  his- 
torically and  religiously  true. 

Their  spirit  and  character  were,  to  a needed  extent,  con- 
formed to  and  influenced  hj  the  exigencies  and  events  of  the 
times;  but  they  also,  in  some  degree,  moulded  and  directed 
those  events.  And  yet,  in  all,  they  publicly,  and  by  record, 
acknowledged  a “Divine  Providence.”  If  any  of  their 
descendants  discard  this  salutary  and  sustaining  doctrine,  we 
cannot  but  suggest  tliat  they  have  never  wisely  read  the  best 
words  in  Holy  AVrit,  nor  understood  the  lessons  of  history. 
We  certainly  have  felt  proud  so  often  to  meet  with  the  frank 
recognition  of  this  great  dogma.  We  should  be  unfaithful  to 
“the  truth  of  history,”  and  unjust  to  their  memories  and 
merits,  were  we  to  ignore  or  disguise  a fact  so  often  and  so 
prominently  presented  by  these  pioneer  settlers.  As  we  are 
pfleased  to  look  upon  riili  tracery  in  architecture,  so  mry  we, 
with  pleasure,  behold  in  Tennessee  character  and  institutions 
that  which  is  most  ornamental  and  valuable.  And  now  we 
say  that,  in  our  short  cha{»ter  of  history,  we  have  discovered 
well-known  features.  AVe  have  been  lookiiur  into  tlie  faces 
and  upon  the  fluans,  list‘ming  to  the  words  and  scrutinizing 
the  acts  of  our  own  parent-,  and  tlieir  neighbors  and  asso- 
ciates, (so  nearly  do  we  l*jel  identlfled,')  and  with  our  most 
impartial  eye  we  discern  mucli  for  admiration  and  imitation 
— though  some  things  for  warning  and  avoidance.  This  is 
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just  as  we  may  expect  it  will  be  with  tliose  wbo  shall  come 
after  ourselves. 

The  privilege  aud  duty  of  each  generation  is,  to  imitate 
and  perfect  whatsoever  is  virtuous  and  commendable,  and 
avoid  the  wrong  and  hurtful.  So  shall  we  best  and  most 
wisely  live  in  our  own  day,  and  perpetuate  oursclTes  and  our 
virtues  in  those  whom  we  love  and  leave. 

There  are  incidents,  notable  and  curious ; there  are  plots 
and  counter-plots ; there  are  alarms  and  troubles ; there  are 
fears  and  fightings  ; there  are  revolutions,  and  even  treasons ; 
there  are  outlawries  and  confiscations ; there  are  civil  and  re- 
ligious commotions;  there  are  political  and  belligerent  excite- 
ments and  conflicts. 

Evmry  age  has  them,  (unless  torpid  and  dying,)  and  will 
have  them,  until  that  consummation  when  truth,  and 
righteousness,  and  p^eace  shall  reign  triumphant,  and  no 
more  change  be  needed  or  desired.  And  this.  He  whose 
right  and  wisdom  it  is  will  hasten  in  his  own  time.  Fatina 
Icnte  is  his  law,  and  no  impatience  or  violence,  cavilling  or 
commentary,  on  man’s  part,  will  ever  change  or  improve  his 
purposes. 

Upon  the  limited  space  here  opened  in  ITSO,  the  actors 
came  out  in  full  character  and  costume.  But  they  liave  dis- 
appeared. The  curtain  is  still  uprolled,  though  the  dreunotis 
2)crsonm  have  dropped  from  off  the  stage.  The  theatre — the 
arena — is  still  occupied ; but  by  a new  set  of  dramatists,  who 
also  will  be  allowed  to  ‘‘strut  and  fret,”  and  act  their  brivf 
part,  and  then,  Exemit  omnes. 

RfAulce  in  rota  foriunce:  the  smaller  wheels  within  the  wlicH 
of  fortune,  are  but  parts  and  operations  of  one  pervading 
whole ; a providence  to  which  they  all  belong,  or  could  not 
at  all  exist.  Many  are  not  entitled  to  pariiculor  notice  ; while 
others,  however  small  and  seemingly  insignificant,  may,  trom 
tlieir  peculiar  structure,  position,  or  velocity  of  motion,  merit 
the  most  careful  examination  and  regard.  . 

The  historian  is  called  upon  to  cousi<Ier  and  explain  the 
connections,  forces,  operations,  and  results  of  much  of  this 
extensive  and  complicated  machinery.  AVith  its  movements 
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the  whole  human  family  is  concerned.  By  and  with  it, 
St.atcs,  families,  and  individuals  are  carried  forward  to  results 
devoutly  to  be  wislied,  or  sadly  to  be  deplored. 

Ill  the  preparation  of  this  volume,  we  have  usually  and 
sufheiently  indicated  the  sources  w^hence  our  information 
has  been  derived.  Tliat  we  have  had  access  to  some  original, 
valuable,  and  hitherto  unpublished  documents,  will  also  be 
evident  to  the  reader. 

We  could  have  made  use  of  many  oral  statements,  and  the 
rehearsal  of  colloquies,  which,  to  us,  have  been  interesting 
and, instructive.  A^e  have,  however,  refrained  from  inserting 
the  most  of  them,  lest  we  should  awake  distrust  as  to  the 
credibility  of  the  few. 

The  biographer  and  the  eulogist  identifies  himself  with  the 
person  and  deeds  he  commends.  But  by  other  ties  than 
these  are  we  interested  in  the  early  great  men  and  the  his- 
tory of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

Vlnciili  foil,  a cwlo  ad  caditm.  We  have  had  and  have  such 
cherished  ties — inheritances  from  the  past,  dear  alliances  of 
the  present — garnered  and  enriching  in  heaven.  These  ties 
are  not  sundered ; all  that  was  pure,  and  truthful,  and  lovely 
here,  is  brightened  and  kept  in  store  there. 

As  we  close  this  little  work,  though  our  heart  is  desolate 
and  fiimily  berea^■ed,  our  treasures  and  hopes  are  enhanced 
for  the  life  to  come.  AKe  have  a stronger  love  for  the  excel- 
lent of  earth,  and  the  pure  in  heaven. 

Alay  some  such  service  be  rendered  by  what  wm  now  tender 
to  the  posterity  of  a worthy  race,  and  for  the  perusal  of  all 
who  may  desire  to  find  excellences  in  the  lives  of  hardy 
pioneers,  equal  to  those  we  admire  in  the  living,  and  com- 
mend to  all  coming  rime.  A'irtues  and  beauty  are  heaven- 
born,  and,  when  they  cease  below,  reappear  in  their  native 
homo.  The  storin-doud  may  obscure  the  sun,  but  he  still 
abides  in  strength,,  dominion,  and  glory. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

1742—1774. 

The  purpose  which  we  wish  to  accomplish  to  give  a history  of  the 
early  settlements  in  31iddle  Tennessee. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  object,  we  shall  find  it  our  pleasure,  as  well 
as  essential  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  in  view,  to  present  the  acts  and 
characters,  the  manners  and  habits,  of  the  pioneers  and  early  stationers 
on  the  Cumberland  river. 

As  General  Robertson  was  the  recognized  leader  in  these  settlements, 
and  during  all  his  life  acted  a most  useful  and  distinguished  part.  here, 
we  deem  it  no  disparagement  to  others,  nor  more  than  due  to  him,  to  add 
his  name  in  the  title-page.  The  fact  is,  that  no  just  history  of  this 
section  of  country  could  be  given  without  presenting  him  at  the  head  of 
affairs ; nor  could  a faithful  biography  of  Robertson  be  written  which 
should  not,  at  the  same  time,  identify  him  with  all  that  is  intere.^ting  in 
the  events  which  transpired  here,  from  the  planting  of  corn  in  1770,  the 
planting  of  a colony  in  1780,  to  the  close  of  the  last  century. 

The  country  in  which  most  of  the  scenes  transpired  to  which  we  shall 
invite  attention  is  chiefly  embraced  in  the  present  counties  of  Davidson, 
Sunmcr,  Robertson,  and  Montgomery:  a country  of  rioh  land.'i,  and  then 
ot  unbroken  forests.  Prior  to  the  American  Revolution  it  was  almost 
unknown  to  the  white  people,  and,  until  the  emigration  of  the  Robertson 
party,  was  wholly  unoccupied,  unexplored,  and  untrodden  but  by 
wild  beasts.  These  were  in  count le.'^s  herds,  and  occtusionally  there  came 
the  wild  Indian  from  distant  tribes  to  kill  the  game. 
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Tile  nuiltitudinous  race  of  people  wliicli  some  centuries  ago  must  have 
possessed  these  lauds,  who  hiiiit  its  mounds,  cast  up  the  varied  and  inex- 
plicable earth-works,  and  whose  extensive  cemeteries,  with  their  thou- 
sands of  rude  stone  tombs  and  skeletons,  are  to  be  found  in  many  portions 
of  Middle  Tennessee,  had  disappeared  at  a date  and  by  such  causes  as 
none  can  now  determine. 

"We  would  gladly  make  researches  into  those  dark  ages,^^  but  what- 
ever steps  could  possibly  be  taken  in  the  right  direction  would  lead  fir 
beyond  the  appropriate  limits  of  our  history.  ^Ye  write  of  men  and 
deeds  whereof  we  have  records  and  yet  some  living  witnesses. 

The  charter  of  Carolina  included  all  of  this  region  of  country,  but 
until  the  period  at  which  the  ‘‘  stirring  events’’  of  our  history  commenced 
there  had  been  no  surveys  of  boundaries  undertaken  or  settlements  con- 
templated. A few  adventurous  hunters  had  indeed  followed  some  of  the 
traces  of  buftaloes  and  discovered  some  of  the  sulphur  springs.  James 
Robertson  came  as  a pioneer  settler. 

lie  was  born  m Brunswick  county,  Virginia,  June  28th,  1742,  and 
died  at  the  Chickasaw  Agency  (now  in  Yv^est  Tennessee)  September  1st, 
1814.  In  1825  his  remains  were  reinterred  at  Xasbville,  with  marked 
honors  by  the  citizens,  and  an  appropriate  eulogiuin  by  Judge  Haywood, 
the  earliest  historian  of  the  State. 

When  Kobertson  was  but  a youth,  his  parents  removed  and  settled  in 
Wake  county,  North  Carolina,  where  he  early  married  IMiss  Charlotte 
Reeves,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children — seven  sons  and  four  daughters.* 

We  hasten  to  bring  up  the  records  of  the  lives  of  those  parents,  and 
of  the  lives  of  others,  their  worthy  compeers,  co-laborers,  and  pioneers, 
that  the  living,  tlieir  descendants  and  friends,  may  affix  the  seal  of  truth 
and  approval  to  what  we  write,  and  the  ways  of  Providence  be  vindicated 
and  admired.  5Ce  pretend  not  to  do  full  justice  to  all,  but  we  claim  to 
do  injustice  to  none. 

Our  relation  will  set  forth  the  native  forests  and  the  wild  woods  as  the 
pioneers  found  them,  when,  by  the  introduction  of  the  woodman’s  axo 
and  the  farmer’s  plough,  the  changes  began  which  have  resulted  in  the 
great  improvements  wo  now  behold  in  city,  town,  and  country. 

The  perils,  hardships,  and  sufferings  endured  by  the  first  settlers  on 
the  Cumberland  would  bo  deemed  fabulous  by  many  persons  born  and 

* Two  sons  wore  killed  by  the  Indians,  cue  danghtev  died  at  two  years  of  age  : 
four  children,  two  sous  and  two  daughters,  yet  live.  One  of  ihe.'ie.  Dr.  Felix 
Robertson,  ever  Iiighly  lion  ired,  was  the  first  male  child  bora  at  th.e  rduffs.  or 
Nashville.  He  was  i-egavdcd  as  a Nh'w  Year's  gift,  presented  on  lltli  .Taiiuary, 
17S1.  Filioruni  /diz  XashciUH'nsis  prirnmnii*. 
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living  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and  luxuries  of  the  present  day; 
therefore  we  have  taken  the  more  pains  to  give  names,  places,  and 
circumstances,  which,  indeed,  we  consider  but  due  to  the  actors  thmn- 
selves,  the  verification  and  interest  of  our  narration.  Facts  require  tiiuv 
and  place  as  well  as  actors. 

The  Old  County  of  Orange’’  embraced  an  extensive  region  of  counirv, 
and  in  this  year  vras  reduced  and  changed  in  its  limits  by  the  erection  oi 
two  other  counties.  The  new  county  of  Tf  ake  was  organized.  liahuLdi, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  is  in  this  county.  Here,  and  aroimd  this  centnil 
position,  were  an  intelligent  people,  studious  of  their  rights,  bold  to 
avovr,  and  brave  to  maintain  them.”  It  wiis  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  portion  of  the  State  that  the  celebrated  organization  of  llegulators,” 
under  Herman  Husbands,  had  its  origin  and  chief  support. 

Robertson  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  leading  men  of  rho 
country,  and  was  intimate  with  many  of  the  young  men  vho  had 
resolved  to  sustain  the  measures,  suggested  by  older  heads,  to  resist  the 
extortions  and  tyranny  under  whieli  the  whole  community  had  groaned 
for  years.  He  heartily  approved  the  sentiments  of  independence,  the 
breaking  in  of  the  dawn  of  freedom.” 

The  ^’Impartial  Relation,”  that  amazingly  curious  and  interesting  book 
of  that  extraordinary  man,  Hmsbands,  was,  in  1770,  published  ami 
widely  circulated.  Robertson  had  often  heard  it  read,  and  treasured  in 
his  very  heart  its  choicest  truths  and  most  impressive  statements.  He 
hated  the  very  shadow  of  oppression.  In  the  “Impartial  Relation." 
IIiLsbands  had  “showmd  up  the  intolerable  abuses  heaped  upon 
people.” 

“Allegiance  to  the  king,  and  to  the  King  of  kings,  enjoins  resistance 
to  wrongs.”  This  wms  the  political  sentiment  thus  early  scattered  broad- 
cast over  that  population. 

Robertson,  when  a youth,  had  seen  Washington  and  other  wise  an<l 
good  men  in  Virginia;  but  w'hatever  of  political  opinions  he  may  have 
then  heard,  he  now  was  old  enough  to  listen  profitably,  and  form  and 
express  his  own.  He  found  Idmsclf  among  men  of  education,  in  c\ery 
w'ay  worthy  peers  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  his  native  State. 

The  spirit  of  resistance  to  oppre.ssion  was  on  the  increase,  and  it  ^prc.ad 
rapidly  and  extensively,  until  the  resolution  wms  taken  “ to  resist  unto 
blood.”  This  was  a novel  and  daring  avowal,  a step  liitherto  not  taken. 
The  result  wa.^  the  bloody  battle  of  the  Ahmiaiice,  in  which  “ Tlie  great 
He-Wolf,”  William  Tryon,  the  Governor,  at  the  head  of  eleven  hundred 
well-armed  troops,  some  of  them  th.oroughly  drillcl  soldiers,  attacked  a 
body  of  two  thousand  citizens,  on  the  IGtli  day  of  31ay,  1771. 
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Tlic  citizens^  Independents  or  Ilegulators,  were  tastily  assembled, 
poorly  equipped,  commnnded  by  Husbands,  wto  liad  no  experience  in 
military  tactics,  and  had  not  taken  an  active  part  in  the  measures  until 
te  was  personally  assailed  by  the  “ Bums  and  Bumpkins  of  Tyranny.'^ 

The  Battle  of  the  Great  Alamance,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the 
citizens,  with  a slaughter  of  two  luindred  on  their  part, 'and  of  sixty  odd 
of  the  ‘‘  regular  army,”  may  properly  be  regarded  as  the  first  battle  of 
the  American  Revolution.  A Revolution  had  commenced,  it  was  pro- 
gressing, and  it  went  forward,  assisted  by  eveiy  act  of  extortion  and 
oppression  on  the  part  of  its  enemies. 

The  battles  of  Lexington  and  Biir.ker  Hill  came  in  after  years,  but 
the  ball  was  set  in  motion  as  early  and  by  as  pure  hearts  and  resolute 
hands  in  North  Carolina  as  in  Massachusetts;  and  here,  ms  well  as  there, 
was  a people  indoctrinated,  religiously  educated  in  the  great  truths  of  the 
Bible,  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  the  right  of  property.  For  three 
years  warm  discussions  hafl  been  conducted  between  the  Royalists  and 
the  Regulators,  and  the  Governor  threatened  a resort  to  force ; but  no 
collision  had  as  yet  taken  place.  The  people  desired  peace. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  (1770,)  and  at  a time  when  the  opposing 
parties  were  at  a sullen  pause,  there  were  a mimher  of  hardy  men  equipped 
for  a hunting-tour,  and  for  the  purposes  of  exploration  among  the  Appala- 
chian mountains  and  the  head-waters  of  the  streams  which  form  the 
Cherake  or  great  Tennessee  river. 

■'  Daniel  Boone  and  others  had  been  employed  by  Colonel  Kicbard  Hen- 
derson and  his  associates  to  examine  the  same  country  ; they  had  passed 
beyond  tlie  moimtains,  and  discovered  the  rich  lands  upon  the  Cumber- 
land and  Kentucky  rivers,  and  the  extensive  barrens,  or  open  lands,  in 
Kentucky.  Their  report  of  the  beauties  and  richness  of  the  country,  and 
of  its  attractive  features,  came  indeed  like  “ good  news  from  a far  coun- 
try.” The  accounts  given  of  the  quantity  of  wild  game — “ herds  of  deer 
and  droves  of  buffaloes,  tliousands  and  thousands” — seemed  incredible; 
yet  they  were  true.  The  lact  needed  no  coloring,  no  exaggeration. 

The  thoughts  of  some  were,  “ ’Tis  better  to  fiy  to  ills  we  know  not  of. 
than  suffer  the  daily  repetition  of  a thousand  petty  annoyances  which 
sting  us  as  the  files  better  to  take  up  our  abode  in  the  wilderness,  aud 
live  a hunter’s  and  a hunted  life  among  the  wild  heast.s  there,  than  be 
continually  ‘‘set  on”  and  j-royed  upon  by  the  great  He-Wolf  of  Car*> 
linac”  “The  minions  of  roy.alty,”  “ the  imps  of  power,”  and  “ tiie  feed 
lawyers,”  seemed  to  make  “ a plea.sure  and  a pastime  to  exact  upon  the 
people.” 

It  was  strangely  but  wisely  ordered  that  “ the  most  tyrannical  and 
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proud  of  the  representatives  of  a kingly  government”  should  have  made 
forced  contributions  by  the  people  wherewith  to  build  for  himself  “ a 
palace,  a magnificent  palace,”  and  that  his  petty  officers  sliould  prick 
and  prick  and  worry  the  people,  until  they  were  made  -sore  all  over  and 
iiijlamcd  all  through.”  There  was  a large  infusion  of  the  bitter  in  the 
can)  daily  commended  to  their  lips.  They  would  not  drink  it  to  its 
dreus.  They  were  compelled  to  study  the  compound — to  analyze  and 
C‘ insider  its  adaptation  to  their  well-being.  They  reluctated,  they 
]*.'athed,  they  determined  to  reject  it. 

Hut,  as  we  have  intimated,  there  was  a calm,  like  that  oppre.^sive  and 
j-remonitory  epuiet  which  often  precedes  the  outbursting  of  the  destruc- 
tive .^torm.  No  man  felt  secure,  and  no  one  had  any  particular  anticipa- 
tion of  comincr  events. 

O 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Kobcrtsoii  accompanied  or  led  a small  party 
into  the  distant  mountains  and  across  to  the  Watauga.  There  is  go. id 
reason  to  believe  that  Boone  himself  conducted  this  f>arty,  or  that  t)i('v 
at  least  availed  themselves  of  informatiou  received  from  him  as  to  the 
route  to  be  pursued,  and  followed  close  “upon  his  trail;”  for  Boone  and 
llobertson  were  on  the  Watauga  and  Ilolston  at  the  same  time  in  this 
year.  Boone  had  been  here  ten  years  before,  and  had  cut  into  the  l)ark 
of  a beech  tree  yet  standing  upon  the  east  side  of  the  present  stage-road 
leading  from  Jonesboro’  to  Blountsville,  in  the  valley  of  Boone’s  Creek, 
(a  branch  of  Watauga,)  this  record ; 
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Robertson  had  killed  many  “A.  BAR,”  but  had  not  yet  learned  to 
write  or  cut  letters.  He  had  been  married  not  yet  two  years,  w;ls  rlie 
pruud  father  of  one  son,  Jonathan  Friar  Robertson,  and  had  been  “ learn- 
ing his  letters  and  to  spell’’  under  the  tuition  of  his  well-educated  witc. 
This  eldest  son  was  born  in  June,  17G9.  When  Roberts(»ii  started  on 
this  hunt,  it  was  with  the  avowed  intention  to  find  a home  for  himselt, 
In'*  wite,  and  child.  He  had  made  promises  to  many  of  his  friends  to 
ItwjiC  out  tor  them  desirable  locations  near  to  his  own. 

“ J>*i  .‘Sure  to  find  good  springs  and  rich  lands,  and  enough  of  both  to 
ucvunmi  idate  us  all,”  wa.s  the  injunction  of  those  neighbors,  who  had  .a 
desire  to  emigrate  and  form  a community  of  relatives  and  friends  in  the 
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vast  wilderness,  that  they  might  enjoy  political  freedom  and  the  rights  of 
conscience.  They  had  already  confidence  in  this  young  man,  of  which 
he  showed,  in  all  his  public  and  private  life  in  after  days,  great  worthiness. 
He  had  often  given  assistance  in  the  survey  of  lands;  ‘‘could  run  a line 
as  accurately  as  anybody ; couhl  calculate  and  sum  up  figures  or  nuinhers 
and  courses  and  distances  ‘ in  his  head,'  in  less  time  than  others  could  do 
the  same  if  they  had  all  written  down."  He  had  also  been  taking  lessons 
in  arithmetic. 

The  preparations  having  been  niade,  the  necessary  articles  were  packed 
upon  the  horses,  and  these  friends  started.  The  equipments  were  few 
and  cheap.  A heavy  blanket,  rifle,  hatchet,  knife,  powder-horn  and 
powder,  bullets,  an  extra  gun-flint,  a picker,  a wallet  well  stored  with 
parciied  corn,  some  salt,  and  a tin  cup. 

Kobertson  “started  with  one  horse,  having  no  one  to  provide  for  but 
himself."  At  some  seasons  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  add  to  the 
load  upon  the  horse  a hag  of  corn,  for  the  supply  of  nourishment  to  that 
invaluable  animal.  As  a companion  ever  to  be  trusted,  and  costing  the 
hunter  little  for  his  support,  there  was  the  watchful  dog. 

The  departure  of  Boone  and  Robertson  was  a noticeable  event.  They 
foresaw  not  the  great  results  of  their  present  movement ; they  anticipated 
not  the  grand  designs  of  Providence,  of  which  their  migration  was  but 
the  initiative.  They  went,  scarcely  knowing  whither  they  weut,  or  for 
what  intent.  There  was  vastly  more  in  it  and  to  result  from  it,  than  had 
ever  entered  into  “their  philosopliy/^  As  John  Rains  said,  and  ^llway3 
insisted  upon  the  expressive  word,  they  were  going  into  the  Wil-ih'raJo 
or  Wdl-dorado : he  never  liked  the  Spanish  spelling  or  pronunciation, 
El-Dorado." 

Whether  Boone  and  Robertson  travelled  in  company,  it  matters  not  to 
inquire:  they  wore  together  on  the  Watauga  and  the  Ilolston,  examining 
the  lands,  and  yet  they  were  little  in  company:  Boone  loved  solitude, 
Robertson  delighted  in  society.  They  were  representative  men,  but 
types  of  quite  opposite  classes  of  men.  They  each  sought  freedom  from 
oppression;  hut  whilst  the  one  became  the  celebrated  hunter,  explorer, 
and  pioneer — always  seekincr  to  bo  in  advance  of  all  other  white  men  into 
the  remotest  wilderness — the  other  was  actuated  l)v  an  ambition  to  lead 
out  and  settle  colonies,  estc.blish  permanent  homes,  and  reclaim  this  same 
w'ilderne.ss  from  the  occup:iru*y  of  wi!<l  boasts  and  savage  men. 

They  both  examined  the  lands  on  the  H<)lston  river.  Bo(uie*s  natural 
disposition  was  indulged  in  pionUrating  farther  into  tlie  tlien  West^wn 
wilds.  Robertson  visited  the  few  settlers  on  the  Watauga  : he  was  pleased 
with  the  country,  and  he  remained  to  make  a crop  there  in  this  year. 
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He  always  mentioned  with  praise  tlie  kind  hospitality  with  which  he  was 
received  and  entertained  by  one  Honeycut,  who  had  built  there  his  hut, 
and  cheerfully  supplied  .Robertson  vrith  provisions.  A small  stock  of 
corn,  and  an  abundance  of  fresh  and  dried  venison  and  bear-meat,  ‘hvith 
a fat  turkey  to  fill  up  the  chinks  in  the  stomach,^'  constituted  tlie  stafi'  of 
life  for  those  pioneer  .settlers.  Iloneycut  had  a good  supply,  was  happy 
to  entertain  emigrants  and  to  furnish  them  liberally  ^‘of  such  as  he 
had.’^ 

In  Robertson’s  attempt  to  recross  the  mountains  through  the  dense 
and  trackless  forests,  he  was  for  some  time  lost.  Entangled  in  thickets 
upon  the  mountain-top,  wearied  and  exhausted,  yet  determined  upon  the 
direction  he  should  take,  he  was  arrested  by  a precipice  down  wliieh 
it  Wiis  impossible  to  lead  his  horse.  There  was  he  under  the  necessity 
of  turning  his  trusty  animal  at  large,  to  take  care  of  himself,  whilst 
Ills  luckless  owner  should  now  trudge  his  lonely,  wearisome  way  ;is  l;e.>t 
he  could  on  foot,  depending  upon  his  fiiithful  rifie,  his  yet  unyioMing 
resolution,  and  a kind  Frovidence.  He  had  been  drenched  with  rain. 
His  powder  wa§  wet  and  so  damaged  that  he  could  not  use  it.  Ho 
resorted  to  various  devices  to  dry  it.  He  attempted  this  by  the  warmth 
of  his  body,  but  it  was  so  soaked  and  spoiled  that  he  could  not  make  his 
' gun  fire  to  kill  any  game.  With  the  small  supply  of  food'  in  his  knap- 
sack, and  the  still  more  scanty  stock  of  nutritious  berries  he  could 
gather,  he  wandered  for  fourteen  dai/s,  till  he  was  so  reduced  and 
weakened  that  he  began  to  despair  of  ever  reaching  his  home.  A\  lien 
the  sun  shone  out,  he  could  take  the  direction  which  he  was  sure  was 
right ; but  when  tlie  frequent  clouds  obscured  the  heavens,  he  was  in- 
volved in  perplexity  and  distress,  so  that  both  mind  and  body  were  nearly 
ready  to  fail  utterly. 

But  as  Judge  Haywood  says  of  this  very  exigency  in  which  Robertson 
was  placed,  “ there  is  a Frovidence.  which  rules  over  the  destinies  of  men, 
and  preserves  them  to  run  the  race  which  is  appointed  for  them.  I n- 
promising  as  were  the  expectations  of  James  Robertson  at  that  time — 
having;  neither  learning,  experience,  property,  nor  friends  to  give  liini 
countenance — and  with  ^lirits  drooping  under  the  pressure  ot  penury 
and  a low  estate,  yet  the  God  of  nature  had  given  him  an  elevated  soul, 
and  planted  in  it  the  seeds  of  virtue,  which  made  him  look  forward,  in 
the  midst  of  discouraging  circuim^tances,  to  better  times.” 

His  trust  in  1‘rovidence  was  not  mis[)laced.  Under  the  care  and 
direction  of  that  .same  kind  Providence,  two  other  hunters  and  explorers 
were  in  the  same  wild  i‘orest,  and  on  horseback.  The  footste[)S  of  all  were 
so  directed  that  “these  three  met  in  the  nick  of  time,”  and  far  away 
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from  all  human  habitation.  Cliaracteristic  of  tlie  hunters  and  pioneers  of 
that  day,  the.se  two  liorsemeu  insisted  that  Kobcrtson  should  ride,  and 
that  they  would  accoinpun\"  him  on  liis  way — making  liim  to  partake  of  their 
provisions  prudenth" — until  Iiis  strengtli  was  restored,  and  he  returned 
so  near  to  his  house  that  he  refused  to  allow  them  farther  to  go,  or  longer 
to  be  diverted  from  their  hunting  pursuits.  We  have  aiot  tlie  names  of 
these  two  friends  in  this  time  of  need : it  would  give  us  pleasure  to 
record  tliem,  for  \;e  might  hope  to  find  them  again,  among  those  scenes 
in  which  Ivohertsoii  acted  so  useful  and  distinguislied  a part;  for,  as  the 
earliest  historian  of  Tennessee  remarks,  This  is  the  man  who,  in  the 
seqiifd  of  his  hi.stor3*,  figures  so  deservedly  as  the  greatest  benefactor 
of  t?ie  first  settlers  of  the  country;  the  same  person  who  will  appear 
hereafter  by  his  actions  to  have  merited  all  the  eiilogiums,  esteem,  and 
affection  which  the  mo.st  ardent  of  his  admirers  and  most  attached  of 
his  countrymen  have  ever  bestowed  upon  him.” 

Like  almost  all  of  those  in  America  who  have  ascended  to  eminent 
celebrity,  he  had  not  a noble  lineage  to  boast  of,  nor  the  escutcheoncd 
armorials  of  a splendid  ancestry.  But  he  had  what  was  far  more  valuable, 
a sound  mind,  an  intrepid  soul,  and  an  emulous  desire  for  honest  fame.” 
— Haywood. 

1771.  When  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Wake  county,  he  reported 
faithfully  to  his  friends  as  to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  pa.ssing 
through  the  forests  and  acro.ss  the  mountains,  to  the  distant  settlements 
then  begun,  or  rather  contemplated,  upon  the  Watauga  and  the  Holston, 
or  Hogohegce.  His  mind  was  already  made  up  to  remove  to  the  Watauga; 
and  if  he  had  been  as  yet  undecided,  the  events  whicli  transpired  in  the 
fore  part  of  this  year  settled  that  question  for  him,  as  they  did  for  some 
others.  He  found  the  excitement  among  his  fellow- citizens  hud  not 
abated  during  his  absence,  and  understood  from  them  that  there  was  no 
remoical  or  even  diminution  of  causes  of  offence  and  uneasiness.  The 
Governor  tlireatcned  resort  to  arms:  the  j>arties  were  arraved,  aud  the 
conflict  occurred  at  the  Great  Alamance  on  tlie  IGth  3Iay.  The  citizens 
^were  defeated,  and  for  tlio  time  dispersed.  We  have  no  authoritv  for 
asserting  that  Robertson  took  part  witli  the  ci^'zens  or  Regulators.  He 
certainly  had  many  neiuhboi*s  and  friends  among  tliem,  and,  from  the 
fact  that  he  openly  denounced  the  extortions  and  oppressions  vrhich  had 
so  aroused  the  pcnpl(\  we  have  little  hesitation  in  a.ssigiiing  him  a place 
at  this  critical  and  eventf’nl  moment. 

Soon  alter  this  oecurreneo  he  was  on  his  way,  with  his  wife  and  child, 
for  the  ‘bgreat  We.'^t  ’ of  that  day,  never  more  to  claim  the  right  or  a,  t as 
a citizen  of  tlie  old  and  settletl  portion  of  the  State.  He  had  entered 
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upon  his  great  career,  and  upon  an  extensive  theatre  for  a patriot  and  a 
good  man. 

Without  more  than  the  common  incidents  of  travel  through  the  forest, 
he  arrived  at  the  Watauga,  and  was  again  welcomed  hy  the  hospitable 
Honeycut.  He  found  Boone  there  again,  not  with  intention  to  remain, 
but  “ bent  on  seeing  the  regions  beyond.'' 

‘ He  roamed,  and  loved  to  roam 

“Far  from  the  haunts  of  men;” 

And  with  the  wild  beasts,  society, 

And  in  the  forests,  home 
, He  found. 

Boone  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  adopting  a form  of  govenimont  in 
this  new  and  distant  settlement.  The  laws  of  the  State  were  not  in  ope- 
ration here,  there  were  no  magistrates  or  executive  officers,  and  they 
hoped  the  oppressive  tax-gatherers  and  “Bums  and  Bumpkins  of  Tiyon'' 
“ might  never  show  their  faces  or  processes  among  them.”  They  deter- 
mined to  elect  their  own  officers,  and  it  would  never  have  been  sate  for  a 
minion  of  the  royal  governor  to  have  attempted  to  exert  authority  in  these 
new  settlements. 

After  much  consultation  among  the  few  heads  of  families  who  vrere 
there,  it  was  decided  to  have  written  articles  of  agreement,  by  which  all 
matters  of  controversy,  all  questions  of  right  to  property,  should  be 
speedily  and  quietly  adjusted.  They  had  found,  as  they  hoped,  a safe 
retreat  from  petty  exactions  under  the  show  of  legal  process,  and  a 
quiet  home  in  the  wilderness ; but  they  too  well  knew  the  necessity  of 
law  and  officers,  to  believe  there  could  be  safety  or  advantage  in  discard- 
ing either.  As  their  small  community  was  on  the  increase  by  fresh 
arrivals,  they  delayed  a full  organization  for  some  months. 

When  Jiobertson  was  a man  of  more  extended  observation,  thoughtful 
experience,  and  calm  reflection,  he  remarked  : “Tyranny,  by  his  servant 
Tryon,  drove  the  people  mad  down  there,  drove  them  into  the  woods  out 
here,  made  them  just  mad  enough  to  be  ready  to  fight  for  their  rights  ; 
sot  tliem  to  thinking,  talking,  consulting,  acting:  then  he  tied,  and  wa.s 
in  good  trim  to  pursue  the  same  course  and  accomplish  the  like  goo<l 
results  in  New  York;  over  which  colony  he  was  placed  as  governor, 
whilst  iMartin,  a far  better  man,  succeeded  him  in  Candina.” 

All  these  proud  and  exacting  agents  of  the  royal  government  were 
accomplisliing  a great  deliverance  for  the  American  people.  “ They 
meant  it  not  so,”  but  a wiser  and  better  power  did.  The  hand  of  God 
was  in  it. 
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1772.  As  we  have  intimated,  the  prudence  and  good  sense  of  Kohert- 
son,  and  the  dawning  of  one  of  the  excellent  traits  of  his  character,  now 
became  more  evident.  He  took  an  active  part  in  uniting  the  pioneer 
settlers  in  the  adoption  of  written  articles  for  self-government. 

Their  safety  and  interests  were  to  be  promoted  and  secured  only  by 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence.  They  must  enter  into  a compact  or 
reliable  organization.  And,  as  one  of  the  earliest  instances  of  record 
among  the  pioneers  over  the  mountains,  Robertson  and  his  sixteen  ad- 
venturers did,  upon  the  IVatauga,  enter  into  covenant  and  agreement 
with  each  other  to  abide  by  certain  rules  for  their  own  government  and 
intercourse,  and  for  their  dealings  with  the  Indians.  They  contemplated 
at  this  early  day  to  make  regular  purchases  of  land  from  the  savages, 
rather  than  to  seize  upon  choice  localities  in  despite  of  all  opposition  and 
perils.  They  determined  to  negotiate  and  pay  reasonable  considerations 
for  the  homes  they  desired. 

And  this  •‘beginning  of  compacts  and  covenants,”  which  Boone  com- 
municated to  Richard  Henderson,  (who  subsequently  became  so  worthily 
known  as  the  “ Treaty-maker,”)  was  the  type,  and  furnished  the  rudiments 
of  those  organizations  and  companies  under  Henderson,  the  incidents  of 
which  form  most  interesting  and  instructive  chapters  in  the  histories  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

1772.  3Iay.  In  the  spring  of  this  year  the  two  Robertsons,  James 
and  Charles,  John  Sevier,  John  Carter,  and  nine  others,  were  chosen  by 
the  settlers  to  convene  at  Robertson’s  Station,  there  to  consult  and  to 
adopt  some  form  of  government  for  the  maintenance  of  defences  against 
the  savages,  for  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the  administration  of  civil 
justice 'among  themselves. 

From  these  thirteen  delegates,  a selection  or  choice  of  five  was  made, 
who  were  intrusted  with  the  authority  of  magistrates,  having  a clerk  and 
executive  officer  of  their  own  appointment. 

The  existence  of  the  Watauga  government  was  three  years  prior  to 
that  adopted  under  the  great  elm  tree,  outside  the  fort  at  Boonesboro’, 
in  Kentucky,  on  the  thick  sward  of  the  fragrant  clover,”  so  highly  yet 
justly  spoken  of  V'y  the  learned  and  careful  historian,  Bancrott,*  (in  the 
seventh  volume,  just  from  the  press,  1858.) 

This  is  the  earliest  compact  for  civil  government  adopted  anywhere 
west  of  the  mountains.  Four  of  the  prominent  officers  in  it  removed  t(^ 
the  Cumberland,  and  three  of  them  became  active  officers  in  the  similar 
government  there  : they  were  James  Robertson,  Lucas,  Tatum,  and  Bbell. 


* Vol.  vii.,  pp.  3G5-367. 
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These  early  'VYOOilmen  were  highly  pleased  with  the  lands  and  their 
location  on  the  ^^ataiiga.  Probably  they  had  no  thought  that  they 
could  be  tempted  to  encounter  further  privations  and  difiicuities,  and  go 
yet  deeper  into  the  wilderness.  Although  little  was  known  of  the  ex- 
tent and  richness  of  the  great  West  of  that  day,  it  must  be  admitted  that- 
some  of  the  leading  spirits  had  bright  visions,  and  anticipated  the  time 
when  there  would  be  settlements,  farms,  and  towns  where  then  were 
plains  and  valleys  unmarked  by  the  white  man’s  foot  or  untouched  by 
implements  of  husbandry.  They  saw  not  the  part  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  act  in  that  future. 

“Heaven  from  all  creatures  hides  the  hook  of  fate, 

All  but  the  page  prescribed — their  preunt  state."' 

Here,  as  in  all  our  advanced  and  border  settlements,  there  came  some 
persons  of  abandoned  character,  destitute  of  moral  principles  as  they 
were  destitute  of  property,  and  thus  were  the  cares  and  labors  of  more 
worthy  men  multiplied. 

In  speaking  of  the  commixture  of  good  and  evil  spirits  in  such  early 
settlements,  we  have  heard  the  authority  of  Pope  (and  of  the  pope.) 
(|Uoted  in  justification  and  explanation  ; 

“All  nature  is  but  art  unknown  to  thee  ; 

All  chance,  direction  which  thou  canst  not  see ; 

All  discord,  harmony  not  understood; 

All  partial  evil,  universal  good,”  etc. 

Like  as  by  the  driving  wind  preceding  the  genial  shower,  the  dust 
and  malaria  are  swept  away,  that  health  and  life  and  fruitfulness  may 
follow,  so  here.  The  fierce,  the  wild,  the  reckless,  the  desperate,  rusli 
from  the  order  and  law  and  police  of  established  society,  and  crowd  upon 
the  range  of  the  aborigines.  “Afraid  of  their  own  government,  and  of 
the  rewards  due  to  their  demerits,  unwilling  to  trust  themselves  entirely 
with  the  savages,  for  fear  of  the  punishment  for  oflences  like  those  which 
had  driven  them  from  the  bosom  of  civilization,”  they  sometimes  herdcvl 
together  in  the  wilderness,  and  involuntarily  rendered  to  their  country  a 
beneficial  service,  which  in  no  other  way  could  have  been  extracted  Ironi 
them. 

“ They  leave  society,  for  society’s  good.” 

“ They  formed  a barrier  on  the  frontiers  between  the  savages  and  the 
indu.strinus  cultivators  of  the  soil.”  Such  is  the  sentence  of  Judge  Hay- 
wood when  these  “ refugees  from  justice,  absconding  debtors,  and  hor<e- 
thieves,”  were  beyond  the  pale  of  law,  and  in  no  danger  of  arrest  and 
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arraip:iimeiit  before  any  legal  tribunal  or  officer,  who,  like  himself,  would 
not  connive  at  wrong  and  encourage  the  hope  that  any  breach  of  law 
could  escape  detection  and  ])Uiiishmcnt.  Not  unfrequently  did  it  appear 
that  this  ‘ffijarrier,^’  this  protection,  was 

“Such  as  vultures  give  to  lambs.” 

If  these  desperadoes  could  not  succeed  and  thrive  by  depredations  upon 
the  Indians,  they  resisted  not  the  temptation  to  steal  from  the  whites; 
and  when  most  success tul  in  their  forays  among  the  savages,  then  were 
the  innocent  settlers  yet  more  alarmed  and  in  peril  of  life  and  property, 
for  the  Indians  would  not  often  make  a discrimination  between  the 
marauders  and  the  peaceful  inhabitants,  but  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
all  or  any  of  the  “ Virgiiiians,^'  as  they  called  the  early  settlers  in  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky. 

Many  protestations  and  remonstrances  were  made  by  the  well-behaved 
and  well-disposed  whites  against  the  misconduct  of  these  vagabonds. 
Often  had  they  to  send  some  of  their  most  important  members,  at  great 
inconvenience  and  peril  of  their  lives,  into  the  Indian  territories,  witli 
presents  and  assurances  that  the  conduct  of  these  men  was  as  obnoxious 
to  all  good  men  among  them,  as  it  was  injurious  to  any  of  the  abo- 
rigines. Yet  they  could  not  safely  counsel  or  approve  the  acts  of  revenge 
taken  by  the  Indians  upon  any  of  the  whites  ; for,  had  these  desperadoes 
ascertained  that  such  advice  was  given  against  them,  then  would  they 
turn  more  fiercely  upon  their  fellow-emigrants,  and  rob  and  steal  from 
them  to  trade  with  tlic  savages,  or  elsewhere. 

The  leading  men  in  these  early  settlements  certainly  encountered  great 
perplexities  and  troubles.  They  had  to  deal  with  caution  and  delicacy, 
with  suspicious  and  wary  red  men,  and  yet  had  often  to  connive  at  the  mis- 
conduct of  some  persons  who  seemed  to  belong  to  their  own  community. 
The  theory  of  revenge,  the  law  of  retaliation  among  savages,  did  not  re- 
strain the  avenger  to  the  actual  transgressor,  or  the  really  guilty  party ; 
therefore  were  the  innocent  not  unlVeijnently  made  to  suffer  for  the  mis- 
conduct of  others,  whom  they  would  gladly  have  restrained. 

But  we  do  not  hereby  intend  to  admit  that  the  bloody  deeds  done  by 
the  Indians  always,  or  generally,  had  the  real  or  seeming  justification  of 
retribution.  Their  ehiels  admitted  t<)  (Jeneral  Sevier,  to  General  Robert- 
son, and  to  others,  that  they  had  “ bad  man  in  their  nations,  who,  like 
natural  brute  beasts,  loved  horses  and  would  steal  them,”  and  that  for 
the  scalps  of  their  enemies  their  warrior  spirit  thirsted. 

In  the  ['rosccution  of  our  present  history,  we  shall  have  to  record  many 
proofs  of  this  ••attachment  of  horses” — according  to  legal  phraseology — 
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and  of  tliis  “woimdiug  the  head  of  enemies  and  tlie  liairy  scalp  of  tres- 
passers/' in  the  language  of  Scripture.  There  were  instances  of  white 
men  deeming  it  not  reproachful  for  iliem  to  learn  ah  haste  , and  boast- 
fully to  exhibit  the  crown  imperial”  of  a dead  Indian. 

The  division  line  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
had  been  run  and  established  by  Fit  and  Jetferson  as  far  as  Steep  Hock 
Creek,  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  miles  west  of  Currituck  Inlet. 
The  same  line  sliould  have  been  extended  to  the  Mississippi,  but,  as  be- 
tween regions  of  country  which  now  constitute  the  States  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  there  was  but  the  unmarked  geographical  line,  which 
‘caused  doubts  and  disputes,  legislation  and  litigation,  for  many  years, 
Commis.-sioners  were  appointed  by  each  of  these  parent  States  lo  run  tliis 
line,  and  in  September,  1779,  they  met,  and  after  due  observations  agreed 
upon  the  point  from  which  the  line  should  be  continued.  After  running 
the  line  to  Carter’s  Valley,  some  forty-five  miles,  they  disagreed.  The  com- 
missioners from  North  Carolina  insisted  upon  running  the  line  two  miles 
farther  north  than  was  approved  by  those  from  "\urginia ; therefore  they 
ran  two  lines  parallel,  and  at  that  distance  apart.  The  southern  line  was 
run  by  a surveyor  by  the  name  of  Walker,  and  has  ever  been  known  as 
the  Walker  line the  northern  one  was  run  by  Kichard  llendersun, 
the  great  land-speculator  and  Indian  treaty-maker,  already  mentioned. 
The  disputed  boundary  was  not  adjusted  until  1820,  when  the  Walker 
line  W'as  fully  recognized.  It  is  true  that  Col.  Anthouy  Hledsoe,  after- 
ward most  favorably  known  and  usefully  identified  with  the  earliest 
settlements  and  perils  on  the  Cumberland,  had,  as  early  as  1771,  examined 
this  C|uestion  of  boundary ; and,  being  a practical  surveyor,  iu  whom 
much  confidence  was  always  deservedly  reposed,  he  had  extended  tlie 
Walker  line  some  distance  west,  and  thereby  enabled  many  of  tbe  settlers 
to  decide  for  tbemselves  vrhetber  they  owed  allegiance  to  Virginia  or 
North  Carolina.  Those  upon  the  north  side  of  this  line  claimed  ami 
early  enjoyed  some  of  the  benefits  of  the  laws  and  some  of  the  services 
of  officers  of  the  State  of  Virginia;  but  ‘‘those  ’who  settled  on  tlie  south 
side  of  the  Ilolston  adhered  to  North  Carolina,  and  lived  without  law  or 
protection,  except  by  rules  of  their  own  adoption'' 

Iho  life  and  times  of  General  Kobertson  will  fully  justify  this  assertion 
ot  Judge  Ilayw'ood,  and  prove  how'  wise  and  prudent  were  tlie  measures 
and  how  beneficial  the  services  he  rendered  during  all  liis  llte,  in  rules 
and  regulations  for  several  of  the  settlements,  where  tlie  good  ‘‘Old 
North  8tate”  did  not  and  could  not  grant  “ the  salutary  use  of  her  pro- 
tection, laws,  and  officers.” 
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None  of  tlie  documents  relating  to  the  Watauga  government  are  in 
existence:  that  such  is  tlie  case  is  cause  of  nuicli  regret;  for,  as  the 
writer  of  the  Annals  of  Tennessee  remarks,  ^^It  is  believed  that  these 
Articles  of  Association  formed  the  first  written  compact  for  civil  govern- 
ment anywhere  west  of  the  Alleghanies ; and  could  they  be  recovered, 
they  would  make  a valuable  and  exceedingly  interesting  contribution  to 
the  historical  literature  of  the  Great  West/^ 

It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  writer  of  these  notes  singularly  to  dis- 
cover and  save  from  destruction  the  records  of  the  similar  association  or 
compact  of  government  established  by  some  of  these  same  wise  and  worthy 
men,  upon  the  bliifts  vrhere  is  now  the  city  of  Nashville;  and  as  James 
Eobertson  occupied  a post  of  honor  in  each,  and  the  necessities,  objects, 
and  interests  of  botli  v/ere  similar,  wm  conclude  it  probable  that  the 
organizations  were  very  much  alike. 

Tradition,  as  gathered  up  and  recorded  by  Ilaywood  and  Eamsey, 
assures  us  that  the  settlers  on  the  Watauga  assembled  in  convention,  and 
selected  thirteen  commissioners,  representing,  we  presume,  as  at  Nash- 
borougb,  the  various  stations  or  settlements  around  their  forts  or  block- 
houses. From  these  thirteen,  there  vrere  chosen  five,  who  were  to  hear 
and  adjudicate  all  matters  of  controversy,  to  adopt  and  direct  measures 
for  the  peace,  defence,  safety,  and  well-being  of  the  community.  And  if 
their  authority  had  extended  to  military  organizations  and  defences,  the 
celebration  of  the  rites  of  marriage,  and  the  granting  of  administration 
upon  estates  of  persons  deceased  among  them,  then  should  we  find  all  the 
distinguishing  features,  and  very  notable  ones,  too,  of  the  government  of 
the  Judges  at  Nashborough  of  1st  3Iay,  1780. 

The  arbitrators,  or  court,  at  Watauga,  consisted  of  John  Carter,  Charles 
Eobertson,  Jame^  Robertson,  Zach.  Isbell,  and  John  Sevier. 

We  find  these  men  and  the  other  members  of  this  Watauga  govern- 
ment taking  honorable  positions,  and  rendering  useful  services  to  the 
State,  when  this  incipient  government  had  become  no  longer  necessary. 

1772.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  this  year  that  Daniel  Eoone,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  children,  and  five  other  pioneers,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
and  with  an  escort  of  forty  men,  attempted  to  reach  the  interior  of  Ken- 
tuckv.  The  party  had  left  the  Watauga  stations  in  high  hopes  of  reaching 
the  new  settlements  in  safety . They  travelled  on  cheerfully — had  passed 
over  the  greatest  natural  ob'-itacles  of  the  way;  but  as  they  marched 
down  a narrow  valley  or  gorge  of  the  Cmn.berland  mountain,  25.) 

a sudden  and  fierce  attack  was  made  upon  them  by  a large  body  of 
Indians.  A son  of  Eoone  and  five  of  the  men  were  instantly  killed. 
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Great  frlglit  and  confusion  v/as  tlie  result  among  the  whites.  A retreat 
seemed  to  offer  the  only  hope  of  deliTcr}^  from  the  close  ambush  into 
which  the  emigrants  were  entering.  It  was  ordered. 

The  party  returned  in  all  haste  to  the  Watauga  and  Holston  settle- 
ments. There  was  ‘^no  renewal  of  the  attempt  to  remove  wives  and 
children  to  Kentucky  until  after  the  close  of  Lord  Dunmore’s-  war,  (Oct., 
1774,)  in  which,  though  conducted  at  a great  distance  from  these  sta- 
tioners, some  of  them,  as  we  shall  show,  took  an  active  and  useful  part. 
...  In  the  mean  time  these  families  had  temporarily  established  them- 
selves on  Clinch  river.’- 

1772.  In  this  same  year  these  settlers  were  assailed  from  another 
quarter,  and  by  other  men  than  the  savages  of  the  wilderness  and  the 
turbulent  bad  men  in  or  near  their  own  community.  Although  much 
had  been  done  to  conciliate  the  Indians,  to  establish  order  and  good 
government  for  themselves,  and  this  of  necessity,  and  without  imposing 
any  responsibility  or  burden  upon  other  people  or  communities  at  a dis- 
tance beyond  the  mountains,  they  were  not  permitted  quietly  to  enjoy 
their  new  homes  or  new  government  in  these  ends  of  the  earth.” 

By  authority  of  Virginia,  a treaty  had  been  formed  with  the  Cherokees, 
establishing  a boundary  to  run  west  from  the  White  Top  3Iouiitain,  in 
latitude  36°  35h  And  soon  thereafter  an  agent  of  the  Government  of 
.Great  Britain,  then  resident  among  the  Cherokees,  ordered  the  settlers 
on  Watauga  to  depart  the  country.  * Some  of  the  Cherokees  desired  that 
this  order  should  not  be  enforced ; and  many  concurred  in  the  consent 
for  them  to  remain,  if  they  would  agree  to  make  no  further  encroach- 
ments upon  Indian  territory. 

Boone,  Calloway,  Harrod,  and  others  had  determined  to  persevere  in 
their  efforts  to  establish  settlements  in  Kentucky.  Henderson  had  com- 
menced his  negotiations  with  the  Indians.  He  had  learned  from  his 
agent,  Boone,  not  only  of  the  form  of  government  which  these  pioneers 
to  Holston  and  Watauga  had  adopted,  but  of  the  leases  and  purchases 
vrhich  Bobertson,  Brown,  and  Sevier  had  ina.de  of  rich  valley- lands. 
From  these  originated  the  grand  conceptions  which  led  to  the  taunms 
treaty  of  Harch,  1775.  These  gave  to  Colonel  Henderson  tlie  luq.c  nl  a 
princely  estate,  (embracing  most  of  Kentucky,)  and  of  that  initiative 
govcniment  at  Boonesboroiigh,  from  which  two  events,  and  his  short  con- 
nection with  the  first  settlers  on  the  Cumberland,  he  has  for  ever  idonti- 
hed  his  name  with  western  history.’*^ 


* Bancroft  places  the  defeat  of  Boone  (as  we  judge)  several  years  too  late.  He 
says  2oth  May,  177o,  whereas  other  authorities  give  2-5th  Sept.,  1771,  and  I77d. 
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As  to  the  inducements  and  determination  to  secure  possession  of  the 
country  purchased  irom  the  Cherokees  at  the  Sycamore  Shoals  on  Watauga, 
there  can  be  no  question  ] nor  that  tlie  earlier  claims  to  lands  in  the 
Kentucky  limits  were  under  royal  grants  and  military  warrants.  The 
language  of  Boone,  as  given  in  Bancroft,  conveyed  the  sentiment  of  most 
of  the  pioneers  : ‘‘  Now  is  the  time  to  keep  the  country,  while  we  are  in 
it.  If  we  give  way  now,  it  will  ever  be  the  case.”  Bobertson  and  his 
friends  had  not  long  enjoyed  their  new  homes  before  ‘^one  of  the  minions 
of  a foreign  prince”  made  his  appearance  among  them.  Cameron,  the 
royal  agent  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  “must  be  bought  up,  or  he  v/ould 
drive  them  oil.  They  scorned  his  authority  : they  would  not  demean 
themselves  by  any  attempts  to  conciliate.  They  dehed  him. 

“ He  ordered  them  to  depart.” 

In  after-life  llobertson  remarked,  “ this  was  the  best  thing  ever  done 
by  the  British  Government.  Never  were  threats  so  harmless,  and  yet  so 
powerful : they  were  laughed  to  scorn.  No  man  feared  them  out  here, 
whatever  they  might  have  done  in  old  Orange  and  in  Wake.” 

“ From  a hatred  to  Tryon,  and  a contempt  for  the  Indian  agent,  the 
people  were  easily  conducted  to  the  cherishing  of  both  sentiments  for  the 
king,  (heir  ro>/al  ma.^tcr,  as  they  called  him:  he  was  now  no  longer  ours. 
These  acts  made  a new  set  of  llegulators,  patriots,  and  soldiers  out  in 
the  mountains  ; and  they  were  thus  preparing  to  prove  themselves  such 
at  ^King’s  Mountain,’  and  wherever  else  God,  in  his  providence,  or  their 
country,  in  her  need,  should  call  them.” 

Some  of  the  Cherokees  desired  that  this  order  of  the  agent  should  not 
be  enforced.  Many  declared  their  willingness  for  the  whites  to  remain, 
upon  condition  that  no  further  encroachments  were  made.  The  leases 
were  extended,  the  contracts  received  further  attention  and  conlirmation, 
and  the  settlers  did  all  they  could  to  strengthen  their  title  to  these  lands. 
In  furtherance  of  this  object,  they  deputed  James  Bobertson  and  John 
Browti  to  negotiate  with  the  Indians  ; and  for  the  sum  of  five  or  six 
thousand  dollars  in  goods,  some  muskets,  and  other  articles  required  by 


If  Boone  and  his  friends,  numbering  eighty  persons,  -vNcre  defeated  on  25th  May, 
1775,  and  returned  to  the  new  Carolina  settlements,  none  of  them,  by  possibility, 
could  have  boon  present  an  1 [>ari icipated  in  the  organization  of  a government 
“under  the  great  elm  near  tlie  month  of  Otter  Creek.'’  That  (Convention  met  on 
the  2'M,  and  the  anomalous  govovmnent  was  adopted  on  the  25th,  the  day  of  the 
defeat.  Hcrulorson\s  treaty-pnreliase  was  maile  Marcli  2d,  1775.  There  is  a dif- 
ficulty in  si'ttling  those  dates  wliich  it  may  be  worth  while  to  encounter  at  another 
time  and  connection. 
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the  IndianSj  they  obtained  a lease  of  all  the  lands  on  the  waters  of  AVa- 
taueu,  for  eight  years. 

John  Brown  and  the  few  settlers  associated  with  him  obtained  a similar 
lease  for  an  extensive  tract  of  country  upon  the  Nolichueky.  About  thi.s 
same  time  the  first  settlement  was  made  in  Carter’s  A^alley.  These  three 
settlcnieiits  were  siifiiciently  adjacent  to  give  “aid  and  comfort”  to  each 
other;  and  they  had  been  upon  quite  friendly  terms  with  the  Indians, 
until,  at  the  treaty  when  the  A\"atauga-lease  was  executed,  some  mis- 
chievous persons  from  the  AVolf  Hills  in  A^irginia  killed  one  of  the 
Indians.  The  settlers  were  present  in  large  numbers,  and  many  Indians 
also.  They  were  engaged  in  friendly  contests  at  foot-races  and  oilier 
athletic  exercises,  when  this  unfortunate  murder  surprised  them  all,  and 
gave  alarm  to  white  and  red  men.  The  very  name  of  the  person^  wlio 
committed  this  deed  was  indicative  of  mischief;  there  vrere  two  or  three 
of  them,  by  the  name  of  Crabtree.  They  had  not  participated  in  any  of 
tlie  sports  or  entertainments,  but  had  lurked  in  the  woods  where  the  foot- 
races were  run.  Having  committed  this  outrage,  they  returned,  as  was 
supposed,  to  the  AVolf  Hills,  (now  Abingdon,)  and  the  citizens  promptly 
consulted  as  to  the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  retaliation  by 
the  Indians,  or,  at  least,  that  innocent  persons  should  not  be  made  to  sutfor 
for  this  wrong.  Upon  due  consideration  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  do  some- 
thing more  than  denounce  the  act  in  the  presence  of  Indians  who  were  then 
on  the  ground,  (and  who  were  making  haste  to  depart.)  Some  measure 
must  be  adopted  to  convince  the  nation  that  all  such  outrages  were  dis- 
countenanced and  condemned  by  the  settlers;  therefore  they  deputed 
James  Robertson  to  visit  the  nation,  to  do  all  he  could  to  pacify  and  con- 
ciliate them. 

It  was  evident  from  the  haste  with  which  the  Indians  had  departed 
from  the  play-grounds,  and  distinct  indications,  by  words  and  gesticula- 
tions, that  they  were  highly  excited  and  contemplated  revenge.  I ho 
mission  of  Robertson  was  therefore  one  of  peril.  The  chief  citizen  was 
about  to  place  his  life  in  the  hands  of  excited  and  revengeful  savages, 
in  very  questionable  hope  of  allaying  their  indignation  and  anger,  so 
justly  aroused.  But  he  had  at  heart  so  much  the  intere."ts  <d  Ins 
neighbors,  and  was  so  conscious  that  in  all  his  intercourse  and  dealings 
with  these  red  men  of  the  mountains  he  liad  given  proofs  ot  kiml- 
nes,s  and  good-will  toward  them,  tliat  he  had  no  fear  of  personal  harm. 
And  he  widl  know  that  to  show  to  them  such  intrepidity  and  fearlessness, 
and  at  the  same  time  such  respect  aud  confidence  as  would  be  manifested' 
by  his  visit  into  the  nation,  was  the  most  certain  way  to  attain  the  ends 
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lie  desired.  He  quickly  prepared  for  the  embassy,  taking  a few  presents 
with  him,  as  Tvas  customary.  He  visited  the  Cherokee  towns,  and  stated 
to  the  chiefs  and  people  tliat  the  settlers  upon  the  Watauga  had  a sincere 
desire  to  he  at  peace,  to  enjoy  their  friendship,  and  to  trade  with  them; 
that  this  murder  was  universally  condemned  by  them ; that  the  perpetra- 
tors did  not  belong  to  their  community,  or  come  under  the  rules  and 
regulations  which  they  had  enacted  for  their  own  good  behavior ; and 
that  if  the  offender  should  come  into  their  hands,  he  should  be  dealt  with 
as  his  crime  deserved.  He  remained  several  days  with  the  chiefs.* 

The  Indians  were  gratified  at  this  respect  shown  their  nation,  and  by 
the  assurances  thus  given  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  whites ; and 
they  began  to  conceive  a high  regard  for  Eobertson,  who  had  conducted 
himself  with  so  grctit  propriety,  dignity,  and  kindness  among  them. 
The  skill  and  success  with  which  he  had  effected  the  purposes  of  his 
dangerous  mission,  elevated  him  in  the  regard  of  his  fellovr-adventurers. 
From  this  time  he  was  granted  the  post  of  honor;  the  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities of  a leader,  in  civil  and  military  affairs,  were  devolved  upon 
him,  and  to  the  close  of  his  life  he  found  them  to  he  many  and  weighty, 
and  with  small  remuneration  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view.  Indeed,  the 
men  who  labored  most  in  those  days  for  the  service  of  their  fellow-citizens 
had  small  desire,  hope,  or  prospect  of  such  reward  for  their  toils  and 
peril.  To  be  credited  for  deeds  of  noble  daring, to  know  that  tiiey 
had  done  their  country  some  service,  that  they  had  relieved  or  succored 
the  distressed,  defended  the  weak,  avenged  the  wronged,  and  that  these 
acts  w'ere  properly  appreciated,  seemed  to  be  glory  enough,^’  and  all  the 
reward  they  de>ired.  However  much  of  this  was  due  to  them,  and  grate- 
fully and  graciously  bestowed  in  their  lifetime,  the  debt  is  not  yet  fully 
discharged;  there  remains  a largo  accumulation,  with  compound  interest, 
for  their  posterity  to  pay.  We  are  all  their  debtors,  and  should  delight 
to  do  honor  to  their  memories. 

* During  Dobertson’s  visit  to  the  chiefs,  he  ascerfained  that  the  Indians  had 
several  prisoners  in  their  nation.  Application  was  made  to  the  Governor  to  adopt 
measures  to  obtain  ilic  release  of  the  captives.  A demand  w'as  made  upon  the 
Cherokees  for  a redress  of  wrongs  and  a surrender  of  prisoners,  but  the  Indians 
“so  shifted  the  accusation  from  <me  tribe  to  other,  that  it  was  •without  elTect.” 

It  has  beeu  said  tliat  the  (.h-ahtreos  liad  lost  a brotlicr  in  the  attack  on  Boone's 
party,  and  that  thi.s  shooting  of  an  Imlian  at  the  ball-play  was  an  act  of  retalia- 
tion. “This  w’as  tlie  iirst  Indian  >)lood  shed  by  a white  man  sineo  the  treaty  of 
Bouquet.” 

It  was  not  until  tlie  fall  of  1774  [Gollins'  Kentucky]  that  Mrs.  Boone  became 
“the  first  lady  in  Kentucky.”  Boone  was  then  in  the  employ  of  Col.  Henderson. 
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“What  can  we  pay  for  snch  noble  usage, 

But  grateful  praise?  so  Heaven  itself  is  paid.” 

“A  grateful  mind 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  still  pays;  at  once 
Indebted  and  discharged.” 

1773.  In  this  year  tliese  settlers  enjoyed  tlieir  new  homes  in  quiet : 
they  received  many  accessions  to  their  numbers,  and  they  were  mostly 
such  persons  as  could  be  heartily  welcomed. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

1774—1777.  - 

1774.  In  tills  year  many  parties  of  surveyors,  with  their  guards,  were 
sent  out  by  the  authority  of  Virginia,  to  select  and  locate  royal  grants 
and  military  warrants  in  Kentucky  ; and  as  some  of  these  parties  passed 
through  the  Watauga  settlements,  they  created  quite  a sensation,^’  and 
received  there  some  accession  to  their  numbers.  Large  tracts  of  land 
were  selected  in  the  south-western  portion  of  Kentucky,  and  upon  the 
borders  of  Tennessee.  The  settlers  on  the  south  side  of  the  division-line 
noticed  some  of  these  surveys  with  interest,  but  not  with  jealousy  or  dis- 
like. They  knew  that  whosoever  should  occupy  them  must  be  identihed 
with  themselves,  and  that  in  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  such  settlements, 
whether  north  or  south  of  this  as  yet  unestablished  boundary-line,  all 
were  concerned  alike. 

The  Indians  were  alarmed  at  the  advances.  The  claims  and  acts  of 
these  surveyors  and  woodmen,  by  word  and  deed,  gave  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  country  was  owned  by  the  whites.  The  Indians  saw  that 
they  intended  ere  long  to  establish  themselves  therein,  and  thus  occupy 
the  great  “ stock-farnd’ — the  hunting-grounds  between  the  Tennessee  and 
Ohio  rivers.  It  was  the  great  park  for  game.  There  were  no  Indian 
towns  or  settlements  between  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee.  It  was  open, 
neutral,  vacant  pasture-land. 

The  Shawnees  luul  commenced  hostilities  by  the  attack  upon  the  party 
of  Boone.  The  df>truction  of  the  family  of  Logan,  who  had  previously 
been  the  steadfast  friend  of  the  whites,  aroused  that  bold  warrior  to  deeds 
of  daring,  and  he  failed  ne-t  promptly  to  use  his  influence  among  the 
Shawnees  and  other  tribes  to  attempt  the  destruction  of  the  pale 
faces,’’  the  Virginians. 

“With  wings  as  swift 
As  medit.ation,  or  the  thoughts  of  love, 

He  swei't  to  his  revenge.” 
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An  alliance  was  soon  formed  between  the  northern  and  western  tribes, 
and  the  work  of  havoc  and  destruction  commenced  along  the  entire  Vir- 
ginia frontier. 

The  settlers  in  Carolina  upon  that  frontier  could  not  be  unconcerned 
at  these  massacres  : they  might  well  conclude  that,  if  the  settlements  in 
Kentucky  were  destroyed,  their  own  safety  was  endangered.  They  must 
be  involved  in  the  wnir;  and  if  this  should  be  at  a later  day,  it  would 
probably  be  under  accumulated  aggravations  and  disadvantages,  therclure 
were  they  concerned  to  take  a decided  part  at  once. 

Lord  Lunmore,  the  Governor,  was  preparing  to  meet  the  exigences 
of  the  occasion  wdth  proper  vigor,  and  to  inflict  such  a blow'  as  would  at 
once  terminate  or  greatly  diminish  these  marauding  and  murderous  incur- 
sions. He  directed  General  Andrew  Lewis  to  raise  four  regiments  of 
militia  and  volunteers  from  the  south-w'estern  counties,  to  assemble  at 
Camp  Union,  and  march  dow'ii  the  Kanawha  to  the  Ohio  river. 

General  Lewis  assembled  his  forces  on  the  Greenbrier  river,  and 
there  awaited  the  arrival  of  other  troops,  which  he  knew  vrere  organizing 
in  the  border-settlements  of  North  Carolina.  A company  of  fifty  men 
was  raised  and  equipped  in  what  are  now  Sullivan  and  Carter  counties  in 
East  Tennessee.  This  company  was  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Evan  Shelby,  and  joined  the  regiment  under  Colonel  Christian  in  the 
latter  part  of  August,  on  New  river;  thence  they  proceeded  and  joined 
the  forces  of  General  Lewis,  and  the  whole  army  took  up  the  line  of 
march  about  the  first  of  September,  and  by  slow'  and  diflicult  advances 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha  on  the  6th  day  of  October.  For 
four  days  the  army  was  encamped  here,  and  w'ithout  apprehension  uf 
danger. 

1774.  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  lOtli  October,  James  Ilol»ert- 
son  and  Valentine  Sevier  (who  w'ere  officers  in  Shelby’s  company)  were 
beyond  the  encampment,  looking  for  deer  or  other  game,  and  c:imc 
suddenly  upon  the  Indians,  who  had  then  advanced  to  within  hall  a mile 
of  General  Lewis’s  camp.  They  were  approaching  in  very  regular  order, 
and  by  a line  extending  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  back  to  the  hilh,  and 
across  the  point  towards  the  Kanawha  river,  evidently  intending  to  (am- 
fine  the  Americans  to  their  position  on  the  point  between  the  rivers. 
Robertson  and  Sevier  were  within  ten  steps  of  the  advaneing  fo«^ : they 
fired  at  the  advancing  column.  It  was  yet  too  dark  to  “ take  sight  ’ or 
deliberate  aim,  but  this  fire  was  so  unexpected  that  the  Indians  came  to 
a general  halt,  thus  atfording  llnbertsoii  and  Sevier  time  to  run  into  the 
camp,  give  the  alarm,  and  arouse  every  man  to  arms.  Instantly  wa.'J 
Colonel  Charles  Lewis  ordered  to  advance  with  one  hundred  mid  filly 
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men  towards  the  hills  and  near  the  Kanawha  river.  The  like  force, 
under  Colonel  William  Fleming,  was  directed  to  the  right,  up  the  hanks 
of  the  Ohio.  These  forces  had  scarcely  passed  the  line  of  sentinels, 
W'hen  they  were  met  by  the  enemy,  and  a hot  and  deadly  conflict  com- 
menced. In  a short  time  the  entire  forces  on  each  side  were  fiercely 
engaged,  and  the  battle  continued  during  most  of  the  day.  Tdany  feats 
of  daring  and  individual  contests  took  place  under  and  along  the  banks 
of  the  rivers,  and  the  dead  xkmericans  and  Indians  w^re  scattered  from 
the  waters  of  the  one' river  to  the  wafers  of  the  other.  Before  the  dose 
of  day  the  savages  had  retreated,  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  dead  and 
wounded  were  hunted  up  and  properly  attended  to. 

Of  the  Americans,  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  about  the  same  number  of  the  savage  enemy.^’* — Haywood. 

The  celebrated  Cornstalk,  a Shawnee  chief,  commanded  the  united 
forces  of  Shawnecs,  Delawares,  Mingoes,  and  others,  throughout  the  day. 
It  is  admitted  that  ^Hie  performed  prodigies  of  valor,  and  that  in  what- 
ever direction  his  voice  was  heard,  from  thence  immediately  issued  a thick 
and  deadly  fire.” 

Not  alone  have  the  writers  of  the  Annals  of  Tennessee,  and  of  the  bio- 
graphies of  her  sons,  given  great  praise  to  those  who  marched  from  East 
Tennessee  and  participated  in  this  important  battle,  but  all  American 
historians  applaud  their  conduct.  All  the  provincial  ofiicers  acknow- 
ledge their  indebtedness  to  the  two  Tennesseeans  who  so  providentially 
discovered  the  lurking  foe,  and  fought  so  bravely  throughout  the  day. 
It  was  by  many  admitted  that,  but  for  this  timely  discovery  and  alarm, 
the  whole  xVmerican  force  would  in  all  probability  have  been  routed  and 
destroyed,  upon  the  land  or  in  the  waters  of  the  two  rivers.  The  plan, 
the  advance,  and  the  attack  throughout,  evinced  much  judgment  and 
bravery.  The  frequency  with  which  the  Shawnee  chief  was  enabled  to 
renew  the  assault  from  point  to  point,  proved  his  extraordinary  influence 
over  his  forces,  and  his  readiness  to  make  this  a field  of  blood.  Ho  evi- 
dently hoped  to  be  able  to  break  the  lines  and  drive  the  provincials  into 
the  rivers.  Had  he  but  succeeded  in  his  struggle  to  penetrate  the  lines, 
he  doubtless  would  have  made  the  havoc  and  destruction  much  greater. 


* Commissioned  officers  killed  or  wounded,  - - 12 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed,  - - 75 

Wounded,  - --  --  --  - 141 

Total, 223 
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It  certainly  is  worthy  of  note  that  when  this  battle  was  fought,  the 
first  Provincial  Congress  was  in  session  at  Philadelphia;  that  in  the 
‘‘  backwoods  of  America’^  a thousand  men  could  be  promptly  called  into 
service,  equipped,  and  marched  through  dense  forests,  over  the  mountains 
and  down  the  valleys,  and,  under  brave  and  skillful  officers,  contend  vrith 
any  enemy  that  might  be  presented;  that  they  had  given' the  combined 
forces  of  the  most  warlike  Indians  such  a reception  and  repulse  that  tlu^y 
did^  not  in  force  reuew  their  attacks  upon  the  whites  until  they  were 
assured  the  whites  were  at  war  among  themselves,  after  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence. 

During  the  absence  of  so  many  beads  of  families  and  brave  men  from 
the  settlements  in  East  Tennessee,  we  have  no  record  of  any  alra-m  or 
disturbance  to  those  settlements  by  the  neighboring  Indians,  although  it 
is  not  doubted  that  they  had  information  of  much  of  the  preparutimi 
making  for  the  deadly  conflict,  whether  by  the  red  men  or  the  whites. 
Enjoying  possession  of  their  lands  under  the  several  leases  and  the  in- 
cipient treat}^  made  by  Henderson  in  1774,  the  earliest  settlers,  and  the 
many  who  had  more  recently  moved  in,  had  as  much  land  as  they  then 
needed ; and,  with  an  abundance  of  game  and  good  crops,  they  had  cau^c 
to  be  thankful  and  quiet. 

1775.  Under  the  compact  of  government  adopted  by  Eobertson  and 
his  associates,  the  affairs  of  the  little  community  were  well  coiidiictod. 
They  enjoyed  quiet  generally,  their  clearings  in  the  forest’’  were  ex- 
tended, log-houses  were  substituted  for  tents  and  “ half-faced  camps.” 
Their  improvements  were  becoming  too  valuable  and  their  homes  too 
pleasant  to  be  endangered  by  the  termination  of  an  eight  years’  lease.” 
An  indefiiute  extension  or  renewal  on  long  time  began  to  be  talked  of  as 
important.  There  was  a general  willingness  to  contribute  means  in 
order  to  secure  such  a result.  Some  of  the  Indian  chiefs  had  manife^ri'd 
a friendly  inclination  to  such  desires.  In  the  previous  year  consultations 
had  taken  place,  and  a scheme  been  projected  among  some  very  en tor- 
prising  men,  to  make,  not  a as  Eobertson  and  Erown  had  done,  bi:t 

^ purchase,  0^  ‘‘ffiiiy  extent  of  country  which  the  Indians  would  soli.  ’ 
Tlie  people  on  Watauga  were  too  poor  to  buy  more  than  tlic  territory 
they  had  already  secured  by  leases,  and  with  this  they  were  well  content, 
lor  it  was  rich  and  healthy. 

Eobertson  however  informed  Boone  (an  agent  for  persons  who  con- 
templated the  grand  acf[uisition  ) that  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the 
Cherokees  ‘‘were  becoming  fond  of  gay  clothing,  of  car  and  nose-jewels, 
and  ot  tinkling  ornaments.”  They  wished  to  indulge  in  some  of  the 
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vrliite  man’s  tastes  and  habits,  lie  believed  they  would  trade — would 
sell. 

The  Transylvania  Land  Company  was  then  organized.  Colonel  Richard 
Henderson  and  his  associates  had,  in  the  year  1774,  sent  agents  among 
the  Cherokees,  to  sound  the  chiefs  in  regard  to  a sale  of  their  right  and 
claim  to  the  Kentucky  country/’  of  the  richness  of  which  Boone  and 
others  had  given  ymost  glowing  accounts.  These  agents  said  to  the 
Cherokees;  ‘*You  have  no  towns  there;  other  Indian  hunters  kill  the 
game  there  whenever  they  please,  and  probably  more  of  it  than  do  you. 
None  of  you  have  towns  in  that  wilderness.  . . . We  will  pay  you 

for  your  claim.  Come  to  the  Sycamore  Shoals,  and  have  a talk  with 
your  friends.” 

Under  such  persuasions  a number  of  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  war- 
riors, made  their  appearance  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  to  meet 
Colonel  Henderson  and  others.  The  presence  of  Robertson  was  deemed 
important : he  was  personally  accpiainted  with  several  of  the  influential 
chiefs : he  had  learned  to  converse  in  the  Cherokee  language.  The 
Indians  had  much  confidence  in  him,  and  it  was  true,  as  it  was  said, 

He  had  winning  ways,  and  made  no  fuss.” 

March  17th.  “Upon  this  occasion,”  says  Haywood,  “and  before  the 
Indians  had  concluded  to  make  the  cession,  Oconriostota,  a Cherokee 
orator,  called  also  Chief  Warrior  and  First  Representative,  as  also  head 
prince  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  (and  the  same  person  whose  elegant 
^ Indian-Treaty  pitcher’  was  presented  to  the  Tennessee  Historical 
ciety  by  Mrs.  President  Polk,)  delivered  a very  animated  and  pathetic 
speech”  in  opposition  to  any  sale  of  lands;  but,  in  despite  of  his  eloquence 
and  arguments  and  predictions,  the  cession  was  made.  “ The  country 
which  we  and  our  forefathers  have  sO  long  occupied  [to  quote  the  words 
of  the  orator]  has  been  called  for,  and  the  small  remnant  of  the  nation, 
once  so  great  and  powerful,  has  become  almost  extinct.”  Ilis  opposition 
was  unavailing,  the  treaty  was  made,  and  the  Cherokee  claim  to  Kentucky 
extinguished. 

So  much  having  been  granted  to  Henderson  and  his  associates,  the 
Watauga  settlers  renewed  their  application  for  a change  of  their  lease 
into  a deed;  and  <ou  the  second  day  after  the  Henderson  Treaty,  a con- 
veyance was  made  to  Charles  Robertson  of  a large  tract  of  land,  includiner 
the  settlements  upon  tlie  M atauga  and  Holstoii.  Robertson  executed 
regular  deeds  to  the  settlors,  whose  titles  were  confirmed  ultimately  by 
patents. 

The  deed  to  Robertson  concludes  : The  said  Charles  Robertson,  his 
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lieirs  and  assigns^  shall  and  may,  peaceably  and  quietly,  have,  hold, 
possess,  and  enjoy  said  premises,  without  let,  trouble,  hindrance,  or  mo- 
lestation, interruption,  and  denial  of  them,  the  said  Oconnostota  and  the 
rest,  or  any  of  the  said  nation. 

Signed  in  presence  of 


John  Sevier, 

his 

Wm.  Bailey  Smith, 

Oconnostota, 

X 

mark. 

[Seal] 

Jesse  Benton, 

Attacullecully, 

X 

[Seal] 

Tillman  Dixon, 

Tennesy  Warrior, 

, X 

[Seal] 

‘William  Blevins, 
•'Thos.  Price.  ■ 

Yv^illiuawaugh. 

X 

[Seal] 

Jas.  Yann,  Linguister. 

days  later,  Jacob  Brown  obtained 

a similar  deed,  for  a 

large  and 

choice  body  of  lands  on  the  '‘Xonachuck^,”  (now  called  Xolichucky,) 
which  at  this  day  are  the  rich  and  valuable  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Greene  and  Washington. 

These  purchases  were  very  fairly  and  honestly  made,  and  were  intrin- 
sically of  more  worth  than  many  a treaty  made  v/ith  greatest  formality". 
And  although  they  were  by  the  State  recognized  as  inchoate  titles,  (the 
sanction  of  the  State  being  required  in  confirmation,)  there  was,  in  fact, 
no  further  consideration  paid  to  the  Indian  grantors.  Consequently  it 
is  reasonable  and  just  to  claim  for  these  early  lessees  and  grantees  from 
the  Indian  chiefs,  the  credit  and  honor  of  fair  dealings  and  the  true  in- 
itiative of  future  treaty-titles. 

The  Indians  never  charged  Eobertson,  Sevier,  or  Brown,  with  having 
defrauded  them ; they  never  said  that  these  men  had  deceived  them ; 
they  never  said  to  either  of  them,  as  one  chief  did  to  Colonel  Henderson, 

You,  Carolina  Dick,  are  a great  rascal : you  make  believe  we  sold  you 
more  lands  than  we  ever  claimed  or  hunted  on.’’ 

1T74-.5.  But  now  our  attention  is  called  from  the  consideration  ut 
Indian  disturbances  to  these  few  settlements,  and  of  the  measures  whi'di 
were  adopted  to  secure  peace  and  happy  homes.  Transactions  ol  a tar 
more  solemn  character  aroused  the  energies  and  ditluse<l  rhe  spirit  ul 
imh'peiidence  throughout  the  Colonies  of  North  America.  The  metL'>ures 
which  had  for  some  time  been  pursued  by  the  Briti.di  Government 
towards  these  Colonies  were  moving  “ the  great  deep” — the  inmost  soul 
of  the  people — and  impelling  them  to  resistance,  ami  ultimately  to  inde- 
pendence. This  tendency  was  plain. 

As  early  as  April  5,  1774,  suggestions  had  been  made  and  measures 
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proposed  for  tlie  assembling  of  a Provincial  Congress,  to  consult  and 
cooperate  witn  similar  bodies  in  otlier  Colonies  as  to  suitable  remonstrances 
and  opposition  to  the  infringement  of  tlieir  rights.  Delegates  were 
chosen  to  assemble  at  Nevvd)crn,  North  Carolina,  in  August,  1774,  The 
conclusion  of  their  deliberations  was,  resistance  to  all  unconstitutional 
encroachments  whatsoever.^^ 

In  the  Annals  of  Tennessee  it  is  happily  remarked  that  though  the 
infant  settlements  west  of  the  mountains  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
represented  at  Nevrbern,  these  western  pioneers  were  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  society,  and  her  brave  soldiery  had  volunteered  in  an  expedition, 
distant,  toilsome,  dangerous,  patriotic,  against  the  inroads  of  a savage 
enemy ; thus  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  self-government  and  self- 
defence,  which  events  transpiring  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  mountain 
soon  after  rendered  necessary  and  important.’^ 

“ Thouglits  that  frown  upon  our  mirth 
Will  smile  upon  our  sorrow, 

And  mauy  dark  fears  of  to-day 
May  bo  bright  hopes  to-morrow.” 

And  thus  the  patriots  of  that  day  thought,  trusted,  lioped,  persevered, 
and  realized. 

We  have  seen  that  the -settlers  on  Watauga  had  early  defied  the  orders 
of  haughty  emissaries  of  the  British  Cxovernment,  to  depart  from  the 
homes  they  had  selected  iu  the  wilderness,  preferring  to  trust  to  their 

rights  by  possession’^  and  confirmations  by  the  Indians.  The  truth  is, 
they  had  no  fear  of  or  love  for  a king  who  sat  upon  a throne  thousands 
of  miles  distant  from  them,  and  the  consciousness  of  whose  claims  to 
authority  over  them  was  only  felt  in  the  petty  annoyances  and  arrogant 
pretensions  of  strangers,  with  parchment-roll  of  high  hut  contemned  and 
‘‘  brief  authority.’^ 

Governor  Martin  denied  the  right  of  any  individuals  to  enter  into 
contraot.s  or  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  claimed  for  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment (or  himself)  the  sole  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  and  therefore 
pronounced  the  purchases  recently  made  to  be  illegal;  and  this  he 
announced  by  proclamation,  so  that  the  Indian  chiefs  themselves  and 
their  people  might  hear  of  it,  and  believe  that  they  hael  been  imposed 
upon,  and  consequently  unite  with  the  agents  of  the  Governor  in  annoy- 
ing the  settlers,  and  in  measures  ultimately  to  drive  them  away.  But  he 
greatly  Tuisjudgod  the  chara«'ter  of  these  people,  and  the  influence  of  his 
acts  and  those  of  his  agents.  Indeed,  we  regard  the  measures  and 
speeches  of  men  in  pow'or  at  that  time,  in  England  and  among  the 
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Colonies^  as  wisely  and  purposely  ordained  of  Heaveu  to  alienate  the 
Americans,  and  force  them  to  self-reliance  and  to  independcnQe. 

“The  second  Provincial  Congress  assembled  at  Newbern,  3d  April, 
1775,  being  the  same  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature.  The  members  elected  by  the  people  to  the  one 
were  generally  the  same  elected  to  the  other. 

“As  the  Provincial  Assembly,  with  few  exceptions,  consisted  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Congress,  and  as  the  Speaker  of  the  former  was  also  the 
Moderator  of  the  latter  body,  their  proceedings  are  a little  mixed  and 
farcical.  The  Congress  would  be  in  session  when  the  Governor’s  secretary 
^ would  arrive,  and  then  Mr.  Moderator  Harvey  would  turn  himself  into 
hir.  Speaker  Harvey,  and  proceed  to  the  despatch  of  public  busifiess. 
The  xVssembly  too  would  occasionally  forget  its  duty,  and  trespass  upon 
the  business  of  the  Congress.” 

The  Governor  had,  by  proclamation  and  otherwise,  denounced  an  I 
endeavored  to  prevent  the  meetings  of  Congress  : these  were  met  by  a 
counter  proclamation,  and  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  people.  The  result 
was,  “On  the  8th  April,  1775,  the  Assembly  was  dissolved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor’s proclamation,  and  thus  ceased  for  ever  all  legislative  action  in 
North  Carolina  under  the  royal  government.”  It  was  your  own  act ; 
you  cannot  say  “ we  did  it.” 

One  month  later,  or  on  20th  May,  was  signed  and  published  the 
“ iMecklcnburg  Declaration  of  Independence.” 

There  are  many  proofs  that  the  spirit  of  independence  pervaded  a large 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  State  or  Colony  at  that  day.  If  they  did 
not  meditate  a separation  from  the  mother  country,  there  was  a decided 
spirit  of  resistance  to  acts  of  arbitrary  power,  and  to  all  attempts  at 
taxation  without  representation,  and  to  the  mode  of  appointing 
officers. 

In  xkugust  the  Provincial  Congress  met  at  Hillsborough.  At  this  time 
the  haughty  Governor  had  fled  from  his  elegant  home,  and  taken  relue:e 
on  board  his  Majesty’s,  King  George’s,  ship  Cruiser, in  Capo  Ftar 
river.  Thence  he  issued  sundry  proclamations  and  orders,  tlie  chiot  and 
best  effect  of  which  was  to  give  the  people  a “merrier  heart,  brighter 
face,  and  many  a jibe,  joke,  and  jollification.”  They  resolved  to  .'Sup- 
port the  Continental  Congress,  and  this  “ with  an  oath,”  and  heartily. 

A “Committee  of  Safety,”  empowered  to  preserve  peace,  order,  and 
good  government,  was  now  appointed  by  the  Hillsborough  Congress;  and 
it  is  justly  said,  “This  was  the  most  important  committee  ever  yet  ap- 
pointed by  pojiular  authority,  and  it  achieved  one  of  the  most  dithcult  and 
trying  ends  of  the  Hcvolution.  It  substituted  a regular  government, 
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resting  entirely  on  popular  autliority,  for  that  of  the  royal  goyernment, 
and  annihilated  every  vestige  of  the  power  of  Jo.  Martin.  Nothing  but 
the  idle  and  vain  ^theory’  of  allegiance  to  the  throne  was  left  to  remind 
V the  people  of  the  recent  origin  of  their  power.”* 

We  feel  confident  that  the  settlers  with  liobertson,  Brown,  and  Carter, 
fully  participated  in  the  sentiments  announced,  and  heartily  concurred  in 
the  resolutions  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who  were  more  immediately  repre- 
sented in  the  Congress  and  popular  conventions  and  committees. 

1776.  The  Congress  of  North  Carolina  met  again,  April  4,  1776,  and 
this  body  passed  the  first  resolve,  recommending  a Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence by  the  Continental  Congress.”  This  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously,  and  was  presented  to  the  Continental  Congress,  May  27, 
1776,  nearly  six  weeks  prior  to  the  Declaration,  July  4. 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  measures  of  the  refugee  governor,  and 
other  royal  agents,  were  brewing  mischief  in  the  Indian  nations.  Orders 
also  from  the  British  Vvmr  Department  were  received  by  John  Stuart, 
Superintendent,  and  by  him  -widely  circulated,  to  excite  the  native 
Indians  to  acts  of  violence  and  blood.  The  agent,  Cameron,  who  resided 
among  the  Cherokees,  was  active  in  exertions  to  arouse  the  fury  of  the 
savages,  and  he  might  have  had  the  ‘Mnfamous  reputation  of  success,” 
had  not  a ‘‘■'half-breed”  woman,  known  as  Nancy  Ward,  communicated  to 
the  people  of  Ilolston,  Carter’s  Valley,  and  Watauga,  the  preparations 
making  by  the  Indians  for  an  invasion  and  war.  This  intelligence  was 
conveyed  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Virginia,  and  as,  at  the  same  time, 
information  was  given  that  some  of  the  people  at  Brown’s  station  or 
settlement,  were  Torie?,  Carter  was  advised  to  take  prompt  measures  to 
“ commit  them  to  the  ‘ good  cause,’  or  place  them  under  such  surveillance” 
and  care,  that  no  harm  should  be  done  by  them.  A body  of  men  pro- 
ceeded to  Brown’s  settleuu'iit,  and  called  the  inhabitants  together,  not 
letting  them  know  for  what  purpose  until  they  convened,  and  then  an 
oath  was  administered  to  bo  faithful  to  the  cause  of  American  liberties. 
For  further  security.  Brown’s  people  were  united  with  those  on  Watauga, 
with  an  agreement  to  elect  officers  to  act  for  and  (wer  all  as  one  settle- 
ment. Brown  and  Carter  wore  elected  Colonels,  and  Wominack,  Major, 
and  Jaynes  Iioherfson,  (hmuuandant  of  the  Watauga  Fort.  Here  i-s  the 
Bcgulator  in  appropriate  po>ition.  These  uirHed  settlements  chose  four 
delegates  or  representatives  to  attend  the  Convention  or  Congress  at 
Halifax,  and  they  took  part  in  the  proceeilings  ami  in  the  act  to  estabdish 
their  distant  region  into  a I>is{rict,  to  be  called  Washington ; thus,  perhaps, 
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beinf^  the  first  to  do  honor  to  themselves  and  the  cause  of  liberty,  by 
selectin.e:  the  name  of  the  true  representative  of  honor  and  liberty. 

The  history  of  the  Watauga  government  will  never  be  written  with 
entire  satisfaction.  Complete  justice  to  all  the  parties,  governor.s  and 
governed,  cannot  be  done.  It  was  simple  in  its  form,  democratic  in 
principle,  and  popular  in  its  administration.  The  persons'  who  acted 
at  various  times  as  clerk,  were  men  of  worth;  and  the  posts  of  honor 
and  usefulness  which  they  filled  in  this  little  community  were  but  ini- 
tiatory to  degrees  of  greater  honor,  and  to  spheres  of  far  more  extensive 
usefulness.  Felix  Walker,  Thomas  Gomley,  William  Tatum,  and  John 
Sevier,  served  their  apprenticeship  here  as  clerks. 

By  the  painstaking  researches  of  the  worthy  annalist  of  Tennessee, 
the  most  interesting  document  relative  to  this  government  wliich  has  yet 
come  down  to  our  day,  was  discovered  in  the  State  archives  at  llaleigli.  It 
is  a Petition  and  Kemonstrance  of  the  citizens  at  Watauga;  among  other 
things,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  North  Carolina.  It  is  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  John  Sevder,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  composed  by  him.  It 
wilt  do  credit  to  him  who  subsec^uently  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Franklin,  and  the  first  Governor  of  Tennessee.  As  it  belongs  also  to  the 
history  of  James  Robertson,  and  is  of  great  interest  in  its  historical 
statements,  we  quote  it  entire  : 

‘*2b  the  Hoiiorahle  the  Provincial  Council  of  jVortJi  Carolina. 

“The  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  District, 
including  the  river  Wataugah,  Nonachuckie,  etc.,  in  Committee  a.ssemblcd, 
humbly  showeth,  that  about  six  years  ago,  Colonel  Donelson,  in  behalf 
of  the  Colony  of  Yirginiii,  held  a treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
order  to  purchase  the  lands  of  the  Western  Frontier;  in  consequence  of 
which  treaty  many  of  your  petitioners  settled  on  the  lands  of  the  Wa- 
taugah, etc.,  expecting  to  be  within  the  Virginia  line,  and  consequently 
hold  their  lands  by  their  improvements  as  first  settlers ; but  to  their  gia'at 
disappointment,  when  the  line  was  run,  they  were  (contrary  to  tlieir  ex- 
pectations) left  out ; finding  themselves  thus  disappointed,  and  being  Um) 
inconveniently  situated  to  remove  back,  and  feeling  an  unwiUlngnoss  to 
lose  the  labor  bc.^towed  on  their  plantations,  they  applied  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  and  leased  the  land  for  the  term  of  ten  years  : before  the  expi- 
ration of  wliich  term,  it  appeared  that  many  persons  of  distinction  were 
actually  making  purchases  for  ever;  thus  yieMing  a precedent,  (sup- 
posing many  of  them,  who  were  gentlemen  of  the  law,  to  be  better  judges 
of  the  Constitution  than  vve  were,)  and,  considering  the  liad  consequences 
it  must  bo  attended  with,  shouM  the  reversion  be  purchased  out  of  our 
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hancb^  we  next  proceeded  to  make  a piirchase  of  tlie  lands,  reserving 
those  in  our  possession  in  sufficient  tracts  for  our  own  use,  and  resolving 
to  dispose  of  the  remainder  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

“This  purchase  was  made,  and  the  lands  acknowledged  to  us  and  our 
heirs  for  ever,  in  an  open  treaty,  in  Wataugah  Old  Fields,  a deed  being 
obtained  from  the  chiefs  of  said  Cherokee  nation,  for  themselves  and  their 
whole  nation,  conveying  a fee^simple  right  to  the  said  lauds,  to  us  and  our 
heirs  for  ever,  which  deed  was  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  (paid  to  them  in  goods,)  for  which  con- 
sideration they  acknowledged  themselves  fully  satisfied,  contented,  and 
paid,  and  agreed,  for  themselves,  their  whole  nation,  their  heirs,  etc.,  for 
ever  to  resign,  warrant,  and  defend  the  said  lands  to  us  and  our  heirs, 
etc.,  against  themselves,  their  heirs,  etc. 

“ The  purchase  was  no  sooner  made  than  we  were  alarmed  by  the 
reports  of  the  present  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  on  which  report  (taking  the  now  united  colonies  for  our  guide) 
we  proceeded  to  choose  a Committee,  which  was  done  unanimously  by 
consent  of  the  people.  This  committee  (willing  to  become  a party  in  the 
present  unhappy  contest)  resolved  (which  is  now  on  our  record)  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  open 
Committee  acknowledged  themselves  indebted  to  the  United  Colonies 
their  full  proportion  of  the  Continental  expense. 

“ Finding  ourselves  on  the  frontiers,  and  being  apprehensive  that,  for 
the  want  of  a proper  Legislature,  we  might  become  a shelter  for  such  as 
endeavored  to  defraud  their  creditors,  considering  also  the  necessity  of 
recording  deeds,  wills,  and  doing  other  public  business,  we,  by  consent  of 
the  people,  formed  a Court  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  taking  (by 
desire  of  our  constituents)  the  Virginia  laws  for  our  guide,  so  near  as  the 
situation  of  affairs  would  admit;  this  was  intended  for  ourselves,  and  was 
done  by  the  consent  of  every  individual;  but  wherever  we  had  to  deal 
with  people  out  of  our  district,  we  have  ruled  them  to  bail  to  abide  by 
our  determination  ; (which  was,  in  fact,  leaving  the  matter  to  reference ;) 
otherwise  we  disnihsed  their  suit,  lest  we  should  trespass  on  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Colonies.  In  short,  wo  have  endeavored  so  strictly  to  do 
justice  on  accounts,  etc.,  from  the  Colonies,  without  pretending  a right 
to  require  the  Coloiiy  seal. 

“We  therefore  tru.'^t  we  shall  be  considered,  as  we  deserve,  and  not  as 
we  have  (no  doubt)  Itcen  many  times  represented,  as  a lawless  mob.  It 
is  for  this  reason,  we  can  assure  yon,  that  we  petition.  We  now  again 
repeat  it,  that  it  is  for  want  of  proper  authority  to  try  and  punish  telons, 
we  can  only  mention  to  you  murderers,  horse-thieves,  and  robbers,  and 
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are  sorry  to  say  that  some  of  them  have  escaped  us  for  want  of  proper 
authority.  Wc  trust,  however,  this  wdll  not  long  he  the  case ; and  we 
again  and  again  repeat  it,  that  it  is  for  this  reason  that  we  petition  to 
this  honorahle  Assembly. 

‘‘Above  w^e  have  given  you  an  extract  of  our  proceedings  since  our 
settling  on  Wataugah,  Nonachuckie,  etc.,  in  regard  to  our  civil  afTairs. 
We  have  shown  you  the  causes  of  our  first  settling,  and  the  disappoint- 
ments we  have  met  with,  the  reason  of  our  lease  and  of  our  purchase,  the 
manjier  in  whicli  we  purchased,  and  how  we  hold  of  the  Indians  in  fee- 
simple,  the  causes  of  our  forming  a Committee,  and  the  legality  of  its 
election,  the  same  of  our  court  and  its  proceedings,  and  our  reasons  for 
petitioning  in  regard  to  our  Legislature. 

“ We  will  now  proceed  to  give  you  some  account  of  our  military  estab- 
lishments, which  wmre  chosen  agreeable  to  the  rules  established  by  con- 
vention and  officers  appointed  by  the  Committee.  This  being  done,  wc 
thought  it  proper  to  raise  a company  on  the  District  service,  as  our  pro- 
portion, to  act  in  the  common  cause  on  the  sea-shore,  xi  company  of 
fine  riflemen  were  accordingly  enlisted,  and  put  under  Ca])taui  James 
liohcrtson,  and  wmre  actually  embodied,  when  we  received  sundry  letters 
and  depositions : (copies  of  which  wm  now  enclose  you :)  you  wull  then  readily 
judge  that  there  was  occasion  for  them  in  another  place,  where  we  daily 
expected  an  attack.  We  therefore  thought  proper  to  station  them  on 
our  frontiers,  in  defence  of  the  common  cause,  at  the  expense  and  risque 
of  our  own  private  fortunes,  till  farther  public  orders,  which  we  flatter 
ourselves  w'ill  give  no  offence.  We  have  enclosed  you  sundry  proceed- 
ings at  the  station  where  our  men  now  remain. 

\\  e shall  now  submit  the  -whole  to  your  candid  and  impartial  judgment. 
We  pray  your  mature  and  deliberate  consideration  in  our  behalf,  that 
you  may  annex  us  to  your  province  (whetlier  as  county,  district,  or 
other  division)  in  such  manner  as  may  enable  us  to  share  in  the  glorious 
cause  of  Liberty,  enforce  our  laws  under  authority,  and  in  every  respect 
become  the  best  members  of  society  ; and  for  ourselves  and  constituents 
■wo  hope  we  may  venture  to  assure  you  that  we  shall  adhere  strictly  ti) 
your  determinations,  and  that  nothing  will  be  lacking,  or  any  thing  no- 
glecti.'d,  that  may  add  weight  (in  the  civil  or  military  establishments)  to 
the  glorious  cause  in  which  wc  are  now  struggling,  or  contribute  to  the 
welfare  of  our  own  or  ages  yet  to  come. 

“ 1 hat  you  may  strictly  examine  every  part  of  tliis  our  petition,  and 
delay  no  time  in  annexing  us  to  your  province,  in  such  a manner  as  your 
Tvisilom  .‘^hall  direct,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of  those  ayIio,  for  themselves 
and  constituents,  as  in  duty  bouml,  shall  ever  pray. 
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John  Carter,  Cli’man, 

John  Sevier, 

John  Jones, 

Charles  Bobertson, 

Jas.  Smith, 

George  Rusel, 

James  Robertson, 

Jacob  Brown, 

Jacob  Womack, 

Zach.  Isbell, 

Wm.  Been, 

Robert  Lucas. 

The  above  signers  are 

the  members  in  Committee  assembled. 

YvLm. 

Tatham,  Clerk,  P.  T. 

Jacob  'W'omack, 

Jos.  Brown, 

William  Newberry, 

Joseph  Dunham, 

Job  Bumper, 

Adam  Sherrell, 

Bill  Durroou, 

Isaac  Wilson, 

Samuel  SherreH,  jun., 

Eelward  Hopson, 

Richard  Norton, 

Ossa  Rose, 

Lew.  Bowyer,  D.  Atty., 

George  Hutson, 

Henry  Bates,  jun.. 

Joseph  Butler, 

Thomas  Simpson, 

Jos.  Grimqs, 

Andw.  G reear. 

Valentine  Sevier, 

Ch’r  Cunningham,  sen. 

tis 

Joab  X -'litchell, 

mark. 

Jonathan  Tipton, 
Robert  Sevier, 

Josliua  Barton,  sen., 
Jond.  Bostin,  sen.. 

Gideon  Morris, 

Drury  Goodan, 

Henry  IHtes,  jun.. 

William  Crocket, 

Richard  Fletcher, 

Will’m  Dcid, 

Thos.  Dednion, 

Ellexander  Greear, 

Groves  Morris, 

David  Hiekev, 

Jos.  Greear, 

Wm.  Bates, 

Mark  3Iitchen, 

Andrew  Greear,  jun., 

Robt.  alosely, 

Hugh  Blair, 

Teeler  Nave, 

Geo.  Hartt, 

Elias  Pebeer, 

Lewis  Jones, 

Isaac  Wilson, 

Jos.  Brown, 

John  J.  Cox, 

Jno.  Waddell, 

John  Neave, 

John  Cox,  jun.. 

Jarret  Williams, 

John  Robinson. 

Abraham  Cox, 

Oldham  Hightower, 

Christ.  Cunningham, 

Emanuel  Shote, 

Abednego  II ix. 

Jas.  Easley, 

Tho.  Houghton, 

Charles  ^IcCastney, 

Ambrose  Hodge, 

Jos.  Luske, 

Frederick  Vaughn, 

Danl.  Morris, 

Wm.  lleeves. 

Jos.  3IcCartnoy, 

Wm.  Cox, 

David  Hughes, 

Mark  Robertson, 

James  Easley, 

Laiidon  Carter, 

Joseph  Calvit, 

John  Haile, 

John  McCormick, 

Joshua  Houg'hton, 

Elijah  Robertson, 

I>avid  Crocket, 

John  Chukinheard, 

William  Clark, 

Edw'd  Cox, 

James  Cooper, 

h'.6 

John  X Dunham, 

marie. 

Thus.  ITuglies, 
William  Roberson, 

William  Brokees, 
Julius  Roberts<on, 

Wm.  Overall, 

Henry  Siler, 

John  Kino:, 

iMatt.  Hawkins, 

Fredt'rick  Calvit, 

^Fichael  Ilirler, 

John  Brown, 

John  iMoore, 

John  Davi^, 

Joliii  Barley. 
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This  document  is  'without  date,  but  is  indorsed,  Received  August 
22,  1776/'  and  had  probably  been  drawn  up  in  the  early  part  of  that 
year. 

Tt  is  presumed  that  the  name  Wai^hinglon  District"  was  assumed  by 
the  people  petitioning,  at  the  suggestion  of  John  Sevier,  who  had  prob- 
ably been  acquainted  with  Colonel  George  "Washington,  now  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  American  army;  for  Sevier  was  a native  of  C'ir- 
giiiia,  and  had  resided  at  and  near  Williamsburg.  This  was  a most  suit- 
able tribute  of  respect  to  the  character  and  patriotism  of  Washington. 
Were  not  these  pioneer  settlers  and  patriots  of  Tennessee  the  Jin>t  thus  to 
do  honor  to  the  Father  of  his  country  ? 

Although  there  is  left  no  record  of  the  act  granting  the  especial 
prayer' of  this  petition  for  annexation,,  yet  subsequent  proceedings  prove 
that  such  must  have  been  the  fact,  as  the  people  of  this  new  district  wore 
represented  in  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Halifax,  in  AAvember,  1776, 
at  which  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  State  Constitution  were  adopted.  In 
the  roll  of  members  may  be  found,  from  Washington  Distric^t,  Vfatauga 
Settlement,"  Charles  Robertson,  John  Carter,  John  Haile,  John  Sevier, 
and  Jacob  Womack ; the  last  named  did  not  attend. 

We  regard  this  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  documents  issued  by  the 
patriotic  men  of  that  day ; it  is  worthy  of  the  careful  study  of  the  scholar 
and  statesman,  and  the  historians  of  the  country. 

The  residence  of  James  Robertson  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  island;  Colonel  Carter’s  was  half  a mile  north  of 
Elizabethton ; the  hospitable  Honey  cut' s was  near  the  junction  of  Roane 
Creek  and  Watauga. 

The  “Watauga  Fort"  was  erected  upon  a knoll  in  the  bottom-lands, 
about  one  mile  north-east  of  the  mouth  of  Gap  creek,  and  is  at  this  day 
easily  identified  by  the  large  locust  tree  and  a few  graves,  on  the  right  of 
the  road  to  Elizabethton.  In  this  fort  the  courts  of  the  Watauga  Asso- 
ciation, or  government,  were  held,  and  the  affairs  of  administration  con- 
ducted. There  were  erected  here,  of  logs  and  poles,  a court-hou.se  and 
jail,  the  former  of  which  was,  in  1782,  converted  into  a stable.  Several 
other  forts  were  erected  at  convenient  points. 

Hie  forts  erected  by  these  pioneer  settlers,  were  usually  made  of  pieces 
of  timber  firmly  set  in  the  ground  and  sharpened  at  the  upper  end.s,  and 
thc.^io  surrounded  tlie  cabins  and  a necessarv  quantity  of  ground.  Eog- 
hoii.<os,  or  block-houses,  as  they  were  usually  called,  with  port-holes, 
commanded  the  sides  of  the  fort,  d'hose  block-houses  were,  in  some 
instances,  surrounded  })y  a ditch  ; some  of  them  were  built  with  the  log.s 
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of  tlie  second  story  projecting  several  feet  over  tlie  body  of  the  building 
belovg  vith  look.-out  stations  and  port-boles  at  suitable  points.  Tlie  con- 
venience of  access  to  vrater  and  wood^  and  security  from  positions  in 
wbicb  an  enemy  could  find  near  and  secure  hiding  places  from  whence  to 
give  annoyance,  decided  the  location  of  these  forts  and  stations.  Such 
defences  continued  to  be  necessary  for  the  retreat  and  protection  of  all 
settlements  in  East  and  Middle  Tennessee  down  to  near  the  close  of  the 
century. 

About  the  middle  of  March  the  'VVatauga  Committee  received  informa- 
tion of  a contemplated  invasion  by  the  Indians,  instigated,  as  we  have 
seen,  b}’  British  influence. 

The  residence  of  Charles  Robertson  Wiis  on  Sinking  Creek,  near  "Wa- 
tauga River,  and  information  was  brought  to  him,  and  promptly  communi- 
cated to  the  Committee,  ’Mhat  the  Indians  are  determined  on  war.  The 
Cherokees  liave  received  a letter  from  Cameron  (the  British  agent)  that 
the  Creeks,  Chickasaws,  and  Choctaws  are  to  join  against  Georgia,  South 
Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia;  also,  that  Captain  Stuart  had 
gone  up  the  Mississippi  with  goods,  ammunition,  etc.,  for  the  northern 
nations,  to  cause  them  to  fall  on  the  people  of  the  frontier."’^ 

This  was  the  savage  policy  of  England  against  the  people  of  this 
countr}'.  General  Gage  had  said  in  a letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  dated 
Boston,  June  12,  1775,  ‘‘We  need  not  be  tender  of  calling  on  the 
savages  England  was  no  more  tender’^  thirty-seven  years  later. 

The  effect  of  this  iiitcliigence  and  such  threats  was,  to  produce  a closer 
union  among  the  settlers  and  very  decided  opposition  to  British  influence 
and  rule,  as  also  to  cause  tliese  woodmen  to  organize  and  drill  for  defensive 
and  offensive  war.  Tliese  men  of  vigorous  arm,  of  upright  and  buoyant 
heart,  driven  fromi  the  homes  of  their  childhood,  chiefly  by  the  vexatious  and 
tyrannous  acts  of  a distant  government,  that  had  no  syuipathy  in  their  suf- 
ferings, no  thanks  for  their  services,  and  no  care  for  their  welfare,  were 
hidden  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  mountains,  to  be  trained  by  hardships  and 
skilfully  prepared  f>r  important  service  and  deeds  of  glory,  in  the  hour 
of  their  country’s  greafest  need.  Divine  Provi<lencc  kept  them  as  a corys 
de  reserve,  the  l>o<ly  guard  of  Liberty,  the  concealed  minute-men  of 
Washington,  to  come  forth  to  IMusgrove’s  Mill  and  King’s  IMountain,  and 

turn  the  tide  of  battle  for  tlicir  countryfs  relief  and  safety 

The  purposes  of  wicked  rulers,  who  would  have  en‘«laved  them  or  soldi 
them  to  savage  cruelty,  wore  overruled  for  the  wisest  and  best  of  ends. 

*\.fter  the  trials  wore  ended,  the  victory  won,  and  independence  ac- 
knowledged, these,  and  thousands  of  other  rejoicing  free  hearts  in  Amo- 
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rica,  could  saj  to  their  brethren  of  England,  as  J oseph  to  his  in  Egypt ; 
“Ati  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  against  us ; but  G-od  meant  it  unto  good,  to 
bring  to  pass  as;  it  is  this  day,  to  save  much  people  alive. 

“Xing  though  he  be, 

And  king  in  England  too,  he  may  be  weak  (and  was.) 

And  vain  enough  to  be  ambitious  still ; 

May  exercise  amiss  his  proper  powers, 

Or  covet  more  than  freemen  choose  to  grant : 

Beyond  that  mark  is  treason.” 

The  threat  of  Indian  invasion  had,  as  we  have  remarked,  a my*t  happy 
ofTect  upon  the  people  at  Carter’s,  Brown’s,  and  Vvhitanga  settlements — 
uniting  tliem  to  resist  the  attack,  and  to  denounce  the  cruel  and  wicked 
designs  of  Britain.  They  increased  tlieir  defences. 

The  fort  at  IVatauga  wtis  sometimes  called  Eort  Lee,’^  and  such  B 
the  name  as  given  by  Sevier,  who  was  in  command  there. 

The  following  letter  from  Sevier  to  the  officers  of  Eincastle  county, 
giving  information  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  largo  force,  is  brici’ 
indeed,  without  one  word  of  the  little  fort  having  but  a force  of  forty 
men  ; no  sign  of  fear,  no  solicitation  of  aid  in  so  great  peril.  He  knew  it 
was  enough  to  say  to  these  patriotic  men,  “ The  enemy,  six  hundred 
strong,  are  coming,  with  the  avowed  intention  to  exterminate  or  drive  u.- 
away.  . . . That's  all — let  them  come.  Vhe  know  you  will  al-.) 

come,  and  so  will  others;  and  we  will  discuss  that  matter  with  them,  face 
to  face,  vrith  our  trusty  weapons  in  our  hands,  and  always  ready  in  de- 
fence of  our  homes,  our  wives  and  children,  and  sacred  rights 

“Fout  Lee,  July  11,  1770. 

Bear  Gentlemen  : Isaac  Thomas,  Wm.  Falling,  Jarot  William-, 
and  one  moie,  have  this  moment  come  in  by  making  their  escape  h-'uu 
the  Indians,  and  say  six  hundred  Indians  and  whites  were  to  start  t<>r 
this  fort,  and  intend  to  drive  the  country  up  to  Xew  Ilivcr  before  tlu,y 
return.  John  Sevier.'' 

July  20th,  1776. — The  threatened  invasion  took  place.  The  Indians, 
to  the  number  of  seven  hundred,  under  chosen  leaders,  made  their  appear- 
ance near  Katun’s  Station,  which  is  situated  some  live  or  six  miles  aliove 
the  junction  of  the  nortli  fork  with  the  main  Ilolst.m  river,  and  between 
these  two  streams.  'Proops  had  arrived  at  tills  station  from  the  other 
forts  and  settlements  in  the  lu'igliborhood,  and  siwnc  siiuiil  companies 
from  Virginia  and  the  more  distant  sottleiueiits  of  Xortli  Carolina. 
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' Early  in  the  morning  of  J nly  20th  a force  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men  marched  from  this  station  in  search  of  the  enemy;  discovered, 
attacked  them,  killed  thirteen  or  more,  and  chased  the  others  to  seme 
distance.  When  returning,  they  were  themselves  pursued  and  attacked 
W'ith  great  fury  and  daring.  The  Indians,  attempting  to  surround  the 
whites,  were  again  defeated,  their  commander  was  wounded,  and  several 
of  the  chief  warriors”  were  killed.  The  entire  number  of  killed,  as  far 
as  the  Americans  ascertained,  was  forty ; this  includes  some  who  died  of 
their  wounds.  great  day^s  work  in  the  woods,”  said  Sevier. 

The  result  of  this  battle  was  yet  more  favorable  to  the  settlers  than 
the  destruction  of  some  of  their  savage  foes  and  the  abating  or  checking 
of  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Cherokees.  It  added  still  more  to  the  deter- 
mination and  union  of  resolution  to  resist  the  cruel  purposes  of  the 
British  Government.  It  increased  the  confidence  in  and  esteem  for  each 
other ; attracted  the  attention  and  favor  of  the  new  Commonwealth ; 
inspired  military  ideas  and  a contempt  of  danger  from  Indians;  so  that 
afterwards,  as  Judge  Haywood  says,  ‘‘The  inquiry,  when  in  search 
of  Indians,  was  not,  ‘ How  many  of  them  are  there  V but  ‘ Where  are 
they  to  be  found  ? ^ ” 

July  21.  On  the  next  day  a party  of  Cherokees,  under  the  command 
of  “ Old  Abraham,”  of  Chilhowee,  attacked  the  Watauga  Station  or  Fort 
Lee,  in  which  wmre  James  Bobertson,  who  commanded,  Captain  John 
Sevier,  and  others,  forty  in  all.  They  w^ere  repulsed  wdth  some  loss."^ 

* It  was  at  this  time  ami  place  that  Captain  Sevier  received  to  liis  arms,  as  she 
fled  from  pursuing  savages,  Miss  Catharine  Sherril,  who  subsequently  became  his 
wife.  During  the  winter  of  177d-7  Captain  R-obertson  was  at  Wake  county.  North 
Carolina,  to  settle  his  private  affairs,  and  to  receive  from  Colonel  Michael  Roger?, 
guardian  of  his  brother  Mark,  the  legacies  and  personal  estate  to  which  he  was 
entitled  under  the  will  of  his  father. 
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CIIAPTEll  III. 

1777—1780. 

Parties  of  Indians  still  continued  to  lurk  around  tlic  settlements, 
stealing  or  killing  the  cattle,  if  they  could  not  capture  or  kill  the  iiih.ihit- 
ants.  These  annoyances  were  so  frequent  and  dangerous,  tliat  it  bt'cam.e 
manifest  that  more  active  measures,  upon  a large  scale,  must  be  adoi>ted 
put  an  end  to  them.  For  this  purpose  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  cany 
the  war  into  the  Xatioii.  The  Indians  had  too  often  and  for  too  long  a 
time  seen  the  whites  shut  up  in  their  forts  and  taking  shelter  in  tln-lr 
stations;  it  was  high  time  to  prove  to  them  that  there  were  towns  and 
homes  in  the  “ Nation,^'  and  men,  women,  and  children  there,  liable 
to  be  attacked  and  destroyed. 

With  this  end  in  view,  the  government  of  Virginia  gave  orders  to 
Colonel  Christian  to  raise  a force  and  march  to  the  very  heart  of  the 
Cherokee  settlements.  ^‘The  place  of  rendezvous  was  the  Great  Idand 
of  Ilolston.’'  A number  of  the  Watauga  people  engaged  in  this  ex- 
pedition. Kobertson  accompanied  it  in  command  of  a small  com- 
pany, He  found  little  occasion  for  display  of  warlike  spirit  in  the  cam- 
paign. 

Colonel  Christian  met  with  no  opposing  foe;  the  Indians,  under  tin* 
counsel  of  an  influential  trader  among  them,  named  Starr,  panic-strit  kt-n. 
fled  before  the  invaders.  Christian  destroyed  several  of  their  towns,  and, 
with  some  difficulty,  induced  a few  chiefs  to  meet  him  to  con.snlt  on 
terms  of  peace.  A general  council  was  agreed  to  be  held  at  Loiur  I>latid 
the  next  Way.  The  army  then  returned  to  Long  Island  and  were  ill.— 
bandeil.  A small  force  was  retained  in  service,  and  erected  Fort  Henry, 
so  named  in  honor  of  the  patriotic  Governor  of  Virginia. 

In  the  inarch  through  the  Indian  country,  the  oflicers  and  soldior.^J 
were  surprLscil  to  see  so  rich  a body  of  lands,  abundantly  watered,  attract- 
ive, and,  in  the  opinion  of  all  white  men,  ‘‘  requiring  settlement  and 
cultivation.”  Many  of  them,  during  their  march  or  encampments,  made 
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seIcctioRS  for  their  future  hovies  ; not  counting  the  cost  or  consequences 
to  thcmselTes  or  others. 

Intelligence  was  raniJly  conimunicatcd  to  the  people  upon  the  Eoanoke, 
in  Virginia,  and  the  Yadkin,  in  Carolina,  as  to  the  character  of  tliis  new  , 
country  and  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  agriculture.  The  consequence 
was,  the  tide  of  emigration  set  heavily  to>vard  these  Indian  borders. 
Under  the  impression  that  the  settlements  were  within  the  limits  of 
Virginia,  the  military  command  of  the  country  was  committed  to  Colonel 
Arthur  Campbell,  of  Washington  county,  Virginia.  He  ordered  Captain 
Hobertsoii  to  keep  the  people  of  Watauga  assembled  at  two  places,  for 
mutual  protection  and  safety.  A force  of  four  hundred  men  was  ordered 
to  be  stationed  on  the  south-western  frontiers,  to  protect  the  inhabitants. 
This  force  v'as  divided  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Evan 
Shelby  and  Major  Anthony  Bledsoe.  They  were  fully  committed  to  the 
war  of  the  B evolution. 

These  active  measures  had  decided  influence  in  favor  of  the  epaiet  of 
all  the  settlements.  A few  murders  were,  however,  committed.  On  the 
lOth  of  July,  Frederick  Calvit  was  shut  and  scalped.  Capflain  Ilobertson 
pursued  the  Indians  with  a small  force  of  nine  men,  killed  one  Indian, 
and  retook  ten  horses.  On  his  return  in  the  evening,  he  vras  attacked  by 
a party  of  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  who  wounded  two  of  his  men ; Robert- 
son returned  the  fire  very  bravely,  but  was  obliged  to  retreat  on  account 
of  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  some  of  whom  were  at  least 
wounded.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  he  fought  his  way  out.’^  The 
Indians  had  surrounded  his  little  party,  but  yet  kept  at  c[uite  a respectful 
distance.  They  appeared  in  large  numbers  before  him,  but  gave  way  as 
the  whites  approached,  so  that  the  men  escaped  being  wounded,  and  the 
entire  loads  of  baggage  were  saved.  Some  of  the  horses  v>*ere  woundcl. 

Upon  his  return  he  arou-^ed  the  people  to  further  preparations,  net 
merely  for  defence,  but  inva.sion.  He  had  learned  that  the  warlike 
Indians  were  probably  in  the  minority.  The  ‘‘peace-party,”  he  believed, 
would  be  strengthened  by  such  show  of  warlike  preparations.  In  this 
he  did  not  misjudge.  Ere  long  they  entered  into  two  treaties,  one  with 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  the  other 
with  those  appointed  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

The  Cherokees  excu>ed  themselves  f .r  breach  of  good  faith,  ascribing 
the  recent  outrages  to  the  (Tiickamaugas,  a tribe  settled  upon  a creek  of 
that  name,  whose  cliieftain,  Rraguing  Canoe,  refused  the  terms  of  peace 
offered  by  Colonel  Christian. 

Captain  James  Roljortson  was  !q»poInted  temporary  agent  fu'  North 
Carolinii,  and  instructed  to  repair  to  Chota,  “ tlie  beloved  town,”  in  com- 
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pany  with  the  warriors  returning  from  the  treaty^  there  to  reside  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Governor.  He  was  directed  to  make  diligent 
search  into  the  disposition  of  all  the  Indians,  to  discover  persons  dis- 
affected to  the  American  cause,  have  them  brought  before  some  proper 
ofiicer  to  take  the  oath  of  lidelity  to  the  United  States,  and,  in  case  of 
refusal,  to  deal  ‘^as  the  hiw  directs.'"' 

This  agency  and  mission,  thus  intrusted  to  Eobertson,  renuDds  us  of 
that  with  which* Washington  was  charged  by  Governor  Dinwiddie  eight 
years  before:  Both  youthful  men,  who  had  studied  the  wiles  and  artifices 

of  the  red  men;  alike  watchful  and  distrustful  of  the  agents  and  in- 
fluences at  work  among  them  for  annoyance  and  mischief;  each  having 
some  experience  in  Indian  warfare;  knovrn  to  bo  calm,  prudent,  patient, 
firm,  and  patriotic,  Washington  went  forth,  crossing  mountains  and 
rivers,  and  through  the  dense  forests,  to  watch  and  warn  and  treat  with 
savages,  who  were  acted  upon  by  jealous  and  unfriendly  French  Can.i- 
dians.  He  was  exposed  to  hardships  and  perils.  He  acted  prudently 
and  well,  and  his  life  was  spared  for  many  years  of  greater  trials  and 
service. 

Eobertson  was  commissioned  to  go  among  Indians  whose  friendship 
was  no  less  to  be  distrusted;  through  forests  and  mountain-jiasscs, 
equally  difficult  and  unbroken,  and  where  the  perilous  duty  of  his 
appointment  required  him  to  search  out,  denounce,  arrest,  and  transport 
white  men,  Tories,  crafty,  treacherous,  embittered,  desperate  men ; 
refugees,  ‘^enemies  of  all  righteousness"  and  of  their  countrv’s  cau.se. 
But  none  of  these  things  troubled  him;  neither  counted  he  his  life  too 
dear  to  be  perilled  for  his  country’s  good. 

Wisely  and  well  did  he  execute  the  trust,  and  a kind  Providence  pre- 
served his  life,  that  he  might  devote  many  years  to  hard,  important,  and 
unremitted  labor  for  the  establishment  of  society  and  government  in  the 
then  far-off  wilderness. 

Washington  was  the  patient,  persevering,  and  successful  ConiinaiuhT- 
in-chief;  the  first  great  and  good  President  of  these  United  State.',  hap- 
pily and  providentially  raised  up  and  sustained  to  organize  our  e.Kcelh  ut 
form  of  government  and  set  its  wheels  in  motion.  Eobertson  wa.'  called 
of  the  same  wise  and  kind  Providence  to  the  endurance  of  hard.'! i ip.',  to 
the  cxerci.se  of  patioice,  perseverance,  fortitinle,  to  military  eoiniaand, 
and  to  the  various  duties  of  civil  office.  It  was  ordained  of  Heaven  tliat 
they  should  live  and  toil  for  the  service  of  man  ; that  end  being  acemu- 
pli.shed,  they  <lid  not  live  in  vain.  They  acted  well  their  parts,  and  in 
all  of  the.se  there  was  glory  and  honor. 

He  rendered  himself  quite  popular  among  the  red  men,  and  accom- 
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pllshed  some  valuable  services  for  bis  fellow-citizens.  lie  used  to  say, 
in  after  life  : Without  inquiring  how,  I was  restored  to  citizenship  and 

invested  with  office  in  my  native  State  : we  lived  and  fought  as  neighbors 
for  each  other  and  our  united  country.  Whether  we  were  Virginians  or 
Carolinians  we  asked  and  cared  not;  we  were  all  for  the  General  Congress 
and  for  Washington.^’*  From  this  remark  we  presume  he  had  reference 
to  the  request  of  the  Virginia  Commissioners  that  he  would  exert  his 
good  influence  for  their  State  as  well  as  for  Carolina,  or  that  his  residence 
was  so  near  the  yet  undefined  boundary  between  the  two  States,  that  it 
was  questionable  to  which  he  belonged.  The  truth  is,  citizenship  rather 
concerned  pioneer  neighborhood  settlements  than  State  pride. 

Another  duty  enjoined  on  Robertson  in  this  embassy  was,  to  obtain 
possession  of  horses,  and  all  other  property  belonging  to  citizens  of 
North  Carolina,  and  have  the  same  restored  to  the  proper  owners  ; he 
was  to  inform  the  government  of  all  occurrences  worthy  of  notice,  to 
conduct  himself  with  prudence,  and  secure  the  flivor  and  confidence  of 
the  chiefs.  In  all  matters  with  respect  to  which  he  was  not  particularly 
invStructed,  he  was  to  exercise  his  own  discretion,  ■“  always  keeping  in  view 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of  North 
Carolina  in  particular.”  These  instructions  were  dated  on  the  same  day 
the  treaty  was  signed,  20th  July,  ITTT.f 

Thus  early  and  thus  efficiently  and  wisely  did  the  people  of  these 
Western  wilds  exhibit  skill,  prudence,  and  firmness  in  affairs  of  govern- 
ment. Thus  and  then  did  they  prove  to  the  world  and  to  posterity  that 
they  deserved,  as  they  had  resolved,  to  be  a free,  sovereign,  and  inde- 
pendent nation.  They  needed  not,  heeded  not,  and  no  longer  would 
endure,  the  dictation  and  rule  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  who  derived 
not  power  and  office  froin  the  people  themselves.  And  we  may  fully 
approve  the  commendation  of  the  writer  of  the  ‘‘Annals  of  Tennessee” 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  the  anomalous  government  of  Watauga, 
in  which  it  could  be  said  of  our  hero,  Robertson,  magna  jyars  fuit.  lie 
was  ever  ready  to  perform  his  part,  and  with  only  such  fee  and  reward 
as  noble  and  patriotic  men  of  that  day  knew  how  to  deserve  and  value, 
and  their  fellow-adventurers  to  confer. 

“No  frontier  community  had  ever  been  better  governed  than  the 
Watauga  settlement.  In  war  and  in  peace,  without  legislators  or  judicial 

* Mrs.  Robertson  remembered  to  have  once  asked  this  question:  “I  wonder  if 
they  wilt  make  Washington  a king?”  and  the  answer  was:  ‘‘If  they  do,  ho  will 
be  the  king  of  our  own  choice.  We  will  change  the  man,  but  not  the  name.  He 
will  still  be  King  Ccorrje,  by  the  will  of  the  people  and  the  grace  of  God. 

•{■  See  Appendix  to  Haywood. 
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tribunals^  except  those  adopted  and  provided  by  themselves,  the  settlers 
lived  ill  uninterrupted  harmony^  acting  justly  to  all,  ofiering  violence 
and  injury  to  none.’’ 

But  the  necessity  for  further  continuance  of  this  primitive  form  of 
government  is  about  to  terminate.  The  prayer  for  ^‘annexation''  is 
about  to  be  granted,  and  yet  the  cares  and  burdens  of  defence  ami  C"V- 
ernment  to  remain  upon  the  broad  shoulders”  of  these  people. 

1777.  In  Xovember  of  this  year,  by  act  of  the  State  of  Nortli  Caro- 
lina, the  District  of  Washington  was  formed  into  a county  of  the  same 
name ; and  “ lands  which  have  accrued  or  may  accrue  to  the  State  by 
treaty  or  conquest”  were  made  subject  to  entry,  etc.,  and  at  very  !<ov 
rates  ; a liberal  allowance  being  also  made  for  original  settlers  and  lu-ads 
of  families.  So  favorable  were  these  terms,  and  the  quality  of  the  land 
so  good,  that  emigrants  came  in  rapidly  and  in  great  niimliers,  ami  of 
the  most  desirable  character.  The  “ bone  and  sinew” — the  working 
men  and  working  women,  and  working  boys  and  girls — came.  They  ail 
came  to  secure  homes,  and  with  hearty  good-will  and  nerve  to  icor/:,  ami 
they  set  about  it  in  earnest,  and  without  hesitation  or  delay.  Such  ^v,_ro 
the  founders  of  society  and  government  in  Tennessee. 

The  people  now  hoped  that  they  would  enjoy  peace,  and  could  atiend 
to  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  their  lands  and  the  improvement  of 
their  homes;  therefore  most  of  the  guards  were  dismissed.  But  it  ere 
long  became  evident  that  this  disbanding  of  the  troops  was  premature, 
this  hope  to  be  ‘‘  deferred”  till  yet  many  a life  should  be  sacrificed,  many 
“ a heart  made  sick.” 

The  question  of  American  independence  began  to  be  urged  upon  every 
man.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  Whigs  to  ascertain  (and  this  beyond  all 
doubt)  who  were  still  openly  or  covertly  adhering  to  a foreign  yoke,  ami 
who  the  decided  and  reliable  friends  of  American  liberty.  Theret‘.<re 
Whig  Committees  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  were  everywhere  organized. 
They  pressed  home  to  every  man  this  one  question,  and  domari'.Ied  the 
taking  of  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  good  and  common  cause.  Tlu-re  wa.s 
no  neutral  ground,  and  no  person  could  be  allowed  to  be  induhrvnt. 
Every  man,  woman,  and  child  took  sides;  and  nowhere  was  this  more  the 
state  of  feeling  and  condition  of  society  than  in  North  Carulina ; and 
nowhere  else  was  watchful  vigilance  more  re(piired  to  guard  ngam-t 
domestic  foes  than  among  the  border  settlers  of  North  Carolina.  To 
tliat  remote  and  mountain-reirioii  had  many  tlanuerous  an<l  madden'd 
Tories  fled;  to  this  retreat  had  escaped  outlaws  of  every  name  and 
eliaracter.  Dreading  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  civilized  men,  and  by  tlnon 
to  be  punished  for  their  crimes ; knowing  themselves  to  bo  deservedly 
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watched  and  distrusted,  because  of  such  offences,  as  also  because  thev 
joined  not  in  tlie  coiiinion  cause,  they  were  ready  for  any  act  of  annoyance 
or  iniscliief,  and  anxious  to  have  the  savages  partake  of  their  own  wicked 
and  revengeful  spirit.  Often  would  they  charge  the  Indians  with  having 
committed  robberies  and  murders  which  they  themselves  had  done,  per- 
sonally or  by  ijistigation.  As  the  Vvhigs  in  office,  and  Vigilance  and. 
Safety  Committees,  were  in  possession  of  the  names  of  most  of  these 
men  of  doubtful  or  bad  character,  it  was  seldom  that  any  of  them,  when 
arrested,  were  enabled  to  escape  with  impunity  by  accusing  or  implicating 
the  Indians. 

The  Whigs  of  the  Revolution  could  truly  say,  Indian  foes  are  had 
enough,  in  all  conscience,  hut  Tories  are  white  devils."”  Their  numbers 
were  so  great  about  this  period  that  they  boasted  of  their  supremacy, 
defied  opposition,  and  tlie  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  them ; but  ere 
long  it  was  seen  that  virtue  is  strong,  principle  is  irresistible,  and  liberty 
triumphant.  Tiic  Whigs  resolved  to  vindicate  the  majesty  of  the  laws, 
to  make  the  nest  of  these  firebrands  so  hot  as  to  consume  them.  They 
renewed  their  organization  of  Committees  of  Safety,  who  called  out  skill- 
ful marksmen  and  woodmen,  and  made  it  their  duty  to  patrol  the  whole 
country,  capture  all  persons  who  were  of  suspicious  character,  put  to 
death  such  as  refused  submission,  or  failed  to  give  good  account  of  them- 
selves, or  security  for  good  behavior.  Against  such  as  were  not  charged 
with  gross  offences,  they  were  not  so  severe,  but  upon  them  infiicteJ  some 
punishment  believed  to  be  adequate  to  their  guilt.  Captain  Robertson 
was  a member  of  one  of  these  companies  or  committees.  In  the  same 
company  were  Sevier,  ]>ean,  and  other  men  of  unquestionable  bravery 
and  attachment  to  the  American  cause;  men  not  to  be  practiced  with,’' 
not  to  he  imposed  upon,  not  easily  to  be  eluded,  ^^dead  shots.” 

A nuiiiber  of  these  Tory  horse-thieves  and  highwaymen  were  captured 
and  hung,  but  the  leader  and  others  escaped  until  the  glorious  victory 
of  King’s  Mountain,  when  this  notorious  captain  of  banditti,  G rimes,  was 
caught  and  hung,  and  some  others  with  him.'^ 

The  victory  at  King’s  Mountain  was  therefore  a double  victory.  It 
relieved  the  country  of  a combination  of  enemies.  It  turned  the  tide  in 
the  American  wsr.  This  triumph  in  these  'Western  wilds  sent  a thrill 
of  joy  to  desponding  patriotic  liearts  elsewhere  to  the  Eastern  shores. 
Captain  Robertson,  as  we  liavc  remarked,  was  an  active  man  in  all 
measures  for  the  p.romotion  of  the  ^u^ace,  safety,  and  interests  of  his 
patriotic  fellow-cltizon'S.  His  name  is  enrolled  as  officer  of  the  militia. 


* This  was  not  “ Grimes,  that  good  old  man.” 
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mc'iuber  of  Committee,  and  Justice  of  tlie  Peace.  In  the  records  of  the 
(Vnrt  for  Vv^ashington  County,  Peb.  23,  1778,  his  name  is  found  witii 
ihoso  of  John  Carter,  John  Sevier,  John  Shelby,  Yalentine  Sevier,  and 
Olliers,  at  which  a case  is  presented,  as  follows : 


Thk  State,  ] It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  def3ndant  be  im- 
vs.  prisoned  during  the  present  v:ar  icith  Great  Britain,  and 

I the  Sheriff  take  the  iidiole  of  his  estate  into  custody, 

In'  Touyism.  which  must  be  valued  by  a jury  at  the  next  court ; one- 
half  of  said  estate  to  be  kept  by  said  Sheriff  for  the 
mv  of  the  State,  and  the  other  half  to  be  remitted  to  the  family  of  do- 
Pndant.” 


Jolin  Se\  icr  was  Clerk  of  this  Court,  and  Valentine  Sevier  the  Sheriff. 

‘*At term  of  Yfashington  County  Court,  on  motion  of  E.  Dunlaj), 

State  Attorney,  that  J.  II.,  for  his  ill  practices  in  harboring  and  abetting 
di'orderly  persons,  who  are  prejudicial  and  inimical  to  the  comniou  cau-e 
of  iiberty,  and  frequently  disturbing  our  tranquillity  in  general,  be  im- 
pri'^oned  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

The  Court,  duly  considering  the  allegations  alleged  and  objected  against 
the  said  J.  II.,  are  of  opinion  that,  for  his  disorderly  practices  as  aforesaid, 
from  time  to  time,  to  prevent  the  further  and  future  practices  of  the 
same  pernicious  nature,  do  order  him  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  term  of 
one  year,  and  is  accordingly  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff.’' 

In  another  instance  (as  copied  into  the  Annals')  from  these  County 
Court  records,  the  court  ordered  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  current  money, 
to  be  attached  in  the  hands  of  the  debtor,  and  appointed  John  Sevier, 
Jc-'G  V altoa,  and  Zachariah  Isbell,  Esqs.,  commissioners,  to  take  charge 
of  the  same. 

A number  of  leaders  of  the  horse-thieves  were  shot,  others  bound  to  appear 
betore  tlie  Committee,  who  imposed  fines  or  inflicted  corporal  punisli- 
liu'nt,  as  they  considered  the  offences  merited.  By  such  measures,  and  the 
nuM's.^ant  watchfulness  known  to  be  maintained,  the  Tories  and  Tory  Imrse- 
thlcvfjs  were  in  less  than  two  months  driven  from  the  settlement.  I hey 
er^'nly  joined  the  enemy  or  sought  refuge  among  the  Indians,  anvl  oii- 
C'Uir  ii'fd  them  to  deeds  of  blood  and  plunder. 

^•overnor  Caswell  maintained  correspondence  with  Captain  Ilobert.son, 
at  tin.'*  tunc  as  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  On  the  Bith  Ootol)or 
he  traiiHUiiited  written  instnictions  to  Robertson,  as  such  agent,  in  which 
he  aeknuwU‘d._'(Ml  the  rt'celpt  of  a letter  from  Robertson,  covering  a Talk 
fn<m  oM  Siivanuea,  one  of  the  Cherokee  chiefs,  with  whom  the  agent  was 
on  mo.st  Iriendly  terms.  The  Governor  encloscl  a Talk  for  the  Savanuca, 
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or  Old  Kaven,  to  be  delivered  to  him  and  the  nation  at  Chota.  Robert- 
son Tvas  informed  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Assembly  that  he  should 
remain  as  Indian  Agent  in  the  nation,  in  which  request  the  Governor 
earnestly  concurred.  Thus  had  he  a double  authorization  for  his  office 
and  action. 

These  few — and  they  are  only  a few'  out  of  many — instances  give  abun- 
dant testimony  as  to  thot, wisdom,  energy,  promptness,  and  perseverance 
with  which  these  patriots  acted  in  ‘‘times  wffilch  tried  men’s  souls’'  and 
would  have  soon  wasted  away  their  bodies,  had  they  not  possessed  ‘‘iron 
frames  and  nerves  of  steel.”  They  had  hearts  as  pure  as  the  most  fine 
gold  tried  in  the  furnace  of  afHictions. 

The  second  term  of  this  County  Court  was  held  at  the  house  of  Charles 
Robertson,  May  25,  1778,  when  the  three  persons  named  entered  into 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  “Commissioners  of 
Confiscated  Estates.”  In  the  best  organized  communities  in  “the  States,” 
such  proceedings  were  not  better  regulated. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

1779. 

1779.  In  passing  tlirough  tlie  years  in  regular  succession,  and  enume- 
rnting  or  glancing  at  current  events  in  which  Robertson  actively  partici- 
patt'd.  we  must  mention  that  in  this  year  there  were  two  expeditious  by 
the  Americans  into  the  Indian  territories,  one  under  Colonel  John  Sevier, 
two  hundred  strong,  who  crossed  the  French  Broad  river,  fought  the 
battle  of  Boyd’s  Creek,  in  which  twenty-eight  Indians  were  killed,  and 
not  one  of  Sevier’s  troop  even  wounded ; the  other  under  Colonel  Evan 
Shelby  to  the  Chickawauga  towns,  with  five  hundred  men.  The  Indians 
fied  before  him,  and  escaped.  ^ With  a large  stock  of  horses,  cattle,  and 
deer-skins,  taken  from  the  retreating  foe,  Shelby  returned  to  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Holston. 

The  extensive  purchase  made  by  the  Henderson  Associates,  and  the 
further  reports  made  by  hunters  and  agents  of  the  large  land  company 
as  to  the  country  beyond  the  mountains,  and  the  very  fiivorable  terms 
upon  which  large  tracts — a thousand  acres — would  probably  be  granted, 
Were  attracting  unusual  attention.  The  Hendersons,  Hart,  and  other 
niembers  of  the  company  were  now  causing  it  to  be  extensively  known 
that  they  tverc  making  preparations  to  emigrate,  and  take  possession  of  the 
country.  A considerable  number  of  families  agreed  to  move  out  in  the 
hill.  Some  were  to  go  by  land,  with  cattle  and  what  could  thus  be 
packed,  others  to  descend  the  Tennessee  to  the  Muscle  Shoals,  and  bein'jr 
there  met  by  their  immediate  friends,  travel  across  to  the  Cumberland 
a:i'l  into  Kentucky;  or  if  it  should  be  deemed  easiest  and  best,  this  party. 
w:th  Women  and  children,  should  continue  all  the  distance  by  water. 
Many  families  were  coming  from  the  older  portion  of  Virginia,  destined 
f"r  " Kei.tncky  County,’^  others  for  “Illinois  Countv.”  These  Virginians 
h.id  frii  nds  already  at  the  town.s  in  Illinois,  and  were  disposed  to  join 
them. 

Anmng  the  persons  at  Watauga  and  Holston  there  were  many  of  the 
old  “ Ivegulators,”  who  had  escaped  the  hands  of  the  royalists.  The 
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cause  of  American  Independence  in  tlie  Carolinas  and  Georgia  Y'as 
shrouded  in  gloom;  but  Alrginia  was  making  conquests  in  the  Far  West. 
On  each  side  of  the  Ohio  was  she  organizing  governments  and  establish- 
ing settlements.  These  Vvcre  attractive  to  her  citizen.s,  and  now,  in  the 
very  trying  hour  of  the  War  of  Independence,  were  many  of  her  yeo- 
manry moving  into  her  distant  and  wilderness  territory;  and  this  with  a 
certainty  of  encountering  savage  Indians,  instigated  and  aided  by  the 
common  enemy. 

•The  business  of  ^‘boat-building”  was  now  commenced  in  earnest.  In 
the  construction  of  most  of  the  ^Grater-craft”  to  be  used  by  the  emigrants 
in  the  contemplated  voyage,  a single  tree,  generally  a poplar,  was  selected, 
and  by  the  axe  and  adze  a canoe  or  perogue  was  fashioned.  A few 
‘•scows”  or  fiat-bottomed  boats  were  made  of  sawed  plank,  boarded  up  at 
the  sides,  wdth  a roof  covering  the  entire  or  only  half  tlie  length  of  the  boat. 

“ The  Adventure”  vras  to  be  the  “ hag-ship.”  This  was  a “ partner- 
ship concern,”  and  was  to  be  large  enough  and  so  arranged  as  to  accom- 
modate a dozen  or  twenty  families.  This  was  to  he  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Colonel  Juhn  Donelson,  from  Virginia,  whose  aim  was  to 
reach  the  contemplated  spot  on  tlie  Cumherland,  and,  as  he,  in  his  notes 
of  surveys,  would  say  ; “Beginning  at  the  French  Lick,  thence  east  by  the 
Barren  river  and  Kentucky  river  to  the  Ohio,  thence  with  its  meanders 
down  to  its  junction  with  the  ?Iississippi,  down  that  to  Lower  Chickasaw 
BlufF,  thence  south  to  where  the  line  would  cross  the  Bis;  Tennessee, 
up  that  river  to  Muscle  Shoals,  and  around  and  with  the  Great  Bend,  so 
as  to  include,  for  mo  and  my  heirs,  as  rich  land  there  as  Colonel  Kender- 
son  and  his  heirs  will  obtain  on  the  Kentucky.” 

The  fact  i.s,  Colonel  Domisoa  had  his  surveyor’s  eye  upon  tlie  Bend 
of  Tennessee,  but  had  agreed  to  conduct  the  “Adventure”  and  her 
precious  cargo  to  the  French  Lick,  from  whence  he  would  go  and  locate 
the  many  militaiT  claims  ho  owned  or  could  purchase.  Grants  known  as 
“cabin-rights”  were  in  that  day  offered  for  sale,  as  land-scrip  or  warrants 
are  in  this.  These  were  bestowed  under  an  act  of  much  liberality  passed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Washington  and  Leo  and  ^Madison  had  an  ambition  to  he  large  land- 
owners.  Boiielson,  wlio  was  as.-mciated  with  General  Washington  and 
other  capitalists  of  Virginia,  in  one  land  company,  came  out  Vfest 
with  the  purpose  of  ‘•onlirgiiig  liis  posses.sioiis.”  Surveyors  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  other  persons  in  .selecting  lands. 

General  Sevier  also  had  caught  the  “ land-fever”  in  Old  Virginia,  but 
ho  wa.s  too  fond  of  pojiularlty  and  of  Indian  warfare  to  make  any  good  or 
extensive  selections,  and  to  secure  perfect  titles,  llobertson  wished  to 
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OMn  lands,  and,  in  liis  day,  did  own  a vast  amount  of  land ; but  lie,  like 
his  friend  Sevier,  ‘^preferred  to  serve,  survey,  and  save  the  people,  than 
to  blaze  and  block,  chip  and  chop,  lot  and  plot,  the  richest  lands  in  Sum- 
ner county/’ 

l)ut  none  of  these  great  men  ever  entertained  so  large  an  idea,  a project 
so  vast,  as  that  of  Colonel  Henderson.  He  would  extend  kfrom  centre 
to  circumference;”  he  would  ‘‘grasp  in  all  the  shore,”  and  this  by  treaty. 

l^oone  expressed  the  sentiment  of  all  of  these  men  and  of  tliou- 
sands  of  others ; and,  though  he  little  thought,  of  it,  he  uttered  the  will 
of  Heaven : “Now  is  the  time  to  secure  all  this  country:  we ’ve  got  it, 
let  ’s  keep  it  I” 

Why  else  was  it  put  into  the  mind  of  Vfashington  to  enter  and  buy 
lands  above  and  below  and  betvv'eeii  the  mouths  of  the  Great  and  Little 
Kanawha  ? V/liy,  under  Providence,  did  so  many  of  Washington’s 
neighbors  and  acquaintance  become  land-owners  at  such  great  distances 
from  their  actual  homes  ? Why  3Iadison  at  the  Grand  Gulf  on  the 
31ississippi,  and  Piandolph  not  tar  off?  .xVnd  to  go  ffirther  back,  only 
a step  in  the  preparatory  measures  of  Provudence  : Yfhy  did  Prituin 
grant  twenty  thousand  acres  to  General  Putnam  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Yazoo,  the  like  Cjuantity  to  General  Schuyler  below  the  Walnut 
Hills,  and  the  same  amount  to  Thaddeus  Lyman  on  the  Bayou  Pierre, 
for  services  in  the  French  war  of  175G;  and  then  refuse  them  patents 
because  they  were  VYdiigs  or  rebels?  Was  it  another  instance,  wisely 
ordered,  to  make  old  soldiers  “just  mad  enough  to  fight?”  And  was 
it  to  cause  native-born  Americans  to  “spread  themselves,”  become 
concerned  by  varied  and  strong  interests  in  distant  portions  of  the  wild 
uninhabited  continent,  over  which  it  was  ordained  the  one  great  united 
people  should  bear  rule  ? 

Preparatory  to  this  emigration,  it  was  agreed  that  a number  of  men 
should  go  in  the  spring  of  this  year  and  plant  some  corn  upon  the  Cum- 
berland, that  bread  might  be  prepared  for  the  main  body  of  emigrants 
upon  their  arrival  in  the  fall.  To  reach  this  point  the}’  would  have  to 
travel  over  five  hundred  miles  by  land,  taking  the  circuitous  route  of  the 
hunters;  by  water,  more  than  one  thousand.  Robertson  selected  his 
men  or  found  suitable  volunteers  to  go  with  him,  experienced  woodmen 
and  able-bodied  men.  They  knew  the  importance  of  such  a mission  : they 
were  intimate  friends,  good  men  and  true. 

Other  parties  were  about  to  adopt  the  same  measures.  That  tireless 
hunter,  Gasper  ^lansker,  was  about  to  escort  a few  persons  to  the  same 
section  of  country.  Man-ker  had  announced  the  place  ho  iiitcnded  to 
occupy,  having  killed  deer  and  bufialo  at  the  Sulphur  Spring.  So  it 
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was  with  the  Bledsoes,  who  would  not,  however,  go  in  company  with 
others,  this  spring. 

Sacks  of  corn  and  other  grain  were  provided,  and  Eobertson  was  ready 
the  last  of  February  to  set  out. 

It  seems  strange  that  such  a man,  with  such  capacities  for  usefulness, 
and  with  these  properly  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens,  after  enduring 
so  much  to  secure  a home,  and  with  the  advantage  and  privilege  almost 
of  first  choice,’'  should  be  willing  to  abandon  all  his  prospects  there — 
esteem  his  toils,  privations,  perils,  and  sufferings  not  enough,  or  so  far 
short  of  that  measure,  that  he  must  seek  for  more  and  greater  ! }3ut  such 
w*as  the  man — such  were  many  of  the  men  of  that  day.  And  the  women 
— God  bless  them — were  made  of  the  same  stuff,  and  exactly  to  match. 
If  any  man  could  stay  with  honor  and  be  useful,  it  was  he,  but  he  felt 
impelled  to  arise  and  go  forward.” 

“ What  fates  impose,  that  man  must  needs  abide ; 

It  boots  not  to  resist  both  wind  and  tide.” 

Early  in  this  year,  Eobertson,  accompanied  by  George  Freeland,  Wil- 
liam Xeely,  Edward  Swanson,  James  Hanly,  Mark  Eobertson,  Zachariah 
Wells,  and  William  Overhall,  and  one  negro  man,  set  out  on  this  ad- 
venture, to  examine  and  settle  upon  lands  which  were  believed  to  be 
included  within  the  purcliase  made  by  Eichard  Henderson  and  company, 
at  the  treaty  of  1775.  They  continued  their  wanderings  and  explora- 
tions, often  following  buffalo-paths,  which  almost  invariably  led  through 
the  dense  forests  aud  cane-brakes  from  water  to  water,  and,  more  dis- 
tinctly trodden,  from  one  salt  or  sulphur  spring  to  another,  until  they 
finally  arrived  at  the  prej^ent  site  of  Nashville,  the  capital  of  Tennessee. 
Soon  after  their  arrival,  another  small  party,  under  the  guidance  of 
Gasper  5Iansker,  ( often  erroneously  written  Casper  Mansco,)  arrived. 
Mansker  had  been  here  several  3'cars  previously,  when  on  a hunting  expe- 
dition. They  all  united  in  planting  corn  near  the  Sulphur  Spring. 

Having  aided  in  the  making  of  some  rude  fences,  and  in  the  planting 
of  corn,  as  also  in  “ jerking  of  meat,”  (an  abundant  stock,)  Captain 
Eobertson  mounted  his  horse,  and  “struck  out  into  the  wilderness”  toward 
the  rising  of  the  sun.  It  was  agreed  that  some  of  these  first  of  the 
pioneers  should  remain  to  guard  and  gather  the  crop.s  ; others  might 
return  to  the  Watauga  and  Hnl>tou  to  assist  the  families  in  setting  out, 
and  return  with  additional  cinigraiits  in  the  fall.  But  Eobertson  had 
agreed  to  go  to  the  Illinois  and  purcha.^e  “cabin-rights”  of  General 
George  Rogers  Clarke,  from  whom  some  of  the  emigrants  recently  from 
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Virginia  gave  assurance  that  such  land-claims  could  be  procured  f\:>r  very 
small  sums. 

In  pursuance  of  such  promise  he  made  the  journey,  visited  General 
Clarke,  and  had  an  understanding  with  him,  to  be  carried  into  execution 
uj)on  subsequent  application.  Xot  having  to  expend  his  money  for  the  land- 
claims,  “ Kobertson  invested  in  she  asses,  mares,  and  tough  pony-liorses/’ 
and  having  found  two  or  three  men  who  wished  to  return  to  “ the  settle- 
ments,'’ ‘-he  offered  them  scats  upon  the  choicest  of  his  animals.” 

With  this  drove  they  made  their  way  across  rivers,  through  forests  and 
barrens,  and  over  the  mountains  to  Watauga,  and  were  in  time  to  join 
the  caravan”  and  march  back  much  of  the  way  they  had  come,  and  then, 
diverging  to  the  north-west,  strike  upon  the  large  buffalo-trails,  and 
approach  the  place  of  destination.  - 

Kasper  Mansker,  Abraham  Bledsoe,  John  Bains,  and  a few  others, 
were  adventurous  hunters  and  explorers  upon  the  Cumberland,  on  the 
cast  side,  in  the  year  17G9-70.  And  again,  in  1771,  ^lanskcr,  accompanied 
by  Isaac  Bledsoe,  Joseph  Drake,  and  a few  others,  visited  the  country. 
Springs,  licks,  creeks,  and  other  localities  well  known  at  this  day,  were 
discovered  by  some  of  these  pioneers,  and  yet  bear  their  names.  Tliey 
had  not  crossed  to  the  west  of  the  river.  Mansker  came  again  in  1775, 
but  none  of  the  party  remained.  Michael  Stoner  was  hunting  upon  the 
east  side  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  that  river  and  the  one  ever 
since  known  as  Stone’s  river.  Stoner  was  here  at  as  early  a day  as  any 
other  white  man,  except  De  Mouhreiin,  a Frenchman,  who  had  a cul'in 
and  depot  for  deer  and  buffalo  hides  and  tallow,  at  the  mound  on  tlic 
north  side  of  the  Sulphur  Spring  branch,  a short  distance  from  the 
mouth  thereof. 

Having  mentioned  these  worthy  persons  as  predecessors — the  very 
discoverers  of  the  rich  bottoms  and  choice  springs  upon  and  near  r!io 
Cumberland  river — we  .shall  proceed  with  our  main  narrative  and  ir< 
principal  personage ; and  at  the  same  time  we  disclaim  all  willingness  to 
be  considered  as  arrogating  for  Hobertson  undue  honor,  or  any  ci}inmen- 
dation  he  does  not  fully  deserve.  It  is  not  needed  or  proper  to  detract 
from  the  merits  of  any  of  the  worthy  men  who  cast  in  their  lot  with 
him  in  this  hazardous  enterprise,  in  order  to  exhibit  him  in  all  hl.s  just 
proportions  as  a citizen,  or  in  his  civil  or  military  character. 

“ Let  none  presume 
To  wear  an  undescrvetl  dignity. 

Good  actions  crown  themselves  with  Listing  bays: 

Who  well  dcsei'ves,  needs  not  another's  praise.” 

During  the  summer  of  this  year  the  arrangements  were  made  by 
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several  families  to  start  for  tlie  Cumberland.  One  party  of  emigrants 
vras  to  take  the  land  route,  which  was  a difficult  and  circuitous  one,  and 
with  stations  or  localities  known  as  Cumberland  Gap,  Kentucky  Trace  to 
"Whitley’s  Station  on  Dick’s  river,  tlicncc  to  Carpenter’s  Station  on  Green 
river,  thence  to  Dobertson’s  Fork  on  the  north  side  of  that  stream,  down 
the  river  to  Pittman’s  Station,  crossing  and  descending  tliat  river  to  Little 
Barren  river,  crossing  Barren  at  the  Elk  Lick,  passing  the  Blue  Spring 
and  Dripping  Spring  to  Big  Barren  Liver,  thence  up  Drake’s  Creek  to  a- 
bituminous  spring,  (yet  known,)  thence  to  the  Maple  Swamp,  thence  to 
Red  River  at  Kilgore’s  Station,  thence  to  Mansker’s  I^ick,  and  thence  to 
the  French  Lick  or  Bluffs.  AVith  the  exception  of  the  first  and  last  two  of 
these  places,  they  are  all  in  Ixentucky.  Some  parties,  in  reaching  the 
Cumberland  from  East..  Tennessee,  travelled  as  firr  out  of  the  way  as  to  a 
station  where  Lexingto!i  nov7  is,  thence  by  Harrod’s  Station,  now  Har- 
rodsburg,  and  so  ‘‘around  and  around  about.” 

The  season  was  remarkably  inclement.  The  winter  of  1779-SO  has 
ever  been  mentioned  as  tlte  cold  vnntcr’’  one  of  extraordinary  severity. 
The  cold  commenced  early,  and  the  emigrants  by  land  encountered  much 
difficulty  in  their  route,  yet  they  arrived  at  the  place  appointed  for  ren- 
dezvous in  safety,  no  deaths  having  occurred  among  them,  and  without 
any  attack  by  the  Indians.  They  reached  the  river  in  December,  1779, 
and  between  the  middle  of  that  month  and  the  1st  pJanuary  crossed  the 
river  to  vrherc  Xasliville  is  now  situated.  The  ice  in  the  river  was  suffi- 
ciently solid  to  allow  Captain  Rains’s  cattle  to  pass  over  upon  it.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  first  day  they  passed  at  the  Lick  wms  Christmas  day,”  1779. 

On  their  way  the  Robertson  party  was  overtaken  by  the  emigrants 
under  the  supervisiem  and  direction  of  3Ir.  John  Rains,  designing  to  go 
to  Harrod’s  Station.  They  were  persuaded  to  join  the  Robertson  emi- 
grants.* Some  otlicrs  w'ore  added  to  their  numbers  at  various  points,  so 
that  when  they  were  all  assembled  upon  the  Cumberland,  there  were  more 
than  two  hundred,  and  many  of  them  young  men  without  families.  A 
number  determine]  to  settle  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  selected  a 
station  about  one  and  a half  miles  below  the  Bluffs,  which  was  called 
Eaton’s  or  Heaton’s  Station,  as  Amos  Eaton  was  one  of  that  party. 
About  the  same  time  there  arrived  a j>arty  from  South  Carolina,  in  which 
were  the  two  Buchanans,  John  and  Alexander,  two  iMulherrins,  Sampson 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Thompson.  Rains  immediately  selected  his  body 


* Rains  had  examined  Loth  sections  of  country,  and  declared  “he  felt  like  the 
man  who  wanted  a wife,  and  knew  of  two  beautiful  women,  cither  of  whom  would 
suit,  and  ‘ho  wanted  them  both.’” 
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of  land,  and  built  pens  for  liis  nineteen  cows,  two  steers,  and  seventeen 
liorses,  near  the  spring  on  Brown’s  Creek,  (now  between  the  turnpike 
and  railroad  to  Franklin,)  about  two  and  a half  miles  south  of  Nashville. 

Mr,  Rains  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  the  first  man  to  introeluce 
neat  cattle  and  horses  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Cumberland  river  and 
into  Middle  Tennessee,  xknd  of  this  act  it  may  be  said,  it  was  good, 
wise,  and  provident,  and  the  benefit  of  the  example  has  not  been  los* 
upon  his  posterity. 

IMany  of  these  adventurers  were  also  prompt  in  making  selections  of 
locations,  marking  some  of  the  trees,  clearing  small  tracts,  erecting  small 
cabins,  not  de.spising  the  day  of  small  things.” 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  Robertson’s  former  visit  to  the  Cumber- 
land, it  was  thought  advisable  that  he  should  go  to  Kaskaskia,  Illinois. 
“ to  buy  cabin-rights  from  General  Clarke.”  Robertson  was  under  the 
impression  that  this  Cumberland  region  would,  when  the  line  should  he 
run,  belong  to  Virginia,  and  therefore  he  was  willing  to  undertake  an- 
other long  and  tedious  journey  for  the  advantage  of  himself  and  associates. 
In  estimating  the  hazard  and  weariness  of  such  a journey,  we  must  re- 
member that  it  was  to  be  accomplished  on  foot,  and  through  a trackless 
wilderness,  encountering  and  escaping  he  knew  not  how  many  foes — 
beasts  and  men;  encountering  and  overcoming  he  knew  not  how  many 
obstacles ; encountering  and  crossing  he  knew  not  how  many  rivers  ! 
It  is  a tedious  journey  in  our  day,  with  all  the  improvements  of  civilized 
society — a thousand  cultivated  farms,  flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and 
macadamized  and  railroads,  and  steamboats.  But  Robertson  encountered 
all  the  difficulties  and  perils  fearlessly  and  cheerfully,  and  returned  a 
second  time  by  Harrod’s  Station,  the  Kentucky  trace,  and  Cumberland 
Gap,  to  the  Watauga  settlements. 

Whatever  arrangement  he  may  have  made  with  General  Clarke,  we 
know  not,  but  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  emigrants  in  17S0,  the  opinion 
began  to  prevail  that  the  correct  dividing-line  would  leave  the  lands  upe-n 
which  they  were  about  to  settle  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Nortli  Carolina, 
where  the  ^^cabin-rights”  granted  by  Virginia  would  not  entitle  the 
holder  to  possession.  Richard  Henderson  tvas  now  out  with  a surveying- 
party  tracing  the  line,  and  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  French  Lick, 
ami  Ml  these  newly  arrived  emigrants.  He  was  expected  to  unite  with 
them  in  measures  for  defence  against  the  Indians  and  for  tlie  liarmonious 
adjustment  of  locations  for  tliem.sclvc.s,  as  also  in  the  organization  of  a 
government  'similar  to  that  which  had  existed  at  ^Vlt-auga.  It  is  true 
that  Ills  last  Indian  treaty  did  not  include  any  land  south  or  west  of  the 
Cumberland  river,  but  it  covered  all  between  that  river  and  the  Ohio. 
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And  quite  a princely  estate  would  the  present  State  of  Kentucky  have 
been  for  any  one  man,  or  one  thousand  ; but  in  lieu  of  these  millions  of 
acres  he  finally  obtained  two  hundred  thousand  acres  in  what  is  now 
Henderson  county,  on  the  Ohio  river. 

But  as  a number  of  these  first  adventurers  and  explorers  returned  for 
their  wives  and  cliildreu,  and  to  aid  other  parties  of  emigrants,  so  must 
we  in  our  narrative  return  and  accompilny  some  of  the  friends  and 
families  of  these  first  settlers  cn  their  winding  way’'  to  this  land  of 
promise.” 

We  have  mentioned  that  the  emigrants  by  land,  with  Kobertson  and 
other  leaders,  passed  through  the  wilderness  and  reached  their  destination 
without  attack  by  the  Indians,  and  without  the  loss  of  one  person,  or  any 
property : the  party  of  emigrants  to  whom  it  is  our  duty  now  to  attend 
were  far  less  favored.  Tlie  wife  of  Captain  Robertson,  and  five  children, 
and  the  wives  and  children  of  several  others,  were  in  the  party  who  were 
now  to  adventure  the  very  long,  hazardous,  and  unexplored  route  by 
water,  down  the  Ilolstoii,  down  the  Tennessee  to  its  junction  with  the 
Ohio,  then  up  the  Ohio,  and  up  the  Cumberland  to  French  Salt  Spring. 
The  buoyant,  cheerful  spirit  of  the  women  seemed  never  to  fail,  and  they 
permitted  not  the  men  to  do  all  the  hard  labor  in  the  navigation,  but 
often  would  not  be  denied  the  privilege  of  lending  a helping  hand. 

“They  worked  with  paddle,  pole,  and  oar; 

They  worked  when  every  hand  was  sore ; 

They  worked  with  cheerful  heart,  and  more — 

TJ»ey  Avorketl  with  paddle,  pole,  and  oar, 

Until  they  need  to  work  no  more, 

Now  landed  at  the  wished-for  shore.” 

Although  the  narrative  or  journal  of  this  voyage  has  repeatedly  been 
published,  it  makes  such  an  important  portion  of  the  histoi'y  of  the  first 
settlements  upon  the  Cumberland,  and  is  so  connected  with  the  life  and 
times  of  James  Robertson,  that  we  hesitate  not  to  introduce  it  entire  into 
our  narrative.* 


* One  of  the  visits  made  by  Captain  Robertson  to  Illinois  was  not  by  land,  but 
by  a still  more  laboriou'^  and  dan:r,.roas  route.  He  made  it  by  water,  in  a skiff  or 
Canoe,  accompanied  by  Mark  Robertson  and  one  other,  descending  the  Cumber- 
land and  Oliio,  atid.  with  extreme  t<dl,  up  the  Mississippi.  He  purchased  some 
Spanish  or  Imli.m  marcs,  and  with  them  made  his  way  through  Illinois,  over  tlie 
Ohio  river,  through  KeutueUy,  and  to  Vt  atauga.  Some  of  those  anim.ils  were  after- 
ward brought  to  tiie  Cuml)etland.  So  says  Dr.  Felix  Kobertson,  and  we  have 
noticed  it  as  we  understand  it. 
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1779. — VOYAGE  or  the  donelson  party. 

^‘Journal  of  a Yoyage,  intended  by  God’s  permission,  in  the  good 
boat  Adventure,  from  Fort  Patrick  Henry,  on  Holston  river,  to  the 
French  Salt  Springs  on  Cumberland  river,  kept  by  John  Donelson. 

December  22,  1779. — Took  our  departure  from  the  fort,  and  fell 
down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Pteedy  creek,  where  we  were  stopped  by 
thc  fall  of  water  and  most  excessive  hard  frost ; and  after  much  delay, 
and  many  difficulties,  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Cloud’s  Creek  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  20th  February,  1780,  where  we  lay  by  until  Sunday,  the 
27th,  wdieu  we  took  our  departure  with  sundry  other  vessels  bound  f.c 
the  same  voyage,  and  on  the  same  day  struck  the  Poor-valley  shoal, 
together  with  3Ir.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Bounsifer,  on  which  shoal  we  lay  that 
afternoon  and  succeedin;?  nialit  in  much  distress. 

“ 3Ioiiday,  February  28 th,  1780. — In  the  morning,  the  water  rising, 
W’e  got  off  the  shoal,  after  landing  thirty  persons  to  lighten  our  boat. 
In  attempting  to  land  on  an  island,  received  some  damage,  and  lost  sundry 
articles,  and  came  to  camp  on  the  south  shore,  where  we  joined  sundry 
other  vessels  also  bound  down. 

Tuesday,  29th. — Proceeded  down  the  river  and  encamped  on  the  nonh 
shore,  the  afternoon  and  following  day  proving  rainy. 

Wednesday,  ^^^Iarch  1st. — Proceeded  on,  and  encamped  on  the  north 
shore,  nothing  happening  that  day  remarkable. 

“March  2d. — Hain  about  half  the  day;  passed  the  mouth  of  French 
Broad  river,  and  about  twelve  o’clock  Mr.  Henry’s  boat,  being  driven  on 
the  point  of  an  island  by  the  force  of  the  current,  was  sunk,  the  wh-.ile 
cargo  much  damaged,  and  the  crew’s  lives  much  endangered,  which 
occasioned  the  wffiole  fleet  to  put  on  shorp,  and  go  to  their  assistance, 
but  with  much  difficulty  baled  her  out  and  raised  her,  in  order  to  take  in 
her  cargo  again.  The  same  afternoon  Beuben  Harrison  went  out  a hiiut- 
ing,  and  did  not  return  that  night,  though  many  guns  were  fired  to  tcreh 
him  ill. 

“Friday,  3d. — Early  in  the  morning  fired  a four-pounder  for  the  lust  man, 
sent  out  sundry  persons  to  search  the  woods  for  him,  firing  many  iruns 
that  day  and  the  succeeding  night,  but  all  without  success,  to  the  great 
.griet  ot  his  parents  and  fellow'-travellers. 

“Saturda}*,  4th. — Proceeded  on  our  voyage,  leaving  old  Mr.  Harri.'^on, 
with  some  other  vessels,  to  make  further  search  fur  his  lost  sou  : about 
ten  o’clock  the  same  day  found  him  a eonsideralde  distance  down  the 
river,  where  31r.  Ben.  Belew  took  him  on  board  his  boat.  At  three 
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o’clock  P.M.,  passed  the  mouth  of  Tennessee  riyer,  and  camped  on  the 
south  shore,  about  ten  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Tennessee. 

Sunday,  5th. — Cast  off  and  got  under  way  before  sunrise ; twelve 
o’clock,  passed  mouth  of  Clinch ; at  three  o’clock  P.3I.,  came  up  with 
the  Clinch  Kiver  company,  wliom  we  joined,  and  camped,  the  evening 
proving  rainy. 

^Odonday  Gth. — Got  under  wniy  bc-fore  sunrise:  the  morning  proving 
ver}"  foggy,  many  of  the  fleet  were  much  bogged  : about  ten  o’cock  lay 
by  for  them;  when  collected,  proceeded  dowm  : camped  on  the  north 
shore,  where  Captain  Jlutching’s  negro  man  died,  being  much  frosted  in 
his  feet  and  legs,  of  which  he  died. 

Tuesday,  7th. — Got  under  way  very  early:  the  day  proving  very 
windy,  a S.S.W.,  and  the  river  being  wide,  occasioned  a high  sea,  inso- 
much that  some  of  the  smaller  crafts  were  in  danger,  therefore  came  to 
at  the  uppermost  Chickaniauga  town,  which  was  then  evacuated,  where 
we  lay  by  that  afternoon  and  camped  that  night.  The  wife  of  Ephraim 
Peyton  was  here  delivered  of  a child.  Mr.  Peyton  has  gone  through  by 
land  with  Captain  Pobertson. 

“Wednesday,  Sth. — Cast  off  at  ten  o’clock,  and  proceeded  down  to  an 
Indian  village,  which  was  inliabited,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  : they 
invited  us  to  ‘ come  a.shore,’  called  us  brothers,  and  showed  other  signs 
of  friendship,  insomuch  that  Mr.  John  Caffrey  and  my  son,  then  on 
board,  took  a canoe  which  I had  in  tow,  and  were  crossing  over  to  them, 
the  rest  of  the  fleet  having  lauded  on  the  opposite  shore.  After  they  had 
gone  some  distance,  a half-breed,  who  called  himself  Archy  Coody,  with 
several  other  Indians,  jumped  into  a canoe,  met  them,  and  advised  them 
to  return  to  the  boat,  which  they  did,  together  with  Coody,  and  several 
canoes,  which  left  the  shore  and  followed  directly  after  him.  They 
peared  to  be  friendly.  After  distributing  some  presents  among  them, 
with  which  they  seemed  naicli  pleased,  we  observed  a number  of  Indirms 
on  the  other  side  embarking  in  their  canoes,  armed  and  painted  with  red 
and  black.  Coody  immediately  made  signs  to  his  companions,  ordering 
them  to  quit  the  boat,  which  they  <lid,  himself  and  another  Indian  remaiu- 
ing  with  us,  and  telling  us  to  move  off  instantly.  We  had  not  gone  far 
before  we  discovered  a number  of  Indians  armed  and  painted,  proceeding 
down  the  river,  as  it  were  to  intercept  us.  Coody,  the  half-breed,  and 
his  companion  sailed  with  us  fur  some  time,  and  telling  us  that  we  had 
pas.scd  all  the  towns,  ami  were  out  of  danger,  left  us.  Put  we  had  not  g-une 
far  until  we  come  in  sight  of  another  town,  situated  likewise  on  the  sourh 
side  of  the  river,  nearly  oppi»ite  a small  island.  Here  they  again  in- 
vited us  to  come  on  shore,  called  us  brothers,  and  observing  the  boats 
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standing  off  for  the  opposite  channel,  tokl  us  that  ^ their  side  of  the  river 
was  better  for  boats  to  pass.’  And  here  we  must  regret  the  unfortunate 
death  of  young  Mr.  Payne,  on  board  Captain  Blackemore’s  boat,  who  was 
mortally  wounded  by  reason  of  the  boat  running  too  near  the  northern 
shore,  opposite  the  town  where  some  of  the  enemy  lay  concealed  ; and  the 
more  tragical  misfortune  of  poor  Stuart,  his  family  and  friends,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-eight  persons.  This  man  had  embarked  with  us  for 
the  AVestern  country,  but  his  family  being  diseased  with  the  small-pox,  it 
was  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the  company  that  he  should  keep  at 
some  distance  in  the  rear,  for  fear  of  the  infection  spreading;  and  he  was 
warned  each  night  when  the  encampment  should  take  place  by  the  sound 
of  a horn.  After  w'e  had  passed  the  town,  the  Indians  having  now  col- 
lected to  a considerabh"  number,  observing  his  helpless  situation,  singled 
off  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  intercepted  him,  killed  and  took  prisoners  the 
whole  crew,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  whole  company,  uncertain  how  .<0011 
they  might  share  the  same  fate : their  cries  were  distinctly  hoard  by 
those  boats  in  the  rear.  We  still  perceived  them  marching  down  the 
river  in  considerable  bodies,  keeping  pace  with  us  until  the  Cumberland 
Mountain  withdrew  them  from  our  sight,  when  we  were  in  hopes  we  had 
escaped  them.  We  arc  now  arrived  at  the  place  called  Whirl,  or  Suck, 
where  the  river  is  compressed  within  less  than  half  its  common  width 
above,  by  the  Cumberland  ^fountain,  which  juts  in  ou  both  sides.  In 
passing  through  the  uj)per  part  of  these  narrows,  at  a place  described  by 
Coody,  which  he  termed  the  ^boiling  pot,’  a trivial  accident  had  nearly 
ruined  the  expedition.  One  of  the  company,  John  Cotton,  who  was 
moving  down  in  a large  canoe,  had  attached  it  to  Robert  Cartwright’s 
boat,  into  vbich  be  and  bis  family  had  gone  for  safety.  The  canoe  was 
here  overturned,  and  the  little  cargo  lost.  The  company,  pitying  his  dis- 
tress, concluded  to  halt  and  assist  him  in  recovering  his  property.  They 
had  landed  on  the  northern  shore,  at  a level  spot,  and  were  going  up  to 
the  place,  when  the  Indians,  to  our  astonishment,  appeared  immediately 
over  us  on  the  opposite  cliffs,  and  commenced  firing  down  upon  us.  whitdi 
occasioned  a precipitate  retreat  to  the  boats.  We  immediately  moved  ulh 
The  Indians,  lining  the  bluffs  along,  continued  their  fire  1‘roni  tlie  hei.hrs 
on  our  boats  below,  without  doing  any  other  injury  than  wounding  tour 
Blighfly.  Jeunings’s  boat  is  missing. 

“We  have  now  passed  through  the  Whirl.  The  river  wichms  with  a 
placid  and  gentle  current,  and  all  the  company  appear  to  be  in  safety, 
except  the  lamily  of  Jonatlian  Jennings,  whoso  boat  ran  ou  a large  rock 
projecting  out  from  the  northern  "liore,  and  partly  iinmor.soil  in  water, 
immediately  at  the  Whirl,  where  we  were  compelled  to  leave  them,  per- 
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haps  to  be  slaughtered  by  their  merciless  enemies.  Continued  to  sail  on 
that  day,  and  floated  throughout  the  following  night. 

“ Thursday,  9th.-— Proceeded  on  our  journey,  nothing  happening  worthy 
of  attention  to-day;  floated  until  about  midnight,  and  encamped  on  the 
northern  shore. 

‘‘  Friday,  10th. — This  morning  about  four  o’clock  we  were  surprised 
by  the  cries  of  ‘ Help  poor  Jennings,’  at  some  distance  in  the  rear.  He 
had  discovered  us  by  our  Arcs,  and  came  up  in  the  most  wretched  con- 
dition. He  states,  that  as  soon  as  the  Indians  had  discovered  his  situ- 
ation, they  turned  their  whole  attention  to  him,  and  kept  up  a most 
galling  fire  on  his  boat.  He  ordered  his  wife,  a son  nearly  grown,  a 
young  man  who  accompanied  them,  and  his  two  negroes,  to  throw  all  his 
goods  into  the  river,  to  lighten  their  boat  for  the  purpose  of  getting  her 
ofl';  himself  returning  their  fire  as  well  as  he  could,  being  a good  soldier 
and  an  excellent  marksman.  But  before  they  had  accomplished  their 
object,  his  son,  the  young  man,  and  the  negro  man  jumped  out  of  the 
boat  and  left  them ; he  thinks  the  young  man  and  the  negro  were  wounded. 
Before  they  left  the  boat,  Mrs.  Jennings,  however,  and  the  negro  woman 
succeeded  in  unloading  the  boat,  but  chiefly  by  the  exertions  of  Mrs. 
Jennings,  who  got  out  of  the  boat  and  shoved  her  off;  but  was  near  fall- 
ing a victim  to  her  own  intrepidity,  on  account  of  the  boat  starting  so 
suddenly  as  soon  as  loosened  from  the  rocks.  Upon  examination  he 
appears  to  have  made  a wmnderful  escape,  for  his  boat  is  pierced  in 
numberless  places  with  bullets.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  Mrs.  Peyton, 
who  was  the  night  before  delivered  of  an  infant,  which  was  unfortunately 
killed  in  the  hurry  and  confusion  consequent  upon  such  a disaster, 
assisted  them,  being  frequently  exposed  to  wet  and  cold  then  and  after- 
■wards,  and  that  her  health  appears  to  be  good  at  this  time,  and  I think 
and  hope  she  will  do  well.  Their  clothes  were  very  much  cut  with 
bullets,  especially  3Irs.  Jennings’s. 

“Saturday,  11th. — Got  under  way  after  having  distributed  the  family 
of  Mrs.  Jennings  in  the  other  boats.  Bowed  on  quietly  that  day,  and 
encamped  for  the  night  on  tlie  northern  shore. 

“ Sunday,  12th. — Set  out,  and  after  a few  liours’  sailing  we  heard  the 
crowing  of  cocks,  and  soon  came  within  view  of  the  town  : here  they 
fired  on  us  again  without  doing  any  injury.  After  running  until  about 
ten  o’clock,  came  in  sight  of  the  iMuscIe  Shoals.  Halted  on  the  northern 
shore  at  the  upper  end  of  the  .«hoals,  in  order  to  search  for  the  signs 
Captain  James  Bobort.son  wa.s  to  make  for  us  at  that  place.  He  sot  out 
from  Holston  early  in.  the  fall  of  1779,  and  was  to  proceed  by  the  way  of 
Kentucky  to  the  Big  t^ialt  Lick  on  Cumberland  river,  with  several  others 
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in  company,  was  to  come  across  from  the  Big  Salt  Lick  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  shoals,  there  to  make  such  signs  that  we  might  knovf  he  had  been 
there,  and  that  it  was  practicable  for  us  to  go  across  by  land.  But  to  our 
great  mortification  we  can  find  none,  from  which  we  conclude  that  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  make  the  attempt;  and  are  determined,  know- 
ing ourselves  to  be  in  such  imminent  danger,  to  pursue  our  journey 
down  the  river.  After  trimming  our  boats  in  the  best  manner  possible, 
' we  ran  through  the  shoals  before  night.  When  we  approached  tlicrn 
they  had  a dreadful  appearance  to  those  who  had  never  seen  them  before. 
The  water  being  high  made  a terrible  roaring,  which  could  be  heard  at 
some  distance  among  the  drift-wood  heaped  frightfully  upon  the  points 
of  the  islands,  the  current  running  in  every  possible  direction.  Here  we 
did  not  know'  how  soon  we'  should  be  dashed  to  pieces,  and  all  our  troubles 
ended  at  once.  Our  boats  frequently  dragged  on  the  bottom,  and  appeared 
constantly  in  danger  of  striking  : they  warped  as  much  as  in  a rough  sea. 
But,  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  we  are  now  preserved  from  this  dauuw  r 
also.  I know  not  the  length  of  this  wonderful  shoal ; it  had  been  repre- 
sented to  me  to  be  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles ; if  so,  we  must  have  de- 
scended very  rapidly,  as  indeed  we  did,  for  we  passed  it  in  about  three 
hours.  Came  to,  and  encamped  on  the  northern  shore,  not  fir  below'  the 
shoals,  for  the  night. 

“ Monday,  13th. — Grot  under  way  early  in  the  morning,  and  made  a 
good  run  that  day. 

“ Tuesday,  14th. — Set  out  early.  On  this  day  tw'O  boats,  approachi.ug 
too  near  the  shore,  were  fired  on  by  the  Indians ; five  of  the  crew  were 
W'oiinded,  but  not  dangerously.  Came  to  camp  at  night  near  the  mouth 
of  a creek.  After  kindling  fires  and  preparing  for  rest,  the  comp.iny 
were  alarmed  on  account  of  the  incessant  barking  our  dogs  kept  up ; 
taking  it  for  granted  the  Indians  were  attempting  to  surprise  us,  w'c  re- 
treated precipitately  to  the  boats,  fell  down  the  river  about  a mile,  and 
encamped  on  the  other  shore.  In  the  morning  I prevailed  on  -Mr. 
CafTrey  and  my  son  to  cross  below  in  a canoe,  and  return  to  the  place  ; 
which  they  did,  and  found  an  African  negro  we  had  left  in  the  hurry, 
a.'^leep  by  one  of  the  fires.  The  voyagers  then  returned  and  collecttul 
their  utensils  which  had  been  left. 

“ ednesday,  15th. — Got  under  way,  and  moved  on  peaceably  on  the 
five  tollowing  days,  when  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  on 
Monday  the  20th,  and  landed  on  the  lower  point,  immc'liatoly  on  the 
hank  of  the  Ohio.  Our  situation  here  is  truly  disatireeablo.  The  river 
is  very  high  and  the  cuiTcnt  rapid,  our  boats  not  constructed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stemming  a rapid  stream,  our  provision  exhausted,  the  crews 
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almost  -worn  down  witli  hniiL^er  und  fatigue^  and  know  not  wkat  distance 
we  hare  to  go,  or  what  time  it  will  take  ns  to  our  place  of  destination. 
The  scene  is  rendered  still  more  melancholy,  as  several  boats  will  not 
attempt  to  ascend  the  nipid  current.  Some  intend  to  descend  the 
Mississippi  to  Natchez ; others  are  ^bouiid  for  the  Illinois — among  the 
rest  my  son-in-law  and  daughter.  We  now  part,  perhaps  to  meet  no 
more,  for  I am  determined  to  pursue  my  course,  happen  what  wdll. 

Tuesday,  21st. — Set  out,  and  on  this  day  labored  very  hard,  and  got 
but  a little  way : camped  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ohio.  Passed  the 
two  following  days  as  the  former,  suffering  much  from  hunger  and 
fatigue. 

“ Friday,  24th. — About  three  o’clock  came  to  the  mouth  of  a river 
which  I thouglit  was  the  Cumberland.  Some  of  the  company  declared  it 
could  not  be,  it  was  so  much  smaller  than  was  expected.  But  I never 
heard  of  any  river  running  in  between  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee, 
It  appeared  to  flow  with  a gentle  current.  We  determined,  however,  to 
make  the  trial,  pushed  up  some  distance,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

Saturday,  25th. — To-day  we  are  much  encouraged  ; the  river  grows 
wider;  the  current  is  very  gentle;  we  are  now  convinced  it  is  the  Cum- 
berland. I have  derived  great  assistance  from  a small  square  sail,  which 
was  fixed  up  on  the  day  we  left  the  mouth  of  the  river ; and  to  prevent 
any  ill  effects  from  sudden  fiaws  of  wind,  a man  was  stationed  at  each  of 
the  lower  corners  of  the  sheet,  with  directions  to  give  way  whenever  it 
was  necessary. 

^‘Sunday,  2Gth. — Got  under  way  early ; procured  some  buffalo  meat’; 
though  poor,  it  was  palatable. 

‘‘Monday,  27th. — Set  out  again;  killed  a swan,  which  was  very 
delicious. 

“Tuesday,  28th. — Sot  out  very  early  this  morning ; killed  some  buffalo. 

“Wednesday,  29th. — Proceeded  up  the  river;  gathered  some  herbs 
on  the  bottoms  of  Cumberland,  w'hich  some  of  the  company  called 
‘ Shawance  salad.’* 

“Thursday,  30th. — Proceeded  on  our  voyage.  This  day  we  killed 
some  more  buffalo. 


* This  “Shawance  sala<V’  has  given  name  and  distinction  to  thi.s  locality.  The 
Rev,  Dr.  Green,  of  Nashville,  in  his  Reminiscences  of  ^Missionary  Services,  and 
of  Fisliing  Excursions,  tolls  a very  g.)od  story  to  arrive  at  the  origin  of  the  name 
of  this  place,  “ Vat's  In^un  I'afch.’’  We  think  that  neither  an  Irishman  nor  an  Irish- 
man’s name  had  any  thing  to  d<j  with  it ; but  that,  in  honor  of  Col.Donelson’s  old  negro 
cook,  — but  always  called  for  short" — who  gatlicrcd  and  eookoil  and 

recommended  (he  greens,”  the  place  was  named  “ Pat’s  Ingun  or  Onion  Patch.” 
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81=+. — out  tFis  day^  and^  after  running  some  distance, 
met  with  Col.  Richard  Henderson,  w'ho  was  running  the  line  between 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  At  this  meeting  we  were  much  rejoiced. 
He  gave  us  every  information  we  wished,  and  further  informed  us  that 
he  had  purchased  a quantity  of  corn  in  Kentucky,  to  be  shipped  at  the 
Fulls  of  Ohio,  for  the  use  of  the  Cumberland  settlement.  We  are  now 
without  bread,  and  are  compelled  to  hunt  the  bufialo  to  preserve  life. 
Worn  out  with  fatigue,  our  progress  at  present  is  slow.  Camped  at  night 
near  the  mouth  of  a little  river,  at  which  place,  and  below,  there  is  a 
handsome  bottom  of  rich  land.  Here  we  found  a pair  of  hand  mill- 
stones, set  up  for  grinding,  but  appeared  not  to  have  been  used  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  Proceeded  on  quietly  until  the  12th  of  April, 
at  which  time  we  came  to  the  mouth  of  a little  river  running  in  on  the 
north  side,  by  Hoses  Renfroe  and  his  company  called  ^ Red  River,’  up 
which  they  intended  to  settle.  Here  they  took  leave  of  us.  We  pro- 
ceeded up  Cumberland,  notliing  happening  material  until  the  23d,  when 
we  reached  the  first  settlement  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  one  mile 
and  a half  below  the  Big  Salt  Lick,  and  called  Eaton’s  Station,  after  a 
man  of  that  name,  who,  with  several  other  families,  came  through 
Kentucky  and  settled  there. 

“Monday,  April  24th. — This  day  we  arrived  at  our  journey’s  end  at 
the  Big  Sait  Lick,  where  we  have  the  pleasure  of  finding  Capt.  Robert- 
son and  his  company.  It  is  a source  of  satisfaction  to  us  to  be  enabled 
to  restore  to  him  and  others  their  families  and  friends,  w'ho  were  intrusted 
to  our  care,  and  who,  some  time  since,  perhap.s,  despaired  of  ever  meeting 
again.  Though  our  prospects  at  present  are  dreary,  we  haveibund  a few 
log-cabins  which  have  been  built  on  a cedar  bluff  above  the  Lick  by 
Capt.  Robertson  and  his  company.” 

The  names  of  the  persons  who  came  in  this  company  are  given  by 
Capt.  Donelson  as  follows  : 


John  Donelson,  Sr., 
Thomas  Hutchings, 
John  Caffrey, 

John  Donelson,  Jr., 
James  Robertson’s 
lady  and  children, 
Mrs.  Purnell, 

IM.  Rounsifer, 

James  Cain, 

Isaac  Neelly, 


Jonathan  Jennings, 
Benjamin  Below, 

Peter  Looney, 

Capt.  Jno.  Blackemorc, 
Moses  Renfroe, 

Wm.  Crutchlicld, 

Mr.  — Johns, 

Hugh  Henry,  Sr., 
Benjamin  P.ortir, 

31rs.  Henry,  (widow,) 


Frank  Armstrong, 
Hugh  Rogan, 
Daniel  Chambers, 
Robert  Cartwright, 

Stuart, 

David  Gwinn, 

John  Boyd, 

Reuben  Harrison, 
Frank  Haney, 

Maxwell, 
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TliOiiiio  Henry,  Jolia  TV  hite, 

Mr.  Cockrell,  Solomon  TVhite, 

Payne,  (killed.)  ^ 

There  were  other  names  not  put  down,  women,  children,  and  servants. 

Mrs.  Peyton,  whose  infant  was  killed  in  the  confusion  of  unloading 
the  boat  of  Jonathan  Jennings,  during  the  attack  upon  it  by  tlie  Indians, 
was  the  daughter  of  Jennings,  and  mother  of  Hon.  Bailey  Peyton. 
Her  husband,  Ephraim  Peyton,  had  accompanied  Captain  Robertson  with 
stock  by  land.  The  two  young  men  who,  with  the  negro  man,  jumped 
out  of  the  boat  to  swim  ashore,  seized  a canoe,  pushed  down  the  river, 
leaving  the  women  (Mrs.  Jennings  and  Mrs.  Peyton  and  a negro  woman) 
to  their  fate.  The  negro  man  lost  his  life  in  the  water.  The  young  men 
were  intercepted  in  their  canoe  by  the  Indians ; were  captured,  taken  to 
the  town  of  Chickainauga,  where  they  hilled  and  burned  the  young  man. 
Yeung  Jennings  was  about  to  share  the  same  fate,  when  a trader,  named 
Rogers,  paid  a handsome  ransom  for  him,  and  saved  his  life;  and  the 
next  morning  his  cry  of  ‘ Help  poor  Jennings’  was  heard  by  his  friends 
in  the  fleet,  who  took  hifji  on  board.” 

This  narration  is  given  by  Tlr.  John  Carr,  of  Sumner  county.  He  is 
a most  worthy  man,  a devoted  Christian,  and  his  statement  of  facts, 
within  his  knowledge,  never  questioned;  but  in  this  instance,  evidently 
his  memory  of  what  he  had  heard  and  road  is  at  fault. 

The  ^‘Journal  of  Col.  Honelson”  is  more  authentic.  Col.  Honelson 
states  that  on  “ Friday  morning,  the  10th,  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  we.  were  surprised  by  cries  of  ‘ Help  poor  Jennings,’  at  some 
distance  in  the  rear.  [That  is,  as  he  came  dowm  the  river  in  his  canoe.] 
He  had  discovered  us  by  our  fires,  and  came  up  in  the  most  wretched 
condition.”  Col.  Honelson’s  party  was  ‘^encamped  on  the  northern 
shore.” 

The  time  specified  in  the  narrative  of  Mr.  Carr  is  too  limited.  The 
transactions  he  recounts  could  not  have  transpired  at  the  Chickamauga 
town,”  and  “young  Jepnings  have  reached  the  fleet  the  next  morning.” 
Young  Jennings  never  did  return  to  the  boats,  nor  overtake  them.  It 
was  his  father’s  cry  for  help  which  was  hoard  “the  next  morning  about 
four  o’clock.”  Young  Jennings  may  have  been  ransomed  by  Mr. 
Rogers,  and  afterwards  restored  to  his  parents.  And  it  may  be  true  that 
the  “ Indians  burned  the  young  man.”  This,  and  one  other,  are  the  only 
instances  we  remember  to  have  read  of  these  Indians  burning  prisoners. 

Such  cruelty  and  crime  have  not  been  clearly  proven  against  them. 
They  usually  spared  the  lives  of  young  persons.  There  were,  in  the  fiiloon 
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years  of  war  wliicli  they  waged  against  tlie  whites  subsequent  to  this 
attack  upon  the  boats^  yery  many  children  and  young  girls  and  boys 
captured  by  the  Indians,  and  it  is  evident  they  spared  their  lives  and 
retained  them  as  prisoners,  unless  there  was  or  seemed  to  be  some  press- 
ing necessity  to  dispatch  them  by  death.  Towards  men,  and  especially 
sj-x'cs,  there  was  much  less  indulgence  and  kindness  or  humanity.  Per- 
haps, could  they  have  tciken  a spy  alive,  they  might  have  tortured  him  to 
death  in  the  fire;  but  we  have  no  unquestioned  statement  of  such  a 
tragedy  and  burning.  Haywood,  we  doubt  not,  is  Mr.  Carr’s  authority 
for  tlie  statement,  and  upon  what  testimony  the  historian  asserts  it  we 
cannot  jLScertain. 

The  southern,  as  well  as  the  northern  and  northwestern  Indians,  were 
anxious  to  obtain  the  scalps  of  their  enemies,  old  or  young,  unless  there 
was  a prospect  of  making  them  prisoners.  They  desired  to  have  young 
men  and  young  women  as  prisoners  that  they  might  make  them  slaves. 
It  is  unquestionably  true  that  they  often  “cut,  chopped,  and  mutilated 
the  dead  bodies  of  men  whom  they  conquered  after  a hard  fight.”  But 
young  persons  did  not  often  make  such  resistance  or  cause  them  such 
labor  and  peril  as  to  enrage  them  to  this  revenge. 

The  party  of  emigrants  who  joined  Colonel  Donelson  at  the  mouth  of 
Clinch  was  under  the  direction  and  command  of  Captain  John  Black- 
more  : they  started  from  Fort  Blackinore  on  Clinch  river.  From  the 
statements  of  Captain  Biackmore,  Cartwright,  and  others,  we  arc  justified 
in  stating  that  there  were  some  thirty  or  forty  boats  (fiats,  dug-outs,  and 
canoes)  in  the  united  fleet,  and  none  of  them  with  less  than  two  families, 
and  their  goods,  on  board.  Few  of  these  “crafts”  were  constructed  to 
stem  the  current,  but  rather  to  float  down  with  the  current.  In  Cart- 
wright’s boat  there  were  three  families. 

As  the  result  of  tire  capture  of  Stuart’s  boat  and  crew,  in  which  were 
the  cases  of  small-pox,  3Ir.  Carr  has  stated,  and  others  have  affirmed  tlie 
same,  that  “great  mortality”  prevailed  in  the  Cherokee  nation  after- 
wards. AVithout  doubt  the  wretches  paid  dearly  for  their  booty.  In  the 
“^Narrative  of  Colonel  Joseph  Brown”  this  mortality  is  well  considered 
as  “a  judgment  on  the  Indians.”  It  was  said  that  when  they  were 
attacked  with  the  small-pox,  and  the  fever  was  upon  them,  they  took  a 
heavy  sweat  in  their  houses,  and  then  leaped  into  the  river,  and  died  by 
scores.  A large  majority  destroyed  themselves,  or  died  with  the  disease. 
This,  and  other  diseases  and  vices,  raged  among  them,  and  so  increased 
that  the  nation  was  hastening  to  extinction. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  journal  of  Colonel  Donelson,  under  date  March 
12th,  that  there  was  an  agreement  that  some  of  the  land  party  under 
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Robertson  sboiild  continue  tlie  journey  from  the  Cumberland  across  to  tbe 

upper  end  of  the  l^Iuscle  Shoals/'  there  to  meet  the  voyagers  under 
Donclson.  or  if  they  should  not  remain  there  for  their  friends  in  the 
boats,  they  should  mark  trees,  and  leave  evidences  of  having  been  there, 

and  that  it  was  practicable  for  the  river  party  to  go  across  to  Cumber- 
land or  the  Rig  Salt  Lick  by  land." 

‘^Robertson  did  not  comply  with  this  agreement,  nor  did  any  of  his 
party ; nor  is  there  any  proof  that  he  or  they  attempted  compliance." 
This  remark  has  been  made,  and' seemingly  in  terms  and  manner  to  cen- 
sure General  Robertson. 

Our  reply  is,  first,  by  a consideration  of  the  persons  and  incumbrances 
of  the  Ronelson  party.  There  were  women  and  children  who  could  not 
have  endured  such  a journey  and  exposure.  The  distance  is  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  a direct  line ; by  the  present  public  high- 
ways it  is  at  least  one  hundred  and  forty  miles ; and  by  the  meandering 
course  which  would  then  liave  been  pursued,  in  all  probability,  would  not 
have  been  less  than  two  hundred  miles.  Three  fourths  of  that  distance 
would  have  been  through  den&c  canc-hralccs,  and  all  of  it  through  an 
unhroktn  forest,  never  traversed  by  a white  man. 

Had  Robertson  been  able  to  reach  the  upper  end  of  the  Muscle  Shoals, 
and  to  have  made  marks  and  signs  of  having  been  there,"  and  had  Donel- 
son  been  influenced  by  those  signs  to  abandon  the  river  route,  he  had  no 
conveyances  for  women  and  children.  He  would  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  goods,  household  stuff,  and  provisions  of  much 
value ; and  some  would  have  perished  on  the  way,  even  had  the  Indians 
not  attacked  them.  Rut  even  with  pack-horses  they  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  perished  in  the  wihlerness,  or  have  been  pursued  by  the 
savages  and  destroyed.  That  cold  winter  broke  up"  with  extraordinary 
rains.  The  Tennessee  hirs  not  been  known  to  be  higher  than  in  that 
spring.  The  rivers  and  creeks  to  be  crossed  by  such  a party  would  have 
been  more  perilous  than  the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee.  It  was  well 
they  found  no  “ signs"  there. 

1779-80.  Rut  we  reply  in  the  second  place,  that  the  Robertson  party 
arrived  at  the  Great  Salt  luck,  or  Rluffs,  at  the  very  end  of  the  year 
1779,  after  a long  and  tedious  journey,  with  their  horses  much  reduced 
in  flesh;  that  there  was  nothing  upon  which  they  could  feed  but  the  wild 
cane;  that  the  severity  of  the  weather  was  such  as  had  never  been  experi- 
enced in  this  country  ; that  a first  duty  was  to  erect  some  shelters  for 
them=<  lves  and  property,  and  Mock-houses  with  palisades  for  protection, 
to  D)ake  some  preparation  for  the  couifort  and  support  of  these  friends 
who  were  to  come  by  water,  (should  they  ever  arrive;)  that' in  January 
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and  February  it  was  as  niucTi  as  tlie  Ilobcrtson  party  could  Jo  to  sustain 
life  by  bear  and  buffalo  meat;  that  tlie  heavy  rains  commenced  in  Febru- 
ary, and  that  their  long  continuance  and  consc(|uent  high  waters  forbade 
the  attempt  to  search  out  a route  to  the  Muscle  Shoals;  that  had  a party 
undertaken  the  journey,  the  probability  seemed  to  be  that  the  voyagers 
would  have  passed  down  the  river  before  such  friends  could  have  arrived 
to  meet  them,  or  make  signs  of  having  been  there ;”  that  every  man  and 
beast,  with  all  the  muscular  powers  they  had,  were  needed  in  the  work  to 
be  done  l^ere;  that  trees  were  to  be  cut  down  and  prepared  for  houses, 
split  for  rails,  for  pickets,  for  floors,  for  doors,  roofs,  and  chimneys,  to 
clear  land,  and  be  in  readiness  for  the  planting  season. 

The  impression  prevailed  among  the  Ftobortson  party  that  their  friends 
and  families  had  not  started,  or  would  abandon  the  vo^'age  until  tlie  win- 
ter was  past,  and  that  then  the  number  of  emigrants  by  water  (going  to 
^•the  Illinois  and  the  Xatchez’’)  would  be  so  increased  that  the  party 
under  Colonel  Donelson  would  enjoy  the  protection  and  company  of  a 
fleet  of  boats,  and  of  a strong  escort;’^  which  was  the  case. 

The  presence  of  Colonel  Robertson  was  required  with  these  earliest 
emigrants.  Articles  of  government  were  to  bo  prepared,  and  a system  of 
rules  adopted.  Had  he  gone  to  the  Shoals,  he  could  have  taken  hut  a 
meagre  force,  and  at  least  three  months  would  have  been  wasted  in  the 
opening  a way  and  returning,  and  then  after  throwing  away  essential 
household  goods,  and  all  at  the  utmost  peril  to  all. 


‘Note. — “On  the  21st  July,  1821,  Mr.  Earle,  aided  by  a number  of  hands,  opened 
the  mound  which  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cumberland  and  north  side  of  French 
Lick  Creek,  about  seventy  yards  from  each.  This  is  the  mound  on  whicli  Monsieur 
Charlevillc,  a French  trader,  had  his  store  in  1711,  wlien  the  Shawnees  were 
driven  from  the  Cumberlanil  by  tlie  (Cherokocs  ami)  Chickasuics.  Some  broken 
pottery,  and  pieces  of  metal  of  oval  form,  with  indented  representation  of  the  head 
of  a woman  on  one  side,  were  all  that  were  discovered.  This  piece  of  silver  was 
probably  part  of  a watch-seal,” 
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/ 

1779,  1780. 

In  the  ‘^Adventure”  there  were  about  tliirtj  families,  as  stated  by 
Ilaywood ) thirty  or  more  men  to  manage  and  propel  the  boat,  and  to 
defend  the  party.  The  wife  of  Captain  Kobertson  with  her  five  children 
were  of  the  number,  and  it  is  supposed  the  entire  party  must  liave  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

They  had  been  more  than  four  months  in  accomplishing  this  voyage, 
and  this  during  a winter  of  extraordinary  coldness.  A family  can  now 
leave  the  State  of  alaiiie  and  travel  to  California  with  less  exposure  a;id 
in  one-fourth  the  time.  The  ‘‘adventurers”  must  have  lived  in  close 
quarters  on  board  their  little  vessel;  but  their  safety,  their  hopes,  their 
lives  were  all  embarked  in  this  one  boat.  A spirit  of  accommodation 
pervaded  the  party.  The  remembrance  of  the  trials  they  had  endured 
together,  and  the  acts  and  words  of  comfort  and  kindness  done  and 
spoken  to  each  other  during  this  long  voyage,  were  ever  after  pleasant 
memories,  and  served  to  unite  them  in  strong  and  enduring  friendships. 

Their  descendants  .should  cheri.^h  the  like  sentiments.  The  names  of 
many  of  the.s’e  adventurers,”  as  also  of  others  who  at  an  early  day  were 
here,  have  become  unknown,  or  liave  disappeared  from  the  roll  of  citizens 
at  the  present  day.  ]>ut  of  many  others  it  can  be  truly  said,  they  have 
descendants,  here  and  elsewhere,  who  do  credit  to  their  parentage ; 
citizens  of  integrity,  of  industry,  of  intelligence,  and  virtue  ; useful,  pa- 
triotic, benevolent;  men  of  worth,  women  of  loveline.ss;  young  men  of 
promise;  girls  the  very  pinks  of  perfection,  ornaments  of  society,  pride 
of  creation,  fit  partners  of  worthy  men. 

AVhat  the  plain,  frugal.  indu.<trious,  and  happy  parents  of  those  days 
would  think  or  say  of  some  inannors  and  customs,  of  the  fashion  and 
parade,  love  of  money  and  love  of  drc.ss,  of  discontent,  whether  with  or 
without  excess  of  this  world’s  goods,  in  this  our  day,  wo  will  not  venture 
to  insert  in  “this  present  writing;”  but  wo  would  modestly  commend 
the  matter  ‘‘  to  every  one’s  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.” 
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Can  Ch.iircliiii‘3  sentiment  to  any  be  appliod  r 

“Appearances  to  save,  their  only  care  ; 

So  dress  seems  right,  no  matter  what  they  are.” 

We  hope  not,  and  that  Will  Shakespeare’s  remark  about  some  young 
gentleman  in  olden  time  may  not  be  applicable  to  any  in  our  day  or 
place — 

“ The  fashion 

Wears  out  more  apparel  than  the  man!'' 

This,  however,  only  ^^by  the  way,^^  an  incidental  remark. 

The  early  settlers  here  certainly  were  a plain,  economical,  industrious 
people,  “given  to  hospitality,^’  “ speaking  the  truth  in  love,’’  recognizing 
“Divine  Providence,”  and  sincere  in  devotion  to  the  cause  of  American 
Independence.  They  had  avowed,  sworn,  and  proven  their  attachment 
to  the  great  cause  for  the  success  of  which  patriotic  men  in  all  the 
Colonies  (or  States,  as  they  were  generally  called)  were  now  fervently 
praying  and  heroically  contending, 

. Although,  by  their  removal  across  the  mountains,  tliey  were  the  more 
distant  from  the  very  battle-fields  of  the  Hcvolutlon,”  their  hearts  were 
in  the  work;  they,  as  wisely  and  as  well  as  any  other  men  in  that  event- 
ful day  and  struggle,  were  ordained  and  trained,  scat  and  stationed, 
where  the  invaluable  services,  which  only  such  men  ■ could  perform, 
would  be  most  needed.  And  they  acted  well  their  part.  They  foiled 
the  schemes  of  diplomacy,  they  secured  the  best  part  of  this  continent, 
“they  kept  the  faith  and  the  country.” 

The  account  they  gave  of  the  appearance  of  the  blufts  and  Salt  Lick, 
when  the  companies  arrived  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  17S0,  is,  that 
although  there  was  “ open  ground,”  there  was  no  evidence  that  it  had 
ever  been  in  cultivation.  The  open  space  around  and  near  the  Sulphur 
or  Salt  Spring,  instead  of  being  an  old  field,”  as  had  been  supposed  b}' 
Mr.  Mansker  at  his  visit  here  iu  1700,  was  thus  freed  from  trees  aud 
underbrush  by  the  innumerable  herds  of  bufi’alo  and  deer  and  elk  that 
came  to  these  waters.  The  place  Avas  tlie  resort  of  those  wild  animals, 
among  which  also  came  bears,  panthers,  wolves,  and  foxes.  Trails,  or 
buffalo-paths,  were  deeply  worn  in  the  earth  from  this  to  other  springs. 
Much  of  the  country  wa.'^  covered  with  a thick  growth  of  cane,  from  ten 
to  twenty  feet  high.  (Upon  the  banks  of  our  rivers  and  creeks  and  on 
many  plantations  in  Middle  Tr'iinossco,  the  cane  has  not  yet  been  en- 
tirely destroyed.)  Like  the  wild  beasts  who  formerly  found  in  its 
denseness  their  places  of  rest  ami  concealment,  like  the  Indians  who, 
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the  liiintcd  llis  l>eaots,  and  traversed  tliese  well-stocked 

parks,  and  called  them  all  their  own ; so  savage  beasts  and  savage  mei 
have  had  to  retire  before  the  race  of  wdiite  men,  and  before  settlements 
and  agriculture.  And  so,  too,  tlie  native,  the  original  grasses,  and  the 
nutritious  cane-brakes,  which  in  all  past  time  served  for  pasturage  to 
countless  herds  of  wdid  animals,  have  been  or  will  be  compelled  to 
give  way  and  disappear,  to  bo  succeeded  by  a Heaven-ordered,  higher 
state  in  food,  in  men,  and  in  animals. 

“IMan,  in  society,  is  like  a flower 
Blown  in  its  natiye  bud.  ’T  is  there  alone 
His  faculties,  expanded  in  full  bloom, 

Shine  out,  there  only  reach  their  proper  use.” 

These  pioneers  were  huddled  in  the  few  rude  huts’'  which  had  been, 
as  they  remarked,  “ thrown  together  in  a hurry,  as  men  throw  the  brush 
iu  clearings,  and  pitch  up  a pen  to  keep  the  calf  from  the  cow."  ‘AVood 
W'as  plenty,  but  it  wvis  cold  work  chopping  wood." 

And  wild  game  was  abundant,  but  very  poor.  Many  deer  were 
found  to  have  died  of  hunger  and  the  cold."  The  settlers  and  hunters 
in  Kentucky  have  recorded  the  same  fact,  attributing  it  to  the  long  and 
intense  cold. 

There  were  some  wmmen  and  children  with  the  Rains,  Eaton,  and 
Mansker  companies  of  emigrants,  but  none,  as  w'e  can  learn,  with  the 
Robertson.  Their  “better  halves"  and  “olive  plants"  “were  to  come 
with  the  household  stuff,  by  the  river  route." 

“ Bear’s  oil  was  the  only  substitute  we  had  for  butter,  lard,  or  gravy, 
and  we  learned  to  prefer  it  to  either."  Hunters  have  often  said  that 
bear’s  oil,  when  fresh,  made  them  feel  warm  and  strong.  They  became 
very  fond  of  it. 

Some  of  the  men  who  ha<l  been  in  pursuit  of  game,  and  making  explo- 
rations through  tlie  w'i)ods,  were  much  surprised  to  discover  the  tracks  of 
a large  party  of  Indians.  These  were  known  by  their  tracks.  All  vrore 
moccasins,  and  none  of  tliem  turned  their  toes  outward,  as  do  white 
people.  There  were  other  unmistakable  evidences  of  these  being  Indians, 
and  in  quite  a formidable  body.  The  news  was  promptly  communicated 
to  all  the  pioneers,  and  they  were  advised  to  “ keep  a sharp  look-out." 

It  was  considered  proper  to  ascertain  from  them  whetlier  they  came 
with  professions  of  friendship,  and  could  be  confided  in,  or  were  to  be 
watched  as  covert  or  avowed  enemies.  As  they  had  encamped  upon  a 
branch  of  the  creek,  since  known  as  Mill  Creek,  and  a few  miles  south  of 
the  Robertson  station,  a visit  was  made  to  them,  and,  as  fur  as  could  be 
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'uadeiai.uuu  ity  uua  iuLcm^iulc  vvOius,  liitj  wliitcs  were  assured  ^^tliej 
had  come  only  to  hunt/^  They  remained  upon  that  brancli  of  Mill  Creek 
and  hunted  until  summer  weather  commenced.  Tlieir  encam])ment  gave 
to  that  branch,  or  small  stream,  the  name  of  Indian  Creek.^'’  They  are 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  to  molest  the  settlers. 

These  were  Delaware  Indians,  and  had  come  hundreds  of  miles 
to  hunt  upon  lands  to  which  they  had  no  right.  We  have  remarked 
that  John  Rains  was  one  of  the  emigrants  who  earliest  selected  his  tract 
of  land  and  commenced  improvements.  It  included  mucli  of  the  seventy 
acres,  (^‘^Waverley  Place,”)  the  residence  of  the  writer  of  these  sketches, 
and  other  places  ‘•'‘beautiful  for  situation,”  the  homes  of  taste  and  refine- 
ment. These  lands  are  now  in  danger  of  being  grasped  by  the  outstretch- 
ing arms  of  the  city,  vdiere  the  cry  of  the  city  lathers”  is,  as  that  of  the 
horse-leech,  G Ive,  give,  and  seems  never  likely  to  say,  Hold  I It  is 
enough  I 

Well,  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,”  so  will  it  be  hereafter : by 
some  human  being,  by  some  Providence,  by  some  improvement,  by  some 
change,  (and  Tvhether  for  good  or  ill,  the  Lord  only  knows,  but  we  main- 
tain Tis  well  and  wisely  ordered,)  none  of  us  can  be  permitted  to  find 
upon  the  earth  an  unchanged  and  unchangeable  home.  The  experience 
of  John  Rains  has  been  the  experience  of  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe, 
,and  of  all  the  steady  or  changeful  men,  with  monosyllabic  or  polysyllabic 
names,  before  and  since  his  day.  But  camong  these  pioneers,  as  he  was 
the  first  to  make  his  marks,  and  drive  his  stakes,  to  designate  his  location j 
so  was  he  the  first  to  “ pull  up  stakes  and  make  tracks”  into  the  fort  on 
the  .bluff.  And  many  persons  at  the  present  day,  with  nothing  like  the 
inducements  or  necessity  wLich  impelled  Mr.  Rains,  will  hasten  to  the 
city ; (and  thus  towns  and  cities  are  made.) 

“ God  made  the  country, 

Man  made  the  towns.” 

But  to  the  point.”  Mr.  Rains  made  a timely  escape.  The  propriety 
and  necessity  of  removal  soon  became  evident.  He  had  occupied  his 
home  three  months  and  three  days,  when  he  learned  that  the  Indians 
had  killed  John  Milliken,  on  Richland  Creek,  and  Joseph  Tlay,  near 
the  Sulphur  Spring,  and  were  very  much  disposed  to  make  attacks 
upon  all  persons  who  wore  not  umler  the  immediate  protection  of  the  fort. 

Mr.  Rains  moved  to  the  bluff,”  says  Haywood,  or,  as  wo  would  now  say, 
he  moved  to  town,  “and  continued  there  four  yeans,  before  he  again 
settled  in  the  country.”  When  ho  did  so  return  to  the  country,”  he 
found  another  excellent  spring  in  his  tract  of  land,  (one  thousand  acres,) 
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near  wliicL  Le  was  penulLLed  to  iuivc  a homo  during  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  and  they  -were  many  and  pleasant,  and  usefully  employed. 

By  the  spring,  the  waters  of  which  run  through  the  HorticulturaL 
Garden,  in  what  is  now  known  as  IMcGavoek’s  Addition  to  Nashville,  there 
was  a fort  or  station  erected,  under  the  management  of  George  Freeland, 
and  called  Freeland’s  Station.”  The  beautiful  ground  between  that 
station  and  the  Sulphur  Spring  was  then  covered  by  an  almost  impene- 
trable cane-brake,  with  a few  biiffalo-patlis  through  it.  Within  a day  or 
tw'o  after  Hay  was  killed,  old  Mr.  Bernard  and  young  Milliken  (son  of 
the  Milliken  who  was  killed  on  Richland)  were  shot  down  near  this 
station,  and  ‘Mheir  heads  cut  off.”  “The  beginning  of  sorrows,”  said  old 
Mrs.  Neelly. 

The  people  who  had  sought  their  separate  homes  “ in  the  country”  no 
longer  “ laughed  to  scorn”  those  who  had  “ croaked  of  danger,”  but  with 
one  general  consent  took  shelter  at  the  block-houses  and  stations.  For 
years  thereafter,  ‘when  they  would  attempt  the  cultiyation  of  any  crop, 
they  resorted  to  the  wise  counsel  of  the  “ croakers.”  They  took  the 
crow's,  or  ravens,  for  their  teachers.  They  always  placed  some  good 
marksman,  with  quick  eye,  upon  an  eminence,  or  perched  in  a tree-top, 
to  “ pick  off’  (as  the  term  was)  any  prowling  Indian,  or  giye  timely  alarm 
of  approaching  danger. 

The  people  began  to  see,  also,  that  they  must  resort  to  some  uniform, 
active,  and  reliable  measures  for  defence  and  self-government.  They 
were  in  danger,  not  only  from  foes  without,  but  there  was  (or  was  likely 
to  be)  some  disputes  and  trouble  among  themselves.  As  in  communities, 
even  from  olden  time,  so  in  some  of  these  there  were  turbulent  spirits, 
biLsy-bodies,  murmurers,  men  seeking  more  than  their  own,  and  a few 
with  the  ambition  of  Dit)trephes,  “ looking  to  have  the  preeminence.” 

There  were,  however,  wise  men  who  had  known  the  necessity,  and 
enjoyed  the  advantages,  of  a f win  of  government  originating  directly 
from  the  people,  and  had  participated  in  the  organization  and  administra- 
tion of  such  when  at  Watauga  ; tliey  resolved  upon  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  compact  here.  As  Richard  Henderson,  and  otlier  members  of  the 
“Transylvania  Land  rompany,”  were  here  at  this  juncture,  he  was  foremost 
in  urging  the  adoption  of  some  form  of  government : he  and  his  surveying- 
party  had  “come  in,”  having  run  the  line  to  the  Tennessee  River.  Hen- 
derson also  offered  to  sell  lands  umlerthe  treaty-purchase  by  the  Transvl- 
vania  Company,  postponing  pajinent  until  the  (i’oinpany’s  title  should  be 
duly  confirmed.  Therefore  the  Ci)inpaet,  or  form  of  government,  known 
as  the ’government  of  the  “ G<meral  Arbitrators.”  Triors,  or  Judges,  or, 
more  appropriately,  the  Governm.'  nt  of  the  Xotahhs,''  was  agreed  upon, 
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wiIlccu.  oac  lu  roll*  liuuJ,  aiid  all  oclilcra  wlio  Were  uisposeu  to  observe 
and  maintain  good  order  and  fair  dealings  were  ready  to  subscribe  these 
articles  of  compact.  The  original,  together  with  many  loose  sheets  of 
paper  covered  with  writing,  and  of  deep  interest  connected  with  the  men 
and  transactions  of  that  day,  were  discovered  by  the  writer  of  these 
sketches  in  the  year  1846,  in  an  old  trunk  which  had  evidently  belonged 
to  Colonel  Robert  Rarton,  who,  as  will  be  seen,  was  a useful  citizen,  one 
of  the  Xotables  of  that  day,  and  lost  not  his  character  for  usefulness  while 
he  lived. 

TVe  shall  insert  these  articles,  and  the  proceedings  of  this  government, 
entire  in  the  Appendix,  fearlessly  as.serting  that  the  whole  is  worthy  of 
careful  consideration ; evincing  much  intelligence,  prudent  foresight, 
firmness,  and  patriotism.  IVe  shall  have,  however,  to  precede  the  written 
record  with  a running  commentary,  in  order  to  preserve  the  memory  of 
some  occurrences  not  to  be  otherwise  learned  ; and  thus,  with  the  admin- 
istrative and  judicial  proceedings,  as  presented  ‘*on  the  records,’"’  bring 
to  light  and  perpetuate  the  events  which  transpired  throughout  the 
settlements  on  the  Cumberland  during  these  eventful  times,  when  ‘‘the 
light  was  as  darkness,  as  darkness  itself,”  and  some  of  even  these  “men’s 
hearts  failed  them  for  fear,  and  for  tlic  things  that  were  coming  upon 
them.” 

We  should,  however,  mention  that  although  there  was  among  the  emi- 
grants a great  desire  to  penetrate  the  woods  and  discover  the  fatness  of 
the  land,  whilst  some  followed  out  every  trace  made  by  the  wild  beasts, 
others  “ broke  into  the  wild  woods,”  where  there  was  no  pathway  or 
track  of  animals,  and  were  early  convinced  that  it  was  indeed  a goodly 
land,  and  w'ell  dcseiwed  to  be  possessed,  ddany  began  to  erect  their 
separate  cabin  for  their  individual  home.  They  did  not  Vr’liolly  neglect 
the  construction  of  .some  defensive  posts  and  places  of  refuge.  Xone  of 
these,  however,  were  at  first  so  finished  as  not  to  recpiire  to  be  improved 
and  strengthened,  and  soon  to  be  incessantly  guarded. 

When  the  people  arrived  upon  the  Cumberland  they  saw  no  Indians, 
and  they  knew  of  no  tribe  that  "was  settled  between  its  waters  and  those 
of  the  Tennessee,  nor  of  any  Indian  towns  north  of  them  and  south  of 
the  Ohio.  Here  seemed  to  l)c  a va.st  extent  of  woodland,  barrens,  and 
prairies,  inviting  human  setthnuent  and  the  improvements  of  civilization. 
The  Delawares,  w’ho  had  apjieared  on  the  head-waters  of  3Iill  Creek,  and 
professed  to  have  come  only  to  hunt,  had  travelled  a long  distance.  The 
Creeks  and  Cherokees  claimed  no  lands  within  the  limits  of  these  new 
settlements,  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  souu'  of  the  people  were  re- 
luctant to  give  much  of  their  time  and  labor  to  the  erection  of  forts  and 
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stations;  wlien  all  wanted  homes ; and  some  had  made  haste  to  select  tlie 
choicest  places,  thus  creating  discontent  with  others. 

But  the  desire  and  temptation  to  mark,  and  blaze,  and  scatter  abroad, 
and  locate  as  soon  as  they  learned  a little  of  the  richness  of  the  country, 
was  repressed  by  the  experienced  and  prudent  among  them,  sufiiciently 
to  agree  to  give  a portion  of  their  time  and  labor  to  the  erection  of  a 
few  ^ strong-holds’  and  defences,  as  also  for  the  deposit  of  provisions, 
arms,  and  ammunition.’’ 

It  was  agreed  that  the  fort  at  the  Bluffs,  or  Nashboroiigh,  should  be 
the  principal  one,  and  the  head-quarters.  Others  were  commenced  about 
the  same  time,  at  the  spring  in  North  Nashville,  as  we  have  mentioned, 
and  was  called  Freelands;  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  upon  the  first 
highland  at  “the  river  bank,  called  Eaton’s;”  others  at  or  near  the  sul- 
phur spring,  ten  miles  north,  called  Gasper’s,  where  is  now  the  town  of 
Goodlottsville ; one  on  Station  Camp  Creek,  about  three  miles  from  Galla- 
tin, on  the  bluff,  and  by  the  edge  of  the  turnpike,  called  Asher’s ; one 
near  the  sulphur  spring,  eight  miles  from  Gallatin,  called  Bledsoe’s ; one 
at  the  low  lands  on  Stone’s  Iliver,  where  the  pike  passes,  called  “ Stone’s 
River,”  or  Bonelson’s,  (in  our  day  known  as  Clover  Bottom;)  and  one  at 
“Fort  Union,”  at  the  bend  of  the  river,  above  the  bluff's,  about  six  miles 
distant:  here  was  once  the  town  of  Tlaysborough. 

The  fort  at  Nashborough  was  erected  upon  the  bluff,  between  the 
south-east  corner  of  the  Square  and  Spring  street,  so  as  to  include  a bold 
spring  which  then  issued  from  that  point,  the  water  of  which  dashed 
down  the  precipice,  giving  much  interest  and  charm  to  the  location. 

This  place  of  defence,  like  all  the  forts  erected  at  other  stations,  was  a 
log  building,  two  stories  high,  with  port-holes  and  look-out  station  : other 
log  houses  were  near  it,  and  the  whole  were  enclosed  with  palisades  or 
pickets  firmly  set  in  the  earth,  having  the  up])cr  ends  sharpened.  There 
was  one  large  entrance  or  gateway,  with  a look-out  station  thereon  for  the 
guard.  The  top  of  the  fort  afforded  an  elevated  view  of  the  country 
around.  This  view,  however,  was  much  obstructed  to  the  west  and 
south-west  by  a thick  forest  of  cedar  trees,  beneath  which,  especially  to 
the  south-west  (say  toward  Broad  iStreet  and  Wilson’s  Spring)  there  was 
a dense  growth  of  privet  bushes.  Upon  lands  with  deeper  soil  and  less 
rock,  instead  of  cedar  and  privet,  there  were  forest  trees  of  large  growth, 
and  thick  cane-brakes.  The  riidi  bottom-himU  were  covered  with  cane 
measuring  ten  to  twenty  feet  in  height.  The  ancient  forest  trees  upon 
the  rich  lands  in  this  region  were  of  a most  niaj('stlc  growth  ; all  the  ele- 
ments of  nature  seem  to  have  combined  to  make  tliein  what  they  were  ; 
and  yet,  although  many  of  the  loveliest  sites  for  countr}*  residences  have 
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been  hastily  and  nn wisely  stripped  of  their  chief  ornament  and  charm, 
and  civilized  man  has  speedily  destroyed,  by  thousands  in  a year,  such 
monarchs  of  the  forest  as  a thousand  years  may  not  again  produce,  there 
remain,  here  and  there,  some  lovely  spots  and  glorious  oaks  not  wholly 
dishonored  or  abased  by  the  woodman’s  axe.  There  are  a few,  and  but  a 
few,  of  such  native  woods  and  magnificent  trees  remaining  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  capital  of  Tennessee;  but  from  the  depth  of  our  heart  we  cry, 

“'VVoodmeiij  spare  those  trees!” 

If  once  cut  down,  you  nor  our  posterity  will  ever  see  the  like  again.” 

As  we  have  remarked,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  the  post  on  the  Bluffs  as 
the  head-quarters — the  place  for  general  meetings — and  the  name  of 
KasJihorovgh  selected,  by  which  it  should  thereafter  be  known.  This 
was  in  honor  of  Fronds  Nash,  of  North  Carolina,  a Brigadier-General 
in  the  Continental  army,  and  who  was  mortally  w'ounded  at  the  battle  of 
Germantown,  October  4th,  1777. 

At  this  place  the  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  at  the  different 
stations,  assembled  and  adopted  the  Compact  of  government;  and  here 
were  held  the  meetings  of  Notables,  and  the  records  kept,  from  which  we 
shall  freely  quote,  first  premising,  as  a gentle  hint  to  the  cheerful  hearts 
of  old  age  and  to  the  lively  hearts  of  youth,  that  wdien  this  important 
measure  was  adopted,  these  forests  and  lands  and  the  fresh  air  were  rich, 
beautiful,  and  fragrant  with  wild  flowers.  It  was  jMaij-dag ! the  day 
for  bouquets  of  sweet  flowers,  enriched  with  heaven’s  brightest  tints  : it 
is  the  time  for  gay  assemblages  upon  the  green,’^ 

“And  ’neath  umbrageous  trees.” 

Henceforth  let  green  old  age  and  buoyant  youth  and  laughing  child- 
hood commemorate  the  day,  and  call  to  mind  that  the  noble  band  of 
pioneer  settlers  on  the  Cumberland  made  this  day  for  ever  memorable, 
by  initiating  a form  of  government  on  popular  representative  principles. 

“Hail  to  the  joyous  day!  With  purple  clouds 
The  whole  horizon  glows.  The  breezy  Spring 
Stands  loosely  floating  on  the  mountain  top, 

And  deals  her  sweets  around.  The  Sun,  too,  seems 
As  conscious  of  the  joy,  with  brighter  beams 
To  gild  the  happy  world.” 

The  B^th  du}'  of  3Iay  hath  its  claim  to  remembrance  ms  that  on  which 

ad'litional  resolutions  and  further  a.ssociatiun  wore  entered  into  at 
Nashborough,”  to  regulate  entries  and  locations  of  land;  to  protect  and 
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provide  for  the  children  and  widows  of  tliose  who  should  die  or  be  killed 
by  the  Indians;  regulating  the  military  defences;  calling  into  service 
men  from  each  station;  impressing  horses;  imposing,  collecting,  and 
appropriating  fines,  etc.  And  thus  was  initiated  the  Government  of 
the  Judges, General  Arbitrators,  or  Triers,^’  “chosen  by  the  Freemen 
of  the  difTerent  stations’’  on  the  Cumberland. 

As  the  names  of  I’ichard  Ilenderson,  Nathaniel  Hart,  and  some  others 
who  were  members  of  the  great  “ Transylvania  Land  Company,”  are  first 
in  the  roll  of  worthy  signers  to  these  articles,  it  is  proper  to  repeat  here 
that  there  was  a lingering  hope — in  some  a strong  confidence — that  the 
■purchase  made  of  the  Indians  in  1775  would,  in  some  way,  be  of  service 
to  the  early  settlers.  All  felt  confident  that  by  that  purchase  the  Indian 
title  was  fiiirly  and  fully  extinguished ; that,  even  should  it  be  against 
good  policy  for  the  State  to  recognize  treaties  between  the  Indians  and 
private  citizens,  and  that  the  same  policy  'would  discountenance  the 
absorbing  by  a few  individuals  of  territory  extensive  enough  for  States, 
yet  they  hoped  that  by  a multiplication  of  the  parties  interested,  and  by 
a partition  of  the  lands  among  many,  ns  also  by  reason  of  the  considera- 
tion paid,  and  the  great  toils  and  perils  endured,  and  positive  advantages 
to  the  State  accruing  from  the  settlements,  a liberal  and  equally  sound 
policy  would  justify  the  confirmation  to  a good  extent  of  titles  to  these 
settlers. 

Col.  Ilenderson  was  a sound  la-w'ver,  a man  of  thorough  education,  an 
accomplished  gentleman,  an  honorable  and  patriotic  man,  and  sought  and 
took  no  advantage  of  the  confidence  placed  in  him.  Sales  were  made, 
hut  payment  conditioned  on  a confirmation.  By  the  experimental  line 
he  had  run,  he  concluded  that  the  true  line  between  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  "would  be  some  twenty  miles  north  of  the  principal  settlements 
then  making  on  the  Cumberland,  therefore  he  and  others  ere  long  deter- 
mined to  establish  themselves  nearer  the  Ohio  river.  Henderson  had  a 
house  in  the  fort  at  Boonsb^trough,  on  Kentucky  River. 

But  this  treaty-maker  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  extinguished 
Indian  claims  to  some  of  the  richest  lands  in  America,  and  of  having 
a.<^sisted  in  the  adoption  of  a written  constitution  of  government  for  three 
distinct  Colonies,  embracing  territory  enough  to  have  formed  three 
instead  of  two  great  States.  It  is  a not.able  fact  that  he,  or  the  com- 
pany, at  the  very  earliest  day,  contrmplated  and  desired  t<)  form  a State 
similar  to  “the  thirteen.”  They  aj)plicd  to  the -Continental  Congress  at 
Pliiladelphia  in  1775,  “to  unite  with  them  in  the  same  great  caU'O  of 
Tibcrty  and  mankind,”  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  with  the 
name  of  Transylvania. 
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Col.  Henderson  had  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  station  at  Booues- 
boroiigh,  and  in  the  organization  of  a government,  or  ^Hlules  and  Ilegu- 
lations,’^  there,  some  years  prior  to  the  part  which  he  acted  here.  He 
had  his  own  house  within  the  fort,  or  as  forming  a part  of  tlie  enclosure. 
The  same  course  pursued  there,  in  the  settling  of  lands  by  the  company, 
was  adopted  here.  The  policy  was  liberal — far  more  so  than  that  which 
was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  State. 

The  State  of  Virginia,  as  did  North  Carolina,  annulled  his  title,  or 
refused  to  recognize  sales  under  the  company.  Jlach  State,  however, 
granted  to  the  proprietors  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  and  then  appro- 
priated to  public  uses  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Clierokees 
in  1775.  The  two  hundred  thousand  acres  granted  by  Virginia  were  on 
the  Ohio  river,  in  what  is-  known  as  Henderson  county.  The  State  of 
North  Carolina  made  a similar  grant,  and  thus  the  lands  on  the  Cumber- 
land became  exempt  from  the  claim  of  the  Transylvania  Company. 
Purchasers  here  were  never  urged  to  make  any  payments  on  contracts 
into  which  they  had  entered.  Old  settlers  ever  retained  for  Henderson 
a very  high  regard  as  a gentleman  and  patriot. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  Janies  Hobertson,  the  people  at 
Nashborough,  Freeland,  and  Eaton's  Stations,  chose  him  to  be  a 
Colonel.  Here  was  office  conferred  by  the  people,  the  highest  authority  f 
and  it  was  by  unanimous  voice.  He  had  already  earned  this  distinction, 
and  well  did  his  conduct  prove,  ever  after,  that  it  was  wisely  bestowed. 
He  now  became  the  leading  spirit  in  all  the  settlements  in  the  Cumber- 
land district,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  military  forces,  and  “Chairman 
or  President"  of  the  Bench  of  Judges  or  Committee  of  Notables,  down 
to  the  period  when  these,  sometimes  called  Triers  or  Judges,  descended 
from  these  primitive  seats  of  distinction  and  usefulness,  to  be  dignified 
as  ^'Justices  ” under  commissions  from  the  Governor  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-six  names  are  subscribed  to  the  Constitution  or 
Compact  of  government,*  and  it  is  exceedingly  creditable  and  well  worthy 
of  notice,  that  the  most  of  them  wrote  their  own  names,  genuine  auto- 
graphs. These  original  signatures,  like  those  to  other  Declarations  and 
Constitutions,  deserve  to  be  lithographed  and  studied.  The  private  and 
public  history  of  many  of  them  can  be  given,  (and,  indeed,  should  be 
introduced  or  added,  in  order  to  render  these  sketches  complete.)  Many 
descendants  of  those  original  signers  are  yet  living  in  this  State,  in 
Mississippi,  and  Kentucky. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  there  were  eight  stations  established  and 
settlements  commenced  in  1780,  and  the  inhabitants  or  settlers  there 
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entitled  to  ^^representatives  in  the  Tribunal  of  Notables'^  or  General 
Arbitrators/^  as  follows : 

From  Nasliborough,  3/^ 

^‘From  Gasper’s,  2.’^  (Gasper  Mansker’s  Lick.) 

^^FTom  Bledsoe’s,  1.”  (Now  Castilian  Springs.) 

^^From  Asher’s,  1.”  (Station  Gamp  Creek.) 

^^From  Freeland’s,  1.”  (Dr.  M’Gavock’s  or  Horticultural  Garden.) 

^^From  Eaton’s,  2.”  (Now  Brooklyn,  east  side  of  the  river.) 

^•From  Fort  Union,  1.”  (Where  Haysborough  was.) 

^‘Which  said  persons,  or  a majority  of  them,  after  being  bound  by  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice  between  all  con- 
tending parties,”  etc.,  shall  bo  empowered  and  competent  to  settle  all 
controversies  relative  to  locations  and  improvements  of  lands;  all  other 
matters  and  questions  of  dispute  among  the  settlers;  protecting  the 
reasonable  claims  of  those  wlio  may  have  returned  for  their  families ; 
providing  implements  of  husbandry  and  food  for  such  as  might  arrive 
without  such  necessaries;  making  especial  provision  for  icidoics  and 
orpliaiu,  whose  husbands  or  fithers  may  die  or  be  killed  by  the  savages ; 
guaranteeing  equal  rights,  mutual  protection,  and  impartial  justice; 

pledging  themselves  most  solemnly  and  sacredly”  to  promote  the  peace,, 
happiness,  and  well-being  of  the  community;  to  suppress  vice  and 
punish  crime.  This  is  a summary  of  what  they  resolved  and  ordained. 

What  a right  beginning  for  a great  State  ! AVell  may  we  feel  proud 
to  acknowledge  indebtedness  to  pioneers  who  had  such  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  all  the  elements  essential  to  good  government ; that,  as  a peo- 
ple, they  understood  the  “ rights  of  the  people,”  well  knowing  the 
inherent  and  inalienable  prerogatives  which  belonged  to  them  : being  men 
of  foresight,  principle,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  they  could  at  once  pro- 
nounce and  enact  what  was  appropriate  and  best : cheerful  and  prompt 
in  obedience  themselves,  vigilant  and  resolute  to  detect,  condemn,  and 
punish  encroachments  and  violations. 

Knowledge  is  power,”  and  the  Whigs  of  the  American  Bevolution 
possessed  knowledge  and  used  power  knowingly,  wisely,  and  well. 

Having  aided  in  a good  work  east  of  the  mountain,  and  left  it  in  capable 
and  efficient  hands  there,  they  renewed  their  patriotic  plans  on  the  banks 
of  the  Cumberland. 

Westward  the  star  of  empire  took  its  flight. 

The  “solemn  pledges”  then  made  -were  truly  regarded  as  sacred,  and 
were  faithfully  observed.  xVets  then  determined,  decisions  then  made, 
boundaries  tlien  settled,  have  never  been  repudiated,  unsettled,  or  re- 
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versed.  Questions  of  title  were  then  considered,  cases  were  then  adjudi- 
cated, which  at  this  day  affect  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  property. 
There  was  never  any  defiance  of  the  supreme  authority;  no  resistance  to 
the  arbitrament  of  the  J udges  or  Committee  of  Xotahles.  All  acknow- 
ledged and  felt  the  necessity  of  authority  and  law — all  resolved  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  and  integrity  of  their  enactments.  The  Judges  did  not 
abuse  their  trust,  and  the  people  had  few  difficulties  to  settle,  fe-w  com- 
plaints to  make  of  each  other.  The  actual  settlers  were  of  industrious 
habits  and  quiet  disposition,  sober  and  moral,  intent  to  do  well  for  them- 
selves and  for  their  children  after  them. 

Koving  adventurers,  refugees  from  justice,  absconding  debtors  and 
mischief-makers,  will  find  their  way  to  new  and  retired  settlements ; and 
it  requires  firm  and  united  remonstrance  and  opposition  on  the  part  of 
citizens,  who  will  not  allow  any  lawless  intermeddling  with  themselves  or 
their  own  rights,  nor  defiance  of  the  laws  by  which  all  rights  are  secured, 
to  hold  such  outlaws  in  check.  A few  men  of  known  decision  of  cha- 
racter can  accomplish  a great  deal  for  the  peace  of  society  and  the  rebuke 
of  offenders.  The  Committees  of  Safety,  which  were  numerous  through- 
out the  Colonies  during  the  War  of  Ilevolution,  constituted  an  excellent 
police;  and  through  their  watchfulness  and  exertions,  Tories,  horse- 
thieves,  and  other  offenders,  were  detected,  exposed,  brought  to  punish- 
ment, or,  if  they  fled,  information  was  given  and  passed  from  Committee 
to  Committee,  and  so  from  State  to  State.  These  lawless  fellows  some- 
times became  a terror  to  themselves,  verifying  the  declaration  of  Scripture, 
“The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth.’^ 

One  of  the  best  elements  of  our  free,  popular  government,  was  expressl}* 
set  forth  in  the  Compact  of  government  at  Nashborough,  namely : the 
authority  of  the  people ; a power  reserved  to  the  people  at  the  various 
stations,  to  remove  their  Judge  or  Judges  and  other  officers,  for  unfaith- 
fulness or  misconduct,  and  to  elect  others  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

This  tribunal  exercised  the  prerogatives  of  government  in  their  fullest 
extent,  with  the  single  specified  exception  of  infliction  of  capital  punish- 
ment. They  called  out  the  militia  of  the  stations,  “to  repel  or  pursue 
the  enemy,'’  impressed  horses  for  such  service  as  public  exigency  might 
demand,  levied  fines,  payable  in  money  or  provisions,  adjudicated  causes, 
entered  up  judgments  and  awarded  executions,  granted  letters  of  adminis- 
tration upon  estates  of  deceased  pci’sons,  taking  bonds,  “ payable  to 
Colonel  James  llobcrtson,  Chairman  of  Committee,"  etc. 

The  following  paragraphs  will  certainly  be  read  with  much  interest 
and  proud  approbation.  Among  all  the  eloquent  declarations  of  riuhts, 
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preraubles,  or  recital  of  causes  impelling  to  or  justifying  popular  pro- 
ceedings, "which  distinguish  tlie  American  era,  we  know  of  none  to 
which  we  would  sooner  challenge  attention  than  to  these,  toutes  les  cir- 
constances  et  depeudances  bicn  considerees. 

That  as  this  settlement  is  in  its  infancy,  unknown  to  government, 
and  not  included  within  any  county  in  North  Carolina,  the* State  to  which 
it  belongs,  so  as  to  derive  the  advantages  of  those  wholesome  and  salutary 
laws  for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  its  citizens,  we  find  ourselves 
constrained,  from  necessity,  to  adopt  this  temporary  method  of  restraining 
the  licentious,  and  supplying,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  blessings  flowing 
from  a just  and  equitable  government;  declaring  and  promising  that  no 
action  or  complaint  shall  bo  hereafter  instituted  or  lodged  in  any  court 
of  record  within  this  kState  or  elsewhere,  for  any  thing  done,  or  to  be  done, 
in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Judges  or  General  Arbi- 
trators, so  to  be  chosen  and  established  by  this  our  Association. 

“That  as  the  well-being  of  this  country  depends,  under  Divine  Provi- 
dence, on  unanimity  of  sentiment,  and  concurrence  in  measures ; and  as 
clashing  and  various  interests  and  opinions,  without  being  under  some 
restraint,  will  most  certainly  produce  confusion,  discord,  and  almost  ruin, 
so  we  think  it  our  duty  to  associate,  and  hereby  form  ourselves  into  one 
society,  for  the  benefit  of  present  and  future  settlers,  and  until  the  full 
and  proper  exercise  of  the  laws  of  our  country  can  be  in  use,  and  the 
powers  of  government  exerted  among  us. 

“ We  do  most  solemnly  and  sacredly  declare,  and  promise  each  other, 
that  we  will  faithfully  and  punctually  adhere  to,  perform,  and  abide  by, 
this  our  Association,  and  at  all  times,  if  need  be,  compel,  by  our  united 
force,  a due  obedience  to  these  our  rules  and  regulations. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  in 
token  of  our  entire  approhation  of  the  measures  adopted.’’ 

Such  is  the  eloquent,  beautiful,  patriotic  conclusion  of  the  Articles  of 
Association  of  May  1,  1780. 

Let  our  statesmen  consider  well  this  summary;  and  especially  let  the 
young  men  of  Tennessee  ( a State  in  which  they  are  called  at  an  earlier 
age  than  in  other  States  to  study  and  discuss  political  questions,  and  enter 
upon  the  arena  where  arc  debated  state  and  national  matters,  the  science 
of  government  taught  and  eloquence  displayed)  study  these  words,  imbibe 
these  sentiments,  ex}>atiate  upon  these  doctrines  : they  will  find  ample 
store  here,  and  in  those  records,  lor  a thousand  Fourth  of  July  orations, 
and  for  a.s  many  31ay-day,  pic-nic  declamations. 

On  the  Idth  of  the  same  month,  “ the  additional  resolutions  and 


I 


5 


1 


HISTORY  OF  3IIDI)LE  TENNESSEE. 


93 


further  association  were  entered  into/’  of  which  we  liave  already  given 
the  substance,  and  at  the  close  of  which  are  the  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  signatures. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  of  the  “anomalous  government  of 
jPrau/t/iN/’  (not  Frank-/a?u7,  as  Ilayw'ood  and  others  have  called  it,) 
which  was  orn:anized  in  East  Tennessee,  and  the  account  of  which 
forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  the  annals  of  Tennessee. 
Much  has  been  justly  said  in  praise  of  its  noble  Governor,  General  Sevier, 
of  w^hom  “the  truth  of  history”  requires  us  to  say,  he  was  in  labors 
more  abundant,  in  sacrifices  more  liberal,  in  perils  more  frequent  than  any 
and  all  other  men,  for  the  service  of  that  peo})le,  and  yet  vilified  by 
rivals,  outlawed  by  the  State  of  Xortli  Carolina,  seized  and  “spirited 
away”  as  a criminal,  pursued  and  recaptured  by  his  friends,  chasing  and 
subduing  the  Indians,  triumphing  over  enmity,  rivalry,  and  persecution, 
elevated  to  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  or  the  people,  made  again  and 
again,  and  yet  again,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  an  honored 
and  useful  Senator  in  Congress,  and,  finally,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  an  ambassador,  or  commissioner,  to 
establish  peace  and  determine  boundaries  with  the  warlike  Indians,  and 
there  to  sicken  and  to  die,  and  “no  stone  to  tell  his  resting-place !” 

"VTe  say  that  much  has  been  written  and  published  relative  to  that 
in  the  State  of  Frank-lin  and  its  distinguished 

founder  and  Governor;  but  here  wm  recover  the  history  of  a State,  in 
every  respect  and  aspect  as  peculiar  as  that — six  years  earlier  in  date — in 
active  existence  for  several  years — the  President  or  Chairman  of  which 
W'as  ever  the  friend  of  Sevier — they  pru-  nohile  frntrum — but  of  which 
the  historians  of  Tennes.see  have  had  but  a very  limited  knowledge. 
Judge  Haywood  alludes  to  it  on  page  126,  and  others  have  only  copied 
what  he  there  says,  and  thus  the  most  interesting  incidents  in  Middle 
Tennessee  history  have  hitherto  remained  unknown  and  unpublished. 

It  soon  became  manifest  that  there  was  much  need  for  this  government, 
that  it  would  have  much  to  engage  its  attention,  both  in  civil  and  military 
departments.  The  people  at  the  various  stations  were  urged  by  their 
sense  of  duty  and  some  apprehension  of  mischief  from  the  Indians,  to 
elect  the  number  of  Notables  to  wdiich  they  were  entitled,  that  the  con- 
templated government  might  ho  put  promptly  into  operation,  and  suitable 
directions  given  for  the  election  of  military  officers  and  the  equipment 
of  “spies  and  sharp-shooters." 

The  alarm-cry  was,  “ Indians  about !”  In  this  very  month  of  May 
they  approached  the  strong  defences  at  Eattui’s  Station,  and  within  sight, 
and  open  day,  shot  down  Mr.  Porter  and  James  Mayfield.  Shortly  there- 
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aiter  they  killed  Jennings^  opposite  the  first  island  above  Nashborough, 
and  near  the  same  time  and  place  they  killed  jNed.  Carver,  whose  wife 
and  two  children  narrowly  escaped,  and  reached  the  I^luffs.  In  a day  or 
two  thereafter,  they  killed  William  Neelly  and  captured  his  daughter. 

Although  we  have  mentioned  in  this  chapter  the  severiil  early  deaths 
caused  by  the  Indians,  we  have  omitted  some  particulars  -attending  those 
occurrences,  which  w^ill  be  noticed  in  the  next  chapter.  We  have  alluded 
to  them  here,  that  the  reader  might  bear  in  mind  the  dangers  by  which 
these  stationers  were  surrounded  when  they  adopted  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, which  is  here  added. 

Articles  of  Agiiee^lent,  or  Compact  of  Government,  entered  into  by 

settlers  on  the  Cumberland  river,  1st  May,  1780. 

The  first  page  is  lost,  and  the  second  torn  and  defaced,  but  we  can 
read  distinctly  as  follows,  supplying  in  hrackets  lost  words  : 

. . . ' . property  of  right  shall  be  determined  as  soon  [as]  con- 

veniently may  he,  in  the  following  manner  : The  free  men  of  this  country 
over  the  age  [of  twenty]  one  years  shall  immediately,  or  as  soon  as  may 
[be  convenient,]  proceed  to  elect  or  choose  twelve  conscientious  and  [de- 
serving] persons  from  or  out  of  the  different  stations,  that  is  [to]  say : 
From  Nashhoroiigh,  three;  Gasper’s,  two  ; Bledsoe’s,  one;  Asher’s,  one  ; 
Stone’s  River,  one;  Freeland’s,  one ; Eaton’s,  two ; Fort  Union,  one. 
Yv'hich  sai'l  persons,  or  a majority  of  them,  after  being  hound  by  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice  between  all  con- 
tending parties,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  having 
due  re[gard]  to  the  regulations  of  the  Land  Office  herein  established, 
shall  be  competent  judges  of  the  matter,  and  ....  hearing  ihe 
allegations  of  both  parties,  and  [their]  witnesses,  as  to  the  facts  alleged, 
or  otherwise  . ...  as  to  the  truth  of  the  case,  shall  have  [power] 

to  decide  the  controversie,  and  determine  who  is  of  right  entitled  to  an 
entry  for  such  land  so  in  dispute,  when  said  determination  or  decision 
shall  be  for  ever  bind[ing]  and  conclusive  against  the  future  claim  of  the 
party  against  whom  such  jiulgment  [shall  he  rendered.]  And  the  Entry 
Taker  shall  make  a [record  thereof]  in  his  book  accordingly,  and  the  entry 
. . . . tending  party  so  ciLst  shall  be  . . . . if  it  had  never 

been  made,  and  the  land  in  di>^pute  ....  to  tlie  person  in  whose 
favor  such  judgment  shall  .... 

....  in  case  of  the  death,  removal,  or  absence  of  any  of  the 
judges  so  to  be  chosen,  or  their  refusing  to  act,  the  station  to  which  such 
person  or  persons  belong,  or  w:ls  chosen  from,  shall  proceed  to  elect 
another  or  others  in  his  or  their  stead ; which  person  or  persons  so  chosen, 
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after  being  sworn^  as  aforesaid,  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice, "shall 
have  fall  power  and  authority  to  proceed  to  business  and  act  in  all  dis- 
putes respecting  the  premises,  as  if  they  had  been  originally  chosen  at 
the  first  election. 

That  the  entry  book  shall  be  kept  fair  and  open  by  . . person  . 

to  be  appointed  by  said  Richard  Henderson  . . . chose,  and  every 

entry  for  land  numbered  and  dated,  and  . . . order  without  leaving 

any  blank  leaves  or  spaces, to  the  inspection  of  the  said 

twelve  judges,  or  . . of  them,  at  all  times. 

That  whereas  many  persons  have  come  to  this  country  without  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  from  other  circumstances  are  obliged  to  return 
without  making  a crop,  and  [intend]  removing  out  this  fall,  or  early  next 
spring,  and  it  ...  . reason  . . such  should  have  the  preemp- 

[tion]  ....  of  such  places  as  they  may  have  chosen  . . the 

purpose  of  residence,  therefore  it  is  ....  be  taken  for  all  such, 
for  as  much  land  as  they  are  entitled  to  from  their  head-rights,  which 
said  lands  shall  be  reserved  for  the  particular  person  in  whose  name  they 
shall  be  entered,  or  their  heirs ; provided  such  persons  shall  remove  to 
this  country  and  take  possession  of  the  respective  place  or  piece  of  land 
so  chosen  or  entered,  or  shall  send  a laborer  or  laborers,  and  a white  per- 
son in  his  or  her  stead,  to  perform  the  same,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  j and  also 
provided  such  land  so  chosen  and  entered  for  is  not  entered  and  claimed 
by  some  person  who  is  an  inhabitant,  and  shall  raise  a crop  of  corn  the 
present  year  at  some  station  or  place  convenient  to  the  general  settlement 
in  this  country.  But  it  is  fully  to  be  understood  that  those  who  are 
actually  at  this  time  inhabitants  of  this  country  shall  not  be  debarred  of 
their  choice  or  claim  on  account  of  the  right  of  any  such  absent  or  re- 
turning person  or  persons.  It  is  further  proposed  and  agreed  that  no 
claim  or  title  to  any  lands  whatsoever  shall  be  set  up  by  any  person  in 
consequence  of  any  mark,  or  former  improvement,  unless  the  same  be 
entered  with  the  Entry  Taker  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  this 
association  and  agreement;  and  that  when  any  person  hereafter  shall 
mark  or  improve  land  or  lands  for  himself,  such  mark  or  improvement 
shall  not  avail  him  or  bo  deemed  an  evidence  of  prior  right  unless  the 
same  bo  entered  with  the  Entry  Taker  in  thirty  days  . . from  the 
time  of  such  mark  or  improvement;  but  no  other  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  such  lands  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  reserved  . . consequence  of  any 

purchase,  gift,  or  otherwise. 

That  if  the  Entry  Taker  to  be  appointed  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
perform  his  duty,  or  be  found  by  the  said  J udges,  or  a majority  of  them. 
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to  liave  acted  fraudulently,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  whatsoever; 
such  Entry  Taker  shall  he  immediately  removed  from  his  office,  and  the 
hook  taken  out  of  his  possession  by  the  said  Judges,  until  another  shall 
be  ap^)ointcd  to  act  in  his  room. 

That  as  often  as  the  people  in  general  are  dissatisfied  with  the  doings 
of  the  Judges  or  Triers  so  to  be  cliosen,  they  may  call  a.  new  election  at 
any  of  the  said  stations,  and  elect  others  in  their  stead,  having  due  re- 
spect to  the  number  now  agreed  to  bo  elected  at  each  station,  which  per- 
sons so  to  be  chosen  shall  have  the  same  power  with  those  in  whose  room 
or  place  they  shall  or  may  be  chosen  to  act. 

That  as  no  consideration-money  for  the  lands  on  Cumberland  Eiver, 
within  the  claim  of  the  said  Richard  Henderson  and  Company,  and  which 
is  the  subject  of  this  Association,  is  demanded  or  expected  by  the  said 
Company,  until  a satisfactory  and  indisputable  title  can  be  made,  so  we 
think  it  reasonable  and  just  that  the  twenty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 
and  four  pence,  current  money,  per  hundred  acres,  the  price  proposed  by 
the  said  Richard  Henderson,  .shall  be  paid  according  to  the  value  of 
money  on  the  fir.st  day  of  January  last,  being  the  time  when  the  price 
w^as  made  public  [and]  settlement  ejicouraged  thereon  by  said  Henderson, 
and  the  said  Richard  Henderson  on  his  part  does  hereby  agree  that  in 
case  of  the  ri.se  or  appreciation  of  money  from  that  ...  an  abate- 
ment shall  be  made  in  the  .sum  according  to  its  raised  or  appreciated 
value. 

That  where  any  person  shall  remove  to  this  country  with  intent  to 
become  an  inhabitant,  ami  depart  this  life,  either  by  violence  or  in  the 
natural  way,  before  In*  shall  have  performed  the  requisites  necessary  to 
obtain  lands,  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased  person  shall  be  en- 
titled, in  his  or  lier  romn,  to  such  quantity  of  land  as  such  person  would 
have  been  entitled  to  in  case  he  or  .she  had  have  lived  to  obtain  a grant 
in  their  own  name  ; and  if  such  death  be  occasioned  by  the  Indians,  the 
said  Henderson  doth  promise  and  agree  that  the  child  or  children  shall 
have  as  much  as  amounts  to  their  head-rights  gratis, surveyor’s  and  other 
incidental  fees  excepted. 

^‘And  whereas,  from  our  remote  situation  and  want  of  proper  offices  for 
the  administration  of  justice,  no  regular  proceedings  at  law  can  he  had, 
for  the  punishment  of  ofFeiiccs  and  nttainment  of  right,  it  is  therefore 
agreed,  that  until  wo  can  bo  relieved  by  government  from  the  many  evils 
and  inconveniences  arising  iliendVoni,  the  judges  or  triers  to  be  appointed 
Its  before  directed,  wlion  <jualified,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  a 
proper  court  or  jurisdiction  for  tlio  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages  ; or 
where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  has  arisen,  or  hereafter  shall  com- 
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mence,  for  any  thing  done  or  to  be  done,  among  ourselves,  within  this  our 
settlement  on  Cumberland  aforesaid,  or  in  our  passage  hither,  where  the 
laws  of  our  country  could  not  be  executed,  or  damages  repaired  in  any 
other  way;  that  is  to  say,  in  ail  cases  where  the  debt  or  damages  or  de- 
mand does  or  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  any  three  of  the 
said  Judges  or  Triers  shall  be  competent  to  make  a Court,  and  finally  decide 
the  matter  in  controversy;  but  if  for  a larger  sum,  and  either  party  shall 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  judgment  or  decision  of  such  Court,  they  may 
have  an  appeal  to  the  whole  twelve  Judges  or  Triers,  in  which  case  nine 
members  shall  be  deemed  a full  Court,  whose  decision,  if  seven  agree  in 
one  opinion,  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  be  final,  and  their  judgment 
carried  into  execution  in  such  manner,  and  by  such  person  or  persons,  as 
they  may  appoint ; and  the  said  Courts,  respectively,  shall  have  full 
power  to  tax  such  costs  as  they  may  think  just  and  reasonable,  to  be 
levied  and  collected  with  the  debt  or  damages  so  to  be  awarded. 

‘C\nd  it  is  further  agreed,  that  a majority  of  the  said  Judges,  Triers,  or 
General  Arbitrators,  shall  have  power  to  punish  in  their  discretion,  having 
respect  to  the  laws  of  our  country,  all  ofi:'ences  against  the  peace,  misde- 
meanors, and  those  criminal,  or  of  a capital  nature,  provided  such  Coiart 
does  not  proceed  with  execution  so  far  as  to  afiect  life  or  member;  and  in 
case  any  should  be  brought  before  them  whose  crime  is  or  shall  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  State,  or  for  which  the  benefit  of  clergy  is  taken  away  by 
law,  and  sufficient  evidence  or  proof  of  the  fact  or  facts  can  probably  be 
made,  such  Court,  or  a majority  of  the  members,  shall  and  may  order 
and  direct  him,  her,  or  them  to  be  safely  bound  and  sent  under  a strong 
guard  to  the  place  where  the  offence  was  or  shall  be  committed,  or  where 
legal  trial  of  such  offence  can  be  had,  which  shall  accordingly  be  done, 
and  the  reasonable  expense  attending  the  discharge  of  this  duty  ascer- 
tained by  the  Court,  and  paid  by  the  inhabitants  in  such  proportion  as 
shall  be  hereafter  agreed  on  for  that  purpose. 

“That  as  this  settlement  is  in  its  infancy,  unknown  to  government, 
and  not  included  wdthin  any  county  within  Xorth  Carolina,  the  State  to 
which  it  belongs,  so  as  to  derive  the  advantages  of  those  wholesome  and 
salutary  laws  for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  its  citizens,  we  f.ad  our- 
selves constrained  from  necessity  to  adopt  this  temporary  method  of 
restraining  the  licentious,  and  supplying,  by  unanimous  consent,  the 
blessings  flowing  from  a just  and  et^uitable  government,  declaring  and 
promising  that  no  action  or  complaint  shall  be  hereafter  instituted  or 
lodged  in  any  Court  of  Kecord  within  this  State,  or  elsewhere,  for  any 
thing  done  or  to  be  done  in  conso(|ucnce  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
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Judges  or  G-eneral  Arbitrators  so  to  be  cbosen  and  established  by  this  oar 
association. 

That  the  well-being  of  this  country  entirely  depends,  under  Divine 
Providence,  on  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  concurrence  in  measures,  and 
as  clashing  interests  and  opinions,  without  being  under  some  restraint,  will 
most  certainly  produce  confusion,  discord,  and  almost  certain  ruin,  so  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  associate,  and  hereby  form  ourselves  into  one  society 
for  the  benefit  of  present  and  future  settlers,  and  until  the  full  and  proper 
exercise  of  the  laws  of  our  country  can  be  in  use,  and  the  powers  of 
government  exerted  among  us  : we  do  most  solemnly  and  sacredly  declare 
and  promise  each  other,  that  we  will  faithfully  and  punctually  adhere  to, 
perform,  and  abide  by  this  our  Association,  and  at  all  times,  if  need  be, 
compel,  by  our  united  force,  a due  obedience  to  these  our  rules  and  regu- 
lations. In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names 
in  token  of  our  entire  approbation  of  the  measures  adopted. 

The  following  or  additional  resolutions,  and  further  a.ssociation.  were 
also  entered  into  at  Xashborough,  this  13th  day  of  3Iay,  17S0,  to  wit : 

That  all  young  men  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  able  to  perform 
militia  duty,  shall  be  considered  as  having  a full  right  to  enter  for  and 
obtain  lands  in  their  own  names,  as  if  they  were  of  full  age;  and  in  that 
case  not  be  reckoned  in  the  family  of  his  father^  mother,  or  master,  so  as 
to  avail  them  of  any  land  on  their  account. 

That  where  any  person  shall  mark  or  improve  land  or  lands,  with 
intent  to  set  up  a claim  thereto,  such  person  shall  write  or  mark  in 
legible  characters  the  initial  letters  of  his  name  at  least,  together  with 
the  day  of  the  month  and  year  on  -which  he  marked  or  improved  the  same, 
at  the  spring  or  most  notorious  part  of  the  land,  on  some  convenien!: 
tree  or  other  durable  substance,  in  order  to  notify  his  intentions  to  all 
such  as  may  inquire  or  examine,  and  in  case  of  dispute  with  respect  to 
priority  of  rigid,  proof  of  such  transaction  shall  be  made  by  the  oath  of 
some  indifferent  witness,  or  no  advantage  or  benefit  shall  be  derived  from 
such  mark  or  improvement;  and  in  all  cases  -where  priority  of  mark  or 
occupancy  cannot  be  ascertained  according  to  the  regulations  and  pre- 
scriptions herein  prop(j.«ed  and  agreed  to,  the  oldest  or  first  entry  in  the 
office  to  be  opened  in  comsequence  of  this  Association  shall  have  the 
preference,  and  the  lands  granted  accordingly. 

‘^It  is  further  proposed  and  agreed  that  the  Entry  Office  shall  be 
opened  at  Nashborough,  on  Friday,  the  19th  of  May,  instant,  and  kept 
from  thenceforward  at  the  same  place,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  any 
future  Convention  of  the  people  in  general,  or  their  representatives. 
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^^That  the  Entry  Taker  shall  and  may  demand  and  receive  twelve 
dollars  for  each  entry  to  be  made  in  his  book,  in  manner  before  directed, 
and  shall  give  a certificate  thereof,  if  required ; and  also  may  take  the 
same  foes  for  every  caveat  or  counter-claim  to  any  lauds  before  entered  ; 
and  in  all  cases  where  a caveat  is  to  be  tried  in  manner  before  directed, 
the  Entry  Book  shall  be  laid  before  the  said  Committee  of  Judges,.  Triers, 
or  General  Arbitrators,  for  their  inspection  and  information,  and  their 
judgment  upon  the  matter  in  dispute  fairly  entered  as  before  directed: 
which  said  Court  or  Committee  is  also  to  keep  a fair  and  distinct  journal 
or  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings,  as  well  with  respect  to  lands  as  other 
matters  which  may  come  before  them  in  consequence  of  these  our  reso- 
lutions. 

“It  is  also  firmly  agreed  and  resolved  that  no  person  shall  be  admitted 
to  make  an  entry  for  any  lands  with  the  said  Entry  Taker,  or  permitted  to 
hold  the  same,  unless  such  person  shall  subscribe  his  name  and  conform 
to  this  our  Association,  Confederacy,  and  General  Government,  unless  ii 
be  for  persons  who  have  returned  liome,  and  are  permitted  to  have  lands 
reserved  for  their  use  until  the  first  day  of  iMay  next,  in  which  case 
entries  may  be  made  for  such  absent  persons,  according  to  the  true  mean- 
ing of  this  writing,  without  their  personal  presence,  but  shall  become 
utterly  void,  if  the  particular  person  or  persons  for  whom  such  entry  shall 
be  made  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  same  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  after  their  return,  and  before  the  said  first  day  of  3Iay 
in  the  year  1781. 

“ Whereas  the  frec|uent  and  dangerous  incursions  of  the  Indians,  and 
almost  daily  massacre  of  some  of  our  inhabitants,  renders  it  absolutely 
necessary,  for  our  safety  and  defence,  that  due  obedience  be  paid  to  our 
respective  officers  elected  and  to  be  elected  at  the  several  stations  or 
settlements,  to  take  command  of  the  men  or  militia  at  such  fort  or  sta- 
tion ; 

“It  is  further  agreed  and  resolved  that  when  it  shall  be  adjudged 
necessary  and  expedient  by  such  commanding  officer  to  draw  out  the 
militia  of  any  fort  or  station  to  pursue  or  repulse  the  enemy,  the  said 
officer  shall  have  power  to  call  out  such  and  so  many  of  his  men  as  he 
may  judge  necessary,  and  in  case  of  disobedience  may  indict  such  tine  as 
he  in  his  discretion  shall  tliink  just  and  reasonable;  and  also  may  impress 
the  horse  or  horses  of  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  which,  if  lost 
or  damaged  in  such  service,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  such 
fort  or  station  in  such  manner  and  such  proportion  as  the  Committee 
hereby  appointed,  or  a majority  of  the:h,  shall  direct  and  order ; but  if 
any  person  shall  be  aggrieved,  or  think  himself  unjustly  vexed  and  injured 
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by  tlie  fine  or  fines  so  imposed  by  Lis  officer  or  officers,  sucL  person  may 
appeal  to  the  said  Judges  or  Committee  of  General  Arbitrators,  who,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  examine  the  matter  fully,  and 
make  sucb  order  therein  as  they  may  think  just  and  reasonable,  which 
decision  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  party  complaining,  as  well  as  the 
officer  or  officers  inflicting  such  fine;  and  the  money  arising  from  such 
fines  shall  be  carefully  applied  for  the  benefit  of  such  fort  or  station,  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  Arbitrators  shall  hereafter  direct. 

It  is  lastly  agreed  and  firmly  resolved  that  a dutiful  and  humble 
address  or  petition  be  presented,  by  some  person  or  persons  to  be  chosen 
by  the  inhabitants,  to  the  General  Assembly,  giving  the  fullest  assurance 
of  the  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  interest  of  our  country,  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  and  Constitution  thereof.  Setting  forth  that  we  are 
confident  our  settlement  is  not  within  the  boundaries  of  any  nation  or  tribe 
of  Indians,  as  some  of  us  know  and  all  believe  that  they  have  fairly  sold 
and  received  satisfaction  for  the  land  or  territories  whereon  w"e  reside,  and 
therefore  we  hope  we  may  not  be  considered  as  acting  against  the  laws  of 
our  country  or  the  maiKlates  of  government. 

That  wc  do  not  desire  to  be  exempt  from  the  rateable  share  of  the 
public  expense  of  the  present  war,  or  other  contingent  charges  of  govern- 
ment. That  we  are,  from  our  remote  situation,  utterly  destitute  of  the 
benefit  of  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the 
Indians,  without  any  justifiable  or  effectual  means  of  embodying  our 
militia,  or  defending  ourselves  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  our  enemy; 
praying  and  imploring  the  immediate  aid  and  protection  of  government, 
by  erecting  a county  to  include  our  settlements,  appointing  proper  officers 
for  the  discliarge  of  public  duty,  taking  into  consideration  our  distressed 
situation  witli  respect  to  the  Indians,  and  granting  such  relief  and  assist- 
ance as  in  wisdom,  justice,  atid  humanity  may  be  thought  reasonable. 

“Nashborough,  13th  May,  1780.” 


Richard  Ilenderson, 
Nathaniel  Hurt, 

IVm.  H.  Moore, 
Samuel  Pliariss, 

John  Donelson,  C., 
Gasper  Maiiskcr, 

John  Caffery, 

John  Rlakcmore,  Sr., 
John  Rliikomore,  Jr., 
James  Shaw, 


Samuel  Dcson, 
Samuel  Marten, 
James  Ru  chan  an, 
Solomon  Turpin, 
Isaac  Re  lit  fro, 
Robert  Cartwright, 
Hugh  Iv'gaii, 
Joseph  M'Wton, 
Willi. Mil  Woods, 
David  Mitchell, 


David  Shelton, 

Spill  Coleman, 
Samuel  McOIurray, 
P.  Henderson, 
Edward  Bradley, 
Edward  Bradley,  Jr., 
Janies  Bradley, 
Michael  Stoner, 
Joseph  Mosely, 
Henry  Guthrie, 
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Francis  Armstroog, 
Kobert  Lucas, 

James  Robertson, 
George  Frc-land, 
James  Frcland, 

Johji  Tucker, 

Peter  Catron, 

Philip  Catron, 
Francis  Catron, 

John  Dunham, 

Isaac  Johnson, 

Adam  Kelar, 

Thomas  Burgess, 
William  Burgess, 
William  Green, 
Moses  Webb, 
Absalom  Thomson, 
John  jMcYay, 

James  Thomson, 
Charles  Thomson, 
Robert  Thomson, 
Martin  Hardin, 
Elijah  Thomson, 
Andrew  Thomson,  , 
William  Seaton, 
Edward  Thomelu, 
Isaac  Drake, 
Jonathan  Jenings, 
Zachariah  Green, 
Andrew  Lucas, 

hi3 

James  X Patrick, 

mark 

Richard  Gross, 

John  Drake, 

Daniel  Turner, 
Timothy  Feret, 

Isaac  Lefever, 
Thomas  Fletcher, 
Samuel  Barton, 
James  ]lay, 

Thomas  Denton, 


Thomas  Hendricks, 
John  Holladay, 
Frederick  Stump,  (in 
Dutch.) 

William  Hood, 

John  Boyd, 

Jacob  Stump, 

Henry  Hardin, 
Richard  Stanton, 
Sampson  Sawyers, 
John  Hobson, 

Ralph  Wilson, 

James  Givens, 

James  Harrod, 

James  Buchanan,  Sr., 
William  Geioch, 
Samuel  Shelton, 

John  Gibson, 

Robert  Espey, 

George  Espey, 
William  Gowen, 

John  Wilfort, 

James  Espey, 

Michael  Kimberlin, 
John  Cowan, 

Francis  Hodge, 
William  Fleming, 
James  Deeper, 

George  Deeper, 

Daniel  Mungle, 
Patrick  McCutchen, 
Samuel  McCutchen, 
William  Price, 

Henry  Kerbey, 
Joseph  Jackson, 
Daniel  Piagsdil, 
Michael  Shaver, 
Samuel  Willson, 

John  Reid, 

Joseph  Dougherty, 
Charles  Cameron, 


W.  Russell,  Jr., 
Hugh  Simpson, 
Samuel  IMoore, 
Joseph  Denton, 
Arthur  McAdoo, 
James  McAdoo,  ' 
Nathaniel  IleDderson, 
John  Evans, 

Wm.  Bailey  Smith, 
Peter  Luney, 

John  Luney, 

James  Cain, 

Daniel  Johnson, 
Daniel  Jarrot, 

Jesse  3Iaxey, 

Noah  Hawthorn, 
Charles  McCartney, 
John  Anderson, 
Matthew  Anderson, 
Wm.  MeWhirter, 
Barnet  Hainey, 
Richard  Sims, 

Titus  3Iurray, 

James  Hamilton, 
Henry  Dougherty, 
Zach.  White, 

Burgess  White, 
William  Calley, 

James  Ray, 

William  Ray, 

Perley  Grimes, 
Samuel  White, 

Daniel  Hogan, 
Thomas  Hines, 
Robert  Goodloe, 
Thomas  W.  Alston, 
William  Barret, 
Thomas  Shannon, 
James  Moore, 

Richard  ^foore, 
Samuel  Moore, 
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Elijah  Moore, 

John  ^loore, 
Andrew  Ewin, 
Ebenezer  Titus, 
3Iark  Piohertson, 
John  Montgomoiy, 
Charles  Campbell, 
William  Overall, 
John  Turner, 
Nathaniel  Overall, 
Patrick  Quigley, 
Josias  Gamble, 
Samuel  Newell, 
Joseph  Kead, 

David  3Iaxwell, 
Thomas  Jefriss, 
Joseph  Dunnagin, 
John  Phelps, 
Andrew  Bushoney, 
Daniel  Fiagsdell, 
John  AlcMurty, 
D’d.  Williams, 
John  McAdames, 
Samson  Williams, 
Thomas  Thompson, 
Martin  King, 
William  Logan, 
John  Alstead, 
Nicholas  Counrod, 
Evin  Evins,  ^ 
Jonathan  Evins,  ^ 
John  Thomas, 
Joshua  Thomas, 
David  Piounsavall, 


Isaac  Bounsavall, 
James  Crocket, 
Andrew  Crocket, 
Bussell  Gower, 

John  Shannon, 

David  Shannon, 
Jonathan  Drake, 
Benjamin  Drake, 

John  Drake, 

Mereday  Rains, 
Richard  Dodge, 

James  Green, 

James  Cooke, 

Daniel  Johnston, 
George  Milner, 

George  Green, 
William  More, 

Jacob  Cimberliii, 
Robert  Dockerty, 
John  Crow, 

William  Summers, 
Lesois  Prize  (?)  Csorne 
name  in  Dutch  hie- 
roglyphics.) 

Amb’s.  ^^lauldin, 
Morton  Mauldin, 

John  Dunham, 
Archelaus  Allaway, 
Samuel  Ilaycs, 

Isaac  Johnson,  ' 
Thoma.s  Eduieston, 
Ezekiel  Norris, 
William  Purnell, 
William  3lcMurray, 


John  Cordry, 
Nicholas  Tramal, 
ITaydon  'Wells, 
Daniel  Ratletf, 
John  Callaway, 
John  Pleake, 

Willis  Pope, 

Silas  Harlan, 

■ Hugh  Beeper, 

H armon  Consellea, 
Humphrey  Hogan, 
James  Foster, 
William  Morris, 
Nathaniel  Bidlack, 
A.  Tatom, 

William  Hinson, 
Edmund  Newton, 
Jonathan  Green, 
John  Phillips, 
George  Flynn, 
Daniel  Jarrott, 
John  Owens, 

James  Freland, 
Thomas  Molloy, 

Isaac  Lindsay, 

Isaac  Bledsoe, 
Jacob  Castleman, 
George  Power, 
James  Lynn, 
Thomas  Cox, 
Edward  Lucas, 
Philip  Alston, 
James  Russell, 


REMARKS. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  ‘CVrticles  of  Agreement,"  Col.  Henderson 
proceeded  to  make  sales  of  land  under  the  Watauga  purchase  of  1775. 
He  allowed  each  settler,  to  buv  <»nc  thousand  acres  at  tlie  price  of  f>'n 
dollars,  and  i.ssued  to  the  purchaser  a certificate  of  such  purchase,  with 
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a clause  providing  for  further  proceedings  to  confirm  the  title  when  a 
land-ofiice  should  be  more  regularly  established. 

Col.  Henderson  had  two  brothers  with  him,  whose  names  may  be  seen 
among  the  foregoing  signatures,  Nathaniel  and  Pleasant  Henderson. 
They  commenced  a station  at  an  early  day  upon  Stone’s  lliver,  not  far 
from  the  place  where  Col.  Donelson  began  his  first  settlement.  They  had 
done  little  more  than  erect  what  were  called  ^Cialf-faced  camps,”  cut  and 
burned  off  some  cane,  before  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  caused  the 
abandonment  of  each  of  these  enterprises. 

The  Hendersons  were  natives  of  Hanover  count}',  Virginia,  but 
removed  to  Orange,  North  Carolina,  after  the  treaty  purchase  in  1775. 
Pleasant  and  Nathaniel,  in  1776,  made  a visit  tu  Boouesboroiigh,  and  in 
their  return  endured  extreme  sufferings  and  many  perils  passing  through 
the  wilderness.  The  reports  made  by  these  intelligent  and  reliable  men, 
as  to  the  richness  of  the  country  over  wliich  they  had  travelled,  and  of 
the  ‘^countless,  incredible  numbers  of  buffalo,  deer,  and  bear,  and  wild 
Indians  enough  to  give  a little  variety  and  attractiveness  to  the  hunter’s 
life,”  confirmed  the  marvelous  stories  of  “the  Long  Hunters,”  and  of 
others,  insomuch  that  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  love  of  pioneer  life 
was  awaked  afresh  among  those  who  were  then  already  far  beyond  the 
organized  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  atid  the  quiet  of  settled,  civilized 
society.  Hen  who  had  already  incurred  a thousand  dangers,  and  were 
enduring  a thousand  hardships  in  the  far-off  mountain  fastne.sses,  began 
to  consider  it  for  their  happiness,  the  good  of  themselves  and  their 
posterity,  to  seek  new  lodgments,  where  only  wild  woods,  wild  Indians, 
and  wild  beasts  were  to  be  seen. 

It  was  a strange  passion  w'hich  actuated  these  huntsmen  pioneers — a 
strange  Providence  which  ordered  and  ruled  the  hearts  and  lives  of  this 
class  of  men.  They  all  abhorred  tyranny,  they  had  ever  breathed  the 
free  air  of  heaven,  and  roamed  at  will  through  the  boundless  forests  and 
prairies,  which  seemed  prepared  expre.ssly  to  engage  their  attention  and 
await  their  subduing  toil.  It  was  their  duty  and  their  destiny. 
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CHAPTERVI. 

1780—1781. 

Among  these  earliest  pioneers  there  was  much  anxiety  to  explore  the 
country.  The  denseness  of  the  cane-brakes  rendered  this  a laborious 
work.  All  the  rich  lands  were  covered  with  cane  : through  these  there 
were  paths  made  by  the  buffalo  and  other  wild  animals.  The  largest 
of  these  roads  pavssed  from  one  sulphur  spring  to  another.  There  is 
common  salt  in  all  these  waters.  The  emigrants  or  stationers  soon  passed 
along  these  trails,  and  sought  out  places  whereon  to  begin  their  improve- 
ments. 

Allthough  the  vdnter  had  been  one  of  such  remarkable  severity,  and 
the  spring  rainy,  these  researches  had  been  prosecuted  with  great  earnest- 
ness and  cheerfulness.  Buffalo,  deer,  turkeys  and  other  game  had  been 
so  abundant,  (though  lean,)  that  none  then  apprehended  the  early  arrival 
of  a day  of  destitution  and  almost  starvation.  But  ere  the  close  of  this 
year  their  sufferings  commenced  ; they  had  no  corn,  no  bread;  jerked'^ 
or  dried  meat  was  the  sub.stitute.  And  the  procuring  of  meat,  ere  long, 
was  attended  with  much  exposure  and  peril. 

February.  The  Indians  made  their  appearance  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  stations;  and  although  they  did  not  immediately  manifest  a direct 
hostile  spirit  by  attacking  the  whites,  they  were  evidently  watching  them, 
and  intent  upon  giving  .so  much  annoyance  and  alarm  to  the  game  as  to 
disperse  the  buffalo  and  deer  from  their  old  haunts  near  the  French  Lick. 

The  Indian  policy  of  dispersing  tin*  wild  game,  whieh  seems  to  have 
commenced  in  the  spring,  was  prosecuted  earnestly  towards  the  fall  of 
this  year.  During  the  two  .succeeding  years  it  Wiis  practiced  with  such 
success,  that  the  stationers  were  under  noce.'i.'iity  of  adventuring  to  dis- 
tances and  places  afar  off,  and  thu.s  exposing  themselves  to  any  wily 
savage. 

We  m.ay  here,  in  general  ternn,  so  anticipate  the  event.s  of  the  throe 
first  years  of  the  stationers  on  the  Cumberland  as  to  say,  they  were  years 
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of  privation,  losses,  and  gloom.  Remote  and  separate  improvements  had 
to  be  abandoned.  The  people  were  driven  in,  and  under  necessity  of 
congregating  at  the  Bluff  or  French  Lick  Station,  and  at  Eaton’s.  Some 
continued  at  Freeland’s.  At  Mansker’s  they  lingered  to  the  close  of 
this  year.  (But  more  of  these  events  in  proper  order.) 

They  all  had  kindred  or  friends  at  other  advanced  stations;  -some  in 
Kentucky,  some  vrho  had  gone  to  ‘‘the  Illinois”  and  to  “the  Natchez.” 
At  those  places  it  \vas  imagined  that  there  was  greater  safety,  and  such 
strength  of  numbers  and  supplies,  that  fields  and  gardens  could  be  culti- 
vated without  the  laborers  being  shot  down  or  tomahawked  when  at 
their  work. 

Some  began  to  regret  that  they  had  not  gone  with  their  friends  who 
had  parted  their  company  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee ; others  wished 
the  boats  had  not  been  broken  up  to  make  but  indifferent  cabins  among 
the  cedars.  “ Shall  we  fiee  the  country  ?”  was  the  question.  “ Better,” 
said  some,  “ to  leave  while  we  may,  than  remain  and  die  of  hunger,  or  be 
massacred  by  the  savages.”  “No,”  said  a few  resolute  men,  “No!” 
And  there  were  some  brave-hearted  women  who  said  “No.”  “This  is 
the  place  for  which  we  set  out.  We  sought  this  for  our  home  in 
the  wilderness ; we  have  a right  to  settle  hero ; it  is  a goodly  land ; none 
of  us  are  sick ; we  can  live  on  fresh  and  dried  meat.  A good  Providence 
protected  us,  women,  and  children,  in  our  five  months’  voyage ; and  this 
through  perils  and  sufferings  and  hardships,  more  and  greater  than  we 
have  seen  here.  We  are  content  to  jhide  where  we  are.”  So  said  Mrs. 
Cartwright  and  Mrs.  Neelly,  “mothers  in  Israel.”  And  so  said  3Irs. 
Robertson,  Donelson,  Caffrey,  Purnell,  Jennings,  and  Blackcmore,  and 
the  wives  of  the  Bledsoes,  who  afterwards  came  by  the  long  land  route. 
Nearly  every  one  of  these  held  the  same  religious  sentiments,  and  often 
comforted  themselves  and  others  by  their  “trust  in  Providence.” 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  worthy  of  record,  that  all  of  these  women  were 
well  educated  in  the  doctrines  of  revealed  religion ; tiiey  brought  their 
Bibles  with  them,  they  offered  the  first  prayers  in  this  then  far-off  wil- 
derness, and  said  not,  “How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord’s  song  in  a strange 
land?”  for  here  they  did  often  sing  the  .songs  of  Zion  ; not  only  to  quiet 
and  lull  to  sleep  their  children,  but -to  cheer  their  own  hearts  and  nourish 
the  graces  there. 

If  “ Paul  and  Silas  could  pray  and  sing  praises  to  God  at  midnight 
and  in  prison,”  so  there  were  some  here  to  whose  faith  and  prayers  there 
were  grunted  “the  cloud  by  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night.”  They 
were  of  that  class  of  wives,  mothor.<,  ami  Christians,  who  soiiuht  for  the 
path  of  duty,  who  had  faith  in  God,  and  devoutly  asked  Him  for  direc- 
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tion  and  protection.'  Sucli  women  could  well  assist  to  hold  up  the  hands 
of  stoutest  and  bravest  men. 

These  men  and  women  were  inured  to  toil  and  exposure.  They  were 
willing  to  “endure  hardships  as  good  soldiers. Hitherto  a faint  heart 
had  been  unknov.  n among  them.  Desperate  must  have  been  their  con- 
dition, when  such  a people  were  almost  ready  to  confess  themselves  de- 
feated, and  so  soon. 

Perhaps  the  chief  cause  of  apprehension  was  their  very  limited  supply 
of  powder  and  lead.  Indeed,  it  is  truly  astonishing  how  they  ever 
obtained  such  a quantity  of  these  indispensable  equipments  for  support 
and  defence. 

When  they  emigrated,  they  brought  with  them  -a  good  supply.  At 
first,  and  for  months,  the}  had  little  apprehension  of  trouble  from  “savage 
men,^^  who  wore  seldom  seen  j but  being  constantly  tempted  to  shoot  the 
wild  game,  that  in  countless  droves  was  ever  in  sight,  they  wasted  their 
ammunition  heedlessly  and  needlessly.  The  stock  was  therefore  greatly 
reduced  by  the  end  of  the  first  year.  When  this  was  noticed,  the  ques- 
tion of  sending  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  settlements  in  Virginia  or 
Cai'olina  (proper,)  to  purchase  and  pack  powder  and  lead  to  these  settle- 
ments, was  beset  with  difficulties. 

“ Who  shall  go  for  us  This  was  the  important  yet  delicate  question. 
It  was  pondered  in  the  hearts  of  many  who  did  not  ask  it  audibly.  Who 
shall  leave  wife  and  children  here,  now  exposed  to  death  from  two  sources, 
famine  and  the  savages  ; leave  them  for  months,  perhaps  never  to  re- 
turn, or,  if  permitted  to  escape  all  the  perils  of  the  journey  and  again  to 
reach  the  Cumberland,  probably  to  find  all  dead — famished  by  hunger, 
killed  by  the  Indians,  or  devoured  by  the  wuld  beasts ! 

And  in  the  minds  of  any  wus  there  distrust,  jealousy,  or  cavilling,  for 
fear  that  in  the  absence  of  brave  and  generous  men  upon  such  a mission, 
those  who  remained  sliould  make  yet  more  favorable  selections  of  land  ? 
Far  from  it. 

Robertson,  with  one  of  his  sons  and  some  other  good  woodmen,  in 
company,  we  think,  with  one  of  the  l^ledsoes  and  persons  from  that  sta- 
tion, went  on  this  mi.^.<ion  late  in  the  fall.  Robertson  returned,  as  he 
had  at  first  determined,  aftiu  visiting  Ilarrod’s,  Boone’s  and  Briant’s 
Stations  in  Kentucky.  The  BK'dsoe  party  continued  to  Watauga,  and 
came  back  with  some  accession  of  numbers — wives  and  children. 

But  these  “ thoughts  ot  woe,”  and  the  shadows  of  coming  events,  have 
drawn  us  a little  in  advance  of  true  chronology;  we  will  therefore  gather 
up  .some  of  the  sad  uccurreiicos  to  the  clo.^e  of  the  year  17S0,  and  some- 
what in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  transpired. 


adS  {.da  «iB  oJ  Jfiiitii  oms^  .miiJas-iojq  bitx  noiit  ’* 


,ii  Joi*^  »(  ©MoJiiH  fco«3  8*  iiji.Ui.'M  «Mfco^  "■ 

»j  ■iis«fj  v/£r!'  *«»Ki  (Writ  s»i»***  «f»<>i!iD«  awd  irfs  - 

h oi  mi>v 


i .'tf.I<r«  boog  a;.offiit»  "sbw^*^  t»i£»  nsifff  ,. 

Se,T«»'^  W38'toaoW  'feiS*W->rf«  iifl'  fcoii  -■; 

ill  laOifettf 

l.,ii!l  Maow  T,9tJJ  ffi ' ww  »«»''  w«»}*  wjiiittm  ««  t3*««3  '■  . >« 

.IwoiteB  ww*'*  .»0Tf  odi  Tpi  Wwfaw:#^'  r : ;v';,;i 

t «w%iiv  or  Ma»(««0ila»  4h  »««**■?.  * -'iv: 

"Ms? 

woimui  mi  lixoil  itoH  0^  hm0^  ijlw  s^iiM  1^8 ■ 

Dt  ttk'  ilfll' 

w^aud  ik  %mm  ,Mt^4maQ 


m .mn>i^y^"‘lm  If***  4 


.7s-  mA  ^ ^ t^b-no^  m 

KXfitui  iJ'as4fi«wp»  m i»4iw^4o 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


lOT 


In  the  spring  of  this  year,  and  at  a time  when  the  stationers  were 
generally  felicitating  themselves  upon  the  quiet  they  enjoyed,  the  goodly 
land  to  which  they  had  been  conducted,  and  the  happy  homes  they  were 
soon  to  have ; when  the  magnificent  forest  charmed  their  eyes  with  its 
deep,  rich  verdure,  the  air  was  fragrant  with  the  sweet  perfume  of  the 
wild  grape  and  of  jasmine  flowers,  in  the  stillness  of  eventide,  a-gim  was 
heard,  whose  report  was  not  familiar,  yet  at  the  time  attracted  little 
remark  or  notice. 

Men  who  had  no  wives  or  families  here,  did  not  always  lodge  in  the 
same  station.  After  the  labor  or  hunt  of  the  day,  such  persons  would 
sometimes  stop  and  remain  all  night  at  a statiun  with  whose  population 
they  w'ere  not  regularly  numbered.  At  a social  visit,  or  to  partake  of  a 
good  supper,  they  might  tarry  all  night,  and  their  absence  from  their 
home  station”  caused  no  alarm.  Married  men,  or  men  with  children  re- 
quiring attention,  were  always  expected  to  be  at  home  at  night,”  to  provide 
for  and  protect  their  own.  And  yet  they  all  were  given  to  a generous 
hospitality  and  to  a reliable  friendship.  The  apostle’s  injunction  had  been 
read  within  the  hearing  of  every  one  many  a time  and  oft:  ^^Look  not 
every  man  on  his  own  things,  [exclusively,]  but  every  man  also  on  the 
things  of  others.” 

But  what  of  the  report  of  that  strange  gun  ? Who  has  killed  another 
buflalo  or  deer  or  bear  ? Who  tarries  till  night  to  secure  his  game  ? 
To  which  of  the  encampments  has  he  gone  ? Who  is  missing  ? Some 
of  these  questions  were  asked,  but  not  until  the  next  evening  was  the 
startling  fact  made  known,  that  “a  man  had  been  shot  and  scalped!” 
The  first  emigrant  had  been  killed;  the  savages  had  begun  here  the  work 
of  bloodshed.  They  had  all  looked  upon  the  dead ; few,  if  any,  had  gazed 
upon  the  victims  of  the  scalping-knife  and  tomahawk.  There  was  some 
curiosity  to  see  the  body  of  Joseph  Hay.  He  had  been  shot  through 
the  body,  hacked  with  the  “small  battle-axe”  of  the  Indian,  and  the 
scalp  cut  and  torn  from  the  upper  part  of  his  head.  Some  attempt  had 
been  made  to  sever  the  head  from  the  body.  His  clothes  were  not 
stripped  off,  but  were  saturated  with  blood.  His  gun,  shot-pouch,  horn, 
and  hunting-knife  were  gone.  He  wa.^  interred  in  the  open  ground  upon 
the  point  of  land  east  of  the  “French  Salt  Lick,”  now  usually  called  the 
Sulphur  Spring.'*' 

* Judge  Uaywood  says,  “ MilUkeo  was  kille<l  on  Richland  Creek,  five  miles  west 
of  Nashville,  and  was  the  first  white  mail  killed  by  the  Indians.”  Whether  John 
Milliken  or  Joseph  Ilay  was  the  fir.^t  cannot  now  be  investigated,  and  is  imma- 
terial. This,  however,  is  certain,  that  the  body  of  Joseph  Hay  was  the  first  which 
was  gazed  upon  by  the  people  at  the  stations  in  such  a mangle^l  condition,  and 
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The  news  of  this  event  was  promptly  coinmunicated  to  all  the  emi- 
grants, and  request  made  that  the  settlers  at  each  station  should  hasten 
the  erection  and  completion  of  suitable  defences;  that  oihcers,  civil  and 
military,  should  be  chosen;  that  spies  should  be  sent  out,  and  sentinels 
placed  to  give  alarm  of  danger. 

There  was  some  excitement  for  the  time.  It  served  a g'cod  purpose. 
Until  this  time  there  had  been  very  little  apprehension  of  danger.  iSome 
of  the  emigrants  continued  to  camp  beneath  trees  in  the  open  woc>ds, 
and  maintained  no  watch  by  day  or  by  night.  Now  the  cry  was,  not 

Every  man  to  his  tent/’  but,  Everyman  with  his  axe,  wedge,  and  hand- 
spike! It  was,  “Down  with  the  trees;  cleave  them  asunder;  haul  them 
together ; roll  up  the  logs ; build  up  the  strong-hold ; drive  down  the 
palisades;  keep  a sharp  look-out!”  This  warning  was  needed,  for  “the 
signs  of  Indians  about”  were  discovered  at  various  places  near  the 
stations.* * 

About  midsummer  two  men,  by  the  names  of  Goin  and  Kennedy, 
were  at  work  between  Eaton’s  and  Mansker’s  Stations ; they  were  killed 
and  sculped.  The  injunction  or  cautien  had  been  given  for  one  of  them 
to  watch  while  the  other  worked,  but  it  seemed  that  both  were  at  work, 
and  were  shot  down  as  they,  in  their  labor,  came  near  a brush-heap  ’‘and 
thicket.”  Near  this  same  time  I).  Larimer  was  killed  at  a short  distance 
from  Freeland’s  Station.  He  was  scalped  and  beheaded.  Close  upon 
this  followed  the  death  of  Isaac  Lefevre.  He  was  shot  down,  scalped,  and 
butchered  on  the  river  bluff  where  Line  street  terminates.  About  the 
same  time,  Solomon  Philips  was  shot  near  the  spot  where  is  now  the 
High  School  building,  corner  of  Spruce  and  Eroad.  He  escaped  to  the 
Bluff  Station,  but  lived  only  a few  days.  Solomon  iMiirray,  who  was 
with  Philips,  was  killed  on  the  spot,  and  scalped.  At  this  same  place 
Robert  xkspey  was  also  killed.  Benjamin  Renfroe,  John  Maxwell,  and 
John  Kennedy  were  fishing  near  the  mouth  of  the  French  Lick  branch. 

which  they  interre'l  in  tliat  ‘‘first  cemetery  of  the  first  settlers.”  We  believe  that 
Milliken’s  body  was  buried  whore  it  was  found,  on  Richland  Creek. 

* In  May,  1780,  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  had  passed  a resolution  to 
grant  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental  line  a bounty  or  compensation  for 
military  services,  payable  in  lands  in  the  Western  country — Tennessee  west  of  the 
mountains.  The  Spanish  agents  heard  of  this,  and  saw  at  once  that  the  Western 
population  would  thus  be  rapidly  increased,  and  by  a class  of  men  to  whom  ^ar 
would  have  no  terrors,  and  with  whont  there  could  be  no  trifling.  They  dreaded 
the'^e  neighbors.  They  invited  Chick, isaws  and  Choctaws  to  a conference  in  the 
Chickasaw  nation,  and  there  artfully  engaged  some  to  attack  the  early  settler^  on 
the  Cumberland,  and  this  at  a time  when  she  was  our  professed  ally  in  war  against 
England.  Tims  a secret  enemy  in  concert  witii  England. 


:U4  ■jrfs  Hscar  '" 

)M#I  l»ltf*«itt,a*4s«j«  ifei^  tt  iwh>*«  fthww  I*?* 

Wlnte  boA  M ^ ^ imaA),-ad  M£w4«t'fctalite'^^ 

■ » * , '--d>  . .w^alt  ^n  mwU  »vi8  ol 

fc>^«<'i,»4g  B Uvw  si  .aw^.,aj}ri<a:9wi!<iis^ 
mk  '*“*^  WJi  i'KUSl  »m<J  wiJl  Ittay  " 

iKWW  ,km  9*  »««  dtooorf  ^1«»  ui  >>9«t.i»iw»  «9flf>8!w» 

sa  ;kw  t»»  '« 

;o*4  tm  «<■«*  «a»  -0*^'^  «»«« 

1341  Irfj  lrf>u««®  ”»*  ^,1** 

iljx.tca 

.if  B,S4- l9j8^fe 

^h»iw93f  M ai«0  %-  »9fl®««' 

'iM  »i9W  ty  j t*9«a,9*8 

BiJarito  wi.  ,:f 

• . _ - “'•  » ,.-i.- fi:..  Jf.i  .viB.  *At4«i  ,«^>*-*rf  6*rtiS''riifil 


.»•  q*9d-*jna»  i«9«  mKb9A«*1  aiia.'  j*d»  ww  ^;" 

.^1  to*.  >* 


M ,i..qii^  Jo^  w»  »f 3^^^ 

»>7)i(  9^  qo  £i»t^9to4 

tij  -TOtt  n swJw  l<wiS"*«f» 

4,  u»  fe»i99»  »H  ^^owa 

Ja  .«%  a«wl€ 

9.jq  Ml  T 

k9*»9<i  xtsU  i/3^B  |w»fea  »«*w  tfeaB»2  ndfll 


"'■ll 


<1'^ 


.'t,« 


7<'^j«  - . 


0T 

»?:4^  ^ 

■ ■ I *.»,•!•.  .<B  t,'^,  TU%.  V,WiM5S^A:.  *08^X  ..  . jha« 


•-i»va. ... 

. ..  _ . . , _ . * . H / ■ ' .vrit  ' . ' .‘MIB"  ^ J*  W#M. 


■J; 


D/# 


r4.A■  ,^  av» 


HISTORY  OF  ^MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


109 


Indians  crept  stealthily  upon  them,  tomahawked  and  scalped  Eenfroe, 
who  fought  desperately,  and  made  prisoners  of  the  two  others. 

As  Col.  Donclson  and  his  voyagers  ascended  the  Cumberland,  some  of 
the  emigrants  were  attracted  by  the  appearance  of  good  lands  and  eligi- 
ble sites  for  settlements  at  and  near  the  mouth  of  lied  Eiver.  A few  of 
them  determined  to  make  their  ‘Cocations’’  there.  The.  Kenfroe  and 
Turpin  families  (connected  by  marriage)  were  of  this  number.  And  that 
brave  scout,  wakeful  soldier,  and  early  companion  of  llobertson,  Valen- 
tine Sevier,  with  a few  of  his  family  connections,  soon  united  with  others 
to  settle  at  the  Point,  and  where  is  now  the  flourishing  town  of  Clarks- 
ville. In  June  or  July,  Nathan  Turpin  and  one  other  person  were 
killed  and  scalped  there. 

These  murders  becoming  now  so  frequent,  and  this  settlement  being 
so  distant  from  llobertson’s,  preeland’s,  Eaton’s,  and  others,  and  there 
being  Indeed  so  few  men  at  these  Red  River  locations,  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  remove.  The  Turpins  were  intimate  friends  or  relatives  of  the 
Freelands,  and  they  sought  to  reach  Freeland’s  Station,  while  some  othei-s 
determined  to  stop  at  Eaton’s,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river.  All,  hovrever, 
hastily  determined  to  leave.  After  concealing,  as  best  they  could,  some  of 
their  goods,  they  started  together.  Having  travelled  as  far  as  they  could 
through  the  cane,  brush,  and  dense  forest,  and  over  a very  uneven 
country,  tt  dusk  they  encamped.  Here,  after  a short  consultation,  a few 
of  the  men,  and  several  of  the  v/omen,  reproached  themselves  for  their 
hasty  flight,  and  for  having  left  so  much  of  their  movable  properfc}".  They 
determined  to  return  for  it.  That  night  they  cautiously  approached 
their  deserted  cabins,  and,  by  break  of  da}*,  had  gathered  w'hat  they  pre- 
ferred this  time  not  to  leave  behind  them.  They  resumed  their  march 
for  the  upper  settlements,  and  at  night  encamped  about  two  miles  north 
of  Sycamore  Creek,  upon  the  edge  of  a small  stream.  In  the  night  they 
were  attacked  by  the  Indians.  The  firing  was  sudden  and  destructive. 
About  twenty  persons  were  killed  at  this  encampment.  Of  the  number 
were  Joseph  Renfroe,  Mr.  Johns,  and  his  numerous  family.  It  is  believed 
that  several  persons  who  were  with  those  who  had  encamped  on  the  way 
the  night  previous,  had  awaited  the  return  of  the  party  with  the  recovered 
goods  ; and  thus  were  their  children  and  youth  slaughtered  at  this  sudden 
and  furious  onset.  The  havoc  was  awful. 

A Mrs.  Jones  was  the  only  person  who  escaped  to  rehearse  the  sad  tale 
of  woe.  It  was  by  following  the  tracks  of  the  first  party  of  fugitives  that 
this  frightened  and  lone  woman  was  enabled  to  reach  Eaton’s.  Her 
clothes  were  nearly  torn  into  shreds,  as  she  ran  through  the  bushes  for 
twenty  miles. 
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Those  of  the  first  party  wlio  renewed  tlieir  flight  the  second  day 
reached  tlie  upper  station  in  safety. 

This  was  a horrible  aflair.  The  impression  prevailed  that  the  party  of 
Indians  must  be  large  and  well  armed;  yet  the  stationers  promptly  deter- 
mined to  visit  the  place  of  v^laughter;  to  recover  any  who  might  by  possi- 
bility survive,  and  to  bury  tlie  dead. 

“The  Indians  had  made  off  with  the  horses,  and  such  property  as  suited 
them;  chopped,  broke,  and  scattered  such  as  they  cared  not  to  take 
away.'^ 

The  small  stream  upon  the  bank  of  which  this  slaughter  took  place 
has  been  ever  since  known  as  “ Eattle  Creek.”  It  is  in  truth  a misno- 
mer, for,  as  far  as  wo  have  ever  read'  or  heard,  there  was  no  battle ; the 
shooting,  and  killing,  and  scalping  w^ere  all  done  by  the  savages,  and  this 
so  suddenly  and  hastily  that  little  or  no  resistance  was  made  by  the 
whites. 

As  was  ascertained  soon  after,  tliese  savages  were  Choctaws  and  Chick- 
asaw's, who  had  no  provocation  or  cause  of  quarrel  with  these  pioneer 
settlers.  The  Choctaws  never  pretended  to  have  any  claim  even  to 
hunt  upon  those  waters.  As  far  as  any  roaming  savages — whose  nearest 
wigwams  "were  two  hnndred  miles  distant — had  a right  to  these  lands, 
and  the  wild  beasts  thereon,  the  Chickasaws  could  make  out  the  best  pre- 
tence of  title,  next  to  the  Sewanecs  or  Shawnees,  whom  thei/ ancestors 
had  driven  from  this  country  a century  ago.  And  yet  this  conquering 
tribe  (the  Chickasav/s)  had  not  dared  to  build  towns,  plant  fields,  or  light 
their  council-fires  in  all  this  region.  AVhat  provocation  had  they  re- 
ceived ? What  could  induce  or  justify  this  attack  ? 

The  war  for  American  IndepoTidence  was  in  its  middle,  and  near  its 
most  critical  period.  British  emissaries  had  been  busily  at  work  with 
these  south-western  Indians,  as  they  had  with  the  northern  and  those 
between  the  Ohio  and  the  lakes.  That  noted  agent  and  plotter  of  con- 
spiracies, Doctor  Conolly,  had  been  at  work  fi)r  years  among  the  Shawnees 
east  of  the  Ohio,  and  had  now  extended  his  operations  to  these  otherwise 
peaceable  tribes  at  the  south. 

They  were  instructed  to  “drive  hack  these  Virginians,  or  make  wolf- 
bait  of  their  carcasses.”  In  compliance  with  such  injunction  and  agree- 
ment, and  to  secure  “such  bait,”  this  party  of  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
had  invaded  this  country,  prowled  around  the  settlements,  and  “shot  or 
chopped  down  whoinsoevt'r  they  could.”  Tney  were  verv'  successful  in 
this  summer’s  incursion,  and  themselves  escaped  with  wonderful  im- 
punity. 

There  was  no  “ good  feeling’^  between  these  two  Indian  nations  east 
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of  the  Mississippi  and  the  fugitive  Shawnees,  who  had  found  a miserable 
living  near  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi^  upon  the  low  lands 
west. 

The  thought  occurred  to  E-obertson  and  others  to  conciliate  these 
neighboring  savages,  to  withdravr^  them  from  British  alliance,  and  gain 
them  as  friends  to  tliese  American  settlements. 

It  was  also  known  to  Colonel  Henderson,  Bobertson,  and  others,'  that 
there  were  some  disputes  and  ill-feelings  between  the  Cherokees  (under 
cover  of  purchase  from  whom  these  pioneers  in  part  set  up  their  right  to 
settle  here)  and  the  Chickasaws.  Neither  of  these  tribes  dared  to  brave 
all  dangers  and  occupy  the  hunting-grounds  between  the  Tennessee  and 
the  Cumberland,  or  between  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio.  Colonel  I)onel- 
son  gave  some  information  as  to  this  enmity  between  these  nations  wdiich 
was  useful. 

Some  of  each  nation  were  willing  to  see  the  white  man’'  interposed. 
And  yet  both,  and  especially  the  Cherokees,  dreaded  such  an  advance  of 
^Hhe  Yirgiiiians,”  and  the  destruction  of  game  which  always  ensued. 
With  them  also  British  agents  had  been  tampering,  and  had  found  some 
of  that  nation,  as  they  found  many  of  the  Creeks  and  Scminolcs,  ready 
to  war  for  ‘Hhe  King.’” 

Among  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  only  a small  niimhor  ■^'cre  en- 
gaged to  make  war  upon  the  Americans } and  the  parties  who  had  com- 
menced depredations  at  the  mouth  of  Bed  Biver,  probably  enrolled  all 
wbo  could  be  eulisted  for  such  hellish  purposes  in  those  tribes. 

Bobertson  sought  to  communicate  to  them  the  peaceable  and  friendly 
disposition  of  the  settlers  upon  the  Cumberland;  but  in  the  initiation 
and  conducting  of  such  measures  a.s  might  he  productive  of  desired 
results  there  were  many  difficulties  apparent,  and  there  might  be  others 
yet  greater  w'hieh  could  not  be  even  imagined. 

Here  were  these  thirty  unprovoked  murders — brothers’  blood  crying 
from  the  ground  I”  Wliat  could  atone  for  these  ? Would  it.be  politic, 
even  if  it  were  possible,  to  enter  into  covenants  of  peace,  and  these 
deaths  unavenged?  Would  not  these  and  other  savages  reiraial  the 
whites  as  contemptible^  cowards,  and  fit  for  naught  else  than  ‘Avolt-bait  ?” 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  could  all  of  the  sottlei*s  be  restrained  from  re- 
taliation ? Bobertson  insisted  upon  ‘^seeking  peace  and  pursuing  it.*’  No 
one  objected  to  the  determination  to  kill  auy  and  every  Indian  against 
whom  there  was  good  rea.soti  tu  allege  complicity  in  these  outrages. 

Through  the  agency  «d'  old  Mou.'^ieur  Be  iMoribreun,  some  Cherokees 
of  friendly  anirreliable  character  had  commc!\ce<l  a small  traffic  with  the 
whites.  But  whcai  tliese  murders  were  committed,  the  trading  Indians 
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became  alarmed^  kept  at  a distance,  or  perhaps  returned  to  their  own 
nation.  Although  some  were  regarded  with  suspicion,  jet  there  was 
newer  any  positive  testimony  to  convict  such  traders  of  participating  in 
what  had  been  done.  It  was  well,  however,  that  they  “made  themselves 
scarce  and  invisible,^’  as  Ewin  said,  for  the  murders  were  continued  in 
various  parts  of  the  settlements.  Having  broken  up  those  which  had 
been  commenced  near  the  moiitli  of  lied  lliver,  the  Indians  seemed  de- 
termined to  wage  a wnir  of  total  destruction. 

They  next  appeared  near  Colonel  Donelson’s  first  encampment  on 
Stone’s  river,  where  they  caught  a negro  man  named  Jim,  who  was  a 
body-servant  and  cook  belonging  to  Col.  Henderson.  After  the  adoption 
of  the  Art-icles  of  Agreement  and  Compact  of  Government  on  first  of 
May,  Col.  Henderson  went  to  the  Kentucky  stations,  leaving  this  servant 
Jim  and  a young  man  W'ho  assisted  in  surveying,  in  charge  of  some  small 
amount  of  property,  to  await  his  return.  This  black  man  and  the  chain- 
carrier  made  a visit  to  Clover  Jlottom,  or  Honelson’s  first  station,  and  as 
they  were  descending  the  river  the  Indians  intercepted  and  killed  them. 
Col.  Henderson  had  an  improvement  near  Donelson’s,  a half  camp. 

And  w'hether  at  the  same  time,  and  as  of  the  same  party,  we  know 
not,  but  near  to  the  same  time  and  place  they  killed  and  wounded  several 
others.  James  Randolph  Robertson,  second  son  of  Colonel  James 
Robertson,  was  killed  by  tlie  same  Indians.  This  was  a young  man  of 
mucli  promise. 

Some  cavillers  asked,  “ hat  does  the  Colonel  now  think  of  pacific 
measures  ? What  will  he  say  now  about  abandoning  this  Aceldama,  this 
field  of  blood  “ Kill  them,  yes,  kill  them  !”  said  the  Colonel,  “^mak- 
ing a difference  spare  the  irimjcentl'^  “Yes,”  said  George  Ereelaiid, 
“ly’ there  are  innocent  onc.s  hunting  around  here,  notify  them  by  powder 
and  shot  that  they  are  too  far  from  home ; so  far  that  a good  rifle-shot 
will  help  them  to  a s.horf  cut.” 

Rains  and  others  were  for  giving  quick  and  hot  pursuit  in  every  in- 
stance. A more  vigorous  system  of  police  and  espionage  was  demanded 
and  adopted. 

The  enemy  became  very  bold.  A party  was^  repeatedly  known  to 
approach  the  two  statuncs  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  to  lie  in  wait 
betw^n  the  Rlufl*  and  J’rccland’s. 

At  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  Verandah  Hotel,  corner  of  Cedar  and 
Cherry  Streets,  which  was  theii  u low,  wot  spot,  covered  with  thick-set 
undergrowth,  Philip  Catron  wa.-^  badly  wounded  in  the  chest.  He  was 
on  horseback,  returning  frnm  Free  fluid’s  Station,  He  sustaine<l  himself 
upon  his  horse,  and  was  thus  carried  to  the  gate  of  the  Blufi'  Station, 
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(east  end  of  Spring  Street.)  He  continued  to  spit  blood  for  montbs;  but 
finally  recovered. 

John  Caffrey  and  Daniel  IVilliams  bad  fastened  tbeir  canoe  to  tbe 
shore,  and  vrere  a.scending  tbe  steep  bluff  near  tbe  station,  vrben  tboy  Trere 
fired  upon  and  both  wounded  in  tlie  legs.  Captain  Kaiiis  was  providen- 
tially near  witb  two  or  three  others ; they  rushed  to  tbe  rescue.  A 
sharp  contest  ensued  near  tbe  sulphur  spring.  Haines  saved  Wiliiams 
from  death  and  scalping. 

Old  Mr.-  Bernard  bad  commenced  “a  clearing’^  near  Denton’s  Lick, 
(now  known  as  ‘‘Buena  Vista  Springs, ’’)  and  was  busily  at  work  when 
tbe  Indians  killed  him,  cut  off'  and  carried  away  bis  bead.  Tbe  two 
young  Dunhams  were  working  near  by;  they  escaped  to  Freeland's 
Station;  but  another  young  man,  son  of  John  31illiken,.  was  shot  down, 
beheaded,  and  bis  bead  taken  away. 

Tbe  Indians  wdio  committed  outrages  on  tbe  west  side  of  tbe  river 
were  Creeks  and  Clierokees,  and  some  few  Delawares  or  Sbawnees.  The 
Creeks  manifested  a bloodthirsty  spirit.  The  bodies  of  tbe  unfortunate 
victims  who  fell  on  this  side  of  tbe  river  were  often  shamefully  muti- 
lated. Here  only  were  beads  cut  off.  Of  those  wdio  fell  beneath  tbe 
Indian  tomahawk  near  tbe  Bluff  Station  during  tbe  autumn  of  this  year, 
we  may  mention  Jonathan  Jennings,  wdio  had  commenced  an  improve- 
ment opposite  tbe  point  of  tbe  first  island  above  Nashville.  A rude 
dissection  was  made  of  bis  body,  proving  conclusively  that  bis  murderers 
were  not  skilled  in  anatomy  or  surgery.  Parts  of  bis  body,  or  that  of 
some  other  victim,  they  bung  upon  the  bushes. 

On  tbe  east  side  of  the  river  some  persons  were  killed  at  various 
places — James  Mayfield  and  a man  named  Porter,  near  Eaton’s  ; tbe 
latter  in  midday  and  in  view  of  persons  at  tbe  station.  They  made  safe 
their  retreat,  though  pursued  by  tbe  whites,  Indians!'’ 

Ned  Carvenwas  killed  at  bis  “clearing,”  four  miles  east  of  Nashville, 
(where  William  Williams,  Esq.,  now  lives,)  and  bis  wife,  witb  her  two 
small  children,  bid  themselves  in  the  thick  cane  until  tbe  next  day, 
when  they  safely  reached  Eaton’s.  John  Shockley  and  Jesse  Balestine 
were  killed  not  far  from  the  same  place. 

“In  this  summer  Pvobert  Gilkie  sickened  and  died;  be  was;  the  first 
man  of  the  settlers  that  died  a natural  death.  Philip  Coonrod  or  Conrad 
WQii  killed  by  a tree  falling  on  him,”  near  wliere  is  the  junction  of  Cherry 
and  De  Monbreun  Streets.  A servant  of  3Irs.  Gilkie’s  was  dangerously 
w'-ounded  by  a guti-shot,  wlieii  attending  to  the  cows,  near  the  west  side 
of  the  Public  Square.  “A  lot  of  children  ran  and  screamed,  and  the 
Indians  ran  and  screamed  the  other  way.” 
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The  Stumps  had  jcommenced  improvements  north  of  Eaton’s  Station, 
on  lYhite’s  Creek ^ eJacob  and  Frederick  were  there  at  work,  c-r ‘‘pros- 
pecting,” when  the  Indians  fired  upon  them,  killing  Jacob  and  giving 
chase  to  “old  man  Frederick.”  It  was  a close  race  for  three  miles  to 
Eaton’s,  up  hill  and  down  dale,  through  privet  and  through  cane,  and 
into  the  cedars  near  the  station,  where  it  was  stoop  here,  shy  there, 
fieeing  from  his  pursuers.  They  were  very  close  upon  him  several  times  ; 
so  near  as  to  strike  at  him  with  the  hatchet,  which  one  of  them  finally 
threw  with  such  violence  and  accuracy  that,  “passing  near  his  head  with 
a whiz,  it  fell  in  the  bushes  tv/en ty  feet  before  him.”  He  supposed  the 
Indian  stopped  to  hunt  for  it,  and  followed  no  farther.  He  used  to  say, 
“Py  sure,  I tid  run  dat  time  1”  He  not  only  “Stumped  it,  but  heeled  it,” 
as  Williams  said. 

1780.  The  same  party  of  Indians  proceeded  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  up  to  Bledsoe’s  Lick  and  Station,  and  killed  two  persons,  names  not- 
recorded;  and  at  a short  distance  from  the  station  they  surrounded 
William  Johnson,  killed  and  scalped  him.  They  shot  some  cattle;  and 
this  was  a serious  loss,  as  only  a few  were  yet  in  the  country.  They 
burned  some  buildings  and  fences.  ‘ 

That  giant  man  with  “ the  big  feet,”  Thomas  Sharp  Spencer,  was  re- 
turning from  a hunting-excursion,  with  several  horses  laden  w'ith  meat 
and  skins;  and  when  only  a few  miles  southeast  of  Bledsoe’s,  was  en- 
countered by  a party  of  Indians,  who  fired  at  him,  wounding  him  and 
capturing  his  horses,  but  not  him.  He  saw  “ they  wmre  too  many  for 
him,”  and  therefore  he  made  good  use  of  his  “seven-league  boots”  and 
“made  tracks;”  no  doubt  as  large  as  those  which  (according  to  Hay- 
wood) frightened  away  all  the  Frenchmen  except  old  Mr.  He  Monbreuh, 
years  before.  “Spencer  grieved  mightily  about  his  horses  and  the 
meat,”  and  men,  women  and  children  sympathized  in  these  losses.  It 
was  not  long,  hcovever,  before  he  went  forth  again,  and  then  returned 
“bringing  spools  with  him.”  He  was  remarkably  fond  of  hear-meot,  and 
could  find  and  kill  more  bears  and  fatter  ones  than  any  other  two  hunters. 
He  had  no  appetite  for  bread,  other  than  dried  meat.  If  he  had  meat 
in  his  stomach  and  meat  in  hi.s  sack  or  pouch,  he  was  a contented  man. 
“He  greased  his  meals  with  a pint  of  bear’s  oil,  and  felt  the  better  for 
it.”  Other  hunters  had  been  w'ith  Spencer  on  this  excursion,  but  he 
was  alone  with  the  pack-horsos  when  they  fired  on  him. 

Another  party  of  hunters,  about  this  time,  was  attacked  near  Asher’s 
Station,  on  Station  Camp  Creek,  and  with  the  same  result  as  with 
Spencer,  “the  los.«  of  Iiorse.^  and  pime.”  (The  particulars  not  known.) 
There  was  a cabin  in  a thicket  near  this  station,  in  which  a fiimilj 
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lodged;  tlie  Indians  fired  between  tbo  logs,  killing  one  person  and  wound- 
ing another.  They  then  proceeded  towards  Bledsoe’s  again,  and  were 
met  by  Alexander  Buchanan,  who,  with  a party  of  men,  was  searching 
for  these  murderers  and  horse-thieves.  Buchanan  was  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  following  mostly  the  biifhilo-path,  and  he  suddenly  met  the 
Indians.  He  shot  down  their  leader,  and  the  next  one  being  wounded, 
the  others  fled,  leaving  the  horses  and  packs  to  the  whites. 

Soon  after  this.  Colonel  Bobertson,  together  with  this  same  Buchanan 
and  eighteen  others,  pursued  a party  of  Indians  from  Freeland’s  Station, 
forty  or  fifty  miles,  to  Duck  Biver,  killed  and  wounded  several,  and  re- 
covered considerable  property.  These  Indians  had  killed  the  cows  of  the 
stationers.  The  destruction  of  a cow  was  a sad  grievance.  The  remark 
is  not  extravagant  nor  the  statement  incredible,  that  “the  killing  of  a 
milch  cow  was  next  to  that  of  husband  or  child — a wife  or  mother  could 
shed  tears  for  cither T 

The  Indians  would  not  shoot  a horse,  if  they  thought  there  was  any 
prospect  of  capturing  the  animal;  but  oxen,  cows  and  hogs  they  killed, 
because  they  could  not  drive  them  to  tlieir  own  country,  and  because  by 
so  doing  they  inflicted  injury  upon  the  whites.  In  many  instances  the 
cattle  would  be  found  with  deep  gashes  in  various  parts  of  their  bodies, 
made  by  the  tomahawk,  or  with  arrows  sticking  in  their  sides. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  the  Indians  came  very  near  to  the  fort  on  the 
bluflf,  and  fired  upon  several  persons  who  wmre  at  work  at  the  gate  and 
palisades.  They  fired  and  ran,  as  was  their  custom,  concealing  like  wolves 
and  foxes  in  the  cane  or  underbrush.  In  this  instance  31  r.  Taylor 
was  badly  wounded,  but  not  mortally.  Pursuit  was  made  to  a short  dis- 
tance, but  Colonel  Bobertson  and  some  others  dissuaded,  fearing  an 
ambush.  Indeed,  to  pursue  such  a creeping  foe  into  the  privet  and  cane 
was  almost  in  all  instances  attended  with  fatality  to  the  pursuers.  One 
of  the  spies,  however,  wounded  an  Indian  and  obtained  his  hatchet  and  gun. 

IN’ear  Eaton’s  Station  the  savages  again  and  again  appeared  and  com- 
mitted outrages.  Indeed,  the  havoc  which  they  had  already  committe'l, 
and  the  manifestation  of  hostility  and  danger,  was  such  that  the  stationers 
at  the  outposts  were  urged  to  come  in.  Even  that  experienced  and 
fearless  hunter  and  pioneer.  Gasper  3[anskcr,  acknowledged  that  it  would 
be  best  to  convene  at  fewer  places,  strengthen  them  as  strongholds,  clear 
away  all  the  trees  and  underbrush  from  around  the  stations  to  a distance  too 
great  for  the  ordinary  range  of  Indian  guns,  and  the  load  they  usually 
put  in.  This  was  good  advice,  but  he  and  .some  of  his  immediate  asso- 
ciates did  not  hasten  to  desert  “ 3Iansker’s  Station.”  They  lingered  there : 
some  tarried  too  long. 
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About  this  time  Captain  Leiper,  in  command  of  fifteen  men,  pursued 
Indians  to  Harpeth  River.  The  Indians  heard  the  whites  as  they  came 
“with  a rush  through  the  cane,’^  and  for  some  time  “attempted  to  escape 
with  the  horses  and  plunder/'  but  the  pursuit  was  becoming  too  dose  and 
earnest.  The  horses  were  burdened  with  the  various  articles  stolen  from 
the  whites,  insomuch  that  they  were  often  entangled  and  stopped  by  the 
bushes  and  cane.  The  savages  did  not  take  the  time  and  precaution  to 
cut  the  ropes  and  thongs  by  which  the  loads  were  fastened  upon  the 
animals.  At  the  first  fire  of  a gun  from  Leiper,  every  Indian  fied  to  the 
bush,  abandoning  all  the  horses  and  whatever  was  on  them. 

Leiper  was  certain  he  wounded  the  Indian  at  whom  he  fired;  “Ahe 
fellow  dropped  his  gun  and  ran.”  “ The  red-skin  imp,  I made  him  limp,” 
said  the  captain,  a few  nights  after,  when  rehearsing  the  incidents  of  the 
expedition  at  his  v'cddin<j. 

This  marriage  of  Captain  Leiper  formed  an  era  in  the  history  of  the 
stationers.  This  was  the  f.rst  v:cddiv.g  on  the  Cumberland.  As  a preli- 
minary measure,  and  next  to  th.e  birth  of  the  first  child  at  the  Blufi’,  it 
has  been  duly  recorded  by  the  first  historian,  (Haywood.)  Ripon  consul- 
tation with  his  Associate  Judges  of  the  “Notable  Tribunal,”  Colonel 
Robertson,  as  head  of  the  government,  deemed  himself  authorized  to 
celebrate  the  rites  of  marriage ; and  he  performed  his  part  of  the 
ceremony  with  suitable  dignity.  The  result  was  a happy  union,  and 
some  worthy  posterity.  This  was  the  first  marriage  west  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

“There  was  pretty  much  of  a flxast  at  this  wedding,”  and  a most  cheer- 
ful company.  They  had  no  wine  or  ardent  spirits,  they  had  no  wheat  or 
corn-bread,  no  cakes  or  confectionaries,  but  they  did  have  “any  cjuantity 
of  fresh  and  dried  meat,  buffalo  tongue,  bear  meat,  venison  saddle  and 
venison  ham,  broiled,  stewed,  and  fried,”  and  “jerked/’  and  as  a great 
delicacy  for  the  ladie.s,  some  “ roast ing-ears,”  or  ears  of  green  corn  roasted 
or  boiled,  or  made  into  succotash.  Before  and  after  supper  they  enjoyed 
the  dance,  not  “ upon  the  green,”  but  upon  the  puncheon  floor. 

After  this  initiative  ceremony.  Colonel  Robertson  and  other  “Judges 
or  Triers”  at  various  stations  deemed  it  suitable,  right  and  needful  to 
unite  other  parties  as  man  and  wife.  Several  of  these  marriages  are 
"mentioned  in  llaywoo*!.  They  have  all  been  regarded  as  legal  and  valid, 
as  much  so  a.s  those  performed  since  the  year  1783,  after  the  laws  of 
North  Carolina  were  extended  over  these  settlements. 

The  Choctaws  and  Chiekasaws,  wlio  were  among  the  earliest  to  attack 
the  stationers,  to  kill  the  whites  and  capture  their  horses,  did  not  long 
remain  near  the  settlements.  It  is  presumed  that  they  (as  tribes  or 
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nations)  had  not  entered  fully  into  the  measures  for  a Confederacy’^' 
proposed  between  the  northern  and  southern  Indians.  The  first  hunters 
and  explorers  of  this  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  wilderness  had  occasionally 
met  with  Chickasaws,  and  without  doing  each  other  personal  injury.  dTe 
messages  and  small  presents  sent  to  some  of  them,  at  an  early  day,  by  these 
stationers,  probably  gave  some  satisfaction. 

The  cause  of  offence  alleged  by  them,  and  because  of  which  they  justi- 
fied this  invasion  of  the  Cumberland  settlement,  was,  that  General  George 
Ilogers  Clarke  had  erected  “ Fort  Jefi'erson”  within  the  Chickasaw  country, 
about  eighteen  miles  below  the  month  of  the  Ohio.  This  was  a ‘-fillibuster- 
ing  expedition,”  with  which  the  pioneers  on  Cundaerlatid  had  nothing  to 
do — no  connection  whatever. 

Let  us  continue  our  narrative  of  Indian  fillibusteriog  expeditions” 
into  these  settlements.  A small  station  had  been  established  on  Station 
Camp  Creek,  and  was  called  Asher’s,”  and  was  entitled  to  a judge  among 
the  Notables.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  it  was  abandoned,  and  the 
people  took  refuge  at  3Iansker’s.  At  this  last-named  place  no  Indians  had 
a.s  yet  been  seen,  nor  their  trails  discovered  through  the  woods  near  by, 
therefore  the  hunters  ventured  to  greater  dista'ices,  and  an  undue  con- 
fidence of  exemption  from  danger  was  entertained.  This  was  no  place  of 
safety,  as  was  soon  to  be  ackuowdedged. 

An  attempt  to  make  salt  at  Mansker’s  Sulphur  Spring  had  terminated 
in  disappointment.  Other  water  was  sought  for,  and  it  wiis  determined  to 
make  the  experiment  at  Neelly’s  Lick  in  Neelly’s  Lend.  Here  William 
Needy,  the  early  hunter  and  companion  of  3Iansker  and  Ilohertson,  pre- 
pared to  make  salt.  In  this  he  was  assisted  by  several  of  the  stationers 
at  Mansker’s.  They  obtained  some  salt  after  tedious  boiling  of  the 
water. 

Air.  Needy  had  put  up  his  temporary  camp  at  a short  distance  from 
the  spring,  where  he  had  one  of  his  daughters  with  1dm  to  perform  the 
duties  of  cooking  fur  the  mcti  who  were  cutting  wood,  filling  the  kettle?, 
and  “tending  the  fires.”  Mr.  Needy  hunted  and  killed  deer  and  buffalo 
for  the  people  thus  at  work,  and  had  returned  to  the  camp  from  a .suc- 
cessful hunt,  bringing  with  him  a fat  buck.  Being  much  fatigued  when 
he  reached  the  camp,  ho  threw  down  the  deer  and  lay  him.-ielf  down  to 
rest,  while  his  daughter  undertook  the  preparation  of  venison  steak  trom. 
one  of  the  hams  whicdi  she  had  skinned.  The  dogs  had  gone  with  the 
laborers  at  the  Jiick,  Needy  had  fallen  asleep,  and  bis  daughter  wa.s  bimily 
engaged  in  preparation  of  the  supper  for  her  weary  father  and  the 
men,  whom  she  exj)ectcd  by  the  dusk  of  evening.  t:^he  was  pa.ssing  out 
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and  in  the  tent,  unconscious  of  danger^  ‘^singing  one  of  the  songs  of 
Zion/'  for  ^^her  parents  were  protcssors  of  religion,  and  trained  their 
children  in  religious  duties." 

Suddenly  guns  were  fired  near  by  the  camp ; her  father  raised  him- 
self half  up,  and  with  a groan  fell  back  dead;  Indians  sprang  upon  and 
tied  her,  seized  her  father’s  gun  and  powder-horn,  and  led  her  away  cap- 
tive. They  made  very  great  haste,  a stout  Indian  holding  her  on  either 
side,  compelling  her  to  run,  until,  when  she  was  so  exhausted  as  to  falter 
and  be  ready  to  sink,  one  or  both — not  rudely — supported  her.  And  so 
they  hastened  away  with  her  during  nearly  all  that  night.  She  was  con- 
ducted to  a Creek  encampment,  and  thence  to  the  distant  Creek  nation. 

When  the  men  came  from  tlie  Lick  to  the  camp,  they  found  Mr.  Meelly 
killed  and  scalped,  and  the  daughter  absent.  It  was  too  dark  to  discover 
the  number  of  the  Indians,  or  any  evidences  of  a struggle  by  the 
daughter  for  life  or  under  captivity.  They  came  to  a quick  conclusion 
not  to  tarry  at  the  camp,  lest  they  might  be  shot  down ; and  as  to  pur- 
suit, they  could  not  decide  which  way  to  go.  They  hastened  to  Mansker’s, 
at  which  they  arrived  before  daylight,  causing  much  alarm  and  distress 
by  the  sad  news  they  related. 

In  the  morning,  a few  men  sought  the  trail  of  the  Indians  who  had 
Miss  Meelly  in  captivity.  They  discovered  the  trail,  and  decided  that 
she  was  alive,  and  that  other  parties  of  Indians  were  in  the  same  woods. 

The  advice  of  iMansker,  concurred  in  by  iMiss  Neelly’s  friends,  was, 
^‘not  to  pursue,  lest  the  captors  should  take  her  life."  Her  life  was 
spared.  After  several  years’  captivity,  she  was  released — exchanged — 
married  reputably  in  Kentucky,  made  a good  and  exemplary  wife  and 
Christian  mother. 

This,  and  several  other  occurrences  of  alarming  character,  the  shooting 
of  all  the  cattle  and  hogs,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  iMansker  Station,  induced 
the  abandonment  of  the  place  wholly  after  the  Clover  Bottom  defeat. 

The  account  of  the  attack  upon  and  defeat  of  the  whites  near  ^‘Clover 
Bottom,"  as  given  hy  Jiidee  Haywood,  is,  in  several  particulars,  inaccu- 
rate, (as  we  are  assured  by  surviving  members  of  the  family,  and  upon  a 
careful  examination  of  rcconls  ami  pajiers.) 

It  was  not  Colonrl  hut  Copfain  John  Donelson  who  was  there  with 
his  servants  and  a few  friends,  from  Mansker’s  Station,  and  Captain 
Gower  and  son,  and  .Tohn  Kamloph  Rohertson,  (brother  of  Col.  Bobert- 
son,)  and  several  men  and  servants  Irom  the  Bluff  Station. 

Col.  Donelson  was  an  aged  man,  aiivl  remained  at  ^lansker’s.  As  the 
owner  of  the  fiedd  of  corn  at  Clever  ]h,)ttom,  he  had  proposed  to  the 
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IL.3  r^ufT  to  go  t^cro  mth  boats,  and  ^^gatlier  the  corn  on  tlie 
sliares/'  (that  meant  to  divide  it  e<.[ually,)  thus  giving  to  the  stationers  at 
the  Bluff  the  one  half  of  the  field. 

The  agreement  was  to  ‘“'go  at  the  same  time,  stick  by  each  other,  fill 
b(3th  boats  with  the  corn,  and  come  out  of  Stone’s  Iliver  in  company.’' 
Then  Captain  Gower  might  descend  the  Cumberland  to  the  Bluff,  and 
Captain  Bonelson  land  his  boat  on  the  east  side,  or  take  it  up  to  the 
mouth  of  hlansker’s  Creek,  and  pack  his  corn  to  Mansker’s  Station. 

Upon  the  “set  day”  the  parties  and  boats  entered  Stone’S’  Biver  and 
ascended  to  the  corn-field,  (in  the  bottom-land  where  tlie  Lebanon  pike 
passes  through  it,  and  the  bridge  is  across  the  river.)  A small  patch  of 
cotton  had  been  planted  on  the  east  side  of  Stone’s  Iliver,  a few  rods 
below  the  bridge.  It  was  while  Captain  Bonelson  and  party  were  gather- 
ing some  of  this  cotton,  in  the  morning,  that  Captain  Gower  and  party 
determined  to  start  down  the  river,  in  despite  of  the  remonstrances  of 
Bonelson,  saying,  “It  v/ill  take  us  ail  day  to  reach  the  Bluff;  vre  will  risk 
it,”  and  pushed  off  from  shore. 

As  Gower’s  boat  was  passing  the  narrow  channel  on  the  west  side  of 
the  small  island  at  Clover  Bottom,  not  more  than  six  hundred  yards  below 
the  place  where  he  had  loaded,  a large  body  of  Indians,  who  were  well 
hidden  in  the  bushes  on  the  vvest  bank  of  the  river,  fired  and  killed  all 
but  one  white  man  and  two  negroes.  The  3vhite  man  and  one  of  the 
negroes  jumped  out  of  the  boat  into  shallow  water  and  escaped  into  the 
cane,  and,  after  wandering  through  the  woods  until  midnight  the  next 
day,  they  reached  the  Bluff  Station,  and  forced  their  way  between  the 
pickets  and  to  the  door  of  the  block-house  before  they  were  discovered 
or  had  awakened  any  person  within. 

The  other  negro  or  mulatto  was  a free  man,  known  as  Jack  Civil. 
lie  surrendered  to  the  Indians,  went  with  them  to  the  Chickamauga 
towns,  near  Lookout  3Iountaiu,  and  then  with  the  pirates  and  outlaws 
who  settled  the  place  on  the  Tennessee  river,  wdiich  hath  acquired  noto- 
riety as  Kicka-Jack,  or  Ki(j<jt.i^-Jack,  unquestional)ly  so  named  after  this 
mulatto. 

Jack  visited  the  settlements  on  Cumberland  after  the  long  Indians  wars 
were  over.  He  admitted  to  Captain  Bonelson  and  to  others  that  he  was 
wdth  several  of  the  parties  of  Indians  from  Nicka-Jack  and  rtuniiine:- 
Water  towns  when  they  stole  the  horses  of  the  stationers,  but  denied 
that  he  had  ever  killed  or  shot  at  a white  person.  It  was  generally 
believed  he  lied. 

Gower’s  boat,  loaded  W’ith  corn,  and  having  in  it  three  dead  bodies, 
and  several  of  the  dogs  which  the  party  had  taken  with  them,  came  in 


Oil  r 


Tf40t«IM 


vr 


-i4?  00  raoo  Oijj 
Jc  at2»tfi»iia'J4'  ftdj  .cd  ||1'I1'VI^,  feOifj 

ii'’  ;fj^  itif^  "h>  OW' 

Ilf  1'lVi‘il'  8*i>fi^' 'hi’  fjOO  OflU.rf^Tr  BiW  J >■«..- 

j[^iiii,^^.wlH  odi  04  |?ai.ho4i/O0*>  '4^  ^iitKiUfc  ij%MSJ  it^TwoO'aicl^J^O^nodT 


*3si' 


'I'iiij  co"«ji/  ,4i  s/u’  to  ,^oL&  Ut'/f  "Oik '.'10'  ^i0d  mM  0ld 
‘ ' .rt;8  Ki(*o  «!iif  ^cwt]-  IjOk  ti*Tpr^«o«lC  \o  fi$vom 


ffOi’ 


b.iiil  tfk  mqU 

maP^‘Jj  ^fii' &di  <ji  b9ht^o 
ijr,0q  lkiU«  A (d»Ti.i  4v^ 

X mi  >a«1^Vt3'  J30»4'  ooWoo 


^ j^mirt Ari<vi  f*rij  ni<iiim  HMAii-iiuii^askJfcj  itm.w  m ^ iv./  s?w  v*  JbofxttSOai 

"h  mj 
KfjOt 

-i:ji.!  ut75  »T6W  ^niK|  hm  aiAhatM.  . wolod 

boa  8“* 

'j-o  aoL^iXiS^iii-iflOioin^odi  4t4M 

ikh  teir  oW^lliiiU  ii£ido.aot  ,oosdofio(|: 

lf>  aLk  oo,,kottadd/i?im^ra^  sa^r  kod  eVjwoO  aA 

Tfobkl  h9xhQi}d 

llw  oidw  Oiiw  io  yd  madq ' ad* 

Ila  li^ini  boii  "bati\;K*vb  odi  ^dS  M dMid 

thdi'lo'.ooO'  ;b:aiv'-nam'^'»4l4w  :midw.^ 

9ii  nmxtiod  xtrff.  ^dd  'bistdoaai: 

batavoowb  aiour  ^?»d3  OTtdpd- 1©  ‘wob  »d4  c J 

* ■ . ■^•vv.y  X- ■ ''■ 

'•AVn'^  irjiX  8JS  nwoffjf  ' iii ^ ?o4>^C>^' ^'\.^>\ 

u-i-ufiioiri'iidO  od>  ^ ip^Tdim  ..smw  ,^4wuU4*^  43  oi  l?aiafe0ans»  ©H 

’■■"  l>ol44a«  Oil??’ 

iliit  i£d>4t  kviilofl  02 

^lubol  jjRoI  sdi  loik  boJiii  i^iaiT  ^ 

wiiV  4,  4flji4 

-^aiaiiurf' i;a«  .ki^raa  iinr  * 

W<t5^^  S?Jw.  enwoJ , Wff  ^ 

vllcuasa  4»*r*4  !ao»3j»q  M^*  a ’®''W 

.:.  u^  V A> ..-"t- .V5ii'4to’"‘9<' 

,i  tHoSwii^  , ^S'-.jlit 4(tta  tH#.i!^(f: 

• T'  " 


120 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


fcigai  VI  ilxc  Gt  the  BIii.T  in  the  furenoen  of  the  day  after  the  slaughter, 

and  was  brought  to  shore  where  is  now  the  upper  Steamboat  Landing,  or 
east  end  of  Broad  street.  The  dead  (whose  faces  were  gnawed  by  the 
dogs)  were  buried^  and  the  corn  taken  in  sacks  and  baskets  and  by  a cart 


to  the  Station.  • 

The  escape  of  Captain  Bonelson  and  party  is  related  in  our  biographi- 
cal sketch  of  Colonel  John  Donolsnn.  Suffice  it  to  say  here,  that  it  was 
only  after  much  difficulty  they  passed  through  the  cane  to  near  the 
luoutli  of  Drake’s  Creek,  crossed  the  river,  and  reached  Mansker’s  Sta- 
tion on  the  next  day  at  night. 

A runner  had  been  sent  from  tlie  Bkiff  to  Munsker’s  the  morning  after 
the  white  man  and  negro  had  reached  the  Bluff,  to  give  notice  of  the 
death  of  Captain  Gower  and  others,  and  to  ascertain  if  Captain  Donelsoa 
and  party  had  escaped.  They  had  not  then  arrived,  and  the  runner 
returned  before  any  of  them  came  in,  so  that  the  impression  at  the  Bluff, 
at  Freeland’s  and  Eaton’s  Stations,  was,  for  nearly  a week,  that  Donelson 
and  those  with  him  had  all  been  destroyed.  They,  however,  all  escaped. 

Many  of  the  clearings  in  which  corn  was.  planted  this  year  were  in  the 
rich  bottoms  of  tlie  river  and  creeks,  and  a high  tide  of  the  river  in  July 
covered  most  of  the  tields  a?i<l  destroyed  the  corn.  This  made  it  more 
nece.ssary  to  procure  and  ilry  tlie  different  kinds  of  meats.  ‘‘The  white 
and  black  walnut,  and  smooth  and  shell-luirk  hickory-nuts,  furnished  a 
valuable  addition  to  their  stock  of  edibles.”  Large  quantities  were 
gathered  in  the  fall. 

At  a distance  of  twenty  or  tliirtv  miles  from  the  Bluff  there  were 
buffalo,  bear,  deer,  and  other  wild  game  in  abundance.  The  inventory 
of  one  hunting-party  whir-h  had  boon  out  a few  days  on  Caney  Fork, 
shows  enough  to  account  for  the  love  these  pioneers  had  for  the  wild 
woods  and  its  .spiwts  : 

We  should  all  turn  Nimrod<.  or  perhaps  try  to  excel  that  “mighty 
hunter,”  and  attempt  to  rival  Homie,  Fpencer,  and  the  “Long  Hunters” 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  if  we  could  do  our  part  of  a live  days’ 
work  with  succes.s  like  this  “live  days’  liunt  on  Caney’s  :”  “Bears,  105; 
buffaloes,  75;  deer,  87;  total,  207.”  Beturniiig  from  this  episode,  this 
hunting-party  and  drive,  we  must  examine  into  the  situation  of  the  “old 


folks  at  home.” 

The  enumeration  of  di-sasti  rs  vjiich  vre  have  given  for  tlie  la.st  nine 
months  must  have  prepared  tin*  reader  to  see  once  more  the  question  of 
abandoning  the  settlements  renewed.  The  record  is  : “At  length  they 
began  to  be  dislieartened  ; and  a considerable  part  of  them  went  this 
year  to  Kentucky  and  Illinois.”  And  the  conclusion  of  the  record  is: 
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^^Iii  the  winter  this  emigration  was  stopped  by  the  Vv-aiit  of  horses^^  and 
all  the  inhabitants  were  collected  in  two  stations/’ 

I’hese  two  stations  were  llobertson’s  at  the  Bluff,  and  Eaton’s,  (two 
and  a half  miles  distant,)  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  on  the  first  bluff 
below.  Freeland’s  was  not  wholly  abandoned  at  any  time.  The  loss  of 
liorscs  was  much  lamented,  and  these  thefts  greatly  incensed  the  owners; 
yet  ‘‘there  w'as  no  help  for  it,  seldom  recovery,  and  no  compensation.” 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that,  had  there  been  more  horses,  more  of  tho 
stationers  would  have  departed  ; and  thus  the  perils  of  the  few  who  were 
determined  to  remain  and  hold  on  “at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity,” would  have  been  greatly  increased.  As  it  was,  the  paucity  of 
numbers,  feebleness  of  defences,  and  destitution  of  ammunition  and 
provisions,  may  well  have  been  conjectured  by  their  wily  foes,  and  “the 
imps  of  the  evil  one  who  pgged  them  on,”  (to  use  one  of  their  expressive  A 
phrases;)  and  they  hoped  to  “burn  them  out,  shoot  them  down,  and  use 
them  up.” 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  pent-up  few  arrived,  was  both  logical  and 
thological : “ Providence  has  so  ordered  it  that  we  can’t  get  away ; some 
of  us  would  not  if  we  could,  no  more  of  us  could  if  they  would  I”  Colonel 
Bobertson  and  his  brother  had  more  horses  stolen  than  any  half  dozen 
other  pioneers;  but,  like  Ewin,  Bains,  and  Buchanan,  the  Bobertsons 
“came  to  stay.” 

There  were  no  reproaches  cast  at  those  who  deemed  it  wisest  and  best 
to  depart.  It  is  true  that  every  argument  was  used  to  dissuade  any  from 
going,  but  all  arguments  and  persuasions  failing,  that  old  fellow,  David 
Hood,  “the  said  Hood,”  with  his  usual  aptness  of  Scripture  cjuotation, 
remarked,  “ If  a wife  or  husband  or  our  friends  will  depart,  let  them 
depart ! They  are  not  under  bondage  in  such  a case  1” 

Of  the  number  of  those  who  did  depart  we  must  mention  all  the 
Donelsons,  with  their  families  and  some  of  their  connections.  Some 
called  this  “a  desertion  of  friends,  and  a giving  them  up  to  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife.”  It  certainly  had  some  effect  upon  others  from  whose 
presence  so  much  had  not  been  expected,  and  it  saddened  the  prospects 
and  hearts  of  the  little  band  who  “came  to  stay.”  But  there  was  a wise 
providence  in  all  this,  as  we  have  clearly  shown  in  our  sketch  of  Colonel 
DoneDon  and  his  familv. 

We  may  here  remark  that  he  had  a large  family,  many  negroes, 
women,  and  children,  most  of  whom  could  hav(‘  contributed  nothing  to 
their  own  support,  or  to  the  defences  of  the  stations  ; tln.T  would  have 
been  “consumers  and  not  producers”  of  provisions.  To  have  shut  them 
up  in  the  fort  at  the  Bluff  would  have  caused  some  embarrassment,  and 
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perhaps  dissatisfaction.  At  one  of  -the  stations  in  Kentucky,  these 
negroes  could  more  safely  work  in  the  fields^  and  tlius  raise  proTisions 
for  their  own  sustenance  and  that  of  others. 

We  cannot  doubt,  that  liad  Colonel  Konelson’s  family  remained  at 
Mansker’s — a place  with  extensive  cane-brakes  on  every  side,  and  easily 
assailable — they  would  have  been  utterly  destroyed  or  captured.  They 
could  not,  as  at  Kobertsou’s  and  Eaton's,  cast  their  lines  into  the  river 
and  thence  draw  some  supply  for  their  tables ; and  when  besieged  or 
assailed,  no  prompt  aid  or  relief  could  be  aflbrded  from  either  Eobertson’s 
or  Eaton's. 

Captain  Kaiiis  removed  his  family  and  negroes  to  Kentucky.  Leaving 
his  wife  and  children  there,  he,  in  company  with  Mr.  Stull,  started  from 
Carpenter’s  Station  to  return  to  the  Cumberland.  This  station  was  in 
the  ^M'lnobs  of  Green  lliver."  They  had  several  horses  packed  with 
various  articles  for  their  friends  at  Eaton's  and  the  Bluff.  Before  they 
had  reached  Muldrow's  Hill,  coming  towards  the  head-wmters  of  Bed 
Kiver,  they  encountered  a large  party  of  Indians.  Stull  w as  in  advance, 
the  lead,  llaiiis  in  the  rear."  Stull  exclaimed  to  Bains,  See  what 
a company  of  people  coming  1"  Bains  discovered  instantly  that  they 
were  Indians,  and  replied:  ‘Mndians  I turn  quick  I"  Stull  hesitated; 
kept  gazing,  unstrapped  his  gun,  and  brought  it  into  rest.  The  Indians 
■were  upon  him  in  a body,  many  guns  were  fired;  Stull  fell  from  his  horse, 
pierced  no  doubt  with  many  balls.  Bains  fled,  was  pursued,  but  escaped  ; 
t'ft'O  bullet-holes  through  his  clothes  and  slight  wound  to  his  horse.  He 
wandered  through  the  woods,  was  out  in  the  great  “sleet;’’  with  nuich 
difficulty  he  reached  Carpenter’s  Station.  While  now  tarrying  there, 
Colonel  Bobertson  arrived  from  a visit  to  other  Kentucky  stations.  In 
a week  or  two  tliey  were  joined  by  four  other  persons,  and  they  came 
safely  to  the  Bluff.  Bains  was  “a  mighty  hunter."  In  one  winter  he 
killed  thirtij~tico  icocs  w itliin  seven  miles  of  the  Bluff,  mostly  in  Ilarj'eth 
Knobs,  south  of  Nashville.  HLs  “Betsy  was  a gun  that  never  missed." 

“So  many  having  departed,"  as  Mr.  Ewiii  says,  it  is  suitable  and 
proper  for  us,  in  this  narration,  to  pause  and  contemplate  acts  and  results 
up  to  this  time,  the  end  of  the  year  ITbO. 

The  settlements  had  extended  from  the  mouth  of  Bed  Biver  (indeed 
there  was  a “hcgiimiriLt"  at  one  place  below  the  mouth)  to  Bled-oe’s 
Lick,  a distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  (by  the  river,)  and  at  various 
points  intermediate;  particularly  near  the  Bluffs,  Eaton’s,  and  Bledsoe's. 
Eight  or  ten  forts  or  block-houses  had  been  erected,  and  to  some  extent 
palisaded. 

Companies  of  spies  had  been  organized,  and  good  hunters  rLsked  their 
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lives  daily  to  procure  tire  daily  food.  But  when  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted, the  caisson  empty/’  what  service  could  either  hunters  or  spies 
render  ? 

There  remained  a few  who  were  desponding,  a smaller  number  who 
manifested  a murmuring  and  rebellious  spirit.  No  one  believed  their 
position  to  be  safe.  They  had  no  expectation  of  being  permitted,  to  en- 
joy quiet,  or  that  it  would  do  to  intermit  their  watchfulness.  Their 
lives  depended  on  ceaseless  vigilance. 

At  a very  critical  time  Colonel  Bobertson  was  absent.  Indians  were 
committing  ravages  in  all  parts  of  the  settlements.  Colonel  Bobertson 
had  gone  to  the  stations  in  Kentucky  for  various  purposes.  He  desired 
to  ascertain  their  strength,  concert  some  measures  for  support  and  defence, 
to  learn  the  “prospects  of  the  American  cause,”  what  aid  General  Clarke 
could  render  in  this  direction,  and  how  best  to  conciliate  the  Chickasaws 
to  whom  Clarke  had  given  offence.  He  failed  not  to  obtain  some  powder 
and  lead,  v^^ith  which  he  returned  to  the  Cumberland. 

His  escape  from  the  savages  as  he  came  through  the  open  prairies  or 
barrens  of  Kentucky,  and  through  the  cane-brakes  of  Tennessee,  passing 
across  the  Indian  trails,  and  by  their  half-extinguished  camp-fires  in 
several  instances,  was  regarded  by  himself  and  others  as  remarkable. 
He  met  with  no  interruption  either  going  or  returning.  But  his  arrival 
here  was  yet  most  opportune. 

lie  crossed  the  river  at  the  Bluff  on  the  I5th  of  January,  1781. 
Leaving  his  pack-horse  at  that  station,  and  learning  that  his  wife  and 
children  were  at  Freeland’s  Station,  he  hastened  to  greet  them,  and  to 
rejoice  with  them  that  they  and  he  were  yet  alive.  The  news  of  his 
arrival  at  the  Bluff  had  reached  his  family  in  advance  of  his  own  appear- 
ance before  them ; for  some  one  who  saw  him  as  he  was  being  ferried 
across  the  river,  had  gone  to  Freeland’s  to  communicate  the  joyful  news. 
As  he  approached,  he  was  welcomed,  not  only  by  his  family  but  by  every 
one,  as  he  had  been  at  the  Bluff.  hile  he  asked  and  answered  ques- 
tions, he  allowed  “his  powder-horn  to  be  handed  round,  as  generous 
lovers  of  Maccaboy  are  pleased  to  see  their  snuff-box  serve  the  company.” 
He  had  a few  bullets  to  spare  in  his  shot-pouch,  and  the  destitute  helped 
themselves  economically.  The  main  stock  of  powder  and  lead  w.is  at  the 
other  station. 

He  replied  to  inquiries  relative  to  the  stations  in  Kentucky,  and  as  to 
the  recent  emigrants  from  the  Cumberland  to  Kentucky.  Having  a late 
supper,  the  company  did  not  retire  at  an  early  hour,  but  when  all  had 
laid  down  to  sleep,  and  perhaps  were  having  plemsant  dreams.  Colonel 
Bobertson  was  wakeful  and  watchful. 


82t 


.riisuanwat  «aa*arK  'io 

•Ml.  <»▼«' 

isiiM  » MsliwJ  i»4«i3  iiiotj9,»arns»  Jadvf  ''’.tJqieaaoiei®  »iU^’  ,fxil«i*if 

^ ' ,,  .. 

oifw  -wifwjftf  isUaoi#  « ^ atodT  - 

: 3i;d  fc»twW,.w  «r*,.v  ,1W<}#  iwwiAi!.  . 

-^>i  »>)  jb>J.^ffllT5K|  soiijwO^ 

liodj  Ai ^ ■w^iwp_X.ot 


' ' uoan^iS  l9o«fob''.tsfW»b-i«v®i^^  »9'^»n^'gaMaiam  a.:':M 

“•Swjjssb  sK  ,„  ^woqw«t  wwiwf  ®“®8  *>•'*'  -«  JU 

■f,a>ot;to&  t.g8  ''^j^.9-mii'9i&  qiBT 

odjolO  IrtOBoO  l>>*  ltd'l|J'V9l>l}0*^^flfA  dtlf^  isJaoijWMt^^'  »d)  «»9t  0*  TPI^ 
KTwaaiairtO  »iii  »#<a|i9a®9  ' . 

j9frwei  »ta«ii«Jdo.<>J  «»»%*  W ot‘ ' 

- TO:"p.-wi(!.iq  «dj  wOT^sqrfKiS. 

»} ; w?it-^ioa»-  Jted*u)p,ii%1^arf . '»dl®iia<na« , 

M,  wsdJo.  iM9m-:._ 

Wir.a  dd.i«a'',..8«««w*W  M 

"1  : "i 

.im^»</m>l  19  rfJ8|..»*„  Be.\wa  -ad#  te^»»  ««1<  Ao»k«ii>:,9Hs-*i: 
bn«^'^ti«ui.  >«4l 

"•'  Ui-rtat  «W  sdvii;  aS4?wC»#»9^^^  Vl  l,  m!.d)  w'iiwt.s'soiia; 

’•■V  ,^.  A,-  : , =-*y*,  V • ..  ,__  T r.,  j" «A» 


;j.  .ii'-.-*...  *«  . J|i^||<®4|:ir0»»4J»4  64aa^,9no 


',„»  ®>MV  - «* 

b«»  ,.--  'vvv'  , "Mk..  , .. 

,p  siwiMSs!  a» 


.9  edi  »ri«  .,., 

taqisd  Oluiikub  oAt  W,49i^4.t4« 


.wwia»a»;^5i  »4*^| 

'■  lid  Ji*  Ww  i^BsquiW 


J.>:r? 


^3i 


j,  i 'iMP  ww  noamdo^ 

,j^  ■ ■*..  


J'-'-a'J.'i  I 


124 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


It  was  near  midnight : the  quick  ear  of  Colonel  Eobcrtson  heard  move- 
ments at  the  gate,  which  were  to  him  suspicious.  He  listened,  raised 
himself  up,  seized  his  giiii,  uttered  the  terrific  cry,  ^‘Indians!  Indians  1'* 
His  voice  awakened  every  individual  at  the  station.  All  knew  it  could 
he  no  false  alarm,  and  instantly  every  one  was  up,  to  seize  some  weapon 
of  defence.  There  was  one  “Iog-hou.se  or  pen  which  had  not  been  com- 
pletely chinked  or  daubed — tliere  were  large  openings  between  the  logs’^ 
— in  this  Major  Lucas  and  a negro  man  belonging  to  Colonel  Robertson, 
a’nd  others,  were  lodged.  AVhen  the  alarm  was  given,  Major  Lucas 
rushed  out  of  the  cabin,  and  was  shot  down,  mortally  wounded.  The 
Indians  fired  a great  many  times  into  this  building,  wounding  several,  and 
killing  the  negro  man  of  Colonel  Robertson. 

Judge  Haywood  says,  “These  were  the  only  fatal  shots,  although  not 
less  than  jive  hundred  were  fired  into  the  houses!^  AYe  have  no  right 
to  Cjiiestion  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

“Non  nostrum  inter  vos  tant^s  componere  lites.” 

We  can  fully  credit  the  assertion  of  one  of  the  women:  “The  Indians 
yelled  like  a thousand  devils!’’  and  Hood  said  “There  certainly  was  a 
legion.”  The  Indians  continued  long  enough  around  the  fort  to  enable 
Colonel  Robertson,  and  four  or  five  other  persons,  to  load  and  fire  near 
half  a dozen  times.  He  gnve  ilirections  “not  to  fire  at  random;”  “keep 
from  before  the  port-holes  “ darken  the  flush “ watch  the  doors.”  He 
was  the  only  person  who  wa.s  .sure  that  he  “ nicked  the  red,”  and  saw  the 
Indian  he  shot  at,  fall.  He  saw  him  plainly,  and  aimed  at  his  head. 

So  great  was  the  uproar  from  the  firing  and  yelling  of  the  Indians,  that 
the  stationers  at  Eaton’s  and  the  Bluff  rvere  aroused,  and  the  small  swivel 
at  the  latter  place  was  fired.  The  savages  had  much  dread  of  a cannon. 
They  knew  that  the  wliites  were  fully  awake,  and  that  relief  might  be 
expected  for  the  besieged.  They  found  the  logs  of  these  stations  too 
new  and  green  to  burn,  and  they  could  not  eff’ect  an  entrance ; daylight 
was  approaching,  and  they  “ made  themselves  scarce,”  as  Captain  Rains 
said,  for  “he  came  from  the  Bluff  with  a few  trusty  gunmen,  a good 
supply  of  powder  and  ball,  and  earnest  looking  for  the  rascals,”  but  “ the 
rascals”  were  gone.  Rains  always  called  Indians  “rascals.”  The  one 
whom  Colonel  Robertson  shot  was  found  partiall}'  covered  in  a piece  of 
low  ground,  a mile  distant  to  tlie  west,  shot  in  the  head,  as  was  believed 
at  the  time.  From  the  traces  of  blooil,  and  evidences  of  some  having 
been  carried  upon  the  backs  of  others,  it  was  evident  that  a number  had 
been  wounded,  and  perliaps  killed. 

It  is  stated  that  the  moon  was  shining  at  the  time  of  this  attack;  that 
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the  Indians  very  seldom  stood  still,  but  ke])t  up  an  incessant  running, 
and  jumping,  whooping,  and  yelling.  The  party  of  Indians  who  had 
made  this  attack  was  certainly  strong,  numbering  from  fifty  to  ‘‘onc  hun- 
dred;” some  said  ‘‘hundreds.”  Having  failed  in  their  intention  to  cap- 
ture this  station,  and  “a  certain  llobertsun,”  the  savages  were  determined 
to  do  all  the  mischief  they  could.  They  continued  to  make  circuitous 
marches,  at  safe  distances,  around  the  stations,  with  the  purpose  of 
“frightening  away  the  buffalo,  deer,  and  bear,”  thus  rendering  the  pro- 
curing of  supplies  difficult  and  dangerous.  In  this  they  were  quite  suc- 
cessful. 

Having  received  a reinforcement  of  Cherokees,  “they  burned  every 
thing  before  them;  immense  quantities  of  corn  and  other  produce,  as 
• wmli  as  the  houses,  fences,  and  even  the  stations  of  the  whites.”*  These 
stationers  were  matter-of-fact  people,  accustomed  to  deal  with  realities — 
not  timid,  dreamy  alarmists. 

The  summary  we  have  given — the  roll  of  the  killed  and  wounded — 
afford  cause  enough  for  all  the  anxiety  and  terror  which  existed.  Hut 
our  enumeration  is  incomplete.  Instances  of  murders  at  various  points 
have  been  omitted,  as  some  of  the  names  of  persons,  the  times  when  and 
places  where  they  suffered,  cannot  now  be  determined  with  certainty. 
But  we  will  continue  the  sad  recital  of  woes,  whicli  it  seemed  could  only 
end  when  we  should  record  the  extermination  of  the  last  white  man. 
The  names  of  those  who  thus  early  came  here  and  were  massacred,  de- 
serve to  be  perpetuated,  as  w'ell  as  the  names  of  others  who,  by  a kind 
and  protecting  Providence,  endured  and  survived  the  trials  and  horrors 
of  the  times.  Vic  would  not  stigmatize  the  names  or  memories  of  those 
who  saved  their  lives  by  flight.  Indeed,  some  of  them  departed  as 
though  “called”  to  “fight  and  suffer”  at  other  posts. 

We  have  not  the  intention  to  determine  and  announce  by  which  course 
the  greatest  good  w'oiild  have  resulted,  “eitlier  this  or  that.”  We  cer- 
tainly believe  that  these  pioneers  were  “ foreordained,”  “ predestined”(very 
strong  and  expressive  words)  to  be  the  “forerunners,”  and  “to  prepare 


* This  “immense  quantity  of  corn  an^l  other  produce”  must  have  been  in  some 
subsequent  year.  In  this  first  year  the  clearings  were  small,  hastily  made,  and 
much  shaded.  The  “fences,”  sucli  as  they  had,  were  of  newly  split  timber,  and 
green,  with  bru.'</i.  The  hru.i^  would  burn  rapidly.  As  we  have  stated,  the  July 
freshet  destroyed  much,  wild  animals  more,  and  wild  Indians  not  a little.  They 
helped  themselves  to  the  green  corn  fur  roasting,  ami  to  the  dry  for  hominy  and 
bread.  And  thus  we  conclude  that  ••iinmoti'e  quantities  of  corn  and  other  pro- 
duce” were  not  hum-ul  in  the  winter  of  17S0-S1.  The  Indians  destroyed  whatever 
they  could,  no  doubt. 
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the  way  before/’  and  for  the  great  people  wliicli  should  come  after  them. 
In  the  commencement  and  furtherance  of  this  grand  design  and  important 
event,  they  were  called  to  endure  conflicts ; indeed,  they  had  a love  for 
such  adventures  and  exposures.  Here  is  notable  met” — none  were 
anxious  or  willing  to  retrace  their  steps.  At  every  remove  they  pene- 
trated farther  into  the  western  wilderness : 

“They  took  no  steps  backwards  1”' 

“Their  way  is  o’er  the  mountain  heights, 

Their  home  is  in  these  western  wilds,” 

Tlie  word  of  command  by  Ilobertson,  at  the  very  outset,  was,  ^'Are  you  all 
ready?  Forward,  march  !”  If  there  was  no  truce  to  the  warfare  by  the 
Indians,  there  was  no  abandonment  of  the  purpose,  both  to  conquer  the' 
Indians  and  subdue  the  country.  If  they  sometimes  advanced  rashly, 
and  with  numbers  too  small,  and  equipments  inadequate,  so  that  prudence 
or  nece.ssity  induced  a change,  or  a concentration  of  forces,  there  was 
always  cherished  the  determination  yet  to  trivmiph. 

^^lo  triumphe!’\&t.iys  Horace,  but  our  perverse  fellow,  Hood,  would  use 
it  thus  : ‘^Jo  and  I try — uni, --p,  he!  Chero-ke-he  !” 

Patience,  fortitude,  and  perseverance  were  ultimately  to  succeed. 

Jupiter  helps  those  who  put  the  shoulder  to  the  w^heel.” 
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1781. 

And  now,  altliough  there  was  such  evident  danger,  an(J  the  outer  or 
feebler  stations  were  abandoned,  some  of  the  people  would  linger  around 
these  new  homes,  or  make  occasional  visits  to  them ; and  thus  were  a 
number  exposed  to  the  hidden  foe,  and  slain.  Among  the  loiterers  near 
Mansker’s  were  David  Goin  and  Patrick  Quigly.  They  were  ^-caught 
napping.""  The  Indians  gave  them  “ a nap  that  knows  no  waking."  The 
sylvan  poet,  Clark,  used  to  repeat  some  poor  doggerel  relative  to  this 
event,  thus  rendering  a little  aid  to  traditionary  history.  He  certainly 
was  no  exception  to  the  saying  of  the  laitins, 

' , “Poeta  nascitur  non  fit.” 

He  was  neither  born  nor  educated  to  be  a poet,  and  yet  ^^he  filled  up  his 
measure  wdth  his  metre." 

Their  bodies  w*ere  found  together  in  the  house,  and  in  such  a position  as 
proved  that  they  had  been  killed  ^‘outright  when  asleep."  They  felt  not 
when  their  scalps  were  taken.  But  in  the  history  of  these  settlements 
we  have  to  record  a number  of  cases  where  persons  were  scalped,  and 
lived  to  good  old  age  thcreatlcr.  An  instance  must  be  mentioned  at  this 
very  time. 

The  Dunhams  had  settled  at  their  “location,"  that  body  of  land  which 
is  now  beautifully  improved  and  embellished,  well  known  as  “ Belle 
Meade,"  the  residence  of  General  William  G.  Harding.*  They  had 


* We  take  pleasure  in  reconiing  that  at  Belle  Moarle,  or  Dunham's  Station, 
several  liundre'l  acres  of  beautiful  woodland  are  preserved  in  an  undefaced  con- 
dition, and  in  that  lovely  park  visitors  may  enjoy  a eight  somewhat  like  that 
which  the  early  pioneers  enjoyed.  They  may  behold  two  b\indred  deer,  twenty 
bufifaloea,  and  half  a dozen  elk.  This  park  and  that  of  Colonel  Hart,  (a  descend- 
ant of  him  whose  name  appears  on  the  roll  next  to  that  of  Colonel  Richard  Hen- 


, t ciii  ,»  » <»»■  h^«  4aoa  1-  ■ -f  at  li!S4«9»b»  ion  moil  radlisa  s«* 
,,sii  qo  Wia  a^I,  -^  . « jTiao,  rfjiw  OT/JMsai 


JkJ^  IVM  »tfv^  

> ^ ft  '\STto  %ill  iliW 

“ ^ bad 

stcmto.*  aw*  j ^ wN2o  rb.0001  ol  aradjaw'.y 

S,«o  .tolloaM*  »S“  fcio 

,,v  r J a /LuimmjI  **  iblfj  fit  yblJlI  fcOIfilifiJTCl  »dT 

rdaidw  bpillotb^  to*  ,2£ft«»  .b«M  ‘b<wq™  tlWlito***  "^o“  « 
»II»a“  8*  mroxri  Iiaw,.tofif  «<b8sM 

"■bad  vadT  *.snilnaH  * «nwlfa?f?  'b.'^aaO  V,wn«b.««  

l * . ^^'W-.-ir-,  ___  __. 


fla 


128 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENN.ESSEE. 


erected  a log-liouse,  and  made  considerable  advances  in  the  constmction 
of  ‘^Punbani’s  Station/^  but  'vvere  iiow^  like  others,  compelled  lo  seek 
safety  in  a better  strong-hold,  therefore  they  moved  to  the  Bluff — ‘-moved 
to  town/’  A few  days  thereafter,  Mrs.  Dunham  directed  her  little 
daughter  to  go  to  the  place  where,  some  wood  was  cut,  and  bring  her  an 
armful  of  sticks  and  chips.  The  pile  of  wood,  recently  cut,  was  not 
more  than  three  or  four  liiindrcd  yards  from  the  Fort,  somewhere  near 
the  junction  of  Spring  and  College  Streets.  The  tops  of  trees  which  had 
been  cut  down  v,ere  imprudently  left  as  they  fell  among  the  small  cedars 
and  privet  bushes,  which  grew  thickly  all  over  the  ground  south  of  the 
Square  to  the  branch.  In  or  near  this  wood  and  tree-tops,  Indians  were 
concealed.  As  the  little  girl  approached  to  gather  wood,  ‘^the  savages 
gathered  her.” 

Of  course  vshe  screamed  at  the  top  of  her  voice,  and  the  mother, 
without  a moment’s  reflection  or  hesitation,  ran  out  to  her  relief.  The 
men,  who  were  at  ditincr,  did  the  same.  The  mother,  being  in  advance, 
was  shot  by  the  Indians,  and  quite  dangerously  wounded. 

Judge  Haywood  says,  ‘‘Mrs.  Dunh.cUi  li\ed  many  years,  but  not  having 
perfectly  recovered  her  health,  she  afterwards  died.” 

But  where  is  the  child  i*  MTiat  was  done  with  the  little  girl?  The 
Indians  had  caught  her  by  the  hair,  held  her  in  terror,  by  her  cries 
to  attract  persons  from  the  fort.  They  were  cutting  off  her  scalp 
as  the  mother  ran  towards  them  and  was  shot  down.  At  the  sight  of 
the  men  rushing  from  the  fort,  armed  to  attack  them,  the  Indians  fled 
into  the  thickets.  They  had  cut  and  pulled  off  the  skin  from  the  rop  of 
her  head,  with  an  irregular  circular  cut,  having  a diameter  of  about  six 
inches.  Judge  Ilaywuod  ad<ls,  “They  did  not  kill  her,  for  she  is  still 
alive.”  And  yet  it  devolves  upon  us  to  say  that,  like  her  mother,  “she 
afterwards  died.” 

Pursuit  was  made  of  the  enemy  for  a short  distance  without  harming 
them.  This  was  a warning  to  leave  ho  brnsli-heaps,  and  to  keep  a constant 
lookout  for  danger.  This  occurrence  was  spoken  of  by  some  of  the  stationers 
as  sad  but  needful  warning.”  It  is  very  probable  that,  after  dinner, 
the  men  would  have  returned  in  an  unsuspicious  manner  to  their  vork, 
and  have  been  shot  by  the  Indians  in  ambush. 

Perhaps  it  was  upon  this  occasion  that  Bains  and  Castleman  agreed 
upon ‘‘a  still  hunt — just  a little  e.Kpedirion — a sort  of  private  affair.” 
Following  the  trail  of  two  or  three  Indians,  who  had  killed  or  scalped 
a little  girl,  “•they  came  quietly  upon  the  heels  of  the  rascals,  and, 


derson.)  near  P.aris,  Kentucky,  are  the  only  ones  known  to  us  where  there  is, such 
preservation  of  the  “autlent  order  of  things.”  Wo  honor  men  of  such  taste. 
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someliow,  ^ Betsy’ aud  ‘Sister’  were  both  pointing  at  tlie  Indians.  If 
you  had  been  within  a reasonable  distance,  you  might  have  heard  a gun 
fire.  AVe  heard  it.  Something  hit  one  of  those  Indians,  for  he  fell,  and 
did  not  run  ofi'  with  the  others.  . . . This  old  rusty  gun  and  butcher- 

knife,  we  think,  belonged  to  that  Indian,  and  this  scaljp  to  the  little 
girl” 

It  was  kind  in  them  to  offer  this  “ crown-piece,”  but  it  was  no  longer 
of  any  use. 

‘-Do  but  think, 

How  severe  a thing  it  is  to  wear  a crown ! 

A sceptre  may  be  broken 
In  strongest  hand, 

And  fairest  brow  may  drop 
A jewelled  diadem.” 

At  a later  date,  when  the  number  of  these  cases  was  multiplied,  “the  said 
Hood,”  with  his  imperturbable  humor,  would  select  a position  by  the  side 
of  others  who  had  suffered  loss  like  himself,  and  do  this  with  intention 
of  making  some  reference  to  “his  select  coin|>auy.”  Besides  the  soubri- 
quet by  which  he  was  usually  knowm,  he  was  often  called  “ Opossum.” 
'Little  Miss  Dunham  always  called  him  “Possum.”  But  nothing  offended 
him — he  could  not  get  mad.  He  never  swore  or  threatened  upon  any 
provocation.  Indeed,  we  may  presume  he  prayed  for  the  savages  who 
tried  and  failed  to  kill  him. 

There  were  other  occurrences  which  proved  that  the  savages  were  daily 
in  the  neighborhood,  but  we  pass  to  the  account  of  the  engagement  of 
the  2d  of  April,  1781,  commonly  called  the  “Battle  of  the  Bluff.”  TTe 
condense  from  Haywood  : 

During  the  night  of  the  1st  of  April  a numerous  party  of  Cherokees 
came  and  lay  in  ambush  near  the  fort.  In  the  morning  three  of  them 
approached  the  fort,  fired,  and  ran  oft',  yet  not  out  of  sight,  for  they  were 
seen  reloading  their  guns,  and  occasionally  waving  their  hand  to  attract 
notice.  This  was  evidently  a banter  and  defiance  ] it  was  so  regarded  by 
the  whites.  They  could  not  endure  to  be  thus  “bearded,”  and,  although 
there  was  some  talk  of  the  danger  of  an  ambush,  the  men  resolved  to  “go 
forth  to  battle.” 

A party  of  more  than  twenty  mounted  their  horses  and  rode  forth 
the  gate.  They  dashed  down  the  descending  ground  (towards  Broad 
Street  and  the  branch)  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe.  The  few  Indians 
who  had  kept  themselves  in  sight,  and  tempted  the  whites  to  come  on, 
made  a>stand  near  the  bank  of  the  creek.  The  position  is  near  the  junc- 
tion of  College  and  Demumbraue  streets.  The  men  dismounted  at  Broad 
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to  give  battle.  A considerable  body  of  Indians  was  concealed  in  the  bed 
of  tbe  creek  and  among  tbe  thick  bushes,  and  suddenly  fired  upon  the 
horsemen  as  they  dismounted.  The  fire  was  returned  with  alacrity,  and 
with  some  effect.  The  horses  fled  up  the  hill  towards  the  fort. . At  this 
moment  another  party  of  the  savages  raised  the  yell  and  war-whoop,  and 
dashed  forth  from  their  hiding-places  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  (near  Cherry 
Street.)  They  attempted  to  “head  and  catch  the  horses’’  which  fled 
towards  the  French  Lick.  Quite  a numhcr  of  Indians  pursued  the  horses. 
Some  of  the  horses  raa  by  the  fort,  but,  finding  the  gate  closed,  continued 
towards  the  spring. 

At  this  juncture,  and  while  the  fight  w'as  continued  in  the  bottom,  the 
larger  body  of  Indians  had  arisen  from  their  covert,  and  commenced  a 
movement  towards  the  fort,  not  only  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  whites  at  the  creek,  hut  to  attack  and  enter  the  fort.  The  horses 
passed  through  their  line,  and  drew  after  them  many  who  preferred  the 
capture  of  such  a prize  to  any  re.speet  for  discipline  and  command  cf 
chiefs.  At  this  moment,  also,  “ the  dogs  in  the  fort,  seeing  the  confusion, 
and  hearing  the  firing,  ran  towards  the  branch  or  low  grounds,  and  came 
upon  the  yet  unbroken  line  of  the  enemy.  These  dogs  were  trained  to 
hostility  to  savages,  and  they  made  a most  furious  onset,  and  kept  the 
Indians  busily  employed  in  self-defence. 

The  pursuit  of  the  hor.^es  and  the  contest  with  the  dogs  so  occupied- 
the  Indians,  and  withdrew  them  from  their  position  and  aim  to  intercept 
the  party  at  the  branch,  or  attack  the  fort,  that  a way  was  opened  for 
escape  or  retreat  to  the  fort,  and  for  some  aid  to  advance  from  the  fort. 
Had  these  Indians  maintained  their  position,  or  extended  their  line 
towards  the  river,  not  a man  could  have  returned  to  the  fort.  They  were 
in  great  peril  at  all  times.  The  savages  with  whom  they  were  imniedi- 
ately  engaged  greatly  outnumbered  them,  and  a much  larger  force  was 
interposed  between  tliem  and  their  friends  at  the  fort.  Five  of  their 
number  had  been  killed,  and  two  disabled  by  wounds. 

They  resolved  to  atteiuj't  an  escape  to  the  fort.  Taking  with  them 
their  two  wounded  companions,  they  commenced  to  run,  and  were  pursued 
by  their  enemies.  I'lierc  wa.s  no  time  to  reload  their  guns:  to  have 
stopped  would  have  been  to  encounter  an  overwhelming  force.  And  it 
would  have  been  an  easy  matter  for  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  to  have 
swept  acroSvS  to  the  river’s  hank,  and  thus  have  completely  enclosed  the 
disabled  and  now  almost  disarmed  whites.  That  they  did  not  thus  inter- 
cept and  capture  or  destroy  them,  cun  only  he  accounted  for  as  was  done 
in  the  exclamation  of  some  of  the  pious  mothers:  “Thanks  be  to  God. 
that  lie  gave  Indians  a fear  of  dogs  and  a love  for  horses  I” 
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Ie  tills  retreat  Isaac  Lucas  was  sliot  clown,  his  thigh  broken.  His 
comrades  could  not  stop  to  ascertain  whether  he  wa.s  mortally  wounded, 
nor  to  render  him  assistance.  They  perliaps  had  passed  him  in  the  race 
before  he  fell.  As  he  fell,  he  turned  his  face  towards  the  adyancing  foe, 
determined  to  make  some  fight.  While  he  was  retreating,  he,  like  the 
others,  was  hastily  reloading  his  gun,  and  had  succeeded  in  driving  home 
the  charge  at  the  instant  he  was  shot  down.  ‘‘He  did  not  lose  his  pre- 
sence of  mind,  hut  c|uickly  primed  his  gun,  took  deliberate  aim  at  the 
stout  Indian  who  was  in  the  lead  of  the  pursuers,  and  sliot  him  dead  in 
his  tracks.^’ 

The  people  in  the  fort  saw  him  fall,  and  that  he  was  alive,  but  in  dan- 
ger of  being  killed  and  scalped.  He  lay  within  the  range  of  the  guns 
of  the  men  at  the  fort,  as  was  evident  by  an  Indian  being  wounded  by  a 
shot  from  that  distance.  The  foe,  seeing  the  danger  and  manifestation 
of  relief  to  the  retreating  party,  made  a halt,  and  did  not  reach  Lucas, 
^ who  moved  himself  to  a short  distance  to  escape  their  aim.  He  was 
afterward  brought  into  the  fort,  laid  upon  his  back  a few  weeks,  and  then 
got  up  with  little  suffering  or  lameness.  It  is  due  to  him  to  state  that 
after  he  had  killed  the  nearest  foe  and  crawled  to  a more  secure  place, 
he  was  prompt  to  reload  his  rifle  and  look  to  the  position  of  his  hatchet 
and  butcher-knife.  He  was  anxious  to  secure  the  warlike  implements  of 
the  warrior  he  had  killed,  for  he  thought  he  was  not  removed ; but  in 
this  he  was  disappointed.  This  and  other  warriors  were  buried  along 
the  creek  hanks. 

There  was  one  contest  “almost  under  the  walls  of  the  fort.’’  Edward 
Swanson  was  one  of  the  retreating  party.  He  was  pursued  and  over- 
taken by  a ‘‘big  Indian’’  within  twenty  yards  of  the  fort.  The  Indian 
gained  upon  Swanson,  and  struck  him  with  his  gun  upon  the  shoulder, 
causing  Swanson  to  drop  his  gun.  Swanson  turned  upon  his  pursuer- 
and  seized  hold  of  the  Indian’s  gun.  Then  “commenced  a life  or  death- 
struggle  for  its  possession.”  From  the  effects  of  the  blow  he  had  re- 
ceived, the  want  of  a firm  hold  upon  tlie  gun,  or  the  superior  strength 
of  the  Indian,  “ he  wrested  it  from  Swanson,  and  knocked  him  down  on 
all-fours.”  The  gunmen  at  the  fort  could  not  venture  to  fire  at  the 
Indian,  lest  they  should  shoot  their  friend. 

At  this  critical  moment,  Jolm  Buchanan,  the  elder,  rushed  out  of  the 
gate  to  Swan.«on’s  relief.  He  did  it  effectually.  He  killed  the  “big 
Indian  on  the  spot  where  they  had  contended.”  And  ho  preserved  the 
Indian's  gun  as  long  as  he  lived.  (Tliat  gun  and  tlic  <me  with  wliicb 
Buchanan  killed  this  and  other  Indians,  and  hundreds  of  wild  animals 
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in  these  primeval  forests^  would  he  treasures  in  our  State  armory,  as 
choice  relics  of  the  earl}'  ajid  perilous  times  here.) 

This  terminated  the  day’s  work  on  the  part  of  the  whites.  Thus  ended 
the  Battle  of  the  Bluff. 

The  Indians  continued  their  effVjrts  to  secure  the  frightened  horses, 
but  with  little  success.  The  animals  were  so  much  fright'ened  by  the 
yelling  of  the  Indians,  tlie  firing  of  guns,  and  the  barking  of  dogs,  that 
few  of  them  suffered  themselves  to  be  caught;  most  of  them  came  to  the 
entrance  of  the  fort  and  were  gladly  admitted. 

The  Indians  stripped  and  scalped  such  of  the  whites  as  they  had  slain, 
and  slightly  covered  up  their  own  dead.  They  gained  five  good  guns 
also. 

At  night,  seeming  to  have  some  accessions  to  their  numbers,  they  ap- 
peared before  the  station  and  fired  repeatedly  at  it,  doing  no  harm. 

The  stationers  discovered  “quite  a knot  of  Indians  a few  hundred 
yards  distant,  west  of  the  station,  and  they  determined  to  load  and  fire 
the  swivel  at  them.”  To  this  there  was  some  remonstrance ; those  ob- 
jecting saying,  “ There  are  too  many  trees  in  the  way,  and  we  have  not 
the  powder  to  waste.”  Of  cannon-balls  they  had  none. 

The  gun  was  loaded,  several  of  the  men  contributing  powder,  pieces 
of  lead,  pieces  of  horse-shoes  and  other  pieces  of  iron.  The  little  can- 
non was  placed  in  position  utkI  fired  : being  in  the  stillness  of  evening,  the 
report  was  indeed  “ like  the  l>uoming  of  a cannon  I”  It  seemed  like  a 
signal-gun,  and  was  soon  answered  by  another  from  Eaton’s  Station. 

It  unquestionably  startled  the  savages,  for  they  fired  not  another  gun, 
but  departed. 

A party  soon  arrived  from  Eaton’s,  upon  the  bank  opposite  the  Bins’ 
Station,  and  made  the  signal -call  for  boats  to  be  sent  over  for  them. 
The  boats  were  fastened  at  the  bluff  bank,  under  protection  of  the  watch 
in  the  station.  Two  men  ([uietly  pa.ssed  the  boat  to  the  other  shore,  and 
ferried  over  their  friends,  who  were  admitted  into  the  station,  and  kept 
watch  till  break  of  day. 

In  the  morning  s[)ies  went  forth  to  examine  the  woods,  trace  the  steps 
of  the  enemy,  and  search  for  the  bodies  of  the  whites  who  had  been, 
slain.  They  soon  reported  that  the  Indians  had  departed  beyond  Rich- 
land creek.  Tliere  were  evidences  that  some  of  the  slugs  fired  from  the 
swivel  had  reached  “the  kmR  of  Indians,”  for  the  bushes  were  “cut  and 
split  and  rent,”  and  the  Indians  must  at  least  have  been  frightened,  for 
they  left  there  several  articles  which  otherwise  they  would  have  retained. 

The  incidents  of  this  buttle  were  ever  fresh  in  the  mind  of  31rs.  Gen- 
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eral  Eobertson^  and  she  rehearsed  them  to  attentive  listeners  a thousand 
times^  for  she  lived  many  years  thereafter^  and  her  mind  was  clear  and 
memory  distinct. 

She  said  she  stood  by  the  sentry  at  the  gate  as  the  horsemen  passed 
out  and  dashed  down  the  hill  through  the  cedars  and  bushes.  She  had 
a glimpse  of  the  Indians  upon  whom  the  whites  made  the  attack,  heard 
the  crack  of  every  gun,  saw  some  of  the  movements  of  the  Indians  who 
were  in  ambush ; and  then  her  heart  began  to  fail,  for  fear  that  every 
man  who  had  gone  out  Vv'ould  be  killed,  and  the  station  probably*  tali 
into  the  hands  of  the  murderers.^’ 

She,  as  did  some  others  at  the  fort,  saw  the  large  party  of  Indians 
moving  from  their  lair  and  advancing  with  evident  intention  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  horsemen,  and  perhaps  attempt  an  entrance  into  the 
fort.  She  and  other  women  had  a gun  or  axe  in  hand,  resolved  to  die  at 
the  gate  rather  than  admit  an  enemy  there. 

She  saw  the  horses  fleeing — the  Indians  turning  in  pursuit — and  sup- 
posed that  every  man  who  had  gone  out  was  killed  or  captured.  Pre- 
sently she  discovered  some  of  the  whites  attempting  to  escape  to  the  fort, 
hotly  pursued,  and  in  utmost  peril  from  the  pursuers  and  from  those  of 
the  ambushed  party  who  had  not  joined  in  the  chase  for  the  horses. 

There  was  terrible  excitement  in  the  fort.  She  advanced  to  the  posi- 
tion nearest  to  the  retreating  party,  to  fire  upon  their  pursuers.  The 
pack  of  fifty  dogs  was  raving  to  join  in  the  melee  and  hubbub,  and — 
probably  at  her  own  suggestion — the  sentry  ‘‘  let  slip  the  dog-s  of  war.*’ 
They  never  made  such  music  before;  they  out -yelled  the  savages; 
they  ran  like  mad,^’  and  fiercely  attacked  the  advancing  Indians. 

She  saw  how  greatly  the  savages  were  surprised.  They  could  not  pur- 
sue the  whites,  and  firing  at  the  dogs  wasted  the  loads  they  needed  to 
shoot  at  the  white  people.  These  Indians  joined  in  the  hunt  for  the 
horses. 

And  she  patted  every  dog  as  he  came  in  at  the  gate,  and  thanked 
God  it  was  no  worse.’’  What  a deliverance  !’’  said  she. 

A few  days  prior  to  this  battle,  Col.  Samuel  Barton  had  been  wounded 
by  a rifle-ball  in  the  wrist  of  his  left  hand,  and  could  not  go  forth  to 
participate  in  the  contest.  Ho  had  been  in  search  of  his  cattle  down  by 
the  branch  where  the  horsemen  dismounted,  when  several  guns  were 
fired  at  him.  The  wound  in  the  wrist  was  the  only  one  he  received  in 
his  person — one  other  pa.ssed  through  his  clothes — and  he  escaped,  being 
on  horseback. 

The  two  brothers,  John  and  Alexander  Buchanan,  were  out  also  in 
search  of  beef  at  the  same  time.  When  they  heard  the  firing,  they  were 
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near  tlie  ground  now  occupied  Ly  the  Hume  High  School  Building. 
They  knew  the  firing  was  by  Indians^  and,  making  their  retreat  west  and 
north  of  Capitol  Hill,  they  reached  the  fort  in  safety,  Colonel  Barton 
being  there  before  them.  • > . • 

The  Buchanans  said,  We  did  not  like  this  way  of  fleeing  like  wolves 
to  their  den,  or  frightened  rabbits  to  their  burrow,  but  we  did  it,  and  are 
now  ready  to  go  forth  to  meet  the  foe.”  *:g' 

“The  however,  had  fled, 

And  the  whites  did  not  pursue. 

The  stationers  often  said  what  was  true,  that  the  Indians  would  ahvays^nVe 
and  run;  and  that  wdieii  fired  at  by  the  wBites,  they  would  flee,  although 
they  might  presume  or  know  that  the  guns  of  the  white  men  were  empty 
and  harmless.  It  is  truth  to  say,  the  whites  sometimes  did  the  same. 
It  was  true  wisdom,  ah  /ioste:  docere.  The  art  of  dodging  was  well 
understood  and  scientifically  practiced  by  both  parties.  To  tread  on  dry 
leaves  and  not  crush  them;  to  move,  even  by  the  windward,  and  not  be 
heard  or  scented ; to  sec  quicker,  tree  quicker,  aim,  fire,  and  hide  quicker, 
than  other  spies  or  hunters,  were  accomplishments  giving  notoriety  and 
honor. 

And  it  is  worthy  of  record  that  pioneers  here,  as  is  the  case  with  ex- 
perienced hunters  generally,  ^'kiiew'  the  crack  of  every  gun  owned  by 
the  whites,  as  certainly  as  they  distinguished  the  voices  of  friends  from 
foes.”  The  Indians’  guns  were  often  indiflerent,  and  they  usurdly  put 
in  small  loads. 

A few  days  after  the  events  which  have  been  enumerated,  "William 
Hood  (a  brother  of  the  hard-headed  old  fellow,  ‘Hhe  said”  David  ILrnd) 
was  killed  just  on  the  out.^ide  of  Freeland’s  Station.  This  was  soon 
followed  by  the  death  of  Peter  luuifroe,  killed  between  that  station  and 
the  Sulphur  Spring,  (or  French  Lick,  as  it  wms  then  called.)  From 
appearances  of  the  cane  and  path  where  Renfroc  was  killed,  it  was 
evident  that  ho  contended  long  and  stoutly  with  three  Indians,  who 
finally  overcame  him,  scalped  and  disfigured  his  dead  body  in  a most 
horrible  manner.  The  fight  seem.s  to  have  been  conducted  W'ith  knives 
and  hatchets,  and  llenfroe  must  liavo  cut  some  gashes  in  his  assailants 
before  they  cut  him  down,  “and  almost  cut  him  up.’^  His  body  was 
interred  at  the  grave-yard  s«>ut)i-ea.'t  of  the  spring. 

"Shortly  after  this,  four  brave  and  valuable  men  W'cre  killed  on  Richland  • 
Creek,  south  of  the  Bluft  and  Freolamrs  Stations.  They  were  hunting 
in  the  cane,  anxious  to  return  with  a supply  for  the  families  in  the 
stations.  They  w'ore  good  hunters  and  marksmen;  but it  is  supposed 


'"WrjV  CT  f>-  /RT 


5iSt 


,tUb«  !W»S  4)«H  <''  ''|l 

l€  iw<AoO  «i  ««‘i  j,*¥  ‘*^1" 


hri: 


■ > I ^ .77  ^ 

.loVi  »«^»<l  OJ*d^ 

^ --IT'  ^-^~' 


•j.»  .in  s^ila  «i<a  *> ' ' ^ 

t«*  ,li  sib  W M ,l»w«»4  li-jrfJ  <*  fW****  UmiM^'A  10  ,l^»Oi(l  W,:,^  ^j.  ,.,^  , 


•r«^  mj.  V |*(7< 

', I 'V  ■ ■'>;,^^  ' '^jV' 

' ; ■:  ' _3 

■' 


1 


» «*  kUJHbwW^W 

,v  M«  suj^"S>  '»  .woSeif  ®o^f,t“’r  ;^. 

b oo  u^}  S ,«.«.iJi^  i»d  iA 


iftif  i if 


« ;«ohia  ,wo*«.4> 

•4  .Jj-r#'  '=*''-'^i|-S 

‘ j4,o  «o« 


:^M 


fzr^sSi*5-4H»« 

■J!iJ;4  -I'  ^ . 'v»w  <'  ' a-* 

I.iili7f  4»«.«»»  o9«J:AM*;5^»*  •f  i,t%  P- 

„„'i  (.t,;ii«>  ' 

,,,  »bvr,  ««fl®oa^ 

a»  ,bO£!iM.l-'  -m/U  ilF  .|##if 


%: 


■ .aK-^'-a^'u fwr-" ■■  yh  V.  r jjrr>'-  *' ' 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


135 


tliey  approached  the  Deer  Lick  with  intention  of  watching  for  game, 
which  would  come  at  their  usual  time  of  resort  for  water,  and  that  the 
Indians  were  waiting  in  ambush,  and  killed  them  almost  at  the  first  fire. 
It  is  probable  that  some  of  them  were  in  the  act  of  slaking  their  thirst  at 
the  spring  when  the  Indians  fired  upon  them.  Here  were  six  most 
trusty  men,  and  good  spies  too,  killed  in  a few  days.  It  did  seem  as 
though  they  would  soon  all  be  destroyed. 

It  was  perilous  to  be  here  in  any  place  whatsoever,  in  the  house  or  at 
the  door,  in  the  woods  or  in  the  field,  in  the  night  or  in  the  day.  ‘Hood 
well  said,  ^*It  is  all  comprehended  in  this  saying,  namely:  ^perils  in  the 
wilderness.^  ” To  pass  from  station  to  station,  though  so  near  to  each 
other  that  the  report  of  a rifle  could  be  heard  the  distance,  was  to 
^^run  the  guantht’’  with  peril  of  life.  And  yet  these  people  made  almost 
daily  visits  to  each  other.  As  to  what  was  transpiring  “in  the  regions 
beyond,''  they  could  have  no  knowledge,  except  at  most  uncertain 
periods. 

Distressing  as  were  these  “beginnings  of  sorrows,"  the  events  of  the 
first  two  years  were  to  be  repeated  through  a long  series  of  years ; thus 
recording  the  founding  of  civilized  society  in  Middle  Tennessee  in  deep 
furrows  of  distress,  such  as  should  cause  the  rich,  happy,  and  prosperous 
citizens  who  now  quietly  enjoy  abundant  fruits  from  trees  of  such  pioneer 
planting,  to  revere  their  memories  and  imitate  their  virtues.  Here  we 
witne.S3  “'the  beginning  of  an  end  so  bright  and  glorious."  Hood  once 
heard  Colonel  Robertson  say  to  Mr.  Ewin  : “ It  is  sweet  to  die  for  one’s 
country,"  and  replied,  as  all  other  brave  men  and  patriots  would  do,  “ It 
is  much  sweeter  and  more  agreeable  to  live  for  it." 

These  were  “troublous  times"  to  the  settlers  on  the  Watauga,  Noli* 
chucky,  and  French  Broad;  there  was  no  end  or  diminiuion  of  Indian 
outrages  there.  The  pioneer  settlers  in  all  parts  of  that  country  knew 
there  was  one  man  among  them  who  never  wearied  in  watching,  toil,  or 
fighting  for  their  safety  and  happiness.  The  “Argus-eyed,  Briarean’’ 
patriot,  John  Sevier,  seemed  almost  to  possess  the  power  of  ubi(iuity; 
ready  to  distribute  liberally  of  his  provisions,  with  a strong  arm  to  de* 
fend  or  deliver,  and  with  hosts  of  trusty  men  to  go  where  duty  called  or 
he  dared  to  lead.  lie  headed  many  a scouting  and  avenging  party;  he 
made  repeated  and  effectual  invasions  of  the  Cherokee  country;  he  gave 
deserved  chastisement  to  their  warriors,  and  brought  home  to  their  towns 
and  habitations  tlio  bitterne.'^s  of  war ; he  held  many  “ talks,"  and 
entered  into  many  treaties  with  their  chiefs;  ho  spurt'd  their  women  and 
children;  he  treated  all  prisoners  witli  kimhie.s.s.  The  Indians  honored 
him  as  a brave,  loved  him  for  his  truth  and  humanity.  They  delighted 
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to  designate  him  as  ^‘Chucky  Jack/’  and  he  approved  the  soubriquet. 
The  war  which  he  waged,  the  chastisements  he  inflicted,  and  his 
threaten ings  and  councils — so  far  as  they  operated  to  restrain  those 
savages — resulted  to  some  extent  in  favor  of  settlers  on  the  Cumberland 
and  in  parts  of  Kentucky.  There  was,  however,  a portion  of  Cherokees 
against  W’hom  none  of  his  measures  w'cre  directed,  and  upon  whom  none 
of  his  acts  or  admonitions  had  efl’ect.  These  were  the  pirates  and  rob- 
bers of  Chickamauga  and  adjacent  towms  on  tlie  Tennessee. 

In  a talk”  to  the  Cherokees  on  4th  January,  1781,  he' used  this 
language : 

“ We  have  killed  many  of  your  young  men  and  destroyed  your  towns. 
You  know  you  began  the  war  by  listening  to  the  bad  counsels  of  the 
King  of  England,  and  the  falsehoods  of  his  agents.  We  are  now  satis- 
fied. If  you  desire  peace,  we,  out  of  compassion  to  your  women  and 
children,  are  disposed  to  treat  with  you  on  that  subject.” 

The  measures  of  Sevier  on  that  side  of  the  mountains  were  looked  to 
to  arrest  some  of  the  mischief  aimed  at  settlers  on  this ; but  neither  there 
nor  here  were  the  counsels  of  peace  to  prevail.  These  matters  were 
subjects  of  frequent  conversation  among  the  Cumberland  stationers. 

The  saying  of  David  Hood  has  often  been  repeated  : ‘‘Gifts  from  Eng- 
land and  instigations  from  Tophet  kept  old  Sevier  on  the  hi-ve.^’  These 
mischievous  influences  were  yet  to  work  out  fearful  suffering  and  havoc 
both  there  and  here. 

But  amidst  the  alarms  and  perils  of  life  among  these  Cumberland 
stationers,  the  duties,  decencies,  and  amenities  of  civilized  sociery  were 
never  pretermitted.  As  in  olden  time,  when  the  Deluge  was  about  to  whelm 
the  world,  people  “inarrio<l  and  were  given  in  marriage,”  so  here.  The 
marriage  of  Captain  Liepor  has  been  mentioned.  And  now  the  “Chair- 
man of  the  Coiimiittoe"  of  the  Provisional  Government  pierfonns  the 
like  pleasant  ceremony,  by  which  Edward  Swanson  was  made  the  “law- 
ful husband,”  and  wddow  Carvin  the  truly  wedded  wife;  and  “enjoined 
to  live  together  as  such  lovingly.”  ddien  came  the  turn  of  James  Free- 
land and  widow  Maxwell,  Cornelius  Kiddle  to  Jane  Mulherrin,  and  John 
Tucker  to  Jenny  Herrod  or  Harod. 

Hood  used  to  amuse  himself  (if  he  did  not  others)  by  an  odd  play 
upon  these  names  and  unions,  [particularly  by  his  jumble  and  jingle  of 
, “ Kiddle  and  Mull— Mull- Herrin.” 

“Not  for  tho  siunnier  hour  alone, 

When  skies  ro-pplendent  shine, 

And  youth  and  plea.-^ure  fill  the  throne, 

Our  hearts  and  hands  we  t^Yine; 
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Bat  for  those  stern  and  wintry  days 
Of  peril,  pain,  and  fear, 

■V?‘hen  Heaven's  wise  discipline  doth  make 
This  earthly  journey  drear.” 

And  tlius  were  these  early  marriages  celebrated ; some  to  be  early  and 
"sadly  ended,  others  lovingly  to  continue  for  many  years  the  ^‘journey 
drear”  through  the  gloom,  until  brighter  days  did  dawn;  cheerful  and 
peaceful  at  the  close  for  some  who  had  spent  years  of  wearisome  days 
and  more  wearisome  nights,”  to  plant  this  garden  in  the  wilderness. 

Thus  cloth  the  ever-changing  course  of  things 
Run  a perpetual  circle — ever  turning.” 

lYe  have  a parchment  roll,  ^‘written  within  and  without.”  We  have 
been  presenting  the  list  of  deaths.  We  have  now  to  turn  the  other  side, 
with  a few  names  of  earliest  births. 

Chised  Donelson,  son  of  Capt.  John  Donelson  and  Mary  Purnell,  his 
wife — born  in  a half-faced  or  open  camp  near  Clover  Bottom,  June  22, 
1780.  Died  in  infancy. 

John  Saunders,  born  at  Mansker’s  Station.  He  became  sheriff  of 
Montgomery  county.  He  was  the  first  male  child  born  on  the  Cumber- 
land, who  grew  up  to  manhood. 

Anna  Wells,  born  near  same  time.  She  lived  to  be  grown,  to  marry, 
and  be  a mother.  Haywmod  says  she  was  the  first  female  child  born  in 
these  settlements. 

The  first  male  child  born  at  the  Bluff,  or  Nashville,  was  Felix  Robert- 
son, the  sixth  child  of  Col.  James  Robertson.  Born  January  11,  1781. 

This  first-born  of  our  city  yet  lives.  The  infant  of  .January,  1781,  is 
now  the  venerable  and  venerated  patriarch  of  1858- 

He  has  lived  to  see  the  grand  results  of  his  father’s  toils  and  suffer- 
ings, of  his  mother’s  faith  and  patience;  the  countless  and  incalcululde 
benefits  accruing  from  the  bravery  and  patriotism  and  wisdom  of  the 
associates  of  Bobertson  at  the  Cumberland  Stations. 

The  first  liviny  monument  erected,  he  remains  to  us  the  representa- 
tive man  of  the  worthies  of  another  age  and  century. 

“There  is  a time  to  be  born  and  a time  to  die,”  and  to  babes  there  is 
no  option;  time,  place,  an<l  parentage,  rest  with  others.  To  be  born  at 
all  is  an  event,  an  era  in  every  one’s  history.  'Jo  be  born  in  a quiet, 
happy  home,  is  cause  of  gratulati<m  and  rejoicing;  to  become  a “babe 
in  the  woods”  is  to  begin  as  an  infant  imitator  of  Him  who,  more  than 
eighteen  centuries  ago,  “ cried  in  the  wilderness.” 
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But  to  come  into  tlie  world  in  a canebrate,  ^‘¥/here  no  shelter  is/’ 
exposed  to  the  pelting  of  the  “pitiless  storms/’  to  chilling  frosts  or  burn- 
ing heat;  to  enter  the  struggles  of  life  in  the  midst  of  the  conhicts 
of  war;  to  begin,  not  as  “The  Child  of  the  Begiment/’  but  of  parents 
whose  ears  are  stunned  with  savage  'war-whoops,  and  when  at  every  mo- 
ment their  lives  are  exposed  to  the  Tndiaif  s tomahawk  and  scalping-knife, 
this  is  indeed  to  bo  “born  unto  troubles,”  aiid  into  ‘*a  world  of  troubles.” 

In  such  contingencies  w’cre  tliese  earliest  children  born.  In  such  an 
eventful  period  was  our  venerable  friend,  Doctor  Felix  Kobertson,  pre- 
sented to  his  parents  and  to  the  view  of  the  beleaguered  stationers' at  the 
Bliifi',  vrhere  is  now  tlie  city  of  Nashville  and  capital  of  Tennessee. 

Much  as  w'e  have  found  gratification  in  our  historical  researches,  and 
higlily  as  we  have  been  pleased  and  interested  in  tracing  the  incidents  in 
the  life  of  General  James  llobcrtson,  the  father,  we  have  been  rather 
induced  to  prepare  and  present  these  sketches  by  our  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  Dr.  Bobertson,  the  son,  Mhe  desire  that  ho  may  give  to  them  his 
approval,  before  it  may  be  too  late  to  secure  such  a sanction. 

But  it  is  not  the  “ Life  of  General  Bobertson”  alone  that  we  attempt 
to  write.  “The  times”  in  which  he  lived,  were  pregnant  with  great 
events.  Ilis  connection  with  tlu«e  events  and  the  men  of  those  times 
makes  it  necessary,  as  it  will  be  both  a duty  and  a pleasure,  to  speak  of 
many  other  men  of  distinguished  merit,  and  w'hose  names  and  services 
are  identified  with  the  early  history  of  hliddle  Tennessee. 

We  find  satisfaction  also  in  the  thought  that  there  are  lessons  in  the 
lives  of  these  early  settlers  worthy  the  study  and  imitation  of  all  who 
may  come  after  them.  Tliey  ])lantcd  in  hope,  though  in  the  midst  of 
dangers  and  harclslii}>s  seldom  endured.  We  have  peacefully  and  pros- 
perously entered  into  their  labors. 

To  all  our  young  men  we  say : 

“Look  up,  my  young  American! 

Stand  firmly  on  the  earth, 

Where  noble  deeds  and  mental  power 
Give  title  over  birth.” 
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C HAP  T Eli  VIII. 

1782.  ^ . - 

As  the  -winter  of  1781-2  approached  -with  rains,  sno-n^,  and  sleet,  ilie 
apprehension  of  destitution  and  siifiering  among  the  stationers  was  very 
great.  They  had  endured  much  in  the  two  years  of  settlement,  or  im- 
prisonment and  siege,  as  their  condition  may  more  properly  be  called. 
They  had  seen  the  majority  of  original  adventurers  depart;  they  had  seen 
yet  sadder  and  more  discouraging  siglits  .than  such  desertion  — a large 
proportion  of  their  small  band  stricken  down  and  savagely  mangled  by 
enemies  still  lurking  around  and  far  outnumbering  the  -whites.  They 
had  been  enabled  to  cultivate,  gather,  and  house  but  a small  supply  of 
provender  for  their  cattle,  or  food  for  themselves. 

Can  they  be  cheerful  and  liopcful  under  such  circumstances  ? Can 
they  deem  it  probable  they  will  be  enabled  to  hold  out  against  the  enemy? 
Indeed,  can  they  endure,  survive  the  hardships  of  another  winter? 
There  were  no  accessions  to  their  numbers.  Many  of  their  strong  men 
had  already  fallen  beneath  the  shot  of  the  rifle  and  the  blow  of  the  toma- 
hawk. Could  a more  gloomy  prospect  be  presented  ? Why  did  they 
not  depart  ? 

There  was  in  all  these  pioneers  a strange  contempt  of  hardships  and 
exposures,  a fearlessness,  love  of  adventure,  and  determined  persever- 
ance which  coiLstituted  them  peculiar  cla.ss  of  people.’^ 

The  more  than  Spartan  band  which  now  remained  could  have  no 
expectation  of  other  emigrants,  unless  there  should  occur  some  decidedly 
favorable  event  in  the  progress  of  the  American  rtevolution ; some  con- 
ciliation of  savage  enmity,  or  tlie  proof  they  should  give  of  ability  to 
sustain  themselves  in  position,  despite  of  all  surrounding  obstacles  and 
assaults,  and  all  the  feebleness  and  de.stitution  within. 

They  determined  to  try  it  yet  longer.  TTiey  had,  in  an  abundant 
measure,  the  gift  of  persevt' ranee.  IMany  are  the  evidences  we  have 
found  of  a prevailirig  confidence  in  an  all-j^ervadinj  Providence ; and 
that  there  must  have  beeu  in  their  minds,  perhaps  unconsciously  to  them- 
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selves,  tlie  impression  that  they  were  destined  to  such  hardships/^  and 
to  abide  in  their  lot”  was  duty  and  wisdom.  Certainly  all  men  have 
not  such  faith,  resignation  and  endurance. 

. As  we  have  intimated,  the  severities  and  perils  of  another  winter  were 
now  to  be  endured  or  tried.  What  few  cattle  the  stationers  had  remain- 
ing were  not  in  the  best  condition  to  resist  cold  weather,  snow,  and  rain ; 
and  the  only  shelter,  or  the  best,  they  found  beneath  the  cedars.  True, 
some  of  these  afforded  very  good  protection,  the  thick  branches  hanging 
down  to  the  ground  on  every  side. 

“A  slcet’^  (during  the  fall  or  in  the  winter)  was  of  astonishing  magnifi- 
cence. ^ It  gave  the  forests  a brilliancy  and  beauty  such  as  none  of  these 
people  had  ever  before  witnessed.  They  gazed  upon  it  with  wonder  and 
admiration.  They  had  seen  the  earth,  trees,  shrubs,  and  plants  covered 
with  ice  elsewhere,  but  such  a glory  as  this  they  had  never  beheld. 

There  were  leaves  lingering  on  the  \trees  of  the  forest  to  an  unusually 
late  season,  seemingly  with  the  purpose  of  contributing  to  the  grandeur 
of  this  display.  The  cedars  were  rich  in  green,  and  many  a vine  rejoiced 
in  graceful  curves  and  festoons  through  the  branches  and  to  the  lofty 
tree-tops.  All,  all  were  encased  in  ice,  as  in  the  most  transparent  glass. 

There  was  a weight  of  glory,  beneath  w’hich  the  beautiful  forest  grace- 
fully, if  not  thankfully,  bent  to  the  very  earth.  Limbs  of  tall  forest  trees 
turned  themselves  downward,  that  the  beholders  might  see  what  riches 
they  bore  on  every  arm — ^jewelled  were  they  all. 

When  the  sun  arose  in  its  brightne.ss,  and  wdthout  a cloud,  casting  its 
beams  upon  the  scene,  the  beholder  exclaimed;  “IIow^  beautiful!  How 
surpassingly  grand  1”  The  brow"  of  that  central  elevation  was  more 
res2>lendent  than  any  crown  sparkling  with  jewels.  It  wais  there  all 
brilliancies  were  in  rivalry.  From  the  mighty  forest  east  of  the  river, 
from  the  north  and  the  south,  there  were  contributions  of  loveliness, 
until  on  tliat  Capitol  Hill  the  brightest  of  heavenly  radiance  concentred, 
as  though  beauty  in  natural  scenery  had  gone  “from  glory  to  glorv^,'”  and 
w"as  piled  up  to  the  heights  of  cele.stial  splendor. 

“The  eastern  horizon  is  radiant  and  bright, 

And  the  hill-tops  are  bathed  in  a halo  of  light.” 

On  every  limb,  sprig,  loaf,  there  were  diamonds,  (and  all  of  imrest  ■ 
icater.')  There  were  gems  of  richest  hues  pendent  on  every  vine.  !Mil- 
lions  and  millions  of  jewels  sparkled  and  trembled  in  this  world  of  light — 
acorruscant  lustre  on  every  side.  The  brightness  of  the  heaven  <\f 
heavens  seemed  to  onrieli  the  earth  ; miniature  stars  were  set  in  this 
earthly  crown;  they  trembled  witli  their  burning  light.  It  was  a fiamCj 
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a sea,  a flood,  a heaven  of  light,  lustre,  and  loveliness  spread  out  and  over 
all,  to 

“Shine  forth  its  ^Maker’s  praise. 

A glorious  mirror,  where  the  Almighty’s  form 
Glasses  itself  in  jewelled  lighti” 

^‘Coine  and  see  the  works  of  God,  who  inaketh  the  outgoings  of  the 
morning  and  evening  to  rejoice." 

But,  after  such  a display  of  beauty,  such  a lavish  profusion  of  bright- 
ness, could  there  come  darkness  and  desolation  ? Even  so.  The  south 
wind  blew,  the  dark  storm-clouds  gathered,  the  beating  rains  came  down, 
and  the  splendor  of  the  morning  was  gone;  the  forest  nymphs  were 
robbed  of  their  jewels.  ‘‘The  glory  had  departed."  The  perfumed 
Naiad  of  the  South  had  hastened  to  bedeck  herself  with  diamonds;  she 
breathed  upon  them,  they  melted,  and  were  absorbed  in  her  own  bosom 
of  essences. 

But  anon  old  Boreas,  “blustering  railer,"  the  storm-king  of  the  north, 
came  down ; bitterness  was  in  his  breath,  rigidity  in  his  features,  and  he 
put  forth  his  ice-cold  hands  to  clasp  and  chili  whatsoever  had  warmth 
and  freshne.ss  in  it.  His  rule  began ; he  triumphed  now. 

Winter  maintained  its  rule,  and  with  small  relaxation.  “In  dead 
earnest"  it  “held  on  to  the  bitter  end."  "Within  the  forts  the  people 
were  in  safety  and  with  warmth  enough;  but  they  were  under  necessity 
often  to  go  forth  into  the  forests  to  hunt,  and  no  peril  could  be  so  imminent 
as  wholly  to  deter  them  from  killing  wild  game.  Their  mode  of  hunting 
was  not  the  chase,  but  fhe  still  .hunt,  or  by  watching  at  the  licks;  dan- 
gerous both. 

The  attacks  upon  the  settlements  had  been  so  frequent  during  the  past 
year,  and  such  destruction  committed  by  the  Indians  and  wild  beasts, 
that  the  supply  of  provisions  was  small  indeed.  A most  anxious  concern 
was  expressed  by  heads  of  families.  They  resolved  to  guard  most  sedu- 
, _ lously  against  all  waste.  It  required  little  time  or  examiruition  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  of  their  stores,  and  to  pronounce  them  inadecpiate,  unless 
used  with  economy.  Resort  continued  to  be  had  to  the  river  for  fish 
and  to  the  forests  for  game,  but  to  obtain  either  was  alike  attended  with 
danger.  There  might  be  a murderous  Indian  in  ambush  near. 

The  people  were  in  crowded  quarters;  their  spirits  chafed  at  this  con- 
finement. They  were  at  peace  among  themsclve.'^,  but  the  fire  burned  in 
the  bosoms  of  many  towards  the  beings  who  caused  them  so  much  anxietv,  ^ 
privation,  and  suffering.  ISome  were  anxious  to  go  forth  and  hunt 
Indians  or  buffaloes,  they  cared  not  which,  though  we  believe  they  would 
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hare  preferred  tlie  biped  to  the  quadruped.  The  Trarliko  spirit  would 
have  been  allowed  its  gratification  had  there  been  ammunition  to  supply 
those  willing  to  go  on  such  excursions^  and  yet  have  a supply  in  reserve 
at  the  stations. 

Vrolf  and  turkey-pens  were  built,  and  snares  and  dead-fails  for  rabbits 
and  squirrels.  Sometimes  a life  was  lost  in  visiting  these  traps.' 

A colloquy  has  been  related,  the  substance  of  which  we  will  use. 

Frequent  remarks  were  made  about  these  early  stations  being  deserted; 
the  departure  of  so  many  of  ^’the  original  adventurers;”  queries  whether 
they  ^‘went  farther  and  fared  better;”  and  whether  many  of  them  would 
not,  ere  long,  gladly  return.  In  their  pent-up  condition,  all  such  topics 
were  frequently  introduced  into  the  evening’s  conversation.  Again  and 
again  they  asked  each  other  the  question,  ^‘Are  we  strong  enough  to  main- 
tain our  position?”  The  conclusion  was,  ^‘Better  able  to  stay  than  to 
depart.”  Our  strengtli  is  to  sit  still,”  said  Hood,  quoting  (as  he  asserted) 
Scripture. 

^‘No,”  said  Ewin,  ‘^move  as  if  you  had  the  legs  of  a centipede,  and 
as  many  hands  as  legs,  and  as  many  eyes  as  legs  and  hands  together.” 

The  idea  was  to  make  a show  of  being  numerous  and  strong,  active 
and  watchful. 

“ Why  are  we  here  ? Is  there  any  purpose  in  it,  other  than  to  eat 
bear-meat,  buffalo,  and  venison,  or  to  give  ourselves,  our  wives  and  children, 
a sacrifice  to  a savage  foe  ?” 

The  answer  was,  “ We  are  the  advance-guard  of  American  civilization; 
we  are  no  longer  the  slaves  of  foreign  despotism.  ^Ve  were  compelled  to 
flee  from  tyranny,  and  have  found  liberty  in  the  wilderness  which  God  had 
prepared  for  the  strong,  the  brave,  and  the  free.  Xo  Tryon  can  domineer 
over  us  here.  King’s  Mountain  is  an  offset  to  Alamance.  Who  knows 
but  we  are  to  be  the  ‘forlorn  hope’  of  the  great  army  of  patriots,  ^set  for 
the  rising  or  falling  of  many?’  ” said  our  theological  commentator,  “the 
said  Hood,”  as  Andrew  Ewin  named  him. 

The  result  of  all  these  discu.-^sions,  however  often  renewed,  was,  that 
“this  land  was  to  be  subdued,  those  solitary  places  to  be  made  glad,  and 
this  desert,  ere  long,  bl('>som  as  the  rose.” 

“If  we  fail,”  was  the  remark  of  some  one,  “it  must  never  be  from 
cowardice,”  and  this  sentiment  was  in  eveiy  heart.  Ble<lsoe  often  said, 
“If  we  perish  here,  others  will  he  sure  to  como,  either  to  avenge  our 
death  or  to  accompli."h  what  wo  have  begun.  If  they  find  not  our  grave.s 
or  our  scattered  bones,  they  may  revere  our  memories,  and  publish  to  the 
ages  to  come  that  we  deserved  a hettiu*  fate.’’ 

Robertson  always  insisted  that  “these  rich  and  beautiful  lands  were 
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not  designed  to  be  giren  up  to  savages  and  wild  beasts.  The  God  of 
creation  and  providence  had  nobler  purposes  in  view/^ 

The  two  Dutclimen,  Mansker  and  Stump,  united  in  the  avowal, 
sure  we  comes  to  stay.”  Eaton  swore  that  bis  station  was  on  the  right 
side  of  the  Cumberland.  Virginians  can’t  back  out.*  They  had  all 
‘^followed  in  the  footsteps  of  that  illustrious  predecessor,”  Thomas'Sharp 
Spencer,  the  discovery  of  whose  enormous  tracks,  near  where  Eaton 
built  his  station,”  so  much  astonished  and  alarmed  the  French  hunters, 
as  related  by  Haywood. 

Spencer  was  of  that  class  of  adventurers  who  ‘Hake  no  steps  back- 
ward.” It  was  not  therefore  the  fear  of  an  enemy  that  restrained  these 
men  from  “military  expeditions,  (in  a small  way,) — from  extended  hunt- 
ing excursions — or  that  could  make  them  discuss  the  question  of  “ hold- 
ing on  or  giving  up.”  The  meagre  stock  of  powder  and  lead  was  an  Item 
in  ever}-'  debate  and  decision.  The  less  there  were  of  these,  the  more 
were  they  considered.  Tlie  caution  of  every  man,  and  woman  too,  was, 
to  those  who  went  forthwith  gun  in  hand,  “Take  sure  aim;  don’t  fire 
unless  you  can  kill.  Make  every  load  bring  down  an  Indian  or  a buck,” 

Colonel  Kobertson  made  a careful  examination  into  the  supplies.  The 
necessity  of  strictest  economy  was  evident,  and  all  were  disposed  to  accept 
the  caution  of  Colonel  Ptobertson  and  others  of  the  “ Committee  of  Govern- 
ment.” 

Ample  time  was  now  allowed  for  the  dressing  of  buffalo,  deer,  and  bear- 
skins. Peltries  had  accumulated  until  it  could  truly  be  said  “they  had 
not  where  to  bestow  tln^ir  goods”  of  this  sort.  There  was  an  odd  remark 
of  “the  said  Hood,”  which  we  may  give  in  this  connection,  though  little 
worth,  except  to  show  the  mind  of  the  man,  and  the  license  taken  in  his 
commentaries,  only  adding,  they  were  generally  kindly  received,  coming 
from  “such  an  odd  fellow.” 

• He  remarked,  “I  am  better  dressed  than  that  man  who  ‘cried  in  the 
wilderness  before  me;’  he  had  but  ‘a  leathern  girdle,’  I am  doubly 
skinned  all  over.” 

In  the  operation  of  “dressing  skins,”  the  hrains  the  animal  were  an 
almost  indispensable  emollient.  Its  mucilaginous  nature  is  still  regnrded 
by  hunters  as  superior  to  any  other  appliance  for  such  purpose.  It  gives 
a pleasant,  pliable  texture  to  the  skin,  so  that  they  may  have  “a  velvety 
feeling,”  and  be  “agreeable  to  the  person  when  made  into  dresses.” 
And  many  of  the  deer-skins  thus  dresscl  were  made  into  vests,  pants, 
and  even  sliirts,  to  be  worn  next  to  the  person,  as  well  as  into  the  common 


■*  Eaton  considered  the  settlers  west  of  the  river  as  in  Carolina. 
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^^hunting-shirts/’  as  outside  covering.  These  “ hunting-shirts/’  vrith 
^‘leggins”  and  moclcasons/’  (us  the  pioneers  always  spelled  that  cover- 
ing for  the  feet”  which  is  now  known  by  the  word  “ /noemsi'/?.”)  and  the 
cap  of  coon-skin,  fox^  or  hare,  constituted  the  entire  and  ample  wardrobe 
of  many  a stationer,  and  ancestor  of  persons  who  now-a-day  “dress  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,”  and  “ fare  suinj)tuously”  everyday,  rjlving  no  thanks, 
and  forgetful  of  their  forefathers,  “ who  lived  on  chipped  venison  and  har- 
meat,”  “asking  a blessirig  and  returning  of  thanks.” 

“The  said  Hood  remarked  one  day  to  some  fellows  who  were  ^ kick- 
ing up  a fuss,  that  they  had  nothing  to  eat,’  how  unlike  they  were  to 
Jeshurun,  who  did  n’t  kick  until  he  was  full  and  waxed  fat.” 

“He  was  a lean  Jelloio  himself,  and  with  his  two,  or  ‘double  skins/ 
made  an  awkwartl  figure  in  person,  as  he  was  otherwise  odd.  He  wore  a 
long  ‘hunting-shirt,  all  ruffied  down  before,’  and  with  strips  of  leather  as 
fringes  all  around  the  borders.” 

For  moccasins,  buffalo-skin  was  preferred.  The  dressed  buffalo-hides 
were  highly  prized  as  substitutes  for  woollen  blankets.  T\"ith  such  a 
wrapping,  several  persons  could  lie  together  upon  the  ground  and  keep 
warm  in  winter,  and  keep  dry  in  the  rain.  When  parties  went  out  to 
hunt,  they  usually  took  with  them  some  “pack-horses,”  and  on  these  one 
or  more  buffalo-robes,  according  to  the  number  of  hunters  in  company. 
They  asked  no  other  covering  or  shelter ; and  then, 

“To  tread  on  the  dry  leaf, 

And  not  crush  it ; 

^ To  handle  the  ritle, 

.\nd  not  rust  it ; 

Preserve  safe  your  powder, 

And  not  damp  it ; 

To  pierce  with  the  eye, 

And  not  wink  it ; 

Shoot  at  the  bounding  deer, 

And  not  miss  it,” 

this  was  the  hunter's  art  and  hunter’s  pride.  We  should  be  suspected 
of  “wild  romancing”  were  wc  to  ndnte  the  hundredth  “hunters’  varn” 
which  wc  have  heard.  A single  .‘'pecinieri  may  suffice  : it  is  of  Castleman, 
one  of  the  best  marksmen  and  spies,  where  all  were  eminent  in  this 
science  and  practice. 

“Castleman  fired,  girdled  a white  oak,  nicked  the  epidermis  of  an 
Indian’s  back,  knockcl  over  a catamount,  brought  down  a flock  of  turkeys 
from  the  tree -tops,  laid  out  a buffalo,  blazed  a section  of  land,  split 
enough  boards  to  cover  a shanty/’  and,  said  he,  “if  I fired  more  than 
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once,  you  may  say  I wasted  time  and  ammunition,  and  am  now  wasting 
breath, 

Stump  used  to  add,  that  ^^he  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  hill,  and  hid 
himself,  knowing  Castleman  could  shoot  all  round  it.’^ 

It  seems  strange  to  us,  but  the  old  stationers  who  passed  through  these 
perilous  scenes  of  Indian  warfare  have  often  declared  that  “they  en- 
joyed themselves  well,  and  had  many  amusements,  notwithstanding  what 
were  or  are  called  privations  and  sufferings. Sufficient  explorations 
had  been  made  to  satisfy  them  that  the  country  was  rich  and  very  desira- 
ble for  permanent  homes.  They  preferred  it  to,  the  Watauga  and  the 
Holston. 

The  Colonies  have  cast  off  fear  of  the  king,  and  restrainethall  further 
prayer  to  him,’'  said  the  said  Hood,”  “ and  Kobertson  is  in  George’s  stead.” 
They  could  not  assign  the  limits  to  the  war  for  Independence,  but 
here  they  had  no  thought  that  a king  would  ever  again  rule  over  them ; 
their  warfare  was  only  with  Indians  and. wild  beasts  in  the  boundless 
forests  of  America.  Here  they  felt,  talked,  and  acted  as  freemen:  they 
could  be  nothing  else,  they  would  be  nothing  less.  Whenever  they  could 
avail  themselves  of  any  channel  of  communication  with  friends  in  Caro- 
lina or  Virginia,  they  sent  to  them  the  most  favorable  accounts  of  the 
country.  They  gave  glowing  descriptions  of  its  soil  and  forests,  and  of 
the  droves  of  buffalo,  herds  of  deer  and  other  game  — reasoning  well, 
that  where  there  were  such  inducements,  the  certainty  of  trouble  from 
the  Indians  would  not  deter  all  from  coming.  They  had  learned  that  by 
resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  Xorth  Carolina,  liberal  grants  of  “bounty- 
lands  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Continental  line”  had  been  made,  and 
wefe  confident  that  many  of  those  grants  would  be  located  here ; there- 
fore they  looked  for  emigrants.  The  State  of  Virginia  also  had  made 
similar  grants.  Surveyors,  and  land-hunters,  and  game-hunters  enter- 
tained most  favorable  opinions  of  the  country  near  the  mouths  of  the 
Cumberland,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio ; and  in  those  regions  large  bodies  of 
land  were  taken  up  by  military  land-warrants. 

This  was  used  as  an  argument  by  leading  men  at  these  Cumberland 
Stations,  to  encourage  themselves  and  their  av^sociates  in  the  resolution  to 
hold  possession  here  to  the  last  extremity.  They  would  not  always  be 
the  advanced-post  and  the  furthest  off  from  civilization.  There  were, 
indeed,  some  who  had  already  g'^im  to  the  “ regions  beyond.”  Some  of 
their  own  fritmds  and  early  adventurers  had  gone  to  “ tlie  Xatchez”  and 
“the  Illim/is.”  Now  let  us  semi  back  across  the  mountains  the  cry, 
“Come  over  and  help  us  !” 

“ Buffalo-tongues  and  bear  meat,  saddles  of  venison  and  ffit  turkeys, 
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tempt  them  to  come."''  Better  men,  however,  were  needed  than  such 
as  were  actuated  by  the  cravings  of  the  gourmand. 

The  result  of  the  battle  of  King’s  Mountain  was,  in  many  respects, 
encouraging  and  beneficial  to  the  American  cause.  Those  by  whom  it 
was  gained  were  the  acquaintances  and  personal  friends  of  many  of  the 
leading  men  here,  and  there  were  no  more  hearty  rejoicings  in  ail  the 
Confederacy  than  there  were  among  these ‘^beleaguered  and  bedevilled 
pioneers,”  If  there  was  any  growing  indifierenee  among  the  western 
adventurers  for  the  success  of  the  great  American  cause,  this  victory 
over  Ferguson  and  tlic  Tories  changed  that  into  a burning  patriotism. 

“If  they  can  whip  the  British  and  Tories  there,  we  can  whip  the 
Indians  h«’c.  We  are  greatly  enfeebled  by  the  departure  of  so  many  of 
our  associates,  but  they  may  be  called  to  a better  service  elsewhere  ; but 
stay  some  of  us  will.” 

Such  expressive  phrases  as  these:  “our  country,”  instead  of  “the 
King’s  country;”  “we,  the  people,”  and  not  “the  subjects  of  his 
3Iajesty;”  “our  Constitutions,  rights,  and  liberties,”  instead  of  the  ‘-Acts 
of  Parliament,”  had  now  become  household-words  in  the  stations  on  the 
Cumberland.  And  the  power  of  England  arrayed  against  these  back- 
woodsmen alone  could  not  have  conquered  and  made  them  loyal  subjects 
again. 

Some  did  go  to  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes,  but  to  aid  or  sustain  the 
victory  of  Clarke  over  Hamilton,  and  to  magnify  the  honors  of  the  “ Old 
Dominion.”  Some  did  proceed  to  Natchez,  hut  “they  rose  against  the 
Spaniards,”  they  adhered  to  the  Americans.  And  when  their  liberties 
were  threatened,  they  traversed  the  Indian  wilderness,  and  returned  to 
the  Cumberland  to  encouraum  the  hearts  and  strengthen  the  handts  of 
patriots  here.  Thus  came  Hines  and  Turnbull  and  Alston  and  others, 
who  again  found  homes  and  service  and  honors  and  resting  graves  in 
3Iississippi. 

When,  late  in  the  fall  or  winter,  there  was  a renewal,  by  a few,  of  the 
suggestion  to  depart,  the  matt^w  was  soon  ended  by  the  condition  of  the 
waters,  and  the  want  of  conveyances  either  by  water  or  by  land. 

As  Colonel  Bnbertson  had  succeeded  in  a treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Chickasaws  this  year,  the  danger  of  interruption  from  the  tribe  of  Indians 
by  whose  acknowledged  territory  emigrants  by  water  must  pass,  was  now 
removed.  But  the  heavens  had  not  furnished  water. 
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CIIAPTEE  IX. 

1782. 

The  heart  of  Colonel  Fiobertson  and  the  hearts  of  these  patriotic  ^^out- 
siders’^  were  made  glad  by  the  news  they  received  of  the  victory  gained 
by  their  friends  and  acquaintances,  Mayhew,  Sevier,  and  Shelb}’,  at 
Monk’s  Corner.  They  rejoiced  in  the  defeat  of  the  Hessians  and  Tories 
there,  though  it  would  certainly  increase  the  troubles  upon  these  borders, 
by  driving  desperate  men  into  the  Indian  nations,  whence  they  them- 
selves would  make  forays,  or  excite  the  savages  to  do  so,  upon  the  weak 
and  exposed  stations. 

Ere  long  these  stationers  heard  of  the  battle  of  Eutaw,  and  of  the  sur- 
render-of  Cornwallis.  And  they  were  informed  that  the  Tories  were 
covered  with  dismay,  and  many  of  them  driven  to  desperation.  The 
names  of  Tories  were  published  and  transmitted  from  one  Vigilance 
Committee  to  another,  and  from  State  to  State.  The  Whigs  were  confi- 
dent of  triumph,  and  perhaps  were  somewhat  harsh  and  severe  in  treat- 
ment of  those  of  their  fellow-citizens  who  had  acted  with  the  enemy. 
As  it  was,  ^'gTeat  numbers  of  them  took  shelter  among  the  Cherokees, 
and  threatened  to  avenge  themselves  for  real  or  imaginary  WTongs  when- 
ever opportunities  should  offer.’’ 

It  was  at  this  time  that  “Colonel  Pickens  requested  Colonel  Sevier  to 
moJce  the  hnUans  drive  them  out  of  the  coiuitri/.”  Sevier  had  a very 
willing  mind  for  any  such  a service,  and  in  several  of  his  incursions  into 
the  Indian  country  he  captured  some  of  these  refugees  and  desperadoes, 
and  “discharged  them  from  the  limbs  of  wliito-oaks  and  chinc;ipins.” 
But  the  horrors  of  border  warfare  were  greath^’  aggravated  b}*  the  successes 
of  the  di.sciplined  troops  within  the  States. 

A few  persons  known  to  have  been  Tories,  or  of  very  equivocal  cha- 
racter, came  to  the  Cumberlaml  settlements,  depres.'cd  in  spirits,  truly 
desirous  of  exemption  from  further  suspicion,  and  fu*'(hcr  participation 
in  strife  and  warfare.  They  knew  that  to  create  division  and  contention 
among  the  few  settlers  here  would  have  exposed  them  all  to  destruction 
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by  tlie  savages.  Therefore  they  expressed  a williDgness,  and  in  some 
instances  an  anxiety to  be  permitted  to  act  with  the  Americans  and  to  be- 
come good  citizens.  Perliaps  most  of  those  who  came  here  had  intended 
to  pass  on  dowm  the  Cumberland,  and  find  a retreat  in  a yet  more  distant 
wilderness.  The  difhcultles  and  dangers  attending  the  farther  progress 
by  land  or  water  arrested  some  here,  at  least  for  a time.  Some  took  the 
oath  of  abjuration  and  fidelity. 

As  we  intimated  at  the  close  of  the  previous  chapter,  the  river  was 
too  low  for  floats  or  rafts  j and  such  slow  navigation  would  have  been 
attended  with  the  greatest  peril.  The  wdnter  had  set  in ; the  season  was 
unfavorable  to  emigration  by  water  or  by  land.  Stay,  therefore,  they 
must,  until  “sl  more  convenient  season.”  Some  remained,  with  secret  or 
avowed  intention  to  depart  in  the  spring.  Relatives  and  friends  had 
preceded  them,  and  in  dreams  they  were  beckoned  to  follow,”  said  some 
to  Colonel  Robertson.  ‘‘  They  liave,  then,  probably  gone  to  that  ‘ bourne 
whence  no  traveller  returns.^  ” Dreams  continued  to  disturb  the  sleep 
of  some  of  the  good  women  whose  near  relatives  and  friends  were  afar 
oflT;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  some  “stout-hearted  men”  could  be 
influenced  by  their  wives  and  tlieir  dreams. 

Colonel  Robertson  was  accustomed  to  call  this  “our  promised  land,” 
and  his  wife  would  sometimes  add,  “the  promised  land  ought  to  insure 
rest  to  its  inhabitants.”  Mrs.  Jennings  would  patiently  say,  “ Our  rest 
will  be  in  the  grave ; not  here,  but  hereafter ; not  upon  earth,  only  in 
heaven.”  There  were  here  &onie  women  of  faith  and  prayer;  they 
greatly  cheered  and  comforted  their  husbands  and  others  in  sorest  trials. 
Many  and  marvellous  were  the  instances  of  wisdom,  endurance,  and 
bravery  exhibited  by  these  ‘'  pioneer  women  of  the  West.”  We  could 
name  many  a man  who,  in  those  desperate  times  and  most  destitute 
circumstances,  could  truly  ((uote  Shakspeare,  (as  they  learned  it  from 
Sampson  Williams,  or  some  one  else,)  wlien  speaking  of  his  wife,  “my 
woman,” — 

“She  is  mine  own  ; 

And  I as  rich  in  having  sucli  a jewel, 

As  twenty  seas,  if  all  thoir  sand  were  pearl. 

The  water  nectar,  and  the  rocks  pure  gold.” 


It  will  be  our  duty  and  p.leasiirc  to  “pay  our  respects”  to  some  of  these 
worthy  wmmen,  either  in  the  progress  or  at  the  end  of  our  more  imme- 
diate narration. 

The  “ families”  of  tlie  RhaL"'oes,  Shelhys,  and  of  some  others  of  the 
pioneers  of  1779-80,  were  not  yet  here.  As  Mrs.  Brown  wiseh'  and 
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wittily  remarked,  ‘^Husbands  and  sweethearts  sometimes  endeayored  to 
bide  themselves  in  the  vdlderuess,  but  they  were  sure  to  ‘ blaze  the  vray'’ 
for  us  to  follow.  They  knew  that  such  solitary  places  could  not  be  glad, 
nor  such  deserts  blossom,  without  the  roses” 

“The  "world  was  sad,  the  garden  was  a wild, 

And”  these  hunters  “sighed  till  woman  smiled.” 

“Very  few  females  wmre  here  in  1781,”  says  Hayvmod.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  more  just  to  say,  the  proportion  of  females  was  large.  It  was 
more  toilsome  and  perilous  for  them,  with  their  ‘“olive-plants,”  to  be 
transported  and  transplanted  into  such  a distant  wilderness  than  can  well 
be  conceived  by  persons  at  the  present  day.  But,  as  Ewin  used  to  say, 
“those  who  were  here  were  like  rays  of  sunshine  through  a cloudy  skv.’' 

“4Ye  need  such  ministering  angels,”  said  llobcrtson,  to  which  we 
imagine  Sampson  IVilliams  would  have  replied,  had  Walter  Scott  pub- 
lished Marmion  “as  soon  as  he  "was  born,”  by  quoting — 

“0  Woman,  in  our  hours  of  ease 
Uncertain,  coy,  and  hard  to  please; 

AVhen  pain  and  anguisli  wring  the  brow, 

A ministering  angel  thou.” 

But,  being  somewhat  in  trouble  and  querulous,  some  one  ci[uoted  and 
interpolated  from  an  older  and  more  sublime  poet : 

“Angels,  contented  with  their  joya  in  heaven, 

Seek  not  to  toil  with  men." 

And  we  must  add  our  comment  upon  this  quotation  : if  this  a.ssertion 
of  the  poet  is  true,  then  one  of  the  virtues  in  “Paradise  Lost”  was  here 
“regained.”  The  women  claimed  it  as  their  right  to  aid  the  men;  their 
prerogative  to  care  for  the  sick  and  the  wounded ; thesr  happiness  to 
cheer  the  husbands  and  “nurse  their  babies  and  this  they  did  “through 
wearisome  days  and  more  wearisome  nights”  for  long,  long  years.  For 
this  they  then  were  entitled  to  ami  did  receive  the  praise  of  men  ; for 
this  they  are  entitled  to  lasting  “fame.”  If  Milton’s  auirels  would  not 
have  “done  likewise,”  our  pioneer  women  were  “better  than  they:”  they 
had  aptness  for  every  good  work. 

Instances  have  boon  mentioned  where  such  women  participated,  not 
only  in  all  the  outdoor  labor  of  tlio  men,  but  shouldered  their  musket, 
stood  guard,  pounded  the  homi/n/,  cooked  the  victuals,  washed  dhhes, 
cleaned  house,  and  “wont  a-visiting,”  witli  an  infant  sitting  on  the  hip, 
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or  strapped  to  tlie  slioulders,  after  the  fashion  of  the  squaws  with  their 
pappooses. 

If  God  made  the  angels  to  enjoy  their  happiness  in  lieaven,  he  made 
women  to  find  their  happiness  in  trials,  toils,  duties,  and  sufi'eriugs  on 
earth,  and  therefore  may  they  bo  exalted  a little  higher  than  the  angels 
in  the  world  to  come.  Faith,  tliat  works  by  love  for  the  weal  of  others, 
must  purify  the  heart  of  the  believer  and  worker.  For  these  there  are 
crowns  of  glory  laid  up — kept  in  reserve:  vre  hear  of  none  such  “in 
store'^  for  any  other  angels. 

Some  of  these  were  women  of  prayer,  and  would  gladly  have  taught 
the  heathen  the  way  of  peace  and  nevniess  of  life,  in  obedience  to 
Emmanuel.  They  did  “remember  the  Sabbath-day,^’  but  they  would 
not  claim  to  have  kept  it  holy  • they  did  read  and  love  the  Bible,  but 
they  wished  for  the  living  ministry.  It  is  recorded  to  the  credit  of  all, 
both  men  and  women,  that  they  recognized  a Divine  and  superintending 
Providence,  and  the  religion  of  the  Bible — the  Protestant  religion. 

There  were  sinners  among  them,  profane  swearers,  wicked  and  ungodly 
men;  and  there  came,  in  an  “undue  time,”  ‘‘fallen  angels.”  As  else- 
where, so  here  : in  tlie  motions  and  commotions  of  society,  scum  and 
dregs  will  appear.  , “ Sic — sick/'  said  the  moralist  upon  one  occasion. 
Sic,  thus  it  has  been  with  other  communities — sick,  diseased  members  in 
them — and  here."^ 

There  was,  however,  a pervading  religious  sentiment,  a consciousness 
that  all  men  are  sinners,  that  a change  of  heart  and  life  was  needed  by 
all,  and  that  to  effect  such  a change,  a power  superior  to  what  any  one 
could  bring  to  bear  upon  liim^olf,  or  on  others,  was  needed.  But,  as  a 
general  sentiment,  they  dreadt'd  rather  than  desired  to  feel  that  power. 
Strangely  they  wished,  yet  liated,  to  undergo  the  change. 

There  was  a feverish  state  of  mind  in  all  these  pioneer  settlements,  a 
nervousness  of  spirit  and  body,  originating,  no  doubt,  from  their  long- 
continued  and. peculiar  circunistances,  which,  in  after  years,  became 
intense  and  uncontrollal.tle.  In  the  long  Indian  wars,  their  perils,  the 
uncertainty  of  their  condition,  with  eyes  and  cars  strained,  and  ever  wide 
awake  for  the  sight  or  cry  of  “Imlians,”  the  whole  system,  physical  and 
mental,  was  kept  at  greate.'t  tension.  Working  togctlier  with  this  there 
was  a consciousness,  a moral  conviction,  that  “all  was  not  woll”  with 
them  in  concerns  of  infinite  ami  everlasting  importance.  In  the  time  of 
“the  Great  Ptcvival,”  some  jk  rsons  wlio  had  passed  through  the  long 
Indian  wars  acknowledged  that  they  liad  for  years  more  dread  of  being 
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brought  under  the  conYcrtirig  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  than  they 
vrould  have  had  if  suddenly  aroused  from  midnight  slumbers  by  the  veil 
of  savages  within  their  cabins. 

We  have  alluded  to  one  very  considerable  supply  of  food  which  the 
settlers  had  gathered  from  the  forests.  In  all  the  woods  near  the  various 
stations  there  were  many  black  and  white  walnut  trees,  hickory-nut  trees, 
of  the  large  and  small  kind,  and  upon  the  ridges  or  highlands  chestnuts. 
These  nuts  were  usually  found  in  great  abundance;  they  were  gathert‘d, 
not  only  in  baskets  and  sacks,  but  even  by  cart-loads,  and  taken  to  the 
forts  to  be  “hulled,’Mioused,  and  dried.  In  the  long  winter  eveuinns 
there  was  general  cracking  of  nuts'^  and  cracking  of  jokes  around 
the  rousing  fires. 

During  this  winter,  of  1781-2,  the  stationers,^’  as  they  called  them- 
selves, enjoyed,  comparatively,  a quiet  time.  They  were  indeed  a little 
band,  and  avoided  exposure,  insomuch  that  few  were  fired  on  by  the 
Indians.  In  fiict,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  if  hostile  Indians  came 
into  the  Cumberland  region  during  the  entire  winter,  they  were  not  in 
such  force  as  to  venture  an  attack  upon  the  forts  in  which  the  whites 
were  assembled.  The  spies,  however,  knew  that  there  were  Indians 
skulking  in  the  neighborhood,  and  they  kept  the  ‘‘stationers'’  duly 
advised  of  dangers.  The  supplying  of  the  cattle  with  food  caused  no 
little  anxiety  and  hazard.  Green  cane  was  cut  down,  and  packed  in  places 
where  it  could  be  conveniently  and  safely  fed  out  to  the  cows  and  calves. 
Although  ill  the  act  of  cutting  and  hauling  cane  there  was  much  imise 
made,  and  consequently  exposure  to  a lurking  foe,  yet  some  of  the  owners 
preferred  to  risk  their  own  lives  in  this  way  to  the  hazard  of  having  tlicir 
cattle  killed  or  driven  off  by  the  Indians,  or  die  of  hunger. 

As  the  winter  was  passing  away,  the  people  adventured  out,  and  to  greater 
distances.  In  these  excursions  they  discovered  many  signs  of  Indians. 
Whites  and  Indians  had  fired  at  each  other  through  the  cane. 

1782.  In  February,  as  John  Tucker  and  Joseph  Hendricks  were 
returning  by  the  path  from  Freeland’s  Station  to  the  Bluft',  they  were 
fired  upon  when  near  the  Sulphur  Spring,  and  each  of  them  had  an  arm 
broken.  The  Indians  attempted  to  ‘‘head  them,”  and  it  was  with  ditfi- 
culty,  and  after  a close  race,  that  the  wounded  men  reached  the  Bluff 
Station  in  advance  of  their  pursuers.  These  men  had  inexcusably,  or 
from  some  reason  unrecordotl,  gone  without  their  guns. 

Here  was  unmistakable  proof  of  enemies  near  at  hand,  ambushed 
at  a very  important  point,  midway  between  these  two  stations.  The 
swivel  or  alarm-gun  was  fired  to  warn  the  stationers  at  Freeland’s  and 
Eaton’s. 


■'WV'.: ■ V 


f.3I 


,a  !t  hH‘j  A A XT  a A a u t-K  'i  o t ji  oTt  i h 


lla/  »tIJ  fjf  ci-rhipU  o(w:if  i)t»HiJOio  jjiiil 

isd  1 ([••■•  rf-.f;:  Omp‘\  1 0 ^4|i?5!  .M;«'>  . 

n>^/  i,i. /•  v«l;  vt’>n  4’>>Z'^\‘jilj  (•  '•  :il  iKjiii'ioi  'jiU  i»to‘tl  himtlkhi 

...  ,Um*'Jio4''l'i  &lid7|  .tnUt.;3l-3)d  <i  ^MtHsti  ■: 

y iiV*''H  vv4il4  ,f  9&wivl.aa/doG  m vlics^<?i;.  974%  « um 

Wr  '-*  ‘f., ;?•.•.{■  ir.in  !lp4  ^.Hyhr^ 

lifStth?  ;:jv.4  9di  ill  .jb’^his.  i>j,»a‘. 

L4fce".'*M»  Jmw  'Io  • «j?>- 


:.l 

' ' re  ■ -■ 


-jii.  .jit  i't>i-ivO  ^ 

jdulX'ji  m'iw 

;^i|/  tj  I'iO  t'l'Mfi  Y/.o’j  ,ibj^:4>a»gar^.<|tiJ»{v>r|;ky^ 

vrttAT^  iitiiM  iAiX-u)^f  M a-btii  .ib,ffi  wl  'i 

^ :‘,,iif  jtU  sx^.tn!w  ui  ’i^tifl  i>ih  nQi^st‘M-J^3S.ii  isn  . 

-ji»*ii»al'  ifVjtff  aliiRI  ’ ',&!Cih  ad-l?  ' 

'•  ' J ■ ..^  1*  _ _,v  '•  • ■ ' ■'''; 

* ' 01  lit.:  „ ' oii'i  U t’'..  jJ ^ 

iM-i  ^^^H4jn:a.;f«vv1  t/dl^vld.  'SdT.  v,TfeiO|j|4iJ)j&..,M 

r-,-.'--uI.<  ai>kd,;»itv|  ,miph  im pt^iprtmxd 7-  i’'.&4Jfe#fd:Xw's 

^4)  jii«4  5?>tl  Jdifoo  li 

,.vi.i.’  ‘‘WS  I nbl  4 . VI  «!(  /' IClAis' 'W(i-c>i'<4-.'S  f-fX  .u  , 


YJ  ij 


‘/fclwij  ihiim  '■gmhu^  ;!444 ' itt 

^fini'ffi  iPiWh  l-i  ••'4  i^X  C _0t«30^Z0  01/ )>£.', bfl0 

-fflviid  'i’li  ini]'S’io{  viii  Syfi  >*4iy  '^| 

.•ii»;4Wt*l.  >u.-  4wt»'  10' J^is^’kaAdt-.Y^  *so  f.*»|tii,. 

, ■ ■ ''  - .'I'.,.'  ■ >i 

Tvii.'.'  i;.  y}  .Jiriil , >lXj 

^..-.fjii*l.jl/jiu  math 

i6afc/f>nl  mildW 

;ri.".'  f'-Jahhaal'l,  .^ol.  w al  .*^11 

i#.;-'//  ■'^a/li  ,'Sui<i.  oJ  v4l ’^4 

m'iii  ur.  ^ 4^44'-.  ilOjffw 


V^i-l 


lu  4'J*4  iv.»:'u  j0il  m-,  ^ 

ojIT  .rjujiiitiK  J 

f»afl  e1»i4Ki9--T^  odi 


>!J/ 


152 


HISTORY  OF  3IIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


The  dry,  hard,  rough  humor  of  Sampson  Williams  iras  indulged  upon 
this  occasion  as  upon  most  otlier  instances.  We  cannot,  however,  cpaote 
his  sayings  p they  might  be  deemed  apocryphal.  He  possessed  a most 
retentive  memory,  knew  tlic  corner-trees  of  every  early  location  of  larud 
upon  the  Cumberland,  and  in  “the  regions  beyond.^'  There  was  a 
strange  commixture  in  his  composition — ardent  in  his , friendships,  bitter 
and  unforgiving  in  his  enmities.  ’ In  the  bestowment  of  public  omce  and 
political  favor,  he  ever  boldly  advocated  the  preference  of  his  old  and 
tried *companioris,  the  pioneers. 

There  were  other  men  of  distinctive  traits  of  character,  men  whose 
peculiarities  could  not  have  been  fully  developed,  whose  capacities  could 
not  have  been  fully  tested,  except  in  such  times  and  circumstances  as 
these.  The  places  were  here  for  them  to  occupy.  A wise  Providence 
had  raised  them  up  for  those  positions.  The  training  they  needed  and 
received  was  not  in  schools  of  learning.  Roughness  and  toughness^ 
hliint  and  hrace,  sums  up  their  character.  Of  this  class  of  men  were 
JIuchanan,  Castleman,  and  Hains : many  others  should  be  honorably 
mentioned  with  them.  Indeed,  there  was  no  place  here  for  timid  men 
or  idle  women  ; courage  and  energy  were  required  in  all.  The  ordination 
of  Heaven  had  provided  for  such  exigences  j the  pieces  were  made  to 
fit,  to  match.  Such  was  their  own  judgment  of  themselves,  and  they 
acted  up  to  this  impression. 

A favorite  expression  of  Colonel  Robertson  was,  “'Man  proposes,  but 
God  disposes.”  His  quiet,  thoughtful  appearance  induced  some  to  re- 
gard him  as  phlegmatic  in  temperament  and  insensible  to  warmth  of  feel- 
ings. Such  opinions  were  unjust.  Calm  and  self-possessed,  he  restrained 
himself  from  sudden  outbursts  of  anger  or  of  love.  He  was  never  highly 
elated,  never  deeply  depressed.  His  temper,  his  language,  his  deport- 
ment, were  without  flash,  polish,  or  display;  he  put  on  no  airs,  had  no 
disguises. 

There  was  no  educated  surgeon  at  any  of  the  stations  ; but  there  w^s  no 
fear  and  hesitation  to  attend  to  Itrokcn  limbs  or  gunshot  wounds.  iMea 
and  women  were  prompt  to  do  all  they  could  in  such  cases.  And  the 
success  with  which  these  operations  were  usually  attended  is  astonishinL'. 

The  tw’O  wounded  men  had  thoir  broken  arms  splintered  and  supported 
by  straps  across  the  shoulder,  and  wore  in  a very  short  time  perfectly 
recovered.  Colonel  IlolKu-tson  rept.atedly  dressed  wounds.  Such  surgical 
operations  he  had  performed  before,  and  he  had  occasion  to  practice  not 
only  upon  others  but  upon  him.self,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter. 

There  was  “a  search  after  the  enemy,”  but  tlngv  had  departed.  So  it 
was  thought.  But  some  ten  days  afterward  another  person  was  shot, 
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yet  nearer  to  tlie  principal  station  on  the  331uff.  The  unfortunate  person 
was  ‘‘the  said  David  Hoodf^  It  is  an  extraordinary  case,  and  deserves 
to  be  related  as  Judge  Haywood  has  told  it: 

“ They  shot  him  down,  scalped,  and  stamped  him ; then  ran  in 
pursuit  of  others  towards  the  fort,  but  did  not  capture  them.  Hood, 
supposing  the  Indians  gone,  got  u]>  softly  and  began  to  walk  towards 
the  fort  on  the  Bluif,  when,  to  liis  horror  or  ‘mortification,^  he  saw 
the  same  Indians  making  sport  of  such  a dead  man,  blind  and  bloody, 
attempting  to  walk.  They  then  fell  upon  him  again,  and  having  given 
him  several  new  'wounds,  apparently  mortal,  they  keeled  him  over  and 
left  him.  He  fell  into  a brush-heap  in  the  snow,  and  next  morning  was 
tracked  and  found  by  his  blood,  and  was  placed  as  a dead  man  in  one  of 
the  out-houses,  and  left  alone.  After  some  time  he  recovered,  and  lived 
many  years. 

This  was  truly  a marvellous  recovery.  ‘^Shot  down,  scalped,  kicked, 
and  stamped ; then  pummelled  again,  wounded  more  and  more,  pitched 
over  into  a brush-heap  in  the  snow,  left  there  all  night,  searched  for  and 
found  the  next  morning,  borne  to  the  fort  and  placed  as  a dead  man  in 
an  out-house  or  shed,  and  left  alone  until  needed  preparations  should  be 
completed  for  his  interment  1”  The  fiicts  of  this  case  are  'well  authenti- 
cated, The  witnesses  were  many,  and  Hood  “did  recover  and  live  for 
many  years.” 

After  Hood  had  been  placed  in  the  out-house  as  a dead  man,  there  was 
a desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  women  to  see  the  corpse,  and  they 
crowded  around  and  over  the  body.  They  insisted  that  there  were  such 
signs  of  life  as  made  it  inexcusable  to  leave  him  in  that  situation.  At 
their  solicitation  he  was  removed  to  better  cpiarters,  his  wounds  dressed, 
and  cordials  administered,  xks  warmth  'was  diffused  through  his  be- 
numbed and  half-frozen  body,  the  blood  started  afresh  from  the  many 
wounds;  lints  and  bandages  were  ready,  and  tendered  by  more  thau  one 
of  the  sympathizing  females.  Ere  long  he  was  enabled  to  speak  and  en- 
courage all  to  believe  he  could  survive.  He  was  committed  to  the  luir.s- 
ing  of  the  women.  The  rapidity  with  'which  his  wounds  healed  ast(>- 
iiished  every  person  : he  was  soon  walking  about,  and  before  the  hot 
weather  of  the  summer,  was  recovered  and  able  to  go  to  work  at  his 
occupation  of  coopering. 

He  was  ever  looked  upon  with  curiosity  and  interest,  as  a man  raised 
from  the  dead.  Hood  had  some  humor  about  him,  and  as  a recital  was 
sometimes  recjuested  of  his  recollection  of  the  tran.=^actions,  he  did  not 
refuse  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  im[uirers.  Iluring  these  wars  there 
were  a number  of  merr,  women,  and  children  who  survived  after  having 
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been  scalped.  They  were  reluctant  to  talk  about  it,  and  few  of  them 
would  untie  their  head-handkerchief,  or  remove  the  skull-cap,  and  subject 
their  pates  to  manipulation  and  inspection.  Hood,  however,  vras  an 
exception;  he  could  take  and  give  jokes  upon  his  name,  his  acting  the 
opossum,”  his  being  tVozeu  and  thawed  out,  and  ^^what  an  ado  the 
women  made  over  him.”* 

lu  the  narrative  of  John  Hains,  the  account  of  ‘“the  said  Hood,”  or 
David  Hood,  •*  the  Possum,”  is  stated  thus  : 

‘^One  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  connected  with  the  early  history 
of  Tennessee,  is  one  in  which  a man  named  David  Hood  figured.  He 
was  coming  up  from  ^Freelaiid’s  Station,’  below  the  Sulphur  Spring  ad- 
joining Nashville,  when  several  Indians  gave  chase  to  him,  firing  upon  him 
as  he  ran.  He,  thinking  there  was  no  other  chance  for  his  life,  concluded 
to  try  ^ possuming  it/  and  so  fell  fiat  upon  his  face  in  the  weeds,  as  if 
dead.  The  IndiaTis  ran  up  ami  gathered  around  him,  and  one  of  them 
ver^'  deliberately  twisted  his  fingers  into  his  hair,  to  scalp  him.  His 
knife  being  very  dull,  he  lot  go,  took  a better  hold,  and  sawed  away,  until 
he  could  pull  it  off,  poor  Hood  bearing  it  meanwhile  without  a groan  or 
show  of  life.  • / 

‘•After  the  deed  was  done,  they  stood  around  a little  while,  reloaded 
their  guns,  and  started  on  towards  town,  (or  the  Bluff  Fort.)  One  of  the 
Indians  gave  him  a few  stamps  in  the  back  as  they  started  away.  After 
a w'hile.  Hood  raised  his  head  cautiously,  peeped  out  under  his  arms,  and 
at  last,  finding  the  coast  clear,  got  up  and  started  towards  town. 

“ Counting  the  ri<lgc  aI>ovc  the  Spring,  what  was  his  dismay  to  find 
himself  once  more  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  gang  1 Again  he  started, 
but  again  they  fired  upon  him  as  he  ran.  One  of  their  bullets  cut  him 
deeply  across  the  breast,  but  finally,  after  getting  so  close  as  to  pull  off 
one  of  the  skirts  of  his  coat,  the  Indians  abandoned  him.  When  guite 
spent,  he  droj)ped  behind  a log  in  the  corn-field  near  by,  after  facing 
around  to  get  one  fire  at  them,  and  was  rescued  by  some  whites  who  came 
out  at  the  sound  of  the  tiring.  He  was  placed  in  an  out-house,  none 
thinking  he  could  possibly  recover;  but  the  next  morning,  some  one 


*“A11  that  is  very  likely,”  Ewiii  used  to  say;  “very  often  they  make  the 
greatest  ado  about  noiUn<j.  That  accounts  for  their  fuss  over  you.” 

“None  of  them  would  like  to  lose  their  hood,'^  was  his  reply;  “that’s  me  I” 
“No,  not  though  ’twere  like  Mrs.  Hogan’s,  made  of  coon-skin,”  replied  the 
Clerk. 

“You  would  make  a mighty  fuss  to  lose  your  crown-piece,”  said  Hood. 

“Yes  he  would,”  interposed  Mrs.  Hogan;  “no  man  more.” 
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going  in  tlierc,  finding  liim  still  alive^  asked  liim  whether  he 
dead?’  ^ No  !’  he  said  in  a feeble  voice;  and  he  ‘thought  he  could  live, 
if  he  could  only  Imwq  half  a chancel’  They  took  his  case  in  hand,  and 
he  became  a sound  man,  and  lived  many  years  to  glory  in  his  successful 
instance  of  I often  saw  General  iiobertsoii  making  up  rolls 

of  lint  for  his  wounds/’ 

This  account  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  given  by  Judge  Hay- 
wood and  others  who  knew  “the  said  Hood”  v.^elh  He  used  to  joke 
freely  of  the  manner  in  which  he  yielded  up  his  hood,  or  skull-can. 
“They  got  it,”  said  he,  “but  still,  after  all,  I hoodicinhed  them,  and  saved 
my  life.  I think  my  life  worth  more  than  that  crown-piece ; and  I Imve 
this,  advantage  of  the  rest  of  you,  the  savages  can’t  jerk  me  by  the  hair 
of  the  head,  nor  get  another  trophy.  You  may  thank  me  for  teaching 
you  how  to  play  sham  and  dummy.  I owe  the  opossum  many  thunks.” 

The  assertion  that  he  turned  and  “fired  at  the  Indians”  is  unquestion- 
ably incorrect.  If  he  had  a gun,  the  Indians  would  assuredly  have  taken 
it  when  he  lay  as  a dead  man  in  their  power.  Such  remarks  “creep 
into”  narratives  very  easily,  when  written  many  years  after  the  events. 
At  this  instant  there  was  a report  of  several  guns.  Promptly  the  senti- 
nels were  at  the  look-out  stations  : women  and  children  were  speering  in 
every  direction.  It  was  soon,  however,  ascertained  that  the  firing  was  at 
a flock  of  turkeys,  and  the  men  were  coming  in  with  nearly  a dozen  of 
these  large  and  beautiful  wild  fowls. 

Flocks,  droves  of  a hundred  turkeys,  would  sometimes  march  within 
fifty  yards  of  a cabin ; and  the  first  settlers  thus  easily  obtained  a rich 
supply  of  this  choice  wild  game.  By  the  aid  of  a dog,  the  turkeys  were 
readily  made  to  “tree,”  and  when  thus  upon  the  limbs  of  the  trees,  their 
attention  was  almost  exclusively  given  to  the  dog  as  he  ran  around  and 
kept  up  a continual  barking.  Thus  the  hunter  could  approach,  select  his 
gobbler  or  hen,  and  down  with  them,  load  and  shoot  again.  There  is  no 
more  choice  eating  than  a well-stuffed  and  well-cooked  wild  turkey.  Our 
mothers  and  grandmothers  “could  not  be  beat”  in  this  part  of  house- 
wifery. And  in  all  the  world  there  were  no  cooks  to  be  “ named  in  the 
same  day”  with  them,  when  the  cooking  of  buffalo-tongue,  bear-meat,  and 
venison  is  mentioned.  Such  was  the  opinion,  not  only  of  Colonel  Bobert- 
son,  but  of  every  man  with  a well  “cultivated  ta.ste.”  The  art  is  not 
lost,  however.  There  is  science,  true  science,  in  the  preparation  of  a 
saddle  of  venison,  buffalo,  or  venison  steak,  roast,  baked,  or  boiled  bear- 
meats — the  perfection  of  science  in  the  making  of  bread.  Only  one  in 
a thousand  knows  how  to  make  good  coffee,  or  rich  and  delicious  soup. 
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Fried  chicken^  bacon  and  egp;s,  and  spiee-wood  tea,  a thousand  and  one 
can  prepare  these.  The  good  housewife  in  those  days  rightfully,  gloried 
in  the  baking  of  the  hoe-cake,  ash-cake,  and  johnny-cake.  And  then, 
after  frost,  ‘‘when  pawpaws  and  ’simmons  were  ripe,’^  if  they  had  a fat 
opossum  and  sweet  potatoes,  and  any  one  mentioned  “good  eating,'’  the 
universal  exclamation  was,  “Oh,  ho;  don’t  talk!”  “There’s  no  getting 
sick  on -that,  nor  on  bear’s  meat  and  bear’s  oil.” 

3Iany  a hunter  would  swallow  half  a jdiit  of  bear’s  oil  as  he  would  so 
much  pure  water.  Xo  one  e\er  sickened  with  this  meat  or  the  oil,  when 
not  tainted  or  rancid.  Few  and  simple  were  the  utensils  and  condiments 
in  the  practice  or  art  of  cookery.  The  appliance  of  salt  was  usually 
enough,  without  other  “seasoning.”  “Salt  was  precious,  and  precious 
scarse,  and  had  not  lo.st  its  savor.” — (Saying  of  “the  said  Hood.’’)  Few 
were  the  diseases  to  wliich  they  were  subject.  Pneumonia  and  neuralgia 
were  unknown.  Captain  Pains’s  remark  is  apropos  : 

“We  used  to  think  we  had  the  devil  to  pay  (and  a heavy  debt,  too, 
running  on  long  instalments)  before  the  doctors  and  tbe  lawyers  came; 
but  the  doctors  introduced  disciuscs,  and  the  lawyers  instituted  suits,  and 
now  we  have  all  to  pay.  Good  health  and  harmony  had  prevailed  until 
they  came.”* 

Several  adventurous  persons  had  erected  a fort  on  the  head-waters  of 
Ped  River,  near  the  Cross  IMains,  in  Robertson  County.  Tbe  principal 
men  were  tbe  Mauldins  and  Kilgores  ; and  the  settlement  was  known  as 
Mauldin’s  or  Kilgore’.s  Station.  These  “stationers”  considered  themselves 
so  remote  from  the  usual  hunting-range  of  the  Indians,  that  they  rather 
rejoiced  in  the  security.  “All  such  rejoicing  was  vain.”  The  savages 
were  sure  to  find  them  out.  They  did  so,  and  iu  one  day  killed  two  of 
their  number,  Mason  and  Hoskins.  At  tbe  same  time  and  place  Sam 
Martin  was  captured.  Sam  was  a quarrelsome  person,  and  of  bad  cha- 
racter. There  were  no  tears  sb.ed  because  Sam  was  a prisoner.  All  the 
women  said,  “Xaught  i.s  never  in  danger,”  and  the  men  concurred  in 
sentiment,  “A  happy  riddance  ! Hope  be  will  do  tliem  as  much  barm  as  he 
did  us.”  Isaac  .Johnston  wa.s  captured  by  tbe  same  party  of  Indians,  and 
taken  into  the  “Nation.”  He  sought  opportunity  to  escape,  and  happily 
succeeded.  He  returned  to  the  Cumberland  in  safety,  and  reported  that 
Sam  was  perfectly  “at  home  ’ among  the  re<l  men. 


* Captain  Rain.?,  after  protracted  and  costly  litigatinn,  lost  a few  acres  of  his 
clioice  body  of  land.  The  statute  of  limitation,  throtitrh  his  iudnlgeneo.  operated 
in  bar.  This  embittered  him  agaiiict,  lawyers  and  his  successful  Litigant. 
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■ After  these  two  men  were  made  prisoners,  the  party  of  Indians  lingered 
in  the  neighborhood  stealing  horses.  In  this  they  were  so  successful 
that  they  secured  almost  every  animal  belonging  to  these  stationers. 
And  although  they  had  thus  obtained  valuable  booty,  and  greatly  dis- 
tressed the  whites,  they  resolved  to  attack  tlie  station  itself,  or  approach 
it  nearer  than  they  had  hitherto  done,  in  hopes  of  gaining  possession  of 
another  horse. 

It  is  probable  the  Indians  noticed  the  arrival  at  the  station  of  a party 
of  white  men,  with  their  horses.  John  and  Epliraim  Peyton  had  started 
from  near  Bledsoe’s,  to  go  to  the  settlements  in  Kentucky.  They  arrived 
at  Kilgore’s,  or  Mauldin’s,  in  the  evening.  At  about  the  same  moment 
of  their  entering  the  enclosure,  or  stockade,  the  two  young  31asons  (who 
belonged  to  the  station)  aiid  some  others  came  in,  bringing  the  scalps  of 
two  Indians,  whom  they  had  shot  when  watching  for  deer  near  a lick. 

These  young  men  had  been  at  the  lick  by  themselves,  and  as  two 
Indians  approached,  they  shot  them.  But,  fearing  there  might  be  others 
in  the  woods  near  by,  they  returned  to  the  fort  and  reported  what  they 
had  done.  Several  persons  returned  with  them  to  the  lick,  where  they 
found  the  Indians  dead.  They  were  thus  avenged  for  the  death  of  a 
brother,  and  had  scalped  the  fallen  enemy. 

All  were  confident  that  there  were  many  Indians  lurking  near,  and 
that  cautious  watchfulness  "was  important  to  their  safety.  And  sure 
enough,  in  that  very  night  the  Indians  approached  to  the  very  gate  and 
picketing.  'They  had  succeeded  in  stealing  the  horses  of  the  Peytons 
also.  In  truth,  every  horse  was  gone:  they  hail  not  one  left.  With  such 
success  the  thieves  must  have  greatly  rejoiced.  They  moved  oil  lei.surely, 
and  were  joined  by  other  Indians  with  other  horses.  The  loss  of  the 
Peytons’  horses  was  discovered  at  daybreak,  and  they,  with  as  many  men 
as  could  safely  be  spared,  started  in  immediate  ]>ui>uit.  They  overtook 
the  Indians  at  what  is  ever  since  known  as  Peyton’s  Creek,  where  they 
were  resting  and  eating.  The  whites  fired  and  killed  one  Indian  j the 
' others  fled,  and  the  horses  were  recovered.  The  white  men  were  so 
fatigued  with  their  march  on  foot,  and  withal  becoming  confused  as  to 
the  course  they  should  take,  concluded  to  encamp  for  tlie  night. 

During  the  night  the  Indians  made  a circuitous  route,  and  were  enabled 
to  take  a position  in  ambush  between  the  station  and  tlie  tired  party.  As 
.the  whites  came  leisurel}'  along,  the  Indians  fired  and  fled  with  all  haste. 
One  of  the  young  Masons  and  Josiah  ira.s\ins  were  mortally  wounded. 
The  situation  of  these  mem  prevented  any  pursuit  of  Indians.  The  dead 
were  taken  to  tlie  fort  and  buried,  and  the  place  abandoned.  Thev 
moved  to  the  station  at  the  Bluff.  The  Peytons  came  with  them,  and 
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soon  thereafter  returned  to  Bledsoe’s.  They  finally  secured  a rich  tract 
of  land  within  a few  miles  of  (jlallatin. 

It  is  probable  that  a ])ortion  of  this  party  of  thieving  Indians  made 
an  attack  upon  George  Aspey  and  Thomas  Sharp  Spencer  on  Brake’s 
Creek.  Aspey  was  killed  and  Spencer  wounded  Ao  braver  men  ever 
lived  than  these.  Sj)encer  saw  that  his  companion  was  dead,  and.  having 
a shattered  arm,  it  was  folly  for  him  to  stand  his  ground;”  therefore  he 
made  long  strides  and  his  usual  ‘‘big  tracks”  for  the  station. 

Sampson  Williams  called  that  “Spencer’s  retreat  with  the  seven- 
leagued  boots.” 

“That’s  the  time  he  made  trades”  said  Andrew  Ewiu. 

“Humph  I”  said  Bains,  “he’s  done  that  all  his  life.” 

“Enough  of  this  : let’s  talk  about  something  more  important,”  was  the 
remark  of  CqL  Bobertson.  “A  general  retreat  has  been  again  prop<?sed. 
Last  fall  and'winter  you  all  united  against  it.  Some  are  determined  to 
go,  and  there  seems  to  be  a desire  with  a great  many  to  have  a general 
consultation.  That  is  but  fair,  though  I am  utterly  opposed  to  breaking 
up.  I shall  be  the  last  to  leave.” 

A consultation  was  agreed  to  be  held,  Ewin  to  write  the  resolution  in 
favor  of  staying;  and  each  of  these  men  pledged  themselves  to  ••hold 
on.” 

The  spies  and  hunters  reported  “signs  of  Indians”  almost  daily.  The 
horses  had  been  stolen,  and  the  cattle  and  hogs  at  every  station  driven  off 
or  killed.  They  had  no  teams  wherewith  to  break  up  ground  for  plant- 
ing. 

The  season  seemed  favorable  for  emigration.  Some  wished  to  follow 
friends  down  the  Mississippi,  others  talked  of  the  Illinois,  but  the 
majority  of  those  who  were  at  all  disposed  to  depart  were  in  tavor  of 
Kentucky.  Could  boats  have  been  built,  that  voyag-e  was  practicable, 
though  dangerous.  To  go  to  the  stations  in  Kentucky  would  now  be 
attended  with  more  toil  and  e.xposure  than  to  have  undertaken  it  during 
the  last  fall  or  winter;  for  tiny  had  neither  horses  or  oxen  sumcient  --to 
pack  or  haul  the  stutF,”  or  whereon  any  of  the  enfeebled  women  and 
children  could  ride.  And  their  stock  of  powder  was  much  reduced. 

A council  of  the  inhabitants  was  called;  the  “proposition  was  intro- 
duced to  break  up  tlu'so  settlements  and  go  off.”  In  behalf  of  this 
measure  it  was  urged,  that  at  every  point  at  which  settlements  had  been 
attempted,  beyond  the  immediate  protection  of  the  forts  at  tb.e  Bluff 
ami  Eaton’s,  the  people  had  been  attacked  and  driven  from  their  clear- 
ings; that  there  wa.^  no  safety  for  the  life  of  anyone  outside  of  the 
forts,  and,  with  the  small  supplies,  very  little  within ; that  from  the  infer- 
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niatioii  derived  tlirough  the  French  himters  and  a few  friendly  Indians, 
and  from  many  indications,  tliere  could  be  no  doubt  that  a fierce  and 
murderous  vuir  was  to  be  waged.  The  parties  of  Indians  are  now  known 
to  be  small,  but  they  may  soon  be  increased,  and  the  scenes  of  havoc  of 
the  preceding  year  renewed. 

‘^See  how  we  are  now  standing:  from  habit,  induced  by  prudence  and 
necessity,  standing  back  to  back,  all  facivg  out,  like  a covey  of  partridges 
watching  for  a creeping  enemy. 

“ 3Iore  than  two  years  have  notv  passed,  and  we  are  fewer  in  numbers 
and  occupy  much  less  ground  than  we  did  a year  ago ) we  have  dimin- 
ished means  of  all  kinds  for  defence  or  expansion ; we  are  now  hemmed 
and  hungered,  hunted  and  herded,  buffeted  and  badgered,  worse  than  at 
the  first. 

Such  might  have  been,  and  probably  was,  the  argument  by  the  adv-> 
cates  of  removal. 

To  this  'it  was  replied  by  Col.  Fobertson,  as  truly  reported  by  Judge 
Haywood:  ‘^Kobertson  pertinaciously  resisted  the  proposition.  ‘It  is 
impossible  to  get  to  Kentucky  ; the  Indians  are  in  force  upon  all  the 
roads  and  passages  ■which  lead  thither.  For  the  same  reason  it  is  impos- 
sible to  remove  to  the  settlements  on  the  Ilolston.  No  other  means  of 
escape  remain  hut  that  of  going  down  the  river  in  boats,  and  making 
good  our  retreat  to  the  Illinois,  (where  we  might  find  a few^  of  onr  friends, 
or  going  down  to  the  French  and  Spaniards  on  the  lower  hlississippi.) 
To  this  plan  Insuperable  obstacles  are  opposed.  With  such  boats  as  we 
have,  a few  may  get  away,  risking  the  dangers  of  the  navigation,  and  of 
beiijkg  shot  by  savages  on  the  bluffs  and  all  along  the  shores. 

‘^^But  how  can  we  obtain  wood  with  which  to  make  the  boats  that  are 
needed  ? It  cannot  be  procured.  The  Indians  are  every  day  in  the 
skirts  of  the -woods  all  along  the  bluft';  we  look  for  them  under  every 
shrub  and  privet  and  cedar,  and  behind  every  tree ; they  are  ready  to  infiict 
death  upon  whoever  shall  attempt  to  fell  a tree  for  a canoe,  or  to  saw  it 
for  lumber.^ 

These  difficulties  were  all  stated  by  Col.  Bobertson,’’  says  Haywood, 
and  there  was  no  exaggeration ; eveiy  body  knew  the  facts  to  be  as  he 
had  stated.  He  did  not  speak  with  indifference  or  contempt  of  the  suf- 
ferings they  had  already  endured,  or  of  the  dantrers  whiL-h  then  sur- 
rounded them.  Ho  did  not  deny  or  doubt  that  the  prohahilitics  were 
that  the  Indians  would  attempt  to  drive  them  away  or  utterly  destroy 
them.  ‘There  is  danger  attendant  on  the  attempt  to  stay,  as  there  is  in 
the  effort  to  go,  atid  in  the  attempt  to  do  either  we  may  by  destroyed. 
Every  one  must  decide  for  himself : do  as  you  ple;use : you  all  know  that- 
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mj  mind  is  made  up;  I have  never  thought  of  leaving;  I am  deter- 
mined not  to  leave.  There  are  others  who  have  never  entertained  tlie 
idea  of  departing;  we  know  each  other.  IVe  hope  there  are  others  who, 
though  they  have  talked  of  going,  may  yet  conclude  to  stay.  We  have 
a right  to  stay.  If  w'e  do  not  stay,  who  and  wdien  will  others,  come? 
Who  will  stay?  When  we  came,  the  whole  country  was  in  possession 
only  of  the  hiifialo,  hear,  deer,  and  all  wild  animals;  there  were  no 
Indians  living  within  hundreds  of  miles  of  our  settlements. 

^‘‘Ilere  is  the  extensive  rich  country;  we  shall  find  no  better.  And  if 
there  is  another  spot  equal  or  comparable  to  this,  it  is  altogether  prob- 
able Tve  should  not  be  allowed  to  possess  it  with  any  le.ss  peril  and  suffer- 
ing than  attend  our  staying  here.  By  a careful  observance  of  our  rules 
of  economy  and  w'atclifulness,  I believe  wm  can  do  better  and  be  safer 
here  than  we  are  likely  to  do  or  be  by  flight.  And  we  all  have  some 
friends  who  are  anxious  to  join  us  here  : we  have  sent  them  glowdng 
descriptions  of  the  country.  Many  of  us  have  reported  it  as -superior  to 
any  other  on  the  continent,  and  some  of  them  no  doubt  have  disposed  of 
their  old  and  comfortalde  homes  for  the  very  purpose  of  coming  here  : 
we  are  sure  that  some  may  be  on  the  way  at  this  very  moment.  When 
they  are  coming,  sliall  we  fly  from  their  approach  ? 

“ AVe  have  reason  also  to  believe  that  the  Bevolutionary  War  will  not 
last  much  longer,  and  that  it  will  terminate  in  favor  of  our  liberty  and 
independence.  Then  we  may  rely  upon  large  accessions  of  population. 
Officers  and  soldiers  will  come  to  select  and  settle  their  bounty-lands.' 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  speeches  of  Colonel  Bobertson  and  of  those 
who  concurred  with  him,  and  had  resolved  to  remain  ^‘at  all  hazards- and 
toAhe  bust  extremity.” 

The  noble  band  were  instinctively  drawn  together  at  this  conference; 
and  when  Colonel  llubertson  added  to  his  former  remarks,  We  have  to 
fight  it  out  here,  or  fight  our  way  out  from  here,”  Rains  caught  up  the 
sententious  remark,  and  he  and  others  continued  to  repeat  it,  and  they 
adopted  the  first  part  of  it  as  their  motto  and  resolution, 

‘‘FIGHT  IT  OUT  HERE  I” 

That  Robertson  was  entitled  to  the  credit  here  given  to  him,  and  that 
his  remonstrances  and  arguments  had  much  influence  in  preventing  the 
contemplat-ed  abandonment,  we  are  well  satisfied ; but  there  were  other 
men  whose  arguments  and  weight  of  cliaracter  w-ere  happily  combined 
with  his.  There  i.s  abundant  evidence  in  the  papers  to  which  we  have 
referred,  and  pre.sonted  by  us  to  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society,  to 
prove  that  there  wa.s  one  person  with  Robertson  ‘‘from  the  beginning,” 
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wise  in  counsel,  excellent  in  working,  a scholar,  a penman,  reliable  as 
a friend,  determined  as  a patriot — the  man  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
more  information  of  those  interesting  and  eventful  times  than  to  any 
other ; and  yet  whose  very  name  is  not  so  much  as  mentioned  in  The 
History  of  Tennessee  by  Haywood,  or  others  who  have  copied  from  tliis 
earliest  history.  We  name  him  with  respect  also  as  the  father  and 
ancestor  of  worthy,  intelligent,  business  men,  who,  by  his  example  and 
the  copy  he  set  from  wliich  he  tauglit  his  sons  to  write,  (and  which  copy 
W'e  found  among  his  papers,)  successfully  enforced  the  lesson  of  industry, 

‘^IDLENESS  IS  A MISCHIEVOUS  VICE.’" 

Such  was  the  sentiment  of  Andrevj  Ewin,  who,  at  a later  date,  adds  a 
g to  his  name.*  He  did  much  of  the  v/riting  for  his  fellow-emigrants; 
he  kept  all  the  records  of  the  government  of  Judges  or  Notables,  and 
remained  Clerk  for  the  Sessions  Court  to  the  day  of  his  death.  His 
peculiar  handwriting  is  easily  distinguished  from  all  others  : his  style  of 
composition,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown,  was  sententious,  nervous,  and 
appropriate. 

Hut,  as  resolutely  associated  with  Eobertson  and  Ewin,  should  be 
named  Anthony  and  Isaac  Bledsoe,  Isaac  Lindsay,  Thomas  Molloy, 
George  Freeland,  Samuel  Barton,  Daniel  Smith,  and  others  whom  we 
have  already  mentioned,  or  whose  names  will  be  found  upon  these  records ; 
and  though  now  there  are  but  few  among  us  who  bear  such  paternal 
names,  yet  should  the  living  hold  their  memories  worthy  of  all  honor. 

“ Good  actions  crown  themselves  with  lasting  hays  : 

V Who  well  deserves,  needs  not  another’s  praise.” 

The  “ Eemonstrance”  to  breaking  up  the  settlements  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Andrew  Ewin;  and  from  some  imperfect  drafts  and  the  com- 
pleted copy,  we  infer  that  there  was  much  deliberation  in  that  ^‘council 
of  the  stationers.’’  In  our  researches  we  have  become  satisfied,  however, 
that  many  of  the  pioneers  had  departed,  and  that  now  others  followed  in 
this  and  the  two  years  following.  Such  worthy  and  reliable  men  as  the 
Freelands,  the  Turpins,  Lindsays,  Shaws,  Alstons,  after  securing  their 
preemptions,  sold  them  and  descended  the  rivers  Cumberland,  Ohio,  and 
^Mississippi,  and  reestablished  themselves  upon  the  rich  and  broken  cane 
lands  from  the  lYalnut  Hills  to  Natchez.  They  were  a valuable  class  of 
citizens  wherever  they  lived,  and  their  presence  and  influence  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  State  were  ever  conducive  to  the  peace  and 


In  Haywood,  “Andrew  Erlin"  and  “ Mr.  Ewing”  are  memioned. 

11 


m 


M 4Ww»«‘>3  4«^3rfto' 

• • ■•  ■ -tv4:vf 


i4i  WJttWft  mi\  iWr  m 
rrii  oj  «ml-i 

»>,r)’  ?;.  t’* •’'■*>' 


.ii(  fir;.t».in/i  h«K  i»‘iiwiw<^'(r/(>fli% 


!<ifn  i}t  tttmu  aKtrtw’;^ 

ti  ',  ,i-.  ji:  lr,i,<"’.  fYjiri  «.•('»  .fuAj^  TO  ,k?i»p.s0 


' , « "1;®* 


1.I*.,  1.;?:  -^  H« 


,v^:  :t  ■ .1*  ^ f 

/,  -...Vr.  to-i.l 

: v:i,,T  i^ri 

.^•.Vr4t,vi  10  «^?l^|k^i  tdA 

if 'if.  f 

»..i  U/;u.tii  a-^MI 
,7i;{-;.-M  ?iiimoilT  "bti3id 

' • ■,■.»  ihU'.  t^'  0l4'' 'W 


cliJ 


■U  - uJ 


isrja  ,r.y'/f|ji0.1iAi»^<'  A 


^wtAvil  ibr‘1i>  '{fi^'iuw  ?5‘^l'ii.?a<iH«  liiJiii'  l’'ti;>ii 


kJitt  if'j^dxs  '^^vj^stif:  ^dW 

* -,'S#  ^». , -J  -r 


•J'thuf  ai oif “»'<'■ 

,tawj?>  yrff  I)iia  .-.Awf*  5i.#.*i>t;AaiF*it*rfm  '1^  w»ibiiA.1o*j|«l4i»iir  ^ 


^>^"ka  W'  ftv^crj^’Dt  ttt6  U1  ^^-Rioiioiidda  1o 
af  l^J7r^>(^•^  r.voiiJo  ysdi  hm  ,b«y-)'iiftq^Ss:  &S  lo'' 

MiJ  tii  aoiii  ^{(iaUvi  bill;  :- 

i.^^jJii  ,oidO  ,©df  blo»' ^ 

^0  La*;  ilMi  »di  awjif  baiS' 


'-si'.' 


li.  i»:r  ^Mh  :’t^r\,-,n,/  -ii£i  .^t)»i«'«i  « ».BJf '’iBftU’/f  »|*'#goA'^ 
i-'dj  Hi  u 

l«t  ..TiiiM  J.fj  oTwrifttaott 

^ ■'.■■”■'  ‘J.V1  T»,  V>!,. 


rjwijji'*/: ,,..j 

' ‘■^*-  : IP/.  '■  m 


XU 


mi 


162 


HISTORY  OR  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


improYeinent  of  the  country.  Others  whom  we  could  name  passed 
through  these  Cumberland  settlements — making  here  but  a short  con- 
tinuance— and  cast  in  their  lot  with  tlie  early  American  settlers  in  that 
same  cotton  country.  ]3ut  we  here  anticipate  events,  and  go  beyond  our 
proper  territory.  Tlie  presence  of  some  of  these  persons  will  be  recog- 
nized in  the  records  of  the  Notables  and  in  the  narrative  of  events  on  the 
Cumberland  in  1782-3. 

In  despite  of  the  dangers  from  Indians,  there  were  persons  who  were 
continually  out  in  tlie  woods,  hunting  deer  or  searching  for  choice 
tracts  of  land.  In  the  fall  of  this  year,  Paniel  Smith,  William  WcMurry, 
and  two  or  three  others  vrerc  on  Eledsoe’s  Creek  in  prosecution  of  these 
objects.  As  they  were  crossing  the  creek,  (at  the  place  where  James 
Winchester  afterwards  erecte<l  a small  mill,)  the  Indians  fired  upon  them 
and  killed  William  3IeMurry.  Smith  was  wounded,  dropped  his  gun, 
but  caught  it  up  again,  and  turned  with  his  coiii2:)anions  to  ^^make  fight. 
The  enemy  found  it  not  at  all  difficult  to  escape  in  the  cane.* 

In  April  of  this  year  the  liCgislature  of  hiorth  Carolina  passed  an  act 
allowing  to  the  settlers  on  Cumberland  rights  of  preemption.  By  this 


* This  was  the  same  person  subsequently  ami  most  reputably  known  as  General 
Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Territorial  Government,  (and,  for  a short  time,  acting 
Governor,)  and  the  successor  of  Andrew  Jackson  as  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  He  also  filled  many  offices  of  inferior  gr-ade,  but  in  all  positions 
he  acted  well  a useful  part.  General  Smith  was  a man  of  classical  education,  an 

accurate  surveyor,  and  accomplished  gentleman.  He  married Donelson,  a 

daughter  of  Colonel  John  Donelson.  He  selected  one  of  the  richest  bodies  of  land 
in  Sumner  county,  near  the  mouth  of  Drake’s  Creek.  As  early  as  ITS-  he  com- 
menced the  erection  of  stone  buildings  near  a noble  spring  upon  that  tract  of  land. 
He  finished  there  a large  dwelling  and  some  out-houses  of  the  hard  blue  limestone, 
and  gave  his  p)lace  the  appropriate  name  of  “Rock  Castle,”  by  which  it  is  known 
at  this  day.  The  preseut  owner  is  Harry  Smith,  a grandson,  who  manages  his 
large  estate  of  nearly  throe  thousaml  acres  with  prudence  and  agricultural 
skill.  The  identical  rijie  used  by  General  Smith  during  the  Indian  wars,  is  now 
in  possession  of  his  grandson,  and  is  relied  upon  as  much  as  any  gun  of  modern 
make,  to  hit  the  mark  or  ki'l  at  a reasonable  distance. 

General  Smith  was  associated  witli  “Dr.  Thomas  Walker”  in  running  the  line 
between  Virginia  and  North  Carolina;  au'l  as  commissioners  for  such  purpose  on 
the  part  of  Virginia,  they  mot  Colonel  Henderson  and  AVilliain  B.  Smith,  Commis- 
sioners in  behalf  of  North  Carolina,  at  Steep  Rock  Creek,  on  Cth  September,  1770  : 
where  due  ob-ewation-S  were  taken,  and  “the  point  fixed  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties,”  as  the  h<^(jinniny  whence  the  divisiou-liue  should  be  run.  After  running 
forty-five  miles  to  Carter’s  Valley  the  Commissioners  disagreed.  In  consequence 
of  such  disagreement,  the  two  linos  were  run,  and  the  disagreement  not  settled 
until  2d  February,  1S20,  when  the  accuracy  of  Walker  and  Smith  was  sustained. 
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act  there  was  granted  to  each  head  of  a family  six  liiindred  and  forty 
acres;  to  single  or  unmarried  men,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age^  a tract 
to  include  their  improvements,  provided  tliey  had  been  here  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  June,  1780.  Salt-springs  and  licks  were  reserved  from  such 
preemptions,  together  with  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  adjoining 
and  including  the  spring  or  lick. 

^^In  this  year  also  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  after  a great  deal 
of  un commendable  tergiversation,  established  courts  of  equity  in  all  the 
districts  of  the  State.^^ 

'We  shall  have  abundant  reason  and  opportunity  to  show  that  Judge 
Haywood  has  not  used  terms  too  harsh  or  unwarranted  in  the  foregoine* 
paragraph;  and  in  so  doing,  vre  shall  not travel  out  of  the  record,'’ 
but  conunc  our  remarks  to  these  early  settlements  and  people  on  the 
Cumberland.  The  Old  North  State  had  her  cares  and  burdens  more 
immediately  at  home,  and  at  this  early  day  had  virtually  said  to  emigrants, 
you  wull  rush  into  that  distant  wilderness,  you  must  take  care  of 
yourselves  : establish  your  strongholds  and  defend  them  yourselves.” 

On  the  19th  April  General  Washington  issued  his  proclamation  for 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  recommending  the  offering  of  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  many  blessings  conferred  upon  the  American 
people. 

Whether  the  stationed  pioneers  on  the  Cumberland  received  intelli- 
gence of  this  suspension  of  active  warfare  before  the  fill  of  the  year, 
we  know  not,  but  in  December  they  were  assured  that  the  Revolutionaiy 
War  was  actually  ended  on  the  30th  of  November.  When  they  heard  this, 
they  rejoiced.”  We  need  not  doubt  this.  Andrew  Ewin  raised  himself 
up  to  his  full  height,  whenever,  in  after-days,  the  reception  of  this  news 
was  mentioned,  and  he  said  that  ‘‘Robertson,  and  all  the  rest  of  us,  felt 
a foot  taller,  and  straightened  from  the  bend  of  a dog’s  hind-leg  to  an 
erect  figure.” 

For  a time  this  event  seems  to  have  influenced  the  conduct  of  the 
Indians.  If  they  came  near  the  settlements,  they  were  in  pursuit  of 
game.  Indirect  messages  vrerc  sent  and  received,  expressive  of  a friendly 
disposition,  and  suggestions  were  made  to  them  by  Col.  Robertson,  that 
if  some  of  their  chiefs  would  make  known  such  a wish,  the  States  might 
appoint  some  persons  to  hold  talks  and  conferences  with  them.  Tie 
wished  to  explain  to  them  the  character  of  his  settlement  on  the  Cum- 
berland ; that  he  and  all  others  came  here,  not  for  war,  but  peace ; not  to 
disturb  the  red  men,  but  to  enjoy  quiet  homes  and  cultivate  their  fields ; 
that  they  had  “treated  for  these  lands  and  paid  for  them.” 

The  stationers  communicated  to  their  waiting  friends  the  news  of  the 
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quiet,  peaceable  times  whicli  they  began  to  enjoy,  and  urged  them  to 
hasten  to  this  beautiful  country.  The  tide  of  emigration  set  this  yay 
for  a few  months.  The  Old  Nortli  State  saw  some  very  good  citizens 
dejwt  from  their  birth-phu-es,  strike  out  into  the  wilderness,  across  the 
mountains,  and  to  tliis  far-off  border.  They  brouglit  with  them  a laree 
supply  of  horses  and  cattle,  with  axes  and  farming-implements  and 
mechanics’  tools,  good  guns,  and  much  powder  and  lead.  They  were 
heartily  wehauned.  Some  persons  from  Virginia  also  came,  and  soon 
made  selections  of  yaluable  lands. 

The  question  of  boundary  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Xorib 
Carolina  began  to  be  disemssed  among  the  people  with  more  and  more 
interest.  Some  of  tlie  emigrants,  in  moying  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
did  not  con-templale  a change  of  citizenship.  The  reader  will  remember, 
that  as  Col.  Ponelson  and  his  party  of  emigrants  were  ascending  the 
Cumberlaml  in  the  spring  of  1780,  they  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  meet 
Col.  Richard  Henderson  with  a party  of  suryeyors  on  the  bank  of  the 
riyer. 

In  1779  the  Assemblies  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  appointed 
commissioners  to  extend  the  line  which  had  been  run  by  Jefferson 
and  Fry,  and  Vreldmi  and  Churton.  Four  experienced  surveyors  were 
again  appointed.  On  the  part  of  Virginia  they  were  Dr.  Thomas  Walker 
and  General  Daniel  Smith;  on  the  part  of  Carolina,  Col.  Richard  Hen- 
derson and  William  R.  Smith.  They  met  and  began  yrhere  the  former 
surveyors  ended  tlielr  work.  They  ran  together  about  forty-five  miles  : 
a difference  there  arose ; the  North  Carolina  commissioners  contended, 
that  from  astronomical  ob.servations,  the  line  should  be  farther  to  the 
north;  the  Virginia  surveyors  contended  for  the  southern  line.  The 
variance  was  about  two  milus.  Walker  and  Smith  continued  their  survev, 
and  marked  the  line  to  the  Tennessee  River;  from  thence  to  the  Missis- 
sippi the  line  was  not  run  and  marked,  but,  by  taking  an  observation  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  the  point  was  designated  for  the  termination  of 
the  boundary.  Col.  Henderson  continued  his  parallel  line,  two  miles 
north,  until  it  crossed  the  Cumlterland  River  below  Clarksville.  At  this 
point  it  was,  we  presume,  that  Col.  Donelson  and  Col.  Henderson  met. 

As  settlements  were  made  along  thc.se  lines,  and  upon  the  narrow  belt 
of  country  between,  difficultii‘s  arose  as  to  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  civil 
and  criminal  process.  Persons  living  between  the  linos  sometimes  ad- 
hered to  the  one  and  then  to  the  other  State;  some  repudiated  all 
authority  of  either.  iMucli  confusion  and  mischief  resulted  from  this 
unsettled  affair,  and,  as  popul.itinn  and  improvements  increa.sed,  and  tlie 
lands  enhanced  in  value,  these  difticultics  multiplied.  Various  effort.s 
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were  made  to  adjust  tliem  by  acts  of  legislation.  The  ‘‘Walker”  or 
Yirginia  line  was  finally,  agreed  upon  under  a convention  authorized  by 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  dated  February  2d,  1S20.  The 
commissioners  were  John  J.  Crittenden  and  Robert  Trimble,  in  behalf 
of  Kentucky,  and  Felix  Grundy  and  William  L.  Brown  in  behalf  of 
Tennessee.  The  “Walker”  line  was  agreed  to  be  correct. 

It  was  in  this  year,  1782,  that  certain  restless,  predatory  bands  of 
Indians  took  positions  upon  the  Tennessee  River,  whence  they  made 
excursions  into  the  settlements  on  the  Cumberland  for  tlie  purpose  of 
stealing  horses  and  killing  the  settlors.  Tliese  Ishmaelites  were  known  as 
the  Chickamaugas — at  least  were  so  called  when  they  lived  upon  the 
Chickamauga,  (at  and  near  the  Lookout  Mountain  or  Chattanooga.)  As 
a restless,  plundering  set  they  were  known  when  they  lived  upon  the 
Tugulo  and  Keowee.  They  sometimes  occupied  towns  upon  the  Ten- 
nessee above  the  mouth  of  Holston  River.  They  never  had  any  towns 
or  claimed  any  right  to  lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Their  conduct  was  such  as  to  call  for  chastisement  in  the  same  year  in 
which  the  Declaration  of  American  Indc-pendence  was  made.  In  that 
year  General  Williamson  marched  to  their  towns  on  the  Keowee  and 
Tugulo,  and  destroyed  them.  General  Rutherford  destroyed  their  prin- 
cipal towns  on  the  Tennessee. 

Soon  after  this  they  proposed  to  hold  a “talk”  with  the  white  people  : 
to  this  the  whites  assented.  A treaty  was  entered  into  between  them 
and  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Yir- 
V ginia,  and  another  with  commissioners  appointed  by  Yirginia  and  Kortli 
Carolina.  By  these  treaties  they  ceded  large  tracts  of  land — very  exten- 
sive territories — to  these  States.  As  a very  roving  class  of  savages,  they 
claimed  the  ownership  of  a vast  wilderness. 

After  the  invasion  of  their  country  and  the  burning  of  their  towns  in 
1776,  they  erected  new  ones  lower  down  on  the  Tennessee  and  on  Chicka- 
mauga Creek.  A small  number  settled  on  the  Mobile.  As  thieves  and 
robbers,  these  Indians  did  not  always  harmonize  and  act  in  consort,  yet 
they  were  all  quite  willing  to  wage  their  accustomed  warfare  upon  the 
whites  and  their  property. 

In  this  year  (1782)  as  we  have  intimated,  most  of  them  abandoned 
their  towns  on  the  Chickamauga.  They  had  not  been  disturbed  there  by 
any  white  man,  nor  had  any  threats  been  made  against  their  peaceful 
residence  there.  The  reason  assigned  for  removal  was,  (or  such  is  charged 
a.s  influencing  them.)  tliat  they  were  vexed  to  .see  the  white  poo]do  advanc- 
ing so  far  beyond  them,  and  making  settlements  upon  the  Cumberland. 
“ Nigger  Jack  Civir*  gave  such  apology. 
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It  would  have  been  difficult  for  any  inquirer,  even  at  that  day,  to  have 
ascertained  satisfactorily  the  motives  by  which  savage  tribes  were  actuated 
in  their  various  movements.  And  if  we  should  attempt  to  explain  the 
schemes  and  conduct  of  leading  chiefs,  as  avowed  in  talks,  or  seemingly 
developed  at  later  days,  we  might  greatly  err.  There  is  a Providence,  a 
certain  overruling  Providence,  directing  or  affecting  this  heathen  people, 
which  the  Christian  student  may  well  regard  with  interest,  Yv"e  some- 
times think  we  could  offer  some  iustnictive  or  plausible  suggestions  upon 
this  mysterious  dealing,  but  then,  again,  we  distrust  our  cwu  wisdom,  and 
forbear.  We  leave  to  others  to  take  hold  of  prominent  events,  as  we 
record  them ; and  if  they  can  see  where  and  how  all  tlie  links  in  the  great 
and  lesser  chains  connect,  they  will  not  have  studied  in  vain  or  unpro- 
fitably.  If  “an  imdevout  astronomer  is  mad,^^  the  student  of  history 
who  denies  a superintending  Providence  is  a fool.  When  these  Indians 
deserted  their  towns  on  the  Chickamaiiga,  some  of  them  returned  to  their 
old  haunts,  but  most  of  them  moved  some  forty  miles  farther  down  the 
river,  and  built  what  were  subsequently  knovui  as  “'the  Five  Toavds,’’  or 
“ Five  Lower  Tovvns.’’  Here  were  soon  concentrated  the  most  warlike 
portion  of  the  nation.  The  principal  part  of  the  population  was  here. 

At  these  towns  they  were  nearer  to  the  Cumberland  settlements,  and  to 
the  great  park  of  buffalo  and  deer.  They  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
to  hunt,  where  game  was  so  abundant.  They  became  envious  of  these 
white  settlers  ; they  felt  disposed  to  contend,  not  only  for  the  vrild  animals, 
but  for  the  wilderness  itself.  Perhaps  we  shall  discover  some  other  and 
a covcH  influence  operating,  and  which  continued  to  work  upon  the 
weak  and  murderous  squrit  of  these  savages  for  many  years,  and  to  the 
great  distress  of  the  stationers  on  the  Cumberland, 

These  Indians  had  no  right,  did  not  even  set  up  a claim,  to  these  lands, 
either  before  or  during  the  American  Pevolution.  So  far  as  Indian 
titles  were  ree<Agnized,  these  wild  unoccupied  lands  belonged  to  the 
Chickasaws.  Prior  to  the  llevolution  the  Chickasaws  held  considerable 
possessions,  for  toAvns  and  field.s,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee, 
The  “Chickasaw  Old  Fields,”  above  Muscle  Slioals,  are  well  known:  they 
had  some  small  toAvns  in  tl»e  same  section,  and  yet  this  nation  was  con- 
centrating its  population  upon  and  near  the  Bluffs  of  tlie  great  Father  of 
Waters.  These  highlands  thus  obtained  the  name  of  the  Chickasavr 
Bluffs. 

In  respect  of  Indian  titles  to  lands  on  the  Cumberland,  we  may  remark 
in  the  way  of  summary,  that  by  an  early  treaty  the  northern  tribes  had 
coded  the  lan<is  to  Groat  Britain  ; that  at  the  Lorm  Island  of  Hol>t()n, 
Cherokee  chief  remarked  to  Colouol  Kichard  Henderson:  “You,  Caro- 
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lina  Dick,  liave  deceived  your  people : you  told  tliem  that  we  sold  you 
the  Cumberland  lands,  when  you  know  we  only  sold  you  our  claim. 
They  belong  to  our  brothers,  the  Chick;isaws,  as  far  as  the  head-waters  of 
Duck  and  Elk  Divers.’’  The  Chickasaws  ceded  these  lands  at  the 
treaty  held  on  the  spot  where  Nashville  now  stands,  in  J une,  1783,  under 
the  authority  of  Virginia.  This  was  the  Donelson  and  Martin  Treaiy, 
which,  being  authorized  only  by  one  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy,  does 
not  appear  among  the  treaties  made  under  sanction  of  the  United  States. 
They  confirmed  this  at  Hopewell,  as  did  also  the  Cherokees.  At  the  con- 
ference held  in  Nashville,  or  at  Colonel  llobcrtson's,  the  Chickasaws 
repeated  these  declarations  in  the  presence  of  the  Cherokees,  who  ap- 
proved of  what  was  said,  or  did  not  contradict.  xVt  a subsequent  council 
the  Cherokees  admitted  the  declaration  of  the  Chickasaws  was  cor- 
rect. Thus  the  ‘^stationers”  were  not  intruders  upon  lands  of  any 
Indians,  and  assuredly  not  upon  any  rights  of  Indians  of  the  Five  Towns. 
These  Cherokees  had  no  rights  here. 

The  people  at  Eaton’s  Station  determined  to  construct,  “in  a small 
way,”  a corn-mill  and  liom ini/- pounder.  For  these  purposes  they  made 
a dam  across  the  small  creek  which  empties  into  the  Cumberland  at  the 
foot  of  the  high  land  on  which  the  station  was  erected.  By  the  con- 
struction of  a race,  or  ditch,  by  the  side  of  the  branch,  sufficient  fall  of 
water  was  obtained  to  turn  a pair  of  rudely  cut  stones,  and  thus  “ to  do 
some  giinding  by  a slow  process.”  But  the  liominp -jiounder  was  the 
^^chef  d'otuvre,”  the  masterpiece  of  original  and  aboriginal  machinery. 

To  beat  corn  and  make  hominy  by  the  use  of  the  hand-pestle  and  the 
spring-pole  was  no  novelty.  The  “living  creature”  was  always  there: 
when  that  moved,  it  moved,  not  otherwise.  But  here  is  a device  by 
which,  “while  water  runs,  the  thinr/  will  keep  thumping^  and  crack  the 
corn.”  A trough  Wiis  made  some  twelve  feet  long,  and  placed  upon  a 
pivot,  or  balance,  and  was  so  dug  out  that  by  letting  the  water  run  in  at 
one  end  of  the  trough,  it  tvould  fill  up  so  as  to  overcome  the  ct[uipoise, 
when  one  end  would  descend,  and  the  water  rushing  out,  the  trough,  or 
log,  would  return  to  its  e<iuilibrium,  •coming  down  at  the  other  end  with 
considerable  force,  where  a pestle,  or  hammer,  was  made  to  strike  with 
force  sufficient  to  crack  the  grains  of  corn. 

This  was  an  av/idlg  duw  process.  But  of  old,  “nece.ssity  has  been  the 
mother  of  invention.”  8o  another  millwright,  or  rather  wheelwright,  who 
was  iMr.  Cartwright,  constructed  a wheel,  upon  the  rim  of  which  he 
fastened  a number  of  cows’  horns,  in  .such  position  that  :us  each  liorn  was 
filled  by  water  from  the  little  stream,  its  weight  turned  the  wheel  so  that 
the  next  horn  presented  its  opened  empty  mouth  to  receive  its  supply  of 
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water-weight,  and  thus  keep  the  wheel  in  constant  revolution.  To  a 
crank  was  attached  the  apparatus  for  ‘‘corn -cracking.”  xknd  so  the 
water  descended,  tilled  the  horns,  served  its  turn  in  turning  the  wheel, 
was  emptied  out  as  it  passed  its  apex,  and  many  little  blows  (or  cling, 
chugs,”  as  the  miller  called  them)  were  made  upon  the  quart  of  corn 
which  was  deposited  in  the  mortar;  and  so  that  worked.  Heyden  and 
James  Wells  were  the  owners  of  this  mill-seat,  water-wheel,  trough,  and 
hominy-block.  They  rank  as  the  earliest  millers  in  Middle  Tennessee. 

Their  “successful  cx])eriment”  was  soon  “bruited  abroad,”  and  “scared 
up”  rival  establishments  in  the  Cumberland  settlements.  Gasper  and  his 
brother  George  IMansker  “commenced  their  little  fixings  for  making 
meal,  not  a mile  from  Mansker’s  Station,  and  succeeded  as  well  as  they 
expected;  that  is  to  say,  not  overly  well.”  But  the  “master-millers” 
were  Frederick  Stump  and  John  Buchanan.  “Captain  Stump  had  a 
real  good  dam,  and  real  good  mill,  and  made  right-down  good  corn  meal, 
at  his  mill  on  White’s  Creek.  And  he  had  a distillery  too”  ^'Tico, 
too,  too,  too,  Till  the  Indians  burned  it  up,  or  burned  it  down.  And 
then  he  built  much  larger,  or  else  Twas  Johny  Wright,  the  Englishman.” 
(So  says  Overton  and  his  chum.) 

Mr.  Kouncevall  also  erected  a mill  on  a bra,nch  of  White’s  Creek,  and 
“the  dam  it  washed  away,  and  then  he  give  it  up.”  Major  Buchanan 
had  the  mill  on  Mill  Creek,  two  miles  south  of  Nashville,  and  “the  road 
passed  from  the  Bluff  (Nashville)-  to  Buchanan’s  mill  across  the  academy 
(college)  land.” 


m 


.si»> 


,»i  >t  ^ 1 ''  T O a 1 *4  1 0 '£  JT  0 T a \ n 


a >..Q 


,.  i,rj.  '•.a«!ji''W»-<i’>')'>“  Wt  4l*vnf{ir,v<>»  tK>rf'v<i£ta  Mw  iUB’W 
.,i«  ...1,  •'!  I'.t.i  brr«  ,..ii.wf  m(> 

.ru  Mufltt  «it»  ■»!(■  ti  ««»w  W*»«»  *«  :%«■;%< 

.,  ». ' .t  * r ^ .,'  A-‘i  ‘ '“'.Ajtti 


k # 


r^j>a  ftufi 


. r'^  > i-’iv.J>  -ii)!f  -.tMl«  fiwfeiiwtblt" 

.,I!i«t'.  ..V.  •.•M’  illl  jijJl  '^il(W/  >tW!W6  4’ : 


S-<sl 


.„.  i-.,.  „wpl,:.i.;yn,  i...  ^IbiV'ifes ^ 


P¥i 


y)  " ’'■  * y-' —p  ',r* 

V-  'noHMtj:' J5  h^i|  — i 

, .„„ob  4 b.n»cf  ’lo  ,<!«  1i  tortTirf  . 

„«...u;....a  Sdi  ‘4.,<*.:t.  «(«i«  1’»#  * 

it.tuad  ->oiy-'£  "4”  4. 

' '.-da  - lw«  flifiTfieJi/.  to  I'.Ufos  «4««  «'»•>  ■■•'  U.iKjuO'  Sii.»«  ^ 

„h,’.,.,  ,4.  ,.-.-:to  Ui«>  %«a «*  ®oa^»^  = i 




/%■ 


K'“V 


V >f4%»v'*lP. 


^■■'f’i:'  'i-W 

■ • =.  ■y’''’j/o'J 

1.34^'  yj  /rA'.'d -'t  I 




,‘V' 


fef  ♦,  , . 

irf.  *.'»  . ••^»  ^ . 

.1^.  .■Wu'.P’ 


■i  /'■'-■'/< 


HISTORY  OP  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE, 


1C9 


CHAPTER  X. 

1783. 

January  1st.  In  all  parts  of  the  Confederacy  there  were  congratula- 
tions among  the  people  on  this  first  day  of  a new  year.  Seven  years  had 
come  and  gone,  in  which  little  of  cheerfulness  and  the  giving  of  gifts 
had  commemorated  the  incoming  year. 

Peace  had  been  proclaimed,  independence  acknowledged,  and  the 
hearts  of  the  people  were  indeed  glad.  This  joy  spread  all  over  the 
land ; its  waves  were  not  delayed  upon  the  mountains — the  tidings  were 
hastened  to  the  settlements  on  the  Cumberland ; and,  having  a little 
powder  left,  they  could  not  refrain  from  appropriating  a portion  for  a 
feu  de  joie,  to  which  they  added  an  unlimited  amount  of  hurrahs,  jubi- 
lations, and  congratulations.  It  was  “ Hurrah  for  AVashington,  hurrah 
for  Congress,  hurrah  for  Carolina,  and  hurrah  for  us  !”  G reat  as  was 
the  joy  elsewhere,  there  was  no  small  amount  of  it  here.  A common 
exclamation  with  the  mothers  and  grandmothers  was,  “ Bless  the  Lord ! 
Bless  the  Lord  !’^ 

And  now  let  us  quote  from  the  records  of  the  Court  and  Government 
of  Notables. 

North  Carolina,  Cumberland  River,  January  7th,  1783. 

“ The  manifold  sufferings  and  distresses  that  the  settlers  here  have 
from  time  to  time  undergone,  even  almost  from  our  first  settling,  with 
the  desertion  of  the  greater  number  of  the  first  adventurers,  being  so 
discouraging  to  the  remaining  few,  that  all  administration  of  justice 
seemed  to  cease  from  amongst  us;  which,  however  weak,  whether  in 
Constitution,  administration,  or  execution,  yet  has  been  construed  in  our 
favor,  against  those  whose  malice  or  interest  would  insinuate  us  a people 
fled  to  a hiding-place  from  ju.stice,  and  the  revival  of  them  again 
earnestly  recommended ; and  now,  having  a little  respite  granted,  and 
numbers  returning  to  iis ; it  appears  highly  nccc.ssary  that,  for  the  com- 
mon weal  of  the  whole,  the  securing  of  peace,  the  performance  of  contract 
between  man  and  man,  together  with  the  suppre.s.sion  of  vice,  a^ain  to 
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revive  our  former  manner  of  ■proceedings^  pursuant  to  the  plan  agreed 
upon  at  our  first  settling  here;  and  to  proceed  accordingly,  iintli  such 
times  as  it  shall  please  the  Legislature  to  grant  us  the  salutary  benefit  of 
the  law  duly  administered  amongst  (pis)  by  their  authority. 

“ To  this  end,  previous  notice  having  been  given  to  the  several  sta- 
tioners to  elect  twelve  men  of  their  several  stations,  whom  they  thought 
most  proper  for  the  business,  and  being  elected  to  meet  at  Xashborough 
on  the  7th  day  of  Januaiy,  1783, 

^LVccordingly  there  met  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid, 

Colonel  James  Robertson,  Heydon  Wells, 

Captain  George  Freeland,  James  IMaulding, 

' Thomas  Molloy,  Ebenezer  Titus, 

Isaac  Linsey,  Samuel  Barton, 

David  Rounsevall,  x\ndrew  Ewin, 

Constituting  themselves  into  a Committee  for  purposes  aforesaid,  by 
voluntarily  taking  the  following  oath,  viz. : 

‘ I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  that,  as  a member  of  Committee,  I will 
do  equal  right  and  justice,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judg- 
ment, in  the  decisions  of  all  causes  that  shall  be  laid  before  me,  without 
fear,  flivor,  or  partiality.  8o  help  me  God  !’ 

The  Committee  so  constituted  proceeded  to  elect  Andrew  Ew  in  to 
be  their  Clerk,  John  Montgomery  to  be  Sheriff  of  the  district,  and 
Colonel  James  Robertson  to  be  their  Chair-man.  And  to  fix  the  Clerk’s 
fees.'^ 

In  Haywood’s  history,  Robertson  bears  the  title  of  Captain  down  to 
the  year  1784,  whereas  it  is  evident  from  these  records  and  many  papers, 
that  he  had  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  the  higher  rank  and 
title  of  ^‘Colonel.'”  And  this  he  bore  for  many  years,  and  until  he 
received  from  General  Washington  the  commission  of  Major-General. 

Military  titles  were  not  so  common  and  cheap  in  tliose  days  as  they 
have  become  since  our  war  of  1812  with  England  and  with  Mexico.  The 
rank  of  Colonel  or  General  implied  some  memory  of  service  rendered,  or 
a pledge  of  readine.ss  to  “dare  and  do  or  die”  in  defence  of  the  country. 
Neither  words  nor  ammunition  were  w'a.<ted  then. 

After  the  organization  of  the  primitive  government  on  May-day,  1780, 
down  to  January,  1783,  w'e  have  no  records,  not  even  a fugitive  scrap  or 
sheet,  of  which  that  ready  Clerk,  Andrew  Ewin,  wa.s  usually  so  careful. 
The  people  were  so  greatly  exposed  and  kept  in  such  constant  alarm, 
some  leaving,  and  many  agitating  the  propriety  or  possibility  of  remain- 
ing; all  admitting  that  their  perils  were  imminent,  and  were  likely  so  to 
continue  for  an  indefinite  period,  that  we  may  presume  there  were  no 
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regular  meetings  of  tlie  Judges,  and  no  regular  minutes  made.  In  all 
probability  there  were  no  consultations,  decisions,  or  acts  rcipiiring  a 
record.  Indeed,  there  could  have  been  little  else  attended  to  than  the 
procuring  of  mcat  from  the  woods  and  the  maintenance  of  their  defences. 
Their  numbers  were  reduced  to  seventy  men. 

From  our  researches  we  conclude  that,  immediately  after  the  adoption 
of  the  ‘‘Articles,’^  an  election  was  held  at  the  stations;  and  that  then 
Ilobertsou  was  chosen  Colonel ; Donelson,  Lieutenant-Colonel ; Lucas, 
Major;  and  George  Freeland,  Mauldin,  Bledsoe,  and  Blackemore,  Cap- 
tains. After  the  ‘‘fright,  fight,  and  flight^’’  or  the  “dispersion,”  there 
was  (as  we  have  shown)  a “revival”  and  “election,”  and  who  vrere  then 
“the  chosen”  appears  upon  the  records,  under  date  of  loth  March,  1783. 

When  such  a man  as  Colonel  John  Donelson  deemed  it  best  to  take 
his  departure,  and  did  remove  with  his  family  to  Kentuclcy,  who  would 
censure  others  for  going?  How  many  braver  and  hardier  pioneers  could 
be  found,  loho  icould  remain;  stai/,  happen  what  might? 

Often  would  these  encaged  pioneers  have  repeated  among  them  the 
gloomy  adage,  “The  darkest  hour  is  just  before  the  break  of  day,”  They 
had  already  seen  so  many  dark  hours,  that  some  doubted  whether  day 
would  ever  dawn.  The  least  opening  of  the  clouds  and  faintest  streak 
of  light  was  gazed  at,  and  awakened  some  expectations  in  strong  and  in 
faint  hearts.  They  could  not — none  could — lift  up  the  veil  and  penetrate 
the  future.  The  clouds  shut  down  too  near  and  densely  around.  The 
noise  and  confusion  of  war  with  England  was  said  to  have  passed  away 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  and  that  the  sweet  influences  of  peace 
were  there,  whilst  here  the  conflict  seemed  but  begun,  or  continued 
under  the  reveugeful  spirit  of  England,  our  late  enemy,  the  jealousy  of 
France,  jmd  cunning  of  Spain,  our  late  allies,  and  all  working  with  the 
same  instruments,  the  savages  upon  our  borders.  Malum  per  se,  malum 
nascens  2?er  alios. 

As  some  of  the  Spanish  ofl&cers  had  entered  into  correspondence  at 
this  time  with  Colonel  Robertson,  we  shall  notice  it,  and  some  other 
matters,  in  our  comments”  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year  information  was  received  by  the  sta- 
tioners that  the  State  of  Virginia  had  appointed,  or  was  about  to  appoint 
“plenipotentiaries,  with  full  powers”  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
Indian  nations  upon  or  adjacent  to  her  w'estern  bor<lers.  In  a short 
time  it  was  understood  that  Colonels  Donelson  and  3Iartin  ha<l  received 
such  appointments,  and  that  they  dc.sired  to  invite  the  Cherokees  and 
Chickasaws  to  meet  them  at  one  of  the  Cumberland  stations.* 


* See  Chapter  X. 
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They  were  also  in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  a company  of  survey ors, 
ami,  as  was  supposed,  fully  authorized  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to 
run  out  tracts  of  land,  to  which  the  stationers  ^yere  entitled,  and  a large 
tract  donated  to  Major-General  Greene  for  his  military  services.  This 
was  much  spoken  of  aojong  the  settlors,  who  now  hoped  that,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  State,  quiet  homes  would  be  acquired,  that  the  population 
would  be  so  increased,  they  need  have  not  much  fear  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  that  a regular  government  would  soon  exist. 

Within  a fev/  days  after  this  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Ticeh'e, 
or  of  ten  out  of  the  twelve,  the  people  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  a 
visit  from  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  to  lay  off  lands  for  the 
satisfaction  of  services  rendered  by  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  and  also  to  examine  the  claims  to  preemption  rights  by  settlers  on 
Cumberland,  prior  to  June,  1780;  also  to  lay  off  twenty-five  thousand 
acres  of  land  given  by  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  to  General  Greene, 
^^as  a mark  of  the  iiigh  sense  entertained  of  his  extraordinary  services  in 
the  war  of  the  Ilevolution.^’ 

The  Commissioners,  Absalom  Tatom,  Isaac  Shelby,  and  Anthony  Bled- 
soe, were  accompanied  by  a guard  of  one  hundred  soldiers,  as  also  by 
several  families  of  emigrants.  This,  indeed,  seemed  a most  fortunate 
juncture,  and  well  calculated  to  inspire  hope  and  confidence;  but  they 
soon  had  to  say,  ‘‘  these  hopes  were  not  without  the  counterpoise  of  savage 
persecution.” 

Boger  Top,  one  of  the  guard  who  came  with  the  Commissioners,  was 
killed,  and  Iloger  Glass  badly  wounded,  and  this  within  a few  days  after 
they  had  arrived.  (The  place  at  which  these  two  men  were  attacked  by 
the  Indians,  is  believed  to  be  the  spring  near  the  residence  of  the  writer 
of  thc.se  sketches,  two  miles  south  of  the  Public  Square  in  Nashville.) 
Two  nights  thereafter  the  Indians  killed  a man  near  ^yilson’s  Spring, 
now  in  the  city. 

These  were  daring  acts,  for  the  .savages  must  have  known  of  the  fresh 
numbers  arrived,  and  of  the  milit:iry  escort.  The  Commissioners  were  in 
session  at  the  fort  on  the  blu{I  when  these  outrages  were  committed ; but 
the  u'uard  was  so  strong,  and  so  many  of  the  people  (anxious  to  see  the 
country  on  Puck  lliver)  accompanied  the  Commissioners  when  they  pro- 
ceeded to  run  out  the  binds  for  General  Greene,  that  no  disturbances  were 
made  by  the  Indians  to  the  surveyors.  A few  surv'eys  were  made  for 
various  persons,  in  different  directions  from  the  bluff’;  and  when  the 
Indians  discovered  explorers,  or  surveyors,  unprotected,  they  were  very 
ready  to  seek  their  dcstru(*tion.  1’hus  they  found  and  killed  Ireson  and 
Barnet  soon  after  the  return  of  the  large  party  from  Puck  Biver.  They 
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also  killed  William  and  Joseph  Dunham,  on  Richland  Creek,  and  Daniel 
Dunham,  not  far  distant,  and  another  near  Mr.  Castleman’s,  south  of 
Dunham’s.  They  also  shot  and  killed  Betsey  Williams,  who  was  riding  on 
the  same  horse  behind  Patsey  Rains  : then  Joseph  Xoland,  and  a son  of 
Thomas  Noland;  and  some  time  later  in  the  y ear  they  killed  the  father 
himself;  and  then  the  father  of  Betsey  Williams  above  mentioned. 
They  also  killed  William  Mulhorrin,  Samuel  Buchanan,  and  three  others, 
who  were  guarding  Buc-hanan’s  Station,  which  was  erected  about  five 
miles  from  the  Bluff.  William  Overall  and  Joshua  Thomas  were  killed; 
^^and  so  the  Indians  kept  on  killing,”  carefully  avoiding  an  open  conflict. 
Yet  we  must,  at  this  date,  mention  an  instance  of  their  coming  into  an 
open  field  to  fight.  The  Indians  in  numbers  came  to  the  settlements  at 
the  Bluffs,  stole  all  the  horses  they  could  find,  and  started  south  with  the 
best  speed  they  could  make.  A party  of  twenty  white  men,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Pruett,  pursued,  overtook,  fired  upon,  and  dispersed 
the  Indians,  recaptured  the  horses,  and  recrossing  Duck  River,  they 
encamped  for  the  night.  At  daylight  the  Indians  attacked  the  whites, 
and  killed  Moses  Brown.  The  whites  escaped  out  of  the  cane-brake  into 
open  ground,  halted,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle ; the  Indians  advanced 
in  good  order,  and  commencing  the  attack,  shot  down  Daniel  Pruett  and 
Daniel  Johnson,  wounded  Morris  Shine  and  others.  The  Indians  had 
numbers  sufficient  to  overpower  the  whites,  so  that  the  latter  abandoned 
the  horses  which  they  had  recovered,  ami  made  the  best  of  their  retreat 
to  the  Bluff;  indeed,  losing  some  additional  horses  and  several  valuable 
lives.  It  was  really  a sad  defeat  of  the  whites,  over  which  the  savages 
greatly  rejoiced. 

Captain  Pruett  contemned  the  practice  of  fighting  from  behind  trees, 
in  which  real  ‘Cindian  hunters”  acquired  great  advantages.  The  Pruetts 
had  but  recently  arrived,  and  were  unpracticed  in  Indian  warfare. 

The  condition  of  the  stationers  improved  very  much  this  year.  Tliere 
were  accessions  to  their  numbers,  and  these  of  most  respectable  charac- 
ter, and  many  improvements  in  progress  in  various  directions.  It 
was  cheering  to  the  people  here  to  learn  that  yet  much*  larger  num- 
bers were  added  to  the  settlements  in  Kentucky.  The  year  was  distin- 
guished by  the  increase  in  Kentucky. 

The  mode  of  reaching  those  settlements  was  not  encompasse<l  with  so 
many  difficulties  as  had  been  encountered  by  emigrants  to  tlie  Cumber- 
land. The  great  channel  was  the  Ohio  River  and  its  tributaries  ; ami  the 
boats  used  varied  in  construction  and  in  name  from  the  lumber-raft,  flats, 
arks,  barges,  keels,  perogue,  canoe,  skiff. 

Some  goods  were  brought  by  the  same  conveyances,  but  for  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  the  first  rZry-goods*  store  ia  the  new  country,  the  stock  was 
packed  from  Philadelphia  to  tlie  Falls  upon  horses.  This  was  the  store 
of  Paniel  Broadhead.  The  second  store  was  at  Lexington,  and  was 
opened  by  Colonel  (afterwards  General)  James  Wilkinson. 

Small  supplies  for  the  Cuinbcrland  settlers  were  purchased  at  Wilkin- 
son’s store,  and  thus  a knowledge  obtained  by  some  of  these  stationers 
of  a man  who  was  already  forming  schemes  which  he  deemed  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  great  valley  of  the  West  in  all  coining 
time  : schemes  mysterious  at  the  time,  and  never  fully  exposed : schemes 
in  which  the  Cumberland  people  were  craftily  sought  to  be  implicated 
through  a few  of  tlic  prominent  citizens. 

It  w'as  several  years  later  than  this  when  a small  dry-goods  store  vras 
opened  at  the  little  town  in  the  cedars  at  the  Bluff.  And  then  salt  was 
of  more  value  than  silks  and  broadcloths. 

The  name  of  ‘‘Lardner  Clark,  Merchant  and  Ordinary  Keeper,”  may 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  dealers  in  dry-goods,  thimbles,  and 
pins  for  ladies,  dinners  and  lic[uor  for  men,  and  provender  for  horses. 

The  merchant-princes  of  our  city,  and  the  landlords  of  our  hotels, 
need  not  be  a.sluimed  to  bo  called  ‘^successors  of  Hoii’ble  Lardner  Clark,” 
for  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  also.  Ten  horses,  packed  wdth  goods 
from  Philadelphia,  travelling  by  slow  stages  through  the  length  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  arriving  at  the  Bluff  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1786,  was  a sight 
worth  looking  at,  and  proves  that  Nashville  was  not  then  “a  one-horso 
toym.” 

We  doubt  if  the  Honorable  Lardner  Clark,  in  the  half-dozen  years  in 
which  he  was  in  business,  imported  or  sold  a single  dress  of  silk  or  satin. 
Cheap,  plain  ciiint7.e.s  and  calicoes,  and  unbleached  linens  and  coarse 
woollens,  coii.stituted  the  choice  of  the  stock. 

For  his  imjiortod  goods  the  merchant  was  glad  to  receive  peltries  : 
skins  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  buffalo  bull’s,  the  monster  bear’s, 
down  to  the  spotted  fawn’s  and  soil,  fine  velvet  of  the  beaver  and  bare. 

We  know  not  wlio  wots  first  adorned  with  an  elegant,  stiff  brocade 
petticoat ; (but  there  were  several  among  our  grandmothers  before  the 
close  of  the  last  century;)  that  was  a distinction  among  ladies  who  had 
little  of  pride  and  envy.  This,  however,  we  may  assert  of  each  and  all 
of  those  who  were  here  in  this  year  of  our  Lord  1783  : (and  for  several 
year.s  thereafter  G they  were  very  glad  to  wear  moccasins  and  leather 
aprons  through  the  day,  and  to  sleep  wrapped  up  in  a bufnilo-robc  and 
bear-skin  at  niuht. 

Almost  every  man  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  modus  operand i 
usually  practiced  in  the  dressing  of  skins.  It  is  true  that  there  were  a 


•iiM 


Kl^  aT  t ^ 


.a;  » wi(»#r  n</.^ri04sH' .ii4>|--.--fi^^lW#»^  , ' ' 


8n?»  i^>cja«tii^x^ 
yVJjti 


j,A^  ivftif.  rCin; 


jiVKhuMir//.  ^ ''■' 

. /■,]  i^jjv 

fi*;  ui'iSisW 

l,^uf.;l.;f(ti  bfi  ‘>3  jd^m  f*i 

‘>'K.Jv  ^Ho<i^rih  mh  ibinl  mm 

slBt  *i^4l  UilL  ■' 


'1®  > 


■■««? 


X«at  ‘'.TVf'wa  rf'iuilnO’  hue  ,iTt4^  »il!rf>tt‘iX  <»l^« 

(•.j»  ,«f.Ui^Wt  liteti  #*  l«:  iwidf 


%/ 


.-..-•lull  w3  -wA»»WKt  hm  «?»i*8  to  »^»fc  ^<»iW  !*■«««* , 

.^r-■.'r.ll  wo  3o 

'',  JwiKl  I'-ofiifti  »l##S  8W«^^  t(|>B<(a  j4  Cs» ‘ttapiijMfo*  9^ 

.i-s>v2  rt«??  M3l»M}  t>i*wtwiI  . 

-■tiY''i..  iffcool  «a  iH'«w<}'*  «#:'«  .^l' 

^rf....  » ?r«  ,iJS<7i  wsr  j»i 

ts4w(^>..p  (.’•  0!»t;  It*  ^».w  stM'fMsSiiS  te4  'pi^f ^itmf'^t' 

,i'bc^.  io  **^ire''l«  ap-L^aU 

:e.^h)f-,i  Q^^osa  . 

r^:- 1>«*  Vw;«^  % 

i,la>i(n4 
- dj  -ot4iuu  m^AH.iulnt£vi  ^ 
h<nf-  oflw  p'ibfil  ^s;{ro&ut'  JiTriti>iiiA*aly'^/' 

Hi.  Uv.  tio^^  F®  ,^4T  . 

liiird’^sHfoH^ipi)  :8^TX 
*1^  ilh¥  4 ' <<ft  jfK^SSf  ■ tiiSir 

Ldi5  :>4ot-cJt^J!*i 
■w= 


?7ihjr-' 


■•Cit^-JJid  4**'^**^*’^ 

.„  -.-'V  r'-, 


w'  v^,ii(¥,-, , 

■ It" 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


175 


few  persons  wlio  possessed  superior  science  in  this  matter:  some  who 
could  give  a deer-skin  ‘Hhe  softness  of  Yelvet/^  the  beauty  of  “Canton 
, crape  silk/^ 

Every  kind  of  garment  for  the  wear  of  men  and  boys  was  made  of 
dressed  skins.  We  do  not  assert  that  they  all  wore  such,  and  “ nothing 
clse.’^  What  we  do  mean,  however,  is,  that  no  man  was  ashamed  to  wear 
leatlier  breeches  or  a leather  hiinting-shirt  or  fur  cap.  Most  of  them  were 
very  well  contented  to  be  thus  clothed.  Some  were  satisfied,  or  under 
necessity,  of  wholly  dispensing  wit^i  every  article  made  of  wool,  cotton, 
or  flax.  Like  “'the  said  Hood,’’  they  could  say  that  “'from  the  skin  out” 
they  were  dre.ssed  in  skin — moccasins,  pants,  shirts,  cap,  and  gloves  all 
of  dressed  or  undressed  skins.  x\lmost  out  of  the  world,  but  “in  the 
fashion.” 

In  a rainy  day,  or  an  evening’s  recreation,  the  men  assisted  in  “cutting 
out,  in  spinning  the  thread,  and  in  sewing  up  garments.”  The  process 
of  making  the  thread  or  leather  strings  was  often  skilfully  managed,  in 
cutting  a delicate  thread  or  a stouter  “2n7m?iy.”  A shoemaker’s  awl  was 
“the  needle  of  that  day.”  Men  were  useful  sewing-machines,  and  “the 
women  loved  to  have  it  so.”  xVnd  thus  men  and  women  helped  each 
other,  clothed  themselves  comfortably  and  genteelly  in  the  fashion,  and 
were  as  useful  and  happy  as  happy  could  bo.  Li  rehvji  sic  stantihus. 

This  “'matter  of  dress”  has  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the 
human  family  from  the  days  of  our  first  parents,  when  they  saw  that  they 
had  “nothing  to  wear,”  down  to  this  our  day  of  extravagance,  when  a 
lady  in  whose  wardrobe  are  twenty-five  dresses  will  assert  that  she  is  in 
the  condition  of  Grandmother  Eve,  and  has  “nothing  to  wear.” 

In  the  year  of  our  narrative,  1783,  there  was  a contest  carried  on 
between  the  “ highe  nobilitie”  in  England  and  France  as  to  the  invention 
of  ^^knitte  liosen,'’  and  “suche  liken  gearwain.”  The  company  of  stock- 
ing-knitters in  Paris  gave  the  credit  to  the  son  of  a Scotch  king,  thus 
dignifying  the  art  w'ith  royalty.  In  England  this  was  questioned.  In 
“Actes,  anno  3 and  6,  Ed.  VI.,  cap.  7,”  there  is  a clause  “limitinge  the 
tymes  for  buieing  and  selling  of  wolles,  chamblettes,  wolsteade,  stamine, 
knitte  hosen,  knitte  peticote,  knitte  gloves,  sleives,  hattes,  cappes,  tapis- 
sery,  coverlectes,”  etc. 

We  know  of  no  notable  discoveries  or  Inventions  by  the  early  settlers 
on  the  Cumberland,  unless  it  was  of  the  labor-saving  kind  at  the  “ hominy- 
mortar,”  or  primitive  mill,  turned  by  cow’s  horns. 

This  we  will  say,  and  say  it  proudly:  IVith  neat  simplicity,  and  leather 
dress,  they  had  a noble  bearing.  Xo  royal  son  of  Scottish  king,  or  heir- 
apparent  to  Englund’.s  throne,  no  dutchess  born  or  queenly  maid,  could 
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face  tlie  king  of  day  or  King  of  Heaven  vvith  nobler  step,  a dearer  eye. 
a better  hearty  or  more  heavenly  hopes  than  some  who  walked  on  the  free 
soil  and  among  the  mighty  monarchs  of  these  forests  wide. 

^‘To  dress  or  not  to  dress,’’  and  “ wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed  T’ 
were  questions  asked  and  discussed,  and  decided,  too,  among  these  pioneer 
stationers.  But  the  same  questions  are  agitated  noAV  by  their  posterity, 
as  if  as  wise  and  worthy  persons  as  ever  lived  had  never  given  the  matter 
consideration  or  adjustment. 

The  Indian,  with  his  “ tie-round,”  4s  dressed:  the  king,  in  his  purple 
and  fine  linen,  is  no  more.  What  is  taste  and  fashion?  “Nothing  to 
wear,”  or  ^^vrnrpped  as  a mumm)/  f’  To  all  future  generations  we  will- 
ingly submit  all  these  and  such  like  questions. 

‘This  reminds  us  of  a controversy  waged  during  the  last  year  nS57) 
between  the  daughter  of  a clergyman  and  the  son  of  a late  United  States 
Attorney-General,  as  to  the  authorship  of  a poem,  entitled  “Nothing  to 
Wear.” 

Miss  Flora  McFlimsy  had  been  invited  to  the  “Stuckup’s  party,”  and 
her  indulgent  lover  wished  her  to  go,  knowing  she  had  a dozen  line 
dresses. 

“The  fair  Flora  looked  up  with  a pitiful  air, 

And  nnswered  qitite  promptly,  ‘Why,  Harry,  mon  cher, 

I should  like  above  all  tilings  to  go  with  you  there, 

But,  really  and  truly,  I’ve  nothing  to  wear.’ 

“ ‘Nothing  to  wear!  go  just  as  you  are: 

Wear  the  dress  you  have  on,  and  you’ll  be  by  far, 

I engage,  the  most  bright  and  particular  star.’ 

“For  bonnets,  mantillas,  capes,  collars,  and  shawls  ; 

Dresses  for  breakfasts,  and  dinners,  and  balls ; 

Ilresscs  to  sit  in,  and  stand  in,  and  walk  in ; 

Dresses  to  dance  in,  ami  flirt  in,  and  talk  in; 

Dresses  in  which  to  do  nothing  at  all; 

Dresses  for  winter,  spring,  summer,  and  fall.” 

Jefferson  has  been  suspected  of  plagiarizing  from  the  North  Carolina 
Mecklenburg  Declaration ; other  great  men  have  exposed  themselves  to 
the  like  suspicion  ] when  the  simple  truth  may  be,  and  is,  that  each  age, 
or  era,  has  its  own  peculiar  train  of  thought  and  expre.ssion,  and  this,  as 
a vein  of  sentiment  and  turn  ot  representation  in  language,  is  not  exclu- 
sive and  individual,  but  more  or  less  pervading  and  general. 

Mental  as  well  a.s  physical  idiosyncrasies  arc  traceable  to  a wide  extent. 
Thus  is  distingui.'jlicd  one  nation  from  another  nation.  Now  we  have 
no  idea  that  either  of  the  parties  contending  for  authorship  of  the  poem 
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on  ornamented  or  dressed  nakedness — ‘-Notliing  to  Wear” — ever  read 
anv  portion  of  tlie  “Kick-a-poo’s  song.”  We  voucli  not  for  its  age  or 
authorship,  but  give  only  the  lines  which  we  deem  original  and  suggestive. 

It  seems  that  a young  chief,  Octo-killa-bucka,  had  procured-  a yard  of 
calico,  which  he  offered  to  his  Kate-eo-kah,  or  wife,  as  a girdle  for  her 
waist : she  objects  to  hiding  any  of  her  well-formed  person,  or  hampering 
the  freedom  of  her  limbs,  and  says  to  him  : 

“Go  add  it  to  the  eagle's  wing, 

Go  try  it  on  the  on-to-dok,  [wild  turkey,] 

Go  wrap  it  round  the  crane’s  straight  legs, 

Go  fold  it  on  the  swan’s  fair  breast, 

Go  scarf  it  round  the  wild  gazelle, 

Go  bind  tiiorewitli  the  bounding  doe, 

Go  liide  therein  the  sun’s  bright  beam; 

Then  a.-k  if  they  are  beautified  ; 

Then  ask  if,  with  the  flying  cloud, 

If  to  the  tops  of  tallest  trees, 

If  o’er  the  sands  or  on  the  waves, 

If  through  the  brakes,  fiv  in  the  air — 

They  pass  w'ith  ease,  with  more  of  grace. 

Than  when  unbound  and  undisguised 
They  run,  or  swim,  or  chase,  or  fly, 

Ilook-foot-a-ree 

That  is  absolutely  ‘^witk  nothing  to  wear,”  no  other  covering  than 
hook-foot,  or  their  own  skin. 

The  Commissioners  from  North  Carolina,  with  their  guard  and  sur- 
veyors, accomplished  no  very  important  service  for  the  stationers.  They 
proceeded  first  to  Elk  River,  and  by  observations  ascertained  the  thirty- 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  at  an  eminence  since  called  Latitude 
Hill.”  Starting  from  that  point,  they  ran  what  w'as  called  the  Conti- 
nental line.”  It  passed  the  Harpeth  River  five  or  six  miles  above  the 
town  of  Franklin. 

Another  duty  intrusted  to  these  Commissioners  was,  to  examine  claims 
of  persons  who  considered  themselves  entitled  to  preemption  rights  under 
the  Act  in  favor  of  those  who  were  settlers  on  the  Cumberland  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  June,  1780.  Some  of  these  claims  were  presented, 
approved,  and  certificates  issued.  (We  have  never  seen  any  records  of 
the  acts  of  these  Commissioners.  They  would  be  iuteresting.) 

In  this  connection  we  may  as  well  state,  that  in  the  next  year  (1784) 
another  line  was  run  by  General  Rutherford,  subsequently  known  as  the 
^‘Commissioner’s  line,”  varying  somew'hat  from  tliat  of  1783.  This  line 
was  run  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  request  of 
12 
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officers  who  had  served  in  the  "late  war.  The  line  began  on  the  Vir- 
ginian line,  where  the  Ciimborlaiid  intersects  it;  thence  south  fifrv-Sve 
miles ; thence  west  to  the  Toniiessec  Kiver ; dov:n  the  river  to  the  Virgirda 
line ; and  thence  with  that  line  east  to  the  beginning.’*  These  boun- 
daries included  the  land  in  tlie  Great  Bend  of  Tennessee — all  lands  on 
the  east  side  of  that  river  to  the  Virginia  or  Kentucky  line. 

Accessions  to  the  Cumberland  settlements  came  this  year  from  an  un- 
expected quarter.  At  the  commencement  of  the  settlements  under 
Kobertson,  Bledsoe,  iMansker,  and  Eaton,  war  wnas  waging  between  Span- 
ish and  English  forces  for  the  possession  of  the  Floridas.  Spain  was  the 
nominal  ally  of  the  Colonies  in  the  War  of  Independence. 

In  May,  1781,  the  Spanish  forces  prevailed,  and  by  the  final  treaty  of 
1783,  the  last  foothold  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  lower  Mississippi  was  re- 
moved— her  possessions  yielded  up.  The  student  of  American  history 
will  notice  here  a singular  occurrence  in  behalf  of  the  great  cause  of 
Independence  and  its  advocates. 

At  the  time  when  the  British  forces  laid  siege  to  Pensacola,  in  the 
spring  of  1781,  there  was  strong  confidence  among  the  English  subjects 
near  Natchez,  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  overwhelmed  and  the  Floridas 
be  restored  to  Great  Britain.  Large  grants  had  been  made  to  officers 
who  had  served  in  the  Canadian  or  French  war  of  1756,  as  to  Generals 
Putnam,  Schuyler,  and  Lyman ; and  they  had  located  their  respective 
claims  of  twenty  thousand  acres  each,  between  the  mouths  of  the  Yazoo  and 
Bavou  Pierre.  Lyman  alone  remained  to  occupy  his  tract  on  the  waters  of 
the  Lusa  Chitta  and  Bayou  Pierre.  He  was  a decided  royalist,  opposed  to 
separation  from  England.  Putnam  and  Schuyler  returned  to  their  homes, 
the  one  in  Connecticut,  the  other  in  New  York,  at  the  posts  where  Provi- 
dence and  the  necessities  of  an  embryo  nation  should  most  need  their 
presence  and  services.  They  were  Whips,  ready  for  the  Revolution. 

Lyman  found  at  Natchez  and  in  the  surrounding  new  settlements. 
British  subjects  who  were  willing  to  unite  with  him  in  an  effort  to  over- 
throw the  Spanish  autliorities  in  that  quarter.  They  concerted  measures, 
laid  sieo-e  to  Fort  Panmure,  on  the  bluff  at  Natchez,  captured  it,  and 
deemed  themselves  good  and  loyal  subjects  of  King  George.  Engiiged 
in  this  little  rebellion  and  .'■uccessful  uprising  against  Spain,  were  a few 
persons  who  had  sympathized  with  the  “Regulators”  in  North  Carolina, 
and  had  fled  thence  to  avoid  British  petty  tyranny;  and  were  now  found, 
strangely,  fighting  for  the  re.storation  of  British  rule,  when  they  knew 
how  bravely  some  of  their  most  intimate  and  dear  friends  were  contend- 
ing to  throw  oft*  that  same  power,  and  to  establish  the  Independence  of 
the  United  Colonies.  With  such  patriots  at  heart  they  sympathizeil. 
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Rather  be  the  loyal  subjects  of  the  King  of  England^  however^  than  the 
compulsory  slaves  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

They  had  triumphed;  but  it  was  only  for  a few  days.  News  arrived 
that  an  overwhelming  force  was  ascending  the  river,  and  that  the 
iSpaniard.s  were  coming  in  such  an  enraged  temper  that  the  lives  of  no 
rebels  would  be  spared,  and  that,  ^‘at  least,  all  their  property  would  be 
coiitiscated.’^  They  resolved  to  save  their  lives  by  timely  flight,  and 
with  them  some  of  their  property.  Lyman,  the  royalist,  with  a few  others 
of  the  like  sentiments,  fled;  and,  after  a toilsome  march,  reached  Savannah 
and  Charleston,  then  iii  possession  of  the  British. 

Borne  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  recent  acts  of  resistance  to 
overthrow  of  Spanish  rule,  trusted  in  their  innocency,  and  remained  _to 
recognize  the  power  which  should  establish  the  supremacy.  But  others, 
who  had  an  infusion  of  independence  and  of  the  leaven  which  was  work- 
ing in  the  great  heart  of  the  American  people,  (^^of,  or  akin  to,  4hc  ori- 
ginal Regulators,' ")  determined  that  they  should  never  be  the  subjects 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  or  of  the  King  of  Spain.  They  must  re- 
turn to  their  brethren."  The  Spanish  authorities  denounced  these  men 
as  rebels,  and,  ‘‘  being  such  and  refugees,"  whatsoever  property  they  had 
left  was  “ confiscated." 

Of  those  whose  names  may  be  seen  here,  we  may  particularize  Philip 
Alston,  John  Turnbull,  James  Drumgold,  (or  Driimgoole,)  James  Cole, 
John  Turner,  Thomas  James,  Philip  3Iulkey,  Thomas  Hines.  They  re- 
mained at  the  Cumberland  settlements  several  years,  aided  in  the  defences 
against  the  Indians,  rejoiced  with  their  friends  in  the  acknowledged 
independence  of  their  country,  had  their  patriotic  sentiments  greatly 
strengthened,  received  much  insight  into  Spanish  hypocrisy  and  insti- 
gation of  Indian  depredations  upon  their  friends  here,  and  a strong 
desire  to  return  to  the  31ississippi,  avenge  themselves,  expel  the  Span- 
iards. recover  their  property,  and  secure  their  homes  and  the  territory  as 
rightful  portions  of  the  United  States. 

Providence  had  “forbidden  the  banns"  between  these  Americans  and 
the  Spaniards  ; had  separated  them  from  the  royalists  who  fled  to  the 
British  ships  at  Charleston  and  Savannah;  had  compelled  them  to  return 
for  a little  season  to  their  friends;  and  there,  in  due  time,  opened  the 
way  for  their  reestablishment  upon  the  lower  Mississippi — there  to  carry 
forward  the  American  .settlements,  the  great  cause  of  civil  freedom,  im- 
provement in  agriculture,  and  of  Protestant  Christianity. 

“Some  of  the  prominent  rebels  were  made  prisoners  and  taken  to  New 
Orleans,  where  they  were  imprisoned,  threatened,  but  their  lives  spared." 

Those  who  had  come  from  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  had  rela- 
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tives  and  friends  yet  there  engaged. in  the  cause  of  freedom,  or  at  some 
of  the  stations  in  Kentucky  and  on  the  Cumberland,  contending  'R-irh 
British  and  Indian  opponents^  now  commenced  their  hasty  retreat.  They 
packed  what  they  could  upon  their  horses,  and  travelled  through  “the 
wilderness/^  as  it  was  called  for  forty  years  thereafter,  and  reached  the 
stations  on  the  Cumberland  in  this  year,  1783.  A few  of  the  number 
who  set  out  on  this  journe}*  were  attacked  by  some  Cherokees,  and  lost 
their  lives.  Of  the  others,  several  of  their  names  may  be  seen  amonir 
the  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  signatures  to  the  Articles  of  Government, 
near  the  close  of  the  list. 

‘•The  V»"ilderness”  was  an  extent  of  forest  and  prairie  countiy,  of  more 
than  three  hundred  miles,  forty  miles  above  Natchez,  through  the  Choc- 
taw nation,  (crossing  the  Tombigbee  and  Tennessee  and  other  rivers.)  to 
the  settlements  on  the  Cumberland. 

When  these  “refugees”  returned,  there  went  w'ith  them  other  “ge*od 
men  and  true,”  the  Turpins,  Freelands,  Greens,  Shaws,  forming  the 
nuclei  of  excellent  neighborhoods,  and  known  as  such  to  the  present  day. 

Mr.  Mulkey  was  the  only  enthusiastic  religionist  among  them.  Shaw, 
though  not  yielding  to  the  “new  light,”  “no  creed,  creed,”  was  well 
established,  rooted,  and  grounded  in  the  faith.  They  were  decided  and 
intelligent  Protestants,  though  not  all  members  of  any  religious  denomi- 
nation ; one,  perhaps,  a sootier  at  all  religion. 

Many  of  them  filled  ofhcc.s  of  trust  and  profit  in  the  Territory  and 
State.  General  Ilincs  di.stinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  in  command  of  the  light-horse.  Fie  had  known  General  Jack- 
son  at  Cumberland,  cherished  with  him  a hatred  of  the  English  and  the 
Spanish,  aided  in  his  victories  over  Indians  and  Spaniards,  and  in  the 
final  glorious  triumph  of  8th  January,  1815,  and  lived  to  hail  his  friend 
and  chieftain  “President  of  the  United  States.” 

Upon  the  early  records  of  the  Sessions  Court  at  Nashville  may  be  seen 
evidences  of  the  “trading  character”  of  John  Turnbull  and  Philip 
Alston.  And  though  the  “Superior  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions”  in 
Davidson  county,  Tennessee,  may  have  considered  its  decision  final  and 
conclusive,  yet  we  know  the  matter  was  for  years  thereafter  litigated 
in  Mississippi,  involving  much  research  into  transactions  of  that  early 
period. 

This  reference  to  the  courts  and  to  judicial  proceedings  serves  properly 
to  introduce  some  of  the  adjudications  of  the  day,  as  presented  upon  tlte 
records  of  our  government  of  Judges  or  Notables.  These  records, 
under  date  7th  January,  178”,  present  sundry  cases  of  interest.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  this  tribunal  exercised  extensive  powers,  and  was  the 
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Yratcliful  ;i;uardiaii  of  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  had  authority  to 
attend  to  civil  and  military  nffairs. 

They  had  an  eye  upon  “new-comers/’ were  ever  ready  to  impart  to 
persons  of  good  deportment  information  as  to  valuable  tracts  of  land, 
and  to  unite  with  others  in  aiding  to  erect  cabins  and  clear  up  a new 
held,  hio  act  of  neighborly  kindness  was  more*  common  or  cheerfully 
rendered  than  that  of  house-raising  and  log-rolling.  These  improve- 
ments required  aid,  and  the  strong  men,  and  enough  of  them,  were  never 
wanting  upon  such  occasions. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

1783. 

^•January  Ttli.  Jolni  Thomas  produced  in  Committee  a note  of  hand 
against  John  Sadler,  for  the  payment  of  two  good  cows,  or  heifer  w* 
calf,  on  the  l.st  of  Xovember,  in  the  year  1780  : proved  his  accompt : 
desired  the  Committee  to  award  the  damages  sustained,  obtaining  at  the 
same  time  an  attachment  against  the  estate  of  s*^  Sadler  on  eniering 
into  Bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  payable  to 
Col.  James  Bobertsou,  Chairman  of  Committee,  or  his  successors,  con- 
ditioned for  the  pro.secuting  of  his  suit  to  effect;  and  if  cast,  to  pay  all 
costs  and  charges  incident  thereto;  Issuing  at  the  same  time  a Summons 
for  Gasper  iMansker,  as  garnishee  of  Sadler,  to  appear  at  our  next 
Committee  on  the  5th  day  of  February. 

James  Hollis  appeared  in  Committee  and  declared  on  oath  that 
Joshua  and  Eneas  Thomas  threatened  the  taking  away  of  his  life,  where- 
by he  is  hindered  in  the  pursuit  of  his  lawful  calling:  on  which  a writ 
issued  for  apprehending  s'*  Thomases;  and  Isaac  Linsey,  Heydon  Wells, 
and  David  Rounsevall,  ordered  to  take  recognizance  of  them  for  their 
good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time  and  their  appearance  at  our  next  Com- 
mittee, on  the  5th  of  February. 

^‘Wm.  Steward  appeared  in  Committee  and  proved  an  account  against 
the  estate  of  James  Liimsday,  deceased,  of  £22  9s. 

‘^Committee  adjourned  to  the  5th  day  of  February  next.’’ 

“ North  Carolina,  Cumberland  District,  January  18th,  1783. 

“At  a Committee  called  at  y*"  desire  of  y®  inhabitants  for  the  offering 
of  an  Address  to  y*’  States  ('ommissioners,  in  1)ehalf  of  some  minors  and 
heads  of  families,  the  first  of  which  was  deprived  by  their  minority,  and 
the  others  by  not  arriving  ht're  by  the  time  prescribed  by  y®  Act  of 
As.sembly  for  obtaining  of  lamh  ; and  that  they  would  represent  their 
case  to  the  Assembly  in  hopes  of  their  indulgence  toward  them:  and 
that  the  Commissioners  would,  in  the  mean  time,  be  pleased  to  receive 
their  locations  for  their  improvernent.s ; to  the  intent  that  they  might  be 
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generally  known,  in  hopes  that  others  would  not  interfere  therewith : — To 
which  the  Commissioners  were  pleased  to  return  an  Ans''  that,  to  the 
first,  they  would  do  every  [thing]  in  their  power  for  them  : But  to  receiving 
their  locations,  it  did  [not]  come  w*in  the  line  of  their  duty,  etc, 

‘^The  members  then  present  were  Colonel  James  Robertson,  Captain 
George  Freeland,  Thomas  Idolloy,  Isaac  Linsey,  Hey  don  AYells,  David 
Rounsevall,  Ebenezer  Titus,  Samuel  Barton:  Likewise' Captain  Isaac 
Bledsoe  and  Captain  J.  J.  Blackcmore  appeared  and  qualified  for  mem- 
bers of  Committee,  and  after  discussing  of  the  above  business,  the  same 
Conf®^  on  motion  made  by  James  Z'IcCain,  proceeded  to  take  the 
deposition  of  Isaac  Neelly,  viz.:  that  he,  the  s'^  Isaac  Aeelly,  was  witness 
to  a Bill  of  Sale,  y®  contents  of  which,  he  believes,  was  a Bed  purchased 
of  Jourdan  Gibson  by  y°  McCain — and  further  y®  deponent  s*^  not. 

“The  ConA®  proceeded  no  further  to  business,  but  referred  to  their 
former  adjournment,  and  so  dismissed.’^ 

“Nortti  Carolina,  Cumberland  District,  February  5th,  1783. 

“ Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Members  present,  Captain 
George  Freeland,  Isaac  Linsey,  Heydon  lYells,  David  Rounsevall, 
Ebenezer  Titus,  and  James  Shaw  elected  for  Aashborough,  appeared 
and  qualified  for  a member  of  Com^®®. 

“The  Com‘®®  then  proceeded  and  swore  in  John  Montgomery,  to  be 
Sheriff  of  y®  District,  and  Andrew  Ewin,  for  Clerk  to  y®  Com'®*-. 

“ On  motion  made,  y®  Com'®®  granted  administration  of  the  Estate 
of  John  Turner,  dec’d,  to  Mr.  John  Marney,  s'^  Marney  entering 
into  bond  w'  Heydon  lYells  and  John  Dunham,  securities,  for  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  proclamation-money,  payable  to  Colonel 
James  Robertson  and  his  successors,  as  chairman  of  Com'®®  or  thc'ir 
assigns,  and  also  qualified  as  by  law  required.  And  there  not  being  a 
majority  of  members  present,  they  proceeded  no  further,  but  adjourned 
until  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  1783. 

A^"'this  page  of  the  Records  of  “y'®  Com'®®’'  there  are  several  papers 
stitched  in,  and,  as  being  interesting  to  legal  gentlemen,  we  will  copy. 

“X.  C.  The  Committee  to  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  District,  Greet- 
ing: 

“ Wc  command  you  that  you  take  the  body  of  Jn®.  Sass.eed,  and  him 
safely  keep,  so  y'  y®  have  his  body  before  our  Com'®®  the  first  day  of 
I^Iarch  next  ensuing,  there  to  satisfy  Jn®.  Fisher  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  which  lately  in  our  s''  Coni'®®  tbe  s"'  Tucker  recovered  against  the 

Sasseed ; as  well  for  damages,  by  reason  of  the  non-performance  of 
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certain  promises  by  y®  SasseeJ,  before  y‘  time  made,  as  for  lOs.  costs 
and  cbarges  by  tlie  s''  Fislier  iu  the  s''  suit  in  that  behalf  expended; 
Whereof  the  s''  Sasseed  is  convicted  and  liable,  as  to  us  appears  of 
record,  besides  our  fees  for  this  service.  Herein  fail  not,  and  have  them, 
there  this  our  l\'rit.  Witness  Andrerv  Ewin,  Clerk  of  our  Corn‘s,  at 
office  the  10th  day  of  Feby.  J 783,'^  ^ 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland  District, 

Greeting : 

^^We  command  you  that  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  Jon.  Morgan,  you  cause  to  be  made  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds, 
which  lately  Jn“.  Owens  in  our  Com''-'®  recovered  against  the  s''  3Iorgan, 
as  well  for  damages  by  reason  of  non-pcrforrnance  of  certain  promises  by 
y®  s''  Morgan  before  y'  time  made,  as  for  costs  and  charges  in  the  s''  suit 
in  y*  behalf  expended ; whereof  the  said  iMorgan  is  convicted  and  liable, 
as  to  us  appears  of  record,  and  have  the  s'  monies  before  our  s''  Com'®®  on 
the  1st  Tuesday  of  March  next,  to  render  to  the  s''  John  Owens  his 
damages,  cost,  and  charges  afores'.  And  have  then  there  this  writ. 
Witness  Andrew  Ewin,  Clerk  of  our  s''  Com'®®,  at  office  this  10th  day  of 
Feby.,  1783.'’ 

These  writs  prove  that  there  were  records  kept  prior  to  17<S3,  and 
probably  from  the  first  organization  in  May,  1780,  with  interruptions 
by  the  Indian  war,  but  we  have  found  none  of  them.  This  is  also  shown 
by  the  language  in  the  preamble,  “We  think  it  highl}’ necessary  to  revice 
our  former  mode  of  proceeding.” 

^^We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  promise  to  deliver  to  the  Committee 
for  the  inhabitants,  such  horse  or  horses  as  they  shall  think  proper  to 
commit  to  my  care,  at  any  time  they  may  order;  and  for  the  true  per- 
formance of  this,  we  do  bind  ourselves  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  pounds 
specie.  As  witness  our  hands  and  seals  tills  1st  day  of  3Iarch,  1783. 


hi$ 


William  X Loggans, 

[L.  S.] 

James  X Hollis, 

[L,  S.] 

JuliiLS  X Sanders, 

[l.  s.] 

Jonathan  Drake, 

[L.  S.] 

AVilliam  X Fruit. 

[L.  S.] 

“N.  C.,  March  4th,  1783. 

Committee  met,  according  to  adjournment.  Members  present,  Col. 
James  Robertson,  Geo.  Freoland.  Thos.  3Iolloy,  Isaac  Linsev,  David 
Kounsevall,  Eben.  Titus,  Faml.  Rarton,  and  Janies  Shaw. 
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^‘The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  take  nnder  consideration  an  Address 
offered  to  them  relative  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cumberland,  giving  of 
their  assurance  of  Fidelity  to  the  government  of  the  State  in  which  they 
reside;  which  unanimously  was  approved  of  by  Com'®®,  and  agreed  that 
it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  opportunity  would  serve.'’ 

Letters  of  administration  on  several  estates  granted  and  sundry  suits 
continued,  one  against  John  Dunham,  for  “detaining  of  a bed,"  (a  rare 
comfort  in  those  days.)  Here  is  one  worthy  of  quotation  : 

“Jhinl.  Hogan  and  wife  vs.  James  Todd;  Parties  appeared:  And  y® 
Com'®®  recommended  it  to  the  parties  to  adjust  matters  themselves." 

It  is  not  possible  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  present  day  fully  to  under- 
stand all  the  various  trials  endured  by  the  first  settlers  : Head  the  follow- 
ing quotation  from  these  Records,  and  then  seek  to  render  proper  homage 
to  these  pioneers. 

“Nashborougb,  Marcli  4th,  1783. 

“The  following  address  offered  to  the  Committee  as  Guardians  of  this 
Infant  Settlement : 

“Gentlemen: — Considering  that  y®  safety  and  welfare  of  this  our 
country  does,  under  Divine  Providence,  depend  on  y®  unanimous  and  joint 
concurrence  of  y®  settlers : That  our  remote  situation,  and  the  want  of 
officers  legally  authorized  for  y®  administration  of  justice  amongst  us ; 
being  such  y'  no  regular  proceedings  at  law  can  be  had  to  punish  offenders 
against  the  same. 

“And  whereas,  our  present  circumstances  seem  to  declare  it  our  wis- 
dom and  interest  to  endeavor  the  cultivating  of  peace  and  friendship 
w'  y®  savages  around  us ; and  y'  y®  interests  of  such  already  in  alliance 
and  amity  w'  y®  States,  whether  Indians  or  others,  remain  sacred  and 
inviolate : And  seeing  our  circumstances  are  such ; Least  any  persons 
should  be  encouraged  thereby  to  y®  contrary  practices,  from  a presump- 
tion of  escaping  with  impunity  : That  this  Com'®®  would  strictly  forbid 
all  and  every  person  or  persons  here  residing  to  form  or  prosecute  any 
measures  or  proceedings  that  may  in  any  wise  be  prejudicial  to  y®  lives  or 
properties  of  y®  afores'^  allies;  or  any  practices  y®  consequences  of  which 
may  in  any  wise  be  prejudicial  to  y®  peace  and  welfare  of  this  our  infant 
settlement,  under  pain  of  information  and  prosecution  hereafter  to  he  had. 

And  whereas,  we  are  frc(picntly  traduced  as  unw(wrhy  of  the  care  or 
protection  of  the  State  ; Reing  a People  inimical  to  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and 
as  such,  fled  to  a hiding-place  from  justice  : and  being  willing,  as  far 
a.s  in  us  lies,  to  give  all  possible  satisfaction  to  y®  contrary,  by  giving  such 
assurances  of  our  fidelity  to  y®  government  of  the  State  in  which  we  live, 
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(and  wliose  protection  vre  humbly  implore  and  hope  to  enjoy,)  as  by 
y®  Laws  thereof  are  prescribe<l : 

^‘Acknowledging  it  our  boundon  duty  so  to  do. 

^‘And  if  these  Hints  meet  w^y’’  approbation : Let  it  be  then  agreed  upon 
by  this  Com*®®  that  each  member  thereof  first  take  y®  oath  of  abjuration 
and  Fidelity  as  by  y®  law  of  this  State  prescribed,  or  give  proper  assur- 
ance of  having  taken  it  beretufore,  and-  have  at  no  time  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  intere.-^twS  of  tlie  enemies  of  y®  United  States  : 

“And  that  after  tlie  rising  of  this  Com*®®,  the  s"^  oath  shall  be  admin- 
istered to  every  male  inhabitant  above  y®  age  of  sixteen,  of  every  Fort  or 
Station  on  y®  waters  of  Cumberland  : Except  such  as  shall  give  the  assur- 
ance of  having  taken  it  heretofore  as  above  specified ; And  that  the 
residence  of  one  week  shall  constitute  a person  an  inhabitant. 

“The  above  rechl  the  approbation  of  Committee. 

“'Test,  Andrew  Ewin,  Clk.  of  Com*®®.’* 

“At  a Committee  calb'd  IMarch  15th,  1783. 

“Members  present,  Cul.  James  Robertson,  (and  seven  others.)  When 
on  motion  made,  the  Committee  agree  that  an  address  be  sent  to  the 
Assembly,  acknowledging  our  grateful  sense  of  their  late  favor  in  grant- 
ing us  lands  : praying  them  to  grant  us  the  salutary  benefit  of  govern- 
ment in  all  its  various  branches  : and  that  a land-office  may  be  opened  on 
such  a plan  as  may  cncouraLre  tlie  settling  the  country;  that  the  protec- 
tion of  it  may  be  less  l>urthensome. 

“And  that  Col.  James  Robertson  present  the  same,  being  elected 
thereto  by  the  peor>le. 

“On  motion,  agreed  that  six  spies  be  kept  out  to  discover  the  motions 
of  the  Enemy,  so  lonu  as  we  shall  be  able  to  pay  them;  Each  to  receive 
seventy-five  bushels  of  Indian  corn  p''  month,  (to  be  under  the  direction 
of  Col.  Robertson  and  Caiu.  Rled-ne.)  The  subscription  of  Xashborough, 
Freeland’s,  and  3Ian>ker's  Stations,  filed  w*  y®  Clerk  Com*®®. 

“The  Deputation  of  Thomas  Fletcher  to  y®  Sheriffalty  of  y®  district,  by 
John  Montgomery,  <h'Mi /uuilfta  : ami  the  (.’om*®®  elect  the  said  Fletcher 
themselves,  who  was  .rworn  Shcritf  of  y®  district  of  Cumberland.* 

“It  being  thought  neec'^ary  for  our  better  defence,  in  these  times  of 
danger,  that  ofiicers  bo  chosen  in  each  respective  station  to  embody  the 

* .John  Montgomory  ^vaw  of  being  engaged  “with  Colbert’s  gang.”  in 

“piratical”  and  fillibu'tering  operation^',  lie  arrogaterl  authority  to  appoint  a 
friend  to  fill  the  office  cmiCorred  upon  himself,  “without  consulting  or  the 

people.  Montgomery  as  as  gone,  and  Tom  Fletcher  being  a clever  fellow,  “Coin'*^ 
thouiselves  elected  and  swore  him  in.”  That’s  a case  in  point. 
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inliabitants  for  tlieir  greater  safety : Accordingly  there  was  made  choice 
of,  at  Xashboroiigh,  William  Fruit  for  Captain;  Samuel  IMartin  and  John 
Fuchanan,  1st  and  2d  Lieutenants;  and  Wm.  Overall,  Ensign. 

‘L\t  Freeland’s  Station,  Joshua  Howard,  Captain;  James  Donelson, 
Lieutenant;  and  John  r/unham,  Ensign. 

^^At  Ileatonsburg,  Josiah  Ixamscy,  Captain;  James  Hollis,  Lieutenant; 
Joshua  Thomas,  Ensign. 

‘‘At  31ansker’s,  Isaac  JJledsoe,  Captain;  Gasper  Mansker,  Lieutenant; 
Janies  Linn,  Ensign.  ' - 

“At  Haulding’s,  Francis  Prince,  Captain;  Ambrose  Maiilding,  Lieu- 
tenant. 

“April  1st,  1783. 

“Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  And  proceeded  to  con- 
sider of  the  following  Address,  which  unanimously  rec’d  their  approbation: 
“An  Address  to  Committee,  April  1st,  1783. 

“Gentlemen: — Whereas  the  purchasing  of  Liquors  brought  from 
foreign  parts,  and  sold  to  the  inhabitants  here  at  exorbitant  rates ; and 
carrying  away  the  money  out  of  the  country,  will  greatly  tend  to  the 
impoyerishing  of  this  infant  settlement : 

“For  remedying  of  which  evil — Let  it  be  resolved  and  agreed  on  by 
this  Committee,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  any  person 
bringing  liquors  here  from  foreign  parts,  shall,  before  they  expose  the 
same  or  any  part  thereof  to  sale,  enter  into  bond  before  some  member  of 
Conf"®,  with  two  sufficient  securities,  in  the  penal  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  specie,  payable  to  the  chairman  of  our  Committee  and  his  suc- 
cessors as  such,  that  they  will  not  ask,  take,  or  receive,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, any  more  than  one  silver  dollar,  or  the  value  thereof  in  produce, 
for  one  quart  of  good,  sound,  merchantable  liquor ; and  so  in  proportion 
for  a greater  or  less  quantity : And  any  member  of  Conf'^  before  whom 
such  bond  is  given,  shall  grant  certificate  thereof  to  the  giver  : 

“And  any  person  selling  or  exposing  to  sale  any  liquor  brought  from 
foreign  parts,  not  having  entered  into  such  bond  as  afores'*,  the  same 
shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  by  warrant  granted  by  any  member  of  Com'*^, 
which  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  re<jiuired  to  issue;  and  so  seized 
to  secure  and  deliver  the  same,  until  tliey  shall  enter  into  such  bond  as 
afores'*,  or  otherwise  oblige  themselves  to  transport  their  liquor  again 
out  of  this  settlement.  Provided  always  that  if  neither  shall  be  done 
within  twenty  days;  after  such  seizure  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and 
held  forfeited,  and  shall  be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  thereby  shall  bo 
applied  to  the  use  of  the  Public  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee. 


T?.t 


,:t  ft  .T  Vi  t T >.1 1 TA 


■'Pj.JiO^*! 


m 


r 5v^iiAl^'7oqr(SO 

',:  ,J^!!«  ” jt- J 

' 1)5 '■'MV./  .^mm^ 


1^5 


.ft,..,  „t  JulA  :{ 

:->K>«  t afl  ^ir (*i ' i iy^  X^ h ;'rf ^>14:  ^ Ij 

.V  / ^ 'Vv  . :.^.#r::;  :..4  'X 


uhi;'l„  3il;nH 


\ ; ^i\i  ^ hWi>aii\^%  VigHtol 


»(b  v.i  ba/*> 


yd 


•r  .N,  • • . .v^  .,  ..  • . ■.;^v.-',.^i^-^,v  ■ •>^.:k^.- 


vy.i  %NU.  ,li»<{A.  W4/ 


driii^ixi  ■ :;^T<rt5>4  -'(10^4 ,0^ i^i , ^^plm 


t'jrtwjMrJ  U!fi  ‘\o  tiiVr'  {fja^iq-s^iTJ'  fit. 

^■Jji  -hi  i.i)f>  mw;tfi|ii& 


10  vjfr  i’-r  ioff ' ,iitm  ea 

/>  j</vf.-l<i  XJf  ' Si’|Kf,«yj'J!ailj  70  ,‘Ifptlx4>  si^O^-  T¥|'& 

' ‘^  ^A'  . ^ ?<'  : 

Hf  * 


f*?not|v»itj  .^5  oit  !>ftii  f^.  '*^^5  ^ , 


ijoii  JilatM'»i<i  iotjpif  oixia  <^)  ^al^xs  w ^iUo«  iifiifi&^ 

JHIR-?  9dl.  4 .»7ol£  SB  |j»lo4 

■^*^ijk»0  %)  VKiia^aj  yiiij  yd  Wob*]^ 'ii^Sssw'  w 

.p-  ug  !»Cfi  ; siiiiftl  , 04, . f,m»iJ|jt>7  j0fte,^fchi»T3lll^X^^ 
m;  l^ac*f  <>)it.j  li^ai 

iiicui  v*P\iH 

i*nnb  od  t^gdk  4^^iffa  “k  3fjfU  ayf^wU" 
bn4  >A  iyd»  pi*m  p.di 

f*d  fUitii  xdun^a  ^rrhti  vj^H’m  .ili  feoK  \j(4^e  Hkda 


^?i/jiiui>VJ  xwimi  jsib  »fCj 


,'Mfl'!^^  « it 


188 


HISTORY  OF  >r  I D D L E TENNESSEE. 


^^And  if  any  person  upon  giving  bond  in  either  of  the  premises  as  afores*^, 
shall  afterwards  make  defimlt  therein,  and  on  information  and  prosecu- 
tion, be  convicted  thereof  bv  siiiTicient  witness  before  our  Committee, 
tlieir  Bond  shall  be  deemed  and  held  forfeited,  and  judgment  be  awarded 
against  them  accordingly  : And  on  refusal  or  delay  to  satisfy  such  judg- 
ment, the  same  shall  be  levied  on  tlieir  goods  and  chattels  by  distress, 
and  the  money  arising  thereby  applied  as  afores'^,  under  direction  of 
Committee. — Provided  alvmys  tliat  such  prosecution  shall  commence 
within  six  months  after  default  made. 

^‘Approved,  resolved,  and  agreed  by  Com'®®. 

^‘Test,  Andrew  Kwin,  Clerk. 

“ On  motion,  ordered  that  "Wm.  Overall  administer  on  the  estate  of 
Patrick  Quigley,  deed.  Buiid  tifty  pounds  specie,  payable  to  Col.  James 
Robertson,  Chairman  of  our  Coni'®®,  etc. 

“On  motion,  ordered  that  a Road  be  opened  from  Nashborough  to 
Mansker’s  Station,  . . . . and  another  from  Heatonsburg  to 

Mansker’s."^  Overseers  appointed  and  direction  to  call  out  hands  to  work 
on  the  same.  . . . The  Com'®®  then  proceeded  to  the  causes  on 
Rocket In  attachment,  . . . Gasper  Mansker,  gar- 

nishee, ....  informed  Coni'®®  he  had  received  two  mares,  etc.'' 

“In  a trial  of  Humphrey  Hogan  vs.  John  Brown,  Isaac  Mayfield,  and 
his  mother,  for  detaining  of  a kettle,  [same  as  given  in  the  second 
chapter  of  the  history  of  Nashville,  where]  Com'®®  find  for  plfi".  his  kettle, 
and  that  John  Brown  and  his  mother-i’a-Zaza  pay  the  costs  of  suit.’' 

* Tlie  fort  or  star  ion  which  Mansker  an«.l  his  associates  bulk  in  1780  having 
been  abandoned  and  destroyed,  lie  erected  another,  either  in  fall  of  1782  or 
spring  of  1783.  This  last  station  was  built  on  the  creek,  and  about  a mile  farther 
up  the  creek.  It  was  hers  lie  had  bis  experimental  mill.  He  always  insisted 
that  ‘*it  vas  a coot  mill-seat,  ouly  it  hadn’t  much  vater.” 

A few  years  after  this  date,  Mansker  was  elected  a Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
militia,  and  ‘‘donned  a neat  fitting  suit  of  regimentals.”  He  commanded  several 
expeditious  against  or  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians:  but  he  never  marched  by  the 
side  of  his  men.  He  would  rather.  l»y  such  a wave  and  motion  of  the  hand  as 
sportsmen  use  to  repress  the  ardor  of  their  pack  or  setters,  caution  his  troops  to 
“follow  him  softly  and  at  a little  distance.”  He  never  allowed  any  one  in  the 
Wood.s  to  go  in  advance,  or,  a.s  he  said,  to  “take  away  the  scent  from  him.” 

He  had  a very  “coot  olt  ironw she  survived  him  hut  a few  months.  They 
left  no  child  to  perpetuate  his  uame.  The  place  should  inherit  the  name.  “Let  no 
other  name  intrude'." 

About  this  time  F.lmoro  I>onglas,  .T.inios  Franklin,  Jame.s  McKain,  Charles 
Carter  and  others  settled  .m  the  west  side  of  “Fig  Station  Camp”  Creek,  where 
the  upper  Nashville  road  to  (lallatin  passes. 
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The  next  suit  is  between  3Irs.  Olive  Shaw  and  Fred.  Stwvj),  con- 
cerning: a piece  of  land  which  Wm.  llentiro  cleared  near  Heatonsbiirg. 
The  parties,  at  recommendation  of  Conf'^®,  and  in  their  presence,  settle 
the  dispute,  and  vStump  agrees  to  pay  the  rent  in  corn  next  fall — ‘‘  Condi- 
tioned that  y""  Fljf.  pay  costs  of  suit.’' 

0,  Shaw  ! how  much  did  you  get  from  that  Stump  ? 

Suits  about  a canoe,  a heifer,  a bed,  and  other  articles  are  disposed  of, 
^hVnd  Conf®®  adjourn  to  1st  Tuesday  of  May.” 

“May  6th,  1783. 

‘^Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Members  present.  Col. 
llobertson,  Molloy,  Freeland,  Barton,  llounsevall,  Linsey,  Titus,  Shaw, 
and  Capt.  Isaac  Bledsoe.  . . '.  ^Yhen  Thomas  3Iolloy  informed 

Conf®®  that  he  had,  since  the  last  sitting,  at  y*  request  of  some  of  y®  mem- 
bers, sent  letters  to  y®  Agent  for  y®  State  of  Virginia,  residing  at  y® 
Illinois,  and  likewise  to  y®  Spanish  Governor,  informing  them  that  some 
of  our  people  had  gone  down  y®  river  this  spring  upon  pretence  of  trad- 
ing w‘  y®  Chickasaw  Indians;  But,  by  the  report  of  some  lately  come 
from  y®  Illinois  who  met  w*^  y°  in  their  way  here.  We  arc  afraid  that  their 
design  was  to  assist  in  plundering  of  some  of  the  Trading  Boats:  and  that 
if  any  such  thing  should  be  committed  or  effected  by  or  w^  y®  assistance 
of  any  belonging  to  us,-^That  it  was^contrary  to  y®  principles  and  inten- 
tions of  y®  generality  of  people  here  : as  we  detest  and  abhor  such  prac- 
tices; and  that  we  would  endeavor  for  y®  future  to  prevent  any  such 
proceedings  : 

“ Which  information  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Molloy  was  unanimously 
approved  of  and  acceeded  to  by  y®  Com’-®®. 

^•On  motion  made,  Besolved,  and  agreed  on  by  this  Corn*®®,  That  from 
and  after  this  6th  day  of  3Iay,  l78o,  No  person  or  inhabitant  of  this 
Settlement  shall  trade,  traffick,  or  barter  w‘  any  Indians,  nor  resort  unto 
them  on  y®  other  side  of  y®  Ohio  or  of  y®  dividing  ridge  between  2ena.<se 
and  Cumberland  waters,  nor  go  down  these  western  waters  upon  pretence 
of  trading  to  the  Illinois  or  elsewhere, — without  permission  hrst  had  and- 
obtained  of  the  Committee  ; and  likewise  giving  bond,  w'  approved  security 
in  any  sum  at  the  discretion  of  the  Com’®®,  payable  to  y®  Chairman  there- 
of and  his  successors  as  such,  conditioning  that  their  conduct  shall  not 
directly  nor  indirectly  in  any  wise  prejudice  the  interests  of  tliis  Settlement. 

^^On  motion  made.  Such  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  a.s  had  not 
heretofore  taken  the  oath  of  abjuration  and  fidelity  In  this  State,  pro- 
ceeded to  take  it;  which  was  first  administered  to  their  Clerk  by  Col. 
James  Robertson,  and  afterwards  by  Clerk  in  Com’®*  to  the  members  as 
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afores*^,  and  tlie  rest  of  y®  members  made  oath  of  having  t:iken  it  heretofore 
in  this  State,  and  had  at  no  time  since  been  engaged  in  y®  interests  of 
Enemies  of  y®  United  States/’ 

Then  follows  upon  the  records  the  “slander  suit”  between  Hogan  and 
Ray,  in  which  the  two  girls,  who  were  witnesses,  extinguished  Mr. 
Hogan’s  hopes  of  damages.  On  the  next  page  of  the  record  there  are 
nine  cases  disposed  of,  among  others  a hog  case,  a horse  used  in  hunting, 
“a  piece  of  cleared  grounds,”  “cattle  W'on  at  cards,”  dismissed  as  illegal; 
and  for  “a  clevis  lent”  and  delayed  to  be  returned.  On  next  page  are 
various  interesting  ([uestions  settled,  and  the  one  last  entered  is  compro- 
mised, “and  the  Clerk  and  Sheriff  give  up  their  fees  1” 

“After  which  the  Committee  adjourned  to  y®  1st  Tuesday  in  June. 

“Andrew  Ewin,  Clerk.” 

“ June  3d,  1783. 

Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  [Nine  members  present, 
who  are  named.] 

“When,  on  motion  made  by  Major  John  Reid,  relative  to  assembling 
of  the  iSoutliern  tribes  of  Indians  at  the  French  Lick,  on  Cumberland 
River,  for  holding  a Treaty  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
State  of  Virginia : When  the  Committee,  considering  how  difficult  it 
will  be  for  a handful  of  people  reduced  to  poverty  and  distress  by  a con- 
tinued scene  of  Indian  barbarity,  to  furnish  any  large  body  of  Indians 
with  provisions,  and  liow  prejudicial  it  may  be  to  our  infant  settlement 
should  they  not  be  furnished  w^  provisions,  or  otherwise  dissatisfied,  dis- 
affected w'  the  terms  of  the  Treaty : On  vrhich  considerations  the  Com- 
mittee refer  it  to  unanimous  sufiragos  of  y®  people  of  this  settlement, 
whether  the  Treaty  shall  bo  hold  here  with  their  consent  or  no  : And 
that  the  suffrages  of  y®  several  Stations  be  delivered  to  y®  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittee by  Thursday  evening  the  5th  inst.  At  which  time  the  suffrages 
of  Freeland  Station,  Heaton.sburg,  and  Nashborough,  were  given  in,  and 
are  as  follows : 

“Freeland’s  Station,  no  Treaty  here,  32  votes. 

“Nashborough,  no  Treaty  liere,  26  votes. 

“ Heatonsburg.  no  Treaty  here,  1 vote=r50. 

“Heatonsburg,  Treaty  here,  54  votes. 

‘•Nashborough,  for  a Treaty  here,  30  votes— 84. 

“The  other  stations  ot  Casper  Mansco’s  and  Maulding’s,  ffiiliug  to 
return  their  votes. 

“Committee  then  proeeediMl  to  tlie  causes  on  the  Pocket.” 

The  first  relates  to  “detaining  a bed:”  whetlier  it  was  of  feathers. 
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sliiiclvs,  straW;,  or  leaves,  we  know  not ; how  wide  or  how  long  it  was,  we 
know  not,  but 'by  contract,  deft,  was  to  ^‘extend’'  it.  And  either  the 
‘^detention  was  too  long”  or  the  ^*bed  too  short,”  and  the  Couf*""  gave 
judg‘  against  Dunham,  without  decreeing  an  extension  to  suit  David 
Gwiu’s  long  legs. 

The  last  entry  under  this  date  is  as  follows : 

‘^The  Committee  resolves  as  follows;  That  if  any  person  shall  bring 
spirituous  liquors  here,  and  expose  the  same  to  .sale  to  any  person  during 
the  time  of  the  ensuing  Treaty  y®  Indians,  or  of  their  continuing  here. 
That  the  same  shall  be  forfeited  to  ail  intents;  and  the  monej"  arising  by 
the  sale  of  such  liquors  be  applied  to  y®  use  of  publick,  under  direction 
of  Com*®®.  ^ 

“Adjourned  to  1st  Tuesday  of  July.” 

“July  1st,  1783. 

“Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present,”  the  nine 
Judges  as  usual. 

A suit  “concerning  cattle,”  a “case  of  slander  and  defamation,”  etc., 
disposed  of.  Then  are  the  following  entries  : 

“In  a trial  between  Geo.  Freeland  and  Sam  Deson,  [testimony  taken 
and  recorded,]  Peter  Sides  deposed  that  he  saw  y®  Deft,  whip  a negro 
then  in  possession  of  the  Plff.,  another  witness  acceeded  to  the  aif*'^  on 
oath.  The  wutnesses  for  y®  deft,  being  called  and  sworn,  James  Harris 
said  he  saw'  the  afores*^  negro  throw  a clod  at  a child  of  y®  s'^  Jh'san. 
Sarah  Lucas,  that  she  saw  y®  mark  of  a stroke  on  a little  girl  of  Desan, 
which  y®  s”^  negro  had  given  her ; and  that  the  s*^  negro  had  insulted  her- 
self w‘  very  abusive  language.  Likewise  Jenny  Tucker  deposed  that  the 
s'!  negro  had  treated  her  w*  very  abusive  language ; on  which  Com*®®  found 
for  y®  Plff.  damages  6rZ.  and  costs  of  suit.” 

^^Resolved  by  Committee  that  two  men  be  sent  to  y®  Illinois  with  Letter 
to  y®  Agent  for  y®  State  of  Virginia,  and  by  him  to  be  transmitted  to  y* 
Spanish  Governor ; In  order  to  extricate  ourselves  of  any  suspicion  they 
may  have  of  our  countenancing  or  assisting  of  a certain  James  Colbert^ 
on  y®  Mississippi,  in  his  piratical  proceedings.  And  that  y*  sum  of  iillO 
be  given  y®  s*^  men  for  their  services.” 

I’o  persons  who  can  gather  up  the  items  of  cotemporaneous  history, 
the  foregi/mg  brief  record  will  be  very  interesting  and  suggestive. 

^‘Resolved,  That  from  and  after  this  present  Committee,  no  person  who 
shall  not  subscribe  to  our  Association,  shall  be  entith'd  to  any  benetit  of 
commencing  or  prosecuting  of  any  suit  or  y®  recovery  of  any  debt  in  this 
Settlement. 

“Com*®®  adjourned  to  y®  1st  Tuesday  of  August.”  ^ 
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‘■August  5th,  1783. 

^•Committee  luet/'  etc.  Present  ten  Judges,  James  3Iaulding”  being 
one.  We  copy  the  following  : 

^‘In  a trial  of  Frederick  Stump  vs.  Isaac  PiCntfro,  brought  by  attach- 
ment against  y®  Estate  of  s'^  Kenfro. — James  Hollis,  witness  for  y®  plff. 
being  called,  sworn,  and  heard,  and  likewise  the  deposition  of  Isaac  May- 
field,  by  which  it  appeared  to  the  Committee  that  y®  Isaac  Kentfro  did 
hide  in  a certain  place  at  Ked  River  old  station,  a quantity  of  iron  as  his 
property:  which  he  afterwards  disposed  of  to  y®  afores'^  Stump;  and  like- 
wise, that  James  Rentfro  did  afterwards  fetch  away  a quantity  of  such 
like  iron  from  y®  identical  place  y®  Isaac  had  hid  that  iron  which  he 

w*as  his  property  : and  David  Rounsevall,  summoned  as  garnishee, 
(the  afores'^  iron  being  lo-lged  in  his  custody  by  James  Rentfro,)  declined 
making-  defence;  for  which  the  Committee  considered  that  y®  Plff.  of  y® 
iron  lodged  by  James  Rentfro  in  custody  of  the  afores'^  Rounsevall,  shall 
have  sufficient  to  sati.'fy  his  debt  of  <£31  12s.  and  costs  of  suit.’’ 

Several  other  cases  disjmsod  of,  and  then  these  records  conclude  thus  : 
Besoh'cd  on  by  this  present  Committee,  that  from  and  after  the  rising 
hereof,  no  foreigner  bringing  any  Liquors  from  foreign  parts,  shall  ask,  take, 
or  receive  for  y®  same,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  more  than  one  silver 
dollar  pk  gallon,  or  y®  value  thereof  in  produce  : Giving  bond  and  security, 
or  be  liable  to  y®  same  forfeiture  as  by  the  Resolve  of  the  1st  April,  1783. 

‘^Test,  Andrew  Ewin,  Clk.” 

“Conclusion  of  the  Committee.” 

1783.  Having  thus  given  the  greater  portion  of  proceedings  under  this 
primitive  governmefit,  it  is  proper  to  add  some  remarks,  by  way  of  com- 
mentary. 

In  the  first  place,  we  commend  them  to  the  perusal  and  study  of  all 
classes  of  persons,  as  containing  much  that  is  interesting,  amusing,  and 
instructive.  They  deserve  the  examination  of  the  historian  and  poli- 
tician. They  merit  the  commendation  of  patriots  and  freemen.  They 
should  awaken  gratitude  in  all,  and  highest  praise,  that  what.soever  these 
Notables  designed  or  performed,  was  really  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
early  settlers  and  of  those  who  have  come  after  them.  They  made  no 
decisions,  pursued  no  course,  adopted  no  measures,  which  have  resulted 
in  inju.stice  or  wrong,  or  that  we  could  wish  reversed. 

Men  of  lawle.ss  and  dangerous  cliaracter  are  sure  to  resort  to  new  and 
retired  settlements.  Some  such  came  to  the  Cumberland.  Their  con- 
duct was  observed,  and  tlnuigh  their  presence  in  tlie  settlements  was  not 
desirable,  there  was  no  resort  to  harsh  and  lynching  measures  to  drive 
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them  away.  The  moral  influence  of  good  citizens  combined,  w^as  deemed 
tlie  essential  element  in  all  salutary  laws  and  beneficial  administration. 
If  the  enliglitened  will  and  distinct  voice  of  the  people  sustained  or  con- 
demned any  measure,  there  was  sure  to  bo  energy  enougli  to  carry  that 
will  into  execution.  And  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  sudden  and 
frenzied  assemblages,  which,  under  the  blinding  heat  of  passion,  should 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  administration  of  laws  that  had  been  intelli- 
gently and  calmly  intrusted  to  others 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  early  settlers  were  intelligent,  indus- 
trious, moral,  peaceable  men.  They  surmounted  difficulties  to  arrive 
here ; they  endured  privations,  toils,  perils,  to  stay  here ; they  desired 
homes  in  this  new  country;  they  carefully  sought  them  out;  their  main 
business  was  to  occupy  and  improve.  Each  one  of  this  class  found 
enough  to  engago  mind  and  hand  : their  time  and  talents  best  employed 
in  attending  to  their  owm  business. 

It  certainly  is  true  that  among  the  settlers  here,  as  was  the  case  at 
the  earliest  settlements  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  majority  were  men 
of  energy,  of  sound  judgment,  and  of  moral  worth.  And  such  men 
^were  accompanied  by  wives  of  equal  merit — suited  for  such  men.  They 
were  fitted  and  foreordained  for  the  great  work  they  performed,  laying 
the  foundations  of -society  and  government.  Ip  the  aims  and  deeds  of 
such  persons,  in  their  toils  and  sufferings,  in  their  frugality  and  plain- 
ness, in  their  log-huts  and  simple  fare,  there  is  nothing  of  which  any  wise 
man  or  virtuous  woman  should  be  ashamed.  They  possessed  neither 
proud  extravagance  nor  mean  selfishness,  and  would  have  been  ashamed 
of  the  transmission  of  such  vices  to  their  posterity.  They  who  possess 
them  now  have  greatly  degenerated,  and  must  have  baser  blood  puddling 
in  their  veins. 

We  claim  not  such  nobility  for  all  the  pioneers.  The  base-born,  the 
foul,  the  vicious,  as  rotten,  half-sunken  drift  upon  the  tides  of  our  groat 
rivers  is  found  in  the  way  or  in  the  wake  of  the  beautiful  and  peopled 
steamer,  came,  and  sometimes,  as  if  in  wanton  mischief  or  heedless  reck- 
lessness, endangered  all  with  which  they  came  in  contact.  They  are  des- 
tined to  sink,  some  in  the  channel,  others  near  the  shore.  Wisdom 
counsels  their  avoidance  in  either  position. 

The  march  of  an  army,  great  or  small,  stirs  up  the  dregs  of  society. 
There  are  always  in  such  parades  some  persons  to  wffiom  dirt  will  stick.'’ 
Accompanying  or  following  the  military  guard  which  arrived  with  the 
Commissioners  of  North  Carolina,  in  1783,  were  a few  emigrants  having 
no  merits  to  commend  them  to  good  society. 
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Judge  Haywood  merit  ions  the  treaty  with  the  Cliickasaws,  ‘‘held  on  the 
spot  where  Nashville  miw  stands,  in  1782^  under  the  authority  of  Virginia^ 
by  Honelson  and  Martin,”  P.  361. 

MouettO;  in.  his  Valley  of  the  3Iississippi,  vol.  ii.,  p.  216^  says^  “ The 
State  of  North  Carolina  obtained  from  the  Chickasaws,  in  a treaty  held 
by  Colonels  Poiielson  and  3Iartin,  near  the  present  site  of  Nashville^  in 
the  autumn  of  1783,  the  relin(|uishment  of  a large  district  of  country 
upon  the  Cumberland,  extending  southward  to  the  sources  of  Puck 
River.  Tills  territory  was  subsequently  comprised  in  the  district  of 
Meto,  and  the  jurisddetion  of  North  Caroliim  was  subsequenily  extended 
upon  the  valley  of  the  Cumberland  River;”  and  refers  to  American  State 
Papers,  Indian  AtTairs,  vol.  i.,  p.  15,  folio  edition. 

Then  again,  31onette,  same  vol.,  p.  268,  says,  “The  Indians  w*ere  as- 
sembled ear/y  in  the  year  J783  in  the  vicinitij  of  Robertson/s  Station, 
where  a treaty  was  concluded.  In  this  treaty  the  Chickasaws,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  certain  amounts  to  them  paid,  agreed  to  cede  and  relin- 
quish to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  an  extensive  region  of  country, 
extending  nearly  forty  miles  south  of  the  Cumberland  River,  to  the  divid- 
ing ridge  between  the  tributaries  of  that  river  and  those  of  Puck  and  Elk 
Rivers.  This  cession,  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Hope- 
well,  in  th<-‘  year  1785,  was  formed  into  a land  district,”  etc. 

Pr.  Ramsc}',  in  Annals  of  Tennessee,  p.  459,  makes  the  above  quo- 
tation from  3lonette,  p.  268.  Then  on  p.  480  he  say.s,  “The  Chickasaws 
claimed  and  ceded  the  Cuiiiberlaud  lands,  at  the  treaty  held  by  Ponelson 
and  hlartin,  in  1<82  or  1(83,”  and  adds,  “ Vrhere  this  treaty  was  held, 
its  exact  date,”  etc.,  he  ‘-has  not  been  able  to  ascertain.”  See  Governor 
Blount’s  letter  of  Jan.  14,  1793,  to  the  Secretary  of  4Var,  American 
State  Papers,  Y.,  432,  etc. 

The  original  records  of  the  anomalous  government  at  Nashborough, 
under  date  June  3,  1783,  together  with  other  old  papers  recovered  by  us, 
and  deposited  in  the  State  Historical  Society,  will  settle  some  of  these 
uncertain  and  disputed  points. 

The  State  of  Vinjinia  had  appointed  Colonels  Ponelson  and  31artin  to 
visit  these  settlements  and  hold  a treaty  with  the  “Southern  tribes  of 
Indians,”  not  the  Chickasaws  only,  but  the  Cherokees  and  others.  To 
assemble  these  Indians  in  a ‘Settlement  which  they  had  endeavored  and 
had  almost  succeeded  to  destroy,  to  bring  fhe.se  enemies  to  the  people 
where  they  had  corumittod  ,«o  many  murder‘d  and  cruelties,  to  partake  of 
hospitality  from  those  whose  cattle  they  had  driven  awav,  and  whose  fields 
they  had  wasted,  was  regarded  as  imprudent  and  dangerous. 
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Tlie  eye  of  sorae  injured  husband/fatlierj  son,  or  brother,  might  pierce 
into  tlio  guilt  of  the  savage  murderer,  and  the  spirit  of  revenge  nerve  the 
arm  to  strike  the  murderer  do^Yn, 

And  why  should  the  State  of  Virginia  assemble  the  Indians  here  upon 
the  territory  ofdSorth  Carolina?  These  questions  were  warmly  debated  at 
the  stations,  of  which  tliere  were  then  five,  (counting  31anskerh  and 
31auldin’s,  which  had  been  virtually  deserted.) 

There  is  no  portion  of  these  records  in  which  we  take  much  more 
pride  than  in  what  relates  to  the  votes  and  conduct  of  inhabitants 
here,  upon  matters  so  hazardous  to  their  peace  and  safety.  The  small 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  to  be  exposed,  their  seven  stations,  in  the 
first  year,  now  reduced  to  three,  (for  the  people  were  but  recently  return- 
ing to  the  vicinity  of  the  deserted  posts  at  3Iausker,  Bledsoe,  and  Asher;) 
and  then,  the  most  doubtful  and  troublesome  matter  of  all,  to  furnish  a 
satisfactory  amount  of  provisions  for,  perhaps,  some  of  the  very  Indians 
who  liad  destroyed  the  corn,  killed  the  cattle,  stolen  the  horses,  and  massa- 
creed  the  relatives  or  of  survivuvj  stationer ! But  these  items 

being  discussed,  as  wise  men  and  freemen  associated  upon  the  one  great 
principle,  that  ‘*the  majority  shall  decide  and  rulej^  it  was  agreed  to 
submit  the  main  question,  “Treaty,”  or  “No  Treaty,”  here  to  the  people 
of  the  stations. 

It  appears  that  of  the  people  on  the  Nashborough  side  of  the  river, 
where  it  was  proposed  to  hold  the  treaty,  two  to  one  were  ojymstd ; bur 
they  were  out-voted  by  those  at  Eaton’s,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
The  names  of  the  persons  voting,  and  the  votes  they  gave,  are  preserved 
on  scraps  of  paper,  and  correspond  with  the  entries  on  the  records. 

It  certainly  is  worthy  of  mention,  that  Colonel  liobertson,  who  resided 
at  Freeland’s  Station,  voted  “No  Treaty  here,”  as  did  every  other  man 
there.  At  Nashborough  the  vote  was  tw'enty-six  to  thirty,  the  majority 
voting  for  the  treaty.  But  the  controlling  vote  was  at  Eaton's,  eighty- 
four  to  one. 

And  now  take  notice  of  the  noble  spirit  of  these  Eatonians  ! It  is 
worthy  of  highest  commendation.  Their  settlement  was  upon  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  had  always  been  less  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the 
Indians  than  those  on  the  west  ; but  having  carried  the  question  over  the 
heads  of  their  neighliors,  and  thereby  exposed  them  to  dangers  which 
they  wished  to  avoid,  the  Eatonians  promptly  passed  “ K«'sulutiuns  that, 
on  the  days  of  the  treaty,”  they  would  attend  and  “assist  with  person 
and  property ;”  and  tifty-fmr  voters  signed  the  resolutions.  Well  done, 
Eatonians  ! And  v/e  doubt  not  that  every  man  was  at  the  treaty-ground 
“with  person  and  property.”  With  person,  to  watch  and  defend  against 
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all  mischief  from  white  or  red  man ; with  property — provisions  to  feed 
these  questionable  guests,  tliut  they  might  not  sutler  hunger,  tind  that 
the  inhabitants  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  should  not  be  overburdened. 

The  Commissioners  were  appointeel  by  the  State  of  Virginia.  They 
had  been  among  these  settlers  for  some  weeks,  awaiting  the  assem- 
bling of  the  Indians.  Colonel  Donelson,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  re- 
tired with  his  family  to  Davis’s  Station,  in  Kentucky.  ' His  friend,  (and, 
if  not  then,  in  after  days,  family  connection,)  Colonel  iMartm,  was  asso- 
ciated v/ith  him  in  this  Commissioit. 

During  their  leisure  time,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  chiefs,  these 
friends  visited  the  rich  lands  above  the  mouth  of  Stone’s  River,  around 
the  Hermitage,  and  wliore  Colonel  Donelson  had  his  second  station  and 
selection  of  an  unsurpassed  body  of  land. 

The  Indians  were  invited  to  assemble  at  the  large  Sulphur  Spring, 
about  four  miles  north-west  of  Nashville,  on  the  east  side,  and  a few 
hundred  yards  from  the  Charlotte  Pike.  The  beautiful  location  had  been 
selected  by  Colonel  Robertson  for  his  own  station  and  home.  There  he 
afterwards  erected  the  brick  dwelling,  wdiich  yet  remains  in  good  preser- 
vation : that  was,  until  within  a few  years  past,  the  place  of  the  “Niish- 
ville  Camp-ground.” 

The  treaty  began  and  was  concluded  in  the  month  of  June,  17S3. 
Green  corn  was  not  then  sufficiently  advanced  to  yield  roas ting-ears. 
There  being  no  fire-water”  administered,  wherewith  to  pervert  the  hearts 
and  madden  the  brains  of  the  many  persons  there  assembled,  the  meeting 
and  deliberations  were  conducted  quietly,  and  concluded  amicably.  A 
few  ball-plays  and  foot-races,  contests  at  “high  and  long  jump,”  con- 
stituted the  sum  of  the  amusements  on  the  occasion. 

The  Indians  were  treated  hospitably,  and  were  dismissed  with  such 
presents  as  could  then  be  bestowed.  These  Indians  were  highly  pleased 
with  Colonel  Robertson  and  the  stationers  generally. 

This  treaty  being  made  under  authority  of  one  of  the  States,  and  not 
of  the  Confederated  States,  wa.s  exjmsed  to  an  objection  similar  to  that 
which  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  had  made  to  the  treaty  of  Colonel 
Henderson,  and  is  not  to  be  seen  iri  the  published  volumes  of  Indian 
Treaties.  Its  provRions  and  boundaries  were,  however,  subsequently 
confirmed,  or  renewerl  and  settled,  by  the  Treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  ITSo. 

The  acquaintance  with  some  of  these  Indians,  formed  upon  this 
occasion,  was  serviceable  to  the  Cuufficrhind  settlers  in  after-years.  Some 
information  was  obtained  relative  to  Spanish  efforts  to  excite  these  Indians 
to  enmity  and  warfare  against  the  settlers.  Colonel  Robertson  deemed  it 
proper,  during  this  year,  to  addre.ss  a letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
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to  contrnJict  reports  Vyliioli  tlie  Spaniards  had  heard,  or  protended  to  have 
heard,  of  designs  entertained  by  the  people  of  Cumberland  to  make  a 
descent  upon  the  Spanish  possessions  on  the  Mississippi. 

A correspondence  had  also  been  commenced  between  Don  Estevan 
Mero,  another  prominent  Spanish  officer,  and  Colonel  iLobertson,  which 
we  may  have  occasion  to  allude  to  more  in  cxfenso.  It  will  be  further 
noticed  that  these  people  had  to  defray  the  expenses  Of  embassies  to 
foreign  courts.  The  government  of  the^  Notables  was  no  contemptible 
].^arcum  imptrium  in  imperio  potentisi.  It  was  the  wisest,  the  best 
organized,  and  the  best  managed  state,  government,  or  community  west 
of  the  mountai.’is,  in  that  da}'.  Such  form  of  government,  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  they  had  adopted,  emanated  from  themselves;  and  the 
officers  were  of  themselves,  and  chosen  by  and  for  themselves. 

Independent,  self-relying,  self-su.staining,  and  self-defending,  as  they 
were,  ^‘cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined,”  as  they  were,  and  distant — then 
so  far  distant — from  the  mother  State,  and  the  Confederated  States,  there 
was  a readiness,  and,  indeed,  anxiety  to  ‘‘declare,  hp  oath,  their  fidelity 
to  the  government  of  the  State.”  The  Notahles.w'erc  not  of  that  class  of 
men  who  would  “lay  burdens  upon  other  men’s  shoulders,”  and  stand 
themselves  aloof  and  exempt.  They  “stood  always  in  their  lot.”  If  they 
took  responsibility,  they  did  it  with  a hearty  and  a good  will.  As,  in 
log-rolling  and  house-raising,  the  best  men  took  the  hut-eiuU,  so  in  clear- 
ing away  rubbish,  laying  the  foundation  and  erecting  the  fabric  of  govern- 
ment, the  same  class  of  men  put  their  own  shoulders  to  the  work,  and 
then  they  “called  upon  Jupiter.” 

The  Notables  had  approved  “the  Address”  of  March  4th,  iu  wTiich, 
among  other  proposals,  the  members  of  Committee  were  first  to  take  the 
oath  of  abjuration  and  fidelity,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  have  all  otliers 
take  the  same.  This  address  Wiis  followed  by  another,  adopted  at  a called 
meeting  on  the  I5th  March,  for  the  opening  of  a land  office  under  the 
laws  of  North  Carolina,  and  that  Colonel  Kobertson,  being  elected  a Re- 
presentative to  the  Assembly,  should  go  and  attend  to  these,  and  other 
interests  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  his  devoted  constituents  on  the  Coin- 
berland.  The  records  say  that  he  was  “elected  by  the  people.”  lie  liad 
been  elected  Colonel,  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Militia,  Chairman  of 
Committee  of  Notables,  President  Judge  to  wdioin  pen.al  bonds  and  for- 
feitures were  made  payable,  and  now  he  is  dnlv  elected  the  first  Delegate 
and  Representative  to  the  General  A.ssembly  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
free  and  indepondont  citizens  at  tlie  Cumberland  Stations. 

He  attended — wo  presume  travelling  about  seven  hundred  miles  at  his 
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own  expense,  to  reach  the  seat  of  government — and  we  shall  see  hereafoer 
some  of  the  good  results  of  his  ] presence  in  the  xVssemblv. 

We  call  attention  to  the  next  entry  upon  the  records,  the  employment 
of  SIX  spies,  to  be  kept  out  so  long  as  we  shall  be  able  to  pay  them,  to 
discover  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Each  to  receive  seventy-five  bushels 
of  Indian  corn  per  month  ] to  be  under  command  of  Colonel  Jlobertson 
and  Captain  Bledsoe.’' 

^CSix  spies  were  to  be  kept  out,"  and  to  be  paid  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
bushels  of  coni  per  month  ! Y\q  have  no  information  and  no  scrde  by 
which  to  estimate  the  value  of  corn  among  these  settlers,  other  than  in 
this  instance,  and  in  the  price  for  wolf-scalps  at  a later  date.  Vde  know 
that  it  is  recorded  in  the  history  of  early  settlements  in  Kentucky,  say 
in  the  year  of  destitution  here,  1781,  that  corn  sold  as  high  as  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  bushel.  To  get  it  at  fifty  dollars  a 
bushel  w-as  buying  it  on  most  favored  terms.  We  cannot  discredit  what 
W'e  have  heard,  that  as  high  a price  or  higher  would  have  been  given 
here,  if  it  could  luive  been  obtained  at  that.  But  these  spies  performed 
a most  perilous  duty  : im\ny  of  them  lost  their  lives  ; and  when  the  Indians 
killed  or  captured  a spy,  they  tortured  him  while  living  and  mangled  his 
body  when  dead.  It  seems  ‘‘the  enemy  was  about,"  and  that  besides 
the  six  spies  thus  employeil,  new  officers  were  elected  at  the  five  stations. 

The  Commissioners  and  their  guard  had  ‘-come  and  gone" — marched 
into  the  country,  and  so  marched  out  again ; leaving  the  Cumberlauders 
to  their  fate — that  is,  to  the  care  of  themselves  and  tender  mercies’’  of 
savages.  But  they  made  the  entry  upon  their  records,  ‘'■'the  enemy  is 
about,"  no  doubt  having  reference  mainly  to  prowding  Indians.  And 
yet,  as  a fact  wliicli  we  consider  w'orthy  of  some  comment,  after  the 
election  of  captains,  lieutenants,  and  ensigns  at  the  stations,  the  next 
entry,  under  date  “April  1st,  17^9,"  gives  u.s  the  first  knowledge  of 
another  enemy  : ^^Lojnors  brought  from  foreign  parts,  and  sold  to  the 
inhabitants  here  at  exorbitant  rates." 

The  first  question  which  siiirgcsts  itself  is,  Whence  came  this  lirpaor  ? 
Who  brought  it,  and  how  ? We  know  that  in  a subsequent  year  there 
is  recorded  an  interesting  case  relative  to  “a  cask  of  liquor  from 
Kaskaskia,"  Illinois,  and  which  has  suggested  the  origin  or  definition  of 
the  name  of  that  ancient  town  : we  do  not  suppose  that  this  “liquor  fr*^m 
foreign  parts"  came  by  wat«n*  and  from  that  direction,  but,  like  some 
other  importations,  had  safi?  conduct  under  the  guard.  There  were, 
however,  a few  trading  boat.s  in  tliose  days.  The  Committee  resolve 
that  importers  shall  enter  into  boml,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds 


'■■w  ©. 


n .»  -<  4 X '*'.  y'  ^ 'f  <1 J ^ T 


, 

m i '%i 


^/iW  vd.  :a‘  'Udi5  [nn;  - >n;,H  . 

aj.i»  tTi:  OUiS^::!^\[  1u 

,t..„',  ...*.,  ..•*  .*111  * utMji/  tji’i  ,o:»^  •.  ■ ^ 

*J  .asiMH  yii<|  1.4  '>4  H#v?; 

j <vi-  d“<3Mi''  4.. 

' hrr^nn  'l^:  i.am/n.rV 

:.rti¥  u'...t'<.l>'ta.  ■■«i.«8-'*' 


.***  I-..-  b.H«.n-r  .Wl  »•■«■!  ^.<^'o^  J.W-VvtW^^^ 

U ,l.;w  ..!■.  W«  .rrfH,|.J.i..-M:'  /-.«  a.7 ..;'  ■/«  I <nb» 


. ..'K  .»!;  i rriii  j.  .:ir 

. ,- 4 1. . >f ' ..=  . »/...iu«ii^w'#iiS  > 1 ar'A##''  , 

fcrd-..  j*..  m-.^. 

I •l:i>  .;>  -.•ftil  1).  'i  '*. , al’  'dt'fen! 

. . ' I.  ,.  .._  -■.  ,.r^. li*,  itf  iti  *vi* 


;v'y  am»d.6:t,f»''  i'kfa  'r  vjlfpit  ‘||j<l 

.,»?•', :‘H^  : Mff 


3fti\  'i  '-riJ  cud  .."' fc'in^  ;,ik'v‘;M 
.••..•  m'.H  1v.vh 

;^nu-*',,Uffe4i 

i,_,^i*j,v,|,j,,<* ; .';:t 

• .^  . i\  -i  •*  f V l • . . Tl  ..  a -**i.  Jf'* 


* n-i'iua  "jh  i » * -fit . ■ nh'^ii.  iW?<»  il  jt  _ 


Iwatti  «.jiJ  rt4/ 


.-P  Uofl  IfiM)  .-  , ,:. ■ - 

i.1«lph<a>  J«  01»d 

1 .,.^,il  piili  s4ii»'.'rr0O0^>4rM  ;«r  li^ftii  »|#  4^n;S,9dT  ^ .w 

^,fit  «n  I*  m i^;iU  .M  liiudA-  fij  M^oid  odWi  . 

n.-u  wfrr^rMd  'Xu®'»  .^1' '^m 


0 tf.MJtniii.I-  -Jv>  Ar%i^'  «wlJ  l.Ar’tSWaHIJ  ^ 


•AV1» 


.'  ’ xs'll  131  iwtr 


itiii><j  tif*vbui*il  io  mud  tfiit  at 


iUf6.,9dl  nfc  -htt^  Uj^.t 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE., 


199 


specie^  that  they  will  Dot  ask,  take,  or  receive  more  than  one  silver 
dollar,  or  the  value  thereof,  for  one  quart  of  good^  sound,  merchantable 
liquor. 

lYe  commend  to  the  notice  of  our  readers  the  day  on  which  this 
^^Address”  was  presented  and  adopted — 1st 

Locksmiths  are  a very  wise  and  useful  class  of  mechanics,  but  there 
is  an  old  adage  that  ‘‘  even  fools  laugh  at  these.^^  As  it  was  then,  has 
been,  is  now,  so  we  fear  it  wdll  be  hereafter,  that  sumptuary  law's  and 
laws  regulating-  eating-  and  drinking',  laws  condescending  to  the  minutim 
of  “buieing  and  sellynge,’^  as  in  the  instance,  of  hozen,’’  will  be 

evaded,  or  stir  up  a fuss.  We  believe  that  it  is  just  as  wise,  and  no 
wiser,  to  attempt  to  legislate  a people  into  religion,  as  it  is  to  legislate 
them  into  frugality  in  living,  cheapness  in  dress,  or  into  temperance  and 
morality.  The  rudiments  of  such  an  education,  the  principles  and 
essential  elements  for  holiness  in  heart,  and  moderation  and  chastity  in 
life,  are  of  higher  origin  than  the  law's  of  Assemblies  or  of  Legislatures. 
The  fountain  and  the  code  are  Divine.  Acquaint  the  people  with  these, 
impress  upon  them  the  dignity  and  Divine  authority,  the  salutary  in- 
fluence ever  to  result  from  obedience  to  these ; give  them  the  Bible, 
and  an  education  such  as  it  inculcates ; let  the  principles  of  religion, 
morality,  temperance,  be  imbedded  in  the  heart,  and  human  legislation, 
with  such  Divine  sanction,  may  well  come  to  the  aid  of  the  “ higher  law,'’ 
and  rightfully  punish  open  transgressions.  kYe  do  not  reject  tlie  laws 
of  the  State,  we  do  not  contemn  the  wisdom  of  the  Lcgi.slature,  we  do 
not  despise  human  institutions,  or  scoff  at  moral  associations  or  temper- 
ance societies — w;e  approve  of  them  as  ancillary  helps,  not  as  substitutes 
for  the  Church  or  the  word  of  God.  The  first  settlers  upon  the  Cum- 
berland brought  with  them  their  “family  Bibles,"  and  forgot  not  the 
commandments,  doctrines,  or  precepts.  They  had  not  for  several  years 
the  living  ministry  among  them. 

Pirates  and  highway  robbers  were  upon  the  rivers  and  by-traces  or 
pathways,  and  in  this  year  had  commenced  the  plundering  of  boars  upon 
the  3Iississippi.  The  Spaniards  and  French  carried  on  con.^idorable 
trade  in  skins,  furs,  and  tallow,  from  the  upper  ^Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans,  returning  w'ith  loads  of  dry-goods,  groceries,  and  specie.  Armed 
bodies  of  desperadoes  whose  presence  had  been  spurned  in  the  settle- 
ments, where  the  moral  atmosphere  wais  too  ethereal  for  their  lungs,  had 
congregated  at  various  points  on  these  channels  of  coinmeree  or  near  the 
paths  through  the  wilderness.  Some  such  lawless  fellows  had  left  the 
Cumberland  settlements  and  gone  down  the  river ; which  led  to  the  in- 
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teresting  entry  upon  the  records  of  3[ay  Gth.  1783^  the  sending  of  a 
letter  to  the  Agent  of  Virginia  in  Illinois,  and  also  to  the  Spanish 
Governor.  This  is  followed  by  some  resolves  regulating  trade  with  the 
Indians,  and  the  taking  of  the  oath  of  abjuration  and  fidelity. 

We  find  that  they  had  some  card-playing  and  gambling  in  those  days 
as  well  as  in  ours,  and  that  Comu)ittee  pronounced  conti-acts  having  such 
origin  or  consideration,  null.  Persons  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
South-west  in  early  times,  will  recognize  the  name  of  Colbert  as  a leader 
of  notoriety,  and  whose  name  is  to  this  day  affixed  to  a certain  locality 
on  the  Tennessee  lliver. 

The  Committee  at  this  date,  July  1st,  1783,  resolved  to  make  all  the 
settlers  “toe  the  mark” — subscribe  the  Articles  of  Association  : Read  the 
resolution.  Next  follows  some  litigation  as  to  right  of  certain  property, 
hidden  at  the  breaking  up  of  tlie  Red  River  Station.  And  finally  Com- 
mittee conclude  their  labors  ami  the  record,  by  fixing  the  price  of  liquors 
from  foreign  parts  at  one  silver  dollar  per  gallon  instead  of  one  dollar 
per  C(uart.  Q>icr^ : Was  the  importation  so  abundant,  or  did  the  water 
leak  into  the  casks  ? Kas-kas-kia. 

EXTENSION  OF  .STATE  AUTIIOUITY  AND  ORGANIZATION  OF  FIRST 
COURT  IN  DAVIDSON"^'  COUNTY. 

1783.  Oct.  Gth.  Under  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  the 
Governor  issued  commissions  to  four  of  the  citizens  on  the  Cumberland, 


* Character  of  General  David.son,  from  Haywood  and  Annals. — This  ccuniy, 
like  the  other  three  west  of  the  Apalichian  Mountains,  received  its  name  from  an 
officer  of  the  army  of  the  Revolmion,  General  William  Davidson,  of  Mecklenburg 
county,  North  Carolina.  He  was  a native  of  that  part  of  the  State  which  had  early 
exhibited  an  enthusiastic  devotion  to  independence  and  freedom.  He  sought  and 
obtained  a command,  though  of  inferior  grade,  in  the  Continental  army.  In  that 
service  he  was  considered  a gallint  oliicer,  and  ac(|uired  reputation. 

When  the  enemy  overran  Soutii  ('arolina,  he  left  the  regular  service,  and  was 
immediately  appointed  General  in  the  North  Carolina  militia.  In  this  new  sphere 
of  duty  he  manifested  great  zeal  .and  public  spirit.  It  was  he  whom  Colonel 
McDowell  sought,  to  invite  him  to  take  the  chief  command  of  the  troop.s  at  King’s 
Mountain.  He  was  constantly  on  the  alert  to  disperse  the  Tories  and  annoy  Lord 
Cornwalli.s,  while  his  head-quarters  were  ai  Charlotte. 

After  the  battle  of  Cowpen'<,  .M<n-gan,  in  removing  the  prisoners  for  safe  keeping 
to  Virginia,  was  pursue!  by  the  I’riii.sh  army.  General  Davhlsou  having  under 
his  command  some  active  militia  men,  hastily  collected  in  his  neighborhood,  en- 
deavored to  retard  the  pursuers,  ar.d  at  every  river  and  creek  cau.sod  them  some 
delay;  and  thus  contributed  essentially  to  the  e.scapo  of  the  American  army  an<l 
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to  wit:  Isaac  Bledsoe,  Samuel  Barton,  Francis  Prince,  and  Isaac  Linsey, 
to  organize  an  ^-Inferior  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions/'’  at  Nash- 
borough.  This  ‘^Inferior  Court”  was,  by  the  Act,  invested  with  extra- 
ordinary powers ; not  unlike  or  much  inferior  to  those  which  the  Com- 
mittee government  or  Notables  had  exercised  for  years  previous.  This 
ncvv^ly  erected  State  tribunal  was,  indeed,  clothed  with  legislative,  military, 
and  judicial  powers,  as  maybe  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  Acts  of 
Assembly.  And  to  men  so  well  skilled  and  accustomed  to  . the  exercise 
of  such  higli  prerogatives,  the  continuance  of  powers  and  fiinctions  under 
a now  name  caused  no  inconvenience.  They  had,  indeed,  been  Judges 
before,  but  now  they  were  Justices;  they  had  been  “members  of  Com"^'®,’^ 
but  now  were  members  of  Quarter  Sessions;  they  had  been  Notables  in- 
the  administration  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  Cumberlanders,  whereas  now 
they  had  become  3Iagistrates  of  Common  Pleas;  from  holding  the  reins 
of  government,  they  descended  to  holding  an  inferior  court.  But  they 
did  all  things  well. 

The  members  of  the  court  being  present  and  qualifying,  they  elected, 
^^as  a matter  of  course,”,  and  ‘^as  in  duty  bound”  as  well,  because  ‘‘they 
could  do  no  better,”  Andreio  Eicin,  Clerk.  He  had  not  been  required  to 
give  bond  during  his  years  of  service  previously,  but  now  bond  is  re- 
quired in  the  sum  of  £2000  ; and  he  adds  another  letter  to  his  name, 
Ewiny.  And  so  ever  after  he  wuites  it  with  a g. 

^^The  court  fixed  on  a place  for  building  the  court-house  and  prison, 
agreeing  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  settlement,  they  be  at  Nash- 
borough ; to  be  built  at  the  public  expense,  of  hewed  logs.  The  court- 
house to  be  eighteen  feet  square  ! with  a leanto  (or  shed)  of  twelve  feet  on 
one  side  of  the  house,  with  benches,  bar,  and  table,  for  the  use  of  the 
court.  The  prison  to  be  of  square  hewed  logs,  a foot  square;  both  with^ 
loft  floor,  except  the  same  shall  be  built  on  a rockA 


the  prisoners  which  encumbered  its  march.  In  this  service  General  Davidson  lost 
his  life.  On  the  1st  February,  1781,  the  British  army,  accompanied  by  loyalists 
who  knew  the  roads  and  crossing-places,  came  to  the  Catawba  River  at  Cowan's 
Ford  and  began  to  cross.  Davidson  rode  to  the  river  to  reconnoitre,  wuh  the 
hope  of  devising  some  plan  to  keep  them  back,  at  least  for  a time.  A Tory  who 
knew  him,  and  who  was  in  advance  piloting  the  enemy,  was  near  the  bank,  and 
shot  liiin.  Knowing  he  was  mortally  wounded,  he  rode  hack  hastily  to  hi.s  men, 
gave  some  orders,  and  soon  expired. 

An  intre{)id  soldier,  a true  patriot  ; never  did  man  love  his  country  with  more 
ardent  affection.  Ilis  name  should  be  ever  dear  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee. 
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The  contract  for  erecting  these  magnificent  buildings  v/as  let  a vendue^ 
14th  Octobeig  1783^  to  the  lowest  bidder.  These  houses  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  being  thus  provided  for,  these  four  Justices  signed 
tlie  records. 

And  henceforth  the  place  is  no  more  Nashboroiigh,  but  Nash-m'/Ze — 
the  city.  This  change  of  name  took  place  July,  1784. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

1783. 

As  insinuations  haTe  been  thrown  out  and  questions  asked  in  regard 
to  the  motives  and  influences  under  which  the  name  of  a prominent 
Spanish  ofiicer  was  given  to  these  settlements  upon  the  Cumberland,  we 
deem  it  proper  to  give  our  opinion  also.  The  question  is,  Why  was  this 
portion  of  the  State  callad  “’  J/crO  District  Was  there  any  intention 
to  separate  from  the  Atlantic  States,  and  unite  with  the  Spaniards  ? 
At  the  division  of  Washington  District,  Mero  was  formed.  These  are 
representative  names  : they  are  indicative  of  two  forms  of  government, 
of  opposite  principles,  and  of  people  who  have  a separate  history — 
distinct  in  their  entire  career  as  nations,  variant  in  manners  and  customs, 
in  religion  and  politics;  who  have  never  coalesced  and  harmonized 
by  intermarriages,  or  in  any  great  eifort  for  the  world’s  improvement 
or  elevation  of  the  masses.  How  happened  it  that  names  so  antagonistic 
could  be  chosen,  and  possibly  at  the  suggestion  of  the  same  persons? 

It  will  be  remembered  that  when  Robertson  and  others  of  these 
pioneers  were  living  on  the  Wautauga,  at  the  very  commencement  of  our 
Revolutionary  War,  and  in  the  opening  of  that  grand  and  glorious  career 
which  placed  Washington  upon  the  heights  of  fame,  his  name  was 
selected  for  the  district  of  country  constituting  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
This  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  instance  in  which  his  name  was  so  selected 
and  applied  to  any  phice  or  section  of  country,  and  the  suggestion  or 
selection  has  been  attributed  to  General  Sevier,  then  and  alway;^  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  General  Robertson.  They  were  equally  and  uniformly 
the  admirers  of  that  greatest  and  best  of  men.  They  botli  hated  tyrants 
and  tyranny  ; they  both  loved  and  contended  for  the  rights  ol’  man,  for 
the  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  freedom  of  conscience.  Had  Robertson 
now  abandoned  his  principles  and  his  friends;  had  he  now  ceased  to 
admire  Washington  and  to  love  his  country?  Was  ho  now  to  part  with 
his  friend  Sevier  and  all  true  Americans  ? Could  he  expatriate  himself, 
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abjure  bis  religion,  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  and  swear 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  ^Spaiii  ? No,  never. 

The  District  of  Mero  incliuled  the  entire  region  of  country  north-west 
of  the  mountains,  the  Cumberland  region.  It  was  so  called  after  Doti 
Estepan  Mero,  a DrigaJicr-Geueral  in  the  armies  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
Governor  and  Intendant  of  the  Ih'ovinces  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida. 
Spain  had  been  a cautious,  calculating,  and  dilatory  ally  of  the  Colonies 
in  the  War  of  iicvolution;  not  tliat  she  loved  our  cause  or  approved  the 
principles  for  which  we  contended,  but  rather  that  she  hated  Enadand. 
This  was  well  understood  by  the  great  men  who  stood  in  the  fore-front 
of  that  great  contest.  General  llobertson  was  not  ignorant  of  Spanish 
character,  principles,  or  craftiness.  He  could  not  falsify  the  sentiments 
of  his  heart,  or  repudiate  and  stigmatize  the  faith  in  which  he  had  been 
educated,  and  the  associations  with  freemen,  hitherto  cherished  by  him 
‘^as  dear  life  iLclf.’^  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  make  these  posithns  plain 
and  satisfactory.  If  General  llobertson  ever  disguised  his  real  sentiments, 
it  was  only  when  he  had  to  contend  with  the  ‘^cunning  craftiness'’  of 
learned  and  practiced  intriguers  of  the  Spanish  government. 

These  Spanish  officers  and  agents  had  used  many  expressions  of  friend- 
shi])  towards  the  early  settlers  on  the  Cumberland  and  in  Kentucky. 
They  resorted  to  various  artifices  and  offiers  to  draw  the  western  settlers 
into  alliance  and  under  the  influence  of  their  government.  When  they 
could  not  flatter  and  bribe,  then  they  resorted  to  annoyance  and  savage 
warfare.  It  may  with  perfect  truth  be  asserted,  that  these  early  settlers 
endured  as  much  for  the  sake  of  liberty  as  any  other  people.  Their  love 
for  American  Indepeiulenee  was  manifested  by  as  patient  endurance,  and 
by  as  firm  resistance  uf  f<)reign  and  domestic  enticements,  as  were  ever 
brought  to  bear  upon  any  portion  of  the  American  people.  Jriioclen!: 
credit  has  never  been  given,  justice  has  never  been  done  to  them.  ;Sus- 
j)icions  have  been  cheri.^hed,  insiiiuations  have  been  thrown  out.  as  to 
the  iutegrity  of  these  pe<jple;  wliich  should  be  repulsed,  and.  indeed, 
might  better  be  cast  d(.)wa  at  tlic  threshold  of  other  communities. 

We  believe  the  correspondence  between  this  Spanish  General  and 
Commandant  and  Colonel  Kobertsori  commenced  in  1782.  It  was  of  a 
decidedly  pacific  character,  ami  marked  with  unquestionable  and  earnest 
expressions  of  a desire  on  the  piart  of  his  fellow-adventurers  and  settlers' 
on  the  Cumberland  to  make  no  encroaehment  upon  Spanish  rijtit,' — to 
do  no  act  which  miglit  give  oficiice  to  that  people.  He  had  licur.l  liiat 
they  were,  or  protended  t(.»  be,  approliensive  of  a do.'Ceiit  or  inva.'ion  by 
these  western  emigrants.  Governor  .^lero  well  knew  riie  tVebh  ness  of 
the  settlement  on  tlie  (.’uniberland — that  it  was  exposed  to  attack  by  the 
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various  Indian  tribes,  and  tliat  the  Indians  outnumbered  its  population 
as  a thousand  to  one.  And  he  well  knew  that  tlie  Spaniards  exercised 
an  influence  over  most  of  these  tribes  which  the  fe\c  pioneers,  stnigj^ling 
for  existence  in  their  pcnt-np  quarters,  could  not  countervail.  But  he 
also  knew  the  resolute  cliaracter  of  such  Americans;  that  where  they 
once  planted  their  foot  and  drove  down  the  stakes  for  their  tents  and 
blazed  the  trees  for  their  “ donation’^  or  ‘^preemption,’'  they  were  sure 
to  hold  on  until  other  settlers  should  be  securely  located  around. 

Governor  31ero  was  well  aware  that  the  Americans  had  not  encroached 
upon  the  territory  of  Spain,  but  were  settled  within  the  acknowledged 
treaty  limits  of  the  United  States;  yet  he  and  all  the  SpanUh  officers 
and  population  on  the  Mississippi  were  alarmed  and  jealous. 

General  Robertson  having  learned  tliat  they  were  apprehensive  of  an 
invasion  by  these  few  adventurous  pioneers,  thought  proper  to  write  to 
Governor  Mero,  under  date  of  January  29,  1783,  assuring  him  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  the  Cumberland  settlers  : that  such  reports  as  had 
reached  the  Governor’s  ears  of  a hostile  disposition  were  false;  and  he 
concluded  with  expressions  of  friendship  on  his  own  part,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  stationers. 

By  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Notables,  6th 
May,  1783,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Committee  were  willing  to  and 
did  take  decided  measures  to  arrest  and  hold  to  bail  such  persons  belong- 
ing to  their  community  as  were  disposed  to  “plunder  the  trading  boats” 
on  the  Mississippi. 

There  were  marauders,  or  “pirates,”  on  the  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
and  Ohio,  no  doubt,  but  these  robbers  made  no  discrimination  between 
Spanish,  French,  or  American  boats,  goods,  or  owners : they  went  for 
the  plunder.  Therefore  the  Committee,  at  the  same  time  they  addressed 
Governor  Mero,  sent  a letter  “to  the  Agent  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
residing  at  the  Illinois.”  In  those  letters  they  declared  that  they  “de- 
tested and  abhorred  all  such  practices ;”  aud  they  spoke  the  truth. 

The  Committee  imposed  restrictions  on  the  trade  with  the  Chicka.saws, 
and  required  all  traders  to  enter  int(>  bond  not  to  disturb  the  peace,  or 
infringe  the  rights  of  person  or  property  of  others,  whether  Indians, 
Spaniards,  or  Americans. 

No  better  disposition  could  be  manifested  by  any  state  or  government 
towards  a coterminous  government,  than  wais  professed  and  shown  by  the 
government  of  the  Notables  towanls  the  Spaniards. 

When  this  little  government  in  the  wilderness,  by  necessity  compelled 
to  act  independently,  seized  the  violators  of  tlie  laws  of  neutrality  and 
good  neighborhood,  and  held  them  to  bail,  it  acted  wisely  and  well. 
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AVhen  3IontgoT]ieiT  and  others  were  arrested,  it  proved  its  ‘hdetestatioQ 
and  abhorrenee"’  of  all  fillibu^tcring  expeditions. 

Governor  3Iero  replied,  20th  April,  1783,  thanking  Colonel  Kobertson 
for  his* friendly  communication,  and  for  the  assurances  of  friendship  it 
contained,  promising  to  write  to  McGiHlyray,  the  Creek  Chief,  and  to  the 
Spanish  Commandants  above  the  ICalnut  Hills,  to  use  their  exertions 
with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  to  restrain  them  from  any  incursions  into 
or  interference  with  the  American  settlements.  He  admit?  that  he  had 
co'anted  the  Cherokees  permission  to  settle  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  concludes  with  an  invitation  to  Colonel  Robertson  to  do 
likewise  j adding  promises  of  indulgence  as  to  religion,  exemption  from 
taxes,  and  certain  worldly  prosperity. 

Colonel  Robertson  was  in  possession  of  information  as  to  the  country 
about  ^Ahe  Xatchez.^’  He  could  foresee  the  consequences  of  American 
settlements  upon  the  banks  of  the  Misssissippi.  He  predicted  the  day 
as  near  at  hand  when  the  settlers  west  of  the  mountains  must  have  the 
use  of  that  river  in  conveying  their  produce  to  market : he  well  knew 
the  importance  of  qniet  to  the  settlers,  and  that,  if  they  could  remain 
undisturbed  but  a few  years  longer,  they  would  be  in  sumcient  strength 
to  defy  the  Indians,  and  the  Spaniards  also.  And  knowing  the  intimacy 
existing  between  those  parties,  he  could  not  doubt  as  to  the  best  policy 
of  the  settlers.  It  was  to  attend  to  their  own  affairs,  encourage  emigra- 
tion, ‘‘strengthen  their  own  hands,''  preserve  the  friendship  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  gai?i  th.at  of  all  the  savage  tribes. 

If  he  distrusted  the  sincerity  and  disinterestedness  of  the  Spaniards,  as 
many  persons  did,  he  had  the  wisdom  and  prudence  to  retain  such  senti- 
ments iinuttered.  Leading  men  in  Aorth  Carolina  participated  in  all  the 
anxiety  of  the  leading  men  upon  the  Cumberland.  When  this  corre- 
spondeiice  commenced,  the  war  of  American  Revolution  was  in  progress, 
its  end  uncertain,  its  results  in  nuhibus.  These  settlements  had  been 
made  and  sustained  without  military  aid  from  the  American  Confederacy, 
or  even  from  Carolina  or  Virginia. 

They  had  found  the  difficulties  of  emigration  across  the  mountains  so 
many  and  great,  that  tlicy  could  not  hope  for  early  and  rich  advantacres 
to  result  from  commcia'o,  through  such  forests  and  mountain-passes.  As 
the  tide  of  emigration  sot  westward,  so  they  concluded  must  the  interests 
of  trade  he  Ibuiid  in  the  "'amc  channel  and  direction.  Rut  the  .Spanish 
authorities  have  posts  upon  tho<o  rivers  j they  control  the  mouth  of  the 
Mit?sisslppi ; their  friendship  maybe  secured;  we  canuot  clearly  see  what 
may  transpire  hcreafti'r  — what  may  be  the  relations  or  the  interests 
between  us;  here  is  a di*itinguished  and  influential  ofiSeer ; we  are  about 
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to  select  a name  for  this  district  of  country*  it  may  convince  him  and 
others  of  our  friendly  disposition,  and  he  may  like  the  compliment;  let 
us  take  his  name — therefore  Jthro  it  sliali  be. 

But  that  these  Americans,  that  Colonel  Bobertson  ever  intended  to 
become  a willing  subject  of  lus  Catholic  3Iajesty;  that,  wlien  seeking  to 
throw  oft’  the  rule  of  the  King  of  England,  he  was  ever  inclined  to  come 
under  that  of  the  King  of  Spain,  is  an  assertion  utterly  preposterous  and 
false.  ’^Vhatever  else  may  have  been  contemplated  here  or  in  Keiitucky 
in  1783,  or  during  the  succeeding  years  of  exposure,  anxiety,  and  pri- 
vations, down  to  1789,  it  cannot,  with  truth,  be  said  that  these  pioneers, 
for  one  moment,  entertained  the  thought  of  - yielding  up  the  principle  of 
self-government,  the  inherent  right  of  tlie  people  to  rule.  Having  denied 
the  arrogant  pretensions  of  royalty  in  England;  haA’ing  claimed  and  exer- 
cised the  prerogative  of  choosing  their  OAvn  ofliccrs,  enacting  their  own 
laws,  and  imposing  their  own  taxes,  they  never  could  liave  been  made  the 
willing,  or  the  unwillim:’,  subjects  of  such  a government  as  that  of  Spain. 

As  tlie  Avar  for  independence  was  approaching  a happy  and  certain 
triumph,  there  was  manifested  by  France  and  Spain  mucli  anxiety  and 
opposition  to  the  extent  and  the  settlement  of  our  western  boundaries. 
Each  of  these,  our  allies  in  the  war,  had  great  possessions  upon  the  hlis- 
sissippi  and  its  tributary  rivers,  and  they  had  seen  enough  ot‘  the  Ameri- 
can character  and  to  excite  jealousy  and  distrust  of  all  accumu- 

lation of  strength  and  adA'ances  by  these  settlers  west  of  the  mountains. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  the  Creek  Chief,  rdcGillivray.  who  is 
mentioned  in  this  letter  of  Governor  Mero,  and  to  prove  that  the  promises 
in  this  letter  were  made  to  deceive : that  instead  of  advice  or  com- 
mands to  maintain  peaceable  and  friendly  relations  with  these  settlements, 
this  very  chief  of  the  Creeks,  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Cherokecs,  were  in- 
stigated and  aided  ino-obbing  and  murdering  these  settlers.  The  decree 
had  gone  forth,  ‘^Give  them  no  rest.^’ 

England,  France,  and  Spain  con^rred  in  the  treaty  for  American 
Independence,  but  each  commenced  a system  of  annoyance  and  depre- 
dation upon  our  settlements  and  our  commerce,  which,  with  the  first,  led  to 
war,  and,  w'ith  the  two  last,  worked  a forfeiture  of  all  claims  of  gratitude 
for  any  services  rendered  in  the  War  of  Pievolution. 

England  held  possession  of*  forts  which,  by  treaty,  she  should  haA'c  sur- 
rendered, and  incited  and  armed  the  savages  for  massacre  : France,  in 
the  frenzy  of  her  Itovolution,  and  in  the  madness  of  her  “Agi;  <d‘  Boason'' 
and  irreligion,  insulted  us  Avitliin  our  borders,  and,  like  England,  seized 
and  confi.^cated  our  property  upon  the  higli  seas.  Spain,  unchanged  and 
unimproved  in  disposition  and  habit,  continued  her  practices  with  the 
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Indimis.  and  souglit^  by  bribery  and  the  inliibitiori  of  our  inland  com- 
merce, to  absorb  or  anuilnlate  tlie  western  settlements, 

Xo  pent-up  Utica”  was  ever  more  annoyed  than  the  small  settlement 
upon  the  Cumberland.  Its  remote  inland  position  exempted-  it  ifoni 
much  of  the  malign  influence  of  the  emissaries  of  England  and  France, 
but  its  exposure  to  Spanish  and  Indian  jealoinsy  and  hatred  combined, 
was  greater  tbaii  any  otlicr  portion  of  our  country,  Had  -tlie  three  hundred 
pioneers  who  came  to  Cimiherlaiid  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  17S0, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  selected  their  homes  in  the  denseness  of  a 
forest  among  wild  beasts  and  iiostile  savages,  two  to  four  hundred  miles 
from  other  small  settlements  of  civilized  men,  there  to  endure  hardships, 
there  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a groat  State,  the  voyage,  the  enterprise, 
its  men,  measures,  and  the  results,  would  interest  the  historian,  the  orator, 
and  the  poet.  It  was  a great  work  which  these  emigrants  undertook  ; they 
endured  more  than  the  dangers  of  the  sea — they  suffered  a thousand-fold 
more,  than  they  anticipated  ; and  great  and  penetrating  as  may  have 
been  tbeir  gaze  into  the  future,  and  extensive  and  glorious  as  may  have 
been  the  hopes  of  improvement  and  power  to  result  from  what  they  did, 
they  could  not  have  conceived  of  one  ten-thousandth  part  of  what  even 
some  of  their  cliihlreii  now  see  and  enjoy. 

At  the  same  time  that  iMero  was  lavish  in  professions  of  amity,  and 
did  actually  manifest  kindness  and  hospitality  to  visitors  and  traders  from 
these  settlements  to  New  Orleans,  and  spread  w'ide  his  net  with  alluring 
promises  and  invitations,  lie  engaged  his  traders  and  agents  in  exciting 
the  Indians  to  commit  all  sorts  of  depredations  upon  the  settlements,  with 
the  view  of  driving  them  from  their  new  home  upon  the  Cumberland, 
proffering  better  ones  farther  down  on  the  ^Mississippi.  Spain  knew  not 
what  she  did.  She  saw  not  far  into  the  future.  There  was  no  necessity 
to  coax  or  drive  : an  overruling  Providence  had  fxed  this  matter  icisei^. 
^^The  destiny”  of  the  people  of  these  United  States  was  written  like  as 
of  old,  Behold,  the  land  is  before  you : go  ye  in  and  possess  it.” 

The  tide  was  set  in  that  direction,  and  all  the  artifice  and  power  of 
Spain  could  not  arrest  its  onward  progress,  nor  change  these  ‘‘  native  re- 
publicans” into  subjects  of  a distant  monarchy  — these  Protestants  to 
Papists — or  contravene  the  wi.'^er,  better  purposes  of  Heaven. 

Tlie  jealousy  of  the  Spaniards  continued  to  work  : they  kindled  Sres 
in  the  forests  and  prairies  of  the  South;  but  the  prevailing  ‘Ckmorici.n 
winds”  set  so  constantly  in  that  direction,  and  towards  the  west,  that  the 
incendiaries  and  their  agents  were,  ere  long,  themselves  destroyed  or 
forced  to  flee  the  country. 

The  Americans  were  not  slow  to  learn  the  art  of  fighting  fire  with 
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fire;”  and  for  many  years  this  was  made  the  Ycritable  Terra  del  Fiiego’^ 
between  the  x\mericaiis  and  the  Indians,  by  the  instigation  of  the 
Spaniards.  Indians  were  employed  to  fight  Indians.  The  annual  recur- 
rence of  the  smoky  atmosphere  occurring  in  the  months  of  October  and 
November,  known  as  “Indian  Summer,”  was  calculated  to  keep  alive  the 
watchful  care  of  the  settlers.  They  looked  ^Uihroad^’  for  enemies, 
Weighty  cares  devolved  upon  the  Notables  in  this  little  government  on 
the  Cumberland. 

The  Spanish  policy  continued  its.  work,  and  we  shall  have  occasion 
hereafter  to  notice  it  and  its  results. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

1784. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  ycary  Commissioners  again  arrived  from  North 
Carolina  to  survey  and  lay  off  military  bounty-lands.  They  came,  accom- 
panied by  a guard,  as  in  the  previous  visit.  The  records  of  their  pro- 
ceedings show  that,  ill  pursuance  of  the  recjiuest  of  otffcers^  the  point  at 
which  the  surveys  should  begin  ^^upon  the  Kentucky  line’^  had  been 
adopted ; and  now,  being  accompanied  by  their  guard  and  a number  of 
citizens,  they  commenced  at  the  State  line,  and  ^^ran  south  fifty-five  miles 
to  Mount  Fisgah;  then  forming  themselves  into  two  parties,  one  ran  to 
the  Tennessee,  and  the  other  to  the  Caney  Fork.’’  This  is  known  as  the 
^‘Commissioners’,”  in  contradistinction  to  the  “Continental  line.” 

The  Providence  of  God  seemed  that  day  to  say,  in  the  words  of  another 
memorable  occasion:  “Get  thee  up  into  the  top  of  Pisgah,  and  lift  up 
thine  eyes  vs'cstward,  and  northward,  and  southward,  and  eastward,  and 
behold”"*^  the  goodly  land  ! “ Your  wives,  and  your  little  ones,  and  your 

cattle  shall  abide  in  your  cities,  (or  stations,)  until  the  Lord  have  given 
rest  unto  your  bretliren,  as  well  as  unto  you.” 

There  was  an  earnest  searching  through  the  woods  by  all  the  company 
for  choice  places  for  themselves  or  friends,  and  the  lands  east  of  the 
Cumberland  (now  Sumner  county)  were  pronounced  “the  richest  we  have 
yet  seen ; good  for  corn,  wheat,  tobacco,  every  farming  purpose.”  And 
so  they  have  proved  to  be. 

The  Inferior  Court  of  Phas  and  Quarter  Sessions  was  convened  in 
January.  The  four  Justices,  Isaac  Bledsoe,  Samuel  Barton,  Francis 
Prince,  and  Isaac  Liusey,  who  had  organized  the  court  on  sixth  of 
October  in  the  jire'viou.'^  year,  were  now  assisted  by  the  four  others  who 
had  been  comnjis.^ioned  at  the  same  time,  namely,  eJames  B -bertson. 
Thomas  iMolloy,  Anthony  Bledsoe,  and  Daniel  Smith,  and,  being  (pialified, 
proceeded  to  business. 
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To  sliow  tlie  spirit  and  cliaracter  of  this  tribunal,  tbcir  determination 
to  maintain  a good  reputation  and  friendly  intercourse  with  their  neigh- 
bors, we  quote  the  following  from  the  proceedings  at  this  first  session, 
after  being  fully  organized.  We  doubt  not  it  has  reference  to  some 
transactions  of  the  Colbert  party,” 

“January  6th. — On  motion  made  to  court  concerning  allegations  against 
James  Montgomery,  as  an  aider  and  abettor  in  the  treasonable  piratical 
proceedings  carried  on  in  the  Mississippi  against  the  Spaniards,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  that  the  said  Montgomery  be  holdeii  in  security 
in  the  sum  of  £150  for  his  appearance  at  our  next  court,  on  which  Elijah 
llobertsou  and  Stephen  Hay  became  securities  for  his  appearance.”* 

* As  far  as  we  have  been  enabled  to- learn  the  character  of  ‘‘Colbert’s  piratical 
proceedings,”  they  were  a kind  of  “forced  dealing,”  or  levying  of  “black  mail,” 
distinguished  by  a less  or  greater  amount  of  extortion  and  violence,  according  to 
the  respective  forces  of  the  parties.  These  Algerines  arrested  boats  ascending 
and  descending  the  Tennessee  and  Ohio.  They  usually  offered  to  trade,  giving 
buffalo,  bear,  and  deer  skins,  and  peltries  of  various  kinds,  buffalo  tongues  and 
venison  hams,  in  exchange  for  such  articles  as  they  discovered  on  board  the  emi- 
grating or  trading  boats. 

Whiskey,  rum,  taffia,  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  powder  and  lead,  calico,  stroud, 
and  blankets,  beads  and  knives,  guns  and  hatchets,  were  articles  invariably  sought 
for,  purchased,  or  seized  and  taken  away  without  leave  gr  compensation.  In  the 
attempt  to  trade,  it  was  an  easy  process  from  chaffering  to  disputing,  from  angry 
words  to  blows,  from  robbery  to  murder.  It  may  indeed  be  true  that  in  the 
securing  of  such  contributions  “ they  did  not  commit  murder,  nor  deprive  the 
owners  of  all  provision  and  clothing.”  We  must,  however,  entertain  doubts  of 
the  truth  of  such  a statement,  or  discredit  the  success  of  “the  pirates.” 

The  men  who  were  usually  found  at  that  day  upon  the  Western  and  Southern 
waters — and,  indeed,  so  long  as  the  navigation  vzas  conducted  by  pole  and  oar — 
were  generally  of  that  class  which  “neither  feared  God  nor  regarded  man” — a 
rough  and  hardy  set.  Few  of  them,  we  believe,  would  have  submitted  quietly  but 
to  an  overwhelming  force ; and  to  an  equal  one  never  without  resistance. 

Therefore,  we  conclude  that  whatsoever  of  success  the  “Colbert  gang”  attained 
in  the  acquisition  of  property  by  intercepting  boats  upon  these  rivers,  was  rather 
by  artifice  and  barter  than  by  actual  robbery. 

There  is  another  construction  to  be  placed  upon  what  these  early  records  indi- 
cate, and  we  prefer  to  adopt  it.  It  is  that  the  reports  as  made  by  the  Spaniards 
were  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  the  government  of  “ the  Notables”  and  the 
first  Quarter  Sessions  Court  (the  members  of  each  of  which  tribunals  were  the 
same  men  in  person  or  spirit)  were  not  only  opposed  to  all  fraud  and  robbery,  but 
exceedingly  anxious  to  establish  and  perpetuate  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
Spaniards  and  the  savages. 

The  pioneer  settlers  here  and  in  Kentucky  agreed  fully  with  “the  said  Flood” 
and  the  Scripture  when  he  quoted  it,  “Salt  is  good.”  Laborious  and  tedious 
efibrts  were  made  to  boil  down  the  water  of  the  various  sulplmr  licks,  but  to  our 
“ Sulphur  Spring”  in  Nashville  alone  have  we  found  the  expressive  and  distin- 
guishing terms,  “the  Salt  Works,”  applied. 
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We  believe  the  records  do  not  show  that  ^Montgomery  ‘^appoftred  and 
stood  his  trial/’"  hut  jk'l,  or  kept  dar/c’  for  a time.  Reports  wtre  in 
circulation  to  the  prejudice  of  another  person  as  having  been  concerned 
in  these  transactions,  lie  denied  the  soft  impeacliineny  procured  a 
number  of  ‘Metters  from  Virginia,  which  being  read  and  considered  by 
the  Court/"  the  opinion  is  given  that  such  reports  ought  not  to  be  credited^ 
and  that  lie  should  be  allowed  to  settle  and  '^become  a good  citizen.’^ 

Upon  these  early  records  there  are  many  orders,  rules,  and  proeeediners 
which  clearly  evince  the  upright  principles,  the  independent  character  and 
resolution  of  the  Court  to  prevent  or  punish  vice,  maintain  order,  and 
advance  the  good  reputatioii  and  improvement  of  the  country. 

At  this  court  a person  is  jircsented  for  disregarding  the  law  authorizing 
and  recj Hiring  the  marriage  relation,  and  the  court  imposed  the *  *'£ue  of 
twenty-five  shillings,  upon  each  of  them,'"  under  the 

ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  Act  of  March,  1741,  ‘‘For  the  better 
observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality."'^ 

All  officers  were  required  not  only  to  take  the  “oath  of  office,”  but  the 
“oath  of  abjuration,  and  subscribe  the  Test.""  These  oaths  were  admin- 
istered  to 

Anthony  Bledsoe,  1st  Colonel. 

Isaac  Bledsoe,  1st  .^lajor. 

Samuel  Barton,  2d  IMajor, 

Kettles  of  various  shapes  and  sizes  were  brought  from  the  Ilolston  settlements, 
and  a furnace  was  erecte<l  in  tlio  low  grounds  near  these  favorite  waters.  Lardner 
Clark,  merchant,  and  J.  C.  Mountfiorence,  gentleman,  originated  this  experiment. 
In  June,  1700,  they  leased  tliese  ••Salt  Works”  to  a most  worthy  man.  Captain 
Anthony  Hart.  By  it  Captain  Hart  promised  “the  full  quantify  of  six  hundred 
pounds’  weight  of  good  dry  salt  for  four  weeks’  use  of  the  works,  provided  that  if 
furnaces  burn  down  or  the  arche.s  break,”  he  was  not  to  pay  or  deliver  that  full 
quantity. 

He  certainly  made  salt  there,  or  obtained  it  elsewhere,  for  on  the  27th  of  the 
month  the  contract  is  “credited  by  150  pounds  for  the  rent  of  the  kettles  the  hrsc 
week;”  other  quantities  are  endorse<l  as  credits  upon  the  lease. 

l\Iounttiorence,  we  believe,  was  here  in  the  years  1788,  1780,  and  1700,  dealing 

*in  lands,  lots,  and  peltries,  giving  entertainments,  and  practicing  law. 

Among  other  old  scraps  of  paper  in  the  historical  collection,  is  one  of  which 
we  here  give  a copy : 

“Dear  Sir: — Please  to  account  with  Captain  Anthony  Hart  for  the  little  venture 
of  3wan  skins  whicli  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  take  down  to  the  Natchez  for  me. 

“Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“J.  C.  Mouxtflobexce. 

“Anurew  Jackson,  E'^q.” 

* The  reply  of  Evan  S.  was,  “There  is  so  much  danger  from  Indians,  it  is  no 
wonder  people  are  afraid  to  sleep  alone.” 
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' Casper  31ansker,  1st  Captain. 

George  FrcelanJ,  2d 

John  Guchaimn,  3d 

James  Ford,  4th 

Yvdiliam  Ramsej,  Jonathan  Drake,  Ambrose  Maulding,  and  Peter 
Sides,  Lieutenants. 

'William  Collins  and  Elmore  Douglas,  Ensigns. 

Daniel  Smith  was  appointed  Surveyor. 

The  residence  of  nearly  every  one  of  these  persons  is  easily  recognized 
at  the  present  day. 

T’he  April  term  of  the  court  was  opened'  at  the  house  where  Jonathan 
Drake  lately  lived,  and  adjourned  to  meet  immediately  in  the  house  in 
Nashborough  where  Israel  Harman  lately  lived. 

Dy  Acts  of  the  Asseinbl}’  of  Xorth  Carolina  passed  in  April  and  May, 
a town  was  established  at  the  Bluff  to  be  called  A'ashriUe,  in  memory  of 
the  brave  and  patriotic  Colonel  JAash,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Germantown.* 

The  Commissioners  for  the  town  of  Nashville  were  directed  to  lay  off" 


* Francis  Nash  was  early  engaged  in  resistance  to  acts  of  tyranny  in  North 
Carolina.  In  the  year  1771,  he  was  a Captain  in  the  hand  of  Regulators,  or  the 
‘•Regulation  War.”  By  the' Congress  of  North  Carolina  he  was  appointed  on  24ih 
August,  1775,  as  one  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a plan  for  the  rcgulafion,  peace, 
order,  and  safety  of  the  province.  Governor  Martin  having  tied  from  his  costly 
palace,  had  taken  refuge  on  board  an  armed  vessel,  whence  he  was  issiung  his 
angry  and  inflammatory  orders,  insulting  to  the  people,  and  by  them  generally 
despised.  The  province  was  thus  deserted  of  its  chief  magistrate.  Upon  this 
Committee  consequently  devolved  the  duty  of  proposing  a system  of  government 
whicli  should  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  This  Committee  app'flnted  sub- 
committees throughout  the  province,  whose  duties  were  to  watch  the  acts  of  all 
the  agents  and  emissaries  of  the  ‘’refugee  Governor,”  and  all  persons  of  whose 
attachment  to  the  rights  of  the  people  there  were  doubts  and  distrust.  This  Com- 
mittee determined  the  qualifications  of  electors,  and  exercised  “every  other  civil 
power  necessary  in  order  to  relieve  the  province  in  the  present  unhappy  state  to 
which  the  administration  had  reduced  it.” 

On  the  1st  September,  1775,  the  Congress  of  North  Carolina  conferred  the  r.ank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  upon  Mr.  Nash,  in  the  First  regiment  of  the  Continental 
Line.  At  the  battle  of  Germantown  he  commanded  as  Brigadier-General,  and,  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade,  fell,  bravely  fighting  for  imlependence. 

Davidson  and  Nash  were  from  the  same  State,  hell  the  same  rank,  both  fell  in 
engagements  that  were  unsuccessful  t«)  tlie  American  arms,  but  in  a cause  dear  to 
all  freemen  and  patriots,  and  whicli,  finally,  had  a most  glorious  triumph.  Their 
names  are  worthily  associated  in  the  metropolitan  county  and  metropolis  of 
Tennessee. 
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two  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  Bluff,  (near  to,  but  not  to  include,  the 
French  Lick,)  in  lots  of  one  acre  each,  with  convenient  streets,  lo.ncs,  and 
allej/s ; reserving  four  acres  for  the  purpose  of  public  buildings.  A 
provision  was  made  to  allot  to  citizen  subscribers  such  number  as  they 
should  draw’,  for  which  they  were  to  receive  deeds ; in  which  deeds  there 
should  be  inserted  the  condition,  that  within  three  years  the  grantees 
should  make  certain  specified  improvements  upon  their  lot  or  lots. 

Samuel  Barton,  Thomas  31olloy,  and  James  Shaw' were  the  Birectors 
and  Trustees”  appointed  in  the  Act,  and  deeds  executed  by  them  are 
among  the  first  titles  recorded  in  Davidson  county.  They  recite  the 
^•consideration, /oiir  j^ounds,  lawful  money,  and  the  proviso  and  condition 
that  the  purchaser  should  build  or  finisli  within  three  years  on  the  lot, 
one  well-framed,  log,  brick,  or  stone  house,  sixteen  feet  square  at  least, 
eight  feet  clear  in  thepiVcA.” 

Talk  about  “a  lodge  in  the  wilderness  I”  Boast  of  architectural 
beauty  ! Inc|uire  for  the  spacious  mansions  of  the  first  citizens  ! Here 
are  buildings  erected  sccundcm  artcni  et  legales.  Sixteen  feet  square^ 
with  eight  feet  pitch!  Only  two  feet  less  than  the  Court-house  and  Jail; 
and  “AVho  needs  more  room?”  wnis  the  contented  exclamation  of  several 
of  the  mothers  who  came  round  in  the  ^Lkdventure.” 

The  deeds  executed  by  these  Directors  and  Trustees  bear  date  8th 
April,  1785,  generally,  but  it  is  probable  that  few  if  any  were  executed 
earlier  than  the  dates  of  their  acknowledgment  and  record  in  1788.* 

It  is  due  to  our  honorable  Justices  and  to  a fair  exhibition  of  society 
in  that  day,  (in  wTiich  were  the  very  elements  in  existence  ^nd  operative 
throughout  human  society  the  world  over,)  that  we  make  further  refer- 
ence to  some  of  their  proceedings  to  enforce  an  observance  of  the  dudes 
of  religion  and  of  all  the  proprieties  of  life.  Under  the  old  act  of  1741, 
already  referred  to,  this  Court  repeatedly  entered  prompt  proceedings 
against  offenders.  The  evidence  or  testimony  is  usually  made  part  of 
the  record.  The  preamble  to  the  act  recites  that,  “IVhereas,  in  well- 
regulated  governments,  efiectual  care  is  always  taken  that  the  day  set 
apart  for  public  worship  be  observed  and  kept  holy,”  “all  persons  are 
enjoined  carefully  to  apply  themselves  to  the  duties  of  religion  and  piety 
— to  abstain  from  labor  in  ordinary  callings.  All  violations  to  be 
punished  by  fine  of  10s.  proclamation  money.” 


* 1801.  The  town  was  placed  under  an  Intendant  and  six  Commissioners. 

1804.  The  population  was  four  hundred. 

1800.  Town  incorporated,  Mayor  and  six  Aldermen.  Joseph  Coleman,  first 
Mayor. 
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Profane  swearing,  intemperance,  lewciness,  and  other  vices  and  im- 
proprieties, also  to  be  punished.  And  the  breaches  of  this  law  were  as 
promptly  punished  in  1784  as  they  are  in  1858 — though  they  had  hut 
^^the  stocks,  the  chunk  of  a jail,  and  the  sham  of  a Court-house  eighteen 
feet  square. Pavid  Wallace  was  imprisoned  and  held  to  bail  to  answer 
at  the  next  term  of  the  Court  for  ahusimj  an  Indian. 

There  was  another  act  under  which  some  fines  were  imposed.  The 
character  of  the  ofienders  and  offence  may  be  understood  from  this  pre- 
amble: ^AYhereas,  wicked  men,  too  lazy  to  get  their  living  by  honest 
labor,  ....  make  it  their  business  to  ride  in  the  woods  and  steal 
cattle  and  hogs,  alter  and  defiice  marks  and  brands,’^  etc.  When  con- 
victed, as  some  were,  they  were 

“ ‘Fined  and  confined,’ 

And  scorched  with  a brand 
In  the  left  hand, 

As  you  may  see, 

With  big  letter  T.” 

A fen'y  was  established,  by  order  of  Court,  across  the  Cumberland 
River,  at  a point  jbove  the  mouth  of  Sulphur  Lick  Branch.  The  de- 
scription of  boats  mentioned  in  the  statutes  and  licenses  were  ferry-flats, 
canoes,  and  pettiaguas  or  perogues.  As  emigration  increased  and  trade 
and  travel  through  the  land  advanced,  ferries  were  very  profitable.  It 
may  be  seen  that  Greneral  Robertson  and  Colonel  Weakley,  and  other 
men  of  distinction,  owned  or  lea.sed  ferries,  and  had  their  ferry-house 
and  ferry-boats.  The  Court  fixed  the  rates  of  fei;riage ; and  in  this  year 
directed  two  or  three  roads  to  be  opened. 

There  is  one  other  matter  of  general  history  to  which  it  is  proper  here 
to  refer,  as  there  was  some  feeling  apropos  to  Tories,  fierce  and  re- 
vengefuL’^  We  have  rehearsed  the  measures  which  were  adoptc<l  by  the 
government  of  the  Notables  to  enforce  the  taking  of  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  abjuration.  But  as  some  of  the  old  Tories  became  rather  impudent 
and  arrogant,  even  seehinj  for  offices,  it  was  “Enacted,  that  such  persons 
shall  hold  no  office  or  consent  to  he  candidates  for  office  I Penalty  £50. 

“Owing  to  previous  hasty  and  imperfect  legislation,  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance and  abjuration  needs  to  be  changed;”  it  is  now  required  of  all 
persons  to  “take  the  oath  oi  fidelity  to  the  Independent  State  of  North 
Carolina;”  and  “'to  reveal  to  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  all 
treasons  and  treasonable  conspiracies,”  etc. 

Tho  penalty  upon  Tories  for  holding  office  was  soon  hereafter  in- 
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creased  to  £500,  These  penalties  and  disabilities  were  only  slowly  and 
reluctantly  removed  after  the  t'^tate  of  Tennessee  bad  been  establislicd. 

Some  of  these  Tories  came  at  various  times  into  the  Cumberland 
settlements,  but  being  “'spotted/'  viewed  with  some  dislike,  and  finding 
doubtful  “rest  for  the  sole  of  their  foot  or  the  soul  within  them/’  they 
“passed  on  to  the  land  of  the  heathen  and  the  rivers  thereof/’’  Some 
seemed  almost  compelled  to  become  Islimaelites,  “their  hands  against 
every  man  and  every  man/s  liand  against  them." 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  this  year,  there  came  various  reports  to 
these  settlements  as  to  outrages  committed  by  “■Colbert  and  his  sraug  of 
pirates."  Several  barges  passing  to  and  from  Orleans  and  St.  Louis  with 
goods  had  been  robbed,  and  as  some  of  the  participators  in  these  acts 
were  believed  to  have  been,  at  least  for  a time,  in  the  Cumberlanil  settle- 
ments, and  might  possibly  implicate  innocent  persons  and  create  distrust 
and  prejudice  against  these  stationers,  it  wms  deemed  advisable  to  pro- 
tect their  reputation.  Upon  consultalion  it  was  thought  proper  for 
Colonel  llobertson  to  adilress  the  Commandant  at  St.  Louis,  exculpating 
the  stationers  from  all  participation  wuth  or  countenance  of  any  of  thc^se 
“pirates  and  brigands,"  a.s  they  were  termed.  (See  Chap,  ix.,  “Further 
Proceedings,"  etc.) 

Colonel  llobertson  wTote  a very  suitable  letter  to  Mr.  Francis  Cruzat, 
of  St.  Louis,  in  compliance  with  this  wish  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which 
was  forwarded  by  “express  canoe."  To  this  letter  Colonel  Robertson 
received  a very  friendly  rejdy,  dated  “4th  Nov.,  1785,"  in  French.  As 
it  is  interesting,  and  furnishes  the  only  information  as  to  the  character  of 
Colonel  Robertson’s  letter,  to  which  it  is  in  answer,  we  give  below  the 
translation.* 


* Sir  : 

I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  j'our  letter  by  which  you  convince  me  of  the 
pain  you  experience  from  the  Iiostility  and  robberies  which  Colbert  and  his  people 
have  committed  upon  the  Spaniards  on  the  Mississippi;  and  that  you  were  in 
possession  of  certain  pro<u's  by  which  the  slaves  and  other  property  could  be 
identified,  an<l  that  you  would  endeavor,  if  possilde,  to  have  them  returned,  and 
that  you  would  seize  them  as  property  justly  to  be  restore<l  to  your  allies.  Such 
a proceeding  on  your  part,  so  analogous  to  the  just  idea  which  the  Spaniards  have 
always  had  of  the  equity  of  the  American  Slates,  proves  to  me,  sir,  that  not  only 
the  people  of  Cumberland  have  iu>i  cooperated  with  those  brigands,  bur  tliat  they 
are  very  sensible  to  all  that  humanity  has  suffered  from  the  evils  which  we  have 
sustained  from  those  vagabonds. 

In  consequence,  1 thank  you,  .sir,  for  tlie  information  which  you  have  had  the 
complaisance  to  give  me,  that  two  negroes — the  one  taken  at  Mattattok  .and  the 
other  on  the  Arkansas — are  with  the  Chiokasaws  in  the  hands  of  whites;  and 
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This  correspondence  will  remind  the  reader  of  tlie  similar  one  com- 
menced by  3Ir.  Molloy  in  the  previous  year,  which  he  reported  to  the 
Notables,  and  received  their  high  sanction.  Colonel  Hobertson  had 
already  secured  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  some  of  the  Chickasaw 
chiefs  and  warriors,  therefore  could  he  give  assurance  that  his  efibrts  to 
recover  from  persons  in  that  nation  property  which  had  been  stolen  and 
secreted  there  would  not  be  ineffectual. 

When  he  received  the  letter  from  31ons.  Cruzat,  he  was  on  the  eve  of 
starting  on  the  long  journey  to  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina^  but 
before  his  departure  he  engaged  some  persons  to  make  inquiry  about  the 
negroes  which  were  said  to  have  been  stolen  by  Colbert's  gang,^^  or  such 
as  W'cre  reported  to  be  in  possession  of  white  men  who  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  Chickasaw  nation. 

The  journey  to  the  scat  of  government  and  return  to  the  settlements — 
in  all  not  less  than  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  miles — together  with 
attention  to  public  business  before  the  Assembly,  must  have  occupied 
several  weeks.  He  returned  home  near  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was 
again  busily  engaged  in  attention  to  the  interests  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  the  adjustment  of  his  private  affairs,  that  he  might  be  ready  to  re- 
cross  the  mountains  as  a representative  to  the  next  Assembly ; for  he  was 
reelected  for  the  year  1785.  The  business  of  friends  was  also  greatly 
accumulating  on  his  hands.  Many  were  the  inquiries  which  were  made 
of  him  as  to  the  lands  in  this  ^‘  far-off  wilderness,'^  and  ‘Hhe  danger  from 
the  Indians." 

One  of  the  earliest  measures  to  which  Colonel  Robertson  gave  atten- 


that  if  you  knew  their  masters,  you  would  undertake  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
Indians.  But  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  procure  for  you  the  proof,  because 
Colbert  and  his  people  are  scattered  into  several  bands,  and  are  carrying  on  a war 
by  robbery  and  pillage  everywhere;  and  has  so  large  a number  of  persons,  that, 
the  verification  of  the  property  would  multiply  contest  between  those  who  have 
been  the  victims  of  his  rascalities. 

Very  grateful,  sir,  for  the  thanks  which  you  and  the  people  of  Cumberland 
present  to  me,  for  my  reply  to  the  Indians  who  had  come  to  ask  of  us  laud  where- 
on to  settle;  I assure  you,  sir,  as  in  this  occasion  so  in  all  others,  we  act  so  as  to 
maintain  the  friendship,  the  union,  the  good  correspondence  established  between 
our  two  nations;  that  we  shall  listen  to  no  plans  which  would  injure  my  honor, 
my  duty,  or  the  pacific  intentions  of  my  sovereign.  And  if  in  tlie  country  tinder 
my  command  [ can  be  useful  to  yoti  ami  to  those  who  may  merit  your  recommend- 
ation, I declare  to  you  that  I shall  exert  myself  to  convince  you  of  the  gratitude 
and  higli  consideration  in  which  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  bumble 
and  very  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Cruzat. 

St.  Loui^  in  Illinoi.<«,  4tli  Nov.,  1784. 
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tion  in  the  Assembly,  was  to  have  an  Act  passed  providing  for  the  cases 
of  minors  and  other  persons  who  had  failed  to  obtain  from  the  Conmiis- 
sioners,  in  1783,  certificates  of  their  preemption  rights.  This  was  one  of 
the  duties  enjoined  upon  him,  “being  elected  thereto  by  the  people’’  in 
the  spring  of  1783.  Events  which  occurred  after  the  Act  in  favor  of 
preemption  rights  in  1782,  naturally  formed  preemptioners  into  classes 
more  or  less  meritorious.  Some  had  gone  off  when  the^  public  distress 
was  very  great  and  disheartening,  and  lived  for  a time  at  stations  in 
Kentucky ; some  had  remained  and  defended  the  country  through  all 
perils  and  sufferings ; others  had  done  the  same,  but  were  minors  and 
not  included  in  the  Act  of  1782  ; and  yet  others  had  come  to  the  stations 
subsequently  to  June  1st,  1780,  had  remained  and  bravely  assistc*^!  in 
defending  the  settlements;  some  were  killed  and  had  left  widows  and 
young  children.  These  were  classifications. 

This  Act  of  1781:  left  persons  of  the  first  description  to  claim  their 
preemption,  but  to  pay  the  price  required  in  the  Acts  of  1782  and  1783. 
Those  who  had  remained  to  preserve  possession  of  the  country  in  despite 
of  all  hardships,  and  were  yet  living,  were  to  have  their  lands  without 
any  price  to  be  paid  to  the  State.  These  the  Act  particularly  names. 
Colonel  Ilobertson  furnished  this  list  to  be  inserted  in  the  Act,  placing 
. his  own  name  laat.  Cicero  sa\"s,  “ Modesty  is  the  science  of  decorum  as 
to  time  and  place  of  action:”  “Modestia  scientia  est  opportunitatis 
idoneonim  ad  aliquid  agendum,  temporum.” 

Although  Colonel  Ilobertson  had  no  knowledge  of  the  classics,”  no 
acquaintance  with  the  Latins,  he  was  a “born-gentleman,”  and  always 
knew  how,  and  never  fiiled,  to  conduct  himself  comme  il  faut.  Old 
Monsieur  De  Monbreun  used  to  say  of  Colonel  Ilobertson,  “ He  alway 
know  savoir  faire,  vat  to  do,  and  he  do  him.” 

In  this  catalogue  of  steadfast,  worthy  men  mentioned  in  the  Act, 
Ilobertson  fulfils  the  scripture,  “'The  first  shall  be  last,”  but  in  this 
position  he  is  dignified  and  honored.  At  the  same  time  that  he  is  “ the 
chiefest  citizen,”  he  is  the  servant  of  all — the  honored  representative,  but 
their  obedient  agent. 

There  were  seventy  persons  entitled  to  be  placed  in  the  first  class. 
Then  the  Act  provides  for  sixty-four  who  had  been  killed,  giving  to  their 
heirs  lands,  as  to  those  who  had  survived.  The  quantity  of  land  given 
to  each  of  these  was  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  one  mile  square,  or 
in  such  form  as  to  include  their  improvements,  if  they  had  made  any. 
Then  the  other  cases  are  providi.‘d  for  to  the  number  of  nineteen ; amoni: 
these  last  were  llobert  Thompson  and  Sampson  Williams.  Lest  it  should 
bo  infeiTcd  that  there  were  but  seventy  persons  who  remained  here 
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through  all  the  dangers  and  privations,  we  must  state  that  there  were  a 
few,  and  hut  a few,  who,  having  made  their  entries  and  paid  the  speciiied 
price  for  their  lands,  were  therefore  not  named  in  the  Acts.* 

Another  matter  to  which  Colonel  Bobertson  was  requested  to  give 
attention,  and  in  which  he  was  successful,  was  to  have  a Land  Ofoce 
opened  in  the  district.  The  business  of  entering  and  surveying  lands 
commenced  in  earnest.  Emigrants  were  arriving;  the  sound  of  thr? 
woodsman’s  axe  was  heard  from  many  places  in  the  forests ; log-cabins 
and  worm  fences  were  to  be  seen  in  all  directions ; the  noble  forest  trees 
were  girdled’^  or  cut  down;  men,  women,  and  children  were  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  burning  of  the  brush,’'  clearing  ofl'  the  ground,  and  open- 
ing the  virgin  soil  for  the  various  seeds  and  grain,  from  which  they 
confidently  anticipated  an  abundant  harvest,  to  be  gathered  in  the  joy 
and  quiet  of  autumn. 

The  toil-worn  stationers  indeed  thought  their  brighter  day  had 
dawned that,  at  length,  they  would  enjoy  peace  and  plenty. 

But,  alas,  it  was  not  so.  It  was  not  so  “written  in  the  book  of  fate.*’ 
“Through  much  tribulation,"  was  the  frequent  quotation  of  ITrs,  Bo- 
bertson  and  Mi’s.  Cartwright. 

“The  said  Hood"  always  availed  himself  of  such  an  occasion  or  re- 
mark by  others,  and  especially  when  furnished  by  the  good  old  ladies,  to 
repeat  the  same  scripture  or  quote  a passage  of  similar  import.  But  he 
did  this  with  such  a tone  and  manner,  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
whether  he  was  really  reverential  or  in  jest. 

He  was,  however,  a great  favorite  with  the  women  and  children.  He 
had  the  “ science"  of  being  always  present  to  respond  to  a call  Ibr  a bucket 
of  water  from  the  spring,  a turn  of  wood,  a call  or  hunt  for  the  children. 
In  these  services  he  made  himself  useful,  and  would  not  suffer  the  child- 
ren to  quarrel  and  fight. 

As  far  as  we  have  ever  read  or  heard,  "William  Hood  was  the  only  man 
who  ever  saved  his  life  by  the  artifice  to  which  he  resorted — designedly 
acting  in  imitation  of  that  remarkable  animal,  the  O2)ossu7n. 

That  he  did  this,  and  quite  successfully,  we  have  elsewhere  shown. 
He  asserted  it  at  the  time,  always  persisted  in  the  assertion,  and  was  a 
man  of  such  strange  peculiarities  and  endurance,  that  his  assertion  was 
never  doubted  by  those  who  knew  him  and  witnessed  his  recovery. 

Could  the  fugitives  who  had  returned,  or  the  recently  arrived  settlers, 


* Some  of  those  who  had  thus  secured  an  inchoate  right  to  land,  retired  for  a 
season,  and  when  the  wars  were  ended  or  dangers  diminished,  returned  and  per- 
fected their  titles  by  settlement. 
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have  been  enabled  to  lift  up  the  veil  of  the  future,  we  doubt  much  if 
they  would  have  all  now  been  hero.  They  could  not  see  the  gathering 
clouds,  nor  hear  the  nmtiering  thunders. 

It  is  certain  that  the  expectation  was  that  the  settlers  would  seldom 
be  annoyed  by  the  Indians,  and  that  it  wicked  men  from  their  own  people, 
or  who  had  gone  hence,  did  not  provoke  the  Indian  tribes,  peace  would  be 
preserved.  At  this  day  there  seemed  to  be  no  very  great  apprehension 
of  evil  to  result  to  these  stationers  from  the  jealousy  or  sinister  aims  of 
England  or  France,  or  even  Spain.  The  pages  in  the  ‘-black  book’'  of 
diplomacy  were  closed — had  not  yet  been  opened  3 the  letters  which 
spelled  out  the  deep  designs  were  not  yet  legible.  The  letters  were 
there — traced  in  invisible  ink,  which  exposure  to  the  f.re  would  bring  out 
in  distinctness. 

As  these  cheering  prospects  were  brightening  and  numbers  increasing, 
there  passed  light  clouds  across  the  horizon. 

The  Spaniards  manifested  jealousy,  sullenness,  and  opposition.  They 
set  up  a claim  to  territory  far  to  the  north  of  any  line  which  had  hitherto 
. been  urged  by  them.  They  knew  that  the  American  Confederacy  was 
not  wholly  approved,  not  working  in  harmony  and  advantageously,  or  giv- 
ing satisfaction. 

We  were  tlien  in  the  childhood  of  independence.  The  Spaniards  had 
not  heartily  rejoiced  at  our  freedom  and  independence.  They  did  not 
like  the  union  of  tlie  States ; and  least  of  all  wore  they  gratified  to  see 
the,  ^migration  into  tbese  western  wilds.  As  the  tide  rose  over  the  moun- 
tain-tops and  swept  down  from  the  head-waters  all  along  and  upon  the 
shores  of  the  beautiful  rivers  which  empty  from  the  south  and  east  into 
the  “Father  of  Waters,”  they  could  not  conceal  their  anxiety  or  suppress 
their  murmurs.  They  pretended  great  concern  for  the  poor  Indians  I 

If  they  could  not  roll  back  these  w'aves,  they  determined  to  impede 
and  disturb  their  onward  How  ; they  should  not  sw'eep  o’er  all  the  valleys. 

The  settlements  were  extending  and  strengthening  much  more  east  of 
the  mountains,  upon  the  Tennessee  and  Holston,  south  of  the  Nollachuka 
and  upon  French  Eroad,  than  upon  the  Cumberland;  but  as  some  of 
these  advances  were  into  Indian  territory — or  territory  which  they  now 
denied  having  yielded  by  jiroper  treatie.s — there  was  an  increasing  irrita- 
bility among  them,  wrought  up  and  made  use  of  evidently  by  more  de- 
signing parties  than  savaues. 

This  fact,  should  be  borne  in  mind  throughout  the  history  of  early  set- 
tlements upon  the  Cumberland,  that  the  Indians  who  attempted  the 
destruction  of  the  Americans  hero  were  living  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  had  no  right  to  treat  with  any 
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foreign  power,  nor  coiilcl  any  foreign  goyernnient  treat  with  them,  or 
claim  a protectorate  right  and  oMigation  over  them  j and  to  instigate 
them  to  war  upon  any  of  our  population  was  an  offence — casus  belU — which 
would  have  justified  an  open  declaration  of  hostilities  by  the  Confederacy 
or  the  Union  against  the  prime  instigators.  It  would  not  be  endured  at 
the  present  day.  England,  France,  and  Spain  had  recognized  the  bound- 
aries of  the  United  States;  and  for  either  of  them  to  instigate  the  In- 
dians to  war,  or  to  furnish  the  incentives  and  weapons  for  such  a purpose, 
was  a breach  of  good  faith,  a violation  of  international  comity. 

Clearly  did  Spain  thus  act  toward  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  more 
covertly,  but  no  less  vdckedly,  did  she  excite  and  aid  in  hostile  measures 
against  the  small  estates  on  CumberlamU’^ 

The  treaty  made  at  Pensacola,  June  1,  1784,  between  the  three  Span- 
ish Governors  and  McGillivray,  the  influential  Creek  Chief,  was  an 
implied  agreement  to  drive  off  the  settlers  upon  the  Cumberland,  or  to 
destroy  them  utterly”  (This  wish  and  purpose  were  subsequently  avowed 
in  correspondence  between  the  parties.) 

The  compact  at  Pensacola  was  only  the  initiatice  of  many  other  crafty 
measures  developed  in  future  years.  We  shall  have  many  occasions  to 
refer  to  Spanish  intrigues,  agents,  and  instruments,  and  to  speak  of  the 
deeds  and  character  of  the  chief  of  the  Creeks. 

The  persistence  of  Spain  in  some  of  her  pretensions  and  practices  was 
somewhat  instigated  and  sustained  by  France,  whose  influence  was  weighty 
in  this  country  at  that  day  and  for  many  years  thereafter.  In  deference 
to  the  views  and  solicitations  of  this  our  early  and  recognized  ally,  our 
government  did  lend  a listening  car  to  the  pretences,  the  excuses,  and 
arguments  of  Spain,  and  judged  not  hastily  or  harshly  of  the  conduct  of 
many  of  her  offending  officers. 

The  administration  of  Washington  saw  that  without  some  concession, 
flattering  to  the  vanity  of  Spain,  the  Indian  wars  would  be  continued, 
and  a happy  conclusion  to  the  negotiations  as  to  ‘^navigation  and  bound- 
aries’^ would  be  interminably  delayed. 

The  policy  of  our  government  wa.s,  in  truth,  wise  and  best;  but  re- 
quired a great  amount  of  forbearance.  By  temporarily  ykldimj^  -ure 
gained  cdl. 

The  relinquishment  or  retrocession  of  extensive  tracts  of  country  to 
the  Indians,  which  they  had  by  repeated  treaties  granted,  and  on  wliich 
many  American  families  had  settle<l,  may  have  gratified  the  haughty  dans, 
but  did  not  wholly  terminate  their  mischief-making  nor  fill  to  surfeiting 
the  appetites  of  the  savages.  In  some  respects  this  concession  seems  to 
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tave  encouraged  the  arrogance  and  hopes  of  all^  and  the  craft  and  hos- 
tility of  Creeks  and  Cherokees. 

The  result  certainly  was  oppressive  and  distressing  to  the  American 
settlers.  They  complained,  they  chafed,  and  they — resisted.  Although 
the  settlers  east  of  the  mountains  w'ere  annoyed,  and  many  more  of  them 
driven  ftom  their  first  settlements  by  their  own  government  than  by  the 
Indians^  and  consequently  their  losses  and  sufferings  were  not  inconsid- 
erable or  murmurs  inaudible,  yet  nowhere  was  the  Indian  and  Spanish 
opposition  so  fiercely  wagi'd,  or  so  protracted,  as  against  the  ^‘Eobertson 
settlement  on  Cumberland.” 

The  conduct  of  ‘'^Colbert  and  his  gang”  greatly  aggravated  the  perils 
of  these  settlements.  It  required  constant  w'atchfulness  and  remon- 
strance and  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  JShotahles  and  of  their  succes- 
sors, to  avoid  being  implicated  in  the  ‘^piratical  proceedings”  upon' the 
Mississippi  and  Tennessee  rivers : although  it  certainly  is  true  that  this 
^^gang”  seldom  made  any  discrimination  between  Americans,  French,  or 
Spaniards;  they  robbed  for  the  property,  and  cared  little  who  might  be 
the  owners  and  the  sufferers. 

Colbert  had  associated  with  him  some  men  of  very  questionable  char- 
acter— men  who  had  fled  from  the  now  independent  States.  The  Ameri- 
cans, as  yet,  had  no  commerce  upon  these  waters;  and  the  jealous  and 
exclusive  spirit  which  the  Spaniards  subsequently  manifested  toward  the 
American  claim  to  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  would  justify  the  sus- 
picion or  apprehension  then  entertained,  that  even  if  the  stationers  had 
articles  which  they  would  ship  upon  these  waters,  their  property  might 
not  be  more  exposed  to  pillage  by  “Colbert  and  his  people,”  than  to  con- 
fiscation by  Gayoso  and  his. 

But  as  “ it  was  reported  ” that  they  had  seized  some  Spanish  property, 
and  the  Spaniards  identified  some  of  the  “gang”  as  having  been  among 
the  settlors  on  Cumberland,  and  complained  grievously  against  these 
“Virginians,”  the  “ liead-men,”  constituting  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
tices, resolved  that  Colonel  Robertson  should  address  the  Spanish  Com- 
mandant at  Lance  de  Grace,  (the  first  Spanish  post  on  the  Mississippi 
below  the  mouth  of  Tennessee.) 

Col.  Robertson,  in  October,  wrote  to  Mr.  Ported,  the  said  commandant, 
assuring  him  that  the  settlers  on  Cumberland  had  no  participation  in  any 
of  these  acts,  nor  in  any  to  tlie  injury  of  Spaniards  or  other  people;  and 
that  if  any  stolen  property  which  these  freebooters  had  taken  to  the 
Chickasaw  country  could  be  identified,  he  would  pledge  himself  it  should 
be  restored. 
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Such  an  ofler  shows  us  clearly  that  Colonel  llohertson  had  great  confi- 
dence in  his  influence  with  the  Chickasaw  nation,  or  in  tlie  integrity  and 
friendship  of  their  chiefs.  His  great  reliance  was  upon  Piomingo,  the 
Mountain  Leader,  and  his  party,  with  whom  he  had  repeatedly  held  con- 
ferences about  matters  which  concerned  the  peace  of  that  nation  and  of 
these  settlements.  • 

Such  was  the  condition  of  foreign  negotiations,^^  or  affairs,  between 
the  Cumberland  colony  and  the  Spaniards.  This  little  confederacy  of 
the  stations  occupied  a position  of  importance,  and  consulted  and  corre- 
sponded about  affairs  of  moment  in  that  day,  the  issues  of  which  have 
afiected  most  advantageously  a territory  more  extensive  tlian  all  that  is 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  England,  France,  and  Spain  in  Europe. 
That  the  ••  shores  of  the  Facific  would  be  reached  by  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can,^' was  a dream  of  that  day — a glorious  reality  in  ours ; and  the  decla- 
ration of  some  of  these  bold  emigrants,  ‘AYe  are  on  our  moving  (wind- 
ing) way  across  the  contine-iif’’  is  prophecy  fulfilled.  The  movement  was 
‘^forwardy^  steadily  onward,  from  station  to  station.  There  has  been 
no  yielding,  no  return  tide,  no  step  backward. 

But  in  the  story  of  these  stations  may  be  read  the  character  of 
American  pioneers,  their  indomitable  courage  and  endurance,  and  unsur- 
passed exposure  and  afiiictions.  Let  us  now,  to  close  up  the  records  of 
this  year  among  these  stationers,  see  what  was  done  and  suftered  here. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Indians  made  incursions  into  the  settlements, 
and  killed  and  plundered  as  they  found  opportunity  and  subjects.  In  the 
spring  they  had  a desperate  fight  with  Nicholas  Trammel  and  Philip 
Mason,  whose  names  are  in  the  Act  of  1784,  entitling  them  to  land. 
These  were  good  hunters,  brave  men,  and  had  passed  through  all  the 
perils  and  sufferings  of  previous  years,  to  lose  their  lives  in  this. 

Judge  Haywood  makes  use  of  many  expletives  to  fill  out  his  account 
of  this  ‘^battle  on  \Yhite’s  Creek."  We  quote  most  of  it.  His  prose  is  so 
poetical,  that  we  give  it  a running  rhyme.  ‘L\s  one  amongst  a thousand 
specimens  of  the  unequalled  fortitude  and  gallantry  of  tlie  first  settlors,  it 
is  proper  to  give  a recitation  of  the  conflict  in  which  these  brave  men 
ended  their  mortal  existence." 

They  had  killed  ami  were  skinning  a deer ; 

They  thought,  not  that  Indians  and  danger  wore  near, 

For  they  wore  both  brave  men,  who  never  knew  fear; 

And  laughing  and  talking,  kept  skinning  the  <leer. 

The  Indians,  they  heard  them,  and  slyly  crept  near, 

And  fired  down  upon  them,  not  front,  but  in  rear. 
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And  wouaded  riiil.  Mason,  not  hadly,  ’tis  clear. 

For  be  fled,  with  Nie.  Trammel,  to  the  station, 

M'bile  Nic  hastened  on  to  ’rouse  the  ■whole  nation. 

Phil,  tied  up  his  wound,  looked  sharp  for  the  foe, 

And  for  his  friend  Trammel  and  others,  who’d  go, 

And  fight  to  tlie  utmost  for  the  fat  doe. 

« 

Trammel  had  made  all  haste  to  Eaton’s  Station,  and  procured  assist- 
ance and  a fresh  sup[ily  of  }>nwder  and  ball.  AVith  his  few  friends  he 
came  to  t^diere  Mason  was,  and  found  him  able  to  join  them,  and  anxious 
for  the  rencounter.  They  had  discovered  that  the  party  of  Indians  was 
strong  in  numbers,  but  they  hastened  on  to  where  the  deer  had  been 
killed.  The  Indians  and  tlie  deer  were  gone — all  the  Indians  and  the 
best  of  the  deer.  ' 

The  whites  followed  their  trail,  hut  in  the  haste  of  pursuit  of  those 
who  evidently  had  the  deer  and  deer’s  skin,  (as  they  could  easily  see  from 
the  repeated  instances  of  the  skin  and  meat  having  been  struck  against 
the  bushes  and  trees,)  they  did  not  notice  that  the  number  of  persons 
whose  trail  they  were  following  had  greatly  diminished.  The  most  of  the 
Indians  had  turned,  perhaps  one  at  a time,  to  either  side,  that  the  whites, 
if  they  pursued  for  recapture  of  the  venison,  and  to  be  avenged  on  the 
rohhtirs^  miglit  fall  into  ambush. 

'When  Trammel  and  Mason,  and  their  four  friends,  who  were  on  horse- 
back, had  overtaken  the  ibe,  they  hastily  dismounted,  rushed  upon  them, 
and  killed  two  Indians.  The  whites  were  making  sure,  as  they  thought,  of 
the  “bone  and  meat  of  contention.”  In  the  meantime  the  other  Indians 
had  gotten  possession  of  the  horses,  and  each  party  of  Indians  fired.  The 
whites  had  nor  primed  their  guns  when  they  were  fired  upon.  At  this 
firing  Mason  was  mortally  wounded,  and  the  four  friends,  seeing  their 
situation  was  most  periluu.s,  concluded  to  escape.  The  Indians  now  had 
the  game  and  the  horses,  wliicli  they  prized  even  above  a white  man’s 
scalp. 

Trammel  and  his  friends  were  separated  in  their  flight,  but  he  had  not 
gone  far  in  the  woods  before  he  discovered  other  white  men,  whom  he 
induced  to  return  with  him  to  the  contest.  Indeed,  Trammel  was  opposed 
to  the  retreat  and  the  dc'ScTtion  of  Mason,  but  the  others  did  not  tarry 
for  such  a certain  “ sarroiindltiLr.”  “They  said  the  contest  was  too  un- 
( equal.”  Now  Tramnn‘1  had  “the  man  in  the  woods”  whom  he 

knew  to  be  “braver  than  Julius  Cmsar,”  and  a better  ritlcinan.  This 
wa.s  Jo.sIah  Hoskins.  Tlic.se  two  took  the  lead.  There  were  again 
in  the  party.  They  found  the  Indians,  and  renewed  the  fight;  killed 
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three  Indians^  and^  as  Judge  Haywood  says,  ^Houglit  till  both  parties 
were  tired.’'  The  Indians  were  treed,  and  kept  their  position,  each  party 
firing  as  they  saw  an  opponent  expose  his  body.  This  was  continued  so 
long,  that  ‘‘  Trammel  and  Hoskins,  vrho  were  enthusiastically  courageous, 
and  bent  upon  making  their  enemy  yield  the  palm  of  victory,  precipitated 
themselves  into  the  midst  of  the  Indians,"  a portion  of  vdiom  they  saw 
retreating,  as  was  imagined.  The  result  was,  these  rash  men  ^Heceived 
the  fruit  of  their  temerity 

‘•They  fell  by  the  hands  of  the  foe. 

All  fighting  fiercely  for  the  doe.” 

^^The  rest  of  the  wliite  men  maintained  their  ground  until  both  parties 
were  willing  to  respire  from  their  martial  labors."  A drawn  battle  ! 

Cook  had  read  the  ‘‘Battle  of  the  Kegs,"  but  he  could  not  begin  to  tell 
of  this  ^‘Battle  for  the  Hoe,"  on  Adiite’s  Creek,  in  any  such  short 
metre. 

But  there  was  another  fight  a short  time  thereafter,  and  not  many  miles 
distant,  which  is  thus  told : 

‘‘Aspie,  together  with  Andrew  Lucas,  Thomas  Sharp  Spencer,  and  one 
Johnston,  had  left  the  Bluff  on  horseback,  to  go  on  a hunting  tour  to  the 
head  waters  of  Brake’s  Creek.  In  crossing  the  creek  their  horses  stopped 
to  drink,  when  the  Indians  fired  upon  them,  shooting  Lucas  through  the 
neck  and  through  the  mouth.  He,  however,  dismounted,  but  in  attempt- 
ing to  fire,  the  blood  gushed  out  of  his  mouth  and  wet  his  priming. 
Perceiving  this,  he  crawled  into  a bunch  of  briers.  Aspie,  as  he  alighted 
from  his  horse,  received  a wound  which  broke  his  thigh,  but  still  he 
fought  heroicalhj.  Johnston  and  Spencer  acquitted  themselves  with 
incompeirahle  gallantry,  but  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  leave  Aspie 
to  his  fate,  though  he  entreated  them  earnestly  not  to  forsake  him.  The 
Indians  killed  and  scalped  Aspie,  but  did  not  find  Lucas,  who  shortly 
after  returned  to  his  friends.  The  whole  family  of  the  Aspics  were 
superlatively  brave." 

We  have  given  this  name  as  Haywood  has  it,  though  the  correct  spell- 
ing is  Espey,  as  upon  the  records  and  among  the  signatures  of  the  ‘‘Com- 
pact of  Government’'  in  1780. 

/\_nother  death  should  be  mentioned,  that  of  Cornelius  Biddle.  He  had 
killed  two  turkeys  and  hung  them  up  on  a tree,  and  was  in  pursuit  of 
others.  The  Indians,  hearing  the  report  of  his  gun,  came  to  the  place, 
lay  in  ambush,  and  on  Biddle’s  coming  for  his  turkeys,  they  fired  and 
killed  him.  His  companion  fied.  The  Indians  thus  obtained  one  scalp 
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and  two  turkeys.  This  was  between  Buchanan’s  Station  and  Stone’s 
Iliver. 

In  this  year  Colonel  Isaac  Bledsoe  built  a fort  at  Bledsoe’s  Lick. 
(The  land  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Jerry  Belote.)  During  this  same  year 
also,  Colonel  Anthony  Bledsoe  built  a fort  at  Alreenfield/  about  iwo  and 
a half  miles  north  of  Bledsoe’s  Lick,  on  a beautiful  eminence,  and  in  the 
heart  of  one  of  the  riche.st  bodies  of  land  in  Sumner  county.  (The  place 
is  now,  1857,  owned  by  David  Chonault.)” 

Such  is  the  statement  of  ]Mr.  John  Carr,  upon  Vr'liose  authority  we 
here  anticipate  the  construction  of  seyeral  other  forts  in  Sumner  county: 

^‘In  1786,  Esquire  John  Morgan  built  a fort  on  the  west  side  of  Bled- 
soe’s Creek,  near  the  mouth  of  the  ^Dry  Fork,’  about  two  and  a half 
miles  north-west  of  Greenfield.  This  fort  also  was  on  a beautiful  eminence, 
in  the  midst  of  a very  fertile  country.  (The  land  is  now  owned  by 
William  Baskerville.) 

^Mn  1788  I helped  to  build  a fort  at  the  head  of  Drake’s  Creek,  on  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  about  five  or  six  miles  north  of  Shackle  Island. 

- ^^In  1790  or  ’01  dlajor  James  White  built  a fort  about  three  and  a 
half  miles  north-ea.^t  of  Gallatin,  on  the  waters  of  Desha’s  Creek.  About 
the  same  time  Colonel  Saunders  built  a fort  on  the  west  side  of  Desha's 
Creek,  about  two  and  a half  miles  from  White’s  Station. 

^^In  one  of  these  years  Jacob  Zigler  built  a fort  about  a mile  and  a 


half  north  of  Cairo,  on  tlie  western  branch  of  Bledsoe’s  Creek.  This  fort 


was  taken  in  1792  hy  the  Indians.  There  were  four  killed,  four  wounded, 
and  thirteen  prisoners  carried  to  the  nation.  I was  one  of  the  men  who 
followed  them. 

^L\bout  the  same  time  Captain  Joseph  Wilson  built  a fort  about  three 
miles  south-east  of  Gallatin.  It  was  called  ‘Walnut-field’  Station. 

“ It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  these  stations  were  all  continued  till 
the  close  of  the  Indian  war  in  1795.  The  three  upper  stations,  5Ior- 
gan,  Greenfield,  and  the  Lick,  I believe  were  kept  up  till  the  close  of 
'\war. 


“John  Carr.” 


The  following  extracts  from  the  records  furnish  information  a5  to 
some  of  the  manners  and  cii.stoms  and  transactions  of  tliat  day,  which 
may  be  interesting  to  a t\-w  in  our  day.  Tliey  not  only  show  to  us  what 
matters  of  fact  often  engaged  the  attention  of  the  YCorshipful  Court,  but 
to  what  ingenious  tricks  for  abbreviating  bis  entries  the  old  Clerk. 
Andrew  Ewen,  was  driven.  It  made  him  an  original  stenoirrunher : ' 
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Hamilton 
"Wm.  Fletclier. 


I Ass.  & Batt. 


“And''.  T^^iekerliam  b’ng  sworn,  say^  y*  he  saw  Win.  ITaniilton  go  to 
turn  y®  Heft,  out  of  his  house,  on  wliich  y®  Heft,  resisted;  & they  laid 
hold  on  one  another  and  fell,  y®  plff.  uppermost : And  when  they  were 
parted,  he  saw  y‘  y®  s'^  plffh  nose  ivas  hit,  but  saw  no  blows  pass. 

“ Jas.  Buchanan  and  Wm.  Simpson  corroborated  w*  y®  ab’ve.^' 

“ J.  Archer ) , t e ■ 

J.  Lynn,  j ^ 

“ Jas.  McCain  sworn,  says,  Jno.  Huff  employed  him  to  sell  a little  marc 
for  h”^  at  Public  Sale,  which  y®  Heft,  bought.  Jury  rctur“'^ — find  for  y® 
pllf.  ass®  diim.  on  y®  occasion  to  820.  ’Tis  therefore  corns'^''  by  y®  C*  y‘  y® 
plf.  recoY*'  y®  Heft,  y®  sum  af and  costs  suit.'^ 


The  next  entry  is:  “Ord‘‘‘*  y’^  Sam.  Henry  be  fiiP  lOss.  for  profanely 
swearing  y®  pres“®®  of  y® 

The  following  entry  has  arrested  attention,  as  it  is  believed  the 
“Jno.  Civir^  mentioned  is  the  free  mulatto  man  who  was  captured  by, 
or  fled  to,  the  Indians,  in  the  attack  upon  Captain  Gower’s  boat  near 
Clover  Bottom;  the  same  “Jack  Civil”  whose  negro  blood  and  mono- 
syllabic name  originated  that  of  Nigger  Jack — Nick-a-Jack.  It  seems 
that  General  Bobertson  had  not  included  Jack’s  name  in  the  roll  of 
worthies  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Assembly  as  being  entitled  to  a grant 
of  land;  but  the  effort -seas  made  to  secure  a ion  claim  in  hi«; 

name.  It  would  be  a matter  of  historic  interest  to  see  the  papers  which 
it  is  said  “ Col.  Jos.  Martin”  had,  transferring  Jack’s  right ; but  “ the  bad- 
ness of  the  weather”  spoiled  the  papers,  and — the  claim. 


• “Elijah  Bobertson  being  sworn,  sayeth  that  he  had  ord*"®  from  Col. 
Jo’s  Martin  w‘  a number  papers  empowering  him  to  enter  in  the  name  of 
s'*  IBartin  the  preemption  right  of  a certain  John  Civil  which  papers  he 
lost  by  the  badness  of  the  iceather,  and  y‘  in  y®  papers  he  saw  a n°  of 
Hepositions  proving  a legal  purcha.<e  and  transfer  of  s'*  land  from  s* 
Civil. 

“Elijah  Bobertson.” 


This  entry  is  not  in  the  Clerk’s  hand,  but  wholly  in  the  bold  hand- 
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writing  of  Elijah  Robertson  himself,  and  by  him  signed.  It  reminds  us 
of  the  other  entry  of  the  tighting  and  biting  between  Pillows  and  Denton. 

^ On  these  early  records  there  is  frequent  mention  of  Taffey  and  IbA/s/rcy, 
(sometimes  with  the  qiialitying  adjectives  good  and  sound.”')  Red  ITnm 
^ must  have  been  a delicacy.  How  it  was  introduced  here,  whence  it 
came,  why  and  where  concealed  on  the  river’s  bank,  what  excitement 
and  litigation  it  caused,  may  perhaps  be  satisfactorily  learned  by  perusal 
of  the  records  and  papers  in  the  ease  in  Court  involving  the  question  of 
ownership  of  “A  Cask  of  Red  ICine,^^  shipped  from  Cas-has-kia  on  the 
Ilenois,'"  concealed  in  the  river  and  thereafter  brought  to  Xashville.’^ 
^‘Everybody  wished  to  taste  it.”  3Iany  feared  the  31ississippi  river 
had  faded  its  redness  and  reduced  its  quality ; they  were,  however,  per- 
fectly wdliing  “to  taste  it,  free,  gratis,  for  nothing.”  “'Some  otfered  a 
deer  skin  for  a pint  or  a quart  of  it.”  The  honorable  Larduer  Clarke, 
merchant,  Siim  Martin,  (of  course,)  Mr.  ^Vycujf,  Mr.  Truckey^  (both 
proper  men,)  John  East,  and  John  Sigvault,  were  prominent  litigants,  or 
concarned !”  “The  Bafteau’  in  which  the  cask  was  conveyed  from 
port  to  port  is  an  object  of  interest.  “The  Rattle  of  the  Kegs”  wms 
fought  again  here.  We  discover  now  the  real  name  of  that  town  in 
Illinois,  which,  though  sometimes  spelled  Cus-cus-ca,  at  others  Caskaskia , 
Caskeaskia,  Cuskcu.skia,  still  preserves  the  signification,  the  Cask  and  the 
Cus.  * 


It  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  find  the  following  entry  upon  the  records 
soon  after  those  relative  to  “ the  c:'ksk  of  red  wine.”  Ezekiel  Smith  was 
certainly  the  “ablest  simzle-handed  Judge  Lynch”  of  whom  “the  Bench 
and  Bar  of  Tennessee”  can  boast. 


“Ezekiel  Smith  of  s'*  county  was  summoned  to  ans'’  unto  Joel  Stearns, 
a comp‘  of  assault  and  battery,  to  damage  of  £200.  Whereas  y®  s^ 
Stearns  saith  that  he  was  abused  by  s'*  Smith,  having  of  him  tied,  wliipped 
him  with  switches  on  his  naked  .>kln — likewise  took  y®  s^  Stearns,  tastened 
him  with  a cord  round  his  neck,  raised  him  up  to  a limb  of  a tree, 
till  he  felt  all  the  pains  that  he  would  have  felt  in  death.  The 
first  thing  that  he  knew  after  tliat,  he  y®  s'*  Stearns,  wnis  lying  on  y® 
ground,  that  y®  s'*  Smith  bid  him  rise — and  that  he  has  made  no  satis- 
faction to  y®  s'*  Stearns.” 

There  are  other  cases  not  unlike  the  foregoing  in  which  various  persons 
are  implicated.  Several  of  these  had  their  oriirin  “away  down  in  old 
Virginia,”  and  others  :is  far  back  as  the  times  of  the  “ Regulators  at  tlie 
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Alamance,”  and  in  some  of  tlie  transactions  of  the  Tories  during  the 
Eevoiutionary  War.  Very  few  of  the  old  Tories  were  ever  allowed  to 
find  a home  on  the  Cumberland. 

1784.  At  this  period  our  old  acquaintance,  Philip  Alston,  (whom  we 
saw  when  we  were  young,)  occupies  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  Court.  lie  had  sold  a tract  of  land,  a mill,  etc.,  near  the  Bayou 
Pierre  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  or  Florida,  as  then  claimed  by  Eng- 
land and  Spain.  As  we  have  elsewliere  intimated,  Alston  engaged  in  an 
OYert  treason  against  the  Spanish  government,  and  fled  to  ‘‘tlie  Bobertson 
stations.”  His  property  on  the  Bayou  Pierre  was  declared  forfeited 
and  confiscated  to  the  crown.  This  was  the  defence  set  up  by  the  per- 
son who  had  purchased  the  property,  he  alleging  that  it  was  by  Alston's 
own  wrong  that  the  property  was  condemned,  so  that  the  purchaser 
could  not  possess  and  enjoy  it.  The  truth  is,  the  purchaser  from  Alston 
was  as  much  implicated  in  the  treason  as  the  seller.  Both  fled  together 
and  came  and  registered  their  names  for  protection  and  citizenship  here. 
They,  a few  years  thereafter,  returned  to  their  chosen  inheritance, 
renewed  the  contest  there,”  and  lived  not  long  enough  to  see  all  the 
difiiculties  settled,  but  left  them  to  heirs  and  sons-in-law.  It  is  a singular 
fact  in  the  history  of  Philip  Alston,  that,  although  he  had  engaged  in 
the  overthrow  of  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Aatchez,  failed  and  fled,  was 
denounced  as  a traitor,  his  estates  condemned  and  sold  as  forfeited  by 
reason  of  his  treason,  yet  he  returned,  recovered  that  property,  and  re- 
moved to  3Iexico,  ingratiated  himself  with  the  Spanish  authorities, 
became  an  Empressario  with  an  ample  annuity,  and  died  holding  such 
Spanish  commission. 

April  6th,  1784.  ^EVppeared  Humphrey  Hogan  bound  in  recognizance 
at  suit  of  John  Kitts — for  good  behavior,  &c.  . . . John  Barrow 

sworn : Sayeth,  Hogan  threatened  he  will  kill  Kitts’  hogs,  if  he  did  not 
keep  them  from  his  door,  and  also  himself T . . . ‘‘To  make 

friends,  Kitts  agreed  to  dismiss  recognizance  and  pay  the  costs;”  leaving 
it  at  Hogan’s  discretion,  we  presume,  whether  to  “whip  himself,”  or  not. 

In  a suit  between  Wm.  Hamilton  and  John  Childers,  about  a horse 
bought  with  a “gambling  note”  given  by  Childers  to  Abraham  Taylor, 
proven  that  “Taylor  saiil  he  would  pull  off  his  hat  and  thank  Childers,  if 
he  would  forgive  him  the  abuse  of  tlie  horse  ; give  him  what  lurat  he  had, 
and  a receipt  against  the  note.”  And  “they  agreed  to  play  guiVs,  against 
which  there  was  no  law.”  “The  opossum,”  wlio  was  in  Court  at  tlie  time, 
said,  “That  beats  me!”  Taylor  was  a little  afraid  of  consequences 
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^‘'both  in  a cml  and  criminal  point  of  view.”  lie  had  experimented  by 
the  game  of ‘^Knttle  and  Snap,”  obtained  Childers’  note  by  a trick,  and 
without  consideration.  But  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  ‘•pull  off  his 
hat,  or  give  Childers  all  the  meat  he  had,”  so  the  Court  said;  leaving  it 
to  him  how  far  to  indulge  in  acts  of  politeness  and  liberality. 

“Childers  didn’t  care  any  thing  about  the  how^  but  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  meat” 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

1785. 

We  It  aye  little  to  record  of  improvements,  of  accession  to  tlie  popula- 
tion, or  of  sufferings  among  tlie  stationers,  during  this  year.  There  were, 
however,  two  stations  erected  worthy  of  notice : the  one  by  William 
Hall,  assisted  by  James  Harrison  and  William  Gibson,  a short  distance 
above  Bledsoe’s  Lick ; the  other  by  Charles  3Iorgan,  west  of  Bledsoe’s 
and  near  the  mouth  of  the  “Dry  Fork,^’  two  and  a half  miles  north-east 
of  Greenfield  Station,  These  improvements  or  stations  were  in  a rich 
and  lovely  region  of  country,  and  each  upon  eminences  of  great  natural 
attractions  and  advantages. 

Moses  Brown  had  erected  his  houses  and  picketed  in  some  small 
space  of  ground,  but  not  very  securely.  His  improvements  were  near 
Richland  Creek,  or  about  two  and  a half  miles  west  of  Nashville,  (south 
of  the  Richland  turnpike.) 

Brown  was  killed  this  year  by  the  Indians  and  scalped,  and  the  place 
deserted  for  some  time. 

Near  the  same  time  ‘‘  they  killed  a man  who  lived  with  William  Stuart 
on  the  plantation  where  Judge  Haywood  lived,  (in  1823,)  in  the  forks 
of  Mill  Creek,  on  that  part  of  the  plantation  where  John  Buchanan  once 
lived. 

In  this  year  also,  ^Ghe  Indians  killed  Edmund  Hickman,  a very  popular 
man  and  correct  surveyor.  They  came  upon  him  in  tliat  part  of  the 
country  which  is  now  Hickman  county,  on  Riney  River,  whither  he  and 
Colonel  Robertson  and  Colonel  Weakley  had  gone  in  company,  to  survey 
entered  lands. Such  is  the  statement,  as  given  by  Haywood,  but  as  a 
more  particular  and  reliable  narrative  is  in  existence,  we  hope  to  add  it 
at  the  close  of  this  chapter  or  in  appendix.  \ 

The  stationers,  old  and  new,  began  to  talk  with  much  despondency 
their  prospects.  The  cause  of  sudi  gloom  and  low  spirits  arose  chiefly 
from  the  reports  now  industriously  circulated,  that  the  Spaniards  intended 
to  inhibit  all  commerce  to  these  western  farmers  upon  the  irreat  river  Missis- 
sippi, and  avowedly  to  confiscate  ail  the  tobacco  which  should  be  shipped 
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from  the  Cumberland  and  Kentucky  settlements.  The  danger  from  the* 
Indians  also  caused  considerable  anxiety.  But  the  denial  of  navigation 
was  the  source  of  greatest  alarm.  They  did  not  clearly  comprehend  “the 
law  in  the  case/^  the  character  and  ability  of  the  Spanish  government, 
nor  the  views  and  purposes  of’  our  own.  Indeed,  there  came  suggestions 
from  the  far  cast—not  promptly  and  strongly  rebuked,  as  they  reached 
these  feeble  and  exposed  settlements — that  the  Government  had  enouc:h 
to  do  to  secure  the  interests  of  commerce  and  the  rights  to  the  fisheries 
upon  the  ocean,  without  wasting  much  time  at  the  call  of  a few  adven- 
turers across  the  mountains,  stationed  in  log-huts  upon  some  small  streams, 
where  canoes  and  perogues  were  their  most  common  vessels,  and  these 
of  ample  measurement  for  all  their  export  trade. 

But  these  settlers  threw  their  keen  eye  not  only  down  these  western 
waters,  but  far  down  the  vista  of  coming  time.  There  were  then  persons 
among  them  who  openly  avowed  a resolution  not  only  to  remain,  but  to 
cultivate  the  lands,  make  sale  of  their  products,  and  “not  submit  to  any 
confiscation  or  unjust  restriction.” 

There  came  some  dark  hints  that  an  alliance  with  the  Spanish  posses- 
sions, a protection  from  Spanish  officers,  and  an  acceptance  of  Spanish 
favors,  would  alone  afford  relief  and  prosperity.  But  here  there  was 
“ not  one  old  stationer”  who  listened  patiently  or  spoke  approvingly  of 
any  such  measures. 

Bobertson  said  he  liad  heard  of  “a  favor  and  protection  which  vultures 
give  to  lambs.” 

Bledsoe  remarked,  “ The  wolves  more  fitly  represent  the  plunderers.” 

“And  didn’t  they  talk  about  pirates  and  robberies  on  the  Tennessee, 
Colonel?”  said  Molloy. 

“ You  and  I have  had  our  say  about  that,”  said  Col.  Robertson.  “ ’Tis 
best  not  to  abuse  tho.'^e  from  whom  we  desire  and  need  a favor ; prudence, 
prudence  !” 

It  was  very  well  understood  that  the  Spanish  agents  dissuaded  the 
Indians  from  friemlly  interc<uirse  and  trade  with  the  settlements.  This 
fact  was  accomjdishing  some  good  purpose  for  the  great  future  of  this 
western  world.  And  Ikto  is  the  doctrine  and  the  illustration.  The 
Spaniards  “meant  it  not;”  but  a greater  and  better  than  tliey,  did.  It 
was  never  ordained  that  these  freemen  should  be  utterly  destroyed  by 
the  Indians,  or  enticed  into  and  lu‘artily  love  the  emlwace  of  Spaniards. 
These  banns  were  forbidden;  such  a match  was  iiever  “made  in  heaven.” 
The  fiercer  the  opposition  to  the  st'ttlers.  the  stronger  they  became. 

Colonel  Roberts«m  had  held  some  consultations  with  his  friends  hero 
about  the  establishment  of  schools,  and  even  an  academy.  The  number 
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of  boys  and  girls  in  the  settlements  was  sufficient  to  emplo}’'  the  time  and 
attention  of  several  teachers.  “ Parents  often  spoke  of  the  want  of  a 
schoolmaster and  as  Colonel  Kobertson  was  about  to  travel  the  long 
route  througli  the  woods  to  the  seat  of  government,  he  gave  assurances 
to  his  constituents  that  he  would  not  fail  to  urge  this  subject  upon  the 
attention  of  the  General  Assembly.  He  had  now  several  children  of 
whom  the  mother  said,  These  cliildren  ought  to  go  to  school.”  Their 
eighth  child  was  now  born. 

About  the  first  of  November  Colonel  llobertson  left  home  and  was 
present  at  the  opening  of  the  legislative  session,  which  commenced  on 
the  10th  and  continued  just  forty  da}'s — including  the  Sabbaths — which 
were  the  only  days  in  which  they  indulged  in  rest  from  business.  It 
certainly  was  no  time  for  western  members  to  be  slothful.  Their  entire 
compensation  for  travelling  and  attendance,  occupying  two  months,  even 
when  the  session  continued  only  forty  days,  would  be  regarded  by  repre- 
sentatives of  this  day  as  paltry  and  insignificant  for  one  week’s  service. 
They  were  working  men,  and  made  no  speeches  for  Buncomlcy'  al- 
though they  were  assembled  near  that  very  attractive  and  celebrated 
political  region. 

An  offi-ce  for  the  inspection  *of  tobacco  was  established  for  Davidson 
county;  in  regard  to  which  Judge  Haywood  remarks  : 

How  the  raisers  of  tobacco  expected  to  sell,  prohibited  as  they  were 
by  Spain  from  navigating  the  Mississippi  below  tlie  thirty-first  degree  of 
latitude,  the  Assembly  neither  knew  nor  inquired,”  nor  cared  very  much." 
This  we  say  of  the  majority,  who  regarded  these  transmontane  people  as 

having  gone  out  from  them,”  ami  so  situated  in  their  wilderness  homes 
as  never  more  to  come  into  close  and  profitable  intercourse.  There  were 
many  who  had  purchased  or  were  (under  acts  passed  by  their  own 
political  power)  entitled  to  land  warrants  which  they  desired  to  have 
advantageously  located  in  this  rich  but  distant  region,  and  to  sell  out  to 
the  best  possible  profit.  Some  of  these  had  no  intention  to  move  to  such 
a distance,  and  risk  the  lives  of  themselves  and  families  to  the  Indian 
gun  and  tomahawk.  But  this  selfishne.'J.s  in  individuals,  and  parsimony 
on  the  part  of  the  State,  were  overruled  for  incalculable  good  to  these 
far-off  stationers.  Men  of  intelligence,  of  moral  worth,  and  of  large 
estates,  in  the  old  portion  of  the  State  and  in  Virginia,  were  intbrined 
of  the  value  of  these  lands ; of  the  great  gain  to  be  made  by  the  pur- 
chase of  warrants  and  locating  them  here.  This  resulted  in  the  removal 
to  and  settlement  upon  the  Cumberland,  lied,  and  Buck  Rivers,  and  their 
tributaries,  of  a class  of  farmer, s and  business  men  who  wore  certain  to  make 
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valuable  members  of  society,  and  to  contribute  largely  to  the  substautiai 
improvements  of  tlie  country. 

But  to  wbat  particular  measures  did  Col.  Eobertson  devote  bis  atten- 
tion at  tbis  session? 

It  vrould  be  unjust  to  tbe  ^^good  old  North  State’’  to  leave  tbe  impres- 
sion upon  tbe  minds  of  our  readers,  from  tbe  remark  quoted  from  Judge 
Haywood  about  “ tobacco  inspection,”  or  from' what  we  bave  said,  that 
tbis  was  a measure  al)out  wliieli  tbe  stationers  felt  no  concern.  Tbe  pro- 
position originated  bere ; tbe  State  expected  and  claimed  no  revenue 
from  it,  nor  from  any  of  the  taxes  levied  and  collected  at  these  points. 
All  of  these,  and  more  too,  were  needed  bere  in  defence  of  the  settle- 
ments ; and  tbe  State  was  “ more  than  willing”  that  all  should  be  thus 
used,  provided  tlicrc  were  no  calls  to  be  made  upon  tbe  State  treasury. 
Therefore  it  is  proper  to  quote  another  remark  from  Judge  Haywood: 
^^As  the  inspection  cost  no  money  to  be  paid  out  of  tbe  public  treasury, 
they  were  willing,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other  costless  experiments,  to 
gratify  the  wishes  of  tbe  Cumberland  settlers.” 

And  so  may  we  quote  wluit  follows : The  members  of  Davidson,  on 

account  of  tbe  good  offices  tliey  could  do  for  those  who  wished  to  become 
tbe  owners  of  lands  on  Cumberland,  and  to  have  tbe  military  warrants 
they  bad  purchased  Arell  located  and  carefully  attended  to,  were  regarded 
and  treated  vritb  great  attention.  Hardly  any  request  they  made  was 
rejected,  if  it  only  ab.>taiiied  from  interference  with  the _pv.bh'c  coffers” 
In  all  legislatures  there  is  a class  of  members  who  idolize  tbe  con- 
tents of  tbe  public  chest;  having  nothing  to  allege  in  support  of  their 
claim  to  popular  favor  but  a disposition  to  save  money  on  all  occasions,” 
(or  pretentiously  and  loudly  to  talk  of  it  on  all  occasions,)  “whilst  to  all 
other  subjects  they  bave  the  most  consummate  indifference.” 

“Dexterously  using  the  advantages  which  these  circumstances  put  into 
his  possession.  Colonel  Ilobortson,  a member  of  the  Legislature,  did  not 
fail  to  improve  them  to  the  benvtit  of  his  sutFering  constituents.” 

He  obtained  the  passage  of  an  act  establishing  the  Davidson  Academy. 
This  “Act  for  the  promotion  of  learning  in  the  county  of  Davidson,” 
bears  date  20th  December,  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  Board 

of  Trustees  consisted  of  nine  porsons,  of  whom  James  Hobertson  was  one. 
The  name  of  “Davidson  Academy”  was  selected  for  this  school.  From 
this  has  grown  up  the  '‘rniversity  of  Nashville.” 

As  the  Tfnlversity  is  of  .suffi'-iont  consideration  to  merit  a distinct 
chapter  in  this  history,  we  .^hall  omit  any  further  mention  of  it  than  to 
say  that  Hobertson  continued  to  be  interested  in  its  progress,  and  in  the 
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cause  of  education,  as  long  grs  he  lived.  It  was  during  his  attendance  as 
a representative  in  the  Assembly  that  Colonel  Robertson  became  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead,  a Presbyterian 
minister,  who  had  made  preparations  to  visit  the  settlements  in  Kentucky, 
and  to  settle  and  preach  somewhere  among  ‘^the  new  western  stations.’^ 

At  the  solicitation  of  Colonel  Robertson,  Mr.  Craighead  consented  to 
be  enrolled  as  a trustee.  His  name  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  in 
the  act  to  establish  “DaYidson  Academy.^’  Under  him  it  was  begun,  and 
he  served  as  President  for  two  years  and  three  months  after  the  change 
of  name  to  ‘^Davidson  College."” 

Hr.  Priestly  was  elected  President,  October  21,  1809,  and  Craighead 
thereafter  served  as  a trustee  for  four  years. 

Premising  that  “tall  oaks  from  little  acorns  grow,”  we  shall  venture 
another  quotation  from  the  learned  historian  of  Tennessee : 

“By  an  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Robertson, 
a Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Equity,  for  Havidson  county,  was  to  be 
established,  the  first  session  of  which  was  to  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  May,  1784.  They  appointed  a young  man  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  to  be  the  Judge  of  this  Court,  who,  upon  mature  reflection, 
becoming  fearful  that  his  small  experience  and  stock  of  legal  acquire- 
ments were  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  those  great  duties  which 
the  office  devolved  upon  him,  chose  rather  to  resign  than  to  risk  the  in- 
justice to  suitors,  which  others  of  better  qualifications  might  certainly 
aY-oid.”‘ 

The  salary  allowed  to  this  “young  man”  Judge  was  fifty  pounds,  Xorth 
Carolina  currency,  for  each  and  every  court  he  held.  But  this  paltry 
salary  was  not  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State,  but,  as  was  the 
policy  and  parsimony  of  the  State,  only  out  of  such  means  as  Havidson 
county  could  collect  and  pay.  This  same  “young  man”  advanced  in 
years,  increased  in  “qualifications,”  attained  to  honors  and  office,  until  he 
received,  for  eight  consecutive  years  from  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  the  national  treasury  a salary  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  Such  was  the  career  of  Judge  Jackson,  the  “young  man,”  and 
General  Jackson,  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  President  of  the  United 
States. 

In  this  same  act  there  was  inserted  a provision,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Colonel  Robertson,  which  served  as  an  “entering  wedge”  to  aid  very 
much  in  efiecting  a final  separation  from  the  “good  old  North  State.” 
Some  of  the  emigrants  to  Cumberland  had  been  greatly  annoyed  and  dis- 
tressed by  suit.s  instituted  against  them  upon  their  return  into  auy  of  the 
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old  counties  east  of  the  mountains ; but  by  this  act  it  -vvas  provided  that 
‘‘no  person  living  in  the  county  of  Pavidsoid’  (and  that  included  all  the 
Cumberland  settlements)  ‘‘should  be  subject  to  any  action  in  any  of  the 
courts  on  the  east  side  of  tlie  Appalachian  IMoiintainsj  and  persons  living 
on  that  side  to  enjoy  the  like  exemption  from  suits  in  Davidson  county.'^ 

The  clause  inserted  in  the  act  establishing  the  court,  yrhich  made  the 
salary  of  the  Judge  payable  only  out  of  the  “county  treasury,^'’  was  & 
very  offensive  discrimination  and  exception.  It  was  but  one  of  many  acts 
clearly  indicating  to  these  western  people  that  they  must  “take  care  of 
themselves,^’  fight  their  own  battles,  and  “foot  all  the  bills’’  in  both  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Colonel  llobertson  had  urged  upon  the  Assembly  the  necessity  of  rais- 
, ing  and  sustaining  a military  force  for  the  escorting  of  emigrants  to  the 
settlements  on  the  Cumberland,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  settlers.  This 
was  assented  to,  and  a body  of  three  hundred  men  authorized  to  be  mus- 
tered into  service,  which  should  be  employed  for  a part  of  the  time  in 
cutting  and  clearing  a road  from  the  lower  end  of  Clinch  Mountain  to 
hsashville.  These  troops  were  to  ])e  marched,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
frontier  settlements,  and  to  be  stationed  at  such  places  as  the  proper 
-f:'..officers  in  command  in  Davidson  county  should  appoint,  having  regard  to 
the  defence  of  the  settlers  arid  intimidation  of  hostile  Indians.  A liberal 
allowance  in  land  was  made  for  officers  and  privates  who  should  thus 
serve,  to  be  located  west  of  the  Cumberland  ^fountain. 

And  here  again  is  adde<l  the  usual  — the  indisj^emahle  clause — 

that  all  compensation  to  these  working  soldiers  and  exposed  guards  should 
be  made  by  or  from  resources  of  these  settlers.  Besides  the  compensation 
, for  half  of  the  first  six  months’  service  in  land,  money  and  provisions  had 
to  be  provided  for  the  troops  ; thertdbre  the  act  declares  “ that  the  moneys 
from  the  tax  on  lands  west  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  expense  of  raising,  clothing, 
arming,  and  supporting  the  troops  to  be  embodied  in  pursuance  of  this 
act.’^ 

The  same  act  further  directs  clerks  and  collectors  of  taxes  to  note  par- 
ticularly the  resources  of  revenue,  and  the  amount  collected  in  Davidson 
or  west  of  Cumberland ; ami  tills  avowedly,  or  so  evidently,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  knowing  how  mucli  might  be  appropriated  there,  and  that  these 
frontier  people  might  expect  nothing  more, 
z'"  Some  work  had  already  been  done  to  open  a direct  road  from  Clinch  to 
. ' Nashville,  luit  hitherto  th»‘  travel,  with  rare  exceptions,  had  been  by  the 
^ original,  long,  circuitous  route  through  th#  wilderucss  in  Kentucky. 
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At  tlie  same  session  the  county  of  Davidson  T,vas  divided,  and  the 
county  of  Sumner  authorized  to  be  established.'^ 

Another  act  was  passed  for  tlie  encouragement  of  agriculture  and 
morality,  and  the  discouragement  of  the  vice  of  drunkenness.  Tlie  argu- 
ment in  the  preamble  is,  that  the  “crops  are  short  and  grain  scarce, 
owing  to  the  obstructions  of  agriculture  by  the  withdrawal  of  tlie  planters 
and  laborers  to  oppose  the  infesting  savages ; and  sound  discretion  re- 
quires tliat  the  grain  should  be  preserved  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
settlers  and  of  the  new  emigrants  upon  their  arrival;”  therefore  it  was 
“enacted  that  there  shall  be  no  distillation  of  spirituous  licjuors  in  David- 
son county.” 

Colonel  Dobertson  was  ever  a “temperance  advocate,”  on  principle  and 
by  practice.  lie  well  knew  the  wants  and  resources  of  his  constituents, 
the  evils  which  so  surely  result  from  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
the  very  great  temptation  to  use  it  in  trading  with  the  Indians,  from 
which  C[uarrels  and  murders  would  be  likely  to  result.  lie  wished  to  put 
all  possible  restraints  upon  the  hurtful  indulgence  of  vicious  appetites,  an 
indulgence  hurtful  to  the  individual  and  dangerous  to  others. 

He  had  learned  that  the  establishinent  of  distilleries  was  in  contempla- 
tion; he  had  not  forgotten  the  introduction  of  “li<|Uors  from  foreign 
parts”  under  his  own  admirable  presidency;  ho  knew  that  a handsome 
remunerative  price  could  be  had  for  the  corn,  and  that  the  C{uantity  was, 
indeed,  but  a limited  supply  for  the  stationers,  the  guard,  and  the  new 
emigrants.  But  however  large  might  be  the  crop  of  grain,  he  contended 
that  “its  conversion  into  spirituous  liquors  is  an  unwarranted  perversion 
— unserviceable  to  white  men,  devilish  for  Indians.” 

The  supplies  of  liquor  for  the  settlements  hitherto,  had  been  from  a 
great  distance  in  pirogues  or  canoes  up  the  river,  or  by  pack-horses  from 
a no  less  distance  by  land.  “ Hitherto  there  has  been  no  drunkenness 
here,  and  Colonel  Robertson  hopes  tliere  never  maybe  any  waste  of  grain 
by  distillation,  or  waste  of  estates  and  ruin  of  souls  by  the  drinking 
of  liquor,” 

In  despite  of  this  legislation,  his  own  counsels  and  example,  the  day 
came;  the  stills  came;  the  liquor  came;  and  the  topers  came.  As  these 
increased,  crimes  and  misery  increased ; the  stocks,  and  the  four  walls  of 
the  eighteen  foot  jail,  were  insignificant. 

“Facilis  de-^census.” 


* This  name  was  adopted  in  honor  of  General  Jethro  Sumner,  of  the  North 
Carolina  line.  He  had  acted  a distinguished  part  throughout  the  Revolutionarv 
War  ; was  distinguished  for  personal  valor  and  popular  manners. 
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Tlie  proliibitiori,  liowever^  was  but  of  limited  duration  i there  was 
importation  from  foreign  parts/'^  there  was  domestic  manufacture,  and  ;m 
increase  of  home  consumption. 

During  the  visits  of  Colonel  Eobertson  to  North  Carolina,  and  his 
attendance  as  a representative  in  the  Assembly,  he  became  very  intimate 
with  'William  Blount,  who  was  also  a member.  Mr,  Blount  had  shown 
an  unusual  acquaintance  with  Indian  affairs,  had  taken' much  interest  in 
the  western  settlements,  and  had  repeatedly  assisted  in  drawing  the  bills 
for  the  western  metnbers.  Colonel  Eobertson  had  named  his  son,  who 
was  born  15th  June  of  this  year,  Yv’illiam  Blount  Eobertson,  of  rvlrieh  he 
informed  Mr.  Blount  in  tlie  fail  of  the  year,  wdien  they  met  in  North 
Carolina  to  consult  about  the  opposition  to  he  made  to  some  of  the  arti- 
cles in  the  recent  treaty  of  Hopcw’'8ll. 

This  treaty  was  entered  into  on  2Sth  November,  1785,  by  commission- 
ers on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the 
Chcrokees,  at  Hope-v'dl,  on  the  Keowee.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  Andrew 
Pickens,  Joseph  Martin,  and  Lach.  jMcIntosh,  were  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  conducting  and  concluding  of  this  treaty,  the  Indians  were 
allowed  or  induced  to  regard  themselves  as  quite  on  an  equality  with  the 
‘‘  great  nations  of  the  earth that  although  they  acknowledged  them- 
selves to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no  other 
sovereign  or  nation,  and  entered  into  various  covenants — such  as  to  keep 
the  peace,  exchange  prisoners,  and  restore  captured  negroes  and  stolen 
property — yet  there  were  other  articles  in  the  treaty  which  to  them 
seemed  a triumph  over  their  white  neighbors,  (the  w'esteru  settlers,)  and 
over  the  United  States  itself — and  to  amount  to  an  acknowledgment  that 
their  war  on  these  settlements  was  wholly  justifiable  upon  their  part. 

In  this  treaty  there  was  a futile  effort  to  stop  the  destiny  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons’'  on  this  continent;  to  drive  back  the  pioneer  settlers,  and 
to  restore  these  ricli  lands  to  savage  hunters. 

Under  the  act  of  17S3  establishing  land-offices,  extensive  entries  had 
been  made,  and  settlements  in  many  places  well  established.  Especially 
was  this  so  on  the  soutli  of  French  Broad  and  the  Holston.  A groat 
part  of  the  lands  so  entered,  were  now  by  this  treaty  declared  to  be 
within  Indian  territory ; and  it  was  agreed  that  they  shall  not  be  settled 
by  the  whites.  And,  if  tliey  dared  to  do  so — what?  ‘‘For  any  such 
obstinate  intrusion,  they  .should  be  liable  to  bo  punished  5//  the 
as  the^  might  think  proper!”  This  lyight  be  done  with  some  small  set- 
tlements— possibly;  and  be  endured  ? never! 

The  settlers  south  of  French  Broad  and  Holston  were  regarded  as 
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rather  too  numerous  and  resolute  to  be  easily  dealt  Trith  by  tlie  Indians ; 
therefore  an  exception  was  made  in  their  favor — thus : the  matter  or 
question,  so  far  as  it  related  to  removal  of  those  settlers,  shall  be 
referred  to  the  decision  of  Congress  V’  And  they  retained  their  new 
homes. 

By  this  same  treaty  the  Indians  were  clothed  judicial  and  execu- 
tive powers  of  a startling  character.  They  could  arrest  'persons  they 
might  believe  to  have  been  guilty  of  a capital  offence ; and  punish  them 
in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  Cherokees,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  be  punished  for  like  oifences  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United 
States  r' 

Who  can  wonder  that  they  regarded  themselves  as  very  nearly  upon 
an  equality  with  the  United  States  ? 

“They agreed  not  to  retaliate  on  the  innocent  for  crimes  committed  by 
the  guilty,’^  so  far  as  v/hite,  off'enders  and  their  kindred  were  concerned ; 
thus  admitting  a limitation  to  their  customary  “ lav/  of  retaliation.” 

But  there  was  another  article  which  we  should  not  overlook.  “ Tlie 
Indians  were  to  send  a Deputy  to  Congress  of  their  own  choice,  whenever 
they  thought  proper  !”  An  Indian  delegate  ! But  Avhy  not  ? Me,  big 
Indian,  “ Tak-a-hoist-a-up-he !” 

They  agreed  that  Congress  should  regulate  the  trade  with  them ; and 
they  engaged  to  act  as  the  friends  “ and  allies  of  the  United  States,  giv- 
ing notice  cf  any  hostile  designs  by  other  Indian  tribes  or  other  persons ^ 
The  last  words  were  to  cover  Spanish  intrigues.  Friendship  was  to  be 
for  ever  reestablished  and  maintained  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  hg  both 
nations  or  parties. 

The  boundaries  now  claimed  by  the  Cherokees  were  acknowledged. 
A distinguished  chief,  the  Tassel,  presented  a map  to  the  commissioners,  * 
by  an  inspection  of  which  the  reader  may  have  a very  satisfactory  i'lca 
of  the  outlines  of  the  country,  and  of  the  important  limits  between  the 
Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  as  also  of  the  small  arena  where  the  import- 
ant events  of  our  history  were  henceforward  required  to  be  enacted. 

The  long  dotted  line,  from  north  to  south,  was  intended  to  represent 
the  eastern  boundary  claimed  between  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks ; the 
Cherokees  venturing  a claim  not  only  and  properly  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Tennessee,  but  on  the  north,  and  from  the  mouth  of  l)iick  river  to' 
the  Cumberland,  forty  miles  east  of  Nashville,  and  thence  ca.st,  etc.,  etc., 
almost  indefinitely.  The  dividing  line  between  tliem  and  the  Chickasaws 
is  the  unfinished  line  commencing  on  tlie  Ohio  l)etwcen  the  mouths  of 
Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Bivers  and  uj;on  the  dividing  ridge  between 
those  rivers,  giving  to  the  Cumberland  settlers  the  very  limited  region 


GSS 


, a S t ft  ^ ? ^ 


*< 


■'^IP 

10  ^fllO^T»lH^ 


V/fts*  n ■ ' J 

-:s? 

wan  110*  fc'>rtw‘-o^  r'^*  »--W»4<wv.  ^uioi 


, '■'  tf  ■ V,«A  riiiw  teWt'  ««>*•  w rf'-'t'"'**  ®“**‘  ^ 


M«»e  iSi 


IJJi”.  M *'.n.  , -- 

»<>*  ►'<>  i^******’  *'*"*  - «iil  wSi  wnfeaiwil  i^toow 

Wrte*'»dT;’\:i 


:^^.i»^li^,-  c9«1>^fH^  .llHl^^A;  awietiairfO  biii^aaedoioiK)  s 

\fc,h«..a  ad  W 8"0l  ailT  -•'-I 

jnseovfli  oi  U»Imw)b|  »■’*  *'^ 


rasW,'-*u..a*wo,xhaiW;^^^ 

■«i -ti»h  „wa  .t.rt«li8iJia»0  »d6^^:..,^«a^l 


m 


240 


'1- 

n I S I-  0 R Y OF  M I D D r,  E TENNESSEE. 

sliown  upon  the  map  south  of  the  Keutiickj  boimdury^  which  we  have 
marked  upon  Ilavetayah  or  Tassel’s  outline  map. 

We  have  little  doubt  the  Indian  chief  had  been  furnished  beforehand, 
by  the  Spanish  governors,  with  this  sketch  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
boundaries  for  which  his  nation  should  contend. 

It  is  unquestionable  tliat  the  American  commissioner.s,  by  their  conces- 
> sioms  at  this  treaty,  hoped  to  conciliate  the  discontented  and  troublesome 
spirits  of  tico  nationn^  Cherokees  and  Spaniards.  If  such  was  the  pur- 
pose, it  failed  of  permanent  influence  for  peace,  and  it  awakened  a strong 
opposition  among  ail  the  border  settlers.  The  treaty  of  Hopewell  gave 
great  umbrage  to  all  tiie  Southern  States-,  William  Blount,  Esq.,  then 
in  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  determined  to  give  it  all  the  opposition, 
, in  his  power.”  He  argued  that  “it  was  beyond  the  power  of  Congress 
to  hiake  a treaty  repngmint  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  concerning 
lands  and  boundaries  within  her  limits.  It  was  not  given  to.Congress  by 
the  Articles  of  Confederation.” 

By  this  treaty  much  was  given  up,  to  purchase  the  good  will  of  the 
Cherokees.  The  boundaries  of  the  whites  were  greatly  contracted,  and 
extensive  countries  resigned  wliicli  were  included  in  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  and  in  the  deed  to  Henderson,  to  the  benefit  of  which  North 
Carolina  was  entitled,  having  paid  him  with  lands  in  Powell’s  valley  for 
his  trouble  and  ex])enses  in  negotiating  and  making  the  treaty  for  the 
safety  of  the  Cherokees,  and  the  purchase  by  him  and  his  companions  of 
the  lands  contained  in  his  deed. 

Although  no  purchase  could  he  made  from  the  Indians  but  by  pub  lie- 
authority,  and  for  public  uses,  yet  a purchase  made  by  individuals  might 
be  deemed  obligatory  on  the  Indians,  and  be  converted  by  public  authority 
*to  public  uses.  ^ « 

The  prohibition  was  not  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  but  of  the 
State,  which  might  eitber  ratify  it  or  not,  as  the  public  good  required. 
This  purchase  cuvered  the  greater  portion  of  the  lands  now  renounced  by 
the  treaty  of  Hopewell.  The  Indians  could  apprehend  little  of  the  dis- 
tinction now  made  between  treaties  with  private  persons  who  paid  them 
a satisfactory  equivalent  in  goods  and  money,  and  jyuhlic  commis.iioners 
who  virtually  annulled  those  eontracts  and  restored  the  territory  thus  sold 
— merely  for  covenants  of  peace  and  friendship. 

“The  concessions  now  made  mo//  have  contributed  to  the  abatement 
of  savage  cruelties  wliirh  characterized  the  following  year,”  but  doubtits.s 
encouraged  all  the  savages  and  their  Spanish  advisers  in  their  arrogance 
and  pretensions.  We  can,  however,  see  at  least  the  shadow  of  the  hand 
of  Providence  in  all  those  measures.  The  treaty  was  confirmed,  and 
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submitted  to — as  Americans  have  ever  submitted  to  infringements  and 
restrictions  upon  their  rights  and  efforts  to  cheek  or  repel  their  onward 
march.  The  policy  initiated  by  Washington  is  summed  up  in  two  words, 
'Fesf.ina  lente : Be  not  hasty,  but  still  press  onward. 

The  Commissioners  having  concluded  their  work,  made  a report  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  from  which  it  is  proper  to  quote  two  or  three 
paragraphs  in  proof  of  tlie  malign  influences  operating  upon  the  Indians 
to  continue  the  depredations  upon  American  settlements  : 

‘^The  Spaniards  and  the  French  are  making  great  efforts  to  engross 
the  trade  of  the  Indians ) several  of  them  are  on  the  north  aide  of  the  • 
Tennessee,  and  are  well  supplied  with  goods  proper  for  the  trade.  The 
^ Governor  of  New  Orleans  has  sent  orders  to  the  Chickasaws  to  remove 
all  traders  frurn  that  country,  except  such  as  should  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Catholic  King  1” 

‘^The  Cherokees  say  that  the  Northern  Indians  have  their  emissaries 
among  the  Southern  tribes,  endeavoringgto  prevail  with  them  to  form  an' 
alliance  offensive  against  the  United  States;  and  to  commence  hostilities 
against  us  in  the  spring'.;  or  next  fall  at  the  fartliest.  That  not  only 
the  British  emissaries  are  for  this  measure,  but  that  the  Spaniards  have 
extensive  claims  to  the  southward,  and  have  been  endeavoring  to  poison 
the  minds  of  the  Indians  against  us,  and  to  win  their  affections  by  large 
supplies  of  arms,  military  stores,  and  clothing.’^ 

Mark  how  many  enemies  were  devising  the  ruin  of  the  AVestern  settle- 
ments! 

We  find  these  few  items  near  the  bottom  of  the  sack’’  for  this  year : 

At  the  January  Term  of  the  Court  in'  Davidson  county,  such  di.s- 
tinguished  men  as  Thomas  Molloy,  and  John  alias  “King”  Boyd, 
were  arraigned  and  tried  on  an  indictment:  the  one  for  buying,  the 
other  for  selling  a runaway,  or  “out-laying”  negro,  on  the  Sablath- 
day.  The  proof  was  that  they  did  converse  or  say  something  about 
such  a trade  on  that  day,  but  agreed  to  pass  the  icriiings  on  some  other 
day.  IMolloy  was  acquitted  by  the  jury,  and  then  Boyd  pleaded  that 
acquittal  in  his  own  defence,  which  plea  was  sustained,  and  the  case  dis- 
missed. 

“AA'hat  shall  he  do  that  cometh  after  the  King?''  was  not  the  question 
in  this  instance,  as  it  was  many  centuries  before ; but  rather  to  place 
Molloy  in  a position  in  which  he  would  appear  charm*able  with  a double 
“crimen  lessm  majestatis,”  “an  offender  for  a won!,’’  to  make  him  go 
before  the  “ King,”  and  clear  the  way  for  his  escape.  Uj'on  the  whole, 
it  is  an  interesting  ease.  Here  were  the  Princes  of  the  People  sitting  in 
16  ' ^ ' 
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judgment.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales 
never  possessed  a more  independent  spirit^  or  were  less  disposed  to  yield 
their  eonvictions  of  right  and  duty  to  the  influence  of  great  nanies^  th:in 
were  the  early  Justices  of  Davidson  and  Sumner  counties. 

As  some  men  cou?it  strictness,  here  was  a very  rigid  law,  but  its  princi- 
ples were  found  in  the  code  of  Highest  authority;  this  people  and  these 
Justices  knew  what  was  in  their  own  statute-book ; and  the  Court  and  the 
Jury  only  let  tliese  parties  off  ^^by  the  skin  of  their  teeth.^.’  We  should 
have  felt  proud  to  have  been  permitted  to  address  such  a Bench  of 
Justices,  or  a Jury  in  their  presence.  We  could  preach  a sermon,  pre- 
pare a lecture,  or  write  a chapter  upon  this  transaction. 

The  ‘^Onesimus’'  in  this  ijistance  had  not  gone  far.  Tie  greatly  feared 
the  Indians.  Passing  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Cumberland  but  a shori 
distance  above  the  town,  he  discovered  a care;  there  he  found  shelter 
and  concealment,  and  llsli  in  the  river. 

Close  ‘^upon  the  beeU  of  this  case  on  the  Ptecords,  are  other  entries 
which  we  must  forbear  to  bring  out  from  their  hiding-place.  But  the 
prosecution  for  otleiices  then  and  there  noticed,  proves  the  prevailing 
moral  and  religious  se)Ltimcnt  of  this  pioneer  people. 

1785.  In  this  year  arrived  the  first  physician  who  aceptired  much 
celebrity  in  the  settlements.  He  had  compounded  certain  pills,  covering 
them  with  mgsterij  and  a coat  of  sugar.  They  bore  his  own  name, 
‘CSappington’s  Ifills.”  So  long  as  he  preserved  the  secret,  they  per- 
formed most  astonishing  cures  and  enjoyed  wonderful  reputation  and 
profitable  sale ; but  when  he  was  induced  to  make  known  the  ingredients 
and  proportions,  they  lost  their  charm,  their  virtue,  their  sale.  ‘‘Good 
old  nurses  had  long  u.-ed  the  same  or  as  good,  and  this  before  the  advent 
of  Doctor  John  Sappington.^' 

Bledsoe’s  lick,  (castalian  springs.) 

This  locality  being  one  of  the  first  settled  in  the  State  west  of  the 
mountains,  and  having  acquired  notoriety  in  early  times  in  ^Middle  T^^n- 
nessee,  deserves  to  be  described  as  in  its  original  condition.  And  we  are 
gratified  to  find  tliat  Judge  Haywood  did  not  overlook  its  peculiarities. 
His  description  may  yet  be  recognized  as  substantially  correct : 

“About  two  hundred  yards  from  the  Lick,  in  a circular  enclosure 
between  the  Lick  and  Spring  Branch,  upon  a level  ground,  is  a wall 
fifteen  to  eighteen  inches  in  height,  with  projecting  angular  elevations  of 
the  same  height  as  the  wall.  Within  it  are  about  sixteen  acres  of  land. 
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In  the  interior  is  a raised  platform  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  feet  above 
the  common  surface,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  wall  to  the  south, 
and  about  fifty  from  the  northern  part  of  it. 

^‘This  platform  is  sixty  yards  in  breadth,  is  level  on  the  top,  and  is,  to 
the  east  of  the  mound  to  which  it  joins,  of  seven  or  eight  feet  higher 
elevation,  or  eighteen  feet  from  the  common  surface,  about  twenty  feet 
square.  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  latter  mound  is  a small  cavity,  indi- 
cating that  steps  were  once  there,  for  the  purpose  of  ascending  from  the 
platform  to  the  top  of  the  mound. 

“In  the  year  17S5  there  grew  on  the  top  of  the  mound  a black  oak 
three  feet  in  diameter.  There  is  no  water  in'  the  circular  enclosure  or 
court.  Upon  the  top  of  the  mound  was  ploughed  up,  some  years  ago,  an 
linage  made  of  sandstone.  On  the  cheek  was  a mark  resembling  a 
wrinkle,  passing  perpendicularly  up  and  down  the  cheek.  On  the 
other  cheek  were  two  similar  marks.  The  breast  was  that  of  a female, 
and  prominent.  The  face  was  turned  obliquely  up  towards  the  heavens. 
The  palms  of  the  hands  were  turned  upwards  before  the  face,  and  at  some 
distance  from  it,  in  the  same  direction  that  the  face  was.  The  knees 
were  drawn  near  together,  and  the  feet,  with  the  toes  towards  the  ground, 
Vfere  separated  wide  enough  to  admit  of  the  body  being  seated  between 
them. 

“ The  attitude  seemed  to  be  that  of  adoration.  The  head  and 
upper  part  of  the  forehead  were  represented  as  covered  with  a cap,  or 
mitre,  or  honiiet,  from  the  lower  part  of  which  came  horizontally  a brim, 
from  the  extremities  of  which  the  cap  extended  upwards  conically. 

“Near  to  this  mound  is  a cave,  which  contained  at  the  time  of  tlie  first 
settlement  of  the  country  a great  number  of  human  skulls,  without  any 
other  appearance  of  human  bones  near  them.  This  mound  is  in  a plain 
of  seventy-five  to  eighty  acres  of  fiat  land,  having  three  sulphur  spring-s. 
It  is  about  two  miles  from  Cragfont,  the  residence  of  General  Win- 
chester. 

“ This  is  the  place  where  Spencer  and  his  friend  Drake  spent  the  winter  • 
of  1779  and  1780.  The  trunk  of  the  tree  which  they  inhabited  during 
this  hard  winter  is  just  visible  above  the  ground.  The  diameter  is 
twelve  feet.  The  mound  measures,  beginning  at  the  north-east  corner, 
running  caiit,  four  and  a half  poles,  to  tho  nortJi-eai^f.  corner ; then  the 
horizontal  projection  from  the  principal  mound,  with  one  pole,  then 
east  eleven  poles  to  the  south-east  corner;  then  west  eleven  poles,  to  the 
original  mound;  thence  with  the  original  mound  west  four  anvl  a half 
poles;  thence  four  and  a half  poles  to  the  north-west  corner  before 
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nientionocl.  The  eloyatioii  to  the  top  of  the  chief  mound  is  two  and  a 
half  poles ; its  diameter  two  poles.  The  declivity  is  an  angle  of  about 

forty-five  degrees. 

entrenchment  and  circiimvallation  enclosing  forty  acres  encircles 
this  mound  and  others  of  lesser  size.  There  is  a cireumvaliatory  parapet 
five  feet  high.  On  this  parapet  are  small  tumuli^  like  towers,  about 
ninety-five  feet  apart. 

‘‘  Other  mounds,  entrenchments,  and  elevations  are  to  be  seen  in  various 
directions.^^ 
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CHAPTEE  Xy. 

1786—1787. 

this  year  the  houmlaries  of  the  settlements  remained  stationary, 
but  the  number  of  inhabitants  increased.”  The  settlers  were  encouraged^ 
to  expect  an  entire  exemption  from  depredations  by  the  Cherokees ; but  in 
this  they  were  destined  to  disappointment,  as  we  shall  see.  “The  Creeks 
were  waging  a deadly  war  against  the  Georgians.”  This  they  had  prose- 
cuted for  the  past  five  or  six  years,  and  their  vengeful  and  marauding 
disposition  could  not  be  wholly  restrained  to  their  side  of  the  Tennessee 
River ; nor  from  crossing  the  territory  of  the  Cherokees  in  order  to  reach 
the  settlers  on  each  side  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain. 

But  the  earliest  acts  of  hostility  experienced  this  year  by  the  citizens 
of  Cumberland,  were  from  the  Cherokees  themselves.  These  were  the 
killing  of  Peter  Barnet  at  a place  below  Clarksville,  on  the  waters  of 
Blooming  Grove ; fed  the  killing  of  David  Steele  and  wounding  of 
AYilliam  Crutcher,  in  that  same  region.  The  Indians  had  left  Crutcher 
badly  wourided,  and  doubtless  as  they  supposed  mortally,  with  an  old 
hunting-knife  sticking  in  his  body ; but  he  revived,  reached  one  of  the 
stations,  and  lived  to  a good  old  age.  “Crutcher  kept  that  knife  many 
years.”  'VVe  suppose  the  Indian  did  the  same  with  his,  which  he  took  in 
exchange.*  These  acts  were  done  within  the  recently  acknowledged 


* It  was  of  this  occurrence  that  Captain  Prince  said  to  Crutcher,  “I  suppose. 
William,  the  Indians  went  upon  the  principle  that  a fair  exchauge  i.s  no  robbery.” 
“I  am  glad,”  said  Crutclier,  “‘he  used  his  old  dull  knife  instead  of  my  lomr  sharp 
one.  I would  not  object  to  the  exchange,  if  he  would  let  me  stick  my  knife  in 
him!”  Crutcher  had  receiveil  two  gunshot  wounds  also,  one  in  his  tide,  the  other 
in  his  thigh  ; from  which  he  fell,  and  the  Indians  rushed  upon  him.-  It  is  to  be 
noticed  that  they  did  not  scalp  him  or  'Mr.  Steele.  As  long  ns  Crutcher  lived  ho 
scrutinized  the  appearance  uf  every  Indian  he  ntet,  an<l  glanced  his  eye  upon  every 
huuting-knife.  But  he  never  recognized  his  man,  or  saw  his  ‘*long  sharp  knife” 
again. 

The  Indians  often  called  the  pioneers,  ‘“Long  Knives.” 
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treaty  limits — proving  liow  little  confidence  vriis  to  be  placed  in  tliese 
treaties  and  concessions.  IIow  salutary  the  measures  of  the  Com- 
missioners ! 

The  history  of  the  next  attack  upon  any  of  these  settlers,  we  condense 
from  Haywood,  from  the  narratives  of  John  Peyton"^  himself,  and  from 
John  Carr.p  This  was  an  attack  made  by  a large  party  of  CTierokees  upon 
John  Peyton,  a surveyor,  Ephraim  and  Thomas  Peyton,  his  brothers, 
Thomas  Pugh,  John  Frazer,  and  Esquire  Grant,  in  the  month  of  February 
of  this  year. 

The  party  of  white  men  having  killed  much  game,  had  camped  for  the 
night  on  a small  island  just  above  the  mouth  of  a creek  which  empties 
into  the  Cumberland  llivor  on  the  north  side,  near  the  line  of  Smith  and 
Jackson  counties,  bctwccii  Carthage  and  'Williamsburg.  The  Indians 
were  sixW  in  number,  under  the  Cherokee  chief,  Hanging  Haw.  The 
party  of  hunters  or  surveyors  were  fatigued,  and  were  lying  upon  the 
ground  around  their  lire,  their  horses  being  fastened  near  by.  It  was 
Sunday  night;  they  had  given  some  part  of  the  evening  tophrying  cards, 
(for  they  had  an  old  ga’easy  pack,  says  Carr.)  Their  dogs  and  horses  guve 
some  intimation  of  danger ; but  the  tired  hunters  concluded  that  wild 
animals — wolves — were  attracted  by  the  meat  in  the  camp,  and  that  there 
could  be  no  other  enemy  near.  Therefore  they  “ chunked  up  their  Sre” 
and  laid  themselves  down  again,  John  Peyton  leaning  on  his  elbow  near 
the  fire,  hissing  on  tlie  dogs.  Suddenly  the  Indians  fired  a volley  upon 
them,  wounding  four  of  the  six  white- men.  ^ 

As  John  Peyton  jumped  to  his  feet,  he  had  the  wisdom  to  throw  his 
blanket  over  the  fire,  thus  to  give  himself  and  party  some  chance  to 
escape  in  the  darkness;  and  0,  how  great  was  that  darkness!  The 
whole  party  fied,  escaping  through  the  Indian  lines.  They  cast  their 
blankets  from  them,  and  eacli  pursued  bis  own  way  through  the  wocnis, 
bare-headed  aud  without  shoes.  They  were  seventy  miles  from  Bleds^^e's 
Station,  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow,  and  yet  each  of  these  men, 
after  several  days’  wand(!ring,  arrived  at  the  station  and  recovered  of 
their  wounds  and  ex])0sure.  John  Peyton  was  shot  through  the  arm 
and  shoulder;  Thomas  Peyton,  through  the  thigh;  Frazier,  through  the 
leg;  and  Grant,  througli  the  knee.  Thus  four  of  the  six  were  wounded. 
It  is  strange  they  wore  not  all  killed  outright ; marvellous  that  they  ever 
reached  home ; and  yet  more  that  they  all  recovered,  and  were  oft  on 


* John  Peyton  filed,  at  his  resi-lence  on  Station  Camp  Creek,  in  Sumner  county, 
in  lS3;i,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

f John  Carr  was  living  in  the  same  county  in  1857 ; died  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 
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onengecl  in  other  Indian  skirmishes.  Ephraim  Pe;yi:on  and  Pugh  escaped 
without  a wound  ; but  Peyton,  by  jum|)ing  down  the  bank  to  cross  the 
creek,  sprained  his  ankle  very  badly,  and  lay  for  some  time  in  agony. 
Crawling  along  on  the  ground,  he  found  a stick  which  answered  the 
purpose  of  a staff  to  support  and  aid  him  in  hobbling  along.  lie  vcas 
several  days  thus  suffering  and  laboring  to  reach  the  white  settlement — 
the  last  one  to  come  in.  All  the  others  had  arrived,  one  at  a time;  each 
reporting  all  the  others  killed.  ^ 

John  Peyton  sent  a message  the  next  year  to  the  Indian  chief  that  he 
might  retain  the  liorses,  blankets,  saddles,  guns,  and  other  articles,  if 
he  would  return  the  compass  and  chain.”  In  reply  the  chief  sent  this  : 

You,  John  Peyton,  ran  away  like  a coward,  and  left  all  your  property; 
and  as  for  your  laml -stealer  ” (the  compass,)  “I  have  broken  tliat  against 
a tree !”  ^ 

The  stream  of  water  where  these  occurrences  took  place  has  ever 
since  been  known  as  “Defeated  Creek.”  These  men  did  not  “give  it  up 
so.”  In  a few  years,  they  with  others  completed  their  surveys  and 
established  locations  there. 

It  becomes  our  duty  to  record  here  the  sad  and  awful  death  of  Colonel 
John  Donelson,  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  Januaiy  of  this  year. 
After  the  attack  made  upon  Gowmr’s  boat  and  Captain  Donelson’s  friends 
ill  Stone’s  river,  near  the  “Clover  Bottom,”  in  the  fall  of  17S0,  Colonel 
Donelson  removed  with  his  family  to  Davis’s  Station  (near  Iiarrod’s)  in 
Kentucky.  A number  of  the  earliest  stationers  on  the  Cumberland 
moved  a-way  at  the  same  time.  During  his  residence  there  in  the  live 
succeeding  years  he  was  much  engaged  in  locating  Virginia  land-claims 
for  himself  and  his  many  acquaintances  in  Virginia;  and  it  is  .stated  that 
he  entered  large  tracts  of  the  rich  and  beautiful  land  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Lexington.  He  was  a practical  surveyor  of  well-e;?tablishcd 
reputation  before  he  removed  to  this  part  of  the  country.  Such  was  the 
estimation  in  which  his  integrity  and  capacity  were  held  in  Virginia,  that 
he  had  been  often  called  to  the  discharge  of  important  trusts.  He  was 
at  one  time  engaged  in  running  the  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina.  He  was  present  at  the  treaty  near  the  Long  Inland  of 
Ilolston,  April,  1777. 

The  information  which  he  there  obtained  in  regard  to  the  land.s  in  the 
Great  Bend  of  Tennessee,  operated  strongly,  in  connection  with  other 
inducements  and  influences,  to  his  expedition,  or  “Adventure,”  as  he  calls 
it,  from  Holston  down  the  Tennessee.  For  further  information  as  to  his 
character  and  public  services,  we  refer  to  the  sketch  of  the  “ Donelson 
Family”  at  the  close  of  this  chapter. 
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Wc  mentioned  the  arrival  at  tlie  settlements,  during  the  last  year,  of  a 
physician. 

4Ye  now  notice  that  gentlemen  of  the  green-bag  are  here  also  : Edward 
Douglas  and  Thomas  Molloy  announced  that  ‘“they  would  practice  law'' 
— in  all  the  courts — in  Davuhon  county.  Heal  saddle-bag  lawyers, 
riding  the  circuit.  The.sc  gentlemen  anticipated  an  iiicrea.se  of  the 
courts — and  doubtless  of  business  \ for  the  Act  authorizing  the  organiz- 
ing of  the  county  of  Sumner  was  now  to  be  put  in  force. 

“Neither  of  these  gentlemen  had  studied  law  as  a science;  but,  being 
of  sound  practical  sense,  and  possessed  of  good  business  talents  and  of 
the  gift  of  the  gab — good  talkers — they  soon  had  clients.  A few  pam- 
phlet laws  of  North  Carolina  were  all  the  law-books  which  were  in  tlie 
country  for  many  years.’' 

The  families  of  these  and  some  others,  being  now  here,  added  much  to 
“good  society  and  sociability!’'  that  is  to  say,  “the  lawyers’  icire-s  did 
this. 

Colonel  Robertson  had  freely  expressed  his  disapprobation,  yea.  indig- 
nation, at  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  and  the  deafness  and  indifference  of 
the  State  and  nation  to  the  cries  of  suffering  from  these  western  people. 
^Yhen  at  the  Assembly  in  November  and  December  last,  he  procured  the 
passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  court  in  Davidson  county  to  call  into 
service  a company  of  men  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements.  He  said 
he  had  summed  up  in  the  Preamble  all  the  arguments  he  intended  to 
urge  in  behalf  of  its  passage,  and  to  leave  the  members  of  Assembly 
without  excuse  for  their  unconcern  and  inaction. 

The  act  was  passed,  reciting  “the  frequent  acts  of  hostility  and  cruelty 
committed  by  the  Indians  on  the  inhabitants  of  Davidson  county,  and 
that  necessity  required  the  taking  of  some  measures  for  their  protection.'' 
Three  hundred  men  were  authorized  to  be  raised,  equipped,  supported  and 
employed,  in  that  county,  and  in  opening  a road  for  emigrants  and  guard- 
ing them  from  Clinch  to  INashville.  As  Haywood  says,  ‘‘'the  indUyitn^a- 
hle  clau.^e'^  was  imserted,  that  the  ‘‘State  Treasury  should  be  taxed  with 
none  of  the  expenses." 

Davidson  county  was  looked  upon  by  the  old  counties  in  the  light  of 
distarit  foreign  territory,  m»t  entitled  even  to  the  benefit  of  'A  prot€ct<-<rate. 
The  several  acts  of  Assembly  which  Colonel  Robertson  and  Colonel 
Bledsoe  at  various  tinie.^  procured  to  be  passed,  virtually  constituted  the 
County  Court  the  head  (»f  government  west  of  the  mountains.  It  was 
a province,  ratlier  than  a emnity.  There  was  a commingling  of  legisla- 
tive and  executive  power  intrusted  to  the  justices.  It  was  no  new 
authority  for  these  men;  they  had,  from  necessity  and  before  the  sane- 
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tion  of  tlie  State  had  beei|  asked  or  given,  assumed  and  exercised  equal 
prerogatives ; and  the  people  had  no  distrust  of  such  men.  They  were 
ideutilied  in  every  measure. 

As  one  act  of  this  Quarter  Sessions  Court,  we  quote  from  their  records 
the  following : 

Whereas,  The  frequent  acts  of  hostility  committed  by  tlie  Indians 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  county  for  a considerable  time  past,  render 
it  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  their  protection : 

4^1.  Be  it  resolved,  That  210  men  shall  be  enlisted  and  formed  into  a 
military  body,  for  the  protection  of  said  inhabitants,  to  rendezvous  at  the 
lov/er  end  of  Clinch  aiountain. 

‘^2.  Every  able-bodied  man  who  shall  enlist  and  fimiislL  himself  with 
a good  rifle  or  smooth-bored  gnn,  one  good  jpicher,  shot-bag,  powder- 
horn,  twelve  good  flints,  1 lb.  good  powder,  2 lbs.  lead-bullets  or  suitable 
shot,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  each  year,  for  his  services,  one  blanket, 
one  good  woollen  or  fur  hat  of  middle  size,  one  pair  of  Luekskin  breeches, 
and  waistcoat,  lined 

Then  a tax  is  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Wdvw\dm\\, 'poijable  in 
specifles : such  as  corn,  pork,  beef,  or  other  provisions. 

These  were  solely  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  Places  were  designated 
as  suitable  for  depots,  and  a 'moneij  tax  was  also  levied,  to  defray  ex- 
penses of  delivery  of  provisions  at  the  stations  for  the  troops. 

Officers  were  allowed  the  same  clothing  as  the  soldiers.  The  Paymas- 
ter could  draw  on  the  sheriff  of  Davidson  for  money  to  buy  powder  and 
lead. 

“ Leather  breeches,  full  of  stitches  ; 

Leather  breeches,  buttoned  on!” 

On  the  10th  of  January,  three  of  the  United  States  Commissioners, 
Hawkins,  Pickens,  and  Martin,  concluded  a treaty  with  Representatives 
of  the  Chickasaw  nation — Piomingo,  head-warrior  and  minister;  IMinga- 
tuska,  one  of  the  great  chiefs,  and  Lato-poia,  the  beloved  man.  Tliese 
Chickasaws  had  gone  to  Hopewell,  in  South  Carolina,  at  the  solicitation 
of  the  United  States  Government,  made  through  Colonel  Robertson  and 
others  who  enjoyed  an  influence  among  that  nation. 

At  this  treaty  the  Chickasaws  accepted  boundaries,  a.s  limits  for 
homes  and  luinting,  which,  so  far  as  these  settlements  are  concerned, 
are  well  represented  in  the  Cherokee  .Map;  they  extended  down  the  Ohio 
and  Mississijtpi  to  the  Choctaw  line.  Land  was  reserved  to  the  United 
States  for  a trading-post  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  Ocochappo,  where  it  empties 
into  the  Tennessee  below  the  Muscle  Shoals. 

This  treaty  was  a confirmation  of  that  which  had  been  made  at*  Nash- 
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ville  in  1783,  by  Donclson  and  Martin,  as  Conignissioncrs  on  the  part  of 
Virginia. 

In  this  year  the  fort  erected  by  Esquire  Jolin  3!organ  on  the  west  side 
of  Bledsoe’s  Creek,  near  the  raoiith  of  ^‘Dry  Fork,”  and  Greenheid  Sta- 
tion, both  upon  beautiful  eniineiiccs,  about  two  and  a half  miles  apart — 
Greenfield  at  the  south-east — were  greatly  extended  and  strengthened. 

The  position  of  self-reliance,  self-defence,  and  independence  v»diich  the 
people  of  Cumberland  were  authorized  by  the  legislation  of  the  State  to 
assume,  and  which,  from  their  natural  and  relative  position,  was  a neces- 
sity, has  been  mentioned.  They  were  not  afraid  to  avow  their  senti- 
ments, to  claim  their  rights,  or  to  exercise  their  powers,  when  occasion 
required.  The  spirit  of  rebellion  or  resistance  to  lawful  authority  was 
never  cherished  or  cultivated  here,  although  it  may  be  seen  throughout 
the  history  of  these  early  settlements  that  there  were  many  and  urgent 
causes  of  discontent,  and  for  a general  uprising  of  the  people. 

The  attributes  of  sovereignty  were  conferred  upon  them  to  a great  ex- 
tent by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  (if  they  needed  that  sanction.) 

The  magistrates  were  authorized  to  levy,  collect,  and  disburse  the 
revenues,  to  raise,  ec[uip,  and  sustain  troops — an  army — to  attend  to 
^‘domestic  and  foreign  relations,”  and  to  many  other  matters  which,  of 
right  and  necessity,  belong  to  a sovereign  and  independent  people. 
Here  there  were  no  political  party  divisions,  no  jealousies  and  contentions 
among  aspirants  to  office.  No  office  had  a salary  which  could  tempt 
cupidity.  No  man  “shirked  or  cowed”  when  danger  threatened  or  duty 
urged.  “To  your  tents,  0 Israeli”  “To  your  stations,  and  to  arms!” 
were  proclamations  which  of  that  day,  or  of  a day  more  ancient,  aroused  the 
hosts  to  arm  and  to  the  defences.  The  men  in  office,  and  the  people 
around  them,  professe<l  a recognition  of  the  rightful  supremacy  of  the 
Stiite.  They  were,  however,  beyond  the  annoyance  of  strangers  sent 
among  them  as  officers  to  lord  it  over  them.”  The  sentiment  of  inde- 
pendence had  full  play,  with  strongest  incentives  for  cultivation.  Acts 
of  tpauny  aided  in  ]danting  this  colony.  Emissaries  of  foreign  govern- 
ments continued  their  annoyances,  and  ingrained  the  principle  of  self- 
government. 

Betvreen  these  stationers  and  the  parent  State  intervened  extensive 
regions  of  mountainous  and  unbroken  forests;  and  the  settlements  of 
their  brethren  on  Ciinch,  Ilolston,  French  Broad,  and  Nolachucka. 
There  they  had  been  driven  by  the  exigencies  of  their  situation,  and  a 
consciousness  of  right,  to  organize  an  independent  government;  and,  in 
honor  of  “the  man  of  letters  and  of  science,”  call  theii  new  political 
association  “The  State  of  Franklin.”  The  convention  which  adopted  a 
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Constitution  for  this  new  State  in  August,  1785,  was  the  result  of  meet- 
ings and  coiisultatious  had  in  the  fore-part  of  that  year  and  in  tlie  fall  of 
1784.  In  the  present  year,  17SG,  there  was  presented  the  exercise  of 
powers  which  utterly  repudiated  and  defied  the  authority  of  the  parent 
State.  Judges  commissioned  by  the  State  of  Franklin  held  Courts  twice 
a year  at  Jonesboroiigh,  and  Judges  holding  like  judicial  powers  from 
North  Carolina  opened  their  Courts  at  Buffalo,  ten  miles  dista'nt. 

This  confiict  of  authority  and  the  conflict  of  persons,  arising  from 
political  and  individual  preferences,  belong  to  the  history  of  men  and 
times  on  that,  rather  than  on  this  side  of  the  mountain.  Yet  it  seemed 
proper  to  refer  to  these  events  occurring  at  this  date,  as  tliey  affected  very 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  Cumberlanders ; and  evidently  so  engrossed 
the  attention  of  the  State,  that  less  care  or  concern  were  felt  for  these 
more  distant  pioneers.  There  was  here  a strong  sympathy  with  the 
“Frankliiiites.’’  Sevier  and  llobertson  were  never  divided. 

Ills  Indian  wars  kept  at  bay  the  savages,  or  were  fought  for  the  relief 
of  these  settlers,  as  well  as  for  his  more  immediate  neighbors.  He  and 
his  adherents  had  avowed  and  shown  a sympathy  and  service  for  these 
western  people,  more  decided  and  beneficial  than  any  which  had  ever 
been  manifested  by  the  State  itself.  And  there  was  not  one  man  or 
family  on  the  Cumberland  who  would  not  have  appealed  sooner  to  G eneral 
Sevier  and  the  authorities  of  Franklin,  than  to  any  of  the  powers  of 
North  Carolina.  If,  in  East  Tennessee,  General  Sevier  was  pursued  by 
a man  of  Belial,  the  son  of  Bichri,’^  stealing  the  hearts  of  the  people  by 
plausible  ’ excuses,  they,  like  Israel,  returned  to  their  first  love  and 
loyalty;  and  rejoiced  to  make  ‘^Cliucka  Jack’’  First  Governor  and  Chief 
Ruler  of  Tennessee.  General  Robertson  encountered  diificulties,  had  his 
opponents,  and  a few  secret  revilers,  but  never  any  strong  array  of  bitter 
enmity,  or  jealous,  interested  aspiration.  We  cannot  believe  the  fiercest 
foe  or  most  rabid  reviler  of  either  of  these  men  ever  suspected  them  of  a 
towering  ambition  for  the  sake  of  the  salaries  they  received.  They  un- 
questionably expended  a thousand-fold  more  than  they  received,  A 
year’s  pay  then  was  much  short  of  a quarter’s  salary  now,  and  the  labors 
less  divided.  Who  now  could  pay  house-rent  with  Governor  Sevier’s 
salary  ? 

In  August  of  this  year  the  first  uieeting  was  held  to  organize  a Board 
of  Trustees  for  “‘Davidson  Academy.”  The  Trustees  resolved  at  once  to 
put  a subscription  paper  in  circulation,  to  obtain  means  wherewith  to 
erect  a building  and  to  endow  the  institution.  They  ailopted  a form  of 
subscription  with  a special  clause  for  donations  in  iamh.  And  thus  the 
Academy,  College,  and  University  of  Nashville  received  several  tracts, 
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in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  now  included  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Nashville. 

By  Act  of  Assembly  passed  this  year  the  county  of  Davidson  was 
divided,  and  the  county  of  Sumner  authorized  to  be  organized.  This 
name  was  given  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  Brigadier-General  Jethro 
Sumner,  of  the  North  Carolina  line  during  the  Bevolutionary  war. 
There  are  rich  lands,  highly  improved  farms,  elegant  dwellings,  intelli- 
gent, hospitable,  thrifty  fanners,  and  choice  society,  in  this  county. 
Very  great  attention  has  been  given  to  stock-raising.  The  reputation  of 
the  county  for  superior  horses,  mules,  and  neat  cattle,  has  extended  far 
and  wide.  Here  the  first  crops  of  tobacco  planted  on  the  Cumberland 
were  secured.  “A  Tohacco  Inspection’^  was  early  established  at  Cairo, 
- in  this  county,  and  large  .sliipmcnts  have  been  made  from  that  Landing.” 
Gallatin,  the  county  seat,  is  situated  on  a branch  of  Station  Camp 
Creek,  having  a pleasant,  gently  undulating  surface,  with  streets  of  good 
width,  a handsome  Court-house,  several  convenient  churches,  and  other 
public  buildings.  The  surrounding  country  is  rich  and  beautiful.* 

* Extracts  from  first  Recoru.s. — 1787.  Eight  Justices  met  10th  April;  ap- 
pointed David  Shelby  Clerk,  Martin  Hardin  Junior  Sheriff. 

October.  Ordered  that  corn  be  received  for  taxes  at  two  shillings  and  eight-pence 
per  bushel;  good  fat  bear  meat,  if  delivered  where  troops  are  stationed,  four- 
pence  per  pound;  prime  buffalo  beef,  three-pence;  good  venison,  if  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  nine-pence;  bacon,  nine-pence;  dried  beef,  six-pence ; salt,  two  shil- 
lings four-pence  per  pound. 

“Our  army  swore  terribly  in  Flanders!”  Judging  from  the  number  of  fines 
^ imposed  for  profanity  and  Sabbath-breaking,  some  Flemish  soldiers  were  here. 

“State  'I  For  stealing  a pair  of  leather  leggins.  Proof  taken;  juilg- 
va.  > ment  passed  that  he  be  reprimanded^  and  acquitted  on  paying 

Bazil  Fry.  ) costs.” 

“The  Grand  Jurors  present  Joshua  Baldwin  for  altering  his  name  to  Joshua 
Campbell,  and  Ephraim  Peyton,  for  taking  away,  bg  force,  a mare  from  Joshua.” 

Tavern  Rates  established  by  Court:  One  half-pint  of  whiskey,  such  as  will  sink 
tallow,  two  shillings;  bowl  of  toddy,  made  with  loaf-sugar  and  whiskey,  three 
shillings  and  six-pence;  one  (piart  bowl  punch,  with  fruit,  ten  shillings;  dinner 
and  grog,  four  shillings  and  .‘^ix-pence. 

Jan.  12,  1789:  Arnirew  Jackson  admitted  attornev-at-law. 

TVhen  General  Jackson  became  candidate  for  President,  it  was  published  to  the 
world  that  he  spelled  all  correct  “ Oil  Aorrect,”  and  the  0.  K.  are  familiar  to  every- 
body. 

We  were  startled  to  read  the  following  record: 

Wednesday,  6th  (>ct.,  1790:  (’ourt  met  according  to  adjournment.  Andrew 
Jackson,  E-iq.,  proved  a bill  of  sale  trom  Hugh  MoGary  to  Gasper  Mansker  for  a 
negro  man.  which  was  0.  K.”  These  are  the  exact  capital  letters.  We  find 
another  instance  of  this  abbreviation,  and  two  where  the  letters  seem  to  be  0.  R. 
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CHAPTER  XYI. 

1787. 

t 

We  have  mentioned  tluit  a new  county  was  authorized  to  be  established 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  in  the  year  past.  It  is  bounded  north  by 
Kentucky,  east  by  Smith  county,  south  by  Wilson  county,  the  south 
bank  of  tliO'  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  west  by  Robertson  and  Davidson. 
It  was  reduced  to  these  limits  in  1790.  The  lands  are  rich  and  fertile. 
The  principal  streams  are  Goose,  Bledsoe,  Station  Camp,  Drake,  and 
Mansker.  Celebrated  springs  : Tyree  and  Bledsoe  or  Castalian. 

On  the  second  Monday  in  April  of  this  year,  the  persons  who  were 
appointed  as  Magistrates  assembled  at  the  house  of  John  Hamilton  to 
organize  a County  Court.  They  were  “General  Daniel  Smith,  3Iajor 
David  Mulson,  Major  George  Manchester,  Isaac  Lindsey,  M’iiliam  Hall, 
John  Hardin,  and  Joseph  Keykendall,  Esqrs.’^  The  Clerkship  was  con- 
ferred upon  David  Shelby,  who  continued  in  office  to  the  day  of  his 
death;  a good  clerk  and  worthy  man.  To  this  already  highly  respect- 
able tribunal  there  were  soon  added  Colonels  Isaac  Bledsoe  and  Edward 
Douglas.  And  thus  there  were  associated  in  this  Court,  men  of  edu- 
cation, sound  judgment,  good  morals,  and  of  great  influence  in  the  com- 
miinity.  The  commendation  bestowed  upon  these  gentlemen  was,  that 
most  of  them  could  worthily  fill  the  office  of  Governor  or  Chief  Justice; 
“fit  for  a Lord  Chief  Justice  or  the  Governor-General.”  In  those  da\'s 
no  man  held  an  office  as  a mere  sinecure,  nor  solely  for  sake  of  the  pay. 

Each  of  these  persons  is  entitled  to  some  more  extendeil  notice  or 
memoir  than  we  can  now  bestow.  They  were  connected  with  the  civil 
and  military  affairs  of  the  Cumberland  settlements,  but  intimately  with 
those  of  the  county  of  Sumner,  and  deserve  most  honorable  mention  in 
the  history  of  our  “Early  Times.” 

M^^itli  men  of  sucli  capacity  and  character  at  the  head  of  affairs  in 
Sumner  and  Davidson,  the  people  seemed  rea.'^onahly  to  have  expected 
quiet  and  prosperity.  Inasmuch  as  these  men  could  promote  and  secure 
such  results,  they  wore  attained.  The  hearts  of  the  people  were  with 
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them.  They  were  wortliy  of  all  confidence  and  esteem.  But  there  were 
hearts  and  hands  which  none  of  them  could  influence  or  control : hearts 
full  of  all  mischief;  hands  holding  the  deadly  rifle,  the  hatchet,  and  the 
knife,  and  which  spared  neither  men,  women,  nor  children. 

“And  now  the  thickened  sky 
Like  a diirk  ceiling  stood.” 

The  remark  with  which  Judge  Haywood  opens  his  record  of  the  events 
of  this  year,  is  worthy  of  quotation  as  an  introduction.  It  is  the  third 
time  he  has  used  it,  and  justifies  our  appropriation  of  it.  ‘Hn  this  year 
the  settlements  w'ere  not  extended,  but  continued  as  they  had  beeu  for 
some  time,  except  towar<ls  Bed  Biver,  where  they  considerably  expanded.” 

This  expansion  of  settlements  consisted  chiefly  of  emigrants  who  had 
recently  arrived.  They  selected  lands,  and  commenced  with  great  ear- 
nestness and  vigor  to  deaden  the  trees,  clear  their  lands,  and  erect  their 
log-houses.  They  were  advised  by  the  earlier  stationers”  not  to  delay 
the  construction  of  a fort  at  some  suitable  central  point. 

The  expectation  whioli  some  may  have  indulged,  that  by  reason  of 
their  remote  position  upon  Bed  Biver,  being  out  of  the  usual  range  of 
the  savages,  their  new  settlement  would  not  be  discovered  or  be  dis- 
turbed, was  soon  to  be  disappointed.  They  were  not  long  hidden  or 
secure.  The  cup  of  bitterness  of  which  others  had  tasted  was  to  be  com- 
mended to  their  lips ; tliey  were  to  share  in  the  afflictions  of  their 
brethren.  As  these  new  settlers  sought  homes  here,  and  hoped  to  enjoy 
the  quiet  of  their  homes,  under  the  shelter  or  in  union  with  the  older 
stations  and  settlements,  they  w'cre  required,  and  readily  assented,  to  enroll 
themselves  as  ^‘fellow-citizens  and  fellow-soldiers.” 

3Iuch  of  the  time  and  means  of  the  people  of  Cumberland  was  re- 
quired in  providing  provisions  and  forage  for  ‘Hhe  troops.”  But  the 
defences  at  the  various  stations  demanded  strengthening;  and  yet,  such 
was  the  anxiety  of  each  individual  to  ‘Cocate”  and  establish  for  himself 
and  family  a home,  that  tliere  was  often  manifested  a reluctance  to  “spare 
the  time”  which  was  asked  by  public  officers  to  enlarge  the  enclosures, 
erect  palisades,  and  clear  away  the  trees  and  undergrowth  near  the  forts. 
New  emigrants  could  not  at  first  appreciate  the  importance  of  removing 
trees,  stumps,  and  brush  from  around  their  fort  and  huts.  The  Indian 
guns  seldom  harmed  any  ime  at  “long  shot,”  but  where  they  could  avail 
themselves  of  any  shelter,  they  would  go  “upon  all-fours,”  et 

manibus,  or  like  the  snake,  and  thus  approach  near  enough  to  wound  or 
kill. 

The  troops  and  the  volunteers  had  much  to  do  in  the  course  of  this 
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year^  pursuing  and  chastising  the  enemy.  The  largest  and  best  organized 
forces  for  such  purposes  were  now  assem-bled  and  armed  wliich  liad  ever 
been  called  into  service  in  these  settlements.  All  ‘^able-bodied  men’' 
were  regarded  as  soldiers,  liable  to  be  called  into  service  at  a inomeur’s 
warning.  And  few,  indeed,  were  the  aged  or  crippled  who  were  desirous 
or  willing  to  be  “^exempt.'’’  Several  warlike  expeditions  were  undertaken, 
and  others  contemplated,  but  not  prosecuted,  during  this  year. 

The  Cumberlanders  hitherto  had  been  ably  represented  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina.  Colonel  Kobertson  and  Colonel  Bledsoe  veere 
the  worthy  and  well-qualified  representatives,  but  in  the  fall  of  this  year 
David  Hays  is  sent  iti  place  of  Colonel  Bledsoe.  A journey  from  Nm-h- 
borough  to  Tarborough  in  those  days  was  like  the  crossing  of  the  con- 
tinent : 

“ It  was  through  the  woods  most  all  the  way, 

Midst  perils  at  night  and  perils  by  day, 

^ And  ‘over  the  hills  and  far  away.’ 

They  went  on  bravely,  but  not  to  stay ; 

They  spoke  out  plainly  what  they  had  to  say, 

Then  hastened  back  the  same  wild  way, 

Eight  ‘over  the  hills  and  far  away.’” 

The  delegates  from  Davidson  (Robertson  and  Hays)  made  a solemn 
statement  of  the  suffering's  of  their  constituents,  wLich  they  presented  to 
the  General  Assembly  at  Tarborough.  They  say : 

‘‘The  inhabitants  of  the  western  country  are  greatly  distres.>ed  by  a 
constant  war  that  is  carried  on  against  them  by  parties  of  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees,  and  some  of  the  western  Indians ; that  some  of  their  horses  wore 
daily  carried  off"  secretly  or  by  force,  and  that  their  own  lives  are  in 
danger  whenever  they  lose  sight  of  a station  or  stockade;  that  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year  thirty-three  of  their  fellow-citizciis  had  been 
killed  by  those  Indians,  (a  list  of  whose  names  they  annex,)  and  as  many 
more  had  been  wounded ; that  by  original  letters  or  talLs  from  the 
Chichasaw  Nation,  which  they  submitted  to  the  Assembly,  it  appeared 
that  they  were  uneasy  or  jealous  lest  encroachments  should  be  made  on 
their  hunting-grounds ; and  that  unless  some  assurances  were  given  them 
that  their  lands  should  not  be  located,  there  was  reason  to  a{)prehend  that 
they  .shortly  would  be  as  hostile  as  the  Creeks  ami  Cherokees  ; that  these 
counties  have  been  settled  at  great  expense  and  personal  danger  to  the 
memorialists  and  their  constituents,  and  that  by  such  settlements  the  ad- 
jacent lands  were  increa.sed  in  value,  by  which  means  the  public  has 
been  enabled  to  sink  a considerable  part  of  the  domestic  debt. 

“ They  and  their  constituents”  (say  these  worthy  representatives)  “ have 
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cheerfully  endured  the  almost  unconquerable  difficulties  in  settling  the 
western  country,  in  full  conOdeuce  that  they  should  be  enabled  to 
send  jrroduce  to  market  through  the  rivers  which  water  the  country; 
but  now  we  have  the  mortification  not  only  to  be  excluded  from  that 
channel  of  commerce  by  a foreign  nation,  but  the  Indians  are  rendered 
more  hostile^  through  the  injlaence  of  that  very  nation f (Spain.)  “with 
a view  to  drive  them  f/-om  the  country,  as  they  claim  the  whole  of  the 
soil ! 

“AYe  call  upon  the  humanity  and  justice  of  the  State  to  prevent  any 
further  massacres  and  depredations  of  ourselves  and  our  constituents ; and 
we  claim  from  the  Legislature  that  protection  of  life  and  property  wdiich 
is  due  to  every  citizen,  and  recommend,  as  the  most  safe  and  convenient 
means  of  relief,  the  a'loption  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  of  26th 
October  last;'’  (that  the  States  which  owned  western  lands  cede  them  to 
the  United  States.)  ' 

This  was  a well-considered  paper.  In  the  preparation  of  it  AYilliam 
Blount,  Esq.,  assisted.  The  plain  allusion  to  Spanish  influence  is  worthy 
of  notice,  and  proves  that  these  men  were  not  afraid  to  place  on  record 
in  a formal  public  document  a bold  assertion,  charging  Spain  with  the 
instigation  of  tliese  cruel  murders,  whilst  the  high  officers  of  State  and 
Commissioners  in  correspondence  and  negotiation  with  Spain  seemed  to 
ignore  these  deeds  of  cruelty,  and  some  even  of  them  to  charge  all  the 
provoeatioji  and  wrong-doing  upon  the  western  settlers. 

Colonel  Hay.s,  by  marriage,  was  connected  with  the  family  of  Colonel 
Donelson.  lie  was  an  admirer  of  Washington,  the  personal  and  political 
friend  of  Generals  Sevier  and  Robertson,  and  an  unswerving  advocate  for 
the  Union  of  the  States.  He  erected  his  station  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Cumberland  River,  and  called  it  “ Fort  Union.”  The  stationers  there 
were  entitled  to  one  member  in  the  tribunal  of  Notables.  The  town  of 
Ilaysboro'  had  a very  limited  existence,  but  the  name  and  merits  of  Col. 
Hays  should  not  be  lightly  esteemed  by  any  persons  who  consider  the 
worth  and  services  of  pioneer  settlers. 

We  must  make  mention  of  some  of  these  Indian  outrages,  and  of  the 
acts  of  retaliation  by  the  whites.  AYe  condense  from  Haywood  : 

“They  killed  old  man  Priee  and  his  wife,  and  chopped  the  children^ 
These  are  the  Judge's  expressive  and  descriptive  words.  This  wms  at 
Hendrick’s  Station,  on  Station  Camp  Creek.  The  savages  seemed  to 
take  pleasure  in  inaiiLdimr  the  bodies  of  their  victims.  Near  the  same 
time  and  place  they  killed  a boy  named  Baird,  and  “split  and  scalped 
him,”  At  a short  distanee  above  Bledsoe’s  Lick  they  killed  AYilliam  Hall 
and  his  son,  and  another  person.  The  mangled  and  bloody  bodies  of 
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these  men  were  brought  into  Bledsoe’s  Station,  and  laid  upon  the  floor  in 
the  presence  of  three  pregnant  women,  whose  after-born  children  were 
marked,  one  as  if  a bullet  had  been  shot  through  the  head,  and  the 
two  others  upon  the  backs  of  their  necks  with  red  streaks,  as  of  blood 
streaming  dowm  from  “scalped  heads, 

At  a few  miles  to  the  north,  John  Allen  was  attacked,  shot  through 
the  body,  but  escaped,  and  recovered.  He  “tucked  a portion  of  his 
sliirt  in  the  wound,  and  thus  staunched  the  blood. The  next  victims 
were  old  3Ir.  3Iorgan  and  3Iontgoniery’s  son,  on  Drake’s  Creek. 

Two  companies  started  in  immediate  search  and  pursuit  of  the  Indians. 
Ca})tain  George  Winchester  was  in  command  of  one,  and  William  3Iartin 
of  the  other.  As  these  tvro  parties  were  hunting  for  the  enemj',  and 
skulking  through  the  cane,  they  suddenly  approached  each  other,  when 
some  of  Captain  Winchester’s  men  fired,  and  killed  young  Ridley,  in 
Martin’s  company.  This  was  done  under  the  belief  that  Ridley  was  an 
Indian.  Thfs  sad  event  induced  the  men  of  both  parties  to  abandon  the 
pursuit  of  the  savages.  Seldom,  indeed,  did  a troop  of  wddte  men  suc- 
cessfully search  out  a solitary  Indian,  or  a half-dozen  of  them,  in  cane- 
brakes.  These  children  of  the  forest  had  learned  the  noiseless  tread  of 
the  wild-cat,  and  the  art  of  concealment  of  the  fox. 

In  3Iay  they  came  close  to  the  residence  of  Colonel  Robertson,  on 
Richland  Creek,  and  shot  Mark  Robertson,  a brother  of  the  Colonel. 
From  the  broken  cane  and  blood  upon  the  bushes,  it  was  evident  that 
Robertson  had  contended  long  and  fiercely  with  his  foes,  ere  he  yielded 
to  their  tomahawks  and  knives.  The  Indians  who  had  committed  the  late 
outrages  were  believed  to  have  come  from  the  west  side  of  Tennessee, 
and  below  the  3Iuscle  Shoals. 

THE  TOKA  OR  COLD  WATER  EXPEDITION. 

The  settlers  determined  to  endure  these  cruelties  no  longer.  The  war 
must  be  carried  into  the  enemy’s  country.  So  many  of  the  murders 
which  had  been  committed  could  be  traced  to  Indians  living  near  the 
Muscle  Shoals,  that  Colonel  Robertson  sought  information  a.s  to  the 
location  of  their  town,  its  number  of  people,  and  the  best  route  by  which 
an  invasion  and  an  attack  could  be  made.  There  was  no  white  man  among 
the  stationers  who  had  ever  traversed  the  intervening  forest  for  half  the 
distance.  But  two  friendly  Chickasaws,  one  known  by  the  name  of 
Taka,  soon  came  to  Colonel  Robertson,  furnished  the  desired  information, 
and  oflfered  themselves  :is  guides.  Their  services  were  readily  accepted, 
and  preparations  were  made  for  the  march.  Men  were  mu.-^tered,  guns 
examined,  powder-horns  filled,  and  bullets  run.  “Jerked  venison”  and 
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Other  dried  meats,  and  parched  and  pounded  corn,  were  in  the  knapsacks 
for  food.  A few  floats  or  boats  of  raw  hides  were  constructed  for  the 
transportation  of  arms  and  iudiflercnt  swimmers  across  the  Tennessee 
River.  Such  were  the  preparations  for  the  expedition  by  land.  Colonel 
Robertson  was  in  command  of  these  troops.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert 
Hays  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Ford  acted  under  Colonel  Robertson. 
This  force  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  well  chosen  and 
well  armed  for  that  day.  The  Chickasaws  had  given  information  that 
there  were  usually  to  be  found  canoes  belonging  to  the  Indians,  some  of 
which  would  probably  be  found  near  the  point  to  which  they  designed  to 
conduct  ^^the  army.’' 

Rut  it  was  also  deemed  advisable  to  send  some  boats  around  with  a 
supply  of  provisions.  These  boats  were  to  ascend  at  least  to  a ^‘crossing- 
place”  belonging  to  the  Chickasaws,  (well  known  to  this  day  as  Colbert’s 
FeiTy.)  If  the  land  force  found  too  great  difiiculty  in  crossing  the  river 
where  they  should  reaeli  its  banks,  they  could  march  down  to  this  cross- 
ing-place, and  there  be  ferried  over  by  their  own  boats.  And  if  in  any 
attack  upon  the  Indians  some  of  the  whites  should  be  disabled  so  that 
they  could  not  march,  the  boats  would  be  used  to  transport  them  back  to 
the  settlements.  This  river  expedition  was  placed  under  the  command 
of  David  Hay  as  principal  oflicer.  Moses  Shelby  was  in  command  of  one 
of  the  boats.  These  boats  were  well  manned  ; good  oars  and  poles  were 
supplied,  so  that  by  rowing  and  punting  it  was  calculated  that  they 
could  reach  the  point  of  destination,  by  the  long  water  route,  as  soon  as 
the  laud  force  could  make  its  way  through  the  cane-brakes. 

The  ‘H^deet,”  under  command  of  “Commodore  Hay,”  consisted  of  three 
vessels.  “Admind  Hay,”  as  Rains  used  to  call  him,  hoisted  his  fiagstufl' 
upon  the  good  ship  bearing  the  Spanish  name  of  “Piragua,”  commonly 
and  familiarly  calle<l  “The  IMrogue.”  The  two  other  vessels  were  of 
less  magnificent  proportioms,  and  bore  Indian  names,  the  “ canoes.” 

Having  seen  the  naval  armament  depart,  Colonel  Robertson  was  ready 
tJ  march.  Most  of  the  troops  had  been  mustered  into  service  at  the 
residence  of  Colonel  llobert.^on,  and  thence  marched  into  town  or  to  the 
Bluff,  where  the  “ formidable  body  made  a grand  display.”  Such  a 
military  parade  had  never  been  witnessed  upon  the  banks  of  the  Cumber- 
land. The  women  and  children  from  Eaton  and  Freeland  were  there. 
A srreat  shaking  of  hamls  took  place;  brief  JareweUs  were  uttered; 
fathers  and  husbands  leaving  a parting  blessing  and  injunction:  “Take 
care  of  yourselves  and  ul  the  cattle  : keep  a sharp  look-out  till  we  re- 
turn I”  “Eyes  right,  quick  is  the  word,”  said  Colonel  Robertson,  aud 
they  were  soon  out  of  sight. 
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“Peace  13  despaired, 

For  Trho  can  lliiiilc  submission!  .■ 

War,  tl'.eii,  war, 

Open  or  understood,  mast  be  resolved!” 

The  march  of  tliis  “army’^  is  described  by  Haywood.  The  route  pur- 
sued was,  necessarily,  very  circuitous  : ‘‘  By  tlie  mouth  of  Little  Harpeth  ; 
mouth  of  Turnbull’s  Creek;  theuce  up  the  same  to  its  head';  thence  to 
Lick  Creek  of  Buck  River,  down  Lick  Creek  eight  or  ten  miles,  leaving 
the  creek  to  the  right  hand  ; thence  to  an  old  Uck  as  large  as  a cornfield ! 
thence  to  the  head  of  Swan  Creek;  thence  to  Blue  Water  Creek,  which 
empties  into  the  Tennessee  a mile  and  a half  above  the  lower  end  of  the 
Muscle  Shoals.” 

Truly,  as  Parson  Craighead  said  about  the  soldiers  of  the  cross,  these 
soldiers  “were  led  in  a way  they  kiiev/  not,  and  by  paths  they  had  noi 
known.”  Indeed,  it  was  the  instruction  to  the  guides  to  avoid  the 
usual  routes  of  the  Indians.  And  thus  had  they  safely  arrived  near  the 
mouth  of  Blue  Water,  and  in  hearing  of  the  rapids  of  the  Tennessee. 

They  encamped  some  miles  distant,  but  within  sound  of  the  falls  or 
shoals,  in  the  evening,  idlest  of  the  men  were  very  anxious  to  have  a 
view  of  these  rapids,  of  which  they  had  heard  some  marvellous  accounts. 
As  they  were  sitting  around  their  camp-fires,  many  iiif[uiries  were  made 
of  some  of  the  men  who  descended  the  Tennessee  and  crossed  over  these 
shoals  with  Colonel  Donelson  and  his  party  of  emigrants,  on  Sunday,  12th 
March,  17S0.  The  story  of  the  good  ship  “Adventure”  was  rehearsed, 
commencing  with  the  departure  from  the  Long  Island  of  Ilolston  to  the 
arrival  at  the  French  Salt  Lick.  The  various  perils,  sufieringns,  and 
escapes,  the  firing  of  the  Indians  upon  them,  and  the  misery  and  deaths 
caused  by  the  savages,  were  recounted  without  the  least  abatement. 
They  were  fired  upon  when  near  these  shoals,  and  probably  by  some  of 
the  very  Indians  who  lived  at  the  town  which  the  army  designed  to 
attack.  These  navigators  declared  that  the  descent  of  the  fieet  across 
these  long  rapids  was  a most  perilous  “running  of  the  gauntlet,'’  and  one 
of  the  most  marvellous  escapes  that  had  ever  been  known.  The  savages 
were  shooting  at  them  from  the  shores ; it  was  cruel  death  to  land  on 
either  shore  ; the  awful  rapids  were  before  them;  they  must  go  forwmrd, 
trusting  in  Providence  to  preserve  them.  The  waters  were  at  an  un- 
usually high  tide,  and  they  passed  in  safety.  “Xo  thanks  to  the 
Indians,”  said  Cartwright;  “vritli much  cause  to  tliank  Providence.” 

The  Chickasaw  guides  had  described  the  situation  of  the  Indian  town 
near  the  great  Cave  Spring,  the  Indian  name  for  whicli  signified  “Cold 
Water.”  The  citizens  of  the  beautiful  town  of  Tuscumbia,  Alabama, 
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now  obtain  their  supplies  of  pure,  fresh,  and  cold  water  from  this  spring 
It  flows  from  beneath  a bluff  of  limestone — a beautiful  little  river  as  it 
gushes  forth. 

The  Indian  village  was  on  the  w'est  side,  at  a short  distance  from  this 
glorious  fountain  of  cold  v-'ater.  The  country  is  level  or  gently  undu- 
lating; the  lands  are  rich,  and  were  covered  with  heavy  cane.  It  is  a 
lovely  portion  of  the  charming  valley  of  the  great  Tennessee.  Creeks 
and  Cherokees  occupied  the  wilds  upon  that  side  of  this  broad  river. 
The  Indians  who  resided  at  this  town  w'ere  mostly  Creeks.  Adventurous 
Frenchmen  kept  up  some  traffic  here.  From  these  traders  the  savages 
received  their  supplies  of  firc-vvatef,’'  of  arms,  and  ammunition;  and 
there  had  been  intimations,  through  the  Chickasaws,  that  these  very 
traders  encouraged  the  dc}>redations  upon  the  Cumberland  settlements. 
This  w'as  the  town  and  these  the  enemies  which  ^‘the  army”  had  thus  far 
marched  with  intention  to  destroy. 

The  c|uestion  of  difficulty  now  wms,  how  to  cross  the  river.  They 
must  do  so,  and  not  cause  alarm ; they  must  do  so,  and  keep  their 
powder  dry;  they  must  do  .so  with  their  horses.  Yarious  plans  were 
adopted  or  hud  in  contemplation.  The  floats  of  hide  were  unpacked,  and 
anxiety  expressed  fur  the  morning’s  dawn.  Beftre  the  break  of  day  they 
learned  that  it  would  require  hours  of  travel  through  the  cane  before 
they  could  reach  the  river.  Toka  had  given  intimation  that  one  or 
more  canoes  wmuld  probab’^'  be  discovered  “at  a certain  out-of-the-wmy 
place.” 

By  information  from  one  of  the  parties  of  scouts  which  returned  to 
camp  at  midnight,  it  wuis  ascertained  that  the  river  was  at  too  great  a 
distance  fir  them  to  reach  it  and  return  before  the  break  of  day.  The 
Indian  guide  now  declared  that  the  encampment  must  be  eight  or  ten 
miles  from  the  .'>hoals-;  and  yet  they  said  that  the  roaring  of  the  falls  wurs 
distinctly  heard,  the  night  was  so  very  calm,  with  a cool  air  and  clear 
starlight 

At  earliest  dawn  the  troops  were  mounted  and  on  the  march.  The 
same  course  was  pursued  as  on  the  day  previous.  At  midday  they  came 
to  the  banks  of  tlie  river.  Here  they  sought  concealment  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  t'ueh  wa.s  the  position  of  the  main  body.  ‘A  few 
experienced  spies  were  sent  to  examine  a plain  path,  which  Toka  said  led 
to  a crossing-place  not  fur  (»ff.  They  wore  ordered  to  watch  both  banks 
of  the  river,  and  discover  wluuher  the  enemy  Avere  alarmed,  or  making 
preparations  to  obstruct  a passage  of  the  river. 

This  party  discovered  some  Tndian.s  on  the  opposite  bank,  apparently 
looking  for  the  approach  of  the  army.  These  spies  “lay  close.”  They 
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had  found  a secure  hiding-place  in  the  cane  and  bush,  and  from  this  con- 
cealment they  narrowly  watched  the  path,  the  crossing,  and  the  enemy. 
These  Indians  were  spies;  such,  at  least,  was  the  conclusion  of  the  whites, 
who  noticed  that  in  approaching  the  river  they  advanced  with  great 
caution,  slowly,  with  stooping  posture,  and  from  tree  to  tree.  At  length 
they  -waded  across  to  an  island,  which  was  near  their  side  of  the  river. 
After  having  continued  their  cautious  movements  for  some  time,  they 
entered  into  an  old  canoe,  pushed  it  from  the  shore,  and  near  to  the 
middle  of  the  river. 

The  wliites  had  resolved  not  to  Sre  upon  them.,  unless  they  should  land 
so  near  their  ambush  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  kill  them  in  self-defence, 
or  to  avoid  exposure.  When  the  Indians  ceased  to  propel  their  canoe 
any  farther,  they  plunged  into  the  water,  washed  and  amused  themselves 
for  some  time  as  swimmers,  and  then  paddled  the  canoe  back  to  its 
former  landing,  and  soon  disappeared. 

The  white  men  had  discovered  some  cabins  on  the  southern  bank,  but 
saw  no  person,  or  animal,  or  fowl,  anywhere  around  them;  they  were, 
therefore,  satisfied  that  they  had  been  deserted.  And  now  whether  this 
abandonment  of  these  cabins  was  caused  by  information  or  apprehension 
of  an  invasion  was  an  inquiry  of  some  importance.  If  they  knew  that 
Colonel  Eobertson  was  approaching,  or  now  encamped  near  this  crossing- 
place,  would  they  not  attack  him  and  his  men  as  they  should  attempt  to 
land ; or  would  they  not  abandon  their  town,  and  thus  disappoint  the 
invaders  of  any  achievement  worthy  of  so  long,  tedious,  and  expensive  a 
march  ? 

Colonel  Eobertson  had  ordered  his  favorite  scout,  Captain  Eains,  with 
a squad  of  fifteen  men,  to  go  up  the  river.  If  he  discovered  an  Indian, 
he  must  capture  him  alive,  if  possible.  If  they  found  any  canoes  or  a 
crossing-place,  immediate  report  must  be  made  to  head-quarters.  The 
utmost  caution  was  enjoined.  Captain  Eains  moved  towards  the  mouth 
of  thp  Blue  Water,  but  had  made  no  discoveries.  He  had  not  seen  an 
animal,  or  heard  even  the  crowing  of  a cock,  or  the  barkimr  of  a dog. 
There  could  be  no  Indian  settlements  in  that  direction.  About  sunset 
Captain  Eains  received  orders  to  hasten  back  to  the  main  body. 

From  the  report  of  the  six  or  seven  spies  who  had  watehed  on  the 
river’s  brink,  and  who  had  observed  the  Indians  bathing.  Colonel  Ilobert- 
son  Wius  resolved  to  attempt  to  cross  the  river  at  that  point,  or  near  it. 
Those  spies  proposed  to  swim  the  river  and  bring  ov('r  the  same  canoe 
which  had  been  used  by  the  Indians.  They  pledged  themselves  to  fur- 
nish that  boat  to  aid  in  conveying  the  troops  across.  Every  man  was 
convinced  that  their  presence  could  not  be  kept  from  the  knowledge  of 
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the  Indians  anotlier  day.  Colonel  Robertson  issued  orders  for  every  man 
to  be  in  readiness  to  move  tin  soon  as  the  light  of  day  had  departed.  He 
wished  to  cross,  under  cover  of  the  night,  and  athick  the  town  at  break 
of  day.  Officers  and  soldiers  heard  the  orders  with  great  satisfaction. 
They  marched  from  the  upland  into  the  low-bottom,  upon  the  margin  of 
the  river. 

The  men  who  had  engaged  to  furnish  the  enemy’s  canoe,  swam  the 
river,  and  presented  it  to  Colonel  Robertson.  They  had  been  directed  to 
visit  and  examine  the  deserted  cabins.  They  had  performed  this  duty 
also,  and  reported  that  ‘‘no  living  creature  was  there.”  It  was  evident 
that  the  enemy  was  not  appreheri.sive  of  an  invasion.  Into  this  large 
canoe  forty  men,  with  tbeir  firearms,  were  speedily  packed,  or  permitted 
to  hold  on  to  its  sides,  and,  by  swimming,  aid  in  the  ‘Herrying  over.^’ 

A large  crack  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  had  been  stuffed  and  corked 
with  the  cdothes  of  some  of  the  men ; those  in  the  boat  placed  their  feet 
firmly  upon  the  clothes  to  prevent  the  water  from  rushing  in  to  fill  and 
sink  the  boat.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  the  w'ater  rushed  in 
with  such  violence,  tliey  were  compelled  to  return  to  the  place  whence 
they  had  started.  A number  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  canoe  handed 
their  guns  and  powder  to  some  of  their  companions,  and  promptly  leaped 
into  the  water,  with  the  view  of  Ughtening  and  aiding  in  propelling  her 
to  the  shore. 

^‘  In  these  operations  some  noise  had  been  made,”  and  before  tbe  boat 
could  be  baled  out  and  the  hole  securely  stopped,  day  had  dawned.  A 
forlorn  hope — a brave  company  of  about  forty  men — were  safely  passed 
over,  and  took  possession  of  the  opposite  bank.  They  were. posted  in  the 
most  advantageoms  positions  as  sentinels,  and  for  defence.  As  soon  as  it 
was  seen  that  this  party  liad  .safely  crossed,  and  had  taken  positions,  the 
remainder  of  the  troops,  too  impatient  to  await  the  return  of  the  boat, 
plunged  into  the  water,  some  upon  and  others  swimming  by  the  side  of 
their  horses.  The  Icatlicr  boat,  lailen  with  guns  and  ammunition,  was 
passed  over  by  swimmers.  And  tims,  as  Captain  Rains  used  to  say  or 
'sing,  in  the  words  of  the  familiar  old  play, 

“The  fox  and  rhe  geese,  they  all  swam  over, 
rirebrauds  in  their  teeth.” 

‘^All  but  the  geese,”  said  Denton.  Don’t  slander  niy  foxes,”  said 
Sampson  Williams.  There  were  .some  amusing  incidents  during  tlie 
passing  of  the  troops,  but  the  injunction  to  observe  silence  was  regar<ied 
as- far  a.s  possible.  The  riv<T  was  at  a low  stage,  so  that  although  they 
were  in  the  w’ater  for  a distance  of  three-fourths  of  a mile,  they  could 
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Yrade  most  of  the  distance.  The  exhibition  upon  the  southern  shore  was 
truly  ridiculous.  Avith  the  exception  of  those  who  had  passed  over  in  tlie 
boat,  most  of  them  were  there  with  their  clothes  perfectly  wet.  Some 
had  put  their  clothes  in  their  hats  or  tied  them  around  their  heads  and 
hats,  hoping  thus  to  keep  them  dry.  But  during  the  time  allowed  for 
the  horses  to  eat  some  corn,  and  for  the  men  to  take  a breakfast  of 
jerked  venison  and  parched  corn,  ^Hhe  wet  clothes  were  hung  upon  the 
bushes  to  dry.^^ 

An  army  en  deshahillel  Beal  sam  culottes.  An  invading  army,  within 
six  miles  of  the  enemy’s  stronghold,  and  on  the  enemy’s  side  of  that 
broad  river  I They  themselves  described  their  whole  appearance  as  most 
laughable.  The  sun  had  shone  out  brightly,  and  then  there  came  clouds 
and  a sudden  summer  .shower.  The  deserted  cabins  and  large  forest 
trees  afforded  shelter  and  dressing-rooms,  for  the  order  had  been  given  for 
every  man  to  ‘^prepare  to  mount.” 

They  donned  their  duds  in  less  than  no  time,”  and  were  mounted, 
awaiting  marching  orders.  They  were  ‘^allowed  no  further  time  for 
chat.”  Having  ascended  the  bank,  and  proceeded  a short  distance,  they 
entered  the  Barrens,  and  discovered  a plain  path,  with  a westerly  direc- 
tion. Toka  informed  Colonel  Bobertson  that  the  path  led  to  the  corn- 
fields near  the  town.  They  kept  this  path  for  about  five  or  six  miles,  and 
came  to  the  fields;  thence,  by  a slight  change  of  their  course,  and  at  a 
distance  of  less  than  two  miles,  they  came  to  the  Cold  Water  Creek. 
There  was  a gradual  descent  towards  the  creek.  The  town  was  on  the 
opposite  side. 

The  Chickasaws  had  accurately  described  the  position  of  the  town,  and 
predicted  that  the  warriors  would  run  to  their  boats  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek.  Colonel  Bobertson  had  given  orders  to  Captain  Bains,  with  a 
few  of  his  ‘‘  right  hand  men,”  to  take  one  of  the  guides  and  be  ready  to 
intercept  the  enemy,  or  fall  upon  them  at  the  bank  of  the  river.  The 
distance  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek  was  farther  than  to  the  town,  and 
upon  the  east  side  there  w'as  no  path. 

The  main  body  having  arrived  to  where  the  ground  descended  towards 
the  creek,  the  example  of  the  commander  was  followed  by  ever}-  one ; 
and  they  struck  into  a sweeping  trot,  crossed  the  stream,  finding  but  a 
narrow  pathway  up  the  w'estern  bank.  They  ruslied  into  the  town.  The 
Indians  had  discovered  the  approach,  and  were  already  in  precipitate  flight. 
The  most  of  them  made  for  the  river,  as  had  l;een  anticipated.  Many 
had  reached  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  were  in  the  act  of  “shoving  off” 
their  canoe.'^,  when  Captain  Bains  arrived  and  commenced  the  work  of 
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revenge  and  slanglder.  A portion  of  Colonel  Robertson’s  force  follovred 
the  fugitives  dovrn  the  creek,  and  united  witli  Rains. 

Twenty-six  Indians  were  killed  in  tlie  boats  and  in  tbe  river.  There 
were  also  three  French  traders  and  one  white  woman  killed  in  the  boats. 
The  principal  French  trader  and  six  other  Frenchmen,  or  French  half- 
breeds,  were  taken  prisoners.  Rut  one  or  two  Indian  women  were  cap- 
tured. It  was  supposed  that  the  women  and  children  had  been  sent 
away,  from  some  intimation  the  Indians  had  received  of  the  contemplated 
invasion  by  the  whites  but  this,  to  us,  seems  improbable.  The  wily 
savages  were  certainly  taken  by  surprise.  They  fled  in  great  haste, 
leaving  all  their  property;  some  of  them  did  not  take  gain  or  tomahawk. 
They  did  not  tarry  to  tire  upon ' the  invaders.  Women  and  children 
could  conceal  themselves  in  the  cane  and  high  grass  by  which  the  town 
was  surrounded.  But  the  truth  is,  that  Indians  of  the  character  and 
habits  of  these,  seldom  had  wives  or  children.  They  associated  as  out- 
laws, as  a company  of  thieves,  as  robbers  and  murderers.  It  was  so  here  ; 
it  was  the  same  at  Aickajack  and  Running  Water. 

After  this  dispersion  and  destruction  of  these  Indians,  the  huts  were 
examined,  and  all  that  wais  valuable  secured;  and  then  every  cabin 
was  burned  and  the  place  made  desolate. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

1787. 

A LARGE  stock  of  goocls  belonging  to  tbe  French  truJers  was  taken 
and  packed  to  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and  placed  in  the 
canoes  which  had  belonged  to  the  Indians.  These  articles  were  ‘‘tafia, 
(a  French  rum,)  sugar,  coffee,  clothes  of  various  kinds,  Idankets,  hand- 
kerchiefs, beads,  paints,  knives,  tomahawks,  tobacco,  powder,  and  lead, 
and  other  articles  suitable  for  Indian  commerce.'’ 

All  the  personal  property  found  in  the  Indian  huts  (a  miserable  inven- 
tory and  outfit,  indeed)  was  thrown  out  of  doors  before  the  fire  was  applied ; 
so  that,  if  there  were  women  and  children  concealed  in  the  thickets,  “they 
could  take  what  was  left." 

The  army  encamped  near  the  ruins ; a guard  was  stationed  at  the  land- 
ing to  prevent  the  boats  being  stolen  in  the  night.  Tiie  next  morning 
the  loading  of  the  boats  was  completed.  There  were  three  very  good 
canoes  into  which  the  goods  were  packed.  The  command  of  these  was 
given  to  Jonathan  Denton,  Benjamin  Drake,  and  John  and  5I<K-.es  Esk- 
ridge. The  Eskridges  had  a smaller  canoe  tied  to  the  side  of  their 
larger  one.  The  five  Frenchmen,  a child  and  a squaw,  (the  wife  of  one 
of  the  Frenchmen,)  being  all  the  prisoners,  were  placed  in  the  boats. 
This  fleet  being  thus  ready,  pushed  from  the  shore  and  descended  the 
river.  They  were  ordered  to  move  slowly  down,  and  be  in  readine.ss  to 
aid  in  the  transportation  of  the  troops  across  the  river.  The  Cherolcecs 
had  informed  Colonel  Robertson  of  a suitable  crossing-place  some  distance 
down  the  river,  from  which  the  troops  could  march  more  directly  and 
easily  back  to  the  Cumberland,  than  by  the  route  pursued  in  coining  to 
the  Muscle  Shoals;  and  th.c  officers  resolved  to  adopt  that  course. 

Toka  and  his  companion  were  furnished  each  with  a good  liorse,  saddle 
and  bridle,  and  as  many  goods  as  they  could  pack.  Tlmy  were  higlily  satis- 
fied with  the  allowances  made  to  them.  I'hey  aeeompanicd  tn*  guided  tl\e 
army  this  day.  The  course  pursued  wins  nocossurily  a very  cireultons  one. 
They  made  a.  march  through  the  hills,  passing  tlirough  .some  pine  wood.s, 
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and  came  to  the  river  at  the  place  known  to  this  clay  as  Colbert’s  Forrv. 
The  boats  arrived  about  the  same  time.  Here  a safe  passage  was  effected. 
And  now  it  was  resolved  to  release  the  prisoners.  The  light  canoe  was 
given  to  them ; their  trunks  and  clothing  were  restored  to  them ; they 
were  furnished  abundantly  with  sugar,  coffee,  salt,  and  provisions.  These 
supplies  were  placed  in  the  boat,  and  they  were  directed  to  take  possession 
and  return  up  the  river.  They  made  no  delay,  but  were  soon  under  way, 
every  one,  men  and  women,  seeming  to  rejoice  at  such  a deliverance. 

The  boats  were  thus  relieved  of  considerable  encumbrance,  and  the 
men  of  care  and  risk  with  prisoners.  They  set  sail  cheerfully  clown  the 
river,  bantering  the  horsemen  for  a race  to  Nashville.  Colonel  Robertson 
here  received  reports  that  all  his  men  w'ere  safe.  Judge  Haywood  says 
that  ‘‘when  the  troops  had  recrossed  the  Tennessee,  they  found  that  not 
a man  had  been  lost,  not  one  wounded.”* 

After  giving  the  prisoners  an  outfit  and  seeing  them  make  haste  away, 
the  remaining  stock  of  sugar  and  coffee  W’as  ecjually  divided  among  all 
the  troops.  The  dry-goods  and  other  articles  were  more  securely  stowed 
away  in  the  boats,  and  directions  given  to  land  and  store  them  at  Eaton’s 
Station,  to  be  there  sold  or  divided.  Colonel  Robertson  with  the  main 
body  took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  arrived  at  his  residence  without  any 
serious  obstacle ; and  the  men  hastened  to  their  respective  stations  and 
families.  They  had  been  absent  precisely  nineteen  clays,  under  marching 
orders  every  day  but  one.  Every  man  had  behaved  well;  and  every 
man  could  give  a good  account  of  himself  and  of  his  companions.  Each 
one  was  'reciuired  to  rehearse  to  their  friends  and  families  the  various 
incidents  of  the  march,  battle  and  river  passages.  ‘‘They  had  seen  some 
very  rich  and  beautiful  country,  and  some  vmry  rough  and  miserably 
poor,  near  the  Rig  Tennessee;  that  was  the  broadest  river  they  had  ever 
seen.  Upon  the  whole,  they  were  better  satisfied  with  their  homes 
on  the  Cumberland,  since  they  had  now  seen  so  much  of  the  world  !” 

Some  of  the  men  remarked,  “It  is  well  sometimes  to  go  from  liome.” 
“It  is  far  more  agreeable  and  better  to  return  and  stay  at  home,”  replied 
Colonel  Robertson.  This,  however,  was  a pleasure  not  long  allowed  to 
him  at  any  one  time. 

We  must  inquire  after  our  “naval  expedition  to  Cold  Water,”  under 
the  command  of  “Rear-Admiral  Hay  and  Commodore  Shelby  and — 


* There  tn.aj  be  seen  among  the  uM  papers  we  have  deposited  in  the  Tennessee 
TTistorical  Society,  a “certificate  for  u-inr  furviahni  the  wounded'"  in  this  ex[ie'Ji- 
tion.  It  may  bo  possible  that  thifl  rolatoe  to  tho  wounded  in  Shelby’s  boat — “the 
naval  expedition.” 
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(another,  whose  name  is  not  preserved  in  the  Navy  Department,  or 
memory  of  any  of  the  surviving  stationers  on  Cumberland.)  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  Homer  of  this  wild  country,  in  his  ‘^Hiscellanies 
in  Prose  and  Verse,’'  did  not  write,  rehearse,  and  sing  of  the  ‘‘Toka  and 
Hay  expedition,”  as  he  did  of  Nickajack.”  "\\~e  cannot  make  up  fur 
this  omission  of  Clarke  in  prose  or  verse,  but  will  tell  the  tale  as  others 
told  it.”  Haywood  must  be  our  chief  authority  for  the  history  of  tliis 
voyage. 

The  three  boats  had  descended  the  Cumberland  and  Ohio  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Teune.ssee  with  great  ease  and  rapidity,  though  the  waters  were 
low.  In  ascending  the  Tennessee  they  made  no  use  of  sails,  as  the 
weather  was  very  calm.  The  boats  w^ere  propelled  up  the  river  by  the 
use  of  oars,  paddles,  and  poles.  They  had  proceeded  without  any 
molestation,  and  with  very  few  objects  to  attract  attention,  until  they 
came  near  the  mouth  of  Duck  Kiver.  At  this  time  Commander  Shelby 
discovered  a canoe  at  the  shore  within  the  mouth  of  that  stream.  His 
curiosity  was  excited,  and  he  turned  his  vessel  and  came  alongside  the 
strange  craft,  when  a heavy  hre  of  muskets  was  opened  upon  him  by 
Indians  who  were  concealed  in  the  bushes  at  only  a few  yards’  distance. 
By  this  tirst  fire,  one  man  w'as  killed  and  three  wounded  on  board  the 
boat.  Josiah  Kenfroe  was  killed  by  a musket-ball  through  the  head. 
John  Top  and  Hugh  Roquering  w'ere  dangerously  and  Edward  Hogan 
slightly  wounded.  There  were  twenty  men,  besides  officers,  in  the  three 
boats.  With  much  difficulty  was  Shelby  now  able  to  remove  his  boat 
beyond  the  reach  of  another  fire  from  the  concealed  enemy.  Ho,  how- 
ever, succeeded,  and  no  further  damage  was  sustained. 

During  the  time  occupied  in  attending  to  the  wounded  men,  the  boats 
W'ere  brought  together,  or  ^Cilongside,”  in  the  middle  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  a short  consultation  held.  The  conclusion  was  to  abarnlon  the 
voyage  and  “return  to  the  place  whence  they  had  sailed.”  They  re- 
turned and  cast  anchor  at  Eaton’s  Station,  where  the  wounded  men  were 
duly  cared  for,  and  the  stores  secured  to  await  the  general  distribution 
among  the  “ land  and  naval  forces.” 

Colonel  Robertson  thought  it  advisable  to  write  a justification  of  this 
destruction  of  the  Indian  town  and  warriors,  and  to  forward  it  to  ‘*a 
person  of  note  at  Illinois.”  This  was  done  that  he  might  make  known  to 
the  French  people  there  the  cause  and  manner  of  death  of  the  Indian 
French  traders.  If  those  men  had  not  instigated  the  savages  to  commit 
their  deeds  of  cruelty  and  plunder,  that  they  might  share  in  or  profit  by 
the  spoils,  they  certainly  had  furnished  them  with  powder  and  lead  and 
“fire-water,”  without  which  they  would  have  done  “no  ill  to  their  neigh- 
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bors”  on  the  Cuniberlaiu].  We  presume  that  the  “person  of  note  at  the 
Illinois”  to  whom  Colonel  llobertson  addressed  his  explanatory  letter  was 
Mens.  Criizat,  from  whom  a letter  may  be  read  as  bound  near  the  beuin- 
uing  of  the  first  volume  of  his  manuscript  letters,  in  the  .Library  of  the 
University  of  Nashville. 

Colonel  Robertson  states  that,  “for  some  years  past,  a trade  has  been 
carried  on  by  some  Frenchmen  from  the  Wabash  with  the  Indians  on 
Tennessee.  The  trade  had  formerly  been  managed  by  a Mr.  Yeiz,  and 
whilst  under  his  management  tlie  Indians  were  peaceable  towards  us ; 
but  for  two  or  three  years  past  these  Indians  have  been  extremely 
mimical  at  all  seasons — killing  our  men,  women,  and  children,  and  steal- 
ing our  horses.  He  ha<l  suflicicnt  evidence  also  that  these  Indians 
were  excited  to  war  against  us  by  the  suggestions  and  instigations  of 
these  trader.s,  who  both  advised  them  to  war  and  gave  them  goods  and 
means  to  carry  it  on.  The  Chickasaws  had  told  him  that  the^  had  been 
offered  goods  by  those  traders  if  they  would  go  to  war  with  us.  A Creek 
fellow  had  been  seen  and  conversed  with,  w*ho  wore  a set  of  silver  arm- 
bands  above  his  elbows ; which  ornaments,  he  said,  were  given  to  him 
by  the  French  traders  for  going  to  war  against  us. 

“Their  incursions  upon  us  this  spring  have  been  more  severe  than 
usual,  and  I determined  to  distress  them.  For  this  purpose  I took  a 
part  of  the  militia  of  Davidson  county — followed  the  vmyvrard  track  of 
one  of  their  scalping  parties  who  had'  just  been  doing  murder  here. 
This  led  us  to  a town  on  tlie  Tennessee  at  the  mouth  of  Cold  Water. 
We  destroyed  the  town,  killed  a number  of  warriors,  and,  as  we  suppose, 
about  thirty  of  them.  S<une  few  of  the  French  imprudently  put  them- 
selves in  the  action  and  fell  w'ith  the  savages.  They  were  in  very  bad 
company.  If  they  were  of  any  better  disposition  or  character  than  the 
Indians,  they  gave  us  no  evidence  of  it,  but  the  contrary.  Therefore 
they  suffered.  The  prisoners,  howm'ver  guilty,  wmre  released,  and  w ith 
proper  supplies. 

“From  that  place  I sent  a party  of  men  by  waiter  around  to  Cumber- 
land. As  this  party  descended  the  Tennessee,  they  met  five  other  French- 
men with  boats,  having  goods  to  trade  with  those  very  Indians.  The 
commander  of  the  party  took  tlie  boats  with  the  five  men,  and  brought 
them  around  to  the  Cumh«T!:ind  River.  He  then  gave  them  their  choice, 
to  come  up  to  tlie  settlements  and  staml  trial  for  what  they  had 
done  and  could  be  proved  cgiiinst  them,  and  thereby  try  to  regain  their 
goods  and  liberty;  or  else  be  discharged  then  and  there.  If  they 
wished  they  could  go  home,  but  without  their  goods.  They  chose  the 
latter,  and  departed. 
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^‘The  taking  of  these  boats  was  without  my  knowledge  or  approbation. 
I am  now  endeavoriiig  to  collect  the  property  that  was  in  them ; and  I 
desire  you  to  notify  the  owners,  that  if  they  can  make  it  appear  that  they 
were  not  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  laws,  and  did  not  intend  to  furnish  our 
enemies  with  powder,  lead,  and  other  goods  for  our  destruction,  they 
may,  upon  application  here  at  Nashville,  have  their  property  restored  to 
them.  Ammunition  and  firearms  certainly  are  contraband..  We  make 
no  objection  to  a peaceful  commerce  and  a lawful  trade.  If  those  Indians 
would  be  peaceable,  we  should  never  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  any  trade 
they  can  procure ; but  whilst  they  continue  at  war,  any  traders  who 
furnish  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  will  reader  themselves  very, 
very  insecure. 

Thus  the  ca.se  was  ably  argued,  the  acts  of  the  Cumberlanders  fully 
justified,  the  views  of  international  law  and  of  articles  contraband  of 
war  correctly  and  well  presented.  We  can  again  commend  our  little 
inchoate  republic,  its  officers,  and  people,  for  their  wisdom,  bravery,  and 
good  behavior.  The  French  traders  never  demanded  a restoration  of 
their  goods.  They  virtually  ceased  their  mtermeddling ; and  the  Span- 
iards became  their  successors,  and  exceeded  them  in  mischief 

The  Indians  were  greatly  mortified  and  irritated  by  this  daring  inva- 
sion of  their  country.  For  a very  short  time  the  stationers  were  exempt 
from  annoyance.  They  probably  expected  too  much  from  what  had  been 
done,  and  that  the  dread  of  other  incursions  would  restrain  them  from 
murders  and  thefts.  Such  seemed  to  be  the  result  for  a month,  and  not 
longer.  Small  bodies  invaded  the  settlements,  and  by  a renewal  of  the 
deeds  of  carnage  at  many  points  gave  evidence  of  increased  liostility. 
Captain  Shannon,  in  command  of  a few  men,  pursued  one  of  these  parties, 
and  discovered  theni  at  the  bank  or  shore  of  the  Tennessee.  Some  of 
the  Indians  were  eating,  others  making  preparations  to  cross  the  river. 
Shannon  and  his  little  corps  approached  those  who  were  eating,  fired, 
and  rushed  upon  them.  Here  ensued  a fierce  hand-to-hand  fight. 
Castleman  and  Pillow  each  killed  his  antagonist.  The  Indian."',  who 
were  out  of  the  camp,  were  commanded  by  ‘‘Big  Foot,’'  a very  (k-termined 
and  brave  warrior.  They  hastened  to  mingle  in  the  fray.  The 
parties  were  equal  in  numbers,  or  so  nearly  so,  that  every  man  could 
encounter  his  foe.  The  conflict  was  a doubtful  one  for  siune  time. 
Castleman  and  Pillow  having  relieved  themselves  of  their  immediate 
enemies,  sought  to  encounter  others  or  to  ai<l  their  friends.  Pillow 
discovere<l  Luke  Anderson  in  a struggle  with  an  Indian  of  superior 
strength,  both  having  hold  of  Anderson’s  gun,  and  the  Indian  about  to 
wrest  it  from  its  owner.  Pillow  made  a sudden  spring  upon  the  savage, 
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and  at  one  blow  with  his  tomahawk  divided  his  skull  at  the  very  moment 
when  Anderson’s  grasp  upon  the  gun  was  broken.  This  proved  to  be  the 
leader,  whose  “footprints”  were  “as  extensive  as  those  of  Thomas  Sharp 
Spencer.’^  Both  v/cre  called  Big  Foot."*^  Castleman  said  this  was  the 
stoutest,  fattest  Indian  he  had  ever  seen ; and  Pillow  added, 

“Yvlien  lie  lived,  he  lived  in  clover, 

Wlien  he  died,  he  died  all  over.” 

Anderson  said,  “lie  never  kicked.  I thought  myself  a goner,  and  my 
gun  too  : I felt  sad  at  that  thought : Pillow  saved  us  both.” 

“The  Indians  finding  themselves  worsted  and  their  leader  fillen, 
raised  a yell  and  took  to  the  bushes.”  Scalps  and  other  property  were 
recovered,  which  the  whites  recognized  as  rightfully  belonging  to  the 
people  on  the  Cumberland.” 

In  July,  information  v,\as  communicated  to  Colonel  Kobertson  that  two 
hundred  Creeks  had  cro.sscd  the  Tennessee  with  the  avowed  intention  to 
attack  the  whites  on  the  Cumberland.  This  information  was  received 
from  Mr.  Perrault,  a trader,  by  whom  Colonel  Pmbertson  had  written  to 
the  Chiefs  and  Headmen  of  the  Nation,  expressing  a willingness  to  be  at 
peace  with  them.  lie  also  stated  the  necessity  of  his  recent  invasion 
of  their  country.  His  acts  had  only  been  retaliatory ; they  were  confined 
to  that  town  whence  issued  the  horse-thieves  and  murderers  who  caused 
so  much  distress  and  irritation  among  the  people  living  on  the  Cumber- 
land. 

Mr.  Perrault  said  he  had  fully  explained  the  language  of  the  letter 
and  all  these  matters  to  them  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  lie  was 
capable  of  doing.  Ho  assured  Colonel  Piobertson  that  he  had  endeavored 
to  dissuade  them  from  war  and  further  depredations.  They,  however, 
declared  their  purpose  to  proceed  into  the  settlements.  They  wanted 
horses,  and  there  is  the  place  to  get  them.  If  we  cannot  get  the  horses 
without  killing  some  of  the  people,  we  shall  risk  the  worst  to  obtain  the 
horses.  ^Ve  wdll  not  do  much  harm  this  time;  but  if  the  whites  again 
venture  into  Indian  country  with  an  army,  then  they  may  expect  a merci- 
less war.  We  know  their  strength,  their  positions,  and  how  and  where 
best  to  worry  and  wa.ste  them.” 

Such  was  the  report  as  made  by  this  French  trader.  What  he  said  as 
to  the  declarations  of  the  Indians  was  believed  to  be  correct.  What  he 
said  of  his  own  efforts  to  pacify  them,  and  turn  them  from  their  purposes 
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of  war  and  plunder,  was  received  with  ^‘many  grains  of  allowance/’  The 
friendship  of  Perraiilt  was  problematical.  Colonel  Iiobertson  was  further 
informed  that  the  Indians  intimated  that  they  were  hacked  by  the  Span- 
iards, but  that  they  would  fight  without  such  encouragement  or  help.* 

The  information  thus  received  from  Perrault  and  others  was  certainly 
very  plain  and  threatening.  Iking  ‘^forewarned,”  the  settlers  ought  to 
be  “forearmed.”  The  Indians  justified  their  course  by  the  law  of  re- 
taliation for  the  three  warriors  whom  the  North  Carolina  people  had 
killed  some  eighteen  miles  below  Chota,  and  they  thought  it  safer  and 
more  convenient  to  avenge  themselves  in  the  Cumberland  settlements 
than  elsewhere.  And  so  this  army  of  two  hundred  invaded  the  Cumber- 
land settlements,  and  dispersed  itself  in  parties  to  steal  and  to  kill. 

Colonel  Iiobertson  hastened  the  supplies  for  the  battalion  wliieh  was 
authorized  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  of  Davidson  county,  and 
Captain  Evans  was  appointed  to  its  command,  with  tlie  rank  of  Major. 
These  troops  were  assembled  at  Clinch,  and  under  their  escort,  in  several 
detachments,  there  came  to  Cumberland  a number  of  emigrants,  most  of 
whom  proceeded  to  the  lower  or  most  northern  settlements  of  Cumberland, 
near  Clark&ville. 

Under  the  authority  and  direction  of  Colonel  Robertson  some  of  these 
recent  emigrants  were  called  into  service,  and  directed  to  act  as  patrols, 
or  spies.  Their  duties  were  to  traverse  the  woods  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
settlements,  to  watch  the  Indian  or  buffalo  traces,  to  conceal  them.«elves 
near  the  crossings  of  the  rivers  and  creeks,  and  thus  waylay  the  enemy; 
to  follow  their  tracks  or  trails;  to  kill  or  capture  as  best  they  could. 
Although  they  were  men,  they  were  instructed  to  renew  the  play  of 
their  childhood — “hide  and  seek.”  The  hunting  of  turkeys  and  deer 
was  an  agreeable  and  safe  amusement ; the  chase  of  bear  and  buffalo  was 
more  rough  and  hazardous,  but  in  the  hunt  and  chase  of  Indians  there 
was  required  not  only  the  noiseless  tread,  the  cautious  advance,  the  quick 
sight,  and  the  sure  aim,  but  the  jir&t  fire.  Deer  and  turkeys  always  fled 
from  their  pursuers ; buffaloes  and  bears,  wRen  wounded,  would  .‘some- 
times turn  upon  the  hunter ; but  as  often  were  the  Indians  themselves 
the  hunters  as  the  hunted. 

“At  that  time  the  canes,  weeds,  and  small  bmshes  grew  up  so  spon- 

* At  this  period  there  were  several  transactions  of  public  interest  engaging 
attention,  llepresentatives  were  to  he  chosen  to  the  Legislature:  the  closing 
session  of  General  Sevier’s  ^ ‘State  of  Fra nJdin  organizfitiuu  of  a party  in  East 
Tennessee  to  invade  the  Spanish  colonics  of  Louisi:ma : di.scu>sion  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution adopted  by  the  Convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  now  submitted  to  the 
people : Spanish  intrigues  in  Kentucky,  and  here. 
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taiicously  and  luxuriantly  in  all  parts  of  tlie  country,  that  two  or  three 
men,  even  without  horses,  could  not  pass  through  without  leaving  a trace 
discernible,  without  any  uncertainty,  and  which  might  be  followed  with- 
out danger  of  mistake.’’ 

And  yet  it  frequently  happened  that  persons,  with  unpracticed  eyes, 
crossed  again  and  again,  without  detection,  the  trails  of  Indians  which 
Rains,  Castleman,  and  other  woodsmen  w'ould  detect  “when  on  a running 
trot.”  And  they  would  take  the  track  and  follow  it  “like  their  own 
trusty  hounds.”  Their  horses,  as  well  as  their  dogs,  would  “snuff  an 
Indian,  or  an  Indian’s  footprint.” 

Although  the  Indians  gained  their  living  by  their  guns,  they  often 
missed,  or  only  wounded  : their  guns  were  usually  of  an  inferior  quality, 
and  they  loaded  with  an  inadequate  quantity  of  powder  and  ball.  This 
accounts  for  the  fact  that  they  seldom  killed  any  of  the  whites  at  over 
fifty  yards’  distance;  and  that  when  they  fired  at  the  stations,  or  block- 
houses., the  wliitcs  often  taunted  them  about  firing  “squibs.”  They 
needed  their  ammutiition  to  secure  the  game  for  their  daily  meat ; and 
their  supplies  were  usually  so  stinted  that  they  would  seldom  load  with 
a full  or  heavy  charge.  “ 3Iaiiy  of  their  guns  would  hide  wuth  a full  load,” 
and  ‘-this  the  savages  greatly  dreaded,  not  only  that  it  threw  their  guns 
off’  of  sight  of  tlie  object  aimed  at,  but  bruised  their  faces,  and  threw 
them  over,  or  knocked  them  down,” 

The  whites  were  careful  not  to  icaste  either  powder  or  lead ; and  how 
ekher  party  had  even  their  scanty  supplies,  is  more  than  we  can  satis- 
factorily explain. 

We  believe  that  thousands  of  wild  animals  were  allowed  to  pass  un- 
harmed, and  that  many  human  beings  escaped  a deadly  wound,  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  powder  and  ball.  Who  should  wish  the  supply  had 
been  greater  or  more  abundant?  Wolves  and  turkeys  could  be  and 
were  caught  in  pens,  but  to  obtain  other  game,  the  “old-fashioned  smooth- 
bore must  be  made  to  talk,”  as  was  the  term  in  that  day. 

In  boasting,  many  a backswoodman  gave  in  the  inventory  of  his  wealth 
as  follows : 

“The  best  shooting  gun. 

The  fleetest  nag, 

The  prettiest  sister,  and 
The  most  fruitful  wife.” 

And  Jones  says,  “The  wife  often  had  good  reason  to  be  jealous  of  her 
husband’s  attachment  to  the  gun  and  horse.”  And  “ a good  Providence, 
and  the  abundance  of  humanity  there  is  in  mankind,”  did  not  permit 
“the  prettiest  sister”  K)ng  to  remain  without  her  attachment  also.  And 
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tlien  ‘Hlie  brother  and  father  transferred  the  prerogative  of  boasting  to  his 
own  sons,  who  gloried  in  it,  and  often  fought  to  maintain  preeminence.^’ 
‘^Good  boys,  who  love  their  sisters,  will  claim  for  them  this  distinction, 
and  will  tight  for  it,  until  tliey  fall  in  love  with  some  other  girl so  it  is 
said;  but  these  “grown-up  children  in  the  woods”  claimed  the  distinction 
of  beauty  and  loveliness  for  a sister,  until  she  obtained  a husband ; then 
they  were  ready  to  boast  of  or  fight  for  an}'  other  virgin. 

‘‘Tlie  contra-dance  and  the  jig  were  the  very  common  evening’s  exer- 
cise and  entertainment  at  the  stations.”  It  was  regarded  as  a healthful 
exercise  and  pleasant  recreation.  It  was  much  practiced  at  ail  the  early 
settlements  west  of  the  mountains.  lYe  have  been  told  by  persons  now 
living  (1S57)  that  they  have  participated  in  these  amusements  upon  “a 
puncheon,  or  .split-log  floor,”  with  moccasins  upon  their  feet,  pants 
patched  at  the  knees  and  “elsewhere,”  with  greatest  glee,  without  a 
thought  of  sin  or  emotion  that  should  disturb  a saint. 

We  know  not  why  this  may  not  have  been.  (^Oiir  own  parents  did  the 
same,  and  if  any  one  can  boast  of  excellent  parents,  “we  more,”  as  Paul 
saith.)  ' 

Excitement  was  the  essence  of  the  happiness  allowed  to  people  in  their 
situation.  The  hunters  and  spies  found  enjoyment  in  their  fatigues  and 
perils  through  the  woods.  The  people  engaged  some  men  as  constant 
scouts ; others  acted  as  such  “ on  their  own  hook.” 

So  true  is  it  that  the  exigencies  of  the  times  bring  out,  from  their 
coverts,  men  of  extraordinary  traits  and  qualifications,  wdio  otherwise  would 
never  .have  risen  into  distinction.  With  all  their  eccentricities,  they 
usually  had  some  very  excellent  qualities:  they  were  the  real  “knights- 
errant”  of  that  day;  they  were  the  “watch-dogs  of  the  settlements,”  as 
one  of  the  Indian  chiefs  called  them,  “wdio  never  bark,  but  were  sure  to 
bite.”  Their  science  was  sometimes  at  flmlt.  Cunning  and  caution  did 
not  always  secure  success  or  enable  them  to  escape  unharmed.  Many 
artifices  w'ere  resorted  to  by  Indians  and  the  hunters  of  Indians.  A very 
usual  one  was  the  imitation  of  wild  animals.  They  could  bleat  like  the 
deer,  bark  like  the  wolf,  gobble  like  the  turkey.  These  simulated  voices 
were  used  to  attract  the  wdshed-for  game,  whether  animal  or  man.  To 
“gobble  up  turkeys”  was  not  very  diflUcult ; to  imitate  the  whoop  and 
chatter  of  owls  was  easy  and  common.  The  prudent  hunter  studied  all 
these  cries  and  calls,  and  became  acquainted  with  the  habit.-^  and  haunts 
of  animals  and  fowls.  They  knew  when  and  where  a wolf  would  not  bark, 
when  and  where  an  owl  would  not  woo-hoo,  when  and  where  a turkey 
should  be  expected  to  keep  silence. 

The  anxious  pioneer,  with  ear  unpracticed,  listened,  and  wa.s  sometimes 
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attracted  to  his  ruin.  The  came  of  deception  is  always  dangerous.  Mr. 
Beale  Bosley  (living  within  view  of  the  Capital)  was  in  this  year  anxious 
to  kill  a turkey.  He  commenced  the  call  iipon  his  ‘Hiirkey-hone/’'  (the 
large  bone  of  the  wing.)  lie  heard  the  reply^  and  pushed  his  way 
through  the  woods  and  cane.  lie  was  gobbled  up”  to  where  there  was 
an  open  space  around  the  cave  spring,  a short  distance  from  his  present 
residence.  He  expected  there  to  got  a shot  at  the  gobbler.  lie  ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  cane  which  surrounded  the  open  space,  when 
he  heard  a cpaick  and  v:liistle.”  knew  that  turkeys  did  not 

whistle,  and  I jumped  back  into  the  thick  cane  only  in  time  to  avoid  the 
shot  of  the  Indian  gobbler,’^ 

Castlemanks  experience,  or  ^Cuck,”  as  he  called  it,  was  different  He 
heard  *‘a  fellow  w ho  evidently  •wished  to  test  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of 
metemjpsijchosis,  to  be  passed  into  a big  whooping  owl,”  and  he  concluded 
to  gratify  his  longing.  ‘*It  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening.  The  imita- 
tion of  this  largo  bird  of  night  was  very  perfect,  yet  I was  suspicious. 
The  woo-hoo  call  and  the  -woo-hoo  answer  were  not  well  timed  and  toned, 
and  the  babel-chatter  was  a fiiilurc;  and  more  than  this,  I am  sure  they 
are  on  the  ground , and  that  won't  begin  to  do.  I T1  see  you,  says  I to 
myself,  and  as  I approached  I saw  something  of  the  height  of  a stumpy 
standing  between  a forked  tree  which  divided  near  the  ground.  Well, 
I know  there  can  be  no  stump  there;  I put  ^ Betsy’  to  my  face — that 
stump  was  once  a live  Indian,  and  he  lay  at  the  roots  of  those  forked 
chestnuts.  And  if  he  was  ever  buried,  it  was  not  far  off!  That  stump 
of  Indian  was.” 

' Old  Mr.  Man.sker  was  once  gobbled  up”  by  an  Indian.  Before  he 
w'as  within  shooting  distance,  he  was  certain  it  wnis  an  Indian’s  simulation. 
He  thought  twm  could  play  at  that  game,  but  that  his  was  the  most 
dangerous  part,  being  the  ‘•moving  object.”  He  had  ‘^eyes  ivhich  could 
see  and  ears  'which  could  hear ;”  he  could  see  almost  entirely  around 
himself  with  his  peculiar  keen  eyes.  He  approached  so  cautiously  that 
he  designated  the  tree  behind  which  was  his  adversary.  The  human 
gobbler  was  there,  certain.  Art  was  now  to  make  him  ‘‘uncover.”  So. 
keeping  his  left  eye  upon  that  tree,  and  the  muzzle  of  “Xancy”  in  the 
same  direction,  he  moved  along.  (“I  can  see  on  pote  side  and  pehind 
too,”  said  he.)  The  distance  Avas  greater  than  an  Indian  would  be  likely 
to  fire,  but  just  right  for  “Nancy.”  And  “she  wished  to ‘speak  to 
him.’  ” He  was  sure  the  Indian  had  seen  him,  therefore  he  feigned  to 
pass  to  the  right.  His  device  was  successful.  The  Indian  began  to 
“slip  .«lyly  along”  to  another  tree  somewhat  in  advance  of  Man.sker. 
Thougli  moving  .slow  and  low,  that  left  eye  was  on  him  through  the 
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bushes  and  wild  grass.  spoke  to  him,”  lang ! The  fellow 

fell  upon  Ills  face  with  a ‘‘^yahT^  ^^1  took  his  old  gun,  and  there  she 
is/’  (pointing  to  the  rack  for  guns.  These  racks  or  supports  for  guns 
were  two  small  forked  sticks  nailed  to  a log  of  the  cabin,  or  stuck  in 
auger  holes.  Such  were  the  gun-racks  in  every  cabin.) 

The  recital  of  such  adventures  had  a wonderful  charm.  They  always 
told  the  tales  in  great  earnestness,  and  each  man  had  his  mafked  pecu- 
liarity. They  had  ^^a  fund  of  humor,”  real  dry  humor — their  jokes 
actually  ^•cracked.”  -As  to  these  artifices,  the  imitation  of  the  calls  of 
animals  and  wild  fowls,  we  could  enumerate  others,  of  the  truth  of  which 
we  have  no  question.  During  the  protracted  Indian  wars  upon  the  Cumber- 
land stationers,  there  were  many  instances  in  which  it  was  believed  that  the 
whites  were  thus  deceived  and  slain  ; as  there  were  also  many  experiences 
of  ^Ciair-breadth  escapes.”  Castleman  could  relate  at  least  half  a dozen 
cases  in  his  own  experience  as  a hunter  and  spy.  lie  certainly  killed  two 
Indians  who  attempted  to  practice  this  ^‘  animal  magnetism”  on  him.  One 
we  have  mentioned;  the  other  was  the  instance  of  ‘‘the  fawn  calling  for 
its  mamma,”  a device  very  oommon  among  deer-hunters  everywhere. 
Castleman  heard  the  “ma-k!”  and  “instantly  two  guns  were  fired  I” 
One  of  them  was  “Detsy,’^  the  same  that  had  killed  the  Indian  owl  or 
stump ; the  other  was  an  Indian’s  gun,  the  ball  from  which  cut  off  some 
of  the  fringe  from  Castleman’s  leather  hunting-shirt.  “I  knew  I had 
fetched  him,”  said  Castleman;  “he  lay  upon  his  ffice,  and  never  said 
‘miVhl’  again.” 

The  best  service  rendered  by  hlajor  Evans  and  the  cavalry  was  in 
conducting  families  of  emigrants  from  the  Clinch  to  the  Cumberland. 
The  militia  of  the  counties  were  called  also  to  perform  similar  duty. 
Kirkpatrick,  Man.sker,  Kains,  and  other  captains,  were  sometimes  in  dis- 
charge of  such  duties.  To  those  who  performed  such  service  “(.luard 
Certificates’^  vrere  granted,  signed  by  these  officers.  These  certificates 
constituted  a safe  paper  currency,  and  were  used  in  all  ordinary  business 
transactions  among  the  settlers.* 

Captain  John  Kains  was,  with  Colonel  Robertson,  always  a favorite 
officer;  and,  therefore,  often  selected  to  go  on  scouting  and  dangerous 
expeditions.  In  one  of  these  excursions  they  came  upon  a party  of 
Indians  which  had  been  doing  mischief  in  the  settlements ; some  of  the 
Indians  wmre  killed,  and  the  others  took  to  fight.  “A  fine  young  f-llow  was 
noticed:  John  Rains,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Evans,  determined  to  capture  him. 


* The  writer  has  »lopo.«ited  a bmelle  of  these  “Guard  Ceriiticares”  with  the 
Ili.storical  Society  at  the  Capital  of  Tennessee. 
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The  Indian  was  very  fleet,  and  they  had  a tiglit  race,  but  young  Rains 
caiiglit  him.  This  Indian  youth  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Captain 
Shannon.  He  remained  fur  some  time  in  his  family.  Pie  took  the  name  of 
John  Rainfi,  by  which  he  was  ever  after  known.  lie  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington (city,)  wliere  he  remained  two  years;  then  he  was  brought  back 
to  Nashville,  and  soon  tliereafter  restored  to  his  nation.  At  his  departure 
he  was  supplied  with  clotlies,  a horse,  and  gun  and  ammunition.  We 
have  no  further  knowledge  of  him,  only  that  a wild  young  girl  had 
fallen  desperately  in  love  with  him."'* 

As  a number  of  the  privates  in  Major  Evans’s  battalion  were  enlisted 
in  East  Tennessee,  or  east  of  the  mountain,  they  had  no  particular  local 
interest  upon  the  Cumberland;  therefore  they  were  employed  in  ‘"scour- 
ing the  woods,”  as  the  military  term  then  was.  They  did  not  accom- 
plish much  in  the  hunting  and  killing  of  Indians.  “A  half-dozen  old 
spies  would  have  accomi»lished  more  of  that  kind  of  business.”  The 
troops,  however,  rendered  good  service  in  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection they  gave  to  emigrants ; at  one  time,  twenty  families  came  under 
their  escort.  We  regret  that  there  is  no  registry  of  the  names  of  those 
and  other  emigrants  of  this  year. 

The  Indians  were  now  committing  so  many  acts  of  cruelty,  that  the 
people  demanded  other  and  active  invasions  of  the  Indian  country.  They 
were  convinced  that  these  Indians  were  from  the  towns  on  the  Tennessee. 
Those  who  had  been  in  the  Toka  expedition,  were  ready  to  enrol  them- 
selves and  destroy  the  Cbickamauga  towns,  from  whence  came  some  of 
the  savages  who  had  shamefully  mangled  the  persons  who  unfortunately 
fell  under  their  guns  and  hatchets. 

Colonel  Robertson  headed  a company  and  marched  for  several  days 
toward  those  upper  towns,  when  he  was  met  by  a deputation  from  the 
Chickamaiigas,  ofiering  a.'^siirances  of  friendship,  and  asking  him  to  abstain 
from  acts  of  hostility  at  this  time.  lie  was  induced  to  confide  in 'these 
professions,  and  to  credit  the  insinuations  thrown  out,  that  the  wrong- 
doers lived  at  towns  lower  down  the  Tennessee.  With  such  assurances 
and  impressions  he  abandoned  any  further  march,  but  sent  them  in 
return  a friendly  answer. 

Robertson  and  Bledsoe,  as  the  Representatives  to  the  Legislature  from 
Davidson  and  Sumner,  had  a right  to  speak  out,  and  they  did  speak 
plainly  of  what  they  knew  and  felt.  They  denounced  the  course  pur- 
sued towards  the  stationers  on  Cumberland,  as  a reproach  to  any  State 


Captain  .John  u?e'l  to  .‘»av,  “The  Rains  shall  never  cease;  they  shall  descen  I 
as  long  as  tliere  is  any  necessity  for  seed-time  and  harvest.” 
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or  people  "stIio  liad  any  feelings  of  Immanity,  any  sympathy  for  sufierings, 
any  selF-respeet,  any  patriotism,  any  State  pride.  Tlie  effect  of  these 
appeals  was,  that  they  were  fully  authorized  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
33y  an  Act  of  Assembly  the  Courts  of  Davidson  and  Suinner  were  autho- 
rized— to  do  almost  every  thing-  they  pleased,  “Provided  ahvays”  that  no 
call  was  made  upon  the  State  Treasury — no  additional  burden  thrown 
upon  the  eastern  or  old  counties.  All  the  money  and  all  the  troops 
which  could  be  raised  in  Davidson  and  Sumner  v*ere  at  the  discretion 
and  use  of  the  people  for  their  defence,. 

Such  power  and  means  were  not  misplaced.  During  the  session  of  the 
Legislature  of  Xorth  Carolina,  (at  the  beginning  of  tlie  year,)  Colonels 
Eobertson  and  Bledsoe  became  acquainted  with  General  James  'Wilkin- 
son, from  Lexington,  Kentuck}x  He  was  regarded  as  a wealthy  mer- 
chant, Avhose  intercourse  and  influence  with  prominent  men  in  Kentucky, 
and  down  to  New  Orleans,  whose  intelligence  and  matincrs,  and  idiose 
opinions,  made  him  an  object  of  attraction.  He  sedulously  cultivated  the 
friendship  of  the  two  Cumberland  members.  W^ilkinson’s  projects  (what- 
ever they  were)  found  advocates  in  the  Legislature  not  a few.  3Iany 
persons  in  'Washington  District  were  deeply  implicated ; and  measures 
in  progress  for  a descent  of  the  Tennessee,  and  to  the  Spanish  towns, 
even  to  New  Orleans. 

How  far  Robertson  and  ILedsoe  countenanced  or  opposed  such  schemes, 
we  are  unable  to  declare  with  full  confidence.  This,  however,  we  can 
say,  they  never  intended  to  become  Spaniards,  anti-republicans,  or  anti- 
Wash  i n gt  0 n i a n s . 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  discuss  the  so-called  “ Spanish  Conspiracy,^’ 
and  to  introduce  to  our  readers  a person  of  education,  craft,  and  influence, 
a chief  of  extraordinary  authority  among  the  Indians  of  the  south, 
the  noted  Creek  Chief,  Alexander  iMcGillivray,  who  sougiit  “the  ex- 
pulsion or  destruction,”  he  cared  not  which,  of  all  the  settlers  upon  the 
Cumberland.  Of  these  matters  more  anon. 

Here  it  is  proper  to  insert  the  following  letter  from  Colonels  llobertson 
and  Bledsoe  to  Governor  Caswell : 

“ CuwBERLAxn,  June  12,  17S7. 

“De.\.r  Sir: — Nothing  but  the  distress  of  a bleeding  country  could 
induce  us  to  trouble  you  on  so  disagreeable  a subject.  We  oiiclose  you 
a list  of  the  killed  in  this  ([uarter  since  our  dejiarture  from  this  country 
to  the  Assembly.  This,  with  the  numbers  wounde<l,  the  va.^t  number  of 
horses  stolen  from  the  inhabitants,  lias,  iu  a degree,  flae--j;ed  the  spirits  of 
the  people.  A report  is  now  here,  and  has  prevailed  tliroughout  this 
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country,  and  Tve  are  induced  to  Idleve  it,  tliat  the  Spaniards  are  doinir 
all  they  can  to  encourage  the  several  savage  tribes  to  vrar  against  the 
Americans. 

^^It  is  certain,  as  the  Chickasaws  inform  us,  that  the  Spanish  traders 
offer  reicards  for  scalps  of  the  Americans. 

disorderly  set  of  French  and  Spanish  traders  are  continually  on  the 
Tennessee,  and  we  actually  fear  are  a great  means  of  encouraging  the 
Indians  to  do  us  much  mischief. 

‘AVe  should  wish  to  take  some  measures  to  remove  these  disorderly 
traders  from  the  Tennessee,  and  wish  your  Excellency’s  advice  in  the 
matter.'^ 

To  this  it  would  seem  the  Governor  could  only  reply  in  expressions  of 
sympathy  and  regret  for  the  afdictions  of  the  people,  and  to  conclude  : 

“ It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  all  the  aid  in  my  power.^'  He 
had  the  will,  but  not  “the  power. 

Under  date  of  July  2d,  Colonel  Fiobertson  again  addressed  the  Gover- 
nor from  Nashville,  giving  an  account  of  the  Toka  Expedition,  and  de- 
struction of  the  town  at  the  mouth  of  Cold  Water. 

lie  describes  the  excessive  sufferings  of  the  people  — that  they  are 
Jjeyond  endurance.  Something  must  be  done  to  stop  or  diminish  these 
outrages. 

In  this  letter  he  alludes  to  the  expedition  he  had  commenced  against 
the  Chickamauga  towns,  and  under  what  assurances  and  inducements  he 
had  abandoned  its  prosecution.  That  he  had  requested  them  to  send  a 
deputation  to  his  house,  and  that,  in  compliance  with  that  request,  a party 
visited  him  under  a fag  of  truce,  were  hospitably  entertained,  and  gave 
assurances  of  friendship;  but  in  these  a.ssurances  no  conhdence  could  be 
placed,  “as  several  persons  w'ere  killed  during  their  stay,  and  one  man  at 
my  honse,  and  in  their  siyht !” 

“They  impute  the  mlscliief  to  the  Creeks.  They  hope  to  deceive  us 
by  their  pretensions  to  be  very  good  Cherokees,  good  Indians,  white  man’s 
friends,  and  such  other  lying  flatteries.  The  constant  incursions  of  the 
Imiians  oblige  me  to  keep  the  militia  continually  in  service  as  guards, 
scouts,  etc.,  for  our  situation  at  present  is  truly  deplorable.” 

The  following  entry  upon  the  records  of  Davidson  county  is  deserving 
of  insertion  here  : 

“October  Term,  1787. 

‘■^Resolved,  That  for  the  better  furnishing  of  the  troops  now  coming  to 
the  country  under  command  of  3Iajor  Evans,  witli  provisions,  etc.,  that 
one-fourth  of  the  tax  of  this  county  be  paid  in  corn,  two-fnirths  in  beef, 
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pork,  bear-meat,  aud  venison;  one-ciglith  in  salt,  an  eighth  in  money,  to 
defray  expenses  of  removing  provisions, (to  places  specified.) 

/^The  prices  of  these  specifics  is  fixed  thus  : 

“Corn,  4s.  per  bushel,  (equal  to  fifty  cents.) 

“Beef  per  100  lbs. 

Pork,  88  per  100  lbs. 

“ Good  bear-meat,  without  bones,  83  per  100  lbs. 

“Venison,  10s.  per  100  lbs. 

“ Salt,  810  per  bushel 

They  were  a hungry  s(?t,  and  fond  of  meat;  never  thought  that  one 
dish  was  enougdi ; roast,  fried,  broiled,  boiled,  and  stewed,  were  none  too 
much.  Oihoy  iilso  hungered  for  the  “'bread  of  life,’^  the  word  of  God. 
And  from  this  time  forth  they  enjoyed  the  living  ministry — a preached 
gospel. 

“Craighead,  the  learned  Presbyterian,  was  beautiful,  but  cold  and  un- 
impressive, as  a speaker.'^  So  said  that  excellent  man,  John  Carr. 

“Ogden,  Haw,  3Iassy,  Williamson,  Lee,  ■McHenry,  ami  O’CulI,  mostly 
Methodists,  were  full  of  zeal,  and  preached  with  groat  unction  and  suc- 
cess,^^  says  the  same  good  man. 

“Words  are  the  motes  of  thought,  and  nothing  more  ; 

Words  are  like  sea-shells  upon  the  shore — 

They  show  where  the  mind  ends,” 

Nothing  more ; 

Its  depths 

You  cannot  all  explore. 

Expressions  of  friendship  came  from  Creeks,  Cherokees,  ami  Spaniards, 
and  none  of  them  were  entitled  to  be  believed. 

“They  paltered  in  a double  sense.” 

“Is  it  well  with  thee,  my  brother?’’  was  asked  with  an  uplifted  knife 
or  hatchet,  or  with  the  loaded  musket,  or  application  uf  “ fire-wuter,” 

Colonel  Robertson  had  been  informed  that  some  of  tlie  Delaware 
Indians  had  been  invited  by  the  Spaniards  to  settle  near  the  Sliawnees 
on  the  iMi.ssissippi ; and  he  was  apprehensive  that  thev  erelong  might 
come  in  contact  with  “our  friends,  the  Ciiickasaws,’’  and  tlum  with 
the  people  of  Cumberland.  IL;  desired  to  bespeak  their  good  will  and 
friendly  intercourse.  With  this  in  view  he  a<hlre.ssed  a “talk’’  to  them, 
and  forwarded  it  by  two  trusty  carriers  on  board  the  slim  canoe,  the 
“Rundown.” 

The  peace  of  these  settlements  had  been  endangercMl,  time  and  again, 
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bj'  white  men  who  soiiglit  to  carry  on  trade  and  trafric  with  Indians. 
3Iany  of  these  traders  were  rogues  wlio  needed  to  be  w atclicd  as  atten- 
tively as  the  savages  themselves.  It  wall  be  remembered  that  “the  Xota- 
bles”  had  to  give  attention  to  this  matter,  and  that  under  that  anomalous 
and  inceptive  government  some  persons  were  arrested  and  held  in  bail 
for  their  good  behavior.  This  watchfulness  had  continued  down  to 
the  present  time,  and  was  not  abated  for  some  years  later. 

A law  had  been  enacted  wdiich  prohibited  all  persons  from  going  into 
the  Indian  nations,  witliout  a peniiit  or  j)ciss.  These  permits  were  to  be 
signed  by  an  officer  of  the  U/iited  States  government,  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  or  some-  military  officer  of  Davidson  or  Sumner  counties. 
Citizens  of  these  counties  were  subject  to  heavy  |renalties  for  wicked!}' 
provoking,  plundering,  vrounding,  or  killing  friendly  Indians. 

(One  or  two  original  passes  may  be  seen  among  the  old  papers  in  the 
Tennessee  Historical  Society,  deposited  by  the  writer  of  these  sketches.) 

Colonels  Ilobertsou  and  Illedsoe  were  again  in  attendance  as  represent- 
atives to  the  Legislature.  It  was  a long,  tedious,  and  perilous  journey 
which  these  western  members  had  to  perform,  but  they  never  failed  in 
this  or  other  duty  rci(uired  by  their  fellow-citizens. 

During  their  present  attendance  tlie  same  sad  tale  had  to  he  repeated 
of  savage  -warfare,  of  deaths,  w’oimds,  and  rohberies,  caused  to  their  con- 
stituents. On  llie  11th  of  December  they  presented  to  the  Assembly  a 
weli--tvritten  address,  rchear.'-ing  these  snfferings,  showing  the  very  ex- 
posed condition  of  the  pioneers,  the  importance  of  the  position  they 
occupied,  the  difficulties  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  and  the  com- 
bination of  powers  to  drive  or  seduce  them  away,  or  utterly  to  destroy 
them. 

In  this  address  tliey  enumerated  thirty -five  deaths  caused  by  the 
Indians  this  year,  prior  to  their  departure  from  the  settlements.  And 
before  the  discussions  upon  the  address  were  terminated,  they  added  the 
names  of  five  or  six  more  victims  to  the  awful  catalogue. 

It  would  have  been  in  the  onler  of  time  to  Iiave  mentioned  a journey 
wliich  Col.  E-obertsou  ami  Col.  Illodsoc  made  to  the  stations  in  Kentucky 
in  the  month  of  July,  tliis  year.  Their  main  object  was  to  consult  with 
the  Kentuckians  about  an  invasion  of  the  Creek  nation. 

As  we  have  stated,  th.ore  seemed  no  other  means  by  which  quiet  to 
these  settlements  could  he  .'^ccured,  but  tlm  destruction  of  the  towns  of 
their  enemies.  The  upper  and  lower  towns  on  the  Tennessee  W'orc  re- 
garded as  “ hornet-m‘."ts,”  wliich  must  he  bu-rneil. 

At  this  visit  to  Kentucky,  UoluM’tson  and  Dledsoc  received  promises  of 
assi.stance  to  he  given  in  the  fall  of  the  year  after  the  crop.s  should  be 
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gathered.  This  promised  aid  was  thaiikfully  received,  though  tlie  impa- 
tience of  the  Cumberland  stationers  could  not  well  endure  the  delay. 

It  lias  been  imagined  that  these  gentlemen  had  another  inducement  or 
purpose  in  visiting  Kentucky : that  tlieir  acnuaintance  with  General 
Vvhlkinson,  Ids  polite  attentions  at  Tarborough  down  in  the  old  North 
State,  and  his  proffered  hospitalities  in  Kentucky,  had  some  influence  in 
their  undertaking  this  journey. 

IVe  know  of  no  evidence  that  they  met  with  men  who  were  believed 
to  be  actually  engaged  in  the  then  mucli-talked-of ‘hSpanish  Conspiracy.^' 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  subject  was  presented  to  their  considera- 
tion ; that  strong  arguments  could  be  urged  of  prospective  commercial 
advantages. 

Ihit  some  of  the  agitators  were  advocates  for  a separation  from  the 
States  upon  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  and  of  alliance  with  the 
Spaniards.  To  each  of  which  measures  the  Cumberland  people  were 
decidedly  opposed.  Fortunately — we  may  say,  certainly — these  station- 
ers had  no  reason  to  love  the  Spaniards,  none  whatever  except  the  Divine 
injunction,  “Love  your  enemies." 

So  difficult  a precept  was  not  likely  to  make  traitors  and  royalists  of 
these  hardy  Americans,  enclosed  in  vvhat  was  aptly  called  a '‘slaughter-pen.’^ 

It  is  an  honor  for  any  man  to  advocate  the  cause  of  religion.  The 
knowledge  of  things  Divine  in  their  origin,  sanctifying  in  their  influ- 
ence, and  saving  in  their  results,  is  the  acme  of  all  possible  attainments 
for  the  hiiinan  intellect.  To  be  the  advocate  and  the  teacher,  is  but  the 
one  office  filled  and  dignified  in  its  highest  calling.  Tlie  office  and  the 
service  of  the  ministry  should  ever  be  sacred,  pure,  and  ennobling.  No 
man  should  rashly  and  presumptuously  enter  into  it.  The  calling  and 
the  appointment  are  of  God.  The  best,  if  not  the  only  evidences  of 
such  a separation  and  consecration,  are  the  manifest  favors  of  Heaven, 
the  good  fruits  of  their  labors. 

Our  study  and  story  is,  “ Pioneer  life,"  and,  as  a part  of  our  learning 
and  recital,  the  preachers  and  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  are  deserving 
of  honorable  mention. 

There  is  a cla.ss  of  ministers  which  is  entitled  to  the  distinction  of 
“Pioneer  heralds  of  the  Cross."  These  are  the  ministers  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church.  The  system  itself  has  features  mo.-t  happily 
adapted  toi^  such  a service.  Tlie  spirit  which  animate.^  the  I'ody.  impels 
to  labor  not  only  in  the  pleasant  fold  where  the  flock  is  securely  Imuscd, 
but  to  f)llow,  search  out,  and  .save  the  far-off  wanderer.  And  thus,  in 
the  history  of  early  .settlement.s  west  of  the  Alleghany  and  (^umberbnul 
Mountain.s,  to  and  beyond  the  Kocky  IMountains,  have  these  men  lifted 


i 


y 


K 


!ij ' ’in  rviiai'f 


282 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


up  voice  in  the  wilderness/’  Such  devotion  can  never  lack  the  favor 
of  Heaven,  or  fail  of  good  and  grand  results.  There  is  an  apostolic  zeal, 
a consecration  and  a self-denial  in  such  a service,  which  may  well  he  pro- 
nounced “ heaven-horn,”  Christ-like.  The  inferior  honor  which  comes 
from  men  could  not  induce,  much  less  sustain  and  reward,  such  devotion 
and  toil. 

We  would  never  knowingly  roh  Peter,  to  enrich  Paul';”  we  would  un- 
dervalue no  man’s  services  in  the  gi'oves  of  the  academy,  in  the  lahorato- 
ries  of  art,  in  the  fields  of  agriculture,  or  in  that  field  where  the  harvesc 
is  whitened  and  ripened  for  the  lahorers  chosen  and  sent  of  Heaven  to 
gather  it  in. 

It  is  an  important  act  to  lay  a good  foundation,  hut  no  less  to  huild 
suitably  and  well  thereon.  The  forest,  the  underbrush  and  useless  stones 
must  needs  he  removed,  before  the  temple  or  the  city  can  appear.  There 
is  a diversity  of  giilt;,  duties,  spheres,  structures,  there  is  a diversity  in 
attainments,  knowledge  and  qualifications,  hut  there  is  only  that ‘‘•'wisdom 
which  is  from  above,”  that  is  “first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to 
be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  with- 
out hypocrisy.”  Where  the  IJanuer  of  the  Cross  is  displayed,  it  can 
only  legitimately  be  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  held  up 
“of  them  who  make  peace.” 

“ Giving  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due,”  we  record  the  arrival  of  the 
Keverend  Benjamin  Ogden  as  the  first  minister  of  the  3IethodLst  Epis- 
copal Church  wdio  made  his  appearance  to  labor  in  the  Cumberland  set- 
tlements for  the  year  ITSG.  At  the  close  of  his  year’s  labors  in  the 
Cumberland  Circuit,  he  reported  sixty-three  members,  four  of  whom  were 
colored  persons.  “This  was  the  beginning  of  iMethodism  in  Tennessee, 
west  of  the  mountains.” 

“Mr.  Ogden  was  a plain,  strong,  effective  preacher,  and  did  much  in 
planting  Methodism  in  the  western  wilds.  He  was  much  beloved  by  the 
people,  a few  of  whom  still  remain,  cherishing  the  memory  of  the  vener- 
able man.” 

In  the  year  1788,  Combs  and  McHenry  were  appointed  to  the  Cum- 
berland Circuit.  These  were  good  men,  faithful  and  laborious.  Barna- 
bas McHenry  acquired  distinction  for  moral  and  intellectual  strength. 

In  1789,  the  Presiding  Elder  was  Francis  Poythress,  and  Thomas 
Williamson  and  Joshua  Hartley  were  appointed  to  the  charges  on  Cum- 
berland. 

“ In  1812,  the  Western  Conference  extende<l  its  borders  so  as  to  em- 
brace Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  ^Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana.  Only  a few  point.s,  however,  of  such  a vast  territory 
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were  occupied  by  tbe  ministry,  because  of  the  sparseness  of  the  settle- 
ments. The  membership  was  at  that  time  over  tliirty  tliousand.*'’ 

It  is  truly  said,  ‘^the  pioneers  of  Methodism  in  the  West  and  South- 
west were  of  untiring  zeal  and  great  ability.  Indeed,  there  were  giants 
in  those  days.  3Iany  of  their  names  are  familiar ; they  are  household 
words.  The  memory  of  Ogden,  McHenry,  Poythress,  Lee,  Lirehett, 
Massie,  Crane,  Burke,  Gwiu,  and  hundreds  more,  is  a sweet  savor  to  the 
Church.^’ 

As  we  have  recorded  the  beginning  of  the  settlenients  upon  the  Cum- 
berland, the  foundation  of  civil  society,  and  shall  leave  to  the  present 
and  to  future  generations  to  behold,  admire,  and  enjoy  the  grand  results 
of  worldly  prosperity,  so  have  we  shown  with  what  instrumentalities  the 
gospel  was  introduced,  and  the  cause  of  learning,  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness were  advocated  here  in  early  times,  yielding  to  others  to  speak  of  the 
triumphs  of  the  present  day,  and  of  the  glories  which  shall  be  hereafter. 

We  have  stated  that  ‘‘the  beginning  of  3[ethodism  west  of  the  moun- 
tains was  here/’  so  was  it  with  Presbyterianism.  The  advocates  and 
representatives  of  the  peculiar  religious  sentiments  of  these  denomina- 
tions, Ogden  and  Craighead,  have  been  mentioned.  Without  “unchurch- 
ing” each  other,  or  using  bitter  denunciations  of  person  or  labor  or  aim, 
they  found  an  ample  scope  and  urgent  demand  for  all  that  tliey  could  say 
and  do  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  instruct  the  ignorant,  comfort  the  afflicted, 
and  save  the  lost. 

To  contend  earnestly  for  the  truth,  for  the  truth’s  sake,  is  ever  a duty. 
To  do  so  without  pride,  and  with  the  spirit  of  meekness,  is  a rare  quali- 
fication and  attainment. 

“The  truth  of  history”  has  not  recorded — and  never  will — tliat  anyone 
age,  or  generation,  or  denomination — Protestant  or  Papal — was  possessed  of 
all  the  wisdom,  all  the  virtue,  or  all  the  grace,  attainable  by  or  vouchsafed  to 
man.  They  who  are  thus  wise  in  their  own  conceit,  certainly  have  little 
of  the  wisdom  or  spirit  of  the  apostle  who  pronounced  himself  “a  fool 
in  glorying.”  They  are  so,  with  none  of  his  excuse.  Perhaps  to  the 
end  of  time,  and  the  end  of  earthly  opportunities,  there  will  remain  some 
of  the  class  who  are  “ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.”  And  yet  the  truth  alone  can  make  one  free. 
No  one  (piestlons  the  piety  or  zeal  of  these  pioneers  : doululcss  it  was  not 
all  according  to  knowledge — estimating  knowledge  by  modern  standards. 
“Are  we  better  than  they?”  is  a question  well  worthy  the  considera- 
tion of  some  persons;  as,  also,  how  much  it  Avould  result  to  th(‘  benefit 
of  the  world,  if  more  nion  in  our  day  had  more  of  the  zeal  and  wisdom 
of  these  pioneers.  These  men  claimed  to  have  “ blazed  the  way”  for  the 
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new  settlements.  They  made  tlieir  ‘'‘marks’’  wherever  they  went;  their 
“trails”  are  not  yet  efiaced.  The  good  they  did,  lives  after  them. 
Others  are  honore<l,  treading  in  their  footsteps,  IMinisters  of  other 
denominations  were  here  before  the  close  of  the  century,  and  here  to 
witness  the  astonishing  scenes  of  the  years  of  the  Great  Revival.  But 
other  traces  are  to  be  made,  other  highway’s  to  be  cast  up. 

K.  road  was  opened  in  this  year  from  Bledsoe’s  Station  or  Lick,  across 
to  the  main  emigrant  road  from.  Clinch  to  Xasliville.  Where  this  road 
crossed  the  Cumberla’nd,  Fort  Blount  was  established ; and  most  of  the 
emigrants  found  suiTicicnt  inducements  to  settle  upon  the  rich  lands  in 
Sumner.  The  population  of  this  new  county  was  soon  to  exceed  that  of 
Davidson,  and  other  roads  were  opened  in  the  settlements  there.  So 
also  in  Davidson,  orders  were  passed  for  similar  neighborhood  convenience. 

An  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  was  ordered  and  carefully  made. 
The  males  over  twenty-one  years  of  ago  amounted  to  477.  Negroes, 
male  and  female,  over  twelve  and  under  sixty,  amounted  to  105, 

About  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  acres  of  land  were  taxed. 
Nearly  one-fifth  of  this  was  in  the  name  of  Colonel  Robertson.  Town 
lots  in  Nashville,  twenty-six.  Colonel  Robertson  was  agent  for  many 
land-0 wner.s,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  was  in  this  character  that  he  gave 
in  so  large  a number  of  acres  of  land  for  taxes. 

Whether  to  be  inentioncd  as  an  improvement  or  acquisition  or  not,  we 
have  to  record  among  the  “erections  at  Nashville”  in  this  year,  the 
noted  one  designated  the  “Red  Heifer.”  This  was  a primitive  or  pioneer 
vdistillery,  at  which  “raw  corn  whiskey”  was  made.  It  became  a place 
of  great  resort  by  some  of  the  men  of  Cumberland,  It  belonged  to  John 
Boyd.  Whenever  “a  run”  or  the  hot  alcohol  was  ready,  the  custom  wars 
to  a horn.’*  At  the  sound  of  the  horn  all  the  “thirsty  souls” 

hastened  to  the  ‘‘Red  Heifer.”  This  distillery  was  erected  upon  the 
blufi"  at  the  “Spout  Spring,”  which  poured  forth  its  then  flush  stream  at 
the  eastern  end  of  ‘‘Spring  street.”  At  that  day  a good  stream  of  pure 
limestone  water  guslied  forth  at  that  place  and  formed  quite  a cascade 
over  the  bluff.  In  this  day,  tliat  spring  has  nearly  ceased  to  send  forth 
its  waters.  Boyd’s  Red  Heifer  continued  for  several  years,  and  then  it 
“.dried  up  entirely,”  inrontinenf/^”  as  one  of  the  hahif.uh  used 
sorrowfully  to  say.  5!ay  we  not  claim  for  the  Bed  Tleffer  the  origin  of 
the  familiar  invitation,  “Como,  let  us  take  n HORN  ?”  It  should  be  men- 
tioned that  a bu.ffalo’s  horn,  neatly  scraped,  was  the  common  “drinking- 
cup.”  Cow’s  horns  were  often  msed,  but  the  hum  of  a buffalo  was 
always  preferred.  A poison  could  not  take  a drink  at  the  ‘*Reil  Heifer’’ 
unless  he  “took  a horn;”  so  our  conclusion  is  not  “far-fetched,”  that 
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this  western  provincialism  had  its  origin  in  one  of  the  facts  here  men- 
tioned— from  the  “blowing”  or  the  “drinking-horn.”  The  blast  of  the 
horn  was  as  fatal  to  some  men,  as  the  call  with  the  “turkey-bone”  or 
“bleat  of  the  fawn.”  The  Red  Heifer  and  the  crouched  Indian  were 
botli  enemies  in  disguise — they  called  men  into  danger  and  to  death. 

It  was  true  in  those  days,  as  it  is  in  ours,  that  the  habitual  lovers  of  ardent 
spirits  would  “'pay  any  price  rather  than  go  without  it.”  And  whether 
it  was  with  the  vain  hope  to  check  this  ruinous  appetite,  or  to  prevent 
extortion  by  manufacturers  and  retailers,^  the  County  Court  endeavored 
to  “'fix  the  selling  price  of  drinkables  and  eatables  :” 

“Whiskey  per  quart,  one  dollar,  and  so  in  proportion. 

“ Dinner,  two  shillings,  [or,  tw^enty-five  cents.] 

“Suppers  and  breakfasts,  one  and  six.” 

We  are  sure  that  at  such  rates  we  should  not  touch  our  lips  with  the 
“vile  drinkables.”  We  could,  however,  put  in  a bill  of  fare  of  “eatables” 
at  those  prices. 

Rut  let  us  now  examine  the  letters  to  which  we  have  referred.  The 
State  of  Fronldin  had  maintained  its  fitful  existence  for  several  years. 
It  originated  from  circumstances  which  well  justified  those  who  advo- 
cated it  or  held  offices  to  maintain  it.  We  glory  in  the  anomalous 
government  of  the  Notables  upon  the  Cumberland;  and  we  are  proud  of 
Sevier  and  others  who  stood  by  him  in  the  Franklin  government.  The 
history  of  the  State  of  Franklin  belongs  to  East  Tennessee,  and  we  onl}’ 
here  allude  to  it  and  to  its  approaching  euthanasy,  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  two  letters  w^hich  were  addressed  to  “Governor  John  Sevier, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Franklin,”  from  steadfast  friends. 

“N.vshville,  August  1st,  1787. 

“Sir: — By  accounts  from  the  Chickasaws,  we  are  informed  that  at  a 
grand  council  held  by  the  Creeks,  it  wars  determined,  by  tliat  whole 
nation,  to  do  their  utmost  this  fall  to  mit  off  this  countrij ; and  we  expect 
the  Cherokees  have  joined  them,  as  they  were  to  have  come  in  some  time 
ago  to  make  peace,  which,  however,  they  have  not  done.  Every  circum- 
stance seems  to  confirm  this. 

“The  5th  day  of  July,  a party  of  Creeks  killed  Captain  Davenport, 
Agent  for  Georgia,  and  three  men  in  the  Chickasaw  nation,  wounded 
three  and  took  one  prisoner;  which  the  Chickasaws  are  not  able  to  resent 
for  want  of  ammunition.  The  people  arc  drawing  together  in  large  stations, 
.and  doing  every  thing  necessary  for  their  defence.  Rut  I fear,  without 
some  timely  assistance,  we  shall  chiefly  fall  a sacrifice.  Ammunition  is 
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very  scarce ; and  a Cliickasaw  now  here  tells  us,  they  imagine  they  will 
reduce  our  station  by  killing  all  our  cattU,  etc.,  and  starving  us  out. 

“Vi'e  expect,  from  every  account,  they  are  now  on  their  way  to  tliis 
country,  to  the  number  of  a thousand.  I beg  you  to  use  your  influence 
in  that  country  to  relieve  us ; which  I think  might  be  done  by  fixing  a 
station  near  the  mouth  of  Elk,  if  possible,  or  by  marching  a body  of  men 
into  the  Cherokee  nation,  llelieve  us  in  any  manner- you  may  judge 
beneficial.  "\Ve  hope  our  brethren  in  that  country  will  not  suffer  us  to 
be  massacred  by  tlie  savages,  without  giving  us  any  assistance ; and  I 
candidly  assure  you  that  never  was  there  a time  in  which  I imagined 
ourselves  in  more  danger. 

Kentucky  being  nearest,  we  have  applied  there  for  some  assistance, 
but  fear  we  shall  find  none  in  time.  Could  you  now  give  us  any  ? I am 
convinced  it  would  have  the  greatest  tendency  to  unite  our  counties ; as 
the  people  will  never  forget  those  who  are  their  friends  in  a time  of  such 

imminent  danger I have  written  to  General  Shelby  on  this 

subject,  and  hope  that  no  division  [diversion  ?]  will  prevent  you  from 
endeavoring  to  give  us  relief,  which  will  be  ever  gratefullv  remembered 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Cumberland, 

’ ^C\nd  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Kobertson.^^ 

“SuMNEE  County,  August  5th,  1787. 

^^Dear  Sir  : — When  I had  last  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  Excellency, 
I think  you  were  kind  enough  to  propose,  that  in  case  the  perfidious 
Chickamaiigas  should  infest  this  country,  to  notify  your  Excellency,  and 
you  would  send  a campaign  against  them  without  delay.  The  period  has 
arrived  that  they,  as  T have  good  reason  to  believe,  in  combination  with 
the  Creeks,  have  done  this  country  very  great  spoil  by  murdering  num- 
bers of  our  peaceful  inliabitants,  stealing  our  horses,  killing  our  cattle 
and  hogs,  and  burning  our  buildings  through  wantonness,  cutting  down 
our  corn,  etc.,  etc. 

am  well  assured  that  the  distress  of  the  Chickamauga  towns  is  the 
only  way  this  defenceless  country  will  have  rest;  the  militia  being  very- 
few,  and  the  whole  country  a frontier,  its  inhabitants  all  shut  up  in 
stations — and  they,  in  general,  so  weakly  manned,  that  in  case  of  an  in- 
vasion one  is  scarcely  able  to  aid  another — and  the  enemy  in  our  country 
daily  committing  ravages  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  that  of  the  most 
savage  kind.  Poor  3Iajor  Hall  and  his  eldest  son  fell  a sacrifice  to  their 
savage  cruelty  two  days  ago,  near  Bledsoe’s  Lick.  They  have  killed 
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about  twenty-four  persons  in  this  country  in  a few  months,  besides  num- 
bers of  others  in  settlements  near  it. 

‘^Our  dependence  is  much  that  your  Excellency  will  revenge  the  blood 
thus  wantonly  shed. 

^^Your  obedient  servant, 

‘^Anth’y  Bledsoe.'" 

These  two  letters  afford  a view  of  the  sufferings  of  these  stationers — 
their  exposed  situation  and  approaching  perils,  not  as  well  understood 
from  any  other  source.  The  resolution  taken  by  the  Indians  (under 
Spanish  influence)  was,  ^‘to  starve  them  out,"  ‘‘■'burn  them  out,"  “kill 
them  out  and  out.'^  They  came  very  near  accomplishing  such  a ncia- 
rious,  murderous  purpose.  ’ And  well  might  they  apply  to  their  personal 
and  political  friend,  General,  or,  as  they  recognized  and  respectfully 
addressed  him,  His  Excellency,  Governor  Sevier.  He  had  often  in  times 
past  given  the  sfivages  so  many  chastisements  for  their  acts  of  cruelty,  and 
so  distressed  them  by  invasions,  that  tlie  Cumberland  settlements  derived 
some  advantages  therefrom.  The  Indians  could  not  venture  to  leave 
their  nation  in  large  numbers  to  prosecute  a distant  expedition,  for  if 
they  did,  “Chucky  Jack  would  destroy  everybody,  and  all  their  towns 
at  home." 

In  the  very  last  days  of  the  Franklin  government,  the  State  of  Georgia 
had  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Sevier  to  invade  the  Creek  nation, 
and  punish  those  savages  for  their  horrible  murders  of  the  white  people. 
General  or  Governor  Sevier  at  all  times  had  sufficient  influence  and  means 
to  bring  into  the  field  a respectable  force.  He  supplied  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  provisions  for  many  of  his  expeditions  from  his  own  resources. 
He  was,  in  Xovember,  1787,  informed  by  Governor  Matthews,  of  Georgia, 
that  “provision  had  been  made  by  that  State  to  invade  the  Creek  nation 
in  the  spring,  and  to  accept  the  services  of  fifteen  hundred  men  from  the 
patriotic  State  of  Franklin." 

In  the  spring,  (April,  1788,)  when  the  State  of  Franklin  had  virtually 
“ceased  to  be,"  and  he  was  hunted  by  the  authorities  of  the  old  State, 
“as  a partridge  in  the  mountains,"  he  could  assure  Governor  Matthews 
and  other  friends  in  Georgia,  and  in  like  manner  Colonels  llobcrtson  and 
Bledsoe  an<l  the  suffering  ^?eople  on  Cumberland,  that,  “ Let  matters  occur 
as  they  may  here,  (in  Franklin.)  if  I am  spared  I purpose  joining  the 
Georgia  army  with  a considerable  number  of  volunteers,  to  act  in  concert 
against  the  Creeks  ; though  many  of  our  enemies  arc  making  use  of 
every  diabolical  plan  in  their  power,  in  order  to  destroy  our  laudable 
intention." 
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The  appointment  made  in  October,  1787,  by  Congress,  of  three  Com- 
missioners, one  from  Georgia,  one  from  Nortli  and  one  from  South  Caro- 
lina, to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Indians,  induced  the  Governor 
of  Georgia  to  postpone  the  contemplated  expedition  into  the  Creek 
nation.  This  left  Sevier  to  act  at  lionie  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times 
might  demand.  He  knew  that  his  friends  on  Cumberland  were  in 
most  imminent  danger,  and  he  could  not  turn  a deaf  ear  To  the  entreaties 
of  such  men  as  Kobertson  and  Bledsoe.  xVnd  besides  the  outrages  done 
there,  (on  Cumberland,)  similar  ones  were  committed  among  Sevier’s  very 
neighbors. 

He  therefore  invaded  the  Clierokee  country,  (whence  these  murderers 
chiefly  came,)  eiieountored  their  warriors,  and  defeated  them  in  several 
battles,  escaping  marvellously,  without  the  death  of  one  man. 

The  Creeks  and  Cherokees  (mostly  from  Chickamauga  and  Lower 
Towns)  continued  their  murders  on  Cumberland. 

The  Indians  were  greatly  perplexed,  worked  upon,  tampered  with, 
and  by  various  parties.  Tiiere  were  agents  among  them  from  the  Spanish 
Kentucky  Association,  promotive  of  Spanish  views,  as  has  often  been 
charged. 

General  Bowles  was  active  among  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  as  like- 
wise were  tlie  partisans  of  Governor  Blount,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
them  to  commence  hostilities  against  the  subjects  of  Spain  in  the  TToridas 
and  Loui.'iana. 

‘•The  emissaries  of  Genet  were  equally  busy,  but  with  contrary  views.” 
— Western  World,  Sejjf.,  1806. 

The  remark  above  made  about  “ the  partisans  of  Governor  Blount,’^ 
no  doubt  was  made  in  the  sjiirlt  of  condemnation,  in  accordance  with  the 
sentiment  of  the  predominant  party,  and  of  the  administration  by  which 
he  was  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Yiewing  his  motives  and  cundiict  from  the  position  W'e  are  enabled  to 
occupy  at  this  day,  we  must  applaud  instead  of  condemn.  To  divert  the 
Indians  and  Spaniard.s  from  their  wasting  and  bloody  warfare  upon  the 
territory  of  which  he  was  Governor,  was  laudable;  to  make  them  devour 
each  other,  or  to  have  invaded  Indian  and  Spanish  territories  to  punish 
and  subdue  them,  would  have  been  wise  and  just.  Such  measures  would 
only  have  anticipated  events  a few  years.  The  laurels  won  in  the  Creek, 
Seminole,  and  Florida  campaigns  would  have  decked  other  brows. 

But  “the  man”  wa.s  all  tliis  time  among  the  Cumberland  settlers  to 
whom  was  reserved  the  glory  of  achieving  the  purposes  of  pioneer  great 
men,  who  foresaw  and  foretold  groat  and  coming  events  : men  whose  fault 
it  was  to  be  anxious  to  pluck  fruit  before  it  was  fully  ripe.  The  xVmeri- 
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can  government  and  people  could  not  blink  these  c^uestionS;  nor  be 
reluctant  to  recognize  the  necessity  of  terminating  foreign  intermeddling 
and  savage  cruelties. 

Our  narrative  furnishes  but  a tithe  of  the  aggravations  and  insults  to  the 
American  people,  provoking  to  invasion  and  retaliation.  The  offences 
accumulated  until  they  were  past  endurance,  and  the  drama  closed  with 
the  entire  expulsion  of  Spaniards  and  Indians,  and  the  peaceable  occu- 
pancy of  all  the  country  to  the  Gulf  and  to  the  Pacific.  Only  one  act 
remains  as  a small  afterpiece,  .the  receiving  into  the  American  embrace 
all  the  territory  which  Spain  ever  possessed  on  or  near  these  United 
States. 

A settlement  was  commenced  in  this  year  upon  Station  Gamp  Creek. 
It  was  known  as  Hendrick’s.  Mr.  Price  and  his  family  were  interested 
in  the  locations  and  the  buildings,  and  were  lodged  in  one  of  the  houses. 
An  hour  before  daybreak  the  Indians  made  an  attack  by  firing  into  the 
house,  and  then  breaking  open  the  door.  They  rushed  in  and  com- 
menced a general  slaughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  were  killed,  and  several 
of  the  children  were  either  killed  or  severely  wounded.  The  Indians  did 
not  tarry  long  enough  to  scalp  ail  the  dead  and  wounded,  but  fled  and 
concealed  themselves  in  the  cane,  whence  they  again  issued  to  commit 
other  outrages. 

1787.  April  7th. — ^‘The  Grand  Jurors  of  the  State  aforesaid  present 
Jesse  Cain  for  refusing  the  currency  of  the  State  !” 

Here  was  a notable  controversy.  The  State  was  afiSicted  with  a worth- 
less currency,  and  Jesse  Cain,  like  his  illustrious  predecessor,  felt  it  to  be 
^‘too  grievous  to  be  borne,”  and  that  he  should,  by  the  receiving  of  it,  be 
made  a beggar  and  a vagcibond  all  the  days  of  his  life;  therefore  he  refused 
it.  The  State  thought  itself  able  to  punish  him  for  this  refractory  spirit, 
and  determined  to  “give  him  Jesse/’  but  failed.  So  it  was  again  true 
that  “ Cain  killed  Abel  1” 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

1788. 

We  shall  open  the  leaves  of  oiir  history  of  early  times  on  the  Cumber- 
land for  this  year  ■'.vith  tlie  appropriate  language  of  Judge  Hayvrood : 
‘•The  gates  of  this  year  were  unfolded  under  circumstances  less  propi- 
tious than  in  olden  times  usually  accompanied  the  like  ceremony  at  the 
temple  of  Janus.  The  settlers  experienced  a mixtiu’e  of  prosyjc/’zVy  and 
distress” 

We  have  so  long  dwelt  upon  the  dark  shades  of  this  canvas,  that  we 
will  now  gladly  search  out  the  sunny  spots  and  the  fringes  of  light. 
First,  then,  the  ‘‘prosperity,”  and  afterwards  the  ^klistress and,  finally, 
make  some  investigation  into,  or  decomposition  of,  this  ‘‘mixture,”  that 
we  may  show  how  it  was  compounded  and  stirred  up  by  the  infusion  of 
poisonous  foreign  ingredients. 

We  may  premise  tliat  the  proportion  of  “prosperity”  was  very  small, 
really  Jiomceopathic,  or,  according  to  legal  phraseology,  “two  grains  of 
allowance,”  one  in  agriculture  and  one  of  population. 

The  C|uantity  of  “distress”  will  have  to  be  estimated  as  the  pound 
avoirdupois  to  the  two  grains  infinitesimal.  This  mixture  certainly  had 
an  over-proportion  of  hitter  iu  it;  and  yet  Judge  Haywood  asserts  that 
the  whole  composition  furni.shed  “a  foretaste  of  a final  triumph  over  the 
calamities  by  which  the  settlers  had  been  so  long  oppressed.” 

V There  was  a small  increase  of  population.  These  emigrants  were  of 
excellent  character,  and  they  brought  with  them  very  valuable  stocks  of 
cattle  and  other  property  of'  much  worth  in  a new  country.  And  the  few 
-earlier  settlers  now  rejoiced  iu  the  hope  and  assurance  that  these  new  ad- 
venturers would  attract  yet  others.  The  hearts  and  hands  of  all  were 
united  and  strengthened.  They  felt  strong  confidence  of  success — that 
the  settlements  could  and  would  be  maintained;  and  that  the  country 
was  most  hapjdly  adapted  to  agricultural  purposes,  and  the  raising  of 
cattle. 
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The  experiments  already  made  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
attracted  much  attention^  and  aroused  the  ambition  of  farmers.  All  this 
was  hopeliil  and  cheering.  But  they  were  not  to  taste  an  unmiiigled  cup. 
‘•They  we*re  still  to  be  disturbed  by  the  implacable  enmity  of  the  savages.” 

It  would  really  seem  that  as  these  settlements  grew  strong,  and  gave 
the  greater  attention  to  the  peaceful  arts  of  agriculture  and  domestic- 
comforts,  the  fiercer  was  the  warfare  waged  against  them. 

At  this  period  there  were  several  c|uestious  agitating  the  minds  of  the 
people  at  all  these  transmontape  settlements.  Among  stationers  on  the- 
Cumberland  the  one  engrossing  subject  for  years  had  been  how  best  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  murderous  Indians.  Questions  of  polities 
had  not  as  yet  caused  excitement,  or  arrayed  these  few  neighbors  into 
political  party  organizations.  That  day  was  coming:  tliose  topics  were 
now  to  be  presented  and  discussed. 

The  “Confederacy  of  States”  w'as  everywdicre  felt  and  acknowledged 
to  be  “rickety,”  and  inadequate  for  the  protection  and  promotion  of  the 
welfare  of  the  xkmerican  people.  The  settlers  on  Cmiiberland  had  ex- 
perienced benefits  to  a niost  insignificant  extent  from  either  the  State  or 
Confederacy.  The  citizens  of  Xortli  Carolina,  under  various  influences, 
and  with  hopes  and  proffers  of  advantages,  wmi-e  induced  to  keep  aloof 
from  the  proposed  closer  and  stronger  union  of  the  States.  Such  were 
the  pervading  sentiments  in  North  Carolina.  These  matters  had  been 
under  consideration,  warmly  debated  in  the  A tlantic  and  interior  counties, 
but  now  awakened  attention  among  these  remote  woed.-^men,  politely 
called  “outside  barbarians.” 

Very  few  facts  could  be  adduced  from  which  weighty  arguments  might 
be  addressed  to  these  border  settlers,  to  convince  them  that  the  newly 
proposed  “Constitution  for  the  United  States”  would  be  lencfcial  to 
them.  The  question  was,  however,  to  be  presented.  A convention  was 
to  be  held.  The  proposed  Constitution  was  submitted,  and,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  rejected.  Robertson  and  Bledsoe  voted  against  it  at  this 
time. 

It  was  adopted  by  ten  States.  They  constituted  then  “ The  United 
States.”  North  Carolina  stood  as  a separate,  independent  State.  Between 
these  distant,  feeble,  and  exposed  settlements  struggling  for  exi.>tence. 
and  the  united  eastern  States  now  orixaiiizina-  the  “Federal  Union,”  there 
was  an  exten.sive,  unsettled  country,  and  then  the  strong  Oj)position  of 
their  friends  in  the  Atlantic  counties  of  the  Old  North  State.  But, 
besides  all  this,  there  were  offers,  exigencies,  and  arguments  of  almost 
irresistible  power  urged,  and  patent  to  the  mind  of  every  settler  on  the 
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western  waters : they  must  look  and  travel,  trade  and  traffic,  doion  these 
western  rivers  to  the  Gulf  and  ocean. 

During  all  of  this  year  there  were  several  persons  of  great  tact  and 
talent  and  eloquence  busily  engaged  among  the  people  of  Kentucky  and 
Carolina,  urging  their  views  of  a separate  government  west  of  the  moun- 
tains. Such  persons  visited  the  settlements  on  the  Cumberland,  and 
plied  their  arguments  with  utmost  ingenuity  and  plausibility.  Spanish 
lands,  Spanish  gold,  and  Spanish  cominissions,  could  not,  however,  efface 
the  know'ledge  or  belief  of  a malign  Spanish  influence,  which  had  insti- 
gated savage  war,  and  was  now  urging  it  against  these  Cumberland 
people.  “ The  wicked  were  caught  in  their  own  craftiness. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  enter  more  fully  into  this  subject — the 
Spanish  intrigue  and  conspiracy’’ — hereafter. 

Availing  ourselves  of  this  parenthesis,  we  introduce  again  that  inquir- 
ing, detective  and  communicative  agent  of  prominent  public  negotiations 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  James  Cole  Mountfiorence.  He  is  here 
to  locate  many  military  land-warrants,  under  an  Act  of  Assembly  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Continental  line,  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  signal  bravery  and  persevering  zeal  of  such  officers  and  soldiers 
in  said  line.  Whilst  securing  lands  under  warrants  thus  assigned  to  him, 
(for  his  own  use,  and  the  benefit  of  Governor  Davie,  and  others,)  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  political  discussions  and  movements.  He  was  probably 
here  as  the  secret  agent  of  our  government,  the  character  in  which  he 
had  acted  for  our  Commissioners  in  Europe.  He  subscribed  for  town 
lots  in  the  “Cedar  Dluff  town,”  bought  and  sold  lots  and  tracts  of  land 
frequently,*  gave  dinner  and  wdne  parties  generously, j"  talked  politics 
knowingly,  gallanted  ladies  handsomely,  circulated  extensively,  and 
flourished  grandly.”  His  residence  in  Europe,  and  the  position  he  had 
occupied  near  the  American  Commissioners,  his  connection  with  Governor 
Davie,  and  the  reliable  information  he  possessed  of  the  state  of  our  do- 
mestic and  foreign  relations,  made  him  an  acceptable  guest  at  the  homes 
of  Robertson,  Smith,  and  Dledsoe,  of  Menees,  Prince,  and  Montgomery. 

He  made  “an  impression”  at  the  xoeddlng  of  Widow  Johnston  (the 
death  of  whose  husband  at  Johnston’s  Station  we  have  mentioned)  and 
Mr.  Cockrill,  who  lived  at  the  spring  “near  by,”  known  as  Cockrill’s 
Spring.  “ They  had  plenty  of  bear-meat.  Addling  and  dancing  at  all  wed- 
dings.” 


* See  earliest  reconls  of  deeds. 

f Day-book  of  L.  Clarke,  merchant  and  ordinary-keeper,  etc. 
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The  directors  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Nashviiie,  to  wit,  Samuel 
Barton,  Tlionias  Molloy,  and  James  Shaw,  executed  a number  of  deeds  to 
purchasers  of  town  lots.  These  sales  were  of  acre  lots;  the  consideration 
£4  lawful  money  of  North  Carolina,  under  the  rules  and  restrictions  set 
forth  in  the  deeds.  (See  Appendix.)  The  first  volume  of  records  of 
land-titles  w;is  now  opened,  in  the  small,  uniform  handwriting  of  Andrew 
Ewing.  The  town  was  no  longer  in  the  open  woods,  but  under  fence;'* 
bufi'alo  and  deer  did  not  race  through  the  streets.  Besides  the  six  or 
eight  log-houses,  “sixteen  feet  square,  eight  feet  clear  in  the  pitch, 
there  might  be  seen,  in  difierent  directions  among  the  cedars,  ten  or  fifteen 
open  shantees,  and  a few  “wagon  and  bark  tents."”  The  capital  of  Ten- 
nessee in  embryo,  then  “a  lodge  in  the  wilderness,”  and  wholly  unlike 
another,  of  “ magnificent  distances.” 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  ideas  and  expressions  of  “ lanes 
and  alleys”  were  so  prevalent  in  those  days.  A narrow  buffalo  trace 
through  the  thick  cane  Vyurs  regarded  as  “a  grand  highway,”  and  the 
necessities  and  habits  of  emigrants,  if  not  the  dread  of  Indians,  induced 
these  early  settlers  to  regard  a space  of  thirty  and  forty  feet  as  “'a  wide 
berth”  for  all  the  trade  and  travel  which  would  ever  be  done  in  this  Bluif 
city. 

The  splendid  buildings,  five  and  six  stories  in  height,  with  elaborately 
ornamented  fronts  of  brick,  marble,  and  iron,  and  the  “streets,  lanes,  and 
alleys,”  choked,  jammed,  and  obstructed  by  loaded  wagons  and  drays; 
the  carriages  and  omnibuses  of  this  day,  were  not  then  conceived  of  In 
any  brain,  however  fertile. 

Here  is  now  our  beautiful  city,  with  its  teeming  population,  its  thrifiy 
commerce,  its  extensive  warehouses,  attractive  stores,  its  grand  temples 
for  religious  worship,  its  commodious  structures  for  education,  its  acade- 
mies and  colleges;  and,  towering  above  all,  and  grandly  “fini.<hing  off'*' 
the  costly  beauties  of  the  city,  there  is  the  unsurpassed  Capitol,  of  native 
marble,  in  all  its  chaste  and  finished  proportions  — “beautiful  for  situ- 
ation I” 

Here  is  our  beautiful  city,  and  around  is  the  appropriate  framework  of 
lovely  hills,  the  charming  residences  and  rich  farms  of  the  suburbs. 
Bich  and  grand  as  is  the  display  of  art  and  taste  in  the  city,  we  admit 
the  surpassing  magnificence  of  the  landscape. 

Enlarge  and  embellish  it  as  we  may  : let  the  spires  of  its  gildi^d 
temples  pierce  the  heavens ; let  art  and  taste  be  exhausted  in  efforts  to 
add  to  its  grandeur ; then  call  up  tlie  spirit  of  the  pioneer  of  1781-2,  and 
ask,  “Was  ever  change  so  grand  and  glorious Ilis  reply  would 
quickly  be,  “The  hoar-frost  can  excel  it  all!”  That  memorable  morning 
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when  the  heavens  showered  down  their  diamonds,  and  jewelled  every  tree- 
top  and  limb  and  leaf,  would  be  fresh  in  mind,  and  he  would  say,  The 
forests  are  gone  : there  is  no  beauty  or  loveliness  here.'^ 

But  we  must  hasten  back  just  three-score  and  ten  years,  and  into  the 
woods,  v.'hich  then,  in  February,  1788,  were  “here  and  there,  and  every- 
where and  here  and  there,  and  almost  everywhere,  were  the  savages 
‘•on  murderous  deeds  intent.’^  Their  tracks  were  seen  very  near  to  the 
town ; they  were  certainly  concealed  in  the  cane.  The  people  were 
warned  to  be  on  the  look-out,  and  to  avoid  exposure.  “Caution'^  was  the 
word  at  the  stations,  in  the  lields,  and  to  all  passing  to  and  fro. 

The  Indians  had  stolen  corn  from  almost  every  crib.  The  wo^f-trap 
set  to  catch  an  Indian  had  never  taken  and  secured  a prisoner.  Many 
such  traps  were  stolen  or  missing,  whether  by  the  prowling  wolf  or  the 
prowling  savage,  none  could  tell. 

In  an  out-house  or  crib  near  Eaton's  Station  there  were  several  casks 
of  beans,  from  which  it  was  suspected  the  Indians  helped  themselves  at 
night,  by  inserting  an  arm  through  the  space  between  the  logs.  IrYolf 
or  beaver  traps  wmre  set  in  the  beans,  and  chained  to  the  logs  inside. 
And  sure  enough  one  of  the  traps  was  sprung,  and  a man  was  standing- 
close  to  the  outer  wall,  with  his  arm  through  the  crack,  and  could  not 
withdraw  it.  ' 

A generous  negro  had  forced  open  the  door,  and  was  hard  at  work  to 
unlock  the  jaws  of  the  grim  iron  monster.  It  took  the  aid  of  yet  another 
person  to  make  it  “let  go.”  And  then  that  broken  arm  required  splints 
and  bandages.  That  poor  lazy  ichit.e  man  did  not  remain  many  months 
thereafter  in  the  Cumberland  settlements. 

They  never  caught  an  Imlian,  but  lost  several  traps  in  the  attempts. 

At  this  date  the  Indians  (Creeks)  cautiously  approached  Bledsoe's 
Station  in  the  night,  and,  shooting  between  the  logs,  wounded  George 
Hamilton.  They  also  woumlcd  Je.sse  iMaxey,  wdio  was  at  a short  distance 
from  Asher’s  Station.  He  could  not  escape  his  savage  foe;  he  fell,  and 
they  scalped  him,  and  then,  as  he  lay  upon  the  ground,  they  thrust  a 
butcher-knife  into  his  body,  and  departed.  He  was  all  the  time  conscious 
of  what  occurred.  lie  said  they  used  him  very  roughly  in  jerking  off  his 
scalp.  He  thought  the  knife-wound  must  prove  mortal,  and  he  offered 
up  his  final  prayer,  as  he  supposed.  In  this  helpless  and  bleeding  con- 
di,tion  he  tvas  found,  w’-as  taken  to  the  station,  and  recovered. 

William  3Iontg(unery  Ini'l  built  his  house  and  commenced  improve- 
ments on  Drake’s  Creek  in  a ]>revious  year.  One  of  his  sons  was  wounded 
there  in  the  last  year.  Xow  the  Indians  killed  this  same  young  man  and 
two  of  his  brothers,  when  at  the  spring,  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
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from  tlio  liouse.  Tliis  was  a horrible  sight : the  three  interesting  boys 
scalped,  mangled,  and  dead — fallen  together  as  though  they  had  con- 
tended for  each  other.  These  earliest  murders  this  year  were  on  the 
east  side  of  tlie  river,  but  outrages  were  not  limited  to  that  section. 

Early  in  March,  the  Indians  approached  the  “Sugar  Camp,’'  near  the 
residence  or  station  of  Colonel  Robertson,  where  young  Peyton  Robertsun, 
John  Johnston,  and  some  other  boys  were  engaged  in  gathering  the  "say’ 
and  taking  it  to  the  camp,  where  it  was  to  be  boiled  down  to  mola.Sics 
and  sugar — “'the  deliciously  sweet  maple  molasses  and  sugar  I’'  These 
boys  saw  the  Indians  rushing  in  to  cut  off  the  retreat  to  tlie  camp  and 
house  ; they  fled  in  different  directions.  Peyton  was  killed,  probably 
after  he  was  captured;  Johnston  was  made  a prisoner,  and  remained  such 
for  several  years  in  the  “nation.” 

Robert  Jones  was  killed  near  the  house  of  David  "Wilson.  He  had 
been  cautioned  “not  to  be  so  noisy  wherever  he  went,”  thus  giving  notice 
of  his  whereabouts  to  the  Indians.  The  hunter’s  admonition  of  that  day 
has  become  the  political  apothegm  of  this:  “Xever  to  halloo  until  you 
are  out  of  the  woods.”  Jones  was  killed  in  the  day-time;  so  was  Ben 
"Williams  about  the  same  time,  near  the  head  of  Station  Camp  Creek. 

The  widow  Neelly,  a pious  and  excellent  woman,  was  killed  near 
Neelly’s  Lick,  in  Neelly’s  Bend  of  Cumberland;  and  Robert  Edmonson 
had  his  arm  broken  by  a bullet  at  the  same  time  and  place,  but  hid  and 
escaped. 

In  the  month  of  October  of  this  year,  two  men  of  the  names  of  Dun- 
ham and  Astill  were  killed,  at  a few  miles  west  from  Nashville.  They 
were  “scalped”  and  “chopped,”  as  had  become  quite  common.  Dun- 
ham’s station  was  thus  destroyed.  Southerland  Mayfield  h;id  a station 
upon  the  west  fork  of  3Iill  Creek,  a mile  above  Brown’s.  A company  of 
ten  or  twelve  Indians  made  their  appearance  near  the  buildings,  but  dM 
not  attempt  to  enter  any  of  them.  Had  they  made  sucli  attack  they 
could  have  destroyed  women  and  children,  for  the  men  were  at  a con- 
siderable distance  from  the  fort,  engaged  in  building  and  baiting  wolf- 
pens.  The  party  of  Indians  approached  cautiously  tire  place  where  May- 
field  and  his  two  sons  and  31r.  .Jocelyn  were  busily  engaged  on  their 
rude  structure.  They  had  a soldier  placed  on  the  look-out,  or  who 
should  have  been  on  the  “sharp  look-out,”  but  who  had  inexcusably  left 
his  post,  where  the  guns  an<l  otlier  articles  of  the  party  were  deposited. 
“Tlie  Indians  gut  between  the  white  men  and  their  guns.”  Mr.  May- 
field  and  one  of  his  sons  and  the  soldier  were  killed.  The  other  son  of 
Mr.  iMayficM,  named  George,  was  captured,  and  remained  a pri.<oner  ten 
or  twelve  years  in  the  Creek  nation,  (to  which  this  party  of  Indians 
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belonged.)  Mr.  Jocelyn  (afterwards  a Colonel  in  Militia)  had  a close 
race  and  narrow  escape.  The  place  was  abandoned — survivors  removed 
to  Rains’s  Station. 

Brown’s  Station  was  attacked  fiercely,  and  several  persons  killed.  The 

names  of  such  as  have  been  recorded,  are  James  Haggard, — xkdams, 

and  four  boys,  two  of  them  sons  of  Mr.  Stowball  or  Stovall , one,  a son 
' of  Mr.  Brown,  and  the  other  of  3Ir.  Benton,  whose  hither  had  a station 
north  of  Nashville.  In  consequence  of  these  murders  and  the  great 
'perils  at  these  outposts,  this  and  others  recently  commenced  were 
deserted.  The  people  from  Browns  also  retired  to  Rains’s  Station.  The 
hunters,  men  and  boys,  would,  however,  in  contempt  of  the  peril,  occa- 
sionally visit  their  wolf  and  turkey  pens.  And  thus  some  w'ere  captured 
or  killed  of  whom  no  trace  could  be  found. 

/ Bears  and  wolves  were  found  in  great  numbers  for  half-a-dozen  years 
after  the  first  settlement,  in  the  Harpeth  Hills,  ten  or  twelve  miles 
south  of  Nashville.  Although  the  “bear  hunt”  was  laborious  and  dan- 
gerous, yet  man  and  dogs  were  exceedingly  fond  of  it,  and  few  dogs  would 
leave  the  trail  of  a bear  to  scent  that  of  an  Indian.  Yet  one  of  the 
Castlemans  had  such  a dog.  “Red-gill  never  failed  to  open  upon  an 
Indian’s  track,  if  leave  was  given  that  is,  the  slut  would  indicate 
silently  the  nearness  of  Indians,  and  then  at  the  signal  or  word — leaving 
bear,  buffalo,  elk,  or  deer — pursue  the  savage,  always  leading  some  others 
of  the  pack  with  her.  Indians  disliked  to  be  thus  pursued  by  dogs;  they 
were  in  great  perplexity  when  so  pursued.  If  they  fired  at  them  they 
seldom  killed  them,  and  if  they  failed  to  kill,  or  only  wounded,  the  pack 
was  often  the  more  fierce,  and  allowed  no  time  to  reload ; and  then  was 
the  time  for  the  white  hunter  to  rush  into  the  thickest  of  the  fray. 
Several  Indians  were  overtaken  and  killed  in  just  such  contingencies  as 
these.  Several  instances  could  be  mentioned  in  w'hich  hunters  rushed 
upon  Bruin  to  relieve  their  dogs,  and  were  in  great  peril  of  their  own 
lives.  Rains  and  Buchanan  had  such  a contest  wdth  a bear  and  her 
whelps,  and  they  said  they  would  prefer  to  encounter  half-a-dozen 
Indians. 

Consultations  vrere  held  among  the  “head-men  of  the  settlements.” 
Measures  were  proposed  for  retaliation.  Men  were  ready  to  volunteer 
for  such  a service  and  go  at  a moment’s  warning.  Some  doubts  were 
expressed  as  to  the  town.s  whence  those  murderers  came;  the  general 
belief,  sustained  by  much  proof,  wa.s,  tliat  they  were  Creeks.  And  what 
just  cause  had  they  to  wage  such  a warfare  ? If  it  was  to  be  avenged  for 
the  deaths  of  the  fo\v  men  of  their  nation  who  were  slain  at  Cold  AVater, 
they  had  already  taken  the  lives  of  at  least  two  for  one,  and  property  a 
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tliousand  times  more  valuable.  Colonel  Robertson  and  Colonel  Bledsoe, 
as  the  authorized  representatives,  civil,  military,  and  political,  of  the  two 
counties,  Davidson  and  Suinner,  were  considered  to  be  the  proper  persons 
to  attend  to  the  interests  of  their  constituents — to  give  their  opinions, 
and  to  direct  such  measures  as  they  might  deem  proper.  They  “believed 
that  his  Satanic  majesty  instigated  the  Spaniards,  and  he  and  the  Span- 
iards in  partnership  instigated  the  Creeks ; and  that,  in  all  probability, 
the  biggest  devil  in  human  form  was  the  Creek  chief.'^ 

These  gentlemen  addressed  a joint  letter  to  this  chief,  Alexander 
McGiUivray,  and  in  the  early  part  of  3Iarch  forwarded  it  by  the  hands 
of  Messrs.  Iloggatt  and  Ewing,  who  in  fact  volunteered  to  undertake  the 
long  journey  and  mission.  They  proceeded  to  Little  Tallassee,  the  resi- 
dence of  3IcGilIivray ; were  politely  received,  hospitably  entertained,  and 
thence  returning,  brought  a reply  dated  April  4th,  1788.  To  this  cor- 
respondence, the  character  and  conduct  of  this  crafty  and  induential 
chief,  we  must  devote  a chapter  at  some  later  date.  Hoggatt  and  Ewing 
expected  some  good  influence  to  result  from  the  visit  they  had  made, 
and  their  interviews  with  McGiUivray.  lie  made  professions  and  pro- 
mises, but  he  was  speaking  and  acting  falsely,  or  else  could  not  exert  an 
authority  wRich  should  exempt  the  Cumberland  settlers  from  depreda- 
tions by  his  people.  To  which  of  these  conclusions  we  must  arrive  will 
be  determined  by  future  developments. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  many  improvements  were  made  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bledsoe  and  Greenfield  Stations.  The  Bledsoes  were  re- 
garded by  their  fellow-citizens  as  being  in  a fair  way  to  enjoy  the  homes 
they  had  selected  at  so  early  a day,  and  for  which  they  had  endured  so 
many  perils  and  so  much  suflering.  But  now  falls  a heavy  blow  upon 
that  settlement  and  upon  the  entire  Cumberland  community.  On  the 
20th  of  July,  in  the  evening,  Colonel  Anthony  Bledsoe  heard  his  cattle 
running  past  the  door  of  his  house  and  the  dogs  barking.  He  stepped 
out  of  his  room  into  an  open  passage  between  his  double  loof-houso,  and 
was  instantly  fired  upon  and  mortally  wound.  He  lived  long  enough  in 
full  possession  of  his  senses  to  give  directions  about  his  wm-ldly  alfairs, 
make  his  will,  and  leave  some  last  words  of  comfort  to  his  afilietod  family. 
“A  young  man  named  Campbell  was  killed  at  the  same  time." 

The  heart  of  Colonel  Robertson  had  been  pierced  again  and  again  : 
this  death  was  an  almost  crushing  blow  to  him.  With  tlie  Bledsoes  he 
had  long  been  intimate;  they  had  taken  counsel  togetlier,  tliey  had  toiled 
and  travelled  together.  From  carlv  life  they  had  a.'.-^ociated  in  the 
managamient  of  private  and  public  atlairs;  they  v.'cre  steadfast  friends, 
and  by  their  office  as  Representatives  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  recent 
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measures  to  discover,  and,  if  possible,  abate  or  remove  tbe  causes  of 
enmity  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  Creeks,  they  fervently  hoped  to  render  united 
and  lasting  service. 

But  now  this  earliest  of  pioneers,  this  upright  man,  reliable  friend  and 
valuable  citizen,  is  suddenly  cut  down,  savjigely  murdered  in  his  own 
house  and  in  tlie  presence  of  his  family.  There  was  lamentation  through- 
out the  settlements,  and  had  there  been  any  intermission 'to  the  duty  of 
watchfulness  and  defence,  public  demonstrations  of  sad  respect  would 
have  attended  his  funeral.  Armed  men  came  to  bury  him  : hardy  woods- 
men w'ere  there  : every  man  came,  and  marched  in  the  solemn  procession 
with  his  rifle  upon  his  shoulder  and  deep  grief  within  his  heart } and 
there  they  buried  him.* 

Shortly  after  Col.  Bledsoe  was  killed,  the  Indians  killed,  scalped,  and 
hacked  a man  by  the  name  of  Waters.  He  W’as  fishing  ^An  a deep  hole” 
in  the  creek  a short  distance  from  Cragfont,  the  residence  of  Col.  Win- 
chester. 

/~  Ten  or  a dozen  new  ‘Hlea rings”  were  commenced  in  Sumner  county  in 
the  fall  of  this  year.  These  emigrants  came  under  the  escort  of  the 
guard  commanded  by  Colonel  IMansker  and  Major  Kirkpatrick,  Other 
families  came  at  the  same  time  and  settled  near  other  stations.  In  all 
there  were  twenty-two  families,  or  about  one  hundred  and  forty  persons, 
white  and  black.  They  brought  wdth  them  an  unusual  amount  of  house- 


* This  sad  event,  as  related  by  one  of  the  family  some  ten  years  since,  is  thus : 
On  the  night  of  20tl\  July,  1788,  a number  of  Indians  approached  and  placed 
themselves  in  ambush  about  forty  yards  in  front  of  a passage  dividing  the  log- 
houses  occupied  by  the  two  families  of  Anthony  and  Isaac  Bledsoe.  To  draw  the 
men  out,  they  then  sent  some  of  their  party  to  cause  an  alarm,  by  riding  rapidly 
through  the  lane  in  fruiit.  Housed  by  the  noise,  Col.  Anthony  Bledsoe  rose  aud 
went  to  the  gate.  As  he  opened  it,  he  was  shot  down ; the  same  shot  killing  an 
Irish  servant,  named  Campbell,  who  liad  long  been  attached  to  him.  The  Colonel 
did  not  expire  immediately,  but  was  carried  into  the  hotise,  while  preparations 
were  made  for  defence  by  (.ien.  Wm.  Hall,  and  tlie  port-holes  manned  till  break  of 
day.  The  wife  of  Isaac  Bledsoe  suggc.sted  to  her  husband,  aud  then  to  her  broth- 
er-in-law, in  view  of  the  near  ap{>mach  of  death,  that  he  should,  by  will,  make 
provision  for  his  seven  daughters.  He  had  surveyed  largo  tracts  of  land  and  se- 
cured grants  for  several  tliousaud  acres.  The  law  of  North  Carolina  then  gave 
all  lands  to  the  sons,  to  the  exclusion  of  daughters, 

Mr.  Clendening  wrote  the  will ; Col.  Isaac  Bledsoe  suppoi-ted  his  dying  brother 
while  he  affixed  his  signature,  and  thus  w'ere  all  his  children  left  to  share  in  his 
landed  estate. 

But  the  devoted  wife,  wlmse  name  this  provitlence  had  changed  to  “widow,” 
had  yet  to  suffer  from  savage  cruelty. 
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hold  stuff,  and  a good  variety  and  large  stock  of  cattle,  and  ^‘sonie 
of  the  best  game-cliickcns  and  stallions/’  “They  had  more  iron  kettles, 
pewter  plates,  iron  spoons,  and  crockery  ware,  than  had  ever  been  seen  in 
these  regions  before.”  ^ 

“They  were  a fore-handed  people,  well  off  and  likely  to  do  well,  and 
everybody  was  glad  to  see  them.” 

“ Bees”  for  log-rolling  and  house-raising  were  more  numerous  this  ffill 
and  winter  than  they  had  ever  before  been  known. 

TENNESSEE  COUNTY.* 

In  this  year  a new  county  was  authorized  to  be  organized,  taken  from 
the  northern  portion  of  Davidson,  and  to  be  called  Tennessee,  extending 
from  the  Kentucky  line  westwardly  and  across  the  Cumberland,  and  em- 
bracing a large  extent  of  territory. 

Although  an  act  was  passed  for  the  erection  of  such  a county,  and 
some  measures  were  taken  in  the  next  year  for  such  a purpose,  yet  a 
complete  organization  did  not  take  place  until  January,  1791,  under  the 
Territorial  Government.  lYe  state  this' as  the  impression  of  some  aged 
citizens,  who  seem  to  be  confirmed  in  their  recollections  when  informed 
that  there  are  no  records  to  be  found  of  a date  earlier  than  1791. 

The  existing  records  begin  on  31ouday,  17th  January,  1791,  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Tennessee  County,  3d  Monday  in  Jan.,  1791. 

“Present,  the  Worshipful  Benj’n  Menees. 

“The  Court  was  called,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow.” 

“Tuesday,  IStli  Jan.,  1791. 

“The  Worshipful  Benj’n  lienees  called  Court,  and  produced  a Com- 
mission as  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Tennessee  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  his  Excellency  William  Blount,  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  south  of  the  River  Ohio,  bearing  date  15th 
Dec.,  1790. 

“ Proclamation  being  made  of  the  Justices  appointed,  George  Bell, 
Esrp,  John  Philips,  Esrp,  and  IMartin  Duncan,  Es<p,  commissioned  as 
aforesaid,  took  the  oath  of  office,  etc. 

“Anthony  Crutcher,  Es<(.,  produced  a commission  from  his  Excellency 
as  Clerk  of  this  Court,  upon  which  the  said  Anthony  Crutcher,  /><  i.uj  aj>- 
2)oinfed  bij  the  Court,  took  the  oath  and  entered  into  bond  in  35000. 

“James  Boy<],  appointed  Sheriff  till  July  term  next.  Hopkins  Lacy 
and  Bennett  Searcy,  E.sqs.,  Attorneys  at  Law.” 

* For  Tobacco  Statistics,  see  Chapter  XX. 
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At  the  April  Tenn,  John  3Ionto-omery,  Esq.,  produced  the  Governor’s 
commission,  and  took  the  oath  and  his  seat  as  a Justice. 

But  an  examination  ot‘  the  records  of  1791  furnishes  us  the  evidence 
of  business  transacted  by  the  Justices  of  the  county  in  April,  1790, 
relating  to  the  year  1789. 

Under  date  of  “ October  ISth,  1791,”  is  the  following  entry : 

“ Ordered  that  the  Auditors  appointed  at  the  April  Term  in  the  last 
i/car,for  the  year  1789,  be  appointed  for  the  year  1790,  and  that  they 
act  accordingly.” 


It  was  customary  with  the  Court  dt  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions  to 
appoint,  in  each  year.  Commissioners  to  audit  and  allow  claims  against  the 
county  which  had  originated  in  the  ])7-cvious'  year.  In  1788,  '89,  ’90, 
these  were  almost  exclusively  ‘^certificates  to  persons  who  had  served  as 
soldiers  in  the  Guards,  to  escort  emigrants  from  Ilolston  to  Cumberland.” 
AVe  are  enabled  to  give  one  of  these  Guard  Certificates,  or  a complete 
Roll  of  a Guard  Company  of  Tennessee  County,  sworn  to  before  Ben- 
jamin Alenees,  Esep,”  who  was  the  first  “Worshipful”  of  the  county: 


“Tennessee  County,  Nov.  8th,  1790. 

“ these  are  to  Certify  that  agreeable  to  General  orders  Capt.  AVilliam 
Glass  served  on  Guard  to  Ilolston  and  back  as  Captain  and  the  following 
is  a true  Return  of  the  privates, 


“ Robf  Prince 
“Benjamin  Hudson 
“John  French 
“ Pavid  Walace 
“ Isaac  Henry 
“ Richard  Martin 


Who  Served  36  Days 

> 

William  Glass” 


On  the  back  is  tliis  certificate : 

“ Jenevery  y^  28  this  day  Captain  W“  glass  maid  oath  that  this  is  a 


true  and  just  return 

“ Sworn  to  before  me 


“Benjamin  Menees 


“ Esqr.” 


In  further  proof  of  a county  organization  of  an  earlier  date,  we  quote 
the  following  entry,  under  date  of  19th  April,  1791  : 

“Joseph  Xevill,  as Jormrr  Slirrijf,  is  allowed  £12  for  his  Ex-Officio 
service.s  for  the  term  of  nine  months  in  rho  year  1790.” 


The  Court  gave  attention  to  “the  streets  and  Public  Lot”  in  the  town 
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• of  CUirksvillC;  appointing  ovenseers  and  “the  hands  to  work  on  and  clear 
them  out.’' 

Wc  cull  from  these  old  records  a few  items  somewhat  curious  and  of 
a tell-tale  character.  Nicholas  Coonrod  (who  is  one  of  the  worthies 
whose  signature  may  be  seen  on  the  roll  of  names  to  the  Compact  of 
Government,  1st  May,  1780)  sued  out  an  attachment  against  thirfi/-jnne 
individuals  whom  he  supposed  might  be  indebted  to  one  Samuel  Stout, 
against  whom  he  held  a small  judgment.  . Of  the  thirty-nine,  twenty- 
nine  swear  “they  owe  him  nothing,”  nine  owe  for  “a  point  of  whiskey,” 
or  “a  dinner  and  a point  of  whiskey;”  and  “William  Keasons  owes 
nothing,  but  has  a BiUe  in  his  hand  which  he  has  reason  to  think  be- 
longs to  defendant,  and  therefore  delivers  it.”  We  care  nothing  about 
the  whiskey,  but  vre  think  w’e  know  somebody  who  would  rejoice  to  see 
that  “old  Bible.” 

Of  all  places  of  notoriety  mentioned  in  these  old  records,  the  one  which 
enjoyed  preeminence  was  “Patton’s  Still-House.”  We  have  not  learned 
its  whereabouts  im  the  county,  but  the  frequent  orders  for  “viewing, 
laying  off,  and  clearing  out’'  roads  “to  it,”  “from  it,”  and  “by  it,” 
induce  the  opinion  that  it  was  “a  favorite  watering-place  in  its  day,”  and 
a rival  to  the  town.  There  was  one  very  significant  name  in  the  sam.e 
direction  and  neighborhood,  ihat  of  “Jacob  Wine-Mil/erB  Jacob  was 
appointed  on  the  first  jury  to  view  and  lay  off  a road  from  Clarksville  by 
Brantley’s  Ferry  to  the  Stiil-IIouse;  and  he  had  associated  with  him 
eleven  very  worthy  men,  such  as  John  Montgomery,  Ilimh  Bell,  and 
Philip  Hornbarger  ; but,  in  the  dozen  or  more  orders,  all  the  jurors  are 
directed  to  select  and  take  “'the  nearest  and  best  route  to  Patton’s  Still- 
House !”  Jacob  must  have  moved  away,  or  “settled  on  his  lees”  right 
there,  for  several  of  the  last  orders  are,  “to  clear  the  track  by  M’ine- 
Miller’s  old  field  to  Patton’s  Still-House.” 

1792.  The  tax  levied  in  this  year  was  3s.  on  each  poll,  and  l.s.  on  each 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  os.  on  every  hundred  pounds’  worth  of  pro- 
perty, for  contingent  charges.  Double  these  sums  to  discharge  arrearages 
due  the  different  guards  sent  to  escort  families  from  Holston,  payable  in 
certificates  or  cash. 

We  find  upon  these  old  records  the  name  of  that  ubiquitous  and 
mysterious  person,  James  C.  Mountflorence,  and  here  again  he  appears 
and  disappears  in  character: 

“Wm.  Crutcher  ^ , 

! (jrarnishecs  sworn. 

James  C.  Mountflorence  j 

“Anth'y  Crutcher  has  a tumbler,  3 chairs  and  a Bowl.” 
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Several  persons  answer  tliat  they  ^^owe  him  nothing,  hut  that  their 
wives  have  some  articles  which  they  purchased  of  J/rs.  Sanders  d’  Such 
is  the  record. 

Here  are  the  footprints  of  ^^an  elegant  gentleman.”  The  man  who 
could  pry  into  the  secrets  of  Talleyrand,  the  Directory,  and  of  Napoleon, 
must  needs  he  a man  of  etiquette  and  shrewdness  and  versatility.  He 
who  could  grace  an  assenihly,  and  flirt  with  the  holies  of  Paris,  could  sit  on 
a stool  or  dance  with  the  pioneer  women  on  a dirt  floor  in  log-cahins  on 
the  Cumberland.  To  ladies  dressed  in  silks  and  satins  at  the  Tuileries, 
and  to  those  who  appeared  in  homespun  and  moccasins,  he  could  he 
alike  graceful  and  polite.  If  he  dined  with  the  nobility  in  Europe,  he 
drank  red-wine  and  relished  buffalo  tongue  and  bear-meat  with  tlieir 
peers  on  our  Sewanee.  At  Nashville  and  Clarksville  he  was  the  same 
astute  observer,  and  polished,  ffiscinating  gentleman  that  he  had  been  at 
Paris  and  Versailles ; and  which  he  continued  to  be  when  again  there  in 
1799,  with  Marshall  and  Ellsworth  and  Davie. 

But  those  three  chairs,  that  Bowl  and  tumbler,”  had  they  tongues, 
could  tales  unfold  and  secrets  tell.” 

Close  upon  the  heels  of  this  ^‘case  of  x^ttachment,”  comes  the  following 
entry,  which  , we  copy  verbatim  et  under  date  of  April,  1793  : 

John  Irwin,  of  my  free  will  and  accord,  do  hearby  acknowledge 
and  certify,  the  Rashelly  and  ScandouUous  lleport  that  I have  Baised 
and  Deported  Coacearned  Miss  Polly  Mcfadin,  is  faidse  and  Groundless, 
and  that  I had  no  Dight,  Reason  or  Cause  to  Believe  the  same.  Given 
under  my  hand  this  26.  March  1793. 

“Test  “(Signed)  John  Irwin. 

“Francis  Prince, 

“Robert  Ashley. 

“Also  proven  by  the  oath  of  Francis  Prince.” 

If  any  of  our  readers  should  be  vexed  with  an  unsatisfied,  unenlight- 
ened curiosity  to  know  wliat  this  “Raskelly  and  ScandouUous  Report” 
was,  we  must  leave  them  where  John  Irwin  said  he  was — in  the  dark 

This  Honorable  Court,  consisting  of  “The  Worshipful  Francis  Prince, 
John  Philips,  Isaac  Philips,  and  Jolin  Montgomery,  Esqrs.,”  on  the  16th 
July,  1793,  regarded  itself  as  invested  with  some  high  prerogatives,  and, 
like  that  in  Davidson  county,  was  not  afraid  to  record  its  opinions  and 
decrees,  even  to  the  annulling  of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  legislative 
power.  The  record  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  we  copy  it : 

“Anth’y  Crutcher,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Tennessee  County,  came  into  Court 
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and  offered  .James  Adams^  Hugh  McCollum  and  .Julius  Sanders,  his 
securities  for  liis  collecting  fines  and  taxes  on  Writs,  &c.,  agreeable  to  a 
Law  passed  by  Governor  Blount  and  two  of  the  Judges,  (to  wit,  Ander- 
son and  Campbell :)  tbe  Court  refused  to  have  any  security  from  the 
Clerk,  as  they  did  consider  that  law  was  made  witliout  any  authority: 
And  they  would  pay  no  attention  to  it — and  directed  the  Clerk  not  to 
receive  any  of  the  taxes  agreeable  to  that  law : Also  Hugh  Lewis, 

Register  for  the  County  aforesaid,  tendered  sec’y.  for  the  receiving  Taxes 
on  Deeds,  &c.,  but  the  Court  also  refused  as  above,  and  directed  him  not 
to  receive  any  taxes  on  Deeds,  &g.” 

Perhaps  this  law  of  the  Legislative  Council  raked  over  the  coals 
wliicli  had  "been  left  in  the  fire  kindled  by  the  old  British  ‘L'^tamp  Act.'^ 
The  question  was  debated  for  a few  months,  and  at  a subsequent  term 
the  Court  reversed  its  decision,  and  received  the  securities. 

Whether  it  had  been  customary  for  the  jurors  to  squat  tailor-fashion 
or  toad-fashion  down  on  the  ground  in  the  presence  of  the  M'orshipful 
Court,  or,  being  taken  from  the  hj-standers,  were  to  remain  standing 
during  the  trial  of  causes,  wm  know  not;  but  in  the  fall  of  1703,  the 
Court  ordered  James  xVdams  to  make  seats  for  the  jurors  to  sit  on.’'’ 

As  Xashville  had  its  Black  Bobb”  and  Black  Bobb’s  Tavern,^’  so 
Clarksville  enjoyed  a like  advantage  and  reputation  in  •Gi’msar,  a servant 
of  Captain  Prince.”  ‘LVnd  the  Court  passed  a resolution  tliat  Cmsar  be 
permitted  to  build  a house  in  one  corner  or  side  of  the  FahUc  Lott,  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  cakes  and  beer,  etc.,  so  long  as  he  conducts  Idmself 
in  an  orderly  manner  and  has  permission  from  his  master.”  I‘crsons  are 
now  living  who  bought  cakes  and  beer,”  and  ‘‘bread  and  meat,”  from 
Cmsar  at  his  house  in  one  corner  of  the  “ Public  Lott,”  and  say,  “ He  liad 
just  as  good  as  anybody  in  those  days.” 

In  the  next  year  licenses  were  granted  to  several  persons  to  keep 
“ordinaries,”  or  taverns.  At  the  same  time  that  “Boyd’s  Red  H-ufer” 
was  yielding  her  poisonous  stufi'  at  Ahishville,  “Patton’s  Buffalo  Bull” 
was  “horning”  the  people  around  ClarLsville. 

We  have  mentioned  the  death  of  Colonel  Evan  Shelby,  and  the  loss  of 
his  goods  upon  the  Cumberland.  A negro  woman  belcnging  to  him  had 
escaped,  and  found  a home  and  a husband  among  the  Chiekasaws.  and 
there  were  difficulties  interposed  to  her  recovery.  At  least,  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  the  Court  induced  it  to  pass  an  or<ler  authorizing 
Closes  Shelby,  the  admin i.strator,  to  sell  her  as  a runaway  for  wh.-it  he 
could  get.  The  administrator  thereupon  gives  a I’nwcr  of  Att-wney  to 
David  Smith  to  sell  her,  and  “Smith  reports  that  he  sold  her  for  the 
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of  ?1G0,  payable  in  an  order  on  Captain  Stone,  of  Knoxville,  Attorney 
for  John  FitclJ^iiy  Lincaster  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  alrio  two  horses.'' 
Interpreters  were  usually  called  ^^Linguisters  F here  it  is  yet  further 
corrupted  to  Lincastcr. 

In  1796,  ^^I)r.  rdoriran  Brown  was  authorized  to  establish  a ferry 
across  the  Cumberland,  at  Bloiintsborough ) and  to  build  a mill,  a fioatiiig 
mill,  on  either  side  on  the  main  Cumberland  Kiver,  opposite  Deson's 
Island,  on  either  side  or  on  both  sides,  as  he  may  see  cause.”  And  an  acre 
of  ground  on  each  side  was  condemned  for  the  benefit  of  the  mill.  Edmond- 
son’s mill,  and  others  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  had,  fot  years  before 
this,  cracked  corn  and  made  meal  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  county.  Several 
floating  mills  were  put  in  operation  at  the  various  rapids  on  this  river. 
Some  of  them  were  continued  for  a dozen  or  twenty  years.  Some  families 
got  their  bread  by  these  mills,  but  no  man  ever  made  his  fortune  by  a 
‘^floating  mill,”  so  said  “Jo.  Miller”  and  “Doctor  Brown,”  both  of  them 
famous  as  corn-crackers  and  crackers  of  jokes. 

NARRATIVE  OF  THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  COLONEL  JOSEPH  BROWN,  OF 
MAURY  COUNTY,  TENNESSEE. 

The  following  narrative  we  have  heard  from  the  venerable  man  himself, 
at  his  own  hospitable  residence.  But  in  the  form  now  presented,  we  are 
permitted  to  copy  it  from  ^Yales’  South-Western  Monthly,  of  January, 
1852  : 

“I  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  2d  August,  1772.  3Iy  father  was  an 
active  man  in  the  struggle  for  Independence  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  with  Great  Britain,  and  served  as  a guide  to  Colonel  "Washington’s 
and  Colonel  Lee’s  troops  of  horse,  W'hen  they  were  in  Guilford  county. 
North  Carolina,  at  tlie  time  of  the  battle  at  that  place,  15th  March,  17S1. 
For  this  service  he  received  a certificate,  paid  afterwards  in  land,  when 
the  ofl5.ee  was  opened  at  Hillsborough,  in  1783.  He  entered  several 
tracts  of  land  on  ].)uck  River,  and  on  the  'waters  of  Cumberland  and 
Tennessee;  and  he  was  endeavoring  to  get  to  them  when  his  boat  was 
taken  by  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  as  there  was  no  road  to  Nashville, 
only  a pathway,  and  that  by  Kentucky.  . . . Others  had  taken  the 

river  route,  and  my  father  was  resolved  to  pursue  the  same  course. 

“In  April,  1788,  we  set  sail,  or  commenced  our  descent  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. When  "we  wore  passing  the  Chickamauga  towns,  the  Indians 
sent  runners  across  from  Cliattanooga  to  Running  Water  and  Nickajack 
towns  below,  giving  notice  of  our  approach. 

“There  was  a half-breed  Indian  there,  named  John  Vann,  who  spoke 
English  plainly.  As  we  came  nearly  opposite  Running-Water  town,  we 
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saw  a number  of  canoes  ascending  the  river,  evidently  prepared  to  en- 
counter and  arrest  us.  They  bad  flags  unfurled.  They  came  along- 
side of  our  boat,  when  my  father  remarked,  ‘There  are  too  many  of  you 
at  one  time.’  lie  had  been  hailed  by  Vann,  and  found  that  there  was  at 
least  one  who  could  speak  and  understand.  English  • therefore  ho  objected 
to  their  crowding  around  our  boat  in  such  niim.bers ; and  vre  discovered 
the  Indians  were  taking  up  their  guns  and  hatchets  from  thu  bottoms  of 
their  canoes,  where  they  had  them  covered  by  their  blankets. 

“Vann  replied  to  my  father,  ‘It  is  time  of  peace;  we  keep  the  Hope- 
well  and  Ilol.ston  treaties.  We  only  want  to  see  where  you  are  going, 
and  to  trade  with  you,  if  you  have  any  thing  to  trade  on.’ 

“ By  this  stratagem  they  got  on  board  of  our  boat.  There  were  four 
of  their  canoes  whicli  had  thus  boarded  ours,  but  there  were  many  others 
coming,  or  along  the  shore.  They  forced  our  boat  to  the  shore,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  in  front  of  iS’ickajack. 

“ Vann  kept  up  conversation  with  my  flither,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiv- 
ing him;  talked  of  the  danger  of  the  Muscle  Slioals,  and  that  one  of 
their  number  would  accompany  us. 

“Very  soon  after  we  reached  the  shore,  an  Indian  really  drunk,  or  pre- 
tending to  be  so,  was  flourishing  a sword  in  a careless  or  threatening 
manner.  He  caught  me  by  the  arm,  and  pulled  me  to  one  side,  as  if  to 
do  me  harm.  My  father  took  hold  of  the  Indian,  told  him  I was  his 
little  boy,  and  he  must  not  touch  me.  He  let  me  go,  but  as  soon  as  my 
father  turned  his  back,  he  struck  lay  father  with  utmost  fury  across  the 
back  of  the  neck,  cutting  his  head  nearly  off,  as  I noticed  when  my  father 
fell  overboard  into  the  river. 

“ I then  ran  for  ward  to  the  bow  of  the  boat.  The  Creeks  had  taken  my 
mother,  little  brother,  and  three  sisters  out  of  our  boat  into  their  canoes, 
and  landed  at  a short  distance  off.  There  they  all  went  ashore,  and  tlie 
Creeks  started  aw'ay  with  their  prisoners.  My  oldest  and  youngest  sisters 
were  brought  back  the  next  morning  to  Nickajack. 

“When  I had  reached  the  shore  and  gone  upon  the  bank,  I was  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  an  old  white  man,  who  told  me  I must  go  home 
with  him,  about  a mile  distant.  IMany  of  the  Indians  wore  engaged  and 
had  been  busy  in  searching  our  boat,  and  knocking  open  boxes  and 
barrels. 

“The  white  man  and  myself  walked  away,  and  I soon  heard  a number 
of  guns  fired.  I thought  it  might  be  that  the  Indians  had  shot  off  the 
guns  they  had  taken  from  our  men.  I did  not  then  think  of  their  killing 
any  more  than  my  father;  and  the  Indian  who  had  done  that  deed  was  a 
drunkard. 
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The  old  man  in  mIiosg  care  I wa>s,  told  me,  before  we  reached  his 
bouse,  that  be  expected  all  tbe  white  men  from  our  boat  were  killed,  and 
that  was  the  occasion  of  the  firing  and  great  noise.  The  wife  of  this,  mj 
conductor,  was  of  French  descent,  as  she  and  the  old  man,  her  husband, 
told  me.  She  was  a French  girl  who  had  been  captured  near  Mobile 
when  she  was  very  young.  Her  husband,  the  old  man,  looked  much 
like  a half-breed,  though  he  claimed  to  be  English  or  American.  His 
name  was  Tunbridge,  and  he  had  a son  a noted  warrior  and  a head- 
man,. whose  Indian  name  was  Chia-chaft-alla.  Among  white  people  he 
was  called  Torn  Tunhr'nhje.  Ris  mother  was  a full-blood  Indian.  The 
old  French  woman  was  hLs  step-mother.  • 

^Mt  was  this  Chia-chatt-alla,  or  Tom  Tunbridge,  who  claimed  me  as 
his  prisoner,  and  had  committed  me  to  the  charge  of  his  father.  He 
intended  I should  make  corn  for  the  old  people,  and  serve  them  as  a son. 
After  I had  arrived  at  the  cabin,  there  came  in  an  old  fat  squaw,  who 
began  an  angry  conversation  with  fmy  old  Miss,  and  Mass.,’  and  often 
turned  to  me  with  a most  threatening  countenance.  They  afterward.s 
told  me  that  she  complained  of  their  attempt  to  save  my  life,  for  that  ^ I 
was  large  enough  to  notice  every  thing,  and  would  escape,  and  some  day 
pilot  an  army  there,  and  destroy  them  all !’  I did  not  then  consider  this 
prophetic,  or  ever  likely  to  come  to  pass ) but  it  did. 

^‘The  old  fat  squaw  said  her  son  would  come  and  kill  me.  His  name 
was  Ciitte-afoij.  He  was  head-man  of  the  town  of  Tuscagee,  a small  town 
opposite  to  Chattanooga.  When  he  came  to  Tunbridge’s  hut,  he  asked 
for  me,  and  declared  his  intention  to  kill  me.  He  drew  his  knife,  ap- 
proached me  with  such  purpose,  when  the  wife  of  Tunbridge  interposed. 

should  not  be  killed  in  her  house.’  He  caught  hold  of  me  and 
jerked  me  out  of  the  door.  There  I saw  ten  or  a dozen  Indians  with 
guns  pointed  at  me,  and  tomahawks  raised  to  chop  me  into  mince-mcat. 
The  old  French  woman  followed  me  out  and  begged  for  my  life.  They 
spurned  her  away.  She  then  said  they  should  not  spill  my  blood  there, 
nor  in  the  path  to  the  spring.  (This  she  explained  to  mo  afterwards.) 

“They  then  pulled  me  to  one  side  and  began  to  strip  oft  my  clothes, 
that  tliey  might  not  be  blooded  at  my  slaughter.  The  old  woman  con- 
tinued her  entreaties.  Finally  she  happened  to  use  the  proper  argument. 
She  asked  Cutte-atoy  if  he  took  any  of  the  white  men  prisoners.  He 
could  not  say  he  did.  Slie  replied,  ‘This  is  none  of  your  prisoner.  He 
belongs  to  my  son  Chia-chatt-alla.  He  will  avenge  the  death.’ 

“Some  of  the  Indians  who  had  come  with  Ciittc  said,  ‘ Cutte-atoy  cap- 
turc»l  a negro  woman,  and  has  sent  her  up  to  Tuscagee  already.’  This 
aroused  the  foster-mother,  who  commenced  more  vehemently  to  reproach 
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n,ncl  tlien  to  threaten  that  if  he  hilled  me,  her  step-son,  Chia-chatt- 
alla,  woald  kill  the  negro  TTomaii.  ^He  had  better  go  along  home  to  his 
negro  Yomanf 

‘‘The  other  Indians  by  this  time  joined  ’\Tith  the' woman,  saying  that 
Cbia-chutt-alla  would  be  sure  to  do  as  she  had  said.  And  to  this  opinion 
Cutte-atoy  very  soon  arrived.  My  pantaloons  had  been  restored  to  me.  I 
drew  them  on,  for  I felt  rather  uncomfortable,  in  everi/  way,  ‘jirst  at  tha: 
particular  time.'’  I was  permitted  to  return  into  the  cabin.'  Old  Tun- 
bridge told  me  I was  one  of  his  family : I must  call  him  ^ Uncle,’  and 
young  Tom  Tunbridge  ‘ Brother.’  The  hair  was  shaved  from  my  Itcad, 
leaving  only  a small  scalp-lock  on  top,  in  which  to  tie  a bunch  of  featlicrs. 
I was  also  deprived  of  my  pantaloons  and  supplied  with  a strip  of  clotli, 
or  piece  of  stroud,  ‘like  other  boys  of  my  age.’  I worked  in  the  corn, 
and  at  wdiatsoever  I was  required  to  do.  They  treated  me  kindly.  . 

Some  of  the  Creek  Indians  threatened  repeatedly  to  kill  mo,  and 
came  near  doing  so  twice.  I have  the  mark  from  a blow  given  me  by 
one  of  the  Creeks. 

During  the  winter  of  ’89  I suffered  very  much  from  the  cold,  and  my 
exposure  in  cutting  wood  and  taking  care  of  a few  cattle  and  horses.  I 
had  to  hunt  after  them  in  the  cane  and  wood,  and  over  the  rough  and 
steep  hills,  almost  mountains.  I heard  that  General  Sevier,  old  Chucky- 
Jack,  as  the  Indians  called  him,  was  fighting  the  Indians  and  destroying 
their  towns  at  a terrible  rate.  The  Indians  had  a great  reverence  for, 
and  yet  a great  dread  of  him  and  his  mode  of  -warfare. 

^^After  the  defeat  of  Colonel  Martin  near  Chattanooga,  and  the  taking 
of  Gillespie’s  Station,  we  heard  that  the  ^ old  General’  surprised  the 
Indians  on  Coosa  Diver,  killed  a large  number  of  warriors,  and  captured 
forty  or  fifty  of  their  -women  and  children.  Thereupon  the  Indians  pro- 
posed an  exchange  of  prisoners.  Here  tvas  my  chance  for  deliverance. 
They,  however,  opposed  my  exchange,  on  the  score  of  ni}'  coming  from 
North  Carolina.  They  said  the  East  Tennesseans,  or  Franklinitcs,  liad 
no  right  to  demand  me.  But  the  head-man  of  the  Indians  said  that 
Governor  Sevier  was  ‘so  contrary  that  he  could  do  notiiing  with  him: 
that  he,  the  Governor,  had  possession  of  his  daughter,  and  therefore  I 
must  he  released.’ 

“This  settled  it,  and  my  exchange  followed,  as  well  as  that  of  my  two 
sisters.  I was  indebted  to  Gov.  Sevier  I’or  my  liberty,  as  also  were  my  two 
sisters  for  theirs.  V7e  got  hack  to  the  residence  of  an  uncle  In  Femlleton 
county,  South  Carolina,  after  a captivity  of  eleven  months  and  fifteen  day.s. 

“ My  mother  and  other  sister  w'cro  released  after  seveute^m  mmiths’ 
imprisonment  or  captivity. 
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“ 3Iy  little  brother  was  detained  five  years  down  among  the  Creeks. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  the  children,  and  had  forgotten  the  English 
words  he  used  to  know. 

‘‘After  our  release,  we  moved — hy  land  flits  time — to  Cumberland,  and 
settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  about  three  miles  below'  Nashville. 

“ I heard  of  the  approach  of  Indians,  and  of  their  attack  upon  Buch- 
anan’s Station  in  1792,  and  hastened  to  Nashville,  and  then  with  others 
to  Buchanan’s.  Tlio  Indians  had  disappeared;  but  I,  at  once,  recognized 
my  old  chum,  ‘Chatt;’  Tom  Tunbridge,  my  ‘Brother.’  There  he  lav 
dead,  pierced  wdth  balls,  shot  down  into  his  body  as  he  was  blowing  the 
coals  to  set  fire  to  the  fort. 

“I  was  in  several  skirmishes  with  the  Indians.  . . I was  wdth  Col. 

Ilays ; was  with  Boss,  the  post-rider,  and  Col.  Briley,  when  Boss  was 
killed  and  Briley  and  myself  were  wounded ; was  out  under  Captain 
Gordon  and  Captain  Bains,  and  so  of  others. 

“At  the  request  of  Col.  Bobertson,  I searched  out  a route  through  the 
forests  to  the  towns  of  Nickajack  and  Bunning  Vdater ; and  acted  as  one 
of  the  guides  to  the  army  in  that  expedition.  We  called  it  ‘The  Burnt- 
Corn  Expedition,’  because  of  the  quantity  of  corn  the  men  had  parched 
to  take  with  them  for  food. 

“I  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  under  General  Jackson.  Through  his 
agency,  in  a great  measure,  the  negroes  and  their  increase — fifteen  in  all — 
were  restored  to  me. 

“ I was  out  afterward  for  four  months  wdth  General  Jackson  in  the 
Creek  war,  and  wais  at  the  battles  of  Tallahatchee  and  Talladega.  Gen. 
Jackson  sent  to  me,  on  learning  that  I was  elected  Colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Bcgiment,  wishing  me  to  take  command  of  the  Cherokees,  as  I 
was  the  only  officer  who  spoke  their  language.  But  the  East  Tennesseans 
kept  them  back,  and  so  they  were  not  brought  under  my  orders. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  battle  of  Talladega,  Gen.  Rohertson  came  to 
me,  desiring  me  to  act  as  aide-de-camp  ; the  men  having  faith  in  my  expe- 
rience as  an  Indian  lighter.  I consented  to  do  so,  in  case  I had  no  new 
order  from  Gen.  Jackson. 

“I  went  with  Major  Conn’s  column  of  eighty  men;  and,  by  some 
mistake,  we  were  thrown  ohlKpiely  to  the  right,  and  in  contact  wdth  some 
five  hundred  Indians  in  one  body,  when  w'e  had  a severe  battle.  Here 
about  seventy  Indians  fell.  They  fled — such  as  could  flee — and  fairly 
ran  the  gauntlet  between  the  two  line.s ; our  men  following  them  several 
miles.  . . . This  was  my  last  battle  with  the  Indians.” 


Colonel  Brown  ha.s  within  a few  nionths  past,  (April,  1858,)  furnished 
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an  interesting  narrative  and  reminiscence  of  Indian  times,  addressed  to 
tlie  present  writer,  and  deposited  in  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society.  It 
contains  several  items  of  information  new,  or  less  accurately  stated  by 
others.  IVe  may  make  use  of  what  it  contains  suitable,  in  our  narration. 
His  object  is  to  s'how  the  judgment  of  Heaven  which  fell  upon  the 
Indians”  for  their  cruel  treatment  of  his  father’s  family — that  the  small- 
pox destroyed  hundreds  of  them. 

By  the  attack  which  the  Indians  made  upon  the  boat  of  Jonathan 
Jennings  in  ITSO,  ‘Hhey  caught,  the  small-pox;”  it  spread  among  them, 
and  thus  “the  judgment  of  Heaven,”  as  Col.  Brown  pronounces  it,  fell 
upon  them  eight  years  prior  to  the  events  narrated  by  Col.  Jos.  Brown. 
Col.  B.  is  now  eighty-six  years  old. 

“Among  other  emigrants  from  North  Carolina  to  Cumberland,  was  the 
father  of  Colonel  William  Pillow,  of  iMaury  county;  (from  whom  may  be 
seen  a communication  to  the  President  of  the  Tennessee  Historical  So- 
ciety at  the  State  Capitol,  written  in  1858,  when  in  Ids  eighty-sixth 
year.)  This  brave  old  man,  and  his  dashing,  daring,  fearless  son.  Col. 
Wm.  Pillow,  yet  living,  came  to  Cumberland  with  other  emigrants  under 
the  escort  of  the  Guard,  commanded  by  Capt.  Elijah  llobertson,  and 
settled  at  Brown’s  Station,  four  miles  south  of  Nashville. 

“ The  present  Col.  William  Pillow  was  in  most  of  the  Indian  expeditions 
from  the  time  of  his  arrival  to  the  termination  of  the  war.  He  was 
under  Captain  Bains  in  the  Elk  Biver  expedition,  and  in  other  pursuits. 
He  was  also  out  under  the  command  of  Captain  Gordon;  also  under 
Captain  Murray  in  chase  of  the  Indians  who  killed  John  Helen  at 
Jonathan  Bobertson’s  Station.  When  in  this  pursuit,  he  with  others  of 
the  party  crossed  the  Duck  Biver,  about  five  miles  below  where  is  now 
the  beautiful  town  of  Columbia,  and  continued  their  march  day  and 
night  with  utmost  speed,  until,  on  the  hills  near  the  Tenne.'soe  River, 
the  Indians’  camp-fire  was  discovered.  Captain  jMurray  ordered  Ins  men 
to  charge  to  the  right  and  left,  obliquely,  and  thus  enclose  them  at  their 
encampment  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 

“William  Pillow  was  with  the  part  of  the  company  recog-nized  as  spies. 
They  fired  first  upon  the  Indians,  killing  at  least  one  by  the  camp-fire; 
the  others  ran  down  the  river’s  bank,  and  were  arrested  by  Captain  Mur- 
ray. They  then  jumped  into  the  river,  and  were  there  easily  shot. 

“Mr.  Maclin  shot  one  before  he  got  into  the  water.*  Pill»>w  hearing  a 
gun  fired  at  a place  which  he  had  just  passed,  pusbed  his  horse  up  the 


* The  headstone  wlilch  used  to  stand  .at  the  grave  of  Col.  .Tidin  Maclin,  now  lies 
in  the  pavement,  near  the  lamp-post,  corner  of  Broad  and  MoLeniore  street. 
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h'teep  second  bank  of  the  river,  and  diseoverecl  his  friend  John  Davis, 
pursued  ]jy  four  Indians.  Pillow  dashed  forward,  and  the  Indians  darted 
into  the  woods  and  thick  cane;  but  he  pursued  one  of  the  Indians  till 
he  shot  him  down. 

••At  that  moment  Captain  Murray,  Thomas  Cox,  Kobert  Evans,  Luke 
Anderson,  and  William  Ewing  rode  up,  and  Pillow  pointed  out  to  them 
the  direction  one  of  tlie  Indians  had  taken.  They  pufsiied,  saw  the 
Indian  attempting  to  mount  Piilov/’s  horse,  (which  Pillow  had  abandoned 
in  his  pursuit  of  his  Indian.)  The  fellow  mounted,  was  pursued,  over- 
taken, and  after  a contest  was  killed.  Pursuit  was  made  by  Andrew 
Casticmaii,  and  others,  of  the  two  otlier  Indians  whom  Pillotv  liad  turned 
back  from  pursuing  Davis.  Castleman  discovered  them  immersed  in  the 
water  under  the  Dluff,  their  heads  only  out  of  the  water.  They  were 
killed;  and,  at  a short  distance  off,  others  were  found  and  shot.  Thus 
eleven  warriors  were  certainly  slain,  and  several  sepaaws  were  taken 
/ prisoners.” — XarTatives  of  Pillow  and  Davis,  and  Ramsey  s AnnaJs. 

Colonel  Pillow’s  services  wmre  in  demand,  and  he  never  failed  to 
respond  to  calls  thus  made  on  him.  He  was  very  active  in  the  Nickajack 
campaign,  as  will  be  mentioned  in  proper  place.  He  served  also  in  the 
later  Indian  wars  under  Gen.  Jackson. 

Pillow  and  Brown,  Charles  and  Ifeale  Bosley,  and  a very  few  others, 
survive  as  worthy  tnoiiiiments  of  a race  of  men  who  should  never  be 
forgotten  by  people  occupying  the  Cumberland  valley.  Although  not 
of  tlie  nun}ber  of  ‘•'earliest  stationers,”  they  were  here  to  render  good 
service  in  trying  times. 

Colonel  Piobcrtson  inserted  in  the  “State  Gazette”  of  Aortli  Carolina 
a “Notice  to  Emigrants,”  that  tlie  road  was  opened  from  Campbell's 
Station  to  Nashville;  that  many  families  had  gone  out  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Guard,  and  that  the  Guard  would  be  ready  to  escort  others 
about  the  1st  of  October. 

General  Davidson  and  the  newly  appointed  Judge,  John  McNairy,  and 
others,  had  come  under  escort  of  the  G-uard. 

General  Iluhertson  had  traversed  this  route  alone,  in  company,  and 
/ With  a guard.  He  made  fourteen  visits  to  North  Carolina,  in  most 
instances  wholly  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  his  follow -citizens  on 
the  Cumberland.  Besides  tliose  long  journeys  to  Nortli  Carolina,  he 
made  several  trips  to  Kentucky,  for  like  purposes,  and  one  or  two  to 
Illinois. 

The  Fourth  of  July”  wa.s  not  a national  day  liere,  but  their  “ toasts” 
were,  “Our  Settlement : tlie  Salamander,  which  lives  in  the  tire  1”  “Tl:;'' 
Plioenix:  wbieh  lives  in  solitude,  and  revives  from  its  ashes  I”  “The 
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Bed  of  Pansy  or  Heart’s-ease : trodden  npon^  yet  spreads  and  perfumes 
the  air.^' 

“All,  to  reflourisli,  fades; 

As,  in  a ■wheel,  all  sinks,  to  reascend : 

Emblems  of  man,  who  passes,  not  expires.” 

The  ministers  of  the  gospel  often  availed  themselves  of,  the  trials  and 
condition  of  this  people,  and  of  passing  events  and  incidents  in  tlieir 
history,  to  illustrate  and  enforce  the  Divine  teachings  and  the  lessons  of 
Providence. 

By  Craighead,  the  scholarly  Presbyterian,  and  by  several  of  the  zeal- 
ous 3Icthodists,  real  Boanerges,  none  of  these  resources  for  illustration 
or  argument  were  neglected.  This  settlement  was  of  ‘‘the  Lord’s  plant- 
ing,’^ “the  outpost,”  “the  advanced  guard,”  “the  nucleus,”  “the  germ,” 
“the  seed-bed,”  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  It  must  be  cultivated, 
guarded ; it  would  flourish,  and 

“ O’er  all  the  land  prevail.” 

These  men  prayed  and  labored  for  the  advance  and  triumph  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  They  were  a self-denying  and  godly  set  of  men. 
They  gloried,  actually  “gloried  iu  the  Cross  of  Christ;”  and  were  never 
“ ashamed  of  it.” 

A day  of  religious  frenzy  was  approaching.  It  came,  with  its  physi- 
cal and  mental  contortions,  the  true  “ iliac  passion”  in  individuals  and 
camp -meetings.  A strange  and  anomalous  condition.  But  it  passed 
away — peussed  away  as  the  storm  passeth : 

“ Like  broken  wrecks  along  the  shore, 

And  others  sank,  to  rise  no  more,” 

there  may  yet  be  discovered  sad  evidences  of  deeds  and  doctrines  which 
at  one  time  may  have  been  regarded  as  tlie  best  proofs  of  “zeal  tor  the 
Lord,”  guarantees  of  lasting  fame  to  the  prominent  actors,  and  teachings 
never  to  be  forgotten  by  a grateful  posterity. 

Bettor  so,  a thousand  times  better  so,  than  heartless  infidelity,  or  to 
have  yieMed  to  any  debasing  idolatry  or  hurtful  superstition.  In  tlie 
very  excess  of  the  strange  emotions,  there  was  an  awe  and  reverence  for 
felt  and  present  Deity.  The  being  of  God  was  reeivgnized,  d.ire<l  not  to 
be  denied.  An  invisible  and  mighty  Spirit  was  known  to  exist  and  to  be 
able  to  operate  upon  tlic  minds  of  men,  and  thus  to  show  a power  irre- 
sistible and  subduing. 

The  results  were  reformation  and  improvement.  There  was  a careful 
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study  of  the  word  of  God,  much  of  exhortation  and  of  prayer,  and  con- 
sequently an  advance  in  useful  knowledge  and  good  morals. 

There  was  a tornado  : it  overthrew  many  a tall  Anakim,  it  cast  down 
some  of  the  haughty  ones,  and  exalted  too  highly  some  men  of  low 
degree.  A few  mighty  oaks  were  topped  or  prostrated,  and  gave  space 
for  sun  and  air  and  genial  rains.  A thousand  blooming  shrubs  and  the 
thick  waving  harvest,  and  doubtless  some  rank  weeds,  have  found  room 
to  flourish.  It  was  a strange  work ; but  it  was  one  of  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence. 

A vast  majority  of  those  wlio  then  made  a profession  of  religion,  were 
consistent  Christians  in  all  after-life,  and  silenced  scofiing  infidelity. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

1789. 

Again  we  quote  from  Judge  Haywood : “The  year  1789,  as  it  rolled 
into  view,  brought  with  it  some  ordinary  and  some  extraordinary  events.'^ 
The  honorable  historian,  however,  in  his  narration,  makes  no  particular 
distinction  or  classification  of  these  events.  The  usual  or  ordinary  events 
were  murders  and  thefts  by  the  Indians.  “Tliey  kept  up  liostilities 
during  the  whole  summer,  and  killed  a number  of  persons  whose  names 
are  not  remembered.'’^  Although  such  is  the  summing  up  by  the  learned 
historian,  he  yet  has  furnished  a list  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  per- 
sons who  were  killed,  four  severely  wounded,  several  captured,  and 
thefts  of  horses  and  cattle  untold. 

The  proofs  of  Spanish  jealousy  and  hostility  accumulated  durincr  this 
year.  Her  officers  and  emissaries,  Spanish  (and  American?)  were 
becoming  more  confident  and  more  presumptuous,  and  prolxdjly  possessed 
of  more  money. 

The  evidences  of  British  aims  upon  these  western  settlements  have 
never  been  so  fully  brought  to  light  as  have  the  proofs  against  Spain. 
Enough,  however,  has  been  developed  at  various  times  to  satisfy  us  that 
much  has  heen  concealed.  At  this  time  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  of 
Canada,  had  an  emissary  passing  through  the  settlements  in  KentiiL-ky; 
a man  who  had  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  British  army,  by  the  name  of 
Conolly,  whom  the  Federalists  or  “'Washingtonians”  made  to  tlee  in  liable 
from  the  territory  and  escape  to  Canada.  When  he  arrived  in  Canada, 
he  found  the  great  “director  of  the  affairs  of  the  Creeks,”  General 
Bowles,  there.,  partaking  of  the  hospitality  of  Lord  Dorchester,  at 
^Montreal.  As  Colonel,  or  Doctor,  Conolly,  “ with  his  celebrated  and  in- 
fluential squaic,’^  dared  not  to  return  to  these  settlements,  the  conclusion 
to  which  he  and  his  Loialship  arrived  was,  that  Bowles  shouM  go  as  the 
British  emissary.  J[e  could  afford  the  conspirators  much  information  as 
to  the  disposition  of  tlm  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  Therefore,  under  the 
assumed  name  of  Drummond,  ho  came  to  Kentucky  iu  the  fall  of  1789, 
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and  remained  for  scTcral  weeks  in  Lexington  and  Louisville.  Thence  he 
proceeded  down  the  river  and  jiassed  over  into  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
nations,  in  order  to  withdraw  their  attaelmient  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  engage  them  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  Having  formed 
acquaintiinces  with  some  of  the  chiefs,  and  partially  developed  his  British 
scheme,  he  found  some  ten  dr  eleven  of  the  chiefs  ready  to  embark  with 
him  to  England.  He  had  the  mono}'  or  the  authority  from'  some  high 
source  to  command  passage.s  oii  board  an  Englhh  vessel,  and,  with  his 
chiefs,  sailed  to  London,  in  iT'dO.  They  remained  there  about  six 
months.  Bowles  had  cuuferences  with  officers  of  State. 

During  that  visit  Bowles  became  acquainted  with  another  conspirator, 
General  Miranday  a discontented  Spanish  Don  or  aspirant  to  power, 
whom  both  England  and  France  encouraged  in  some  of  his  projects. 

Bowles  returned  with  commission  and  epaulettes  as  a Generaly''^'  and 
the  extraordinary  title  of  ‘‘Director,”  and  “cast  McGillivray  in  the 
shade.” 

The  State  had  been  divided  into  four  Congressional  Districts.  Wash- 
ington District  included  all  the  territory  now  constituting  the  State  of 
Tennessee.  The  election  of  a llepresentative  was  to  take  place  in  Hareh, 
and  the  returns  to  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
District,  at  Knoxville.  By  common  consent.  General  Sevier  (who  had 
so  recently  escaped  the  troubles  of  his  position  as  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Franklin)  was  the  candidate.  The  people  were  determined  to  mani- 
fest their  confidence  in  him,  and  gratitude  to  him  for  his  many  and 
incalculable  services.  General  Bobertson,  and  otlicr  leading  men  on  the 
Cumberland,  at  once  avowed  their  preference  for  Sevier,  and  he  conse- 
quently received  here  an  almost  unanimous  vote.p 


* (1858.)  “Billy  Bowlejrs,’’  who  has  within  a month  past  sin’rendered.  has 
“cut  a pretty  wide  swath”  in  those  cvcrfjtlades  and  hammocks;  but  Billy  Bov.-’.es, 
“General  and  Director  of  the  alfairs  of  theCreck  nation,”  wore  English  epaulertos, 
swelled,  and  exph'iled. 

f General  Robertson  had  not  entertained  a doubt  of  his  friend's  election.  Ke 
greatly  rejoiced  at  (liis  better  metlind  to  “soothe  wounded  feelings,”  than  iL\t 
practiced  by  Colonels  Tiiuon  and  Ruddy  in  the  Assembly,  when,  in  discussing  the 
motion  to  remove  from  Sevier  tl.e  (itlen.sive  dmrge  of  treason  and  restore  to  him 
the  rights  of  citizen'-hifu  they  sei.;ed  each  other  liy  the  throat,  while  the  member 
from  Hawkins  (one  of  irovtov  s firm  friends)  cried  out,  “Soothe  him,  Colmei, 
soothe  him!”  which  c:::<.‘l:unatiou  was  reported  in  not  very  equivocal  but  equiva'.ont 
language,  “Smooth  hitu,  Goinnol,  smooth  him!'’  that  is,  “Lay  him  on  the  ti'cr!" 
They  wore  separated;  a ehallonge  cn-uod,  luit  mortal  combat  was  prevent:!. 
But  tlie  “Tipton  and  Sevier  partie.;,’’  poliiical  divisions  of  long  standimr.  were  con- 
tinued during  the  lives  of  these  energetic  men,  and  infused  some  elements  into 
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• And  thus  this  dcroted  patriot  and  soldiei-j  from  "wliom  the  Assemhlj 
of  A^ortli  Carolina  had  but  recently  removed  the  eliarge  of  treason  and 
disqualification  to  hold  any  offlcc  of  trust  or  profit,  (because  of  his  active 
conduct  as  head  of  the  Franklin  government,)  became  ‘‘the  first  Member 
of  Congress  from  the  great  Valley  of  the  5Iississippi.'’ 

On  20th  January  the  Indians  killed  Captain  Hunter  in  front  of  John- 
son’s Station,  and  dangerously  v^ounded  Hugh  F.  Beil.  A party  of 
rrhite  men  collected  hastily  and  pursued  the  Indians  vith  utmost  speed. 
At  tlie  distance  of  an  hour’s  ride,  as  they  were  passing  through  the 
tliick  woods,  the  Indians  fired  upon  tliem  and  killed  alajor  Kirkpatrick 
and  vrounded  Foster  and  Brown.  The  vrliites  had  imprudeutlj'  rushed 
into  an  ambuscade,  from  which  they  escaped  only  with  such  a loss. 

It  was  in  May  that  Judge  McNairy,  accompanied  by  a number  of 
friends  or  cmigTants,  set  out  for  Cumberland.  They  had  crossed  the 
Clinch  Biver  and  travelled  until  night,  when  they  encamped.  They  had 
fed  their  horses,  cooked  their  breakfasts,  and  were  about  to  renew  their 
journey,  wheii  a large  party  of  Indians  fired  upon  them.  The  whites 
were  thrown  into  great  confusion,  and  fied  to  the  woods.  The  horses, 
saddles,  saddle-bags,  and  most  of  their  clothing  and  blankets,  were  thus 
abandoned  to  their  assailants.’^  They  acknowledged  that  “ they  did  not 
stand  fire”  upon  that  occasion.  They  saved  their  lives,  that  was  all.. 
Taking  the  back-track,  they  swam  across  the  Clinch,  and  reassembled 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Three  persons  were  -killed  in  tlie 
McNairy  party : a man  named  Stanley,  a friendly  Chickasaw  chief  and 
his  son,  who  were  retui’ning  from  a visit  at  Knoxville  to  their  own 
nation.  The  Judge  had  been  out  in  the  previous  year.  Judge  MeXairy 
soon  after  came  to  the  Cumberland  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  the  accumulation  of  a fortune.  In  the  summer  of  this  year 
Miss  5IcG-aiigli  was  killed,  near  Hickman’s  Station,  but  a short  distance 
fi-om  X^ashville. 

Several  of  the  stationers  had  gone  to  Kentucky  to  procure  salt  and 
ammunition.  As  they  were  on  the  return  trip,  and  were  approaching 
JTiedsoe’s  Station,  they  v/ere  attacked,  and  Hugh  Webb  was  killed. 
‘•The  man  who  had  married  Jane  Hendricks,”  was  killed  near  Winches- 
ter’s 3Iills;  and  Henry  Bamsey,  wdio  hadn’t  married  anybody,  was 


parties  after  the  leaders  hail  disappeared  from  among  tlie  living.  So  dirticult  is  it 
to  ‘-.soothe  or  to  smootli”  the  common  mind.s  where  -‘the  :;:iger  is  iiiap['casable 
among  the  gods.”  Sevier  and  Tipton  were  never  reconciled.  Sevijr  was  always 
for  Wuikinjton  and  bis  measures  and  admiuhtraiioa.  As  mucli  could  not  be  said 
of  his  opponents. 
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shot  ^‘tlirough  and  through/’  as  he  was  passing  from  Grreenfield  to 
Lledsoe’s  Station.  He  was  one  of  the  ‘^seventy/’  a flxvorite  of  General 
llobertson. 

General  Kohertson,  witli  several  hands,  vras  at  work  in  a field  not  half 
a mile  distant  from  his  house,  having  placed  one  man  as  a watchman  to 
detect  the  approach  of  Indians,  and,  if  need  be,  to  give  the  alarm.  At 
about  eleven  o’clock  the-  man  on  the  “look-out”  became  suspicious  that 
Indians  were  in  the  cane  not  far  off.  lie  sought  to  keep  between  the 
people  at  work  and  that  }airt  of  the  woo<ls  from  which  he  expected  the 
creeping  foe.  General  Kobertson’s  attention  was  called  to  the  same 
causes  of  suspicion,  and  he  attempted  to  take  a searching  look  into  the 
woods,  when  several  guns  were  fired  at  him  and  others  in  the  field.  The 
Indians  fired  at  “ long  shot,”  and  fled.  General  llobertson  received  a 
wound  in  the  foot;  the  ball  passed  through  without  breaking  a bone. 
No  other  person  was  wounded.'*" 

Colonel  llobertson  issued  orders  for  pursuit  of  the  foe.  About  sixty 
men  promptly  turned  out  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elijah 
llobertson.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  troop  in  this  pursuit.  The 
wound  prevented  Colonel  llobertson  from  riding  on  horseback,  and  his 
brother,  Elijah,  was  providentially  detained.  The  command  was  de- 
volved upon  Sampson  Williams,  Es([.,  with  the  rank  of  Captain.  Hav- 
ing .ha.stily  convened  at  Colonel  Ilobertsou’s,  they  marched  soon  in  the 
morning,  taking  the  trace  or  trail  of  the  Indians,  which  led  up  West 
Harpeth  to  the  ridge  of  highlands  at  Duck  Iliver;  here  they  became 
convinced  that  tlie  Indians  wore  out-travelling  them,  and  that  so  large  a 
force  would  pri'bubly  not  overtake  the  retreating  foe.  Captain  Williams 
here  selected  twenty  men  with  best  horses,  and  determined  to  rush  for- 
ward and  overtake  them.  This  was  a first  thought;  but  these  chosen 
men  declared  they  could  sooner  overhaul  and  more  safely  approach  the 
Indians  on  foot  than  on  lior-eback.  “No  sooner  said  than  done:”  they 
dismounted,  committed  their  horses  to  others,  and  set  off  in  ‘*a  regular 
joo'-trot.”  They  kept  the  trail,  went  up  the  river  a mile  and  a half, 
crossed  in  the  night,  turned  down  tlie  river  bank,  and  kept  on  until  they 
were  so  involved  in  the  thick  cane  and  darkness,  that  they  could  go  no 
farther  with  satisfaction.  They  lay  upon  their  arms  and  on  the  ground 


" It  was  at  this  time  that  Cohmel  Robertson  exclaimed,  ‘Tf  I only  had  old 
Captain  Rains  and  Rillyherel”  uttering  a wish  that  this  favorite  scout.  John 
Rains,  and  his  brotlier  IVilliatn,  w«  re  presoiu  to  pursue  these  savages.  But  he 
found  a very  veiuly  and  etlicicut  loader  for  a party  to  go  in  pursuit,  iu  the  person 
of  Sampson  Williams. 
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till  break  of  day.  As  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see  and  deterinme 
the  course  they  should  take,  they  hastened  on.  To  their  own  and  the 
Indians’  surprise,  the  pursuers  and  the  pursued  were  but  a few  hundred 
yards  apart.  Each  party  had  slept  on  the  ground  in  the  dense  under- 
growth, with  only  a narrow  ridge  intervening. 

Captain  TVilliams  was  at  the  head  of  his  little  company,  and  wa.s  the 
first  to  discover  the  Indians.  They  were  mending  up  their  fire,  evidently 
preparing  to  roast  some  meat  and  bake  a little  meal  into  the  form  of  a 
pone.  There  seemed  to  be  about  thirty  Indians;  and  they  had  not  dis- 
covered AVilliams’s  party.  The  white  men  rushed  like  furies  down  upon 
the  Indians,  many  of  whom  were  yet  lying  stretched  upon  the  ground. 
When  within  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  them,  tlio  whites  fired ; the  Indians 
fled,  leaving  one  dead  upon  the  ground,  and  five  or  six  wounded.  The 
wounded  were  seen  to  be  helped  off  by  their  companions  ; they  crossed 
the  river  on  the  north  side,  and  disappeared  before  another  shot  could  be 
fired  at  them.  The  place  were  they  were  attacked  wuis  a hollow  or  drain 
at  the  river’s  edge.  The  Indians  in  their  flight  left  on  the  ground  six- 
teen guns,  nineteen  shot-pouches,  and  all  their  baggage,  consistiue:  of 
blankets,  moccasins,  leggins,  skins,  and  other  articles.  They  did  not 
fire  a gun  at  the  whites. 

Captain  Williams  with  his  men  recrossed  the  river  at  the  same  ford 
where  the  Indians  had  now  passed  over,  but  did  not  pursue  them  farther. 
Tliey  struck  upon  the  path  or  trail  which  they  had  followed  when  in 
the  pursuit,  and  soon  met  their  friends  with  the  horses,  and  so  returned 
to  Nashville. 

In  this  instance  the  whites  had  fired  their  guns  when  at  too  great  a 
distance,  and  tired  through  the  cane,  which  intercepted  or  broke  the  fiwee 
of  most  of  the  balls.  The  purpose  was  to  so  astonish  the  Indians  that 
they  should  hastily  flee  and  leave  their  guns.  This  was  the  result;  and 
Williams  acknowledged  that  this  sight  afforded  him  much  pleasure  and 
relief,  for  had  they  not  fled,  but  seized  their  guns,  (which  probably  were 
loaded,)  they  might  have  returned  the  fire  with  fatal  effect.  The  whites 
were  upon  ground  elevated  above  the  Indians,  and  thus  in  position  to 
have  been  more  certainly  hit;  whereas,  in  shooting  tlown  hill,  tlio 
Williams  party  ^‘over-shot.”  The  truth  is,  the  whites  did  not  act  with 
all  wisdom  in  this  instance;  at  least,  they  admitted  they  might  have 
‘‘done  better,”  that  is,  killed  more,  had  some  of  them  reservi'd  their  fire 
or  have  caught  up  the  Indians’  guns  and  used  them  upon  the  foe  retreat- 
ing across  the  river. 

But  such  is  the  history  of  this  “first  Indian  campaign  and  Indian 
fight,”  wherein  the  ‘‘Great  Captain”  in  after-days,  Andrew  Jackson,  i.s 
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known  to  have  been  engaged.  lie  was  a private  liere^  but  bold,  dasbing, 
fearless,  and  raad  -upon  his  enemies”  as  Sampson  AYilliams  said.  Ever 
after  this  hot  pursuit  and  “sudden  lighting  down”  upon  the  Indians, 
Sampson  Williams  and  Andrew  Jackson  were  “fast  friends,”  and  “had  a 
great  ambition  for  encounters  with  the  savages.”  This  passion  they 
were  permitted  to  indulge  to  their  hearts’  content,  until  the  private 
soldier,  here,  became  the  “conquering  hero,”  the  General  in  Chief,  com- 
mander of  armies  and  navies. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  early  settlers  were  not  only  a daring  but  a 
reckless  set  of  people  ; that  they  placed  very  little  value  upon  life, 
whether  their  OYvni  or  the  Indians’  ] that  they  prized  a horse  and  ritic 
beyond  all  other  propert}’ ; that  they  could  amuse  themselves  with  the 
violin  and  tlie  dance,  while  tlie  Indian  war-whoop  was  heard  around  their 
station,  and  their  guns  tiring  into  tlie  port-holes.  “'That  in  the  midst  of 
all  their  trials  and  suffering,  they  enjoyed  themselves,  in  their  way,  as 
much  as  other  people  in  the  pqlng  time  of  peace  and  plenty.”  Truly 
they  had  a good  stock  of  bravery,  fortitude,  and  cheerfulness.'  Had  they 
been  timid,  irresolute,  and  desponding,  they  never  would  have  come 
here ; or,  having  thus  far  exposed  themselves,  would  have  sought  and 
embraced  an  early  opportunity  to  have  escaped. 

True  it  is,  they  usually  welcomed  new  emigrants  with  “'a  dance  in  the 
evening.”  It  was  a mark  of  respect  to  the  newly  arrived,  it  was  a time 
of  cheerfulness  and  gratulation  among  the  old  stationers;  and  policy 
dictated  the  maintenance  and  exhibition  of  a good  heart  and  unswerving 
perseverance.  Their  dances  were  all  conducted  with  decorum,  wholly 
exempt  from  any  movement  or  posture  that  would  excite  immodest 
thoughts  or  desires. 

“Iloni  soit  qui  mal  y pense  I” 

We  confess  that  they  did  play  cards  and  draughts;  that  they  did  run  foot- 
races and  pitch  (pioits;  they  did  waste  many  an  idle  hour  in  idle  chat, 
and  would  have  wasted  much  powder  and  lead  in  target-shooting  or  other 
sport,  but  they  had  tliem  not  fur  such  indulgence.  The  character  of  these 
settlers  for  intelligence  and  morality  would  compare  favorably  with  that 
of  any  other  pioneers  in  these  Gnited  States.  They  certainly  do  not 
deserve  to  be  classed  as  an  ignorant  or  an  immoral  people;  umjue^ition- 
ably  they  were  a bravo,  hardy,  industrious,  kind-hearted,  and  hospitable 
people. 

However  satirical,  wc  rnie:ht  say  pharisaical,  were  the  remarks  of  the 
proud  Churohnnin.  Hugh  Jones,  “Cliaplain  of  the  Honorable  AssemMy 
of  Virginia,  and  minister  of  James  Town,”  we  shall  quote  them  for  the 
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amusement  of  our  readers.  He  giTes  this  classification  in  his  little  hook 
which  was  published  about  the  year  1750.  His  summary  reminds  us  of 
the  soubrii^uets  of  our  own  day,  ‘^corn-crackers/’  “ tucka-hoes/’  ‘•buck- 
eyes/’ “hoosiers/’  “ woolverines/’  “suckers,”  and  “pukes.” 

“If  New  England  be  called  a receptacle  of  Dissenters  and  an  Amster- 
dam of  religion,  Pennsylvania  the  nursery  of  Quakers,  Maryland  the 
retirement  of  It  Oman  Catholics,  North  Carolina  the  refuge  of  Iiunaicays, 
and  South  Carolina  the  delight  of  Buccaneers  and  Fi/rates,  Virginia 
may  justly  be  esteemed  the  happy  retreat  of  true  Britons,  and  true 
Churchmen  for  tlie  most  part : neither  soaring  too  high  nor  dropping  too 
low;  conse(|uently,  should  merit  the  greater  esteem  and  encouragement.” 

W are  tempted  to  add  this  concise  commentary:  “Let  another  praise 
thee,  and  not  thine  own  mouth.” 

Few  new  settlements  in  the  vrild  woods  of  America  have  been  wholly 
exempt  from  obnoxious  persons.  They  have  been  “the  refuge  of  run- 
aways,” a hiding-place  for  absconding  debtors  and  fugitives  from  justice. 
But  our  readers  will  remember  the  indignant  denial  of  such  a character 
by  the  “Notables,”  and  will  admit  that  their  lives  disproved  such  slander. 

There  may  be  seen  in  the  first  volume  of  General  llobertson’s  manu- 
script letters,  (in  the  Nashville  Liniversity  library,)  a “General  Order,” 
under  date,  April  5th,  1789,  calling  upon  the  militia  officers  to  be  ready 
with  their  men  to  march,  at  a moment’s  warning,  in  pursuit  of  every 
Indian  foe;  to  find  their  trail,  follow,  overtake,  and  punish  them.  Their 
outrages  are  so  mam-  and  so  great  as  not  to  be  endured. 

Thus' in  the  midst  of  all  their  cares  and  labors,  in  building  for  them- 
selves unhewed  log-huts,  clearing  and  fencing  their  lands,  ploughing  and 
hoeing,  or  gathering  their  crops,  at  midday  or  at  midnight,  every  man  was 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  “bestir  himself,”  and  pursue  a savage  toe. 
Whoever  dallied  when  summoned,  could  not  “hold  up  his  head”  among 
honest  and  brave  men.  The  call  of  the  trumpeter,  the  word  sent  by  a 
man,  'woman,  child,  or  servant,  could  not  be  disregarded.  As  with  tiiat 
noble  class  of  citizens,  the  firemen  of  our  cit}’,  at  the  tap  of  tr.e  fire-bell, 
it  is  a race  to  the  engine  and  a race  to  the  flames ; so  with  those  pioneers, 
it  was  a contest  who  should  be  “first  in  the  chase”  and  “in  at  tlie  daith.” 
“Good  excuses”  were  often  reported  and  accepted.  “Feigned  or  false 
ones”  were  sometimes  made.  Brave  men,  minute  men.  patriotic,  public- 
spirited,  reliable  men;  men  whom  “it  would  do  to  tie  to,”  (as  became 
the  expressive  term,)  these  constituted  a class,  and  a large  clas-i  of  tb.e 
early  settlers.  ‘‘The  slack-ticistcd and  men  who  would  ''shir!:,''  were 
known  and  understood  as  persons  who  “could  not  come  it.”  The  thumb 
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at  tlie  nose,  with  open  extenclcO  palm,  was  expressive  of  utter  contempt; 
in  that  day,  as  now. 

/ There  was  an  encouraging  accession  to  the  population  during  this  year. 
/ These  emigrants  were  well  supplied  with  horses,  neat  cattle,  and  ‘*a  few 
pigs.’'  The  amount  of  silver  and  gold  was  very  small.  Horses  and 
cows,  axes  and  cow-bells,  constituted  the  ready  ‘H-irculating  medium.” 

• To  this  indispensable  }'et  variable  currency  was  added  the  f*  military  war- 
rants” for  land,  and,  as  small  change,  the  Guard  certificates.*  Peltries 
and  buffalo  hides  served  very  well  to  supply  the  demand  for  ^Hbreign 
exchange,”  or  rather  Eastern  and  ^^outhern  purchases.  Small  supplies 
of  salt,  sugar,  and  coffee,  came  from  Orleans;  usually  by  the  wa}'  of  the 
Illinois  I and  Kentucky!  The  necessity  of  axes  and  cow-bells,  and  the 
high  value  set  upon  thorn  by  the  pioneer  settlers,  may  be  understood, 
when  w'e  reflect  that  the  cattle  were  ‘Gurned  into  the  brakes  to  browse,” 
and  •"'must  be  belled  that  they  might  be  found;”  and  “axes  were  indis- 
pensable in  clearing  lands,  felling  trees,  making  fences,  and  building 
houses.” 

And,  as  was  remarked,  “ the  bell  had  a herding,  taming  influence  upon 
cattle,  even  so  much  so  that  wild  animals  have  been  known  to  be 
attracted  by  its  sound,  and  to  come  up  to  the  pen  with  the  oxen  and 
, cows.” 

"We  have  in  mind  the  case  of  a little  boy,  to  wdiose  neck  his  mother 
tied  a small  bell,  that  he  might  be  traced  should  he  go  outside  the  picket- 
ing ; and  that  he  was  actually  searched  for  and  found,  occasionally  tlnh- 
ling  his  bell,  and  then  amusing  himself  by  picking  up  pebbles  and  throw- 
ing them  into  the  river.  That  little  fellow  was  in  danger  of  being  caught 
by  the  Indians.  Little  boys  who  disobey  their  mothers,  and  stray  from 
home,  are  sure  to  run  into  danger.  They  need  to  be  “held  and  bell’d,” 
as  Omnibus  says  to  Pirchrod,  though  he  puts  tico  Vs  in  each  word,  “ for 
emphasis.” 

The  cow-boys  were  often  in  danger  of  being  ambushed  and  captured 


* Persons  now  living  remember  to  have  heard,  in  trade,  the  expressions 

“two-twrenty”  and  “six-lorty,”  “I  will  give  or  take  a 640.”  These  amounts 
indicated  so  many  acres  of  land.  There  is  a 640  very  near  the  city  of  Nashville,  on 
the  Lebanon  Pike,  which  was  once  .sold  tor  “three  axes  and  two  cow-bells,”  as  we 
have  been  credibly  intormed.  “.V  faithtul  rifle  and  a clear-toned  bell”  were 
traded  for  another  trad.  Each  .»f  these  pieces  of  land  is  now  worth  many  thousands 
of  dollars.  One  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Maury  was  lost  and  won  at  a game 
to  us  unknown,  and  is  to  this  day  called  by  the  name  of  the  game,  “Rattle  ami 
Snap.” 
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by  tlie  Indians.  Some  were  canglit,  scalped,  and  killed,  otliers  taken  as 
prisoners  into  the  Indian  nations.  Hunters  and  spies  had  some  peculiar 
methods  of  communicating  intelligence,  asking  for  help  or  supplies, 
appointing  time  and  place  for  meeting,  giving  intimation  of  danger,  or 
directing  to  relief. 

They  adopted  some  very  expressive  emblematic  signs  or  figures,  which 
to  the  initiated,  or  the  learned  in  hieroglyphics  and  spy-craft,/^  were  of 
great  importance,  and  readily  interpreted.  IVe  have  heard  many  of  these 
explained,  but  can  venture  to  rehearse  only  one  example  ; 

‘hV  family  of  five  persons  were  killed  : a tall  man,  a short  fat  woman, 
and  three  children,  at  some  place  to  the  north.  Five  sticks  were  cut  of 
various  lengths;  the  longest,  being  forked  or  split,  indicated  the  man, 
the  thick  short  one  the  woman,  and  three  of  smaller  sizes  and  lengths 
the  children.  They  were  all  scalped,  as  is  shown  by  the  peeling  of  tlie 
bark.  There  were  thirteen  Indians,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  stick  with 
stripes  and  thirteen  notches;  and  they  have  fled  south  with  two  prisoners, 
as  we  judge  from  the  pointer  and  little  strips  of  bark,  seemingly  tied 
together. 

Sometimes  all  the  intimations  would  be  upon  one  stick,  or  a piece  of 
bark.  A spy  finding,  at  places  well  known,  some  of  these  mysterious 
articles,  would  bring  them  to  the  station,  where  a consultation  w'ould  be 
held,  and  conclusions  drawn  as  to  the  meaning.  A spy  or  hunter  would 
intimate  to  his  friend  his  want  of  powder  or  lead,  or  other  want,  and  the 
place  at  which  he  would  look  for  supplies. 

In  the  narrative  of  Captain  John  Davis,  he  mentions  the  placing  a 
pone  of  corn-bread  in  a forked  dog-wood,  and  hinting  to  his  lost  com- 
patiion,  by  some  bent  and  broken  twigs,  where  to  look  for  something  of 
importance ; and  by  attention  to  which  tlie  wanderer,  almost  ready  to 
perish,  discovered  the  food,  and  his  life  was  saved. 

As  several  persons  had  been  killed,  and  others  scalped  by  the  Indians 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Sulphur  Spring  Branch  between  Nashville  and 
Freeland's  Station,  it  was  resolved  to  destroy  the  cane  upon  the  interven- 
ing lands,  and  construct  a bridge  over  the  ravine.  Tlie  cane  was  repeat- 
edly set  on  fire,  and  much  of  it  destroyed.  And  tlie  Justices  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions  imposed  a tax  for  this  year,  payable  in  ^peci'jics  and 
money,  “for  the  support  of  the  guard,  and  to  build  a bridge  across  the 
French  Lick  Branch,  below  the  town  of  Nashville." 

The  people  at  these  two  stations  (now  within  the  city  limits)  experi- 
enced interruption  to  their  intercourse  by  high  water.  In  such  times 
they  had  to  u^e  canoes  and  ferry-boats,  or  go  west,  and,  by  a very  circuit- 
ous route  through  cane-brakes,  “head  the  back-waters.”  Some  persons 
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had  been  shot  at  and  wounded  in  that  route.  Large  trees  had  been  felled 
across  this  branch  at  several  places  below  the  spring,  and  served  as 
“foot-bridges/’  or  “logs  to  cross  on/’  until  the  high  waters  should  remove 
them. 

These  inconveniences  and  interruptions  induced  the  court  to  levy  a 
tax  for  a bridge.  But  such  was  the  necessity  of  increased  service  from 
the  guard,  that  the  aJ^pl•opriatlon  was  subsequently  wuthdrawn,  and  the 
entire  tax  applied  to  military  and  emigrant  purposes.  Ji  bridge  wi\s  at 
a subsequent  ])criod  erected  across  this  branch  near  its  mouth,  and  so 
iveighed  down  with  stones  that  it  could  be  flooded,  and  not  floated  away. 
When  the  river  wus  low,  and  no  back-v'Mer  interrupted  the  crossing,  the 
path  usually  taken  between  these  stations  was  by  the  Sulphur  Spring. 

The  place  first,  and  for  many  years,  used  for  the  burial  of  the  dead, 
was  the  point  of  land  in  the  bend  of  the  creek,  and  south-east  of  the 
Sulphur  Spring.  Several  graves  may  yet  be  seen  there.  That  spot,  and 
to  a considerable  extent  the  ground  around,  wms  quite  open,  and  exempt 
from  cane  and  trees,  when  the  emigrants  arrived  here  in  1779.  It  was 
the  spot  where  the  first  corn  was  planted.* 

A register’s  oflice  had  been  established  in  Ilavidson  county.  After 
the  division  of  Davidson  and  the  organization  of  Tennessee  county,  the 
question  was  much  debated,  “'whether  the  office  of  register  was  not 
racaied/*  he  residing  in  the  new  county ; wLereupon  the  Honorable 
Justices  quieted  public  anxiety  and  settled  the  question  by  an  ohitpir 
dictum,  and  thus  the  matter  became  res  adjudicata,  though  coram  non 
judice,  by  this  resolve  : 

The  Court  is  of  o[>inion  that  the  register's  place  is  not  vacated  by 
the  division  of  the  county,  and  by  his  being  thrown  into  the  county  of 
Tennessee,  provided  he  still  keep  a dejmt?/  in  Davidson.” 

Sampson  Willi:tius,  M>q.,  and  two  or  three  others,  took  notice  of  this 
opinion  of  the  Court,  and  were  a little  hypercritical  in  their  comments. 
And  the  Court — reversed  their  former  decision  ! 

Ministers  of  the  gospel,  gentlemen  of  the  green  bag,  and  the  sons  of 
Esculapius,  with  small  saddle-bags,  now  made  their  appearance,  and 
became  identified  with  >ociety.  The  cause  of  education,  the  matters  of 
litigation,  and  the  necessities  of  medication,  now  had  their  advocates  and 
promoters,  lleprcsentatives  of  tlie  learned  professions  appear. 

Throughout  this  year  Ceneral  Robertson  continued  his  inquiries  to 
ascertain  the  connection,  by  treaty  or  otherwise,  existing  between  the 


* Corn  was  also  planto'l  at  tin'  rnoonil  near  the  river,  anti  north  of  the  Sulphur 
Spring  Branch:  there  the  cane  ha'l  been  destroyed. 
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Spaniards  and  the  several  Indian  tribes.  He  became  not  only  the  more 
siipicioiis,  but,  indeed,  convinced  that  the  protracted  Indian  war  against 
these  settlements  had  much  of  Spanish  craft  and  hatred  in  it.  He  was 
already  engaged  in  diplomacy.  He  knew  something  of  the  purposes  of 
the  Spanish  officers,  and  of  tlie  instrumentalities  by  which  they  hoped  to 
attain  their  ends. 

In  the  feeble  and  exposed  condition  of  the  settlements,  great  wisdom 
and  prudence  were  requisite  in  conducting  ’correspondence  and  inter- 
course with  the  Spaniards,  lest  matters  should  be  yet  more  complicated 
and  troublesome. 

Letters  had  passed  between  General  Robertson,  Governor  Hero,  and 
other  Spanish  officers,  as  also  between  him  and  McGiilivray,  th.e  Creek 
chief,  (an  active  agent  in  the  mischief.)  That  correspondence  is  now 
continued  through  the  night  of  gloom  wdiich  covered  all  the  western 
settlements.  At  this  time  we  find  General  Daniel  Smith  engaged  with 
General  Robertson  in  conducting  the  correspondence. 

General  Smith’s  residence  was  Rock  Castle,  in  Sumner.  He  was  a 
man  well  educated,  an  accomplished  gentleman,  and  a soldier.  He  acted 
as  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Territorial  Government,  Senator  in  Congress 
from  the  State,  as  successor  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  had  resigned. 

The  great  question  of  the  day  was  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  had  been  presented  and  rejected 
by  a ver}-^  large  majority.  The  Confederacy  had  been  tried,  in  all 
the  States  it  had  been  discarded  : the  necessity  of  other  form  and  union 
of  government  wms  everywhere  admitted.  What  shall  it  be  ? How  can 
it  be  ? These  were  important  questions,  and  the  difncnlties  and  ohjee- 
tions  to  the  proposed  union,  as  presented  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
seemed  so  many  and  so  mighty  to  the  people  of  Carolina,  on  tlie  Atlantic 
side  of  the  mountain,  that  they  had  rejected  it  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote.  To  the  people  on  this  side  of  the  mountain,  the  doubts  and  objec- 
tions were  more  and  stronger. 

That  great  range  of  mountains,  forbidding  much  of  social  intercourse, 
and  all  of  business,  (as  it  then  seemed,)  was  a natural  barrier  to  any  firm 
and  profitable  union.  It  suggested  the  idea  of  an  eastern  and  a western 
government.  The  impo.ssibility  for  these  settlements  to  exist  without  the 
free  navigation  of  the  great  natural  channels  and  outlets  to  the  Gulf,  the 
importance  of  which  few  per.sons  indeed,  in  the  Ka.'^tern  Sfare.<,  could 
understand,  or  cared  to  cunsider  — the.se  niatter.s  were  sutr:re.stod  and 
urged,  and  greatly  perplexed  the  minds  of  many  of  tlu'sc  statinm'rs. 

Rut  the  arguments*  and  the  iufiuencos  in  favor  of  a closer  union  with 
the  other  States  and  the  patriotic  republican  friends  in  those  States,  and 
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an  iiiibouiuled  admiration  for  AVasliington  and  abiding  confidence  in  bis 
Heaven-directed  mission,  prevailed. 

The  second  Convention  met:  tlic  Constitution  was  presented,  discussed, 
and,  by  a vote  of  more  than  tv/o  to  one,  was  ratified. 

Tliis  result  gave  great  satisfaction.  Men  wlio  had  been  indifi’erent  or 
opposed,  now  congratulated  the  warm  advocates  upon  the  adoption. 

The  State  had  stood  aloof:  it  was  the  separate  and  independent  State 
of  North  Carolina.  But  could  slie  claim  to  have  gained  that  separation 
and  independence  witliout  aid  or  sympathy  from  her  sister  States?  No, 
no;  it  was  a united  Dcclaratinu  of  Independence,  a common  war,  a con- 
joint triumph.  ,A11  must  be  Federalists,  all  must  be  llepublieans.  Few 
indeed  were  they  who  refused  the  sentiment  to  IV ashington — 

“ First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.’’ 

And  now  the  good  Old  North  State  is  one  of  the  United  States.  She 
is  no  longer  out,  but  within  the  Union. 

The  acceptance  and  adoj>tion  date  from  the  loth  day  of  November, 

1789. 

The  administration  of  General  Washington  had  experienced  much 
anxiety  and  embarra.'sment  in  the  intricate  negotiations  with  Spain,  and 
in  all  measures  proj-osed  or  efibrts  made  to  adjust  difficulties  with  the 
Southern  Indians,  from  the  “outside  position”  maintained  by  North 
Carolina.  Hopes  were  now  encouraged  and  entertained  that  all  these 
perplexing  questions  would  sjmedily  be  settled,  and  peace  and  prosperity 
result. 

These  western  people  now  expected  more  from  the  United  States  than 
they  had  ever  received  from  the  parent  State  or  the  Confederacy.  They 
believed  they  had  already  endured  too  much;  they  thought  they  had 
long  and  cruelly  suffered  fmm  tlio  parsimony  of  the  State;  and  they  gave 
free  expression  to  all  their  feelings.  The  desire  for  separation  was  diffus- 
ing, and  was  cheri.shed  by  the  })eople  of  Cumberland.  . They  had  been 
accustomed  to  legi."late,  to  adjudicate  and  to  act  for  themselves.  It  would 
be  no  new  position  I’or  them  to  occupy;  no  duties,  no  cares,  no  burdens 
would  be  devolved  uj>ou  tliem  whicli  would  take  them  unawares,  or  to 
which  they  would  be  found  une<|ual. 

By  repeated  acts  of  legi.<lation,  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  counties 
had  indicated  a determinatum  not  to  defray  one  dollar  of  the  expenses, 
or  to  share  in  the  burdmes  of  the  distant  settlements  over  the  mountains 
and  on  the  Cumberland  River. 

Souie  politicians  in  the  Fastern  States  soon  after  this  began  to  say, 
“ Let  us  secure  the  Fi.dierios  : what  matters  it  to  lus,  if  the  navigation  of 
the  3IIs,xissippi  is  yielded  for  five  and  twenty  years,  or  for  ever  ?”  Not 
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mucli  less  selfish^  and  indifferent  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  these 
settlements,  was  the  spirit  of  some  petty  demagogues  in  the  Old  North 
State. 

All  men  are  not  blessed  with  that  clear  vision  which  discerns  objects 
afar  oft’.  Some  think  they  can  “ see  men,  as  trees  walking/^  but  never 
pray  for  the  removal  of  the  film,  that  they  may  ‘^see  plainly.’^ 

The  great  facts  in  American  destiny,  although  they  cast  their  shadows 
plainly  in  advance  of  their  coming,  could  not  be  discerned  or  credited 
until  tbcy  stood  forth  in  all  their  magnificence  to  the  common  sense  of 
every  man. 

In  IVashington  District,  (or  East  Tennessee,)  the  alienation  of  the 
people  from  the  State  had  gone  so  tar  as  to  produce  a separate  organiza- 
tion. They  deliberately  threw  oft'  the  authority  of  the  State.  They  set 
up  for  tliemselves. 

‘‘The  iSlate  of  Franhlbi^  had  its  day*  and  so  had  the  “Government 
of  the  Notables.'^  Men  of  intelligence  and  patriotism  were  concerned 
in  each  of  these  anomalous  States  and  transient  organizations.  They  were 
a nece.ssity  of  the  times  and  interests  of  the  people.  They  accomplished 
a good  service;  and  that  was  glory  enough.  Though  they  are  ended  as 
distinct  organizations,  their  good  results  are  not  yet  terminated  or  in- 
operative. 

But  the  worth  and  the  services  of  the  prominent  actors  could  not  thus 
soon  be  ended.  There  was  much  more  for  them  to  do  and  to  suffer. 
Sevier  and  Robertson,  and  other  noble  spirits,  were  trained  to  “endure 
hardships,  as  good  soldiers.’’ 

In  the  spring  of  1784,  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  had  passed 
an  xket  of  Cession  : plainly  evincing  a desire  to  be  relieved  of  her  “ moun- 
taineers” and  “ children  in  the  woods.”  Rut  when  she  saw  them  so 
willing  to  set  up  for  themselves,  there  came  “a  second  thought,”  and  in 
October  the  Cession  Act  was  repealed.  Disappointment  and  irritation 
resulted.  The  Franklin  Government  arose,  conflicts  ensueil,  and  then 
the  State  of  I ranklin  ceased  by  a euthanasia. 

The  satisfaction  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line,  by 
liberal  bounty-lands,  must  be  made;  and  as  the  State  foresaw  the  day,  and 
that  not  distant,  when  her  north-western  and  transiuciitane  territory  must 
be  relinijuishcd,  it  would  do  very  well  to  satisfy  all  such  obligations  from 
these  wild  lands.  Tim  State  woufil  have  so  much  the  more  left  within 
her  diminished  boundaries  when  the  separation  should  have  been  accom- 
plished. 

In  December  of  this  year,  the  Assembly,  having  in  view  this  policv, 
passed  an  act  to  pay  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  been  engaged  in 
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Genera]  Josepli  Martiu/s  fruitless  expedition  against  the  Chickamauga 
towns;*  and,  with  offensive  discrimination  and  niggardliness,  exempted 
the  treasury  of  the  State  from  liability  for  one  dollar,  and  made  the 
whole  payable  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  District  of  AYashington. 

“The  western  people  believed  that  the  aim  was  to  obtain  from  the  sale 
of  the  lands  more  certificates  of  public  debt  and  the  opinion  was 
entertained  that  North  Carolina  could  expose  them  to  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping -knife,  without  any  sympathy  for  their  sulferiiigs,  and  without 
having  the  least  inclination  to  prevent  them. 

“In  the  judgment  of  these  mountain  settlers,  past  experience  had 
fully  demonstrated  the  advantages  which  were  to  be  expected  from  a 
renewal  or  continuance  of  their  connection  with  North  Carolina:''  they 
were  to  fight  for  themselves,  ])rotect  their  own  possessions,  and  pay  all  the 
taxes.  If  such  taxes  were  not  sufficient  to  defray  expenses,  they  mmst 
increase  them,  or  let  the  debts  remain  unsettled.  “ Let  them  see  to  it," 
and  not  call  upon  the  State  treasury.  Many  instances  of  such  treatment 
were  supposed  to  be  scattered  through  the  public  annals  of  the  country. 
The  expenses  of  maintaining,  protecting,  and  governing  the  settlements 
through  various  channels,  had  greatly  accumulated.  Every  law  was 
carefully  worded,  so  as  to  restrict  the  burdens  of  payment  to  the  Dis- 
tricts of  AYa^hington  and  Mero.  The  instances  to  the  contrary  were 
very  few  and  inconsiderable.  The  great  and  inevitable  exception  was 
“the  maintaining  of  the  western  members  at  the  Assembly.  These 
expenses  were  defrayed  from  the  State  treasury  1"  and  amounted  to  about 
sixty  dollars  to  eaeli  member  ! 

The  members  from  the  Atlantic  counties  were  ever  on  the  alert,  and 
complaining  of  the  nmliiplieiry  and  magnitude  of  western  claims.  The 
bickerings  and  contentions  were  on  the  increase  between  these  Represen- 
tatives. We  doubt  not  that  the  western  members  did,  as  was  said,  ‘“inti- 
mate the  necessity  of  yet  larger  claims  and  appropriations — the  pre.'Cnt 
and  growing  circumstances  would  render  these  indispensable."  But  they 
were  not  unwilling  to  see  tlie  fears  of  the  Atlantic  people  yet  more 
aroused,  that  tlie  separation  might  be  hastened.  They  saw  that  nothing 
was  to  be  gained  from  lon  jer  adlieroncc  to  the  State,  and  they  hoped  that, 
by  an  early  separation,  there  would  be  the  larger  extent  of  unappropri- 
ated lands  in  the  new  vState. 


*And  thut  very  inva-ion  of  Imlian  towns  caused  those  lawless  savages, 
tboir  bad  temper  rnueli  iml'irtcied,  to  move  farther  down  the  river,  an-l  finally  to 
estahlish  themsolvt.H  at  Niekajack  and  llunning  Water,  whence  they  made  their 
mischievous  incursions  into  the  Cumberland  settlements. 
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The  Atlantic  counties  had  the  power  to  dictate  terms,  and  in  the 
Chickannmga  Act’^  they  manifested  their  determination  to  use  this 
power  of  the  majority/' 

We  need  not  deny  that  the  western  people  did  not  think  it  material 
by  what  means  they  could  draw  from  a treasury  replenished  by  the  sales 
of  lauds  which  the  unassisted  valor  of  the  western  people  had  plucked 
from  the  hands-  of  the  savages,  and  which  had  also  been  rendered  valu- 
able by  the  settlements  which  the  same  valor  had  planted  upon  them. 
They  may  liave  judged,  that  to  get  into  such  a treasury  through  an 
unguarded  avenue,  which  the  proper  owners  or  guardians  had  lel’t  open 
and  forgotten,  might  not,  in  a court  of  conscience,  be  an  unpardonable 
crime;  especially  if  the  court  were  created  amongst  the  western  people.’' 
The  learned  say,  that  all  consciences  are  not  made  in  the  same  mould, 
nor  of  the  same  length ; and  it  has  been  shrewdly  suspected  that,  upon 
this  subject,  a Aorth  Carolina  and  a Tennessee  conscience  would  be  found 
to  difler  materially." 

^CVbout  this  time  it  was  believed  that  the  western  people  and  their 
members  were  not  deficient  in  the  advancement  of  all  their  just  claims, 
and  lost  no  opportunity  to  present  them  whenever  there  was  a hope  of 
having  them  favorably  passed  on.  And  as  their  constituents  were  not 
opulent  enough  to  make  them  neglect  trifles,  they  claimed,  it  was 
thought,  full  measure  for  all  their  services  and  supplies,  and  omitted  no 
claim  from  a motive  of  disinclination"  to  swell  the  account. 

Either  by  accident  or  design,  the  ungrateful  creed  wa.s  inculcated, 
that  more  expeditions  against  the  Chickamaugas  and  other  Indian  tribes 
would  soon  })ecome  necessary." 

“Upon  its  trail  there  followed  the  odious  suggestion,  that  whenever 
the  western  people  wanted  money,  they  pretended  that  the  Indians  plun- 
dered and  scalped  their  inhabitants;  embodied  the  militia,  and  continued 
them  in  service  till  their  pay  amounted  to  the  sums  they  wanttal ; that 
there  were  endless  sources  of  expenditure,  which  would  never  cease  to 
furnish  claims  and  complaints  for  the  unwilling  ears  of  the  Atlantic 
members,  who  had  nearly  as  much  complacency  about  this  time  for  the 
yell  of  the  aavaye  as  for  the  claims  and  complaints  of  the  western  Repre- 
sentatives 

“These  rumors  did  not  fail  of  their  effect.  Each  party  ran  with  joy 
to  the  formation  of  articles  which  were  to  sever  them  f >r  ever."'*' 

The  Eepresentatives  from  the  counties  on  the  Cumberland  actively  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  discussions  in  the  Assembly. 


* Haywood. 
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All  act  was  passed,  which  authorized  and  required  the  Senators  in 
Congress  to  execute  a deed  or  deeds  conveying  to  the  United  States  of 
America  all  right,  title,  and  claim  which  North  Carolina  had  to  the 
sovereignty  and  territory  of  the  lands  situated  within  the  chartered  limits 
of  North  Carolina,  and  west  ol'  the  line  beginning  on  the  extreme  height 
of  the  Stone  Mountain,  wliere  tlie  Virginia  line  intersects  it,  etc. 

On  the  25th  day  of  February,  1790,  Samuel  Johnston  and  Benjamin 
Hawkitis,  the  Senators  from  Nortli  Carolina,  executed  a deed  in  con- 
formity with  the  cession  act  ; and  on  the  second  of  April  of  the  same 
year,  Congress  in  beluilf  of  tlie  United  States  accepted  the  grant.  And 
thus  the'  authority  of  tlie  OM  North  State  ceased.  She  was  relieved  of 
her  many  inquietudes,  and  the  western  people  greatly  rejoiced  in  their 
deliverance,  and  began  to  open  for  themselves  the  paths  to  prosperity 
and  glory 

The  ‘‘first,  second,  and  third  conditions”  in  the  Deed  of  Cession  have 
peculiar  marks  of  the  unkind  and  selfish  feelings  by  which  the  majority 
in  the  North  Carolina  Assembly  were  tinctured.  But  we  Mull  not  com- 
ment upon  them.  They  were  suftieiently  criticised  and  condemned  by 
western  members  at  the  time,  and  l)y  tiieir  constituents  generally. 

There  M’ere  some  savage  murders  in  this  year,  mTucIi  should  be  men- 
tioned before  we  close  this  chapter. 

Colonel  Isaac  Titt^worth  and  his  brother  John  had  arrived  at  the 
Cumberland  settlements  in  safety,  under  the  protection  of  the  Guard. 
After  a short  delay  at  Bledsoe’s  and  5Iansker’s,  they  proceeded  with 
their  wives  and  children,  and  several  servants,  and  commenced  their 
settlements  near  the  moutli  of  tin'  Sulpluir  Fork  of  Bed  Biver,  in  Tennessee 
county.  Here  they  ■were  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and,  as  M'as  reported 
and  believed,  ^Mheir  wives  and  children  Mere  killed;  not  one  escaped'''^ 

A hunting-party,  consisting  of  (.'olonel  Tenen,  Evan  Shelby,  Jun., 
Abednego  Lev'cllen,  and  Ilugli  F.  Jlell,  were  in  pursuit  of  game,  and  fell 
into  an  ambush,  M'hen  the  Indians  fired  and  killed  Shelby  and  LeMudlen. 
Tenen  and  Bell  made  a narrow  escape,  being  pursued  for  many  miles. 

Ill  wSeptember,  a party  of  Indians  a))proaclied  the  spring  at  Buchanan’s 
Station.  They  discovered  John  Blackburn  and  fired  upon  him — at  least 
a dozen  fired  at  him  at  tlie  same  time;  he  was  riddled  with  bullets,  w;is 
scalped,  and  a spear  left  slicking  in  his  body. 

‘‘Colonel  George  Yvinchester  was  out  with  a .scouting-party,  and 
upon  Smith’s  Fork  he  came  upon  a,  i’resh  trail  of  Imlians.  He  pursued 
them  doM'ii  the  crock,  on  a buffalo-path ; and,  no  doubt,  the  Indians 


^ Haywood,  p.  214. 
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were  apprised  that  they  were  after  theiip  and  accordingly  selected  their 
ground  for  battle.  The  path  led  through  an  open  forest  to  the  crossing 
of  the  creek,  and  immediately  a^heavy  cane-brake  set  in. 

^^Thc  spies  were  a little  in  front.  They  were  Major  Joseph  McElrath 
and  Captain  John  Ilickerson,  two  very  brave  men. 

^‘Jiist  as  the  spies  entered  the  green  cane  only  a short  distance, 
tlie  Indians,  lying  in  ambush,  fired  upon  them.  Ilickerson  was  instantly 
killed;  McElrath  escaped  unhurt.  AVinchester  close  behind,  rushing 
up.  Both  parties  commenced  firing,  and  kept  it  up  for  some  time. 
Frank  Heany  was  wounded;  and  the  Indians  having  greatly  the  ad- 
vantage, Winchester  thought  proper  to  retreat.  By  retreating  he  hoped 
he  could  draw  them  out  of  the  cane  into  more  open  ground.  In  this  he 
did  not  succeed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Captain  James  McCann  killed  a celebrated 
warrior,  whose  Indian  name,  Ne-ussee,  signifies  ‘ The  IMoon.’  He  was  a 
hare-lipped  man,  of  large  size,  and  the  only  one  in  the  nation  thus 
marked.  No  doubt  this  Indian  shot  down  and  scalped  Captain  Charles 
Morgan,  a year  or  two  before.  ^Morgan  lived  several  days,  and  stated 
that  it  was  a hare-lipped  Indian  who  shot  and  scalped  him. 

^^One  of  my  brothers  was  in  this  expedition.  The  Indians,  after  the 
establishment  of  peace,  said  Mhe  Moon’  was  killed.  The  Indians  re- 
proached us  with  having  a fool  warrior  along.  There  were  two  Dutch- 
men in  the  party  by  the  name  of  Ilarpool,  John  and  iMartiti. 

The  Indians  were  under  a second  bank  of  the  creek  in  the  cane. 
. . . . John  Harpool  told  his  brother  Martin  to  ‘ run  down  and  drive 
them  up,  while  he  killed  one,’  as  they  practiced  in  deer-drives. 
Martin  rushed  in  and  raised  a great  whoop  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
making  the  cane  crack  at  a terrible  rate,  and  the  Indians  broke  and  run. 
lie  was  ever  afterwards  called  the  ^ Fool  Warrior.”  I knew  them  both 
well ; they  were  good  soldiers.”  * 

By  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  near  the  close  of  the  session,  at  the 
instance  probably  of  the  Ilepresentatives  from  Davidson,  Sumner,  and 
Tennessee  counties,  the  County  Courts  of  those  counties  were  ‘^enjoined, 
at  their  next  April  term,  (1790,)  to  make  a list,  to  be  signed  by  the 
Chairman,  of  all  licks  fit  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  including  Eaton’s, 
Denton’s,  Xeely’s,  Casper’s,  IMadison’s,  Drake’s,  Stoner’s,  and  Bledsoe’s, 
which  were  to  be  sold.  All  others  were  declared  vacant,  and  sul.'Joct  to 
location  and  entry.” 

Commissioners  were  to  cau.se  to  be  surveyed  the  several  licks  and 


* John  Carr. 
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springs  fit  for  tlie  manufacturing  of  salt,  with  six  hundred  and  fijiij 
acres  of  land  adjoining;  advertise  and  sell  the  same  within  twelve 
months.  Two  of  the  reserved  licks,  with  adjoining  land,  were  to  be  re- 
tained for  the  use  of  Davidson  Academy,  for  which  commissioners  were 
ordered  to  execute  deeds  to  the  trustees.  The  moneys  arising  from  such 
sales  were  to  be  a])propriated  to  the  use  of  the  District  of  Mero,  as  should 
thereafter  by  law  be  appointed. 

A Tobacco  Inspoction”  was  provided  for  at  Clarksville,  in  Tennessee 
county.  Subsequently,  there  was  one  established  at  Cairo,  in  Sumner 
county.  Clarksville  has  maintained  her  distinction  and  preeminence  as 
^^the  first  point’'  for  the  shipment  of  tobacco. 

For  interesting  information  as  to  this  article  of  commerce,  we  refer  to 
Chapter  XX. 

Provision  was  made  for  persons  wmunded  by  the  Indians  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Mero.  By  this  act,  the  County  Courts  of  the  three  counties  were 
authorized  to  pass  the  accounts  of  physicians,  surgeons,  and  nui'ses  for 
attendance  upon  persons  so  w'ouuded  and  disabled,  and  accounts  for  pro- 
visions and  maintenance.  These  being  certified  and  authenticated,  as 
required,  were  to  be  receivable  for  taxes  and  other  public  dues  in  the 
District.  Accounts  tlms  passed  were  redeemable  in  the  District — not 
elsewhere.  The  State  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Hitherto 
she  had  not  made  provision  for  such  obligations  out  of  her  treasury, 
and  it  was  not  now  expected  that  such  siitfcrers  should  look  for  aid  or  sym- 
pathy beyond  tbeir  county  and  this  District. 

In  anticipation  of  the  business  which  surgeons  and  physicians  were 
about  to  have — arising  from  Indian  wars — and  the  gratuitous  services 
which  it  was  presumed  tlioy  would  render  the  poor  and  afflicted  in  their 
need,  an  exemption  was  granted  to  them  from  all  militia  duties. 

Equity  powers,  and — a more  liberal  salary,  w'ere  granted  to  the  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  f>r  3Iero  District. 

The  year  17S9  was  regarded  as  quite  a prosperous  one  for  the  Cum- 
berland people.  It  was,  in  after-years,  sometimes  mentioned  as  a year 
of  comparative  peace — only  thirty  persons  killed,  a few  scalped  and 
otherwise  wounded,  and  one  half  only  of  the  horses  belonging  to  the 
people  stolen. 

But. this  sentiment  w;is  prevalent:  We  shall  be  able  to  maintain  our 
ground.  We  shall  e.vpeet  aid  and  protection  from  the  United  States 


* The  number  of  !mrse«  stolen  by  the  Tmlbms  from  these  settlements  was  now 
estimated  at  one  thoii>:ind.  General  Kobeit.soa  and  his  brother  Elijali  had  lost 
ninety-three,  aud  bis  immediate  neighbors  seveaty-tive. 
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Government,  to  viiose  jurisdiction  and  ciire  we  sliall  soon  be  trans- 
' ferred.  The  administration  of  AVashinglon  will  ‘‘  defend  ns  from  all  the 
assaults  of  our  enemies.’^  They  spoke  of  him  as  ‘fthe  man  appointed  of 
Heaven  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies.'’^ 

General  Kobertson,  and  other  influential  men,  honestly  and  zealously 
inculcated  these  sentiments.  The  majority  of  the  people  were  admirers 
of  Washington,  placed  unlimited  confidence  in  him,  and,  perhaps,  had 
unreasonable  expectations  from  the  government  to  the  Presidency  of 
which  he  was  so  earnestly  called  and.  unanimously  elected. 

However,  not  every  man  was  even  ‘‘'for  Via^lungton”  “ Such  great- 
ness and  such  goodness  were  indeed  overpowering ; to  be  admired — but 
also  dreaded 

We  will  not  record  the  name  of  the  author  of  this  expression. 

There  was  one  transact  ion  at  this  period  in  Georgia,  with  which  some 
of  the  early  stationers  on  Cumberland  were  connected,  that  merits  a pass- 
ing notice. 

On  the  21st  December,  1789,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  passed  an  act 
granting  to  Zachariah  Cox  and  his  associates,  in  consideration  of  $16,875, 
three  million  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  Great  Bend  of 
Tennessee. 

General  Sevier,  and  other  prominent  men  in  East  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Donelson,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others  here,  or  who  had  been  here, 
were  interested,  either  by  advances  and  as  original  partners,  or  b}'  gra- 
tuities. General  Sevier  had  ten  or  twenty  thousand  acres  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Blue  Water  Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Tennessee,  near  the 
head  of  the  i^Iuscle  Shoals,  the  right  to  which  he  relinquished  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  privilege  of  entering  five  thousand  acres  of  other 
unappropriated  public  lands.  Colonel  Donelson  had  been  an  original  pro- 
jector of  a settlement  there. 

The  impression  was  made  upon  the  Cumberland  settlers  that  the  suc- 
cessful establishment  of  white  settlements  there  upon  the  border  of  Indian 
territory,  would  have  a most  happy  influence  in  restraining  savage  incur- 
sions into  the  Cumberland  settlements;  therefore  these  stationers  felt  much 
concern  when  they  learned  that  the  general  government,  or  administra- 
tion of  Washington,  had  given  orders  to  prevent  or  break  up  the  entire 
project.  It  was  denounced  as  illegal,  fraudulent,  and  cornq.t,  contrary  to 
treaty  stipulations,  and  to  the  ‘‘non-committal,  uon-aggres?ive  policy”  of 
the  government. 

As  a legal  question,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  State  of  Georgia 
• had  a right  to  sell  lands,  prior  to  the  union ; that  these  lauds  wore  within 
her  boundaries;  and  although  the  nomad  tribes,  the  wild  Cherokees,  or 
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some  of  tlie  Chickasaws,  may  liave  coiitliiueJ  to  set  up  a claim,  tlieir  best 
title  bad  been  piircbased  once  and  again,  by  contracts,  the  resulting 
benefit  of  wliicb  accrued  to  the  State;  therefore  the  purchase  of  the  State 
by  the  great  Tennessee  Land  Comj»any  was  good  and  valid. 

On  2d  September,  1790,  the  agents  of  this  company  issued  public 
notices  to  the  proprietors,  that  on  the  10th  January,  1791,  they,  and 
whosoever  would  join  them,  would  embark  from  the  confluence  of  Ilolstoa 
and  French  Ih'oad  llivers,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  settlements  near 
the  Muscle  Shoals. 

They  were  forbidden  to  depart  on  any  such  expedition,  and  threatened 
with  a warflire  by  the  savages,  to  check  the  horrors  of  which,  aid  should 
not  be  granted,  either  by  the  Confederacy  or  the  State.  The  Indians 
were  to  be  ‘Jet  loose  upon  them,  witliout  bit  or  bridle,  with  knife,  gun, 
hatchet,  and  fagot.” 

■ 3Iost  of  the  proprietors,  or  associates,  were  deterred,  and  desisted; 
abandoning  one  of  the  most  lawful,  well-devised,  and  well-designed  ‘‘fJJ.i- 
hnstering  exj)ed  if  ions' ' known  in  the  early  history  of  the  great  IVest  and 
South. 

Following  close  upon  the  denunciation  and  defeat  of  settlements  in  the 
Great  Lend  of  Tennessee,  came  the  Treaty  of  Ilolston,  on  the  2d  July, 
1791,  by  which  the  whole  country  east  of  the  Tennessee  River  (including 
the  three  million  five  hundred  thousand  acres)  to  the  Cumberland  River, 
forty  miles  above  Nashville,  and  tlience  with  the  dividing  ridge  between 
Cumberland  and  Duck,  to  a point  whence  a south-west  line  would  strike 
the  mouth  of  Duck  River  and  Tennessee,  was  restored — given  to  the 
Cherokees  ! “Civilization  crawJishing  !”  exclaimed  “the  said  Ilood.’' 

We  believe  that  the  Cherokee  nation  had  not  a town  or  settlement  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Teniuosee  River,  unless  we  admit  the  few  bark 
camps  and  insignificant  shanties  opposite  the  site  of  Chattanooga  to  be 
the  exception.  That  they  had  no  ownership  in  all  this  forest  region  will 
be  fully  proven  hereafter.  The  Chickasaws  had  yielded  their  pretensions 
to  the  country  south  of  this  line  drawn  from  the  Cumberland  above  Nash- 
ville to  the  mouth  of  Duck  River,  even  the  “ Chickasaw  old  fields,”  near 
Muscle  Shoals,  “'leaving  it  to  the  white  people  to  keep  it  as  hunting- 
ground,  make  it  a battle-ground,  or  clear  it  for  corn-ground.” 

The  news  from  the  Kentucky  settlements  was  very  disheartening  to 
settlers  here.  For  years  the  Knimickians  had  desired  iudependeucL — 
separation  from  Virginia,  and  e.dnii.-^ion  into  the  Confederacy.  An 
edecLion  of  delegates  to  their  sarfufh  Convention  had  taken  place.  This 
('ouvention  met  at  Danville,  in  July,  17i>9,  when  they  found  that.  in:?t*'a'l 
of  the  way  having  been  opened  for  the  attainment  of  their  desired  object, 
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new  obstacles  wore  thrown  in  the  way.  Another  Convention  must  be 
called  for  the  next  year,  and  then  another^  nine  in  all^  before  Kentucky 
could  be  enrolled  as  a State. 

If  such  are  the  diiiiculties  and  delays  there,  what  may  they  not  be 
for  ns  V*  said  some  here. 

Some  numbers  of  Bradford’s  Kentucky  Gazette,  and  publications  in 
other  forms,  had  reached  Cumberland  settlements,  with  jus,t,  yet  bitter 
-complaints  of  the  proposed  surrender  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississij)pi. 
Those  stationers  were  ^‘troubled  on  every  side:  without  were  fghtlngs, 
within  were  fears. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

' 1790. 

The  act  of  cession  having  been  accepted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  it  became  its  duty  to  provide  a territorial  government.  An  act 
for  this  purpose  was  passed  on  25tli  of  May,  for  the  government  of  the 
“territory  south  of  the  Ohio  River/’  It  constitutes  this  territory  into 
one  district,  for  the  ])urposes  of  a temporary  government. 

The  privileges,  benefits,  and  advantages  to  be  enjoyed  here,  are  such, 
as  had  been  granted  and  guaranteed  to  the  people  in  the  territory  nonh- 
west  of  the  Ohio  River,  by  Act  of  Congress,  passed  in  July,  1787,  except 
so  far  as  is  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  Act 
of  Congress  accepting  the  cession  made  by  North  Carolina.  One  of  these 
conditions  is,  that  no  regulations  made  or  to  be  made  by  Congress  shall 
tend  to  emancipate  slaves.  Congress  is  hereby  expressly  forbidden  and 
precluded  from  all  intermeddling  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  this 
territory. 

The  duty  now  devolves  upon  President  Washington  to  nominate  the 
officers  for  this  territorial  government.  Who  shall  be  Governor?  The 
Representatives  to  the  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  from  Washington  m\d 
Mero  Districts  had  repeatedly  met  with  a gentleman  in  the  Assembly  who 
was  of  graceful  and  accomplished  manners,  kind  and  sociable  in  dispo- 
sition, of  business  habits,  extensive  information  in  Indian  affairs,  and  who 
had  given  many  proofs  of  sympathy  and  interest  for  the  pioneer  settlers. 
This  gentleman  was  ill iani  B fount : with  some  faults,  a man  of  emi- 

nent worth  and  abilities.  He  was  a favorite  with  these  acquaintances, 
and  doubtless  received  their  hearty  recommendation.  lie  was  nominated, 
the  nomination  confirmed,  and  received  his  commission,  dated  7th 
August,  1790.  The  Territorial  Judges  were  Joseph  Anderson  and 

David  Campbell. 

Governor  Blount  arrived  in  the  territory  on  the  lOth  October,  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  Mr.  Cobb’s,  near  Wasliingt-m  Court-house, 
between  llolston  and  French  Broad  Ptivers.  Some  of  the  Governor  s 
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lecters  to  General  Robertson  were  dated  at  Cobb’s/^  as  may  be  seen  in 
Robertson’s  manuscript  letters.  lie  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office  with  much  earnestness,  and  persevered  vatli  untiring- 
energy  ; a little  vacillating  in  sore  perplexities. 

The  cliaracter  given  to  him  for  eminent  talents,  familiarity  with  Indian 
alTairs  at  the  South,  and  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  in  public  life, 
insured  liim  a cordial  welcome  among  the  people  on  this  western  river. 
It  is  due  to  Governor  Blount  to  say  that  in  the  Assembly  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  he  had  appeared  as  the 
champion,  the  decided  and  eloquent  friend  and  defender  of  the  interests 
and  characters  of  these  pioneers.  The  people  of  Tennessee  ovre  much  to 
the  early  counsels  and  measures  of  Governor  Blount.  All  may  not 
deserve  the  highest  commendation,  yet  there  is  enough  to  entitle  his 
name  to  enrolment  among  the  intelligent  and  useful  public  officers  of 
Tennessee. 

His  political  sun  was  obscured  in  its  setting.  But  if  his  complicity  in 
projects  (ever  involved  in  mi/stifiration')  was  icithouf  crimi/iaUf^,  and 
if  he  was  made  a sacrifice  to  State  poUci/  and  diplomat ic  cra  ft,  the  time 
has  come  when  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  desire  to  relieve  his  name 
from  reproach,  and  herself  from  the  stigma  as  the  first  State  dishonored 
by  the  expulsion  from  the  Senate  of  the  Tmited  States  of  a citizen  and 
Senator,  upon  whose  private  and  public  life,  until  then,  high  culogiums 
had  been  bestowed. 

We  must  say  that  the  indifference  manifested  in  this  State  for  the  fair 
fame  of  its  early  great  men — of  which  class  of  patriots  no  State  in  the 
Union  ever  possessed  more  worthy  ones — is  inexcic^able.  The  names  of 
these  worthy  citizens  are,  indeed,  perpetuated  upon  the  statute-book  and 
in  the  map  and  geography  of  the  State,  and  perhaps  these  are  as  suitable 
monuments  as  could  then  have  been  afforded.  But  the  time  has  arrived 
when  full  records  of  the  acts  and  public  services  of  such  men  should  be 
embodied  and  published  ; and  hereafter  monuments  and  statues  be  erected 
which  should  attract  the  admiration  and  awaken  the  impiiry  of  all  of  the 
present  and  future  generations  in  the  State.  We  have  counties  named 
in  honor  of  Blount,  Sevier,  Robertson,  Shelby,  Bledsoe,  Jackson,  Polk, 
and  Grundy.  This  is  all  very  well,  commendable ; but  we  need,  fur  our 
schools,  biographies  and  historical  narratives  neatly  prepared  and  for 
common  use. 

The  names  of  one  or  two  excellent  women  are  likewise  perpetuated. 
We  have  good  authority  for  the  following  anecdote:  When  the  county 
of  Blount  was  to  be  organized  or  the  act  to  pas=»,  in  1705,  and  the  seat  of 
justice  to  be  na?ncd,  I79o,  Blount,  then  Governor  of  the  Territoiyq 
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humorously  remarked,  that  as  the  Territorial  Legislature  was  disposed  to 
attach  his  name  to  the  county,  they  ought  to  place  the  name  of  his  wife 
there,  as  she  was  to  him  the  centre  of  attraction  and  inseparable.  There- 
fore the  county-seat  was  called  Maryville^  in  honor  of  his  wife,  olary 
Blount,  formerly  Mary  Grainyer.  AV hereupon  the  Honorable  M.  Carter, 
whose  own  name  was  about  to  be  distinguished  in  the  same  wav.  bv 
Carter  county,  requested  that  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  called 
Eliznhetldoii,  for  which  there  vras  just  as  good  reason  as  that  ure:ed  bv 
Governor  Blount,  and  thus  the  name  of  Elizabeth  Carter  has  its  localitv. 
(Perhaps  her  paternal  name  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  old  nlanu^crit;.■ts 
deposited  in  Tennessee  Historical  Society,  w'ith  letters  from  Willie 
Blount,  as  it  was  furnished  to  us  with  those  letters.) 

Abundance  of  documents  remain,  and  are  readily  accessible,  for  the 
preparation  of  an  interesting  life  of  Governor  William  Blount. 

The  Governor  commissioned  the  necessary  civil  and  militarj-  oincers 
for  the  counties.  Daniel  Smith  was  appointed  Secretary  of.  the  Terri- 
torial Government : of  him  we  must  speak  hereafter.  The  appointment 
of  the  military  officer  for  each  district  rvas  reserved  to  the  President. 
John  Sevier  was  nominated  and  received  the  office  of  Major-General 
for  the  District  of  AVashington,  and  James  Robertson  for  the  District  of 
3Iero.  These  commissions  were  issued  in  February,  1791. 

Governor  Blount  made  most  happy  appointments  to  office  in  the 
counties.  The  early  pioneers  he  regarded,  as  of  right,  entitled  to  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  such  offices  as  were  to  be  held  among  them ; 
and  there  wmre  enough  of  honest  and  qualified  men  to  fill  all  these  offices. 
They  were  not  overlooked  ; and  thus  we  find  the  few  survivors  of  the 
inchoate  government  at  Maaliborovyh  of  1780— S3  continued  in  power. 
It  is  with  pleasure  we  also  find  that  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  and 
worthiest  of  men,  Captain  J</}ni  Dondson,  received  and  accepted  a com- 
mission, a copy  of  which  we  give  below.*  The  oath  of  office  was  taken  the 
same  day  before  Judge  3IcXairy. 


* The  commissions  were  written  by  Governor  Blount  in  his  excellent,  large 
hand  ; 

“William  Blount,  Governor  in  and  over  the  Territory  of  the  United  Staces  of 
America,  south  of  the  River  Ohio. 

“To  all  who  shall  see  these  Present. ■<,  Greeting: 

“Know  3*e  that  I do  appoint  J(din  Doaelson,  Esq.,  of  the  county  of  Pavi-lson  in 
the  said  Territory,  a Ju.stice  of  the  Penee  for  the  said  County,,  and  do  auth"r:ze 
and  empower  liim  to  execute  and  fuitil  the  duties  of  that  ofiice  according  t.>  Law, 
and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  oihoe  during  Ins  good  Beliavior,  or  during  the 
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The  people  here  had  been  for  so  long  a time  vrithout  a thoroughly 
organized  government  with  suiiicient  oriicers,  that  they  nuw  indulged  in 
pcrha})S  extravagant  anticipations  of  benefits  speedily  to  result  from  the 
new  administration.  The  ofiicers  in  each  county  were  identified  witli  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  the  country ; and  they  were  men  to  dignify 
the  ofiice  tliey  held,  by  the  faitliful  discharge  of  its  duties. 

The  commission  from  General  Washington  to  General  llubertson  was 
regarded  as  a certificate  of  merit  and  distinction  from  the  very  fountain 
of  honor,  and  worthily  bestowed  upon  the  very  chief  citizen  here.  General 
Piobertson  could  not  fail  to  appreciate  this  mark  of  cotifidonce,  and  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  present  induliitable  evidence  of  his  high  regard  for 
General  Washington. 

Fur  ten  years  a savage  war  had  been  waged  against  these  feeble  settle- 
ments. The  most  numerous  and  warlike  of  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians 
were  their  enemies.  They  were  enemies,  in  violation  of  professions  and 
treaties  of  peace;  they  were  enemies  against  stationers,  wliosc  aim  was  to 
pursue  only  the  peaceful  arts  of  agriculture ; they  were  enemies,  depart- 
ing from  their  own  to  trespass  upon  territory  they  had  never  possessed — 
the  questionable  pretensions  of  right  to  which  they  had  relinquished  for 
considerations  once  and  again  paid  ro  them.  They  were  enemies  by  the 
machinations  and  instigations  of  a nation  recently  associated  with  us  in 
the  contest  for  freedom  and  independence;  a nation  having  high  pre- 
tensions to  religion  and  all  the  refinements  of  civilization  ; a nation  under 
solemn  treaty  obligations  not  to  disturb  our  peace.  The  iSpaniards,  by 
artful  persuasions  and  corrupting  presents,  ensnared  and  infiained  these 
savages  to  robbery  and  murder;  ‘Gherefore  they  had  the  greater  sin.’’ 

Let  us  take  a survey  of  our  progress.  Commencing  with  emigrants  to 
the  number  of  about  three  hundred,  in  the  cold  winter  and  wet  spring 
of  1780,  organized  into  seven  companies,  which  commenct'd  settlements 
and  erected  defences,  we  sec  them'  soon  so  greatly  harassed  and 
slaughtered  that  but  a third  of  their  number  remains,  and  a majority  of 
these  settlements  and  stations  had  to  be  abandoned.  iih  difficulty 
could  a foothold  be  maintained  at  the  three  forts  first  constructci.  Then 
again  with  some  accession  of  numbers  to  the  settlements,  with  other 


existence  of  the  Temporary  Government  of  said  Territory,  with  all  the  powers, 
authorities,  and  privileges  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining. 

“Given  under  my  hand  an<l  seal  iu  the  said  Territory,  this  loth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1700. 

“By  the  Governor: 

“ D.\NL.  S MIT  FI.” 


Wm.  Bloc. NT. 
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treaties,  with  other  hoiiRtlaries,  with  other  largesses  to  the  Indians,  with 
changes  of  jurisdiction,  witli  some  change  of  otlicers,  and  with  a novel 
change  in  the  form  of  govcniment — the  settlements  are  now  expanded 
farther  than  at  any  previous  date.  Eut  it  is  a matter  of  curious  inquiry, 
to  what  extent  had  this  struggle  for  ten  years  given  possession  of  the 
country  to  the  stationers  ? 

Here  has  been- tlic  post  of  danger;  here  the  Banner  Troop'*  of 
civilization  and  republicanism  ; here  that  ^‘  covetous  eye  peeping  narrowly 
into  the  rich  and  boundless  unknown  wilderness,^’  that  eye  which  the 
Spanish  Don  said  “must  bo  put  out,”  the  keen  gaze  of  which  irritated 
and  alarmed  the  proud  Castilian  and  the  aboriginal  American.  But  let 
us  c{uote  the  good  authority  of  Governor  Blount  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
settlements. 

EXTENT  OP  CUMBERLAND  SETTLEMENTS. 

1792.  In  one  of  Governor  Blount’s  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  Afar,  he 
says:  “I  will  give  you  a description  of  Mero  District.  The  settlements 
extend  up  and  down  the  Cumberland  Biver,  from  east  to  west,  about 
eighty-five  miles,  and  the  extreme  width  from  north  to  south  does  not 
exceed  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  general  width  does  not  exceed  half  that 
distance;  and  not  only  the  country  stiiTOunding  the  extreme  frontier,  but 
the  interior  part,  (which  is  to  be  found  only  by  comparison  with  the  more 
exposed  part,)  is  covered  generally  vuth  thick  and  high  cane,  and  a 
heavy  growth  of  large  timber,  and  vfhere  there  happens  to  be  no  cane, 
with  thick  underwood,  which  afford  the  Indians  an  opportunity  of  lying 
days  and  weeks  in  any  and  every  part  of  the  district  in  wait  near  the 
houses,  and  of  doing  injuries  to  the  inhabitants,  when  they  themselves 
are  so  hid  or  secured  that  they  have  no-  apprehensions  of  injuries  being 
clone  in  return  ; and  they  escape  from  pursuit,  even  though  it  is  imme- 
diate. This  dhstrict  has  an  extreme  frontier  of  at  least  two  hundred 
miles.” 

FreelancTs  Station  was  less  than  a nnlc  from  the  Bluff,  the  French  Lick 
branch  intervening,  and  much  heavy  cane.  Eatuii’s  Station  was  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  distant  and  hedow  the  Bluff  two  miles,  being  at  the  first 
high  land.  The  forests  intercepted  the  view  of  the  one  fort  from  tlie 
other.  During  a iiumlier  of  years  the  small  improvements  that  were 
made  extended  but  four  or  five  mihs  from  these  stations.  And  thus  it 
is  easily  perceived  that  the  territory  occupied,  and  so  partially  occupied, 
was  very  limited  indeed;  and  including  Asher’s  and  Bledsoe’s  to  the  ea^t. 
and  ^luuldin’s  and  Sevier  > to  the  north  ol  tlie  Bluff,  they  were  all  within 
a.  radius  of  less  than  fort}'  miles. 
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Taking  tke  station  at  tlie  Bluff  or  Naskyille  as  our  stand-point,  and 
casting  our  eje  around,  we  see  where  there  are  or  liave  been  stations 
and  clear inr/s. 

Directly  to  the  north,  the  first  is  Freeland’s,  then  Denton’s. 

Kortli-west  i.s  another  Freeland’s  or  33osley’s,  then  tlie.two  Bobertf?ons’ 
and  Joslln’s. 

West  is  Cockrill’s,  Hodge’s,  Johnson’s,  Dunham’s. 

South-ioest,  Brown’s,  31ayfield’s,  Castleman’s,  (on  west  fork  of  3Iill 
Creek.) 

South,  Thompson’s. 

South-east,  Bains’,  Buchanan’s,  Caffrey’s;  Clover  Bottom:  Hays’, 
Donelson’s,  (Jackson’s.) 

East  of  Oumberland : Hickman’s,  Hays’,  Drake’s,  Bock  Castle  or 
General  Smith's,  Asher’s,  Bledsoe’s,  Greenfield’s,  II all’s,  Zeigler’s,  (Black- 
emore’s,  MclMurray’s,)  3Iansker’s,  (Donelson’s  again.) 

JVorth-east,  Aeelly’s. 

North-north-east,  Eaton’s,  Stump’s,  Bounceval’s. 

The  number  of  emigrants  who  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1780,  and  during  ' 
the  present  year,  was  such,  that  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  population 
of  the  District.  The  estimate  was  ‘‘about  seven  thousand.”  This 
included  men,  women,  and  children;  white  and  black.  The  number  of 
men  able  to  bear  arms  was  stated  to  be  little  under  one  thousand. 

The  strenath  of  the  southern  tribes  of  Indians,  fi'om  data  furnished 
by  Indian  agents,  was  “fifty  tliousand  men.”  The  Creeks  and  Chcro- 
kees  were  the  most  numerous  of  these  tribes.  (Vf e think  the  number 
of  wairriors  exaggerated.) 

In  many  respects  the  prospects  for  the  settlers  on  the  Cumberland 
seemed  bright  indeed,  and  cheering.  The  few'  surviving  stationers  con- 
cluded “ that  the  W'orst  was  past;”  tliey  encouraged  their  recently  arrived 
friends  in  the  belief  that  they  would  not  have  to  suffer  the  horrors  and 
cruelties  of  .savage  warfare,  as  others  had,  during  long  years  of  feeble- 
ness and  exposure.  And  yet  these  “old  citizen.s”  failed  not  to  advise 
their  friends  “ not  to  be  too  adventurous,  or  advcntiire-somg,”  as  is  the 
truly  expressive  word,  used  by  one  entitled  to  speak.  The  savages  were 
not  to  be  trusted ; they  knew  nothing  of  the  sentiment  of  real  love  for 
the  white  man ; and  the  machinations  of  the  Spaniards  were  deep,  mis- 
chievous, and  yet  operative. 

General  Bobert.son,  and  others  in  his  council  and  confiilence,  had  infor- 
mation as  to  the  aiujs  and  practices  of  the  Spanisli  ofiicers,  and  (’reck  and 
Cherokee  chiefs,  wliicli  kept  alive  the  spirit  of  watclifulness  and  di.^trust, 
though  the  feeling  generally  pervading  was,  that  little  danger  of  being 


<‘r,8 


t«,  r^otBin 


bila  TOO  aoiJrJe  arfisiui*!  ..  . 

»W.I  10  W«.fet4  m 

:,.. , -.Mit-;,  ,, 

«sil  . <wi5 

‘jnovi-rorfoa  owl.«<i»  o'-.-rf*  iwlton*;® 

ji  - PttJt 

Wf^  %}  itot  IVcS*7^ 

‘.  ■ 4'.."  , , (.e'{yv«JaiiX.)  »a’'^o%bftoa 

-:rfofeia)  a£  ,«' toteaO 

’,,  ■ (yimiri&i  ^morom^t 

^ .^y(UmW 

■ hiSH 

MoiifiUq'fq 

% r>ydmifa-&iif  ^0^  b$hdom 

' SmmdJ 

^ w«i^tik  rin.f>  mtrn  i^ifT  ^ 

-o^oHD'  han  fMjiO  »tft  t<f 

'■"  ' l^(y,chMi«oD  oI  _, 

.ma  mrtolifiis  'to 

l,»D-vl’nJ8  'Y^^l  ^ 

■ '•  fcrii  i«tWtiodt  tiAli 

.3l,(»1  V «»t  WW«  *«*»«*  ^i‘ !«»«*«►  W ,«*«»  ssWIb  So  »UaM> 

■ ..  <oaht.«  oJ  »08  "wMrffe  teA  .«W!!«r*»  t<u> 

*if1  si  ,*»  ".swo^iMltWHtba  w i'»<“ 

■M9W  SC’S*'/#*  sfiT^  JmijM  M l^0iim  aai^  \t  iioy  ,bibf  sii^tqxd  t'»il 
10?  s*4  I«i  \o  J.(»ra!io»»  sitrX89iyion>-08i  lo“ 

^iw  .<}»}>  naif  st««i«®q8''oili  ^ b'W  !J««  ^ 

JS8US&  fcfl*  :io  i%  tii  wife  ^qs^iiUw  ^oMo  a sAnsrfa 

* ' mAm  ' ' ■ ^-  , '' 


, } ■■  I'i 


340 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  T E D N E S S E E . 


shot  by  the  Indians  need  to  be  feared.  I^hc  chief  care  and  guardianship 
should  be  given  to  their  horses.  These,  the  Indians  icould  steal — tliey 
could  not  refrain  from  it^’ — and  in  the  accomplishment  of  these  thefts, 
they  vere  exceedingly  cunning  and  successful ; the}^  caught  them  in  the 
range/'  they  ur.harnessed  them  from  tlie  vagon  or  the  plough,  they  led 
them  array  from  tlie  stables;  and  tliis  when  the  owners  or  drivers  were 
at  but  a few  rods  distant.  They  could  tread  upon  dry  leaves  as  noise- 
lessly as  a cat,  and  were  carel'ul  not  to  break  a limb  or  turn  a branch  of  a 
bush  with  its  leaves'  out  of  its  natural  jwsiition.  Old  hunters  and  cau- 
tious spies  cultivated  to  tlic  utmost  aeuteness  their  own  eyes  and  ears. 
They  could  discover  the  mispkicemcnt  of  a bush  or  a leaf,  and  prudence 
recjuired  that  attention  sliould  he  given  to  such  proofs  of  man  or  animal 
. having  been  there.  Their  dogs  taught  them  much:  and  the  dogs  like- 
wise  became  astonishingly  wise  under  the  training  of  their  owners,  and 
from  observation  of  the  cautions  steps  and  listening  attitude  of  their 
masters.  The  pioneers  liad  “ troops,”  “large  packs  of  watchful  and 
faithful  dogs.”  “The  number  of  dogs  exceeded  the  number  of  people.” 
These  trusty  and  wakeful  guardians  often  gave  the  first  alarm  of  “In- 
dians about.”  Cattle  also  snufled  the  })rescnce  of  savages,  and  gave  signs, 
^ of  fear.  Next  to  the  dogs,  the  horses  seemed  to  have  the  onickest  eye, 
the  keenest  scent,  and  ears  pricked  up  to  catch  the  sound  of  step  or  brcatli- 
ing  of  living  creature  near  by.  4Vhen  a hunter  paused,  held  his  brcatli, 
and  listened,  tlie  dog  or  the  horse  would  do  the  same.  They  would 
squat  and  croucli  to  the  ground,  as  if  possessed  of  the  very  thoughts  of 
- th.eir  master,  or  awaiting  to  hear  or  see  the  foe  or  the  game. 

In  hundreds  of  instances  the  spies  and  hunters  gave  credit  to  their 
dogs  and  horses  for  tiuudy  alarm  and  safe  deliverance  from  the  insidious 
Indian.  They  took  great  jiride  in  telling  of  these  escapes,  and  in  prais- 
ing the  faithful  animal.  In  talking  of  these  events — whilst  thev  patted 
the  dog  on  the  head,  or  smoothed  down  the  mane  of  the  horse — it  seemed 
indisputable  that  the  listening,  devoted  creatures  actually  understood  tlie 
language,  and  appreciated  tlie  compliments.  We  regret  that  we  cannot 
rehearse  these  tales  as  the  Inmters  told  them.  At  each  station,  the  womoa 
had  some  most  imirvollous  story  of  this  kind,  and  these  made  up  a portion  of 
the  interesting  reminiscem-es  of  trawl  or  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  or 
of  passing  events.  The  early  settlers  never  complained  of  the  “troops 
of  dogs”  and  the  “ mnsic  ot  the  lioumis.”  They  were  tlie  plavmatos  of 
the  c-hildren,  the  coinpa.nlons  (»f  the  men,  tlie  gnanlians  of  all. 

In  this  year  the*  Indians  manifi‘sted  a desire  to  trade;  the}'  brought  in 
venison  and  skins  to  ('xchange  for  powder  and  load,  for  blankets,  stroud. 

/ and  calico,  fur  tomahawks,  beads,  and  vermilion. 
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Iq  tills  friendly  disposition  the  settlers  were  disposed  to  indulge  them. 
There  were  certain  Indians,  long  known  to  the  settlers,  in  whom  confidence 
could  bo  placed;  but  others  came,  always  with  the  iutruduciion,  “ IVhite 
man’s  friend  I”  who  needed  to  be  watched.  The  keen  eye  and  discern- 
ing mind  of  old  pioneers,  men  or  women,  would  detect  a treacherous  look 
or  gesture  of  these  ‘‘enemies  in  disguise.”  The  women  were  sometimes 
far  more  tvatchful  and  successful  in  detecting  than  the  men.  The  dogs 
could  scent  out  and  indicate  an  enemy  in  di.sguise.  Tlie  doeeltful  foe 
would  shrink  at  the  snuffing  and  scrutiny  of  the  faithful  friend  of  the 
white  man.  The  dog  would  notice  an  Indian’s  coiintouanee,  the  objects 
upon  which  he  gazed,  and  watch  him  at  every  step.  He  wouM  siaiid 
between  him  and  the  wdiite  person,  or  by  the  side  of  his  own  protectors  and 
proteges.  He  would  do  so,  to  guard  the  horse.  Invalualtle  to  the  early 
settlers  wms  the  faithful  cur  and  the  persevering  hound  1 Although  they 
discriminated,  they  never  became  entirely  friendly  to  the  Indians.  Those 
who  came  to  barter  were  warned  not  to  irritate  the  dogs. 

This  opportunity  for  trading  wms  made  use  of  by  some  of  the  savages 
to  steal  horses.  The  Indians — all  Indians — had  a pas.- ion  fur  horses. 
“ They  desired  them,  that  they  and  their  squaws  might  straddle,  and 
pack,  and  travel  upon  his  hack,  though  so  poor  that  every  bone  in  his 
body  might  be  counted.” 

Licenses  to  enter  and  trade  in  the  Indian  nations  had  been  granted  to 
various  persons.  Some  of  these  ‘‘Indian  traders”  proved  to  be  unworthy 
of  trust.  They  were  charged  by  the  Indians  with  fraud  in  trading,  they 
were  suspected  to  have  encouraged  the  thefts  of  liorses,  that  they  mijht 
share  in  the  profits  ’of  resale  to  the  Spanish  agents  or  in  tlie  barter  for 
skins  in  the  nation.  There  was  proof  that  some  of  the  traders  had 
grossly  cheated  the  Indians,  and  given  cause  of  oflenco.  Of  this  the 
savages  did  not  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  in  excuse  for  seme  ef  tln.ir 
own  acts.  The  law  of  compensation,  or  retaliation,  Ls  universal  among 
Indians. 

As  these  occurrences  were  producing  irritation,  ill-will,  ami  darmn^r. 
to  white  and  red  men,  amendments  to  the  License  Law'  were  sipugesiod, 
but  not  immediately  acted  on;  and  the  thefts  continued. 

The  new^  emigrants,  to  w'hom  the  horses  generally  Indouged,  were 
greatly  irritated  ; they  became  belligerent  and  anxiou.s  t<»  fiuht.  They 
had  never  endured  peril-sand  hardships  like  the  earlier  .settlers;  they 
had  not  fought  for  the  lands  they  were  about  to  po.sse5S  and  caltivate  ; they 
had  no  “hair-breadth  ’scapes’’  of  which  to  tell;  no  contests  with  or  vic- 
tories over  the  .savages  of  which  to  boast.  They  were  not  of  that  distin- 
guished class  of  which  Captain  Kains  spoke,  who  “ fit,  bled,  and  died.” 
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for  this  rich  country.  There  y'us  wanting-  in  their  experience  and  per- 
sonal history  the  most  interesting  chapter  of  incidents^  such  as  others 
took  pride  in  relating,  and  all  in  hearing. 

General  Kohertson  had  niiicli  dilhciilty  to  quiet  some  of  these  pugna- 
cious spirits.  He  assured  them  it  vras  wiser  to  endure  the  ills  they  suf- 
fered, than  rashly  aggravate  and  fiy  to  others  the}^  knew  not  of.  He  and 
the  older  settlers  had  endured  a thousand-fold  more  of  hardships,-  suuer- 
ings,  and  loss,  than  any  which  had  befallen  the  nev.dy  arrived : they 
advised  to  patience,  to  avoid  threatening  or  rashness;  that  they  were 
about  to  endanger  their  o’W'n  lives  and  the  peace  and  lives  of  others; 
they  would  aggravate  every  trord>le ; they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
traces,  defences,  and  lurking-places  of  the  Indians ; they  ought  not  to 
set  the  example  of  contempt  to  the  authorities,  to  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience of  the  earliest  stationers. 

With  such  arguments,  scarce  restrained  they  the  headstrong,  that  they 
had  not  rushed  furiously  into  conflict,  indiscriminately,  with  every  Indian. 

The  first  attempt  of  General  Washington  to  form  a treaty  with  the 
Creeks  was  a failure.  Exertions  were  renewed  through  sundry  persons, 
and  especially  by  the  embassy  of  Colonel  Willett.  By  these  attentions 
and  solicitations  the  domi!iant  chief,  hIcGillivray,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
travel  to  New  York,  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  administration. 
The  Government  had  furnished  ample  funds  for  the  travelling  expenses. 
This  politic  chief  determined  to  make  an  impression.  He  prepared  for 
a display;  taking  with  him  eight  and  twenty  of  the  principal  chiefs  and 
warriors,  armed,  painted,  and  plumed,  with  silver  bands  on  their  arms 
and  rings  in  their  noses,  with  blanket  and  breech-clout,  with  moccasin 
and  leggins,  and  tinkling  ornaments:  they  were,  indeed,  the  cyno- 
sure of  all  eyes.'' 

The  administration  had  been  advised  of  the  coming  of  the  chiefs, 
and  prepared  to  give  them  a hearty  welcome,  comfortable  accommoda- 
tions, and  liberal  entertainment.  31cGilIivray  was  highly  complimented, 
and  his  friendship  and  that  of  his  people  solicited  as  one  of  the  ‘^nations 
of  the  earth." 

The  TaminnuT/  Sonctg  — then  but  recently  organized — made  great 
preparations  in  Imliaii  dro-^e.s  ami  ornanient.s  for  this  occasion.  They 
came  out  with  all  their  “savage  paraphernalia,"  painted  and  dressed  as 
Indians,  with  hatchets,  war-clubs,  buws  and  arrows,  with  nodding  plumes 
of  horse-tails,  and  hip-land.-',  red  and  blue.  I'hoy,  doubtless,  thought 
themselves  worthy  of  the  envy  of  the  Si  mon-purrs'* 

The  Grand  Sarhrj/i  oi  the  lanimanitos  was  most  savagely  arrayed." 
He  -was  very  rude,  amd  nude  indeed,  lor — a sham. 


I'  ■ .5 

its  , ,.  ^ ":‘,i^ 

•fjq  hnjs  i3o4.>  iti  nsij'^rtT  ^ 

iMa  ,Uaobi>««'  > f Sf 

'^,Qj»j'hi‘«ri|  iiH  JU- illfl 


lo  ®fnoR  li^.t>((>  '’>J  Iwfcd  |jn<i><3O0' 

•iJi»!S'^X^4i  t'Jb.  »iiJ  #^I 

ban  «H  ^ ‘p  , 

-lySjyt^i  'lo  9W0  bk/f  i#aj!wi;M«4’^  « 

X»<b  :/l‘*j7i-r<a  ^ i4.i>Uii>syS-  l/fv?f  4yX%  ' ^ 

lUtf^  lAsIr  ;«^iJUjl'«t.'i  1S>  ot  fcoaJyfeA  v;^|| 

jT'"! 

.o-/l.t  ctftli^  si^Tsst^u  Mwt^w- . 

oJ  Joi?,  x^4,r|  ^4%  Imt 

buii  m'0b<t5w  £»di  ■'  f\  . ' 

, ’ . 'i  '■/■|-  -sf 

jriwl>«l  ?;ia7a  f ■ ' 

3aU  ^jivr  4 ,mo'i' i*nil‘-i  ii#T  v'  ■ 

,-fH(»m(l  «i&^  : ■’'' 

aaoiUnot^JS  "4:,  ; 

,*^4ftt»v72^  '*'j^lHr>'7,«?i ,,  M ^J0fli«1137dc)  'Oifr  ■ 

TOt  imj5qrrq'7l|:  ■ 

btT<^  ■•^iwda'-  Ifiqboiiq.Oi^  a/ilqaxb'  a 

Wim  %hdi  !}Q  ^hirnd  WT^  dbii  ,Ww  ,aic.m«w 


iu»m^m  dJiw  Mw  *ihd$  m $gm  3m  ■*. 

^„x»^  ^ j4rf.4Jv*swifm  i^mSiitij  bm  bm 

,[)5i,o«isuiqtjjoa  eiiv/'x^t-^^/'iWfAl?/  tocfll 

I^oiiiwr-»*'^4i>‘U)  .^ao  bm.^j^mHtMheut 

\ ..S&ra 

^bm-^r-hsss0mo, 

''^\hiritm».  4^  tenmO.  0^^?^ 

,.v.  .?•* : i,  =,  ®..«(iaCJ li™r“'  T .:  ,»  : ■ i. 


■"M 


HISTORY  0 F M I D HL  E TENNESSEE. 


343 


The  Creeks  received  these  attentions  with  stolid  indifference^  or 
with  the  grunl,  whieh^  wliether  it  signifies  little  or  much,  they  alone 
can  tell. 

The  result  was  the  treaty  of  August  ITth,  1790;  a treaty  unsatis- 
factory to  the  Creek  nation,  and  certainly  not  less  so  to  the  stationers 
on  the  Cumberland.  By  it  a large  territory  v'as  ceded — or  restored  ?” — 
to  the  Creeks ; presents  given  and  annuities  engaged.  By  a private 
article,  McGillivray  received  a hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  satislaction 
of  his  demands  for  losses  of  property.  This  treaty  gave  great  oSence  to 
the  people  of  "VYashington  District.  The  ‘‘  restoratioiD  of  an  extensive 
wilderness,  which  the  savages  needed  not — which  these  Indians  had 
never  dared  to  occupy — their  claim  to  which  they  had  parted  with,  by 
several  treaties,  for  considerations  paid  to  them,  and  in  the  execution  of 
vdiich  great  inconvenience  and  loss  must  ensue  to  white  settlers — this 
article  in  the  treaty  was  condemned,  and  the  administration  charged  Avitli 
ignorance,  partiality,  and  truckling — ignorance  or  contempt  of  former 
treaties — of  the  rights  of  purchase  and  settlement  — partiality  to  the 
India’is,  and  of  obsequiousness  to  Spanish,  French,  and  English  artifice 
and  flattery. 

A treaty  having  thus  been  made  with  the  Creeks,  the  Cherokees  were 
informed,  through  agents,  of  the  desire  or  willingness  to  hold  a treaty 
with  them.  3Iajor  King,  of  Knoxville,  was  commissioned  by  Governor 
Blount  to  visit  the  chiefs  of  that  nation,  inform  them  of  the  New  York 
treaty  with  the  Creeks,  and  urge  upon  them  the  duty  and  advaucages 
of  engaging  in  a treaty  for  permanent  peace  and  boundaries,  exchange  of 
prisoners,  and  compensation  for  property  stolen. 

The  Cherokees  were  then  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower,  or  Nortliern 
and  Southern  parties.  The  llanging-31aw  was  the  leader  of  the  North, 
and  Little  Turkey,  of  the  South, 

Upon  3Iajor  King’s  return,  he  reported  that  the  Indians  professed 
great  willingness  to  enter  into  a treaty,  and  that  they  should  come 
prepared  to  take  their  white  brethren  by  the  hand  and  smoke  the  pipe 
of  peace. 

Governor  Blount  had  been  made  acquainted  with  tlie  views  of  the 
Administration  in  contemplated  intercourse  with  the  Iiidia.ns;  “a  course 
of  forbearance  and  conciliation,’^  to  “wean  and  win’’  them  from  the 
Spaniards.  In  pursuing  this  line  of  conduct,  the  Governor  encountered 
many  difliculties — was  perplexed,  cmbarrasstol,  vexed  ; was  catoehizod, 
criticised,  and  chastised.  Closing  his  gubernatorial  term  after  un- 
wearied watchfulness  and  labor,  lie  roceivc'l  a highly  complimentary 
address  from  the  Legislature,  and  the  confirmation  and  eiihaneement  of 
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their  expressed  esteem  and  respect,  by  election  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

The  limits  which  we  have  proposed  to  observe  in  the  present  work, 
preclude  much  notice  of  transactions  in  East  Tennessee. 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  a line  was  nirreed  on,  which  allotted  to  the 
Chcrokees,  a.s  huntiim-grounds,  extensive  regions  of  hill  and  valley  lands, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Tennessee,  llolston,  and  French  Broad, 
to  mouth  of  Big  Pigeon,  and  around  to  the  southern  boundary  of  this 
State. 

Eight  or  nine  thousand  peoj)le  had  crossed  the  river  and  settled  upon 
lands  now  within  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Hawkins;  others  had 
crossed  the  French  Broad  ; and  yet  others,  not  a few,  were  settled  be- 
tween Clinch  Biver  and  (hunberland  Mountain.  All  of  these  were 
there  in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  (and  of  some  enactments 
of  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina,  in  1783.)  And  yet  they  were 
there  by  treaties  with  the  Indians,  and  by  connivance  and  sanction  of  the 
State. 

Henderson  and  others  had  maile  treaty  purchases  from  the  Indians  in 
1775,  of  the  terms  and  a'lvantagps  of  which  the  government  availed 
itself,  taking  the  ‘‘  lion’s  share. ’’  The  earliest  and  best  settlements  in 
the  State  had  been  made  upon  lands  thus  acc[uired. 

And  now,  here  were  other  and  extensive  settlements  and  valuable 
improvements,  made  under  purchases  and  treaties  of  similar  character. 
Henderson  was  a famous  treaty-maker,  and  took  the  initiative^  resulting 
in  the  peaceful  settlement  of  immense  and  invaluable  territory. 

John  Sevier  was  a much  greater  Indian-fighter,  and  not  inferior  as  a 
treaty-maker.  By  his  treaty  at  Dumpling  Creek  and  his  treaty  at 
Coyatee,  at  each  of  which,  considerations  were  paid  to  the  Cherokees, 
these  lands  were  granted  to  the  vhite  people  for  settlement  and  homes. 
At  the  Holston  treaty  the  grants  made  at  these  prior  treaties  were  con- 
firmed. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  had  issued  grants  to  her  citizens  to  settle 
upon  these  lands. 

Under  authorities  and  sanctions  of  this  character,  these  thousands  of 
hardy  and  industrious  farmers  had  gone  there;  were  busily  preparing 
their  homes  there.  They  displaced  no  In«lian,  they  seizfd  no  one’s  cabin 
or  field;  they  found  it  an  almost  ‘‘howlin'::  wilderness,”  and  they  hiL<t- 
ened  to  change  the  whole  face  of  nature  by  the  opening  of  farms  and 
building  of  houses.  But  now  those  Indians  complain  ; they  allege  that 
these  settlers  have  trespassed  upon  Indian  territory,  and  demand  their 
expulsion;  the  Government  of  the  United  bitates  listens  to  those  com- 
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plaints — instigated  in  great  measure  bjtlie.  Spaniards,  as  our  government 
had  good  reason  to  believe — and  resolves  that  these  pioneers  shall 
retreat;  that  there  shall  be  a reflux  in  the  wave  of  population ; that  the 
light  of  civilization  just  dawning  in  the  wilderness  shall  be  extin- 
guished; that  these  homes  shall  be  abandoned,  that  a few  savages  may 
perchance  cliase  a frightened  deer  across  them.  Driven  out  and  driven 
back  because  of  Spanish  fear,  jealousy,  and  hate  ! Will  these  quietly 
yield,  ignominiously  back  out  ? 

To  perform  some  of  these  unwelconie  services  was  the  new  Groverner 
called. 

It  is  recorded  that  ••Xorth  Carolina  and  Franklin’^  (General  Sevier’s 
new  State)  “paid  no  regard  to  treaties,  and  the  Cherokees  followed  their 
example;’^  and  yet  the  same  record  immediately  adds,  “the  Cherokees 
stole  horses  and  other  property,  and  exacted  payment  for  every  article 
they  restored  to  the  former  owners. Whereas,  in  all  the  treaties,  they 
had  agreed  to  make  complete  restitution  and  to  “ steal  no  more.^’ 

The  extreme  and  absurd  conclusion  of  some  political  casuists  of  that 
and  of  a subsequent  period  in  our  liistoiy,  was,  that  an  Indian  who  had 
his  birth-placg  in  the  leaves  of  a fallen  tree-top,  who  roved  naked 
through  the  forests,  and,  like  the  other  wild  animals,  slept  witliout  a cover- 
ing upon  the  ground,  had  such  right  of  sovereignty  and  soil  over  millions 
of  acres,  as  to  justify  him  in  excluding  civilized  men  from  the  enjoy- 
ment and  cultivation  of  one  acre.  Tlie  privilea-e  of  digging  roots  and 
eating  the  wild  berries  in  the  woods,  by  whicli  a miserable  savage 
miserably  sustained  a miserable  existence,  was  such  a right  and  prero- 
gative, that  the  Divine  injunction  to  clear  the  ground  and  cultivate  it 
must  be  repudiated.  This  v:as  the  fallacy  once.  We  admire  a delicate 
sensibility,  but  not  a sickly  sentimentality. 

The  great  formality  observed  in  some  of  the  negotiations  with  the 
Indians,  awakened  in  their  minds  the  most  absurd  ideas  of  right,  dignity, 
and  power.  Notwithstanding  the  thorn  in  the  flesh,  they  were  exalted 
beyond  measure.’’ 

The  principle  should  have  been  assumed  at  once,  that  not  only  the 
sovereignty,  but  the  eminent  domain  and  fee  siinple,  belonged  to  the 
State  or  the  United  States,  and  that  no  man,  whether  called  chief,  head- 
man, or  warrior,  or  without  the  arrogance  of  sudi  title,  with  or  without 
a breech-clout,  should  have  been  countenanced  in  his  pretensions  to 
princely  estates,  upon  which  he  wa.s  only  enabh.-d  occasionally  to  kill  a 
deer  or  turkey  for  the  sustenance  of  his  emaciated  body  ; proridal,  a 
.superior  race  of  being-s  furnished  him  the  instruments  for  so  doing.  He 
could  not  make  his  own  gun,  or  knife,  or  hatchet. 
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These  lands  were  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
as  acknovrlcdged  by  civilized  man;  they  were  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  as  recognized  by  recent  treaties  between  the  chief  powers 
of  earth.  These  thousands  of  peaceable  and  industrious  farmers  had 
entered  upon  the  land'^,  only  after  considerations  had  been  paid  to  the 
roving  savages  ^‘to  quiet  their  claim  of  title,”  and  purchase  their  good- 
will. They  had  received  grants  from  tlio  State  of  North  .Carolina,  to 
which  the  sovereignty ,and  domain  of  right  did  appertain;  they  asked 
the  privilege  to  stay  and  have  granted  unto  them  the  rights  of  preemption. 
They  were  willing  to  buy  again,  and  pay  a second  time.  They  insisted 
that  they  should  not  bo  violently  thrust  out  as  vrrGiifjdoers,  to  gratify  the 
vanity,  or  in  the  vain  hope  to  see  lire  the  friendship,  of  savages  who  vroiilu 
not,  and  could  not,  worthily  occupy  these  improvements.  They  believed 
the  measures  for  their  expulsion  resulted  from  the  artifices  and  inter- 
meddling of  a nation  whose  emissaries  were  among  these  savages  in  dero- 
gation of  right,  of  treaty,  and  the  comity  of  nations. 

Y/e  have  thus  presented,  in  condensed  form,  our  views  of  the  vexed 
questions  to  which  Governor  Glount  had  to  turn  his  attention  : questions 
more  learnedly  discu.ssed  in  these  log-stations,  than  by  cabinets  and  heads 
of  departments  elsewliere. 

There  was  one  ofishooc  of  advancing  civilization,  or  settlement,  which 
the  Governor  had  orda's  to  arrest  and  extirpate,  either  by  the  military 
power  of  the  government,  or  to  advise  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  that 
they  would  be  permitted  to  aecomplisli  it  “ in  their  own  way  this  was 
the  contemplated  settlement  of  the  rich  lands  in  the  Great  Bend  of  the 
Tennessee  and  around  the  Muscle  Shoals,  under  the  grant  of  three  mil- 
lions and  a half  of  acres  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  Tennessee  Land 
Company,  composed  of  Cux  and  his  associates,  of  which  we  have  already 
'-taken  some  notice. 

Influential  men,  and  personal  friends  of  Governor  Blount,  were  inte- 
rested, directly  or  indf recti//,  in  tills  large  grant  of  valuable  lauds.  The 
lands  in  Greene  and  Hawkins  counties,  entered  in  John  AriiLstrong’s 
entry-office,  amounted  also  to  tlie  largo  number  of  tliree  and  a half  mil- 
lions of  acres,  or  not  mueh  l<*ss.  Hero  were  formidable  interests  against 
which  the  iievr  Governor  wa.s  ealhsi  to  contend.  But  to  these  was  added 
Spanish  jealousy  and  intrigue. 

Spain  had  given  counttmanee,  bur  not  much  aid,  to  our  War  of  Inde- 
pendence. She  wished  us  i-ucee'"i,  that  thereby  the  greatness  of  England 
might  be  diminished.  But  she  lo.''t  nnt  sight  of  her  own  interests  at  any 
moment  of  her  ineffieumi  j-aiticipalion  in  the  struggle.  Neither  France 
nor  Spain  desired  to  see  the  State.s  of  the  Confederacy  grasping  territory 
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upon  tlie  western  waters;  and  they  expressed  opinions  quite  unfavorable 
to  the  boundaries  which  we  demanded  in  the  negotiations  for  peace  and 
independence. 

The  uneasiness  of  Spain,  arising  from  a view  of  the  extension  of  our 
western  settlements,  was  early  apprehended  by  our  government.  It  was 
well  understood  tliat  tlie  principles  of  the  two  govenimcnt.s  were  antago- 
nistic ; the  character,  sentiments,  pursuits,  and  habits  of  the  two  races  so 
distinct,  that  they  could  never  coalesce  and  prosper  in  union. 

Spaiji  exerted  herself  to  accomplish  three  or  four  objects  : First,  to 
prevent  these  w^estern  settlements;  second,  to  entice  the  settlers  wiihiii 
her  own  acknowledged  territory ; third,  to  destroy  them  by  savage  war- 
fare ; and  we  may  add,  fourthly,  to  alienate  and  separate  them  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States  east  of  the  mountains. 

^ ' ■ Beginning  in  the  year  1785,  the  American  Grovernment  has  continued 

negotiiitions,  or  souglit  to  negotiate  with  S]>ain  for  a more  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  boundaries,  and  for  the  establishment  of  amicable  relations 
upon  the  waiter  and  the  land.  Procrastination  is  the  especial  prerogative 
of  Spanish  diplomacy,  therefore  we  at  the  present  date  are  only  in  '^nedias 
res.  Five  years  more  of  tedious,  prevaricating,  and  vexatious  negotiations 
have  to  be  endured,  and  five  years  of  wearisome,  wasting,  and  vexatious 
warfare  by  the  Indians,  imbittered  and  sustained  by  agents  of  Spain. 

In  the  first  instance,  Spain  advised  that  we  should  accept  boundaries 
less  extensive  towards  the  west,  that  we  might  not  settle  here.  Bat  see- 
ing the  parties  of  emigrants  crossing  the  mountains,  selecting  homes  and 
erecting  stations  for  defence,  she,  in  the  next  place,  commenced  her 
operations  with  the  southern  Indians.  This  tampering  began  in  IT >4, 
or  immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  American  llevolution.  Tlmy 
had  the  hardihood  to  attempt  to  justify  some  of  their  offen.sive  practices. 

IVe  may  here  state  that,  by  the  treaty  of  1703,  Great  Britain  secured 
the  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,  in  its  whole  extent,  and  by  the 
treaty  of  1783,  acknowledging  American  Independence,  tran.sferred  this 
right  to  the  United  States;  and  that  it  was  svhscqucnt  to  this  cession  to 
our  government  (and  in  which  she  was  a participant)  that  Spain  received 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  from  England.  As  a conse- 
quence, our  right  to  the  navigation  wais  prior  to  the  posses^ion  by  Sprdn 
of  the  French  and  English  territories  named. 

And  yet  Spanish  posts  W'ore  pushed  up  the  river  above  the  tliirty-first 
degree  of  north  latitude,  (the  southern  treaty-btjiiudary  of  tlie  United 
States,)  and  the  Spanish  authorities  set  up  a claim  to  country  far  to  the 
north  of  that  degree.  This  pretence  of  right  they  ha.sod  upon  the  fact, 
that  Spanish  troops  had  taken  some  few  feeble  stations  from  the  BrirLsh 
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durinp:  tlie  PieTohitionary  War,  wliieli  places  were  within  our  boundaries. 
To  this  we  replied,  ‘W'ou  engaged  in  that  war  as  our  alhj^  to  aid  us  in 
securing  the  country  for  oursdcrs,  and  not  for  you,  or  for  France,  our 
better  ally  and  friend.  We  never  contemplated  a 2)ariitiofi,  nor  Vv-ill  we 
ever  agree  to  it.’^ 

Having  aerpaired  in  this  unwarranted  and  covert  mode  possession  of 
several  prominent  positions  upon  the  Mississippi,  her  artfuh  officers  en- 
deavored to  entice  the  early  western  settlers  to  desert  their  own  country 
and  their  new  homes,  and  accept  liberal  grants  from  Spain,  free  of  all 
charge,  with  a guaranty  of  tiie  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mi.ssissi[)pi.  Having  had  little  success  by  this  arti- 
fice, the  third  measure,  which,  indeed,  had  at  all  times  been  hinted  at, 
and  partially  in  operation,  was  to  ‘‘let  slip  the  dogs  of  war” — excite  the 
Indians  to  make  havoc  in  these  settlements;  “drive  them  either  back 
across  the  mountains,  down  into  our  swamps  and  dominion,”  or  “kill 
them  every  one.”  “ Drive  us  back,  or  to  the  devil !”  said  Captain 
Kains. 

Having  made  little  progress  towards  the  attainment  of  these  aims,  she 
closed  the  mouth  of  the  river.  She  denied  our  right  to  navigate  it  below 
the  thirty-first  degree,  and  even  proceeded  to  dispute  the  right  as  far  down 
as  that  degree  of  latitude,  although  the  territory  upon  the  east  side  was 
American  territory. 

We  may  understand  the  fi'ars,  the  objects,  the  policy,  and  conduct  of 
Spain,  disguised  as  far  as  it  was  possible  at  the  time,  but  fully  made  mani- 
fest in  the  end,  acknowledged,  indeed,  without  repentance,  and  with  little 
sense  of  shame.  This  v-'ill  he  shown  in  due  time. 

“'At  some  periods,  when  .-he  had  hopes  of  effecting  a separation,  her 
ofiicers  paid  the  most  flattvring  attention  to  our  leading  men,  and  granted 
commercial  privileges  which  mme  but  themselves  could  grant. 

“At  other  times,  when  that  hope  faltered,  hosts  of  savages  were  sent 
upon  our  frontiers,  supplied  with  all  the  munitions  of  war,  and  encouraged 
to  ‘bloody  murder.' 

“When  afraid  of  the  rumore<l  invasion  by  the  western  people,  they  re- 
commended to  the  Indians  peace  with  tlieir  neighbors,  the  Americans. 
But  as  soon  as  difficulties  appeared  less  formidable,  they  again  excited 
them  to  war  and  misehiel. 

“Sometimes  the  Kader<  of  our  unprot<‘Cted  settlers,  pretending  esteem 
for  their  officers,  and  a wi'h  to  be  under  their  government,  would  pro- 
cure an  abatement  of  the  hermr'^  r»f  war.  But  Uh<'rty  to  these  setthws 
was  of  more  value  than  all  the  bemffits  the  Spaniards  had  it  in  their 
power  to  bcatow.  And  though  leaders  might,  in  calamitous  times  and 
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circumstances,  think  proper  to  temporize,  tliey  never  could  entertain  the 
serious  wish  to  coalesce  with  them.  All  the  wealth  of  the  Spaniards 
could  not  helir  comparison  with  the  single  article  of  liberty.”* 

The  instructions  from  the  American  Government  to  all  her  officers  in 
the  South  was,  to  treat  the  Spaniards  with  politeness,  and  ‘‘  to  act  only  on 
the  defoxmee  toward  the  Indian.s,  for  (or  from)  fear  of  offending  tlie 
Spaniarvls,  who  had  unjustifiably  taken  them  under  their  protection.” 

The  patience  of  the  Administration  was  greatly  tried  by  all  these  aii- 
noyjinces  and  artful  practices  of  Spain.  The  patience  of  the  settlers  was 
worse  tried,  and  at  times  exhausted. 

The  forbearance  of  our  Government  at  that  day  was  the  first  instance 
exhibited,  and  with  happy  results,  of  the  political  apothegm,  “masterly 
inactivity.” 

The  Indians  occupied  territory  intermediate  the  Spanish  and  Ameri- 
can settlements.  The  Spaniards  had  the  ear  of  most  of  the  chiefs  and 
warriors;  had  long  practiced  “ the  giving  of  gifts;”'  had  traded  with 
them,  and  pledged  the  friendship  and  power  of  the  king  to  protect  them 
and  their  lands  against  the  encroachments  of  the  Americans.  Spaniards 
did  not  require  large  tracts  of  land  for  cultivation,  as  did  the  Americans. 
“'Indians  and  Spaniards  could  ride  the  same  pony,  and  the  Indian  on 
before;  but  Americans  would  always  be  first,  or,  if  they  got  on  behind, 
they  seized  the  reins,  and  managed  all.”  And  thus  both  Spaniards  and 
Indians  were  jealous  and  afraid  of  their  cZr.s7f>?y,  and  of  that  of  the 
Americans;  and  these  sentiments  made  them,  for  a time,  ‘‘wondrous  kind,” 
and  “ to  each  other  true.” 

The  policy  of  our  Government  was  to  make  them  “ love  us  more,  and 
each  other  less  ;”  “not  to  force  them  to  a closer  intimacy  and  iniion.” 

“ The  said  Hood’s”  quotation  is  apropos  here,  though  he  applied  it  to 
another  case:  “Heap  coals  of  fire  on  all  their  Iieads,  and  they’li  si.^on 
burn  up  with  vengeance  toward  each  other.” 

The  Spaniards  were,  in  every  view,  in  the  wrong.  Hut  the  impud,ent 
and  inexcusable  wrong  was  by  entering  American  territory,  estab limbing 
posts  at  the  Walnut  Hills  and  other  places  on  the  river,  with  the  iid'a- 
mous  aggravation  of  intermeddling  with  Indians  and  others  living  witliiu 
the  United  States.  Hut  more  of  this  elsewhere. 

We  will  show  most  clearly  the  overruling  rrovidence  in  all  these 
affairs. 

We  advance  to  the  fall  of  this  year,  and  quote  from  the  narrative  of 
John  Carr  in  the  South-Western  ^Monthly  : 


* Haywood. 
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^^Eenjamin  "WiHuinis  settled  about  two  miles  and  a half  from  whore 
Gallatin  now  stands,  near  where  James  House  now  resides.  The  Indians 
came  in  the  night,  killed  him,  his  wife,  and  children,  and  I belloTe  a 
negro  or  two.  One  boy  ran  up  the  chimney,  and  kept  concealed  until 
they  left.  'PliiUp,  the  negro,  is  still  living,  and  the  only  one  of  that 
family  who  escaped. 

■ ‘‘  Mr.  Samuel  Wilson  had  settled  about  one  mile  nortK-east  from  where 
Gallatin  is,  and  wais  out  the  morning  after  the  Indians  had  killed,  the 
Williams  fimily.  lie  had  not  heard  of  the  murder,  although  it  was.  not 
more  than  three  miles  oil.  lie  was  looking  for  his  stock  in  the  cane,  in 
the  direction  of  where  Williams’  family  had  been  killed.  He  heard 
some  one  riding  tov.mrd  him  in  the  cane.  lie  took  to  a tree,  and 
immediately  an  Indian  came  in  view,  on  horseback.  Being  a fine  marks- 
man, and  having  a nood  rife,  he  fired  and  killed  the  Indian.  He  then 
hallooed  at  the  top  of  his  voice  to  “surround  them,  hoys,  surround  them!" 
and  ran  for  home.  The  Indians  broke  and  ran  likewise. 

believe  it  was  in  this  year  the  Indians  killed  John  Edwards,  at  the 
place  where  Salem  meeting-house  novc  stands,  four  miles  north-west 
of  Gallatin.”"^' 


* We  liave  no  otlier  authority  for  murders  in  1700.  Mr.  Carr  lived  at  the  time 
in  the  viednity  of  Gallatin,  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  persons  kilie*!,  and 
his  memory  remarkably  correct. 
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CHAPTEE  XXI. 

1791. 

•In  FebriinTj  of  this  year,  President  IVa'diingion  signed  tlie  commission 
appointing  Robertson  a Major-General  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  3[ero,  in  the  territory  south  of  the  River  (3hio.  He  accepted 
the  commission,  vrhich  superseded  the  one  ho  had  for  some  years  held 
under  North  Carolina. 

The  office  of  District  Attorney  was  intrusted  to  Andrew  JaeJeson, 
'Esq^A 

During  the  past  year,  the  Creeks  seldom  came  to  the  settlements  to 
trade.  It  was  evident  that  the  treaty  of  New  York  vras  not  to  be  faith- 
fully observed.  That  a part  of  the  nation  denounced  it  as  scon  as  in- 
formed of  its  nature,  was  known  to  our  Government.  Tliat  tlic  opposi- 
tion party  was  encouraged,  if  not  organized,  under  Spanish  and  British 
influence,  there  were  some  reasons  to  suspect.  Additional  presents  and 
increased  annuities  vrore  given  to  some  of  the  chiefs,  to  increase  and 
confirm  their  friendship,  if  possible.  Our  enemies  were  close  observers 
of  these  measures ; and,  witliin  our  own  territories,  with  our  own  Indian 
population,  they  had  tlieir  traders  and  agents. 

A rived  to  ^IcGillivTay  had  appeared.  lie  was  impudent,  mean,  and 
crafty;  but  as  yet  without  any  high  military  rank,  or  high-sounding  title. 
He  was  regarded  as  “ the  imp  of  the  Britishers, among  the  southern 
Indians.  But  he  must  “do  some  fjrcat  tiling,^’  or  receive  some  magnilo- 
Cjuent  soubriquet,  else  he  could  not  rule  and  shine  among  the  Creeks. 

He  is  advised  “'to  travel;”  so  he  sails  for  England.  In  due  time,  he 
will  return. 


*Gov.  Blount  entertained  a very  favorable  opinion  of  “.Mr.  Jackson.”  In  a 
letter  to  Gen.  Robertson,  subsequent  to  this  date,  in  rcganl  to  infraetiMiis  of  tlio 
treaty  of  liolston  by  white  per>otis,  he  writes:  ‘-Let  the  District  Attorney,  Mr. 
.Jackson,  be  informed:  he  will  be  certain  to  do  his  duty,  and  the  offenders  will  be 
prosecuted.” 
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In  Ills  absence,  tlie  agents  of  iniscliief  were  at  work.  Tlie  influence 
and  power  of  McGiliivray  were  on  tlic  wane.  The  evidences  of  a hoi^tile 
spirit  were  on  the  increase,  jjetween  the  Creeks  and  the  Georgians,  the 
conflict  had  heguii“or  had  not  ceased.  And  past  experience  warned  the 
people  in  this  territory  that  the  vrarfare  would  not  be  confined  to  that 
region  or  people,  but  that  the  Chcrokees  would  be  inyolved  in  it,  and 
both  Creeks  and  Cherokces  would  make  invasions  of  the  feeble  and 
exposed  settlements  in  this  territory. 

The  Governor  having  had  the  Irieridly  conference  with  the  Chickasaws 
and  Choctaws  at  Nashville,  desired  to  assemble  the  Cherokees  also,  with 
a view  of  mutual  exjdanation,  and  the  hope  of  terminating  the  system  of 
irritation  and  roving  fi,)r  plunder,  which  so  often  and  so  surely  led  to 
murder. 

The  Governor’s  wishes  were  communicated,  through  several  friendly 
Indians,  to  the  chiefs  of  the  nation.  By  some  of  the  traders  he  sent 
talks  and  presents.  There  were  men  in  the  nation — red  and  white — 
who  were  “black-hearted  rascals.”  These,  whether  traders  with  licenses 
from  our  own  Government,  or  traders  and  agents  covertly  of  Spain  or 
England,  or  savages  who  thirsted  fur  blood,  having  heard  of  the  contem- 
plated conference,  set  themselves  busily  to  work  to  defeat  the  meeting. 

They  endeavored  to  dis.'Uade  all  the  chiefs,  head-men,  and  warriors, 
from  visiting  the  Governor,  and  from  holding  any  “'talk”  with  him. 
The  place  proposed  fur  the  meeting  was  Knoxville. 

The  enemies  of  the  conference  were  the  enemies  of  peace.  They 
industriously  circulated  a report  that  the  purpose  of  Governor  Blount  and 
the  advocates  of  the  meeting  was  to  a.<semhle  them  on  that  side  of  the 
river,  so  that  the  soldier.^i  ami  settlers  miglit  suddenly  fall  upon  and 
destroy  them,  And  even  if  the  Governor  and  some  other  good  and  reli- 
able white  men  might  be  dispused  to  treat  the  Indians  kindly,  and  do 
them  no  harm,  yet  the}'  cuuld  nut  restrain  all  others  from  taking  revenge 
for  injuries  which  had  been  done  to  the  settlements  there  and  upon  the 
Cumberland. 

Governor  Blount,  believing  that  many  of  the  traders  were,  at  least,  not 
acting  a friendly  part  for  the  Aim  ricans,  issued  a proclamation  revoking 
their  licenses  and  recalling  tln  in  Iroin  the  nation.  Some  h:istened  to 
“make  use  of  the  unrightcuu-’  m.ammon,”  before  they  left  the  natirtn. 
They  asserted  or  intimated  that  tlaw  were  recalled,  because  of  their 
friendship  for  the  Indian<,  ami  they  greatly  encouraged  belief  in  the 
rumor  of  evil  and  trcaicherims  (f  eigns  at  the  propused  treaty. 

To  counteract  the  nil.-cluef  likely  to  result  fruin  such  falsehoods,  it  was 
important  that  .'^ome  jansun  ol  character  should -promptly  visit  the  nation. 
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Who  shall  go  for  iis  ?”  was  again  the  question.  Governor  Blount 
answered  his  own  question:  “General  llobcrtson  minst  go.’"’  Others  said 
the  same  : “ General  Ilobertson  is  the  man.”  And  General  Robertson 
hastened  his  preparations  for  the  embassy,  and  was  ready  to  depart  on 
the  8th  of  June. 

In  July,  1777,  fourteen  years  prior  to  this  date,  he  had  undertaken  a 
similar  mission  into  this  Indian  country.  He  ivent  then  as  Ambassador 
from  Wataiigji,  or  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  lie  goes  now  as  the  Re- 
presentative of  the  Territory,  a large  portion  of  which  had  at  that  time 
never  been  visited  by  an  American,  but  which  Robertson  and  his  iissociates 
had  recently  honored  by  their  presence,  and  made  known  to  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth  as  a place  of  loveliness  and  distinction;  a place 
where  the  women  should  - be  praised  for-  beauty  and  virtue,  and  where 
the  men  should  be  distinguished  by  knowledge  and  power.  He  goes 
from  Nashville,  to  “ the  beloved  town,”  Chota. 

He  visited  the  nation  ; was  w'dcomed  by  the  chiefs,  many  of  W'hom 
became  acquainted  wdth  him  at  liis  former  visit.  Others  seemed  gratified 
at  the  opportunity  of  forming  his  acquaintance.  All  knew  him  by  repu- 
tation, as  the  head-man  of  the  Cumberland  settlements ; that  wmr  had 
been  waged  against  that  settlement,  and  that  his  own  life  had  been 
repeatedly  in  danger.  He  came,  as  “a  Brave:”  for  this  they  honored 
him.  He  came  as  a Friend  : for  this  they  welcomed  him.  He  came  as 
an  Honest  3Ian  : for  this  they  trusted  him. 

He  inquired  for  the  slanderers,  for  the  cheats,  for  the  mischief-makers. 
He  convinced  the  Indians  that  the  licenses  of  the  traders  had  been  re- 
called, because  they  W'ere  men  with  false  hearts  and  two  faces.  “ General 
Washington,  the  great  father  of  all  our  States  and  nations,  has  instructed 
Governor  Blount  to  see  that  the  Cherokees  are  not  cheated.  He  wishes 
his  red  children  to  improve  their  homes,  cultivate  lands,  have  cattle,  and 
live  quietly  by  the  side  of  the  white  people.  The  Cherokee  country  is 
all  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  you  must  not  open  your 
ear  to  the  w'ords  of  agents  from  other  countries.  England  and  Spain  and 
France  are  nations  a great  wmy  off — on  the  other  side  of  the  big  water. 
You  cannot  see  their  head-man  or  king:  your  principal  chiefs  can  go  and 
see  Wa.shington — he  is  the  red  man’s  friend;  Governor  Blount  is  your 
friend;  I am  your  friend.  None  of  you  shall  suffer  liarm  at  the  treaty 
or  by  the  way.  If  any  of  your  young  men  act  bad,  you  mu.st  punish  them. 
If  any  of  our  people  act  WTong,  we  will  punish  them.” 

By  his  proper  bearing,  intercourse,  and  a.ssiiranees,  the  purposes  of  his 
mission  w'cre  so  far  successful  that  the  Indians  agreed  to  attend  at  the 
place  appointed,  about  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Knoxville.  They 
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came  in  considerable  force.  Tlie  entertainment  was  liberal ; tbe  interviews 
friendly.  Tlie  result  was  the  Treaty  of  Ilolstoii,  of  July  2d,  1791. 

The  treaty  was  forwarded  to  the  President,  by  him  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  and  confirmed  Xovember  11th,  1791.  The  President  Issued  his 
proclamation  commanding  its  faithful  observance.  With  the  Cherokees 
there  seemed  now  reason  to  anticipate  peace  and  good  neighborhood. 
To  the  stationers  upon  the  Cumberland  the  prospects  were  cheering. 
They  hoped  the  Creeks  would  not  come  so  far  to  indulge  a mere  passi-^n 
for  robbery,  and  thirst  for  blood.  They  would  probably  be  influenced  to 
some  good  degree  by  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Cherokees,  and  by 
the  fact  that  they  could  not  easily  make  incursions  into  these  settlements 
without  such  expeditions  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Cherokees. 
The  stationers  in  fact  began  to  regard  the  Cherokees  as  in  positions  to 
serve  for  them  as  a cordon  militaire.  ^‘The  said  Hood”  was  not  of  this 
opinion:  ^‘Picketings  sharpened  at  each  end,  and  both  ends  pointing  this 
way,^'  said  he. 

The  hostile  spirit  of  the  Creeks  was,  however,  on  the  increase.  Their 
depredations  and  bloody  deed.s  were  rather  confined  to  Western  Virginia, 
some  few  places  in  Kentucky.  3Ir.  John  Farris  and  his  brother,  of 
Lincoln  county,  were  fired  on  by  a small  party  of  Creeks,  who  were  re- 
turning from  “a  horse-thieving  tour’^  into  Kentucky.  John  Farris  was 
wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  one  ball,  and  his  arm  broken  by  another. 

Horses  were  stolen  from  the  various  settlements  upon  the  Cumberland. 
These  losses  were  regarded  as  very  grievous,  and  the  owners  were  greatly 
irritated.  Some  were  of  the  impression  that  the  thieves  were  Cherokees, 
and  others  believed  the  Cherokce.s  received  and  secreted  stolen  horses. 
They  saw  no  distinction  between  Cherokees  and  Creeks:  they  were  all 
Indians,  living  in  the  same  region,  all  along  to  the  south  of  our  settle- 
ments. Creeks  were  intermarried  and  mixed  with  Cherokees  at  the 
towns  whence  the  thieves  and  murderers  came.  Several  influential 
Cherokees  were  avowedly  hostile.  The  excitement  among  the  settlers 
was  on  the  increase.  The  sentiment  of  Edmeston  was,  tliat  ‘‘None  of 
the  Indians  were  to  be  trusted — they  are  all  rascals ; none  of  them  can  get 
a lick  amiss.'' 

Information  had  been  received  of  the  celebration,  at  Lookout  and 
Chickamauga  towns,  ot  some  captures  made  in  Kentucky  and  at  other 
places.  The  Creeks  had  rctnrnod  there  and  held  a scalp  and  a war  dance. 
They  paraded  some  .scalps  taken  from  Cumberland  settlers.  These  event.s 
took  place  within  a tew  li  ivs  .alter  the  conclusion  and  signing  of  the 
treaty  at  Hulston.  Indoctl,  l.ef -re  the  conference  was  concluded,  iiifi.r- 
mation  was  received  that  the  Creeks  had  in  that  very  week  killed  the 
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family  of  Mr.  3Iiller,  upon  the  Rolling  Fork  of  Cuinherland.  In  this  one 
slaughter  were  Mr.  3Iiller,  his  v.'ife,  and  four  or  five  children.  J ohn  Thomp- 
son was  killed  wdien  working  in  his  corn-field,  a few  miles  south  of  Nashville. 
This  was  in  J une.  Within  the  present  limits  of  Davidson  and  Sumner 
counties,  thirteen  persons  were  killed  in  the  months  of  June  and  July. 

A most  savage  and  brutal  inhumanity  wms  manifested  in  many  of  these 
cases  of  murder.  They  had  repeatedly  cut  off  the  heads  of  their  victims, 
and  inflicted  many  ghastly  w’ouuds ; they  always  scalped  when  they  could, 
repjeatedly  inflicting  this  mark  of  dishonor  with  so  little  danger  to  life, 
that  in  these' settlements  there  w^ere  from  fifteen  to  twenty  persons  wRo 
for  years  survived  the  rude  and  bloody  treatment.  But  now  there  is  a 
savage  feeling  manifested  not  hitherto  indulged  : they  skin  the  entire 
head — they  abuse  and  expose  the  bodies  of  females  as  they  had  never 
done  before.  Whenever  they  captured  or  killed  a white  man  wTio  was 
known  to  be  a they  ^Nvreaked  vengeance  upon  him.^^  As  Judge 
Haywood  says,  they  ^‘chopped  him,^’  ^‘they  made  mince-mea.t  of  him,'’^ 
“wolf-bait.’’  Castleman  said,  “They  will  hack  you  with  hatchets,  riddle 
you  with  bullets,  and  stick  arrows  in  you,  till  you  look  and  feel  like  the 
^fretted  porcupine.’^’  This  old  hunter  and  quick-sighted  spy  would  talk 
in  this  style,  cheerfully  or  seriously,  of  the  perils  to  which  he  and  other 
adventurous  pioneers  exposed  themselves.  They  did  not  dread  extreme 
and  protracted  torture.  They  knew  the  Indians  would  not  spare  them 
as  prisoners;  they  would  certainly  kill  them,  and  this  by  many  wounds; 
therefore,  their  teaching  and  resolution  were,  “avoid  being  taken  alive, 
but  if  you  cannot  escape,  sell  your  life  dear;  make  them  pay  in  advance.’’ 

Torture  by  fire,  we  believe,  was  not  practiced:  we  have  found  only  two 
instances  reported.  But  the  very  savage  spirit  which  was  repeatedly 
indulged  upon  those  who  were  killed  this  year,  aroused  the  people  to 
insist  upon  more  efficient  measures  to  prevent  or  punish  the  depredators. 
“We  have  been  negotiating  for  peace.  The  Creeks  entered  into  solemn 
treaty  at  New  York,  and  the  Cherokees  at  Ilolston,  and  yet  not  a week 
has  passed  without  either  a robbery  or  a murder  at  some  place  within  the 
Territory  ! What  have  we  gained  by  American  Independence  i What 
by  our  transfer  from  an  appendage  of  Carolina  to  a Territory  of  the 
United  States?  What  good  lias  resulted  from  the  treaties,  and  from  all 
the  presents  thrown  away  upon  these  savages?  ‘Pearls  thrown  before 
swine,  who  have  only  turned  to  rend  us.’  ” Such  were  the  exclamations 
of  the  suffering  settlers,  uttered  in  grief  and  bitterness.  They  were  asked 
to  suffer  in  patience  I Officers  of  the  General  Government  were  some- 
times spoken  of  as  having  a jealous  03*0  more  constantl}'  and  koenh'  turned 
upon  their  fellow-citizens  than  upon  the  Indians.  They  were  frequently 
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warning  the  people  not  to  trespass  even  by  hunting  upon  Indian  terri- 
tory I The  restitution  to  the  savages  of  such  extensive  wild  woods  was 
a grief  and  vexation,  not  to  be  endured  in  patience  and  in  silence,  nor  at 
all.  By  this  very  recent  treaty,  July  2d — under  the  instructions  or  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  the  Administration — the  Ifullan  boundary  was  approached 
to  the  very  edge  of  the  Cumberland  settlements,  ‘-from  the  top  of  the 
Cumberland  Mountain,  direct  to  the  Cumberland  River  where  the 
Kentucky  Road  crosses,  down  said  river  to  the  ridge  which  divides  the 
Cumberland  from  Duck  River,  ycoVy  whYcs  aZ/oi'c  Xashville.  . . Thence 

by  a south-west  line  to  mouth  of  Duck  River.'’ 

This  treaty  was  made  under  power  reserved  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  States,  as  such,  could  no  longer  exercise  the  ‘^treaty-making 
power.’’  The  Territory  could  less  pretend  to  any  such  prerogative.  But 
‘‘it  matters  not  by  whom  or  what  authority  treaties  were  made,  they 
exercised  little  restraint  upon  lawless  spirits they  insured  not  perfect 
friendship  or  peace.  Among  both  red  and  white  men,  it  must  be 
admitted,  there  were  turbulent  spirits — men  of  violent  passions,  who 
would  not  yield  to  arguments,  and  regarded  with  indifference  the  gentle 
persuasives  to  peace. 

“They  had  a contempt  for  all  cowards  !”  This  was  the  speecli  uttered 
by  some  white  men,  and  echoed  by  some  of  the  red  men  ; and,  as  is  often 
the  case,  such  are  the  persons  to  provoke  difficulties,  by  which  better 
men  may  sometimes  be  involved,  and  the  braggarts  ‘‘shuffle  out  of  harm’s 
way.”  “Sneaks  like  to  see  brave  men  tight.”  Here  were  men  who  were 
“open-mouthed”  and  bitter  in  tlieir  denunciations  of  the  Administration  ; 
talking  loudly  of  its  im}>ecility  at  home,  and  of  its  obsequiousness  to 
foreign  nations,  and  dread  of  Indian  tribes  within  its  own  borders.  And 
yet,  when  the  country  called  for  soldiers,  some  of  these  bravado  orators 
could  never  meet  that  call  but  by  hired  substitutes.’’  They  were,  how- 
ever, few  in  number.  AVe  know  whereof  we  affirm. 

We  acknowledge  that  the  causes  for  discontent,  real  and  apparent, 
were  many.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  many  prudent  and  really 
brave  men  were  much  excited,  and  ready  to  go  at  a moment’s  notice 
where  duty  called,  or  an  enemy  could  be  punished.  Many  had  lost 
relatives  and  friends  or  property — they  had  wrongs  to  avenge,  but  pre- 
ferred to  do  it  under  the  sanction  of  authority. 

The  interference  of  Spain  and  England  with  savages  within  our  own 
boundaries,  was,  indeed,  im'ulting  and  mischievous;  an  infringement  of 
national  rights,  in  violation  of  treaties,  contrary  to  international  law — a 
gross  indignity.  Such  conduct  would  not  be  endured  now,  “ no,  not  for 
an  hour.” 
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But  we  must  remember  that  the  governmeut  was  but  recently  organ- 
ized ; was  then  examining  its  powers — only  beginning  to  understand  and 
put  them  forth. 

Forbearance  is  an  excellent  virtue  at  all  times.  It  was  the  grace  of 
wisdom  then.  I\’^e  were  the  advocates  of  new  principles,  new  theories, 
and  a novel  experiment.  The  sovereignty  of  the  people  here  was 
to  startle  the  sovereignty  of  people  and  of  rulers  “ by  Divine  right’"  in 
other  lands. 

IVashington  was  wise  and  patient.  lie  foresaw  the  day,  not  distant, 
when  other  nations  might  become  our  debtors  in  a long  account  of 
patience.  The  views  of  President  Washington,  which  entirely  disap- 
proved all  acts  of  retaliation  upon  the  Indians,  and  all  hostile  incursions 
into  their  country,  were  communicated  to  Governor  Blount,  and  through 
him  to  the  officers  of  the  territory.  • 

The  Governor  earnestly  besought  General  Ptobertson  to  use  his  influ- 
ence with  his  fellow-citizens  on  the  Cumberland,  that  the  wishes  of  the 
President  might  be  respected. 

Doubtless,  some  of  the  intricacies  and  perplexities  of  the  negotiations 
with  Spain  were  suggested  to  the  Governor,  and  to  General  Robertson. 
They  were  to  observe  the  treaty,  conciliate  the  Indians,  not  even  “ rail  at 
the  Spaniards;’^  withdraw  the  Indians  from  the  Spaniards,  and  attach 
them  to  the  United  States. 

General  Robertson  w*as  directed  to  hold  “talks”  with  them;  make 
presents  as  he  should  judge  advantageous ; supply  them^Tith  provisions, 
powder,  and  lead.  His  accounts,  sustained  by  proper  vouchers,  would 
be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

General  Robertson  endeavored  faithfully  to  carry  out  these  instruc- 
tions. But  he  had  to  encounter  strong  opposition  from  neighbors  and 
friends. 

The  “pacific  policy”  was,  by  some,  most  fiercely  condemned  a.s  “the 
counsel  of  the  foolish  sliepherd  to  his  unarmed  sheep,  when  the  wolves 
were  devouring  them — a fat  wether,  an  old  ewe,  and  a few  small  lambs  : 
These  will  satisfy  their  thirst  for  blood.  If  they  wa.ste  the  wool  in 
reaching  the  flesh,  do  not  bleat;  the  trajys  are  set;  we’ll  catch  them 
by  and  by.” 

Indeed,  it  is  not  strange  that  there  were  few  among  the  settlers  who 
could  understand  and  approve  this  policy;  and  it  was  no  difficult  task  to 
produce  a strong  prejudice  against  it;  and,  cons<‘<juently,  some  di.strust 
of  the  ability  and  friendship  of  the  Administration  for  the.'^e  outposts  ami 
persecuted  settlers. 

They  said  the  policy  could  emanate  only  from  por.'^ons  at  a distance. 
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and  unacquainted  witli  tlic  exigencies  of  tlic  occasion,  \vlio  had  no  con- 
ception of  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  who  indeed  seemed  deter- 
mined not  to  believe  the  half  that  was  told  of  Indian  outrages.  The 
opinion  of  General  Knox,  Secretary  of  Yffar — that  “ the  whites  were 
almost  invariably  the  aggressors,  and  the  Indians  the  injured  party” — was 
supposed  by  many  to  be  the  sentiment  also  of  Washington.  The  know- 
ledge of  this  sentiment  was  not  withheld  from  the  Indians  and  Spaniards. 
It  was  calculated  greatly  to  countenance  and  encourage  these  parties, 
and  to  irritate  or  dishearten  the  settlers. 

They  had  never  known  the  quiet  protection  of  a strong  paternal 
governmeDt,  and  now  the  strong  arm  of  the  ‘^regular  army”  was  to  be 
used  to  thrust  American  citizens — whole  families — thousands  of  worthy 
people,  from  homes  they  had  selected  in  the  wilderness.  The  population 
upon  the  Cumberland  was  too  limited  in  numbers  (if  there  had  been 
any  disposition  to  do  so)  to  have  attempted  settlements  south  or  west  of 
the  recent  treaty  limits ; but  they  sympathized  with  their  friends  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mountain,  who  were  disturbed  by  the  Indians  and  re- 
proved by  the  Government. 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  the  Creeks  who  resided  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  were  very  properly  taken  under  the 
protection  of  our  Government.  The  Spaniards  had  the  consummate  folly 
to  make  this  a matter  of  complaint.  In  diplomatic  correspondence,  it 
was  alleged  as  suflicicnt  cause  of  displeasure  to  Ills  Catholic  Majesty. 
And  how  or  why?  Because  Spain,  in  some  earlier  treaty  with  the 
Creeks,  had  guaranteed  to  them  the  protection  of  Spain  ! This  was 
characteristic  of  the  insidious  policy  of  that  Government.  Upon  the 
very  close  of  the  great  treaty  by  which  England,  France,  Holland, 
Spain — the  principal  powers  of  earth — recognized  the  introduction  of 
the  United  States  into  the  *•  family  of  nations,”  this  Spanish  Government, 
well  knowing  the  territorial  limits  and  the  denationalized  state  of  these 
savages,  in  the  year  I7S4  enters  into  a solemn  treaty,  the  main  purpose 
of  which  was  to  encourage  tliem  to  tlie  indulgence  of  much  arrogance 
and  pride,  and  to  set  at  detianeg  the  proper  authority  of  the  Government 
in  which  they  lived. 

The  theory  and  practice  of  jirofeeforates  have  undergone  much  discus- 
sion and  improvement  since  that  day.  And  so  in  regard  to  treaties  of 
purchase  and  cession  of  territory.  We  have  had  occasion  to  mention 
several  treaties  which  were  made  between  private  citizen:^  and  S(>calle<l 
chiefs,  head-men,  and  warrii»rs  of  Indian  tribes.  The  States,  and  tinally 
the  General  Government,  overruled  or  revise<l  these  transactions,  seized 
and  confiscated  the  territory  so  ac<[uired,  claiming  that  the  rights  and 
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benefits  of  sucli  private  treaties  should  inure  to  the  State.  This  was 
well  enough.  But  we  cannot  avoid  the  opinion  that  in  these  treaties  the 
one  party  was  no  more  pragmatic  than  the  other ; and  that  the  rights 
of  private  citizens,  (white  men,)  in  possession  of  these  lands,  were  more 
entitled  to  respect  than  any  rights  of  savage  nomads,  (red  men.) 

But  we  arc  willing  to  leave  this  suggestion  to  political  casuists,  and 
turn  our  attention  again  to  treaties  entered  into  by  “ high  contracting- 
parties” — the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  Ocon-es-to-ta,  Big- 
Paunch  or  Hanging- 31aw,  the  Mad-dog,  and  other  dogs. 

Perhaps  it  was  no  more  than  ^hn  duty  bound;”  but  it  was  the  plea- 
sure and  the  effort  of  the  Federal  officers  of  the  territory,  and  of  tlie 
^Hulking  friends”  of  the  Admiiiistration  or.  of  tlie  new  Constitution,  to 
inculcate  the-  opinion  or  awaken  the  hope  that  there  would  be  found  far 
more  dignity  and  weight  in  a treaty  formed  by  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  than  could  attach  to  or  result  from  one  in  which  only  a 
single  State  participated.  They  seemed  to  expect  that  some  marvellous 
•WDiider-working  virtue  would  go  forth  from  a treaty  thus  sanctioned,  which 
should  heal  all  the  infirmities  and  exorcise  all  the  demons  in  all  the 
bodies  of  all  the  Creeks  and  all  the  Cherokees.  fut  these  parchments 
were  not  composed  of  leaves  from  the  tree  sanctified  to  “ the  healing  of 
the  nations.” 

There  were  treaties  of  limits  and  boundaries,  but  still  there  were  tres- 
passes. There  were  treaties  of  amity  and  peace,  and  yet  there  was  no 
end  to  the  depredations  and  the  murders. 

President  'Washington  promptly  sought  for  information  as  to  the  causes 
of  these  protracted  wars.  His  earnest  wish  was  to  discover,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, remove  the  grounds  of  offence.  He  well  knew  tliat  Indian  warfare 
was  savage,  cruel,  remorseless.  He  knew  it  had  been  prosecuted  here 
for — “ lo,  these  many  years.”  He  desires  to  put  an  end  to  it.  He  seeks 
for  information  through  the  Indian  agencies.  He  learns  that  the 
boundary  lines  in  the  State  of  Georgia  are  not  to  be  run.  Tlie  Com- 
missioners on  behalf  of  the  Government  were  ready,  Init  the  hostile 
party  threatened  a forcible  resistance.  The  Treaty  of  Xew  York  is  openly 
denounced.  The  power  and  influence  of  Mct.lillivray  had  to  yield  for 
the  present  to  this  opposition.  Ilis  rival  had  been  abroad,  had  visited 
England,  enriched  himself  with  goods  and  a doidjh  title,  and  now  prc>- 
claims  himsell  Oe neral  Uoivles,  Director  of  the  Aj^atrs  oj  the  Creek- 
Nation!’'  The  travelled  monkey  I 

He  boldly  unnounces  that  ho  is  clothed  with  full  authority  from  the 
British  Government  to  conclude  a treaty  fur  the  Creek  Nation.  He 
would  engage  for  a revocation  of  their  treaty  with  the  United  States; 
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their  lauds  should  be  restored  ; the  lines  should  not  be  run.  He  iise<I 
‘‘great  swelling  words;’'  he  was  the  embodiment  of  power  to  do  all  these 
thing's  ! He  made  liberal  distribution  of  goods,  and  was  attracting  much 
attention,  and  increasing  the  hostile  feelings  of  the  nation.  He  de- 
nounced McGillivray — or  everywhere  declared  that  he  had  been  im.- 
poscd  upon,  cheated,  if  not  bribed,  at  the  Treaty  of  New  York.  On  the 
2(3th  October  he  addressed  a letter  to  the  (jnited  States  Commissioners 
who  were  in  waiting  at  Kocklanding  ; and,  with  impudence  like  that  he  had 
shown  among  the  Cherokees,  hr  is  ready  to  form  a treaty  with  the  United 
States,  but  tlie  former  one  should  not  be  executed;  and  concludes  with 
an  array  of  all  his  titles,  ^'Grnrral  and  Director G 

McGillivray  and  some  of  the  friendly  chiefs  insisted  that  Bowles  had 
never  been  chosen  a chief  by  the  nation.  The  Commissioners  asserted 
that  he  must  be  an  impostor,  a liar.  Bowles  said  that  McGillivray  had 
deceived  the  nation  ; but  others  suspected  that  he  was  the  one  attempt- 
ing to  practice  a gross  imposition. 

It  was,  indeed,  believed  j'pain  had  gone  this  length  in  her  intermeddling 
with  Indian  affairs ; l)ut  “ tb.e  American  Commissioners  discouraged  the 
idea  that  Bowles  ha^l  assurances  of  support  from  the  Government  of 
England."  An  incredulous  set  were  they. 

That  Bowles  luid  received  some  encouragement  from  a high  source  we 
cannot  wholly  discredit.  The  British  tiovernment  was  certainly  en- 
couraging the  northern  Indians  to  war  against  us.  Posts  were  withheld, 
which  by  treaty  should  have  been  given  up  ; and  the  information  of  a 
contemplated  league  between  northern  and  southern  Indians  to  make  war 
against  the  United  States,  traced  it  to  British  counsels.  If  they  would 
do  the  greater,  why  not  the  less  ? 

The  Administration  was  concerned  at  the  complication  of  Indian  wars. 
The  complicity  of  England  and  Spain  was  becoming  more  evident  and 
troublesome.  The  l»enctirs  whicli  luid  been  expected  to  result  from  the 
interviews  and  engagements  with  Mc(3illivrav,  seemed  now'  to  have  van- 
ished. His  faithfulness  and  I'riendship  were  distrusted  by  many. 

The  Government  was  preparimj-  an  expedition  against  the  northern 
Indians.  The  exftosed  and  siitfering  people  here,  complained  a little  that 
their  situation  w'as  imt  tinderstood,  or  was  disregarded  by  the  Administra- 
tion. Thev  insisted  that  there  was  as  hostile  feeling  rankling  in  the  bosom 
of  the  southern  Indiati,  as  in  the  northern.  There  were  evidences  of 
this  one  sentiment  bein'.r  rapidly  on  the  increa.se,  in  both  sections.  Em- 
issaries pas.sed  from  one  ((uart('r  to  the  other,  and  measures  seemed  to  be 
contemplated  for  a general  Indian  war. 

The  aim  and  counsel  of  Washington  was,  by  no  means  to  aggravate 
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the  present  difficulties  on  either  hand : do  nothing  which  would  enable 
England  or  Spain  to  draw  the  Ind.ians  into  closer  intimacy ; no  act  of 
which  either  of  those  Governments  could  avail  itself  to  our  prejudice. 

He  wislied'the  settlements  in  Kentucky  and  on  the  Cumberland  to 
become  peaceful,  neutral  ground,  and  yet  a barrier  to  intercourse  between 
the  savages  north  and  south.  Persons  of  turbulent  disposition  must  not 
go  from  the  settlements  into  the  nations.  All  voluntary  military  expedi- 
tions against  tliem  must  be  broken  up. 

The  friendship  of  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  must  be  carefully 
preserved  and  strengthened.  These  two  tribes,  although  so  removed 
from  contact  and  intercourse  with  any  of  the  then  American  settlements, 
had  continued  friendly.  . The  Chickasaws  alone  were  in  contact  by  treaty 
boundaries  with  our  settlements,  and  they  were  much  exposed  to  incur- 
sions and  annoyance  from  the  tribes  who  were  unfriendly,  and  to  the 
efforts  of  Spanish  emissaries  to  turn  them  from  us. 

The  Shawnees  were  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
east  of  the  Ohio ; between  them  and  the  Chickasaws  there  was  enmity 
which  originated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  was  cultivated  and 
increased  by  conflicts  in  the  buffalo-paths  and  chase  of  game  near  the 
Cumberland  or  Shawnee  River,  and  made  traditional  and  perpetual  by 
the  naval  or  canoe  fight”  upon  the  waters  of  that  river,  and  the  expul- 
sion of  the  Shawnees  from  the  southern  country. 

The  Shawnees  were  more  friendly  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
than  with  the  Chickasaws,  and  yet  the  usual  route  for  intercourse  be- 
tween these  remote  tribes,  whether  by  land  or  water,  was  through  the 
Chickasaw  country.  The  IViendship  which  the  latter  tribe  maintained 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  secured  to  them  the  hatred  of  other 
tribes  and  the  unkind  machinations  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  warlike  feeling  was  now  predominant  in  all  the  Indian  nations, 
and,  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  England  and  Spain,  was  chiefly 
directed  against  the  Western  and  South-western  settlements  in  the  United 
States.  - 

A coalition  was  evidently  suggested  and  discussed  between  tribes  living 
many  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  who  were  to  be  supplied  with  implements 
of  war  by  sovereigns  whose  provinces  were  conterminous  to  ours. 

The  project  was  presented  to  the  Adrninistrat’on  to  afford  tlie  Indian 
warriors  an  opportunity  to  indulge  this  their  ambition — to  offset  the  ene- 
mies’ scheme.  Why  should  we  not  turn  these  same  weapons  against 
the  instigators  ? 

The  Government  was  preparing  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  in 
the  Territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  to  be  under  the  comman<l  of  Gen- 
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oral  St.  Clair.  The  scheme  proposed  vras,  to  offer  inducements  to  the 
southern  Indians  to  join  tlie  American  army.  “To  set  Indians  to  fight 
Indians;"  “'Greek  to  meet  Greek."  “Dog  eat  dog,"  said  Kains,  when 
he  saw  two  “rascals"  figliting. 

If  they  chose  to  fight  each  other,  well,  if  fight  they  would,  and  they 
seemed  intent  upon  war  somewhere  and  with  somebody.  If  the  southern 
tribes  could  be  persuaded  to  unite  with  the  regular  army' of  the  United 
States,  so  much  the  better.  Such  were  the  suggestions  to  the  Adminis- 
tration. The  humanity  of  tliis  measure  was  condemned  by  at  least  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet.  Others  contended  for  the  right  and 
propriety,  and  usage  of  nations,  to  seek  or  accept  of  allies.  And  as  the 
Indians  were  ready  to  be  used  as  instruments  of  wrong  and  cruelty,  in 
the  hands  of  our  professed  friends,  but  insidious  foes,  it  was  our  privi- 
lege to  wrest,  if  possible,  such  weapons  from  their  hands,  and  turn  them 
against  the  primary  wrong-doers,  or  make  them  to  “hack  each  other." 
If  war  is  justifiable,  we  see  not  why  the  wisdom  and  morality  of  such  a 
course  should  be  condemned ; why  more  than  to  set  dogs  and  wolves  to 
fight  and  kill  each  other,  that  thereby  both  may  be  prevented  from  failing 
upon  and  devouring  the  sheep.  Their  teeth  were  whetted  for  the  car- 
nage: make  them  to  “ gnaw  their  tongues  for  anger,"  and  to  bite  and 
devour  one  another. 

The  Creeks  and  Cherokees  were  committed  against  us.  Spanish  craft 
outran  American  policy.  Tecumseh  and  the  Prophet,  backed  by  gifts 
and  promises,  tempted  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  to  war  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  their  expulsion  and  ultimate  ruin.  But  the  steps  and  pro- 
cess were  marked  with  sufiering  and  blood. 

Consultations  were  held  with  Piomingo,  the  Mountain-Leader,  or  prin- 
cipal chief  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  about  sending  some  warriors  to  join 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  norrli  of  the  Ohio.  He  was  informed 
that  orders  had  been  received  from  the  War  Department  to  enlist  soldiers 
in  this  Territory,  to  bo  marched  to  Fort  Washington  or  Cincinnati,  and 
that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Department  to  have  a company  of  Chick- 
asaws  marched  to  the  same  pi.unt,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  United 
States  troops.  They  should  receive  the  same  rations  and  pay  as  others 
in  the  service.  Piomingo  engaged  to  eommand  a company  of  forty  or 
fifty  Chickasaw  braves,  to  act  as  spies  or  render  other  service.  He  came 
with  them  to  the  residence  of  General  Robertson,  where  they  were  more 
fully  equipped,  commanded,  and  instructed.  Thence  they  marched  to 
join  General  t?t.  (hair. 

The  call  uj)on  the  people  of  this  exposed  Territory  to  volunteer  for 
such  a distant  service,  did  not  meet  with  any  enthusiastic  response. 
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Strange  it  seemed,  that  settlements  so  feeble  and  so  oppressed,  now  suf- 
fering, and  threatened  with  greater  sufTering,  should  be  called  upon  to 
send  volunteers  hundreds  of  miles  to  assist  the  ‘‘  Kegular  Arni}-^'  against 
a distant  tribe  of  Indians,  and  at  the  same  time  be  forbidden  to  chastise 
an  enemy  upon  their  own  immediate  borders,  who  had  been  engaged  for 
near  a dozen  years  in  robbery  and  murder  of  this  people  ! As  might 
have  been  anticipated,  there  were  but  a few  volunteers  for  such  A service. 
Through  the  persuasions  of  Governor  Blount  and  General  Sevier,  a small 
force  was  organized  and  marched.  General  llobertson  raised  no  com- 
pany here,  but  as  Chickasaws  agreed  to  go  and  were  needed  as  spies,  he 
promised  to  furnish  some  ammunition  and  other  articles  to  those  at  home, 
for  defence  against  their  and  our  common  enemies.  They  should  not 
be  neulected  during  ‘The  Leader’s'  absence.”  Piomingo  must  have  dis- 
covered  such  neglect  of  watchfulness,  or  want  of  discipline  in  the  Amer- 
ican army,  as  to  give  him  and  his  w'arriors  a disgust  with  the  association 
or  alliance,  for  on  the  3d  of  November,  onh'  the  day  before  the  unfortu- 
nate battle,  he  and  his  few  men  withdrew,  and  were  not  in  that  sad  defeat 
and  bloody  slaughter. 

It  is  true,  he  had  received  intelligence  that  his  country  was  threatened 
with  an  invasion,  and  he  had  already,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Amer- 
ican commander,  sent  off  twenty  of  his  men,  to  hasten  home  for  defence 
of  their  own  families  and  nation. 

The  disastrous  defeat  of  St.  Clair  occurred  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber. He  was  completely  routed,  leaving  six  hundred  shun,  abandoning 
cannon  and  most  of  his  baggage.  It  was  a sad,  sad  affair.  It  ureatlv  en- 
coiiraged  the  warlike  party  North  and  South.  The  anxiety  of  the  govern- 
menl,  and  of  the  settlers,  w'as  increased  a thousand-fold. 

Now  it  was  seen  that  the  efforts  for  a Northern  and  Southern  coalition 
would  be  vigorously  urged.  If  possible,  it  must  be  prevented,  or  its  effi- 
ciency counteracted.  The  General  Government  now  began  to  perceive 
more  clearly  the  gathering  storm-clouds. 

This  unfortunate  affair  was  well  calculated  to  give  the  Indians  an  extra- 
vagant opinion  of  their  prowess..  They  had  destroyed  the  regular  army 
of  the  United  States,  commanded  by  a distinguished  general  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Hitherto  Indians  had  been  afraid  of  the  ‘‘big  guns,”  but  now 
they  had  captured  the  wlnde  park  of  artillery  of  the  north-westeni  army. 
With  all  their  preparations  and  equipments,  the  whites  were  defeated, 
artillerymen,  foot,  and  dragoons.  If  they  could  destroy  such  an  army  as 
that,  what  might  they  not  do  with  the  scattered  settlements  and  their 
badly  equipped  militia? 

These  thoughts  and  questions  were  readily  presented,  and  secined 
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likely  now  to  obtain  such  replies  as  would  favor  the  hostile  parties,  and 
the  “ grand  coalition.’’  The  conduct  of  the  xlmericaus  (as  viewed  by 
some)  was  not  calculated  to  inspire  dread  or  respect.  Upon  this  recent 
battle-field  the  x^niericans  were  disgraced,  the  prestige  of  the  regular 
army  lost.  So  the  Indians  and  some  of  their  advisers  thought,  or  wished 
to  have  it  believed.  The  same  counsellors  and  warriors  now  talked  of  the 
stationers  with  much  contempt,  real  or  feigned.  They  have,  for  years, 
submitted  to  be  robbed  and  murdered,  and  this  they  must  have  endured 
either  from  want  of  pluck  or  waiit  of  strength,  and  now  they  can  be 
destroyed !” 

At  the  Conference  of  Nashville,  and  Treaty  of  Holston,  tlie  Indians  had 
learned  much  of  the  condition  and  resources  of  the  settlements.  They 
had  reconnoitred  some  of  the  strong-holds.  They  knew  how  greatly 
exposed  to  attack  were  these  pioneer  settlers. 

Why  not  now  combine.  North  and  South,  and,  with  ample  supplies 
promised,  or  to  be  obtained  from  British  and  Spanish  agents,  ‘‘wage  an 
exterminating  warfare  upon  these  Virginians  ? The  great  King  of 
the  Spains  has  promised  a restoration  of  our  hunting-grounds.  4Ve 
can  regain  them,  and  expel  these  American  intrudei’s.” 

Many  of  the  Indians  lent  a willing  ear  to  these  suggestions;  they 
believed  it  could  bo  done ; that  the  settlers  had  wronged  them — defrauded 
them;  and  so  greatly  wronged  them  as  to  enlist  the  sympathy  and  aid  of 
such  powerful  and  diii interested  nations  in  their  behalf.  Now  they  must 
join  the  league — the  confederacy.  They  prepared  for  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war  against  the  United  States. 

They  are  a doomed  race,”  said  General  Robertson  to  General  Sevier. 
Captain  Rains  used  his  own  peculiar  phraseology  to  denounce  Spaniards 
and  Indians. 

At  the  July  session  of  the  County  Court  of  Davidson  county,  1791, 
“John  Rains  is  fined  jice  shiUinf/s,  paper  money,  for  profane  swearing,” 
which  sum  he  promptly  paid,  au'i  it  appears  in  the  treasury  accounts  of 
the  State. 

General  Robertson  used  to  make  excuses  for  “the  ouf>ipohen  blunders 
of  Rains:  he  would  call  “a  spade,  a spade!”  With  him,  Indians, 
whether  dirty  or  painted,  were  “red  rascals;”  and  Spaniards,  “doifd 
rascals!”  And  on  this  occasion  he  told  the  court,  “You  may  fine  me, 
and  confine  me;  I have  no  compliments' to  pay  any  raseah,  whether 
Indian,  Spaniard,  or  dutt  black-hearted  one,”  (allinling  to  a personal 
eneni}’.)  “A  spade’s  a spade;  a dog  is  a dog!”  and  tlien  “he  let  out." 

This  blunt  saying  originated  with  Aristophanes,  who  lived  in  the  titlh 
century  before  Christ.  It  is  (pioted  by  Scaliger  and  others.  Scaliger 


\ 


'^1 


uJS 


m 


, ' s 


p 


y.  ‘ . .•  CEi 

tut«  ,09(i^*Lfi<t  ©rUeorf  3<iJ  wr*\  thm,  oi  ^biU 

yd  b&vfob  .mi;r>maiA  ed^  ^4  boa^“  »rfj 

^nsm  ^ii^i4  rtoq'i  ■ joiyqmr^  7b  Of  5offl  MW  (3am 

telw^^t  odJ  OJtJ  ,i>W  mw'mrJ-A  &d$ 

k)ii^w  TO  4rf^jiOiiMa5»hfcji  Tbi0  V iw«  «w4#ibfll  1*^  J90i  xmia 
itdi  "Uj  vH>it  niymay  .I)^79ib4  i^YSid  at 

^ffitiov  rtok  ,kpaf^tioii  Jwm  Siv 

b^}wbtt3  drills  »iiij  b bf>a  tfi><fdior  i)4JJimdif« 

oJ  tiiso  x»drw4a  boM  'b;4iwjw'  <w# 

b®T^c»Tfa»& 

saiiibifl  mb'  .ttoiidoB 

T .MUiatMotmz  &df'  % mifmm'  b «#■  .^fbJA'fbiioD',  &di  -lo  idxiim • bonrisof 
TFoiS  itmii  \3AH-  lm3?oa.fm97 

89llqq»«  ofqfixfl  tbiif  ,b<5#,di»ofe  t<*W 

©V/  .ftboi/oi’^-^ullilirtl  TI?Of*b>  RKfiA)OT®i<?W  A 0lfi 

,;-.  ■;■  -'.tiythDiiai  £»6^ot  f7ft'> 

^©rfi  ' fW&08S^tf«t  oailt  ::4tt4ba%, 

i>©bf/iii^yb-^0i'>d7  bo^wm^  had  { y i0l)  fM  blooa 

lo  fob  foff*.'^d[^iM|(ax«  odl  ylsp^^^ai  hm  jiflaifi 

tHvia  i&fif  vaVL  tmAt  # |i3KfcTf''W  "-ima 

-isTulofirfo  fl®qo  na  to%  foo^Teqw^ 

,.:,r  .jj,p.-,  .V.-  , :^'  y^'  ' 

.TorfdS  finLii'/O"  0* 

*dbi<«tf^q€  ooutfottofo  oJ  if^oioyKii^itl  ai^o  isM-fo^  nbtqBO 


: ^.4 


S I-5,' 


W'."' 


ortisb^iq  T#  fo^ • «■  mikA^adaV^^ 


% fcjHwoooA  edi  m 4i'  &d  mm  ioMw 

ST^foaoli  #ettOv^«o  ^M}*  ^ 1^  m»h^oA  i^maO  ^- 

.mfilbitl  ,mid  d^^U^  '^i'^h^^l^  ^ ^ 1o 

b'aob*^  fofld  boT**  a*<iow  ra  thib  t^di&dw 

,»«!  6wa  \tism'  o'dt'  b'M  "'«d"  ^if|f W'h^A 

v,4Hdv  ai^mibaa 

limotn^  a o|;>  j,^aifetir)  *7o 

'^,^«•A■•yi' 


jd^8  mb  ,Sf^oteiJ*7<iaebA^JiF 

Xd  imaO  otoW 


::Mm 


HISTORY  OF  .MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


365 


ascribes  it  to  Philip  of  5Jaceclon.  The  entire  phrase  is  in  Latin  : ''Ficum 
voco  ficum,  et  Ugoncm,  ligoncm."  “ I call  a fi^,  a fig;  a spade,  a spade/^ 

Pleasures  were  adopted  this  year  to  ascertain  the  population  of  Mero 
District.  The  returns  made  the  whole  amount  to  seven  thousand  and 
fiortij-tico. 

It  becomes  us  to  know  something  of  the  Indian  nation  commonly  called 
jShaicucsc,  or  Shaicanese.  The  earliest  authority  to  which  we  can  refer 
is  De  Latt.  His  work  in  Latin,  Nonis  Grins,  or  description  of  the 
West  Indians,  was  published  at  xVntwerp,  in  1633.  De  Laet  calls  them 
Sawanos,  and  their  language  was  pronounced  Saw-wan-noo.  They  evi- 
dently came  from  the  far  south  into  Florida,  into  Georgia,  across  the 
Tennessee  to  the  Cumberland,  at  each  remoye  indicating  their  presence 
by  their  name  affixed  in  the  traditions  of  the  country  to  some  river  or  na- 
tural feature  of  the  country  traversed : Savanna,  Savannehas,  Sawana, 
Sewanne,  and  the  like. 

A branch  of  the  nation  passed  on  to  Piqued,  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Piqiia  on  the  Scioto,  north  of  the  Ohio,  and  was 
absorbed  by  the  north-western  tribes,  or  finally  reunited  with  another 
portion  of  the  original  nation,  which  having  been  for  a time  a.ssociated 
with  Creeks  or  3Iuscogees,  came  to  the  Tennessee  above  the  Muscle 
Shoals.  Thence  they  were  driven  by  the  Chickasaws,  and  for  a time 
settled  on  the  Sewanee,  or  Cumberland  River,  leaving  tumeli  and  walls 
where  they  rested  long  enough  to  establish  a town,  or  erect  such  earth  or 
stone-work  for  defences. 

The  Chickasaws  attacked  them  in  their  Cumberland  settlements,  and 
drove  them  across  the  Mississippi  and  tlie  Ohio.  At  Shawnee  town  they 
had  their  principal  settlement  east  of  the  Ohio,  whence  parties  annually 
recrossed  the  river  to  hunt  in  the  groat  park  between  the  Ohio  and  Cum- 
berland, and  Tennessee. 

At  the  time  of  the  white  settlements  on  Cumberland,  1780.  some  of 
the  Shawnees  were  settled  at  Lance  de  Grace,  or  New  Madrid,  under 
^ Spanish  protection. 

Bartram  and  other  writers  say  these  Shawnees  were  taken  as  prisoners 
into  Kentucky,  and  thence  permitted  to  pass  over  the  Mississippi.  It  is 
by  the  same  authority  stated  that  the  “Sawanees”  once  possessed  extensive 
territory,  extending  from  the  Kentucky  River  .snuth-we.stward  to  the  5Iis- 
si.ssippi;  that  the  iJebtwarcpi,  or  Leni-Lenaps,  were  united  with  the 
two  branches  of  Sawanos,  and  occupied  extensive  hunting-grounds  below 
the  junction  ot‘ the  Ohio  and  the  Mi.ssi.ssippi. 

They  had  been  in  the  habit  of  crossing  the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio, 
to  hunt  in  the  vast  prairies,  or  barrens  and  forests,  between  the  Ohio 
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and  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee.  And  thus  we  find  tlie  Delawares  camping 
on  Indian  Creek,  (as  we  have  stated,)  a few  miles  soiitli  of  Xashville.  in 
1780,  the  very  first  year  of  white  settlements  here.  And  a few  years 
later  we  see  them  engaged  in  forming  the  Northern  and  Southern  Con- 
federacy, and  in  making  war  upon  their  old  enemies,  the  Chickasaws. 

Having,  in  their  migrations,  passed  over  so  much  of  the  continent, 
been  in  alliance  or  at  war  w'ith  so  many  tribes,  they  had  acquired  the 
language,  or  dialects,  of  various  tribes  and  nations,  and  were  thus  better 
qualified  to  negotiate  betv, 'cen  distant  nations,  North  and  South. 

Both  of  these  tribes,  Sawanees  and  Leni-Lenaps,  were  subjected  and 
absorbed  by  the  Five  Nations.  The  Confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations 
consisted  of  Mohawks,  Senecas,  Tuscaroras  or  Onondagos,  (as  the  three 
older  tribes,)  and  of  Cayugas  and  Oneidas,  (as  the  younger.)  The  Dela- 
wares, or,  as  they  called  themselves,  Leni-Lenapes,  {original 
exerted  great  influence  over  many  other  tribes,  especially  of  the  North- 
west. 

None  but  the  Delawares  and  the  Five  Nations  could  call  a general 
council.  Wyandots  and  llurons  might  call  subordinate  councils.  Through 
the  cunning  policy  of  the  Five  Nations,  (who  have  been  called  the  ^'Indian 
politicians,’^ ) the  Delawares  were  involved  in  the  League  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  claimed  authority  to  sell  lands  to  the  whites.  They  urired 
the  Confederacy  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Indians.  Thev  were 
the  first  to  come,  camp  near,  and  spy  the  whites  on  the  Cumberland;  per- 
haps active  agents  in  the  warfare  waged  against  them,  and  in  this  attempted 
coalition.  Thank  God,  they  failed — failed  in  every  way,  and  faded  away. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

1792. 

We  mean  not  to  be  charged  with  plagiarism  by  using  the  language  of 
Judge  Haywood  as  introductory  to  the  chapter  of  1792,  when  we  say, 
this  year  was  distinguished  some  ordinary  and  some  extraordinary 
events/^  Ordinary  events  are  such  as  occur  to  common  observation  and 
daily  experience ; extraordinary,  such  as  are  aside  or  beyond  the  usual 
line  of  order.  Wars  and  rumors  of  war,  however  startling,  were  not 
acts  or  topics  altogether  novel  to  the  stationers  and  farmers  on  the  Cum- 
berland. However  frequently  they  had  been  aroused  or  painfully 
afflicted,  their  frequency  had  not  engendered  indifierence.  They  could 
not  say,  ‘^^Tis  naught,  Tis  naught  1’'  There  were  men  here  who  some- 
times ^Uedked  hoastfidlf/”  and  endeavored  to  “laugh  to  scorn’^  those 
who  spoke  of  dangers  from  au  Indian  war.  These,  however,  are  not 
known  as  having  entitled  themselves  to  be  enrolled  among  “safe  counsel- 
lors or  brave  soldiers.”  There  is  virtue  in  silence  like  unto  the  very 
excellency  of  wisdom;  and,  in  charity  to  the  reputation  of  some  who  are 
long  since  dead,  we  will  ourselves  practice  this  estimable  grace,  and  record 
not  how  they  “ lived,  to  fight  some  othir  day.”  Our  summary  for  the 
year  is,  “ alarm,  perplexity,  havoc.” 

Omitting  any  enumeration  of  the  many  murders  of  the  settlers  in 
East  Tennessee,  (or  Washington  District,)  we  may  give  the  aggregate  of 
the  killed  in  Hero  as  sh:t^ ; the  wounded,  many;  captives,  a few;  and 
the  loss  or  destruction  of  property,  very  great. 

By  reference  to  the  map,  the  reader  will  be  surprised  to  find  so  small 
a territory  now  partially  occupied  by  the  settlers.  In  the  spring  of  1780, 
with  numbers  less  than  lour  hundred,  (counting  every  soul,)  a few  settle- 
ments and  stations  were  commenced  at  the  extreme  positions  indicated 
upon  our  sketch  of  the  country.  And  now,  after  twelve  ycar'^  of  con- 
test, toil,  and  endurance,  they  have  extended  only  in  one  direction  differ- 
ent and  farther_^than  then;  that  was  into  Tennessee  county  upon  the 
Red  River,  at  Maulding’s  and  vicinity.  The  number  of  improvements 
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•\\-ithiii  the  original  distances  and  adjacent  to  the  earliest  stations,  was  of 
course  increased.  The  population  is  now  over  seven  thousand,  and  it  is 
unquestionably  true  they  had  -‘room  and  verge  enougli,”  and  needed  not 
to  go  “to  the  region.s  beyond.”  A territory  that  supports  its  hundreds 
of  thousands  now,  and  can  nourish  richly  its  million,  was  no  insignificant 
possession  for  that  day  and  people.  But  they  were  a representative  class. 
Each  one  considered  himself  very  much  like  Ilobinson  Crusoe, 

‘•Monarch  of  all  he  surveyed.''' 

And,  therefore,  as  the  Kentucky  line  had  been  run  on  the  east,  and  the 
broad  river  Tennessee  was  a natural  boundary  most  suitable,  to  the  west, 
they  came  very  readily  to  the  conclusion  that  an  all-wise  and  kind 
Providence  had  called  them  here  to  homes  for  themselves,  and  to  a rich 
inheritance  for  their  posterity.  They  had  come  in  to  possess  this  goodly 
land.  They  found  it  the  great  park  for  wild  beasts,  and  not  the  home 
of  human  beings.  That  God,  to  whom  of  right  the  forests  and  the 
prairies  and  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  cattle  belonged,  had 
kept  it  an  open  and  inviting  field  for  civilized  man.  The  heathen  irere 
not  here,  but  upon  the  other  side  of  that  long,  broad,  natural  boundary, 
the  big  Tennessee;  and  now  if  they  come  here,  “the  children  of  Israel 
must  drive  them  out.”  And  they  resolved  to  do  it;  but  so  great  a 
domain  and  so  rich,  was  not  to  be  acquired  and  improved  without  a 
contest.  We  have  seen  “the  beginning,”  but  not  “the  end.”  The 
fierceness  and  bitterness  of  the  strife  is  now  to  be  felt  and  tasted.  The 
serond  war  is  to  be  waged  : its  records,  as  of  all  wars,  are  stained  with 
blood  and  scandalized  by  savage  cruelty. 

In  the  chapter  of  tbe  prcccaling  year,  we  have  shown  that  the  acts  of 
hostility  by  the  Creck.s  were  continued  acts  of  war  and  violations  of 
solemn  treaties ; but  now  it  bec*omes  our  duty  to  show  how  these  were  on 
the  increase,  and  tliis  by  a more  defiant  and  open  avowal  and  declaration. 
War  is  to  be  proclaimed  boldly,  and  prosecuted  with  rage. 

In  the  outrages  of  the  past  year  the  Chevokc.es  denied  participation  : in 
the  earlier  part  of  this  year,  the  Creeks  doubtless  were  the  chief  actors. 
The  malign  infiuence  of  foreign  emissaries,  dona  et  arma  ferentes,  acting 
upon  the  Indian  love  of  crafty  warfare,  had  so  far  urged  forward  the 
preparations  by  the  hostile  portion  of  the  Creeks,  that  the  few  consistent 
advocates  of  the  trtaity  of  Nh:w  \ ork  could  not  now  induce  them  to  lay 
aside  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife. 

The  power  of  McGiHivray  was  greatly  diminished  : he  sat  in  the  shade 
of  the  great  “Biroctor,”  but  not  content  to  act  a subordinate  part.  He 
could  not  deny  that  ho  had  “feathered  his  nest”  when  the  treaty  was 
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made;  and  tlie  news  began  to  leak  out  and  run  abroad  that  there  was  a 
private  article  added  to  the  New  Vork  treaty,  by  which  he  had  received 
the  good  round  sum  of  one  iLundrexi  thoumnd  dollars  and  the  rank  of  a 
^Major-General The  result  of  this  discontent  among  the  treaty  chiefs 
and  warriors  was,  our  Indian  Department  had  to  increase  the  gifts  and 
annuities  to  the  others.  The  lire  has  already  burned  as  of  a long  time: 
its  sweep,  its  fury,  and  destruction  are  on  the  increase.  ^‘The  end  is  not 
by  and  by.” 

January  2d..  In  a letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  General  Ilobertsoa, 
lie  says:  “I  am  glad  to  learn  the  good  treatment  you  gave  the  Creek 
chief.  ....  I have  heard  that  the  Little  Turke}  chief  has  sent 
you  a very  friendly  letter,  and  begs  a supply  of  powder  and  lead ; these 
things  are  trifles  and  had  better  be  spared,  if  they  can,  than  refused. 
But  they  are  too  much  for  an  individual  to  give,  therefore  you  ought  to 
keep  an  account  of  all  such  expenditures.” 

The  visit  of  this  Creek  chief  had  something  of  mystery  about  it.  Of 
course  he  came  with  professions  of  friendsliip,  and  he  was  politely  re- 
ceived and  hospitably  entertained  by  General  Bobertson.  But  his 
presence  attracted  attention,  and  awakened  some  suspicion.  As  an  act 
of  policy  and  prudence,  the  people  were  advised  to  attend  to  their  usual 
avocations  without  any  distraction  or  notice  of  his  presence;  while,  as  a 
matter  of  etiquette  and  espionage,  Jonathan  Bobertson  accompanied  the 
chief  very  politely  and  observingly.  If  Bobertson  acted  so  well  his  part 
as  not  to  allow  the  chief  to  detect  the  secret  purpose  of  his  companion- 
ship, the  Chief  conducted  himself  Vvith  so  much  propriety  as  not  to 
utter  a word  or  do  an  act  to  which  exception  could  be  taken.  He  came 
with  professions  of  friendship  to  the  settlers,  wms  hospitably  entertained, 
and  departed  as  he  came — a spy.  This  was  Cot-ea-toy. 

About  the  same  time  several  Cherokees  (whether  head-men  or  not  we 
cannot  discover)  came  into  the  settlements;  they  likewise  called  upon 
General  Bobertson.  They  asked  very  respectfully  “to  be  permitted  to 
kill  some  game  as  they  passed  over  the  white  man’s  lands,"  and  thus 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  spying  out  the  strength  and  position  of  the 
settlers.  These  visits  of  Cherokees  and  of  the  Creek  cliief  were  made 
with  sinister  purposes. 

Governor  Blount  had  been  practiced  upon  very  artfully  and  veiw  suc- 
cessfully in  several  instances  ; and  we  shall  show,  by  extracts  from  his 
letters  to  General  Bobertson,  that  he  continued  to  place  contidence  in  the 
professions  and  treaties.  General  Sevier  said,  “The  Governor  is  tex) 
confiding;  lie  hopes  against  hope.”  The  character  of  Watts  wa.>  such  as 
to  have  caused  distrust  of  bis  sincerity;  and  the  same  might  properly  be  j 
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said  of  other  chiefs  who  were  so  iutiDiately  associated  with  him.  At  this 
period  Governor  Blount  writes  to  G eneral  Robertson  thus  : January  bth. 

. . . . Watts  has  sent  me  a and  a string  of  U'hite  beads. 

I believe  he  is  in  earnest/'  etc. 

Tlie  Governor  had  a strange  fancy  in  furnishing  ^Griiies/'  and  “accept- 
ing of  trifles."  “Powder  and  lead"  were  the  trifles,  the  bestowal  of 
which  upon  the  Indians  he  commended  ; and,  in  return,  the  chiefs  sent 
peace-talks  and  strijigs  of  white  beads.  The  Crcneral  Government  had 
done  the  same,  and  urged  its  own  authoritative  example  to  the  observance 
of  others.  Therefore  we  have  710  censure  to  bestow.  We  cannot  detract 
from  the  merits  of  Vra.-hington,  and  we  would  not  set  down  aught  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  Territorial  Governor. 

He  seemed  to  yield  to  the  sentiment  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the 
Administration  was  doing  for  these  remote  settlements  “'some  great  thing 
whereof  they  should  bo  glad"  and  very  thankful  ‘ inasmuch  as  a small 
troop  of  cavalry  wa.s  sent  across  the  mountains,  to  do  notliing  else  than 
march  through  and  around  the  settlements,  and  then  come  in  and  be 
Cjimrtered  upon  them.  In  his  letter  of  early  dcite  in  January  this  year, 
after  some  remarks  about  the  supply  of  arms,  he  adds,  “The  cavalr}'  must 
find  their  own  rations  and  forage,  for  which  they  will  bo  paid." 

Orders  were  issued  by  General  Robertson  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  in  the  three  Counties  of  Davidson,  Sumner,  and  Tennessee.  The 
command  of  the  General  over  the  militia  of  the  district  did  not,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  Grovernor’s  orders  to  Tlajor  Shai-pe,  authoritatively  and  at 
all  times  include  that  troop  of  cavalry.  Sharpe’s  was  a somewhat  inde- 
pendent Government  force.  The  IMajor  was  directed  to  act  in  concert 
ivith  the  nulitia  of  the  county  in  which  duty  might  require  him  with  his 
troop  to  be  found.  The  militia  were  distributed  by  General  Robertson 
at  the  various  stations  in  such  numbers  as  could  be  afforded.  A force  of 
five  hundred  men  wa.s  reserved,  and  to  be  exempt  from  these  special 
local  duties  at  the  stations,  but  subject  to  the  “moment’s  call  for  any 
emergency."  Colonel  Elijah  Robertson  was  in  command  of  this  body  of 
minute-men;  Colonels  Tlansker  and  Winchester  were  subordinate  officers. 
A separate  command  was  given  to  General  Robertson’s  favorite  ranger, 
Captain  Rains;  he  was  stationed  at  his  own  house,  about  two  miles  south 
of  Xash\ulle,  and  near  to  Ruchanan’s  Station.  He  had  two  men  always 
armed,  and  could  call  six  or  eight  by  the  blast  of  his  horn,  and  they  were 
of  that  class  of  men  who  “ were  sure  to  come." 

One  of  the  earlii'>t  demonstrations  of  hostility  upon  these  settlements 
this  year,  was  at  the  extreme  north-west,  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 
near  the  site  of  the  collinated  town  of  Clarksville. 
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Upon  one  of  the  small  hills  at  the  junction  of  Keel  ami  Cumberland 
Kivers,  there  had  been  settled  for  some  years  an  early  friend  of  General 
Kobertson,  and  one  whom  we  introduced  to  our  readers  eighteen  years  aero. 
By  this  time  he  ought  to  be  recognized  as  an  “old  ac<.|uaintaiice/'  He 
liad  served  throughout  the  War  of  Independence;  he  had  lought  with 
the  Indians  many  a time  and  oft.  He  and  his  wife,  had  escaped  each 
with  a slight  wound.  They  were  the  happy  parents  of  many  children. 
They  sought  a home  upon  the  very  outskirts  of  the  Cumberland  settle- 
ments. They  loved  tlie  pioneer  and  back-woods  life.  He  had  been  a 
hunter  from  his  youth ; with  a figure  as  erect  as  an  Indian^  spare  of  fiesh. 
with  a clear  skin  and  bright  blue  eye,  he  was  ever  upon  the  watch.  “'Ke- 
markably  fond  of  his  horse,  of  his  wife,  and  gun,  of  his  children,  and  his 
hounds,^’  (for  this  is  the  inventory  and  the  order  of  classification,)  he  re- 
tained his  quick  sight  and  hearing,  which  had  detected  the  niglitly  approach 
of  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Point  Pleasant,  in  1774.  Here  is  Valentine 
Sevier,  who  had  obtained  the  rank  of  Colonel,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
and  all  his  worldly  wealth ; he  had  erected  houses  for  himself,  his  sons-in- 
law,  and  the  families  of  Price  and  Snyder,  (Connections  by  marriage.) 

The  Indian  outrages  experienced  in  the  District  of  Washington,  and 
the  chastisements  sometimes  inflicted  upon  the  depredators  by  his  brother, 
General  Sevier,  were  communicated  to  Colonel  Sevier.  He  was  also 
quickly  informed  of  the  murders  and  thefts  done  in  the  settlements 
around  Nashville.  He  had  learned  that  these  were  on  the  increase,  and 
that  General  Kobertson  was  calling  for  volunteers,  and  especially  with 
the  view  to  select,  or  give  advice  in  the  selection  of  spies  and  rangers. 

Colonel  Sevier  had  in  family  five  sons,  and  several  sons-in-law.  Three 
of  his  sons  w'ere  of  sulTicient  age  to  serve  in  the  militia,  and  were  ready 
to  go  where  their  father  or  their  country  called.  Their  father  had  occa- 
sionally met  with  General  Kobertson,  after  they  had  both  selected  their 
homes  upon  the  Cumberland.  When  he  heard  of  the  call  for  “a  turn-out 
of  marksmen,^'  he  had  but  to  say  to  his  sons,  “ You  have  permission  to 
go,’’  and  they  hastened  their  preparations  to  ascend  the  river  to  Nashville. 
“Their  mother  parted  with  them  with  a smile  and  without  a tear,  send- 
ing messages  to  friends  at  the  upper  stations.”  Little  thought  had  she 
that  these  three  active  young  men,  brave  young  soldiers,  would  never 
reach  the  stations  to  deliver  her  commands,  nor  ever  retunt  to  receive 
her  welcome,  and  comfort  her  in  after-(fays.  They  had  not  a sufficient 
number  of  horses  for  the  short  journey  of  forty  miles.  The  deficiency 
of  provender  for  cattle  was  another  inducement  to  them  to  determine  to 
go  in  a canoe  or  pirogue,  and  to  take  with  thciu  a good  supply  of  provi- 
sions. 
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Ou  or  about  the  18th  day  of  January,  1792,  the  three  sons  of  Colonel 
Sevier,  named  Kobert,  Willtam,  and  \hilentine,  accompanied  by  John 
Price  and  two  or  three  otlicrs,  “ set  sail,’^  or,  speaking  according  to  fact 
and  mode,  began  to  ascend  the  river  by  the  use  of  poles  and  paddles. 
To  what  point  they  had  ascended,  we  have  never  ascertained.  Put  the 
tradition  in  the  Sevier  family  is  this  : that  a party  of  Indians  had  dis- 
covered the  ascending  boat  when  at  the  lower  side  of  one  of  those  re- 
markable bends  of  the  river,  where  it  makes  a sweep  of  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  and  comes  around  almost  to  the  same  place,  leaving  only  a mile  or 
two  of  high  lands  between ; that  the  savages  crossed  the  narrow  isthmus, 
secreted  themselves  in  bushes  near  the  river’s  edge,  where  the  boat  would 
be  run  close  to  the  shore;  tliat  here  the  first  attack  was  made,, in  which 
the  three  Seviers  were  killed  or  mortally  wounded ; that  the  Indians 
having  fired  their  every  gun,  and  seeing  all  the  party  were  not  killed, 
hastened  to  reload,  whilst  Ihiee,  and  whoever  was  with  him,  turned  the 
boat  out  into  the  stream  and  by  the  opposite  shore,  and  so  “ paddled  down 
the  river;”  that  the  Indians  then  recrossed  the  isthmus,  and  intercepted 
the  descending  boat,  which  was  now  hastily  abandoned.  The  Indians 
boarded  it,  scalped  the  young  men,  and  carried  awmy  whatever  the}"  de- 
sired of  the  goods  and  provisions. 

After  a day  or  two  j-assed  in  the  woods  and  cane,  Price  discovered  the 
hills  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  (now  Clarksville,)  and,  with  much 
delay  and  the  expenditure  of  breath  in  “ hallooing,”  recrossed  to  Colonel 
Sevier’s  Station.  ^ 

The  news  he  delivered  ‘‘came  like  a thunderbolt  upon  these  aged  and 
bereaved  parents.  It  was  the  heaviest  calamity  which  had  ever  befallen 
this  branch  of  the  family and  very  similar  to  that  experienced  by  Gen- 
eral Sevier’s  family  at  the  Battle  of  King’s  Mountain. 

Colonel  Se\ier  communicated  the  sad  intelligence  to  his  brother  in 
language  expressive  of  deepest  grief;  but  was  not  disposed  to  fiee,  or 
X desert  his  post.  He  was  resolved  rather  to  strengthen  his  defences.  In 
this  W'ork,  he  and  Mr.  Stiydcr,  his  fellow-, stationer  and  friend,  promptly 
engaged.  Other  friiuids  assisted,  and  the  like  help  was  rendered  by 
^Sevier  and  Snyder  to  the  half  a dozen  families  who  had  built  their  log- 
* cabins  on  the  presoit  site  of  Clarksville. 

Much  sfiiipathy  was  expre.‘;sed  by  the  people  in  this  bereavement  of 
Colonel  Sevier.  Very  great  al.iAi  spread  through  the  settlenients.  But, 
as  Captain  Prince  said,  ‘‘  Sii»ce  they  have  commenced  the  game  and  given 
us  the  warning,  we  must  attend  to  both.  Fear  has  never  killed  any  of 
us,  but  the  Indians  have.  The  deaths  of  tlie  Seviers  should  be  avengoil.” 
Colonel  Sevier’s  was  the  station  nearest  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Some 


\ 


J 


'! 


" M:'lj  U' 

’‘)IJ  !i'  "A'  'I'j; : ’I'xi  ,>J" 

’ ; V ’ ! . . ; t ^ ^ n •'^:  ,1'', 


U - J’ 

■ ■ >...  ■ 

niSTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE.  373 

small  clearings  had  been  commenced  lower  down  the  Cumberland,  or 
north  of  Red  River,  but  -were  now  abandoned.  The  other  settlements 
and  stations  in  the  county  of  Tennessee  were  on  either  bank  of  Red 
River,  and  toward  the  Kentucky  line.  Many  horses  had  been  stolen 
during  the  fall  and  winter  from  these  settlements.  To  be  deprived  of 
these  animals  was  distressing,  and  perhaps  to  some  of  the  owners  a cause 
of  greater  anger  and  irritation  than  wmuld  have  been  the  loss  of  a rela- 
tive. The  latter  event  produced  sorrow,  deep  sorrow ; but  the  theft,  a 
fury  and  madness. 

The  settlers  in  this  county  had  early  commenced  the  culture  and  cure 
of  tobacco,  and  had  succeeded  most  happily;  but  they  W'ere  recently 
much  concerned  at  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  trade,  and  the  sale 
of  this,  their  most  valuable  crop.  The  Spaniards  threatened  and  coaxed, 
tempted  them,  tried  them,  “shut  the  mouth  of  the  ^Mississippi,  and  forbade 
the  M’^estern  people  the  navigation  of  its  waters. If  the  tobacco-raisers 
upon  Cumberland  shipped  their  tobacco  to  Orleans,  it  was  liable  to  seiz- 
ure and  confiscation.  If  sold  at  home,  it  must  be  to  men  who  were 
smugglers  or  enjoyed  some  especial  privilege  from  Spanish  officers  in  sell- 
ing again ; and  these  privileged  persons  would  “ buy  only  at  their  own 
prices.”  They  exercised  the  same  option  and  chance  for  selling  at  ex- 
orbitant prices  any  groceries  or  goods  which  they  saw  proper  to  bring 
up  the  river  and  exhibit  to  the  needy  settlers.  There  were  instances 
when  the  indispensable  article  of  salt  sold  as  high  as  thirty  dollars  per 
bushel.  It  was  carefully  dealt  out  by  the  tablespoon  or  teacup.  Sugar 
and  coffee  were  often  measured  in  the  same  way. 

AMOUNT  OF  TOBACCO  SHIPPED  FROM  CLARKSVILLE. 

(The  following  statistics  have  been  kindly  furnished  us ; are  reliable 
and  interesting  ; 

The  points  from  which  the  shipments  are  made  are  Clarksville  proper, 
or  the  upper  landing,  and  Trice’s,  or  the  lower  landing.  We  include  in 
the  shipments  from  the  lower  landing.  Red  River  and  Linnwood.  The 
commercial  year  begins  and  ends  on  the  1st  of  September. 

From  the  1st  of  September,  1857,  to  the  1st  of  August,  1858,  thirteen 
thousand  hogsheads  of  leaf  have  been  received.  By  the  1st  day  of 
September,  these  receipts  will  bo  increased  by  one  hundred  hogsheads. 

' But  wo  state  the  (piantity  in  round  numbers  as  above  : 

13,000  hogsheads,  a 8150,  ....  81,950,000 

2,200  hog.shcads  strips,  a 8200,  . . . 440,000 

Making  a total  of 


82,390,000 
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If  any  one  sliouM  consider  this  estimate  too  large,  it  can  be  answered 
that  the  hogsheads  usually  shipped  at  these  points  are  well  known  to 
average,  net,  2000  to  2100  pounds  of  leaf  and  1200  pounds  of  strips, 
and  that  the  average  price,  during  the  season,  for  leaf  has  been  7 to  71 
cents. 

It  may  indeed  be  said  that  the  tobacco  shipped  from  Clarksville  pelds 
to  the  business  operations  of  the  place  about  twm  and  a half  millions  of 
dollars.) 

On  the  1st  day  of  Fehrnary  a meeting  of  the  committee  for  the  county 
of  Tennessee  was  held,  of  which  Captain  William  Prince  was  chairman. 
A well-written  address  or  petition  was  adopted  and  forwnrded  to  General 
Robertson,  to  whom  it  is  directed.  It  recites: 

“That  your  petitioners,  liaving  convened  together  at  the  request  of  the 
distressed  part  of  Tennessee  county,  in  order  to  set  forth  their  grievances 
and  to  pursue  some  method  for  their  relief,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you, 
sir,  that  they  have  much  to  dread  from  the  Indians  as  the  spring  season 
ap)proaches.  The  recent  murders  and  ravages  committed  by  them  on  our 
frontiers,  too  evidentl}^  prove  their  .intentions  on  this  quarter.  We 
already  feel  the  efiects  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  being  shut  up.  by 
wliicli  means  we  shall  be  deprived  of  the  very  necessary  article,  salt  ; 
that  article  having  already  raised  in  its  price.  Iminigration  to  this  coun- 
try by  water  must  frequently  cease.  We  also  beg  leave  to  assure  yon 
that  the  frontiers  will  break  up  unless  some  speedy  method  is  taken  to 
secure  them'from  the  inroads  of  the  savages,  which  must  be  followed  by 
the  most  fatal  consequences.  We  are  much  afraid,  sir,  that  Government 
has  not  vested  tlioir  officers  in  this  country  with  authority  to  carry  an 
expedition  against  any  nation  or  village  of  Indians.  Yet  we  are  confi- 
dent that  something  mu^t  he  done  with  the  Indians  that  do  the  mischief 
on  our  frontiers.  We  are  willing  to  pursue  every  lawful  means  to  pro- 
cure peace  and  tranquillity  anumu  us.  Therefore,  we  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest to  you  the  idea  that  an  he  sent  to  the  Gommandant  at  Yew 

Madrid,^’  (on  the  Mi>sis.''ippi,)  “.netting  forth  that  it  is  ]>is  people  that  do 
the  mischief  in  oiir  cnuntry,  and  wliatevcr  else  you  may  think  proper. 

Make  a full  repr^'scFitation  ot  our  distressed  situation  and  grievan- 
ces, to  Governor  Plount.  . . "We  have  confidence  you  will  do  all  in 

your  power  to  relieve  the  dl^t^e^so'^  of  the  people  under  your  commaud.” 

The  situation  oi'  the  I'Oople  in  Ttmnessee  county  exposed  them  to 
attacks  by  the  Shawnees.  rather  than  by  any  other  unfriemlly  tribe;  ainl 
these  Indians  were  und^'r  tlic  pn-teetioFi  of  the  Spanish  officers  at  Yew 
Madrid,  or  Loner  Jr 

AVe  notice  that,  in  antieij).itiou  of  an  inorcase  of  troubh^s  from  the  In- 
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dians,  a council  of  ofucers  was  lield  at  whicli  it  was  resolvea  to  send  out 
a party  of  about  one  huuilred  men  to  “ scour  the  woods  between  tliis 
District  of  Mero  and  tlie  Tennessee  liiver.’^  This  was  resolved  upon 
about  the  10th  of  3Iarch,  aiid  promptly  coininunieated  to  the  Governor, 
who,  in  a long  letter  of  1st  of  April  to  General  Ilobertson,  cavils  and 
criticises  the  language  of  this  resolation,  fearing  (and  no  doubt  with 
reason)  that  the  intention  was  to  “ scour  the  woods  toward  the  Tennessee, 
^heyond  the  ridyey  or  more  than  some  twenty  miles  from  the  Cumber- 
land. He  repeated  his  injunction  to ‘^observe  tlie  Treaty  of  Ilolston,’'’ 
and  this  at  a time  when  these  settlements  were  forewarned  of  threatened 
invasion. 

The  Governor,  although  much  experienced  in  Indian  craft  and  treach- 
ery, certainly  had  too  mucii  confidence  in  "Watts  and  other  chiefs.  In 
this  letter,  the  Governor  says,  ‘-A  peace-talk  has  been  addressed  by  Little 
Turkey  to  the  Lower  Towns,  and  that  he  disapproves  of  their  prepara- 
tions for  war.  . . . Since  this  talk,  John  Watts,  whose  f)dendship 

may  he  depended  upon,  and  his  exertions  too,  in  favor  of  peace, ’’  etc. 

As  a P.  S.”  to  this  long  letter,  the  Governor  says,  I have  just  re- 
ceived another  message  from  Watts,  who  is  coming  to  deliver  one  pri- 
Boner  and  forty  stolen  horses.’^ 

And  in  a few  months  Watts  is  badly  wounded  in  both  legs  in  the  attack 
on  Buchanan's  Station. 

After  the  attack  upon  the  boat  and  the  killing  of  the  Seviers,  the 
next  appearance  of  the  Indians  was  near  Bledsoe’s  Station.  They 
wounded  Oliver  "Williams  and  Jason  Thompson.  Thompson  lived  a few 
miles  south  of  Xashville."^  He  had  been  at  home  but  a few  days  after 
he  was  wounded,  before  his  house  was  attacked  by  some  twenty  or  thirty 
Indians.  In  this  attack,  he  was  killed,  as  were  his  wife,  one  son,  and 
one  daughter.  Another  daughter  was  taken  prisoner.  3Irs.  Caflrey  and 
her  son,  and  another  small  boy,  (name  not  mentioned,)  were  also  cap- 
tured. These  were  taken  to  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations,  and  re- 
tained for  years  as  slaves. 

We  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  locality  of  the  principal  stations  or 
improvements  west  of  the  Cumberland  Ftiver,  (at  this  date,)  and  to  prcr 
sent  them  on  the  small  map.  Surrounding  or  near  to  these  were 
other  improvements,  or  small  ‘Gdearings  and  deadenings,”  and  hastily 
an<l  rinlely  constructed  log-houses.  Attacks  had  been  made  upon  these 
stations,  persons  had  been  killed  or  woundetl  at  each  of  them ; and,  with 


* The  Tennessee  nnj  Alabama  Railroad  passes  a little  to  the  west  of  the  place, 
four  miles  from  Nashville,  near  a large  spring,  old  buildings,  etc. 
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exception  of  General  llobert.son’s,  Ilains’;  and  Buchanan’s,  they  had  to 
be  abandoned. 

“ Johnson’s  Fort,”  consisting  of  a double  log-house  and  a few  small 
log-huts — partially  picketed  in — was  upon  the  beautiful  eminence  where 
is  now  the  large  brick  dwelling  of  Mr.  Charles  Bosley,  only  about  six 
hundred  yards  north  of  the  l^ike.  There  is  a spring,  (and  oxer  it  a 
stone  building,)  near  the  residence.  At  this  spring  the  Indians  killed 
two  small  children  in  open  day,  and  wounded  one  sliglitly,  and  another 
daugeromsly.  “ ’J'hey  were  all  scalped,  and  laid  upon  each  other;  a 
heap  of  children,  living  and  dead.”  One  boy  escaped  with  a broken  arm  : 
one  little  girl,  with  her  brother  and  sister  lying  dead  upon  her,  was 
found  to  be  alive,  and  lived  for  twenty  years  thereafter. 

i\lr.  Bosley  has  distiiiguishcd  a spot  in  front  of  his  residence  by 
a cherry  tree,  which  has  grown  to  be  very  large,  and  }'et  flourishes 
there — at  the  very  locality  where  Captain  Hunter  was  killed  and  be- 
headed. 

Colonel  Kilpatrick  pursued  these  Indians,  and  when  on  their  trail,  near 
Dunham’s  Station,  was  fired  upon  and  killed — beheaded  and  mangled — 
as  Captain  Hunter  had  been.  31r.  Bennet  Searcy  Wcis  of  the  company 
with  Colonel  Kilpatrick,  and  was  dangerously  wounded,  as  was  also  Hugh 
F.  Bell.  After  wandering  in  the  woods  for  two  days,  Mr.  Searcy  readied 
the  Bluff  or  Nashville  Station.* 

John  Cockrell  had  erected  a house  at  the  spring  which  bears  his  name 
to  this  day.  He  was  much  in  the  habit  of  watching  for  deer  at  the  Sul- 
phur Spring,  over  the  ridge  from  Mr.  Bosley’s.  When  riding  near  that 
spring,  he  was  fired  U|iOn  by  an  Indian,  without  being  wounded.  But 
his  horse  fell  and  caught  his  foot  beneath  him.  When  in  this  position, 
and  whilst  the  horse  struggled,  got  up  and  ran  off,  Cockrell  fired  at  the 
Indian,  wounded  him,  and,  as  was  believed,  mortally.  Having  recovered 
his  feet  and  upridit  position,  he  did  not  tarry  to  scalp  his  foe — for  fear 
of  others — but  made  his  way  across  the  ridge  to  Johnson’s  Fort.  The 
bones  and  tomahawk  and  knife  of  an  Indian  were  found  some  months 
thereafter,  at  about  two  miles  distant. 

At  Brown’s  Station  fmr  boy.s  were  killed,  scalped,  and  thrown  in 
a heap,  as  the  little  girls  and  their  brothers  had  been  at  Johnson’s. 

We  have  heretofore  mentioned  the  <leaths  caused  by  the  savages  at 
Castlenian's  and  Duidiam’s.  'I'he  enemy,  in  small  parties,  was  in  all 
parts  of  the  settlements.  There  was  no  safety  for  any  one  in  passing 


* Bennet  Searcy  tille<l  several  honorable  and  useful  positions  in  Davi<lson 
county. 
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from  any  one  station  to  anotlier.  There  was  yet  sufficient  cane  over  all 
the  country  to  affiorJ  tlie  Indians  places  of  ambush  or  retreat. 

On  the  8th  Aprils  tiie  house  of  Benjamin  ^VilliamsJ  near  Gallatin,  was 
attacked  at  ni^ht,  and  himself  and  seven  other  persons  were  killed.  A 
negro  fellow  (then  young  and  active,  and  who  was  alive  not  long  since) 
made  his  escape  into  the  woods  ; and  one  little  boy,  who  in  his  fright 
climbed  up  and  supported  himself  for  hours  in  the  ch  imney,  also  escaped. 
All  others  in  the  house  were  murdered  and  scalped. 

The  next  victims  were  in  the  same  neighborhood.  They  were  Mrs. 
McMurry,  Mrs.  Kateliff,  and  her  three  children.  Then  two  sons  of  llobert 
Desha,  on  Station  Camp  Creek. 

In  quick  succession  came  the  death  of  “Closes  Kuykendall,  and  many 
others,”  whose  names  are  not  recorded.  In  the  same  neighborhood 
several  persons  were  wounded.  These  were  near  Bledsoe’s. 

On  24th  3Iay,  as  General  Bobertson  and  his  son  Jonathan  were 
sitting  upon  their  horses  at  his  spring,  a party  of  Indians  fired  from  be- 
hind the  trees  and  cane,  w'oiinding  both  of  tliem  ; the  General  in  the  arm 
and  Jonathan  in  the  hip.  The  shot  caused  the  fkmeral  to  drop  his  gun. 
In  attempting  to  recover  it,  (his  horse  being  restive,)  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  the  horse  fled.  The  Indians  were  rushing  up,  with  toma- 
hawks lifted,  to  put  an  end  to  the  “ Head-man  of  the  Stationers,”  v.'hen 
Jonathan  Bobertson,  by  a well-directed  shot,*  woimded,  as  wa.s  believed, 
the  two  savages  who  were  advancing  to  secure  the  scalp.  The  Indians 
W'ere  thus  arrested  in  their  approach,  and  the  Bobertsons  escaped.  The 
ball  pa.ssed  through  the  arm  of  General  Bobertson  from  the  wrist  to  near 
the  elbow,  shattering  one  of  the  bones.  It  was  a running  sore  for  years. 
These  Indians  continued  prowling  near  the  residence  of  General  Bobert- 
son, and,  on  the  next  day,  they  killed  a boy  (name  forgotten)  within 
sight  of  the  house.  And  the  day  following,  they  killed  a little  girl  near 
Mashville. 

On  the  26th,  an  attack  was  made  on  Zigler’s  Station.  This  fort  or 
station  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1790,  or  spring  of  1791,  upon  the  west 
fork  of  Bledsoe’s  Creek,  and  about  one  mile  and  a half  north  of  Cairo. 
The  lands  here  were  very  rich,  and  well  adapted  for  the  growth  of 
tobacco.  There  had  been  a great  increase  of  population  in  this  section, 
as  there  was  near  Bledsoe’s. 

As  there  were  hostile  parties  in  all  directions  through  the  settlement.s, 


* ^^^s.  Robertson,  Mrs.  Xeelly,  and  other  pioneer  women,  were  great  sticklers 
for  the  word  provalenre,  instearl  of  ch'-incu. 
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the  duty  of  having  sentinels  properly  stationed  during  the  day,  to  guard 
the  hands  who  were  at  work,  was  enjoined,  and  was  generally  attended 
to.  And  since  the  Indians  had  in  so  many  instances  recently  sur- 
rounded, fired,  and  broken  into  houses,  and  slaughtered  whole  families, 
the  advice  of  all  officers,  civil  and  nulitary,  was,  by  no  confidence  or  hope 
of  safety,  to  be  induced  to  omit  the  keeping  a guard  at  night;  and,  as 
additional  safety,  for  as  many  as- could  well  be  accommodated,  to  assemble 
and  pass  the  nights  in  one  station.  And  thus  it  was  at  Zigler’s.  The 
people  had  worked  and  wuitclied  all  day.  But  at  night  they  preter- 
mitted  watchfulness,  and  sat  dowm  to  eat  and  to  play.  Having  worked 
hard  and  eaten  heartily,  they  slept  heavily.  Whilst  they  slept,  the 
enemy  approached,  surrounded  the  building,  opened  the  door,  rushed  in, 
and  commenced  a terrible  slaughter ; and  no  doubt  would  have  killed 
many  more  persons,  had  they  not  cried  out  for  quarter.  The  Indians 
understood  this  cry,  and  spared  the  suppliants.  Some  resisted,  and 
were  killed  or  wounded.  There  were  thirty  or  more  persons  in  the  house : 
five  were  killed,  four  wounded,  eighteen  taken  prisoners,  three  or  more 
escaped,  after  a long  and  hot  pursuit.  This  was  the  largest  number  of 
settlers  taken  at  any  one  station.  It  added  fearfully  to  the  gloom  in  all 
the  settlements,  and  to  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  heads  of  Government. 

The  Indians  must  have  contemplated  this  attack  for  some  time  before 
it  was  made.  By  some  agreement,  the  several  small  bands  assembled  on 
the  night  of  the  2dth  to  besiege  and  capture  this  station.  They  had 
succeeded,  and,  so  fur  as  ha.s  ever  been  reported,  wdthout  the  loss  of  a man 
or  one  wounded.  They  greatly  rejoiced  at  their  success.  Indeed,  they 
had  sustained  Very  little  injury  from  the  whites  for  months  in  which  they 
had  been  so  successfully  engaged  in  slaughter  and  capture  of  the  settlers, 
and  in  ‘‘^spiriting  avvay  their  horses/^ 

These  were  injurie.s  too  grievous  to  be  borne.  Could  we  pause,  as  we 
must,  in  this  sad  narvation.  we  would  sit  down  : no,  rather,  we  would 
hastily  rise  up,  and  call  upon  God  to  deliver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  our 
enemies.  What  retlcctions  can  we  in  calmness  make  upon  the  frecpient 
recurrence  of  these  murderous  deeds?  Shall  we  say,  We  pity  this  dis- 
tressed people;  we  .sympathize  with  them  in  this  time  of  deep  afiiiction? 
or  shall  we  cruelly  intimate,  with  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  that  they  deserved 
it  all  ? 

No,  rather,  we  partake  of  the  feelings  of  the  stationers.  We  look  at 
General  Robert.^on,  and  think  an<l  feel  and  arc  involuntarily  ready  to  act 
as  he  did.  He  grieved  and  chated  under  the  restraint  put  upon  him  : 
he  loved  and  honored  Wa.shingtoii,  he  desired  to  exhibit  res[>ect  and 
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obedience  to  authority;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  admitted  his  hand  was 
forbidden  to  ‘Hay  hold  on  vengeance.'’^  We  do  as  ho  did,  clench  our  Jist 
and  grit  our  teeth.” 

The  fire  was  burning  in  that  heart.  Tie  knew  the  opinion  of  General 
Sevier;  they  agreed,  and  had  repeatedly  expressed  the  conclusion  at 
which  they  had  long  since  arrived  : There  would  be  no  cessation  of  these 

murderous  deeds,  so  long  as  a retreat  and  refuge  was  allowed  'to  such 
savages,  whether  east  or  west  of  the  broad  Tennessee.’^  The  country  they 
called  their  own  must  be  invaded,  and  the  towns  made  up  of  a savage  set, 
the  brigands  and  banditti  of  the  nations,  Creeks  and  Cherokces,  ^‘mud  he 
destroyed.”  If  there  are  yet  the  cidvocates  of  peace  among  them,  they 
have  lost  or  ceased  to  exert  their  influence  for  peace.  The  voice  of  all 
seems  to  be  for  w'ar. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

1792. 

In  tliis  chapter  we  resume  tlie  history  of  events  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  We  shall  thus  present  some  items  of  interest  which 
we  deem  it  best  to  exhibit  in  this  connection. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Government  had  been  called  to  the 
continuance  of  Indian  outrages  at  the  Soutli,  and  to  notice  that  their 
warfare  was  in  total  disreerard  of  treaties.’’  It  had  reason  also  to  be  much 

O 

concerned  at  tlie  hostile  movements  of  the  Indians  of  the  North-west. 
It  had  its  troubles  with  the  whiskey  insurrection  or  rebellion  in  w'estern 
Pennsylvania.  This  excise  law,  or  tax  on  whiskey,  entered  into  the 
politics  of  the  day  among  the  people  of  this  Territory.  In  Washington 
District  there  were  the  Sevier  party  and  the  Tipton  party : the  first  was 
the  Administration,  or  law  and  order  party;  the  latter,  the  party  opposed 
to  ^‘extortion  and  the  infringement  of  the  rights  of  taste  and  conscience.” 
There  were  questions  and  negotiations  with  England,  and — as  more  con- 
cerning our  narrative — questions  with  Spain,  which  gave  the  xVdminis- 
tration  much  perplexity  and  uneasiness. 

But  by  what  causes  are  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  so  hostile  to  the 
western  settlements  ? What  instigates  to  such  ceaseless  warfare  ? Early 
in  January,  President  Washington  thought  proper  to  refer  these  questions 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.  On  the  IGth  of  that  month  he  replied.  HU 
report  could  afford  no  satisfactory  answer.  Sufficient  information,  how'- 
ever,  had  been  communicated  to  the  War  Department  to  satisfy  any  one 
who  had  not  already  prejudged  the  matter,  that  treaty  engagements  with 
savages  would  not  be  sacredly  kept,  when  such  strong  temptations  and 
corrupting  intluenees  were  presented  as  had  hitherto  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  them.  “ Powder  and  lead,  strond  and  whiskey,  me  know  him,’ 
Said  a sub-chief;  ‘‘/■’'qa-r,  me  don’t  know  him.”  On  some  accounts  the 
Indians  deserved  to  he  greatly  pitied.  Although  naturally  very  watch- 
ful, suspicious,  and  without  guile,  yet  they  were  often  deceived  and  im- 
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posecl  upon  by  crafty  wliite  men ; deceived  by  their  assertions,  and 
corrupted  and  enraged  by  their  gifts  and  poisons. 

Shall  the  civilization  and  Christianity  of  Americans  yield  to  the  savau-e 
iaw  of  retaliation  ? Can  these  savage  acts  be  longer  endured  ? Are  thev 
not  on  the  increase  because  of  the  forbearance  and  endurance  of  the 
Americans?  Shall  we  not  arise  and  go  forth  in  our  might  and  in  our 
fury,  to  avenge  these  many  murders  and  exterminate  these  fends  ? Or 
shall  we  await  until  another  and  a better  spirit  shall  exorcise  the  demon  ? 
Thus  the  stationers  interrogated  each  other.  They  derived  very  little 
consolation  or  encouragement  from  what  had  yet  been  done  or  promised  by 
Government  for  them.  And  the  successes  of  the  arms  of  the  so-called  “ dis- 
ciplined troops”  were  so  trivial  and  so  questionable,  that  no  lively  hopes 
were  cherished  of  deliverances  or  defences  from  their  interposition. 

There  was  one  reliable  friend  among  the  red  men,  to  whose  friendship 
and  conduct  the  Cumberland  settlers  justly  had  respect.  This  confidence 
was  founded  on  years  of  intercourse,  and  a knowledge  of  his  truthfulness 
and  integrity.  Although  an  Indian  of  the  full  blood,  Piomingo  had 
ever  resisted  all  the  persuasions  of  other  tribes  and  of  the  Spaniards  to 
turn  him  or  the  Chickasaws  against  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
His  faith  was,  at  times,  most  sorely  tried.  The  Spaniards,  the  Shawnees, 
and  the  Delawares  on  one  side,  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks  on  the  other, 
annoyed,  threatened,  coaxed,  invaded  and  attacked  his  people,  but  he 
continued  the  friend  of  the  Americans.  We  will  not  insist  that  his 
attachment  for  General  Robertson  alone  secured  the  continuance  of  the 
friendship  of  his  nation  to  these  settlements,  but  it  did  as  far  as  his  in- 
fluence could  extend.  He  loved  no  other  white  man  as  he  did  General 
Robertson. 

In  March,  General  Robertson  received  information  by  a runner  from 
Piomingo,  that  the  settlers  might  apprehend  some  depredations  from  the 
Shawnees  and  Delawares.  The  stationers  in  Tennessee  county  had 
already  sustained  losses  of  lives  and  property  by  marauding  parties,  who 
were  supposed  to  have  come  from  the  Spanish  territory  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Missi.ssippi.  These  injuries  and  the  expectation  of  their  continu- 
ance— aggravated  by  Spanish  assumption  of  absolute  control  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  great  river — awakened  much  and  earnest  dDcussion  among 
the  settlers,  and  induced  them  to  hold  a public  meeting.  'J'he  result  of 
that  meeting,  or  the  pervading  sentiments,  are  embodied  in  the  Address 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  1st  February,  which  w:is  given  in  the  last 
chapter. 

Upon  the  reception  of  this  addre.ss.  General  Robertson  promptly  wrote 
to  Don  Portell,  the  Spanish  Commander  at  Lance  de  Grace.  Ilis  letter 
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was  dated  February  13tbj  1792;  and  a copy  is  bound  in  toI.  i.  of  bis 
letters. 

General  Robertson  was  wise  in  counsel;  be  was  no  blusterer.  Ilis 
quiet;  calm  deportment  induced  some  few  persons  to  entertain  the  opin- 
ion that  be  was  unsusceptible;  void  of  tenderness;  imperturbable,  and 
indolent,  We  have  beard  this  said,  but  by  persons  who  certainly  have 
not  studied  bis  life  as  we  have.  His  whole  life  was  one  in  which  wisdoiUj 
courage,  and  energy  were  constantly  demanded  and  exercised  ; we  do  not 
say  “consummate  wisdoni;  unequalled  bravery;  and  astonishing  energy.^' 
It  will  do  to  say,  however,  ho  possessed  enough  and  used  enough  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  which  devolved  upon  him — and  them  well.  He  wasted 
no  talent;  he  abused  no  power  and  no  person. 

lie  desired  tor  all  his  toils  the  triple  reward — the  approbation  of  God; 
of  his  own  conscience,  and  of  his  fellow-men ; and  we  confidently  trust 
he  failed  of  neither.  At  this  time  he  was  complimented  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  he  gracefully  turned  the  sentiment 'to  the  chief  officer  in  the 
Territory.  “The  thanks  of  the  people  of  3Iero  District’'  were  tendered 
to  Governor  Blount,  which  he  acknowledged  in  a vmry  handsome  manner; 
concluding,  in  his  letter  to  General  Robertson,  “I  beg  you  and  the 
District  to  believe  that  no  man  (non-resident)  can  participate  in  whatever 
affects  them,  more  than  I do.” 

In  due  time  General  Robertson  received,  by  the  return  of  his 
messenger,  a reply  from  the  Commandant  of  the  Spanish  post  at  Xew 
Madrid.  We  shall  ({uotc  most  of  the  first  paragraph,  and  without  ex- 
tended comments  upon  it,  or  controverting  it,  (however  much  inclined  to 
do  the  one  or  easy  to  do  the  other.) 

“Your  favor  of  13th  February  indicates  that  which  all  good  neighbors 
ought  to  preserve  one  with  another,  a strict  union  and  sincere  harmony ; 
which  is  the  genial  agstnn  of  my  nation,  uniformly  joined  with  the 
purest  ties  of  humanity,  to  wliich  only  we  are  accustomed  1” 

He  then  relates  that  he  had  called  in  a Delaware  Indian,  Ka-la-yah, 
(known  to  the  Americans  as  Raccoon,')  and  made  sundiy  inc{uiries  of 
him  about  mischief  done  on  the  Cumberland.  He  answered  for  himself, 
“as  the  very  charm  of  innocence,”  and  “ charged  the  mischief  to  the  Great 
Capot,  who  commanded  the  Delaware  baml  in  those  incursions  to  Cum- 
berland.” “ Nevertheless,  I nnule  him  promise  by  the  name  of  Ilis 
Catholic  Majesty,  my  ma.'-ter,  that  he  shall  live  in  fri('udship.  I also 
ordered  in  two  otlier  chiefs,  one  a t:dniwnce,  the  other  a Cherokee, 
who  promised  as  Ka-la-yah  had  'lone.”  And  then  he  adds,  “But  as  an 
Indian  is  not  to  bo  depended  on,  it  is  necessary  to  be  upon  \our 
guard !” 
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Thank  you,  sir/^  said  General  Eobertson,  ‘Hliere  are  two  of  you  in 
that  category.^’ 

The  Don  then  mentions  a gang  of  horse-thieves,  “headed  by  a certain 
Mr.  3Iorris,^’  (an  old  Tory  from  Carolina,)  and  relates  how  sure  retributive 
justice  had  been  to  overtake  him.  “lie  now  tastes  the  fruits  of  his 
robberies,  for  he  passed  here  last  fall  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans,  having 
lost  the  use  of  his  right  leg,  owing  to  two  wounds  he  received  from  the 
Indians.” 

“'Yes,  sir,”  said  General  Eobertson  to  Captain  Eains  and  others  to 
whom  he  read  the  letter;  “'we  knew  the  truth  would  some  day  leak  out, 
that  IMorris  was  with  the  Spaniards — his  friends  and  our  enemies — and 
now  has  gone  to  Neio  Orleans  for  a safe  retreat.  Retributive  justice  ! 
Is  it  that  of  which  you  speak  ? Then  consider  and  dread  the  just 
reward  of  your  own  deeds  !” 

General  Eobertson  deemed  this  letter  of  “Don  Portell,  of  Lance  de 
Grace,”  well  worth  preserving.  Colonel  Daniel  Smith  pronounced  it 
“the  rarest  specimen  of  impudence!”  Talk  to  us  of  “a  certain  Mr. 
Mbrris !”  a horse-thief,  when  they  are  riding  tlie  best  horses  we  ever  had 
in  the  settlements,  stolen  by  this  “same  3Ir.  Morris  and  his  gang  of  horse- 
thieves,  Indians  and  Spaniards.”  They  have  also  written  to  Govern- 
ment of  “<2  certain  Robertson.”  General  Eobertson  laughed  heartily  at 
this.  By  the  same  messenger,  another  letter  came  from  Don  Portell  to 
31.  Andrew  Fagot,  who  W£is  residing  at  Xashville,  in  tlie  erjuivocal 
character  of  a trader  and  gentleman  of  leisure.  A copy  was  furnished 
General  Eobertson,  in  which  are  repeated  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  other  letter.  We  doubt  not  that  Portell  was  desirous  for  peace  and 
friendship,  as  was  said,  “inasmuch  as  it  promoted  the  ijenia I system  of 
my  nation” — and  no  farther. 

We  must  note  here  that  the  Spaniards  give  a meaning  to  the  word 
ye7^/ah'.s,  genial,  pronounced  hajj-ne-al,  somewhat  of  a more  significant  and 
active  character  than  is  attached  to  it  by  the  English ; with  them,  the 
“ Sociedad  ed  propaganda  Fide”  is  the  very  embodiment  of  their  “genial 
system,”  though  it  be  conducted  by  auto  da  fe,  in  fagots  and  in  fire.  It 
means  propagation.,  that  udiich  p>roduces.  Fo  that  General  Eubert.'ion  and 
Colonel  Smith  spoke  learned! g w\\^n  they  said  “their  genial  system  is 
that  which  produces  thefts,  murder.s,  cruelties.”  Eains  denounced  them 
and  their  system,  with  an  oath,  or  something  veiy  much  like  an  impre- 
cation : “He  did  n't  believe  the  dond.  rascals,  no  how.” 

Among  Eepublieans,  titles  of  royalty  and  nobility  siumd  strangely,  and 
are  generally  eschewed ; sometimes  they  have  been  attached  to  per.'f.uis 
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to  commend  tliem  for  great  merit,  as  a qaeeiily  person,  ‘‘the  duchess.” 
In  our  own  youthful  days  we  often  saw 

“OIil  King  Cole, 

The  jolly  old  soul.” 

And  there  are  yet  living,  in  Middle  Tennessee,  persons  who  in  their 
younger  days  saluted  an  early  settler  at  the  French  Lick  Station  by  the 
soubriquet  of  "King” — “King  Loyd,”  as  he  was  by  young  and  old  desig- 
nated and  distinguished.  For  what  personal  merit,  wLether  from  figure, 
gait,  or  mind,  he  acquired  this  distinction,  v/e  know  not  • but  this  we 
know,  (“from  the  papers,”)  that  it  is  claimed  for  him,  that  “he  kept  the 
first  tavern  or  ordinary  at  Xashville,”  and  that  his  merit  and  preeminence 
in  this  matter  is  contested  by  a very  distinguished  African,  known  upon 
the  records,  and  by  persons  yet  living,  as  Black  Boh,  or  “ Old  Go»od 
Behavior,”  (^having  his  license  (him  hene  se  gesserit.')  But  there  is  none 
to  dispute  or  deny  that  “King  Boyd”  establLhed  the  first  distillery  upon 
the  Cumberland,  an<l  tliat  it  ac(|uired  as  much  notoriety  as  “ Black  Bob's 
Tavern.”  Neither  of  them  was  any  great  afiair  to  be  proud  of,  or  to 
boast  of,  or  to  write  of.  But  John  Boyd’s  Red  Heifer’  was  notorious. 
A-t  about  this  date  a rival  dhtillery  was  established  by  Stump,  on  White’s 
Creek,  about  five  miles  north  of  Nashville.  The  demand  for  whhkey 
was  on  the  iucrea.se.  The  “regular  soldiers,”  as  Colonel  Sharpe's  troop 
was  called,  the  militia  at  musters,  and  the  spies  in  their  excursions, 
now  required  “ratio?is  of  spirits.”  At  this  date  Governor  Blount 
directed  General  llubertson  to  supply  “ our  friends,  the  Chickasav>  s and 
Choctaws,  with  whiskey.”  General  Robertson  had  at  sundry  times 
prior  to  this  date  furni.'^hed  linlians  with  small  quantities.  The  District 
of  iMero  ha<l  borne  considerable  expense  for  the  like  purpose,  but  now 
these  supplies  are  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  General  Government. 

The  town  is  on  tlie  increase  : two  taverns,  one  distillery,  and  a knap- 
sack of  chintz  and  calicoes  for  a dry-goods  store,  and  twenty-one  cabins 
fenced  in.  A blackr*inith’s  .'^hop  was  established  at  the  very  start,  upon 
a stump.  The  girdled,  deadened  trees  stand  leafless  all  over  the  plain. 

Governor  Blount  held  several  conferences  with  Creek  chiefs  during 
the  early  part  of  this  year.  One  at  Coyatee,  in  the  nation,  at  which 
there  were  two  thousand  warriors  marshalled  in  tw'o  lines,  to  receive  the 
Governor;  profe.'-sedly  to  do  him  groat  honor,  but  doubtless  with  equ;ii 
desire  to  make  a disjilay  of  their  military  strength  and  discipline.  The 
chiefs,  Watts,  Hattging  iMaw,  and  the  Breath  of  Nickojack,  renewed 
professions  of  peace  and  friendship.  The  next  meeting  with  chiefs  was 
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at  Nashville,  or  near  General  Ilobertsori’s  Station,  with  Chickasaws  anJ 
Choctaws;  that  conference  ended  on  10th  August,  with  like  professions 
of  amity. 

A liberal  distribution  of  presents  was  made,  a rifle  to  each  chief. 

Fifty  good  rifle  guns  were  presented  to  the  iMountaiii  Leader,  and  those 
wlio  joined  General  St.  Clair’s  army,  and  some  other  chiefs.”  The  stock 
of  goods  for  distribution  consisted  of  one  thousand  five  Imndred  blankets; 
one  hundred  pieces  blue  strouds,  calico,  linsey;  blue,  red,  and  yellow 
binding;  fifty  suits  of  clothes  and  fifty  hats  for  the  cldefs;  piece  of 
scarlet  cloth  for  leggins,  etc.,  underscored  ; five  hundred  scalping-knives, 
etc.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  entire  stock  was  distributed  at  that 
time.  The  Cherokees  w'ere  not  invited  to  this  conference,  yet  several  of 
them  attended.  And  there  can  be  little  doubt  they  came  with  sinister 
aims,  to  discover  the  strength  of  the  settlements  and  the  assailable  points, 
and  that  some  of  these  very  Cherokees  were  engaged  in  the  attack  on 
Buchanan’s  Station,  which  was  soon  thereafter  made. 

On  the  26th  of  31ay,  Governor  Blount  gives  General  Bobertson  a 
most  glowing  description  of  his  visit  to  Coyatee,  of  his  reception  by  the 
thousands  of  Indians,  the  /eu-de-Joie,  and  of  the  cheering  and  acceptable 
expressions  of  friendship  made  by  the  savages — chiefs,  warriors,  and  even 
squaws  and  pappooses.  They  must  have  heard  of  “the  doings  in  New 
York,”  and  resolved  to  imitate  the  display  of  the  officers  of  the  societies 
of  Tammany  and  St.  Patrick,  3Iayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city,  and  the 
officers  of  Government,  at  the  reception  of  3IcGillivray  and  his  chiefs. 
These  two  lines  of  warriors,  “two  thousand  in  number,”  the  Governor 
says,  must  have  presented  a sight  which  would  have  delighted  Hogarth 
fully  as  much  as  it  did  Governor  Blount. 

. When  next  they  thus  parade, 

“May  we  be  there  to  see !” 

The  warriors  were  not  equipped  as  American  militia,  with  corn-stalks  for 
guns ; they  had  muskets,  rifles,  and  shot-guns,  bow.s  and  arrows,  and 
blow-guns.  The  variety  of  head-dress  was  very  great — horses’  tails,  cows’ 
tails,  coons’  tails;  but  the  plume  feathers  from  roosters’  tails  were  most 
numerous.  Their  faces  and  bodies  were  painted  red  and  white.  A 
goodly  number  flourished  a “three-point  blanket;”  all  wore  “the  shame- 
piece”’  of  red,  blue,  or  yellow  “strouds.”  A large  majority  of  them  were 
■well-formed  men.  Some  of  the  officers  w'cre  fully  dre.'jsed  "like  white 
people,”  and  made  quite  a flourish  of  their  swords  ; were  very  proud  of 
epaulettes  and  a sash ; more  than  one  had  the  epaulette  fa.stened  upon  a 
bare  shoulder,  and  a red  sash  tied  round  a naked  body.  They  would  not 
25 
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siiiFer  tlie  blanket  to  hide  these  evidences  of  rank  and  dress.  The 
squaiYS  sat  at  a distance,  “fully  or  half  squat  upon  the  ground;”  and 
the  children,  many  of  them,  as  God  made  them,  without  bandage  or  adorn- 
ment, in  j)uris  naturalihus : 

“Naked  bead  and  butt  and  knee, 

Before,  behind,  as  nude  can  be  ; 

Like  babies  'when  they  ’re  just  set  free 
From  a hollow  stump  or  hollow  tree.” 

Such  was  the  array  and  display  before  the  Governor.  He  and  his 
escort  were  surprised,  lie  was  delighted : he  never  W'as  indifl’ereut  to  dis- 
play himself.  Tlic  speeches  made  upon  the  occasion  are  not  reported, 
nor  how  much  buffalo  and  bear-meat  and  venison  were  eaten  at  tiie  feasts, 
nor  what  were  the  savory  dishes  which  regaled  his  taste  and  smell ; but 
this  they  reported,  “We  had  enough  to  eat  and  to  spare.”  Now  whether 
this  abundance  consisted  in  the  supply  of  provisions  w^hich  the  Governor 
took  with  him,  or  of  food  furnished  from  the  cuisine  of  Chull-culla  and 
other  squaws,  is  a debatable  question. 

Hastening  home  from  this  scene,  and  before  the  enthusiasm  and  (iclat 
had  passed  away,  the  Governor  sat  down  and  addressed  General  Idobert- 
son.  Well  did  he  know  the  anxiety  of  General  llobertson  and  the  people 
around  him ; and  having  derived  so  much  pleasure  from  his  visit  and 
the  promises  there  made,  he  hastened  to  communicate  his  impressions  to 
those  who  so  much  needed  comfort.  In  his  letter  (which  w'as  intended 
for  publicity)  he  scouts  the  idea  of  the  citizens  of  Mero  District  being  in 
“a  state  of  danger,”  and  quite  rebukes  them  for  ‘‘despondency.”  “How 
is  it  that  your  citizens  alarm  emigrants  by  their  tales  of  danger  and 
suffering?”  says  he.  “Your  people  may  take  sjjiViVs,  for  in  a short 
time  all  must  be  well  I” 

This  seems  strange  language,  after  all  that  w'e  have  related  of  the 
massacres  and  sufferings  of  these  “citizens.”  It  was  not  their  custom 
or  their  policy  to  magnify  the  dangers  or  to  discourage  emigrants;  they 
invariably  manifested  satistaction  at  their  arrival,  extended  to  them  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  cheerfully  turned  out  to  aid  them  in  “log-rollings 
and  house-raising-s.”  “The  truth  ot“  history”  will  justify  us  in  the  state- 
ment, that  the  Governor’s  injunction  to  “take  spirits”  was  coupled  with 
one  from  the  Scriptures,  to  take  “wine  for  the  stomach’s  sake;”  and 
some  of  them  practiced  accordingly.  That  there  was  danger  to  the 
settlers,  we  have  shown  ; that  there  was  danger  to  emigrants,  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  fact  that  a guard  was  required  to  protect  them  from 
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Clinch  to  Cumberland.  But  thus  they  did  come;  and  a g'oodly  number 
of  them;  and  ^vortliy  emigrants  too. . ^ 

Among  the  number  v:e  now  find  “ General  Butherford;  who  had  ex- 
changed all  his  lands  in  North  Carolina  for  lands  in  Cumberland;’’  Win. 
G.  Lewis,  the  FordS;  Phillips,  Dickersons,  and  others.  Some  of  the 
3IcGavocks  had  made  “locations”  and  purchases  of  lands;  and  they 
never  made  a bad  one.  They  were  men  who  added  a 640  to  a 640,  and 
then  made  a profitable  use  of  what  they  acquired.  The  family  deserves, 
as  do  many  others,  to  have  a more  extended  notice  than  we  can  give. 
The  earliest  purchase  by  the  McGavOcks  (probably)  was  tlie  “six  forty” 
of  George  Freeland — the  founder  of  Freeland’s  Station — much  of  which 
is  now  the  “'IMcGavock  Addition”  to  Nashville.  The  first  year’s  crop  of 
corn — a large  one — made  after  this  purchase,  almost  paid  for  the  land. 
The  corn  was  sold  at  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  bushel. 

We  have  shown  how  inccs.'^autly  Cleneral  Fiobertson  devoted  himself  to 
the  discharge  of  the  many  duties  and  cares  devolved  upon  him,  and  that  in  ' 
no  year  were  his  anxieties  and  labors  greater  than  in  the  first  half  of  this ; 
and  we  shall  see  no  diminution  of  calls  or  withholding  of  his  services  to 
the  end.  'As  we  have  intimated,  he  did  not  fully  approve  the  restrictive 
orders  from  Government.  Tie  agreed  with  General  vSevier,  “the  only 
successful  warfare  with  savages  is  to  be  waged  in  their  own  country.” 
His  spirit  chafed  at  the  confinement  “east  of  the  ridges  which  divide 
the  waters  of  Cumberland  and  Tennessee.”  Like  his  own  noble  war- 
horse,  he  champed  the  bit  with  foam  and  fury;  gladly  would  he,  at  times, 
have  let  the  reins  fall  loosely  upon  the  arched  neck  of  the  proud  animal, 
and,  with  his  rifle  at  his  saddle-bow  and  sword  in  hand,  have  led  his  best 
marksmen  into  the  very  heart  of  the  enemy’s  country  and  the  thickest  of 
the  fray.  But  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  office,  and  he  designed,  by  his 
example,  to  teach  the  invaluable  lesson  of  obedience  to  “ the  powers  that 
be.”  Of  this  he  spoke  again  and  again. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  was  that  certain  “fire-eaters’’  determined 
to  disregard  the  advice  and  authority  of  General  llobertson,  and  to  make 
an  invasion  of  the  Indian  country  whence  had  come  so  many  of  the 
savage, s who  had  murdered  “our  citizens,  and  stolen  our  horses.”  A 
leader  of  one  of  these  parties  was  Captain  John  Edmeston,  a very  good 
citizen,  who  could  not  resist  the  cries  of  the  bereaved,  and  the  demands 
of  his  neighbors  for  revenge.  Edmeston  took  command  of  a volunteer 
company,  and  was  about  to  invade  the  Indian  country — and  act  some- 
where, without  and  against  the  pro[)cr  authority,  and  “on  bis  own  hook." 
General  Kobertson  disapproved  of  the  organization  and  its  avowed  pur- 
poses. Such  a force  departing  would  reduce  the  proper  defences,  or 
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interfere  with  his  own  plans.  It  was  too  small,  and  unfit  to  go  on  a 
distant  esp^litlon.  He,  tlierefore,  forbade  Captain  Edmeston  and  his 
volunteers  to  engage  in  any  such  project. 

A few  days  thereafter  the  General  received  an  anonymous  letter,  of 
which  we  give  an  exact  copy,  only  premising  that  the  preservation  and 
filing  of  it  with  his  regular  correspondence,  without  a single  remark  or 
evidence  of  wounded  feelings  on  his  part,  gives  us  an  insight  into  another 
of  the  excellent  traits  of  his  character  : 

^^Sir: — I was  much  surprised  when  I heard  of  your  wishing  to  stop 
Capt.  John  Edmeston  from  going  against  the  Indians  with  a volunteer 
company,  in  order  to  Retaliate  for  the  damage  they  are  daily  doin^  us. 
But,  hearing  it  generally  reported  in  the  country  that  it  has  Always  been 
your  Endeavor  to  stop  all  tlioso  that  wish  to  do  good  to  this  country, 
and  damage  to  the  Indians,  I must  join  -with  the  rest  of  my  Countrymen, 
and  wish  Edmeston  Great  Success,  and  you  gone  from  hence,  and  A 
better  in  your  Room. 

“I  am  a Citizen  of  3Iero  District! 

‘^July  10th,  1792.’^ 

The  above  is  addressed:  “Mr.  James  Robertson,  Brigadier-G-eneral, 
Mero  District,’^  and  sealed  with  red  sealing-wax.  • 

It  w’ould  be  a pleasure  to  us  to  enlarge  upon  this  matter ; but  the  times, 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  we  have  in  our  narrative  left  these  “our 
countrymen, forbid  the  turning  aside  from  our  appropriate  narrative. 

In  the  early  part  of  August  there  came  to  the  residence  of  General 
Bobertson  a respectal)le  number  of  Chickasaw  chiefs  and  a small  dele- 
gation of  the  Choctaws.  They  came  by  invitation,  to  meet  Governor 
Blount  and  General  Pickens,  as  representatives  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  Government.  The  Spanish  agents  had  exerted  themselves 
to  dissuade  these  natioms  from  attending  the  conference  at  Nashville ; and 
with  the  Choctaws  they  bad  so  far  succeeded  that  hut  a few  came.  Those 
two  nations  were  (jiiitc  friendly  towards  the  United  States,  and  in  their 
intercourse  with  each  other.  Tlie  S{>aniards,  the  Creeks,  and  the  Chero- 
kees  kept  a close  watcli  upon  the  Ciioctaws  and  Chickasaws,  and  used  many 
artifices  to  alienate  them  from  the  United  States,  but  without  success. 
The  former  per.'^evcre  in  their  Avroiig-doings.  It  is  but  fair  to  denounce 
the  trio  as  enomie.s. 

About  the  1st  of  October,  Jolm  Birklcy  ami  son  wore  attacked  near 
Bledsoe’s.  When  one  of  the  Indian.s  was  in  the  act  of  scalping  the  son, 
the  father  took  deliberate  aim  and  killed  the  Indian  who  had  hold  of  Uie 
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boy,  and  they  escaped.  Several  other  persons  were  shot,  some  killed, 
some  wounded,  in  tliat  same  neighborhood.  Samuel  Wilson,  of  Sumner, 
pursued  some  Indians  who  had  stolen  horses  from  James  Douglas.  After 
a hot  pursuit,  he,  and  the  three  or  four  friends  who  were  with  him,  came 
so  near  as  to  shoot  down  one  of  the  Indians,  when  the  others  abandoned 
the  horses  and  fled  into  the  cane. 

On  the  8th  October,  Wm.  Stewart  was  killed  near  Xeelly's  Station,  on 
White’s  Creek;  and  in  the  night  of  the  same  day  they  bunied  jStu7np’s 
Distillery,  which  was  also  on  the  same  creek.  Who  was  harmed  or 
benefited  by  this  ? The  same  party  of  Indians  proceeded  to  Sycamore 
and  burned  sev^^ral  houses  and  cribs  of  c<mn ; thence  to  the  settlements 
on  lied  River,  pursuing  the  same  career.  They  W’ere  pursued,  overtaken, 
one  killed,  some  wounded,  and  the  horses  regained. 

These  attacks  continued  in  despite  and  contempt  of  the  “cavalry”  em- 
ployed to  defend  Mere  District.  These  Southern  Indians  had  heard  of 
“ Harmar’s  defeat” — that  “mounted  men  could  be  put  to  flight  by  Indians 
on  foot.”  And  the  ignom'inious  example  set  in  Ohio  was  soon  to  be 
followed  here — in  a small  way. 

As  Major  Sharpe’s  troop,  or  two  companies,  were  to  serve  for  a limited 
period,  and  to  terminate  on  lltli  October,  the  Governor  directed  or 
authorized  General  Robertson  to  enlist  others  to  take  their  places,  and  to 
be  very  careful  to  avoid  heavy  expenses;  for  example  : “ You  may  agree  to 
pay  an  t’.ry)rc.ss  one  dollar  a,  day  !”  A man  who  must  ride  Vvdth  all  speed, 
and  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  must  do  it  for  a dollar  a day  ! IMoney  must 
indeed  have  been  scarce  in  those  days ; but  fortunately  the  daring  ex- 
pressmen were  not  intent  on  pay  alone. 

We  have  quoted  the  order  of  Governor  Blount  to  iMajor  Sharpe  to  di.s- 
charge  services  in  the  counties  of  Sumner  and  Tennessee,  and  this, 
independent  of  the  command  of  any  other  officer  there.  In  that  county, 
and  in  Tennessee,  there  were  as  good  officers  as  IMajor  Sharpe,  who  out- 
ranked him,  and  lived  within  the  District.  In  the  county  of  Sumner, 
Colonel  Winchester  was  the  officer  of  highest  grade.  Ilis  delicate  sense 
of  honor  and  view  of  military  eti(juette  would  not  permit  him  to  continue 
in  service  when  thus  treated,  and  he  threw*  up  his  commission.  Gover- 
nor Blount  w*as  informed  of  this  by  General  Robertson,  and  in  reply 
regretted  to  part  w'ith  his  services;  but  contends  that  the  order  was  per-- 
fectly  proper,  and  meant  no  dishonor  to  Colonel  Wimdiester.  “ I had 
shown  it  to  you,  and  you,  if  there  had  been  cause,  had  the  first  rijlit  to 
complain.” 

General  Robertson  certaitdy  was  entitled  to  command  all  the  troops 
within  the  District,  the  Colonels  in  the  three  counties  being  next  in  com- 
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mand  under  him.  We  pretend  not  to  be  an  arbiter  in  these  questions 
of  military  etiquette. 

jMajor  Sharpe  was  ordered  here  from  a distance,  to  assist  in  defence 
of  Sumner  and  Tennessee  counties,  or  of  the  District;  and,  when  occa- 
sion required,  to  act  in  concert”  with  the  militia  of  the  counties,  and 
to  pass  from  one  county  to  the  other  on  the  lookout  for  or  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.  In  each  of  these  counties  tliere  were  Colonels  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, who  outranked  liim,  in  the  militia  of  their  counties. 
And  the  view  of  Governor  Dlount  and  General  Robertson  seems  to  have 
been,  that  this  was  a troop  emanating  for  the  time  being  from  the  United 
States  Government,  through  its  representative,  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory,  and,  therefore,  to  be  viewed  somewhat  in  the  light  of  “regular 
United  States  troops,”  and  properly  independent  of  the  militia  organiza- 
tions of  the  District. 

But  as  the  term  of  service  of  Major  Sharpe  was  soon  to  terminate,  and 
no  certain  record  is  left  of  their  having  even  seen  an  Indian  whilst  in 
service  here,  there  was  no  expressed  desire  for  their  continuance. 
Prompt  arrangements  or  enlistments  were  made  by  General  Robertson 
to  supply  their  places;  and  Colonel  Winchester  was  willing  to  resume 
his  proper  rank. 

At  the  treaty  at  Nashville,  a Creek  chief,  Coteatoi/,  had  been  present, 
and  carried  home  to  his  nation  such  a report  of  the  speech  made  by 
General  Robertson,  as,  to  many  of  the  warriors  of  that  nation,  seemed 
to  ju-stify  the  course  they  had  for  a long  time  pursued,  and  were  very 
willing  to  continue.  In  a “ talk”  sent  from  the  “ Lookout  Mountain, 
September  lOth,  1792,”  from  the  Glass,  he  reports  Coteatoy’s  version  of 
the  General’s  speech  ns  follows  : Colonel  Robertson  said,  “ There  has 
been  a great  deal  of  blood  .<pilt  in  our  settlements,  and  I v:Ul  come  and 
swmep  it  clean  with  your  blood.”  “And  now  take  notice,  that  the  first 
mischief  that  is  done,  I will  come.” 

Coteatoy  added,  “ It  is  certain  that  mischief  will  be  done,  and  that 
some  of  the  young  Creeks  who  are  daily  going  to  that  settlement  may  do 
mischief,  and  others  be  made  to  sutler  for  it — do  it  who  may;  they, 
therefore,  concluded  it  would  be  as  well  to  take  the  initiative.”  But, 
the  Glass,  John  Watts,  the  Bloody  Fellow,  (or  Eskaqua,)  and  some  other 
head-men,  give  assurance  to  tlie  (Jovernor  that  they  have  diverted  these 
warriors  from  their  warlike  purpejse,  and  sent  them  to  their  homes. 
Such  is  the  substance  of  these  two  “talks”  from  the  Bloody  Fellow  and 
the  Glas.s. 

These  “ talks”  were  sent  to  the  Governor  for  purposes  of  deception. 
Before  they  had  reached  him,  oj^na  v:ar  v:as  declared.  The  five  Lower 
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Towns  of  Cherokees  (in  tlie  population  of  which  there  was  a mixture  of 
Creeks)  had  held  their  w'ar  and  scalp  dance  at  the  time  Watts  was  con- 
cocting the  peace-talks  to  be  signed  by  the  chiefs  at  Lookout. 

Their  declaration  of  war  against  the  ‘‘  United  States/’  meant  the 
settlements  on  the  Cumberland,  cis  these  were  nearest  to  them,  and  most 
exposed. 

A friendly  Indian  hastened  to  communicate  to  Governor  Blount  the 
news  of  war,  and  that  John  Watts  himself,  in  command  of  one  hundred 
Creeks,  was  at  one  of  those  towns,  (Nickojack,)  awaiting  the  assembling 
of  five  hundred  Cherokees,  who  were  rapidly  coming  in ; that  they  in- 
tended to  invade  the  Cumberland  settlements,  and  wage  a war  of  exter- 
mination. 

The  Governor  was  deceived  by  the  talks  from  liookout  Mountain.  On 
the  14th  September,  he  wrote  to  General  Kobertson  : 

“I  heartily  congratulate  you  and  the  District  of  Mero  upon  the  happy 
change  of  affairs.  I really  had  dreadful  apprehensions  for  you.” 

And  on  this  same  day  he  orders  General  Bober tson  to  “ discharge  such 
part  of  the  Brigade  of  Mero  District  as  may  be  in  service  under  my 
order  of  the  12th  instant” — only  two  days  previous. 

This  system  of  orders  and  revocation  was  perplexing.  The  Governor 
was  made  to  recognize  dependence  upon  the  AUar  Department,  and  to 
make  his  subordinates  share  in  the  same  feeling.  The  General  had  long 
complained  of  the  restrictions  placed  upon  him  and  the  people  here. 
They  had  endured  so  much  and  so  long  that  there  was  no  virtue  in  it — 
they  were  charged  by  the  Indians  with  weakne.ss  and  cowardice. 

As  soon  as  the  Governor  received  information  of  the  hostile  prepara- 
tions under  Watts,  and  that  a large  body  of  Indians  had  crossed  the 
Tennessee,  he  started  an  express  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  the 
information.  lie  also  immediately  issued  orders  to  General  Sevier,  in 
Washington  District,  and  to  General  Bobertson,  in  Mero  District,  to 
assemble  their  brigades  and  prepare  for  defence  of  the  country. 

“The  danger  is  imminent;  delay  not  an  hour,”  says  he  to  General 
Robertson. 

IIow  sudden*  this  change!  On  the  14th  it  was,  “I  heartily  con- 
gratulate you  and  the  District  upon  the  happy  change  1”  And  now,  on 
the  lf)th,  “ The  danger  is  imminent  I” 

Six  hundred  savages  had  tlien  cross('d  the  Tennessee  to  destroy  the 
settlers  in  3Ioro  and  Kentucky  I The  militia,  smnmoned  by  fieneral 
Robertson,  assembled  at  the  places  designated.  The  special  order  from 
the  Governor  to  Major  Sharpe  is  as  follow's  : 
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“Major  Sharpe,  of  Sumiier  county,  who  coiumniids  rill  the  troops  in 
service^  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers,  is  to  be  considered  as  subject 
to  the  orders  of  no  superior  militia  ofhcer,  not  in  actual  service.  But  in 
case  of  any  militia  being  turned  out  from  either  of  the  counties,  by  the 
commanding  officer,  to  chastise  the  Indians  for  recent  depredations,  he 
will  cordially  cooperate  with  such  part  of  his  command  as  may  be  in  that 
’particular  county. 

pursuit  is  to  be  continued  heyond  the  ridge  dividinrj  the  waters 
of  Cumberland  and  Duck  Kivers..  Patrols  and  reconnoitring  parties  to 
be  kept  out  from  the  stations,  in  search  of,  and  to  prevent  any  further 
depredations  by,  the  Indians ; and  in  case  any  Indians  sliould  be  found 
lurking  or  skulking  about  to  tiie  iwrthicard  of  the  ridge  aforesaid,  in  the 
woods,  off  any  path,  or  fleeing,  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies, 
save  only  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  women  and  children 

“Such  men  of  Tennessee  county  on  duty  as  are  draughts,  to  be  dis- 
charged on  the  arrival  of  the  men  under  the  command  of  Captain  Lusk, 
and  their  places  to  be  supplied  by  a part  of  his  own  men.^’ 

The  force  under  .Major  Sharpe  and  Captain  Lusk  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  men,  cavalry  and  infantry.  This  force  was  distri- 
buted to  nine  separate  .‘Stations,  “ from  Taylor’s  Spring,  near  Bledsoe’s, 
down  the  east  side  of  the  Cumberland,  down  to  the  Cave  Sparing f near 
the  junction  of  Bed  Biver  and  Cumberland. 

Such  was  the  extent  of  country,  on  the  east  .«iide  of  the  river,  to  be 
patrolled  and  defended.  The  extreme  stations  were  at  least  seventy  miles 
apart,  with  a wid('  interval  of  hills  and  dense  forest,  from  Eaton's  to 
IMaulding's,  and  to  Clarksville. 

The  apprehensions  of  danger,  or  the  causes  for  distrusting  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indians,  were  such,  as  to  require  the  employment  of  spies  as 
a distinct  class  of  soMiers.  These  were  generally  engaged  and  paid  by 
the  people  of  a station  ; in  other  instances,  by  the  head  of  a family,  or 
by  two  or  three  families  settled  near  each  other.  The  favorite  spy  of  the 
settlements  on  the  west  side  of  Cumberland  wa.s  Abraham  Castleman. 
“ He  was  fearless,  with  a quick  sight,  and  a sure  shot.”  “ He  made  no 
noise  or  tramp  as  be  walked  ; and.  with  his  body  a little*bent,  he  seemed 
ever  looking  for  Indians,  or  mark.s  on  the  trees.”  He  had  been  “chain- 
carrier”  in  most  of  the  surveys. 

This  trusty  spy  harl  taken  a circuitous  route  through  the  woods  ex- 
tending tis  far  a.s  tio'  Indian  ^\  ar-trac*',  tifty  or  sixtv  miles  from  Nashville. 
He  passed  around  the  ]>rcsent  site  of  Murfrc'csboro’.  Near  that  place  he 
discovered  the  trail  of  many  Indians.  He  hastened  back  to  Nashville, 
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coming  by  Bucbanan’s  and  Rain?’  settlements.  lie  gave  tlie  alam,  and 
advised  the  settlers  to  leave  their  homes  and  take  shelter  in  the  strongest 
stations.  This  advice  was  generally  accepted. 

Upon  reception  of  Castleman’s  report,  (leneral  Robertson  sent  Captain 
Rains,  and  with  him  Abraham  Kennedy,  (an  active  young  man,)  to  take 
one  direction,  and  two  other  spies,  Clayton  and  Gee,  to  take  another 
direction,  and  so  to  pass  from  opposite  courses  around  the  Enolee,  or  Big 
Spring,  and  thus  contirm  or  disprove  the  report  of  Castleman. 

At  the  Spring,  (around  which  is  now  the  beautiful  town  of  IMurfrees- 
boro’,)  a friendly  (?)  Indian,  with  a few  associate  hunters,  had  fixed  his 
camp.  He  was  known  to  the  settlers  as  the  ‘HT.ack  Fox,’’  or  Enolee. 
Castleman  stated  that  his  camp  was  deserted.,  and  construed  this  as  an  in- 
dication of  danger.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  this  “ Old  Fox,”  and 
had  ‘-spied  him”  for  several  months,  during  which  he  had  camped  there, 
and  hunted  through  that  rich  section  of  country.  He  and  his  party,  it 
is  true,  were  camping  and  generally  hunting  upon  lands  recognized  by 
the  recent  treaties  as  Indian  territory,  but  they  were  daily  resorting  to  the 
settlements  to  sell  venison  and  skins.  Castleman  knew  that  the  Indian 
hunt  was  not  over  at  that  season.  Why,  then,  had  he  removed  ? And 
where  is  he  and  his  party  ? 

The  congratulations  from  Governor  Blount,  the  advice  to  take  spirits,” 
and  a slight  suspicion  that  had — had  seen  no  Indian,  but  had  smelled 

at  a cold  track,”  prevented  the  implicit  confidence  in  his  report,  which 
at  all  other  times  had  been  given.  This  induced  the  sending  out  of 
Rains  and  Kennedy,  and  of  Clayton  and  Gee. 

They  made  their  semicircular- routes.  Clayton  and  Gee  wnre  ensnared 
by  the  enemy,  and  killed.  Rains  and  Kennedy  returned  on  the  third 
day  by  Buchanan’s,  and  reportcil  to  the  pent-up  people,  “No  traces  of  an 
Indian  army  are  anywhere  to  be  seen  !” 

Now  several  diiys  had  passed  since  Castleman  had  reported  he  had 
discovered  the  trail  of  two  or  three  hundred  Indians.  His  reputation 
was  in  danger.  Some  of  the  people  were  incensed  at  his  conduct.  They, 
had  “deserted  their  homes,  their  crops,  their  cattle,  and  tied  like 
frightened  sheep,  because  a watch-dog  thought  he  smelled  someth ing 

Castleman  cleaned  his  gun,  the  faithful  ^^JJctsg/’  he  picked  his  flint, 
he  filled  his  powd(‘r-horn  afresh,  and  run  an  extra  number  of  bullets,  and 
said,  “I’m  going  over  to  Buchanan’s  to  see  the  enemy;”  meaning  his 
friends  tliero  who  complaiueil  of  the  alarm  and  trouble  he  had  occasioned. 

The  report  of  Captain  Rains  gave  much  satisfacti(Ui,  and  produced  a 
momentary  calm.  'The  people  were  thrown  oT  their  guaril;  the  troops 
which  had  been  ordered  to  march  to  meet  the  invading  hosts  returned  to 
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Nashville.  The  pleasant  news  from  the  Governor  now  arrived,  and  the 
soldiers  generally  were  dismissed  to  their  homes.  Kaiiis  also  retired  to 
his  station.  But  there  were  sentinels  near  the  stations,  and  spies  roaming 
the  woods. 

The  fresh  trails  of  Indians  were  discovered  approaching  Buchanan’s 
settlement.  Kunners  on  foot,  and  messengers  on  horseback,  were  again 
started  through  the  neighborhood  and  to  the  stations.  Captain  Rains 
was  the  nearest ; with  him  were  a few  marksmen.  But  before  any  men 
could  arrive  from  other  station.s,  and  even  before  Rains  and  his  five 
soldiers  reached  Buchanan’s,  the  Indians  had  made  the  attack,  attempted 
to  set  fire  to  the  block-house,  had  become  discouraged,  and  began  to 
retreat;  'Watts  having  been  wounded,  Kiachatalee  killed,  and  the  whole 
invading  force  making  great  haste  to  escape.  They  had  left  their  bravest 
warrior  dead  beneath  the  lookout  of  the  fort,  scorched  by  the  fire  which 
he  had  kindled,  and  continued  to  blow,  while  his  breath  lasted,  in  the  vain 
effort  to  burn  the  building  and  the  people  within.  They  had  left  other 
warriors  on  the  ground,  or  in  the  skirts  of  woods  near  by,  and  hastened 
away.  They  had  approached  slowly,  cautiously,  and  stealthily,  but  they 
fled  precipitately. 

General  Robertson  and  Captain  Rains  were  greatly  mortified  at  the  dis- 
trust in  the  report  of  Castleman — that  the  troops  had  been  so  hastily 
discharged,  and  no  force  ready  to  have  met  or  to  follow  the  enemy. 
They  apologized  to  Castleman,  and  hastened  to  summon  a force  o^  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  marched  in  pursuit.  They  followed  the 
trails  (for  the  Indians  retreated  in  two  companies)  as  fiir  as  Stewart’s 
Creek. 

Their  numbers  wore  ascertained  to  be  seven  hundred.  They  could  not 
be  overtaken.  These  troops  therefore  returned.  And  now  comes  the 
Governor’s  letter,  giving  notice  of  the  invading  army  having  crossed  the 
river,  and  in  which  letter  he  says,  “ The  danger  is  imminent ; delay  not  an 
hour.’^  Read  a day  too  late. 

Many  accounts  liave  been  given  of  the  attack  upon  Buchanan’s  Station, 
and  as  we  prefer  that  of  (jovernor  Blount,  we  shall  quote  it : 

‘‘  On  30th  September,  al,»out  midnight,  .lohn  Buchanan’s  Station,  four 
miles  south  of  Nashville,  (at  which  sundry  families  hail  collected,  and 
fifteen  gun-men,)  was  attacked  by  a party  of  (’reeks  and  Lower  Cherokees. 
supposed  to  consist  of  tliree  or  four  hundred.  Their  approach  was  sus- 
pected by  the  running  of  cattle  that  had  taken  fright  at  them,  and  upon 
examination  they  were  found  rapidly  advancing  within  ten  yards  of  the 
gate;  from  this  place  and  distance,  they  recciveil  the  fiI•.■^t  tiro  from  the 
man  who  discovered  them,  (John  McRory.)  They  immediately  returned 


i mr  ^ 


E 

oif.J  bcA.  Jb^tkiii  -troif.  »iCT- 

' " '^iljTi  V'  J'J  ’ ' w . ' » jp 

01  oftU  ^ .|!!!3^  ^ iwtiibloe 

ft!>i<|9  ^iw  ^«oo,c^44^  li/8^  ,0oUi»l®  «ii£ 


..,f^w«feoo,-9r 


*b  oiJT 

ataw  a'4);  iri^aiiirJ3[ 

a(ij4itj,/i3!’)  ■.fe«o?l4jt^a  ot  !>«:?(»  ix^SicM 

ow  « , ,»Tf oi 5k1  ^i>  ti»ji,i^;|l tir-ui  wtil ^ A k>:sv t/, , i iim  ^pw  ; 

StS  1*4  ^414 

a!i»'i8xil'  i'.'q4  rr^iMo*'  ■ 

oJ  ibtj«  ^bif^stMmvih  bijjt  o*  ^3«  o4 

J ihiU  ii*fl 

dfiuiv  ^"ik  ^di  id  ^4^,  rf:*,«a«atd  ''li’^|> 

nka  4>^,W  ^if 

T»dia  btsa  ](if.iibfm 

bfuligud- 

’I9fh  Itfd 

.^pfi■^t&ik...:^^:  -A,,  ,i^ttMttJi<fmKi  hs& 

^ib  ad|.  <*i8 

l^Ii-isiTJcf  ^ .©4* "'‘M/  toil’ ' 

.•{of^joa  «>,4s  woUoi  o4  10  aiml  ai| 

0iJj  If^nMbli  ^“odT  4*£#s?i£f<i;  Oa/feoii^^  fe«  jr«fltm  ii^  ^ 

i*rs$ffoiZ  -iU  s4i'  *' 

J . r t ..  , ■*  ..  1 * , .'a.  .^V.  . » - ,.  .«» 


l‘C4C  *x4  W*r,  ''4 

.6ii«, ■'•.xminr  v,t* 


vOll 

»4i  featf03$ 


yoo 


M'^hfjisd  mm  o^dm‘^^w^'4^  ihdt 

grti'yttJ  iT'Mim  ^ 


. /ifl  jofl  /4«d>.'  {ki^mmmid  4!!«.4W::iwi^ 

* ^ imSl  f ^.wM 


4i  .i!  rwjSjiSA* 


.uoiitflS  a’tfart«4oyE 

■ ; oiotrjj)  .Il'jjii^  g«  hm 

haUr  ^]h)99lJ^^h£d 

0CK|ii  l»^da«i''i^! 

!*  '49  ,ai^^w;^jsl,ii^^.;|^|i^  /^j^Miimiiw 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


395 


the  fire,  and  continued  a very  heavy  and  constant  firing  upon  the  station 
(block-houses,  surrounded  with  a stockade)  for  an  liour,  and  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss,  without  injuring  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the 
station.  During  the  whole  time  of  attack,  tlie  Indians  were  not  more 
distant  than  ten  yards  from  the  block-house,  and  ol'ten  in  large  numbers 
round  the  lower  walls,  attempting  to  put  fire  to  it.  One  ascended  the 
roof  with  a torch,  where  he  was  shot,  and,  falling  to  the  ground,  renewed 
* his  attempts  to  fire  the  bottom  log\s,  and  was  kiiled.  The  Indians  fired 
thirty  balls  through  a porthole  of  the  over-jutting,  which  lodged  in  the 
roof  in  the  circumference  of  a hat,  and  those  sticking  in  the  walls  on  the 
outside  were  very  numerous.  Upon  viewing  the  ground  next  morning, 
it  appeared  that  the  fellow  who  was  sliot  from  the  roof  was  a Cherokee 
half-breed  of  the  Ilunning  AAmter,  known  by  the  whites  by  the  name  of 
Tom  Tunbridge’s  stepson,  the  son  of  a French  woman  by  an  Indian;  and 
there  was  much  blood,  and  signs  that  many  dead  had  been  dragged  off, 
and  litters  having  been  made  to  carry  their  wounded  to  their  horses, 
which  had  been  left  a mile  from  the  station. 

‘^Xear  the  block-house  were  fouml  several  swords,  hatchets,  pipes, 
kettles,  and  budgets  of  different  Indian  articles ; one  of  the  swords  was  a 
fine  Spanish  blade,  and  richly  mounted  in  tlie  Spanish  fashion.  In  the 
morning  previous  to  the  attack,  Jonathan  (lee  and  Mr.  Clayton  were  sent 
out  as  spies,  and  on  the  ground,  among  other  articles  left  by  the  Indians, 
were  found  a handkerchief  and  a mocassin,  known  one  to  belong  to  Gee, 
and  the  other  to  Clayton.  Hence  it  is  supposed  they  are  killed.” 

John  Watts,  the  Cherokee  chief,  was  wounded.  Kiachatalee,  a daring 
warrior  of  Running  Water  town,  who  led  on  the  assault,  was  killed  in  the 
attempt  to  set  fire  to  the  station.  He  continued  to  blow  the  coals  after 
he  had  been  mortally  wounded,  and  to  cheer  on  his  followers. 

A considerable  number  of  Indians  were  mounted.  The  army  consisted 
of  Creeks,  Cherokees,  and  Shawnees,  led  on  by  their  best  braves,  and  were 
well  armed. 

That  they  should  have  been  so  long  in  the  territory,  approached  so 
closely  and  so  slowly,  have  ma^le  so  feeble  an  assault,  and  fled  so  precipi- 
tately, is  very  remarkable  indeed.  The  settlers  properly  attributed  it  to 
^^an  overruling  Providence:  God  had  conf.)unded  their  counsels.  The 
spirit  of  jealousy  and  distrust  was  at  work  among  chiefs  and  warriors.” 
They  were  .'^urprisoti,  also,  by  the  firing  of  the  cannon,  the  Little  Swivel.” 
There  were  but  fifteen  riflemen  in  the  station.  51  rs.  Ihichanan  and 
other  women  ranked  as  soldiers  on  this  occasion,  and  fired  repeatedly. 
Other  women  w'ere  engaged  in  moulding  bullets,  or  making  display 
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of  hats/’  to  induce  the  besiegers  to  believe  the  fort  to  be  “strongly 
maimed.”* 

The  Indians  some  years  after  acknowledged  that  they  were  surprised 
at  the  number  of  guns  fired  from  the  fort;  that  the  want  of  harmony 
among  themselves,  and  the  knowledge  that  their  presence  in  the  settle- 
ment had  aroused  the  whites ; that  they  had  discovered  where  the  troops 
had  recently  marched,  and  believed  them  yet  fully  organized  at  some 
point  in  the  settlement,  and  preparing  to  intercept  their  return,  and  the 
failure  to  begin  the  attack  until  daylight,  discouraged  them.  They 
deemed  it  best  to  retreat,  and  did  very  much  as  the  wicked  do,  when 
no  man  pursueth.” 

They  left  upon  the  ground,  guns,  swords,  tomahawks,  and  articles  of 
value  fully  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  besieged  for  their  expenditure  of 
powder  and  lead.  The  calmness  of  31rs.  Buchanan,  the  deliberation  with 
which  she  gave  directions  and  encouragement  to  others,  and  perfect  cool- 
ness in  tiring  her  musket,  were  ever  after  the  subject  of  remark  and  com- 
mendation. She  had  killed  buffalo  and  deer,  but  she  would  not  boast 
of  having  killed  an  Indian,  though  she  could  not  plead  innocent  of  the 
aim  and  intention.” 

This  effort  of  the  allied  forces  for  the  destruction  of  the  settlements, 
seems  to  have  exhausted  their  energies.  For  two  months  the  settlers 
here  were  undisturbed;  imh'cd,  it  seemed  like  a truce.  “ Strange  lulling 
of  the  stormy  waves  I”  sung  “ tlie  said  Hood.”  “ They  can’t  scalp  me  I” 

And  here  we  pause  in  our  narration  of  wai*s  and  murders  by  the 
Indians.  Occasionally  a hoi-se  was  stolen.  “They  can’t  help  that;  ’tis 
their  nature  too.” 

We  should  not  leave  the  impression  that  the  Indians  had  wholly  aban- 
doned the  war  : far  from  it;  they  were  prosecuting  it  with  fury  in  AVash- 
ington  District,  in  Western  Virginia,  and  in  Kentucky.  -And  we  doubt 
not  that  the  invaders  of  Cumberland  were  greatly  induced  to  return  from 
this  distant  region  to  defend  tlieir  own  country,  and  to  strengthen  other 


* The  expression,  “Show  your  hat  I”  was  very  common  and  significant  in  early 
times.  Whether  it  originated  from  in.stances  such  as  we  have  just  related,  or  from 
the  artifice  practiced  by  sple.s  wlien  they  sheltered  themselves  from  a savage  enemy 
behind  trees,  and  exposed  tlieir  “hats  without  head'j  in  them,”  to  draw  fire  from 
the  enemy,  and  thus  gain  an  advantage,  we  know  not.  Any  cunning  device,  any 
artifice  by  which  a por-oii  was  thrown  off  his  guard,  or  his  attention  diverted,  or 
means  or  effort.s  waued,  w.is  expre^'sed  by  saying,  “ He  was  killed  by  a show  of 
hats,”  “ contpier^-d  by  a show  of  hats.”  or  sucli  a man  triumphed  by  a show 
of  hat.s.” 
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expeclitioiis.  They  teared  the  tlireats  of  General  Sevier.  He  vas  now 
estahlLshinp:  his  head-quarters  at  the  junction  of  Clincli  ajid  Tennessee, 
or  “ South-west  Point.’'  From  that  position  he  could  watch  and  com- 
mand* very  extensive  regions  of  country,  and  the  very  best  crossings  and 
traces  of  the  Indians. 

Another  event  is  to  be  noted,  which  may  have  had  some  influence  in 
favor  of  ‘^our  stationers.”  It  was  about  this  period  tliat  the  fraud  by 
which  General  Bowles,  the  great  Director  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Creeks,” 
had  for  a time  obtained  distinction  and  power,'was  exposed,  and  the  na- 
tion drove  him  forth  as  an  impostor.  This  invading  force  had  lieard  of 
this.  ^IcGillivray  was  reinstated  in  office. 

Judge  Haywood  says,  “ The  Indians,  thougli  they  rioted  in  the  excess 
of  cruelty  against  the  people  of  Cumberland  and  Holston,  and  were  pre- 
paring to  bring  fresh  and  multiplied  misfortunes  upon  them,  were  viewed 
by  the  Government  of  the  Union  with  indifference,  and  not  even  with 
displeasure.  The  people  of  the  United  States  turned  a deaf  ear  to  the 
tale  of  suffering  anguish  which  the  western  people  never  ceased  to  utter. 
They  were  unwilling  to  incur  the  expenses  of  more  Indlaii  wars ; and 
they  held  all  that  could  be  said  upon  the  subject  ns  a threadbare  story, 
which  they  had  no  longer  the  patience  to  liear.  And  notwithstanding  the 
great  danger  to  wUich  the  people  'were  hourly  exposed,  the  Government 
was  inclined  to  dishand  the  militia  which  was  stationed  on  the  frontiers 
for  their  protection.” 

It  seems  that,  in  despite  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  it,  the  coalition  be- 
tween the  Creeks,  Chcrokees,  and  Shawnees  was  pretty  fully  estaldi.shed. 
During  this  year  Governor  Blount  had  many  communications  with  chiefs 
and  head-men  of  the  Cherokecs.  His  desire  was  to  indLice  them  to  join 
the  United  States  against  the  Shawnees ; but  to  all  his  messages,  verbal 
and  written,  they  manifested  not  only  reluctance,  but  indignation.  If  his 
application  had  been  to  make  war  against  the  Chickasaws,  their  answer 
would  have  been  different.  They  were  influenced  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Shawncse  emissaries.  Proof  was  accumulating  of  the  deceitful  and  un- 
friendly intermeddling  of  the  Spaniards.  AVe  have  stated  that  nm?t  of 
the  mischief  done  to  the  Cumberland  settlers,  before  and  since  the  actual 
declaration  of  war,  was  by  Creek  Indians.  This  tribe  of  Didians  had  no 
cause  of  quarrel  with  these  settlers.  The  distance  was  groat  between 
them.  The  Creeks  never  owned,  indeed,  never  set  up  a claim  to  any 
land  where  these  settlements  were  made.  The  war  here  was  therefore 
unprovoked  and  without  excuse. 


. • The  court-house,  jail,  and  ‘‘stocks,”  were  subject  to  “all  sorts  of  uses 
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and  abuses iusomiicli  tliat  the  Honorable  Justices  began  to  consider 
it  needful  for  their  own  re[/Utatioii,  for  the  dignity  of  justice,  and  for  *Me- 
cency’s  sake/’  to  put  the  ‘‘scat  of  justice  in  order.”  Tlie  “stocks”  had 
its  own  histenings,  the  jail  its  doors,  bolts,  and  bars,  but  the  court-liouse, 
“eighteen  feet  square — built  by  coihract  at  the  lowest  bid  at  vendue” — 
had  but  the  openings  cut  througli  the  logs,  for  doors  and  windows. 

The  first  settlers  were  always  for  “a  clear  show  and  a fitir  fight,”  and 
opposed  to  arguments  and  adjudications  with  “closed  doors.”  And  yet 
it  was  not  proper  that  the  courtdiouse  should  become  a stable.  There- 
fore the  Court 

“ Ord'*^  that  David  Hay  repair  the  Court-house,  by  making  tw^o  doors, 
well  fixed  and  hung,  with  three  window -shutters  well  hung;  and  the 
house  well  chinJeed,  sweeped,  washed  and  cleiinsed,  and  the  benches 
repaired.” 

Such  was  the  first,  the  primitive  court-house,  on  the  Public  Square  in 
Nashville.  'When  saplings  and  swinging  limbs  of  trees  became  inaccessi- 
ble, “everybody  hitched  his  horse”  to  the  court-house,  the  jail,  or  the 
whipping-post. 

The  persons  named  in  the  following  letter  will  justify  its  insertion 
entire,  or  so  far  as  the  individuals  alluded  to  are  concerned.  It  is  ad- 
dressed to  General  Hobertsoii  by  Governor  Blount: 

“Knoxville,  October  2Stli,  1702. 

“With  pleasure  I forward  the  commission  for  3Iajor  Tatum,  and 
recpiest  you  to  use  your  interest  with  him  to  induce  him  fo  accept  it. 
Public  service  requires  that  he  should. 

“ Can’t  you  contrive  for  liojj  to  resign,  and  I will  promote  Doncison, 
and  appoint  JacL'wn  second  3Iajor.” 

Captain  Donelson  did  become  Colonel,  and  Jackson,  ultimately,  “ Tfajor’’ 
General,  and  “ Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States.” 

For  a moment  we  tarn  away  from  military  officers,  to  look  after  other 
affairs  than  Indian  war>  and  ravages. 

In  this  Cumberland  rcLrion,  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  way 
of  improvements  of  farms  in  the  country,  or  houses  in  the  towns,  or  com- 
merce on  the  ri\  er,  or  reads  through  the  woods  ? 3ruch  had  been  done  to 
burn  off  the  cane  and  underurowth  ;•  forest  trees  were  “ girdled  and  dead- 
ened,” over  liundreds  of  acres  in  all  directions,  and  to  distances  \aryinj: 
from  four  to  six  miles  around  or  near  to  the  orijinol  stations.  These  were 
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the  beginiiings  of  plantations  and  fiirms,  which  in  time  have  become 
^‘cleared/’  fully  opened,  properly  enclosed,  and  highly  improved. 

The  crop  of  com  in  1792  was  abundant  and  sold  at  a handsome  profit. 
The  emigrants  who  arrived  this  year,  the  troops  and  friendly  Indians, 
created  a lively  demand. 

General  Robertson  had  authority  to  purchase  for  the  troops  and  for 
friendly  Indians,  and  to  supply  them,  to  a small  extent,  with  what  the 
Governor  had  pronounced  to  be  ‘Grifles,^^  ‘‘powder  and  lead.” 

On  2d  of  December,  he  is  requested  by  the  Governor  to  “purchase 
the  two  thousand  bushels  of  corn  at  McGavock’s.^^  This  corn  was  culti- 
vated and  gathered  upon  the  lands  north  of  the  French  Lick  Branch, 
(now  town  lots.) 

It  was  required  for  “our  friends,  the  Ghickasaws,^’  and  General  Robert- 
son engaged  to  have  it  delivered  to  them  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluff,  and  he 
paid  for  its  delivery  there. 

Upon  being  informed  of  this,  the  Governor,  perhaps  very  properly, 
remonstrated,  but  in  respectful  terms  : 

“If  they  have  corn  given  to  them,  surely  they  can  afford  to  carry  it 
down  the  river  themselves.  They  will  use  much  more  than  they  other- 
wise wmuld  do.  And  besides  all  this,  if  we  deliver  corn  at  the  doors  of 
/ the  Chickasaws,  we  shall  be  asked  to  do  tlie  same  for  Choctaws  I 
/ “Make  out  your  accounts  for  such  and  other  purchases,  as  ‘ Deputy 

Indian  Agent,’  and  not  in  your  character  as  ‘General;’  and  hereafter 
have  all  corn  you  purchase  for  the  Indians  delivered  at  your  own 
house.” 

The  few  families  occupying  the  fort,  and  the  less  than  a dozen  log- 
houses,  in  the  town  of  Nashville,  (not  enumerating  open  tents,)  had  their 
“patches  of  corn  and  vegetables’’  at  various  places  convenient.  The 
grinding  of  corn  was  done  at  Buchanan's  31  ill  on  Mill  Creek,  south  of 
the  town.  The  main  road  passing  through  the  town,  was  from  Freeland’s 
Station,  crossing  the  low  grounds  and  branch,  near  the  Sulphur  Spring, 
and  entering  the  Public  Square  at  the  north-west  corner,  thence  diago- 
nally toward  the  south-east  corner,  in  front  of  the  fort  or  station,  on  south 
about  3Iarket  street,  across  the  branch,  over  the  “Academy  lands,”  and 
to  Buchanan’s  31ill.  Another  road  was  opened  west  to  Johnson’s,  Dun- 
ham’s, and  the  neiMiboring  stations  ; another  path  led  off  south.  And 
so  there  were  a number  of  paths  to  the  various  settlements  and  improve- 
ments. Indeed,  with  exception  of  the  first  named,  the}’’  were  “by-ways” 
instead  of  “ high-w.ays.” 

The  months  of  October  and  November  were  passed  by  the  Cumber- 
land settlers  in  somewhat  an  unusual  exemption  from  Indian  disturb- 
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ances;  but  as  tlie  war  was  prosecuted  upon  other  western  settlements,  it 
was  not  wise  or  prudent  to  intermit  watchfubiess  or  neglect  the  defences. 
But,  as  if  to  convince  these  settlers  that  tliey  were  not  too  far  off  or  for- 
gotten by  the  savage  foe,  a party  of  Indians  entered  the  settlements 
about  the  hrst  of  Becember,  and  made  a very  bold  attack  upon  a party 
of  cavalry,  which  was  ranging  about  eight  miles  from  Nashville. 
They  killed  one  of  the  troopers,  and  routed  the  entire  party.  The 
attack  was  sudden  and  fierce,  and  the  whites  did  not  “stand  fire.”  In 
excuse  they  magnified  the  number  of  Indians  to  hundreds,  whereas 
there  were  but  a score.  “ Their  yells,”  no  doubt,  sounded  like  a 
thousand  devils”  to  ears  lyhich  had  never  heard  such  unearthly  sounds 
before. 

There  Vvas  but  one  person  killed  or  lost  in  this  attack.  His  name  was 
John  Hankins.  He  was  “ a poor  fellow,  half-witted,  who  would  never 
keep  in  time  or  in  his  place.”  In  the  retreat,  “ fool-like,”  he  turned 
round  and  pointed  an  empty  gun,  as  though  he  would  shoot  the  whole 
of  them.  He  was  killed,  scalped,  and  cut  to  pieces.  The  Indians  made 
no  further  pursuit. 

‘‘Give"  him  Hankins  I”  was  a very  common  expression.  In  Kentucky 
it  was,  “Give  him  Goss'”  These  bywords  were  probably  expressive  of 
opposite  characters  and  deeds. 

In  Kentucky,  Goss  was  a very  stout  man,  “who  could  whip  his 
weight  ten  times  over  in  wild-cats.”  Keep  out  of  his  way,  behave  your- 
self, or  “'youTl  get  Goss.” 

But  Hankins  was  “not  worth  shucks;”  as  they  throw  tubs  to  whales, 
and  meat  to  pursuiiig  wolves,  to  stay  their  stomachs  and  their  speed,  so 
“give  them  Hankins,”  and  we’ll  escape. 

This  little  troop  obtained  some  addition  to  their  numbers;  returned  to 
the  “battle-ground,”  as  one  of  them  unwittingly  and  unwittily  called  the 
place,  where  tlngy  never  even  faced  their  foe  or  stopped  to  return  the 
fire.  This  small  party  of  cavalry  consisted  mostly  of  “new  emigrants,” 
who  had  wished  to  enjoy  the  sport  of  an  “ Indian  hunt !”  If  we  were 
in  possession  of  the  miL^ter-roll,  and  could  name  every  individual  in  that 
party,  we  should  prefer  to  commit  it  to  the  flames. 

Sic  transit  (jloria  rqnit  am.'” 

The  horsemen  flt'd  on  the  4th  of  November,  1701,  though  their  com- 
mander, St.  Clair,  had  the  prestige  of  a revolutionary  reputation.  A 
little  s<[uad  of  horsemen  follow'od  their  example  on  the  7th  December, 
1702,  though  they  had  for  commander — ixjminis  vmhra. 

I'uring  rlie  month  of  December  the  Indians  committed  some  murders 
in  these  settlements,  and  “ stole,  many  horses  and  much  truck  and  lug- 
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gage.’’  Of  the  persons  killed,  we  should  mention  John  Haggard,  lie 
was  killed  about  six  miles  from  Nashville  ■ and  tlie  savages,  seemingly  in 
wanton  sport,  or  to  wreak  a terrible  vengeance,  shot  ticelv>’  halls  into  his 
body,  and  then  mutilated  him.  lie  had  been  a spy.  His  wife  had  been 
killed  a few  months  previous,  in  the  summer.  We  regard  it  as  probable 
that  Haggard  had  committed  some  acts  to  avenge  his  loss  and  bereave- 
ment ; and  now  the  Indians  riddled  him  and  chojiped  him. 

These  savages  seldom  marked  their  victims  with  peculiar  evidences  of 
brutality,  unless  there  had  been  some  real  or  supposed  grievance  and  pro 
vocation.  As  to  spies,  they  ever  formed  a distinct  class  of  enemies  ; and, 
whenever  they  could,  the  Indians  gave  unmistakable  tokens  of  hatred 
and  vengeance  towards  them.  Their  expressive  designation  of  spies  was, 
‘Hhe  eyes  and  the  ears,”  and  “the  watch-dogs,”  of  the  settlements. 
Therefore  they  plucked  out  their  eyes  and  cut  off  their  ears,  and  some- 
times, head  and  cars,  arms  and  legs. 

We  cannot  conclude  tiiis  chapter  without  a few  remarks  upon  the 
seeming  indifference  of  the  United  States  Government  to  the  suffering's 
of  these  remote  and  exposed  settlements.  Much  of  this  apathy  and 
deafness  to  the  cries  of  these  emigrants  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  (Knox,)  and  the  statements  made  to  him  by  3Ir.  Seagrove, 
United  States  Indian  Agent  among  the  Creeks.  The  interference,  com- 
plaints, and  misrepresentations  of  the  Spaniards  had  also  a very  consider- 
able influence.  That  the  Administration  of  Washington  was  enabled  to 
launch  the  great  ship  of  state,  when  the  waters  were  yet  troubled — to 
unfurl  the  “ Flag  of  the  Union,”  court  and  secure  the  favoring  gales 
which  have  since  so  prospered  us  in  our  national  voyage — is  cause  of 
thankfulness  to  a kind  and  superintending  Frovideiice. 

The  deep  policy  of  Spain,  (aided  much  by  the  opinions  of  France  in 
advocacy  of  her  pretensions,)  the  ignorance  of  the  true  character  and 
condition  of  western  settlements,  and  an  unjust  prejudice  against  them, 
account,  in  a great  measure,  for  the  little  credence  given  to  their  tales  of 
woe,  and  for  the  little  sympathy  felt  in  their  suffering's  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States. 

The  reports  made  by  Governor  IJlount,  and  the  representations  and 
petitions  of  the  people  in  these  remore  settlements,  were  too  much  over- 
looked. As  it  had  been  under  tlie  State  of  North  Carolina,  so  it  con- 
tinued to  be,  for  some  time,  under  the  General  ( lovernment. 

These  pioneers  were  regarded  as  a daring,  self-willed  set  of  adventurous 
land-pirates — ever  ready  to  set  up  for  themselves,  to  take  all  tliey  could 
get,  making  a pastime  of  war,  laughing  at  fea.r,  mocking  at  calamities, 
reckless  of  life,  and  would  be  extravagant  and  reckless  of  money — if  they 
26 
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had  it,  or  could  make  others  foot  the  bills.  Therefore,  as  tho  Old  Xorth. 
State  had  refused  appropriations  out  of  her  treasury,  so  should  the 
national  treasury  be  safely  guarded  and  exempted. 

Governor  Blount  was  called  upon  to  vindicate  their  character  and  his 
own  disbursements.  To  this  call  he  was  prompt  to  respond;  he  felt 
himself  competent  for  the  task ; he  undertook  it  cheerfully,  and  well 
sustained  himself  and  justified  his  constituents. 

\Ye  might  quote  largely  from  his  report.  It,  however,  more  properly 
belongs  to  the  “ Life  and  Services  of  William  Blount,”  which  we  hope 
may  erelong  be  published. 

“ King  Boyd”  used  to  tell  a verj"  good  story  of  one  of  Piomingo’s 
mountain  warriors.  Mingo  Multubbe  desired  some  ‘^Bald  Face,”  or  raw 
whiskey. 

How  much  ?” 

^‘Jug — you  fill  him — young  warrior — snake  bite  him — die  soon — 
whiskey  cure  him.” 

gallon  is  too  much.” 

‘^No — snake  very  big,”  replied  the  Indian,  as  he  marched  off  in 
triumph  with  the  liquor. 

They  never  killed  that  snake. 

We  could  name  several  prominent  citizens  whom  he  wnis  in  the  habit 
of  biting  in  those  early  times;  and  thousands  in  our  day  are  so  com- 
pletely “ charmed,”  that  they  would  rather  be  bit  than  not  bit.”  “ To 
be  cured  is  not  the  question.” 

The  satirical  remark  of  Lawyer  Douglas”  is  said  to  have  aroused  the 
Justices  of  Davidson  county  to  the  adoption  of  an  order  to  clean  out  the 
Court-house  : 

INIay  it  please  yOur  Honors  : It  is.  a rule  of  equity,  that  every  suitor 
shall  come  into  Court  with  a clean  shirt — narrative . 

Without  unnecessary  offence  to  the  majesty  of  law,  the  ermine  of  the 
Judges,  or  purity  of  anybody,  I defy  suitor  or  advocate,  much  more 
the  Honorable  Court,  to  maintain  pure  thoughts  and  white  linen  in  such 
a sheepfold  and  pig-sty  !” 

This  cleansing”  was  not  let  out  at  ^'Public  VendueA  but  David 
Hays  was  to  attend  to  it,  and  to  see  to  it  that  batten  doors 

and  batten  windows,  “on  their  wooden  hinges  turning,”  should  be  “'well 
fixed  and  hung.” 

Nowq  the  man  who,  with  his  brother,  could  start  a town  but  six  miles 
off,  and  around  it  gather  attractions  which  for  years  had  well-nigh 
absorbed  our  rising  city,  must  have  felt  himself  a little  embarrassed, 
perhaps  indignaut,  at  such  an  order. 
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But  in  ^^Hajsboro”  tliey  never  had  a ^^court-house,  a jail,  or  pair  of 
stocks,’’  although  many  persons  believed  it  the  fittencst  place,  and  most 
needed  there,  of  any  they  had  ever  seen.” 

Since  the  construction  of  a Macadamized  road  and  a railroad  from  Nash- 
ville to  Gallatin,  Colonel  Hays’  town  has  become  a miserable 
fuitr 


- - A 

0Q|,  ,ai8iiaif^4  4it  sr:j<Tft^l<  to 

% xifiq  10  M ^ ,iwiP04-woi»  '*  x ^ W'ja  ^ 4 

icom  fc0ii  oilb  a hM^4  «hkhi>i 

• »'•  V Vt!  tf  ' *«,  l.^,f  W,hrf4  »»••«»  A^ikiti  tWtnfMSn 


^iir^  to?t  Ifo  |Mdi!i  bitbosoi  ,, 

-a.asK  Jftoa’l  hfioilki  A !>ii4i'iiC»i  lA^ialawifedr^uM  A *10  xi.okl^iswo  o4'^  , : ,;;>•■ 

A>Mi\V^  oI44*coeii{tt  a nnoi  l^flaloO  ^mJftj|cO'o4  »tli7 


*'4*»\  > 


4:  <4\ 


,U<,'U'^<‘. 

■A 


: -r'  ■ ■-  "' 

•■■  ■wt'i  'i''''  ' ■'  " ' * ' ' ' '■ 


..  #■ 


,..0?:5wiiS»'  ■ ' ' y 'IWif 


■iv:.  y . ■'  ■','  •■i.^'’'"V;::;^f^^'^‘')^V  '^'  ' ' ; ; \'- 

;.  V.,  ,r^xK<,  , . . w/ V 

'AAAA^i^k  jAAr::^  ^ 


'.m 


' 'U^ 


.:>:r 


'A:  'A^AAKA^-  AA^ 


. jS 


( sf'lM  J 

u. 


*’i|, "';■/*«? 


■ -ii''.,,  " '.!'■  ■:  ■ ' 


404 


niSTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


CHAPTER  XXIY. 

1793. 

This  second  Cherokee  war  now  increases  in  fierceness  and  destruction. 
This  is  a year  of  havoc.  The  little  republic  upon  Cumberland,  though 
long  accustomed  to  sufferings,  blood,  and  carnage,  and  placed  where  she 
must  contend  with  savage  foes  in  warfiire,  has  also  to  contend  with 
civilized  in  diplomacy.  The  position  so  long  occupied  by  these  “ small 
estates”  on  Cumberland,  had  accustomed  General  Robertson  and  others 
to  many  of  the  intrigues  and  artifices  of  “ state  craft,”  as  well  as  to  the 
cunning  and  cruelty  of  savage  war. 

As  yet,  no  year  of  peace  had  been  enjoyed.  Longer  than  the  siege  of 
Troy,  has  already  been  the  siege  of  Cumberland.  iMany  as  have  been 
the  murdered,  and  horrible  as  have  been,  the  scenes  of  blood,  the 
appetite  of  the  foe  is  not  satisfifil,  the  thirst  for  blood  is  ravening  still. 

It  is  under  such  circumstances,  and  the  certainty  of  their  increase 
this  year,  that  “the  Governor  of  Virginia,”  says  Haywood,  “must  take 
it  into  his  head  to  trouble  Governor  Blount”  about  a little  tape-string 
of  land,  which  that  State  claimed  south  of  the  Henderson  line;  “'as  if 
Governor  Blount  and  this  people  were  lying  on  a hed  of  roses — had 
abundant  leisure  on  their  hands,  and  could  indulge  in  recreations.” 

Some  years  previous  there  was  occasional  leisure  to  plant  roses,  and 
a momentary  but  delii.-^ive  hope  that  those  who  thus  indulged  their  taste 
for  embellishments  and  fragrance,  might  live  to  enjoy,  in  safety  and 
leisure,  some  gratification  for  all  their  toils  and  care.  The  time  had 
been  when  gayety,  balls,  and  clubs  were  known,  and  the  Indian  war-whoop, 
arrow,  tomahawk,  and  musket  caused  but  slight  emotion  and  interruption. 
Indian  wars  had  long  been  intermingled  in  their  labors  and  divertisse- 
ments; but  now,  the  threatening  and  the  preparations  of  the  Indians 
announced  an  incroa.'e  of  the  havoc,  and  with  more  and  better  guns  than 
were  usually  found  in  tlie  hands  of  savages.  The  Spaniards  had  given 
to  Creeks  and  Cheritki-es  fresh  and  large  supplies  of  all  the  incentives 
and  implements  for  havoc. 
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Before  resuming  our  usual  and  sad  narrative,  we  trust  we  may  be  ex- 
cused fitVriu  drawing  in  a small  “nook  and  line,’^  wliicdi  was,  some  time 
since,  tlirown  out.  Perhaps  there  may  be  something  on  it. 

The  little  town  of  Nashville,  hitherto  “ fenced  in”  to  keep  out  Indians, 
buffalo,  and  other  wild  beasts,  receives  some  attention  from  the  Honorable 
Quarter  Sessions  Court,  which  appointed  “Genl.  l)anl.  Smith.  Thos. 
Molloy,  and  elas.  Mulherrin,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  re-survey  the  land 
laid  off  for  the  town  of  Nashville,  the  Academy  land,  and  the  public 
laud  belonging  to  John  McNairy,  Esep,  adjoining  the  French  Lick.”  . 

The  Academy  had  a “ two-forty”  on  the  south  of  the  town,  and  a “six- 
forty”  at  Grasper’s  Lick;  the  town  had  its  “two-forty,”  but  how  many 
“John  McNairy,  Esq.,”  had,  is  none  of  our  concern,  any  further  than 
'this,  to  admit  that  his  Honor  was  a very  good  Judge — of  lands.  He  has 
long  since  departed,  a learned,  diligent,  and  true-hearted  Federalist,  and 
Federal  officer;  his  lands  have  descended  to  his  children  and  children’s 
children.  And  “the  Judge’s  Spring,”  a fresh  fountain  of  purest  water 
in  his  day,  flows  undiminished  for  the  use  of  the  towm,  near  the  French 
Lick. 

In  East  Tennessee  they  w'ere  favored  wuth  the  circulation  of  tliat 
“signal”  little  sheet,  “'The  Knoxville  Gazette,”  now  actually  published 
in  the  town  of  Knoxville,  and  not,  as  it  was  at  first,  in  the  town  of  Rogers- 
ville.  Besides  the  distinction  of  having  the  ne^wspaper,  Knoxville  was 
the  seat  of  Government,  Governor  Blount  was  there,  and  General  Sevier 
just  across  the  river;  but  the  town,  like  ours,  was  in  the  woods.  People 
here,  as  in  olden  time,  received  the  wmrd  of  the  law  and  the  word  of 
news  “at  the  mouth,”  by  the  living  messenger. 

The  faithful  Clerk  of  the  County  recorded  many  of  the  incidents  of  the 
day  occurring  in  this  region ; and  our  little  hook  and  line  bring  up  the 
following : 

“Whereas,  in  an  affray  that  happened  on  the  second  day  of  September, 
1793,  between  Wm.  Pillows  and  Abram  Denton,  in  fighting,  the  said 
Pillow's  hit  of  the  iiper  eend  of  DeiRon’s  right  year,  upon  wliich  s'^  Pillows 
come  into  open  court  together  with  Abram  Denton,  and  the  s'^  Pillows 
opeti  declared  that  he  bit  of  his  year  aforesaid,  without  any  intention  of 
injur inj  s'*  Denton.” 

That  is  the  whole  of  the  entry,  and  seems  to  have  been  placed  there 
in  2^^^npetuam  rei  menioriam,  and,  therefore,  by  the  historian  is  not  to 
be  overlooked.  Under  an  old  law  of  Nortli  Carolina,  the  act  of  maiming 
was  a penal  offence,  for  which  I’illt'nv.s  might  luive  been  punished.  But 
we  judge  that  there  was  a greater  desire  to  have  this  “affray”  put  on 
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record,  to  save  Denton  from  ever  being  charged  as  having  been  ‘‘ croj^ped'^ 
for.  ohences  under  another  old  law.  These  evidently  were  old  citizens, 
old  soldiers,  and  old  friends;  Denton  had  his  ‘^statioif’  not  far  from 
town,  and  Ihllows  “circulated  promiscuously.’’  "We  presume  they  had 
been  to  the  “Eed  Heifer’’  and  “embraced  this  opportunity  and  each 
other,”  as  many  did  in  'U'estcrn  Pennsylvania  in  the  whiskey  insurrec- 
tion the  year  following.  Dut  this  was  a small  affair  and  easily  adjusted, 
particularly  as  the  records  say  there  was  “no  intention  to  injure.” 

Governor  Blount  sometimes  thought  the  Indians  had  “no  intention  to 
injure”  aiip  more;  and  the  (.leiieral  Government  had  long  since  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  they  never  had  injured  the  settlers  very  much. 
At  least,  such  was  the  impre.ssion  produced  here  by  so  long  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  their  cries,  and  jicgloet  to  send  them. help  and  means  of  de- 
fence. As  to  the  disposition  of  the  Cherokees  since  their  open  decla- 
ration of  war,  the  Governor  certainly  cherished  strangely  favorable 
sentiments. 

On  the  5th  January  he  wrote  to  General  Bobertson,  and  enclosed  an 
order  for  the  discharge  of  3Iajor  Sharpe’s  troops : “You  must  keep  down 
the  expenses.  This  is  the  constant  injunction  from  Philadelphia.” 

The  people  of  Cumberland  were  used  to  such  a cry,  coming  from  a 
distance  beyond  the  mountains.  When  a part  of  Xorth  Carolina,  and 
their  lives  in  danger  at  every  step  tliey  took,  if  there  was  the  least  inti- 
mation of  a demand  upon  the  treasury,  the  reply  was  sure  to  come, 
“Don’t  call  for  money;  you  need  not  ask  for  any  measure  which  will 
add  further  burden  to  the  kState.  And  so  now : you  have  placed  your- 
selves in  a position  of  great  danger,  and  you  must  fight  it  out.  The 
treasury  cannot  bo  oppressed  to  help  you !” 

The  Governor  says,  “To  supply  the  place  of  Sharpe’s  brigade,  you  may 
organize  o.  company  of  Infantry  and  eighteen  horsemen!  but  neither 
with  nor  without  your  orders  must  they  pass  the  Indian  boundary,  unless 
in  pursuit  of  Indian.-^  who  have  committed  murders  or  stolen  horses; 
and  for  such  pursuits  they  must  have  your  orders.  And  all  your  military 
orders  must  be  in  writing  I”  Take  a v:ide  sweep,  as  in  a circus! 

He  says,  indeed,  tliat  these  restrictive  orders  are  in  conformity  to 
those  from  head-quarters ; and  yet  he  hopes  for  peace,  when  there  is 
only  war. 

On  the  8th  he  writes,  that  in  a few  days  he  should  have  a meeting 
with  the  Indians  at  South-west  Point,  “after  which  he  expected  there 
would  be  profound  pearr”  And  on  the  same  day  he  informs  General 
Robertson  that  he  had  ili;  charged  the  troops  in  East  Tennessee,  “retain- 
ing only  one  company  of  infantry  and  twenty-five  cavalry  of  General 
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Sevier’s  brigade,  to  be  stationed  at  Soiitli-west  Point.”  And  thus  tbe 
country  was  left  in  quite  a defenceless  condition. 

There  seemed  a combination  of  inuucnces  within  the  United  States 
against  affording  aid  in  men  or  money  to  these  besieged  settlements.  The 
Treasury  Pepartmeiit  greatly  dreaded  expenditures  here.  The  AVar  De- 
partment was  making  preparations  for  another  grand  army  in  the  North- 
western Territory.  The  Department  of  State  watched  with  keenest  eye 
our  foreign  and  domestic  affairs,  and  was  exceedingly  distrustful  of  and 
opposed  to  every  appropriation  and  measure  which  might  embarrass 
negotiations  then  pending,  or  accumulate  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such 
as  it  w'as  desired  to  engage  in  at  some  not  very  distant  day. 

The  Administration,  it  is  true,  had  its  purpose  of  not  only  securing 
the  navigation  of  the  3Iississippi,  but  of  the  river  itself,  its  thousands  of 
miles  of  tributary  streams,  and  of  all  the  unexplored  and  unmeasured 
territories  thereon.  England  yet  encouraged  the  Indian  warriors  to 
disturb  the  settlements  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  Spain  persisted  in 
the  same  practices  wnth  the  tribes  at  the  South.  The  strength  of  those 
warlike  nations  was  in  the  South,  and  they  made  it  to  be  felt  by  the 
people  of  Cumberland.  The  Sovereigns  examined  the  map  of  America 
to  see  the  position  of  the  ‘‘nest  of  Americans  on  Cumberland they 
wished  to  know'  if  these  were  ‘^refugees  from  justice  or  absconding 
debtors/’  wdio  had  sought  a hiding-place  in  the  wnlderuess /’  whether 
these  men  were  truly  attached  to  republican  principles  and  democratic 
institutions ; wUether  they  could  not  be  tampered  with,  dealt  with, 
intrigued  with  ; wdiether  flattery  would  win  them,  gold  would  bribe  them, 
lands  elsewhere  would  suit  them;  whether  threats  would  alarm  them,  and 
suffering's  break  their  hearts. 

There  w'cre  emissaries  in  the  settlements  wdio  found  turbulent  spirits, 
many  real  causes  of  complaint,  and  an  abundance  of  material  heated  and 
ready  for  a flame;  but  it  was  easy  to  learn  that  in  whatsoever  explosion 
should  occur,  the  prayer  and  purpose  was  that  destruction  might  fail 
upon  the  Indians  and  the  Spaniards  towards  the  South,  the  English  and 
the  Indians  towards  the  North. 

Politicians,  statesman,  and  chief  executive  officers  inquired  into  the 
condition  of  this  people,  seven  thousand  in  all,  (men,  women,  children, 
and  servants,)  endiirimg  the  “couHict  of  ages,”  famine  and  bloody 
murder:  nine-tenths  of  the  earliest  settlers  de.stroyed  in  fierce  protracted 
war;  the  noblest  heroes  shot  down  by  .secret  murderers,  and  llobert.son 
yet  spared,  around  whom  the  new,  the  <laring,  and  the  true-hearted 
emigrants  cluster,  to  beseecli  him  to  lead  them  forth  to  hunt  and  destroy 
the  foe.  He  let  them  know  that  in  his  heart  tlierc  was  sadness  and 
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sorrow  for  the  dead,  there  was  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  and  the 
afflicted,  and  a deep  sentiment  of  gratitude  to  all  these  new  emigrants. 
And  yet  he  could  not  give  his'  aid  or  sanction  to  a violation  of  treaties 
made  with  even  such  faitliloss  murderers  ; nor  disobedience  to  the  orders 
of  superiors.  He  had  much  love  for  General  Washington,  and  some 
confidence  that  there  were  good  political  and  diplomatic  reasons  why  a 
war  should  not  be  carried  into  the  homes  of  the  savages.  Let  us  not 
drive  them  into  a united  warfare,  and  by  no  means  into  closer  intimacy 
with  the  Spaniards.  Tlie  French  Revolution  will  cause  Spain  more 
trouble  at  home  than  will  be  pleasant.  The  number  of  Spaniards  here  is 
small;  the  Indians  will,  erelong,  of  this  be  convinced,  and  they  will 
never  fiiil  to  join  the  natioti  that  has  the  strength,  and  best  supplies  their 
wants.  Our  Government  will  shortly  satisfy  them  upon  these  points. 
Our  lot  is  a hard  one,  but  let  us  abide  in  it. 

For  the  first  time  politics  were  vrarmly  discussed  upon  the  Cumberland. 
But  there  were  too  frequent  occurrences  of  Indian  murders  and  thefts  to 
allow  any  other  topic  to  absorb  attention;  for  it  will  be  seen  in  the  sum- 
ming up  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  captives,  and  thefts  of  the  year,  that 
these  outrages  continued  from  beginning  to  the  end. 

At  this  juncture  the  “ Spaniards  gave  umbrage  to  the  Creeks,”  by 
giving  aid  to  the  collection  of  debts  and  reclamation  of  property  which 
refugee  tories  and  thieves  had  taken  into  their  nation ; sustaining  the 
favorite  traders,  IMcGirt  and  Pan  ton,  in  their  speculation  in  property  and 
recovery  of  debts.  Agents  of  the  United  States  assured  them  of  very 
friendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of  our  Government. 

Another  favoring  coincidence  was  the  arrival  in  our  country  of  that 
rabid  red-republican,  (hmet,  a man  alike  destitute  of  wisdom,  prudence, 
and  politene.ss,  who  knew  not  Washington  or  the  American  people;  who 
could  insult  both,  and  set  about  the  organizing  of  Jacobin  societies  and 
military  companies  within  our  own  territory,  to  make  war  upon  a nation 
with  which  we  were  at  peace,  (although  she  deserved  war  at  our 
hands.) 

Fortunately,  the  Spaniards  apprehended  mucli  danger  from  this  French 
influence  and  movement,  and,  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  United 
States,  promised  their  be,-t  extuTions  to  induce  Creeks  and  Cherokees  and 
others  to  be  at  peace.  They  dreaded  very  much  an  invasion  of  Spanish 
territory  on  the  Mi.'sissippi,  by  people  from  Kentucky  and  Cuiiiberland. 
They  also  feared  that  these  .same  Cumberlamlers,  ( whom  they  had  for  so 
Diany  years  .souglit  to  exterminate,)  now,  having,  as  was  reporterl.  fully  one 
thou.'<and  able-bodied  men  who  were  good  marksmen,  were  about  to 
accept  aid  from  those  same  Kentuckians  or  Virginians,  and,  cutting  their 
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Tray  through  the  Indian  nations^  attack  and  capture  the  Spanish  tovrn  of 
Mobile,  and  other  towns. 

Catching  up  the  language  or  soubriquet  used  by  some  of  the  Cherokee 
chiefs  in  their  joint  letter  of  complaint  to  the  Baron  de  Carondeler,  this 
noble  and  learned  Baron,  with  other  Spanish  officers  and  agents,  in  tre- 
pidation, address  our  Government  upon  the  dangers  to  which  th^ir  allies 
(the  Indians)  and  the  Sfauisli  settlements  are  exposed  ; and,  as  though 
they  knew  no  other  title  for  him,  they  complain  of  a cerfaui  Kobertsou, 
who,  with  his  companions,  coming  upon  the  Cumberland  s^crctlj/,  had 
taken  2)osscssion  This  haughty  Baron  and  his  officers  at  the  Spanish 
posts  could  not  only  intrigue  with  Indians,  but  could  encourage  and 
listen  to  their  complaints,  justify  tliem,  stir  them  up  to  iil-blood  ; ■•pro- 
mise and  give  guns,  swords,  saddles,  blankets,  powder,  lead,,  hatchets;”’ 
promise,  but  vat  glee  them  protection,  or  a restoration  of  their  lands. 
This  same  haughty  Spaniard  couM  ignore  the  title  of  General  BolxTtson; 
and  yet  he,  Gayoso,  Portell,  Mero,  Be  Villemont,  and  others,  could 
humbly  crave  his  good  offices,  and  hold  correspondence  with  him  as  the 
acknowledged  head  and  representative  of  a political  society  and  Govern- 
ment they  had  long  dreaded,  ‘hi  certain  Robertson,”  indeed  1 

General  Robertson,  and  these  ••Three  Estates  of  Cumberland,”  are 
drawn  into  prominence  by  Gardoqui,  ('aromlelet,  and  Dons  without  num- 
ber, who  finally  attempt  to  justify  their  wicked  interference  by  reference 
to  a treaty  which  their  nation  had  made  ten  years  previously  with  tlie 
Creeks,  in  which,  “ forasmuch  as  the  Creeks  acknowledged  his  Catlnlie 
Majesty  for  their  only  sovereign  and  protector,  his  iMajesty  had  nerved 
and  felt  bound  to  protect  them  directly  and  indirectly;  especially  by 
furnishing  them  with  goods,  arms,  and  (Uher  needed  articles.” 

This  acknowledgment  now  extorted  fr(un  Cardequi,  was  a confe;-ion 
of  wickedness  that  had  long  been  suspected  by  our  Government,  and  by 
none  more  early  than  by  General  Robertson.  He  had  often  used  the 
expression,  The  hand  of  Provi'lence  is  in  it  I”  and  he  took  shelter  and 
consolation  under  this  conviction  n<»t  only  in  the  midst  of  greatest  aifiic- 
tions,  but  when  the  night  of  despair  seemed  to  shut  down  in  horrors 
around  the  settlements. 

It  would  extend  this  chapter  to  an  unrensonabh'  length,  were  we  to 
introduce  a notice  of  the  policy  and  diplomatic  corrc'-jK.ndenee  of  our 
Government  in  relation  to  the  Cuinborlaml  settlements,  and  of  the  p><i- 
tions  which  were  assumed  and  points  arirued.  'fhe  n‘>ult  was,  the 
Jlrafion  of  (ittnern!  Rohertson,  of  the  p(‘"(’le  on  the  ( hnnherlaml.  the 
acknowledgmeiit  i>f  our  rights,  the  elevation  of  the  dignity  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  of  the  character  of  American  citizens;  and  final  peace, 
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in  the  humiliation  of  tlie  Indians,  the  repulse  of  the  schemes  of  Spain, 
England,  and  France,  and  illustrating  of  the  ways  of  Providence  in  this 
portion  of  the  Western  Continent. 

But  as,  in  this  sketch  of  dealings  between  our  General  Government 
and  other  great  nations,  thougli  originating  with  or  relating  in  some 
degree  to  affairs  and  people  in  this  then  isolated  colony  in  the  woods,  we 
have  glanced  through  the  year,  it  is  now  out  purpose  to  resume  our 
especial  narrative  of  wliat  was  done  and  suffered  here. 

AVe  have  designed  this  cliapter  to  bo  rather  introductory  to  the  more 
immediate  histoiy  of  the  stations  and  settlements  during  the  year  1793; 
at  the  same  time  presenting  a few  incidents  by  way  of  eiiterffiinment,  as 
well  as  for  instruction  and  elucidation. 

The  “Academy’^  gave  hopus  of.,  becoming  a permanent  institution. 
Distinguished  men  manifested  interest  in  its  character  and  success. 
“ Mr.  President'’  had  applied  to  the  County  Court  and  procured  license 
to  establish  a ferry  across  the  Cumberland,  and  it  was  leased  this  year  for 
one  hundred  dollars  ! . 

General  Smith  said  to  General  Jackson,  ^Hhat  is  enough  to  pay  the 
passages  of  all  the  Trustees  across  the  river  Styx.”  ‘‘  I want  but  one 
stick  to  make  my  way,”  replied  the  then  young  Hickory. 

There  were  no  less  than  three  Generals  in  the  original  Board  of  Trus- 
tees— Piobertson,  Smith,  and  AVilliamson,  and  three  Colonels,  Polk, 
Bled.soe,  and  Hays.  And  now.  Colonel  AVilliam  Polk  having  removed, 

Mr.  Andrew  Jackson”  is  elected  his  successor. 

A ride  of  six  miles  to  ‘‘ Spring  Hill,”  crossing  the  river  morning  and 
evening,  is  considered  “ rather  inconvenient,”  and  the  school  ought  to 
be  moved  to  town.” 

The  description  given  by  some  of  the  boys  of  that  day,”  of  their 
equipments  for  school;  tlie  races,  going  and  coming,  the  actual  verifica- 
tion of  the  ^^  Tifjjye,  tu  patuha  rccubans  sub  tegmine  fagif’  and  of  tlie 
patriotic  remark  of  “ the  Parson,”  their  preceptor  : “ Boys,  your  fathers 
never  deserted  their  country,  and  you  will  never  say  ^patriam  fugimus  or 
^ linquimiis/  ” following  up  the  (pmtation  from  Virgil,  is  natural  and  simple. 

AA"e  were  bare-footed  or  moccasined,  with  linsey  pant^  and  hunting- 
shirts,  and  if  we  had  on  another  shirt  uiuler  that,  it  was  of  tow-linen, 
with  shives  enouglt  all  thnuiL'-h  it  to  justify  our  exemption  from  any 
worse  kind  of  hackling;  though  it  did  not  always  avail  us.  . . I have 

seen  lots  of  broken  liml»s  and  stumj/s  of  switches  in  my  day.  AVhen  we 
used  to  go  tlirounh  ‘scufi  ’ and  on  the  ‘ road  to  Buchanan’s  Mill,’  up  to 
‘ tlie  Academy,’  wc  talked  of  college,  of  pro^es^ions  and  politics,  and  the 
girls,  and  wrote  poetry  on  paper,  and  carved  names  on  trees.  . . One 
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thiDg  we  did,  we  took  good  care  of  our  books,  and  drove  the  cows  home 
after  we  were  dismissed  from  school.  On  Saturdays  we  used  to  think 
ourselves  ^set  up,’  when  astraddle  of  a bag  of  corn  going  to  Buchanan’s 
Mill,  to  catch  fish  and  swim  in  the  pond,  bring  home  the  bag  of  meal 
and  a string  of  fisli ; have  our  backs  greased  with  cream,  wliere  they 
had  been  blistered  by  the  sun,  when  we  were  in  a-swimming  in  the  creek. 
Then  the  shives  hurt  some,  but  we  didn’t  mind  it — we  were  growing,  and 

soon  got  well.” — Conversations  of  E II . 

There  was'  another  mill  in  the  opposite  direction,  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river.  It  -was  a very  good  mill,  considcrintjE  It  was  on 
White’s  Creek,  and  belonged  to  “ the  prosperous  old  Dutchman,  Frede- 
rick Stump.  Mr.  Stump  was  not  satisfied  with  the  legal  or  established 
rate  of  toll  for  grinding  corn,  and  therefore  helped  himself  to  a little  more 
than  the  law  allowed  or  customers  ajap roved. 

Here  is  the  record  of  the  result : 

October  Term,  1793. — Frederick  Stump  fined  1*^  jyajjer  mo7iey,  for 
taking  the  sixth  part  of  corn  ground  at  his  mill,  as  toll. — 1*^.” 

That  wasn’t  much  of  a fine,  but  it  was  pretty  much  of  a lesson. 

In  the  same  report  of  Fines  received  by  Andrew  Ewing,  Clerk,”  and 
accounted  for  to  the  treasury,  may  be  seen  several  instances  of  the  “25s. 
fine”  under  the  old  act  of  1741.  “ Morinonism  could  not  be  counte- 
nanced here  by  the  decent  portion  of  society,  in  no  way  they  could  fix  it.” 
Some  of  the  penalties  are  made  “ payable  in  hard  money,”  but  usually 
in  “ paper  money,”  or  “ proc.” 
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CHAP  T E R X X V. 

1793. 

As  we  mentioned  near  the  opening  of  the  first  chapter  of  this  year, 
the  Governor  entertained  so  favorable  an  opinion  of  the  pacific  disposi- 
tion of  the  Cherokees,  that  he,  on  the  8th  of  January,  dismissed  most 
of  the  troops  under  Generals  Sevier  and  Robertson,  and  inviied  the 
chiefs  to  another  friendly  conference  at  South-west  Point,  17th  of  April. 

The  Indians  smiled  at  his  credulity,  and  rejoiced  at  the  clear  paths 
they  would  have  to  ‘^gather  hair  and  steal  horses  id  est,  ‘‘take  scalps, 
and  run  with  six  legs.” 

Watts  had  for  some  time  fallen  into  disgrace,  or,  at  least,  lost  some  of 
his  popularity  among  his  tribe.  His  participation  in  the  attack  on  Buch- 
anan’s Station,  and  its  failure — notwithstanding  the  two  wounds  he  there 
received — seems  to  have  been  the  cause  of  this  diminution  of  aiuhoriry. 
Ilis  people,  for  a time,  deserted  him  in  reality  or  in  pretence.  They  said 
they  were  afraid  the  white  people  would  come  and  destroy  their  town,  in 
retaliation  for  what  Watts  had  done;  that  the  speech  which  was  re- 
ported to  them  as  having  been  made  by  General  Robertson,  was  not  an 
unmeaning  speech — that  ‘‘  he  would  come  suddenly  and  destroy  them  and 
their  town.”  They  urged  \\Atts,  or  else  it  was  his  own  cunning  policy, 
to  make  humble  contession  of  the  error  and  wrong  he  had  committed. 
He  did  so.  To  comfort  him,  and  to  confirm  him  and  his  people  in  g'xrd 
resolutions,  the  Governor,  in  February,  sent  'Watts  and  Tafniskee  and  the 
Glass  a number  of  presents;  and  “cast  his  pearls  bef.u’e  swine.” 

The  game  of  “ kill  ami  steal”  was  soon  renewed,  not  only  in  Ea.-t  Ten- 
nessee, but  among  our  alfiicted  settlers  on  the  Cumberland.  The  number 
of  killed  ill  3Iero  District  this  year  was  at  lea.^t  fifty.  The  accounts  ; ary 
from  forty-nine  up  to  sevtmty-ninc.  And  if  we  take  the  names  given  by 
Haywood,  whiidi  are  near  tlio  lowest  number,  ami  then  make  only  a 
moderate  allowance  where  he  mentions  rntirr.  families  killed — s’uh.  for 
instance,  as  that  of  the  ^Vid(•w  Baker  and  all  her  family  except  two, 
wliicli  was  a namerons  houstdmld” — “many  persons  were  kilb'd  in  >uiu- 
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ner  county,  whose  names  arc  not  remembcrecr’ — and  twenty  persons 
were  killed  between  the  20th  of  May  and  13th  August,’’  we  cannot 
much  hesitate  to  adopt  the  higher  estimate.  An  awtul  account  of  mur- 
dered persons  is  this,  and  the  wounded  enumerated  are  fourteen  ! But  we 
will  be  more  definite. 

Early  in  January  Mr.  Gower  was  mortally  wounded  on  White’s  Creek, 
yet  he  escaped  to  Hickman's  Station.  Two  of  this  family  had  been  killed 
a dozen  years  ago.  On  the  same  day  another  person  was  wounde’d  near 
the  river  several  miles  below  Nashville.  A party  of  Indians  were  pur- 
sued .from  the  neighborhood  of  Bledsoe’s  Station.  They  had  stolen 
horses,  on  which  they  efiected  their  escape,  but  dropped  some  guns  and 
plunder. 

' January  16th.  Mr.  Hugh  Tenin  was  killed  when  at  wmrk  at  his  fence. 
He  had  erected  his  cabin,  and  was  clearing  ofi'  undergrowth,  and  making 
a fence,  when  Indians  in  ambush  shot  him,  seized  his  horse,  and  fled. 
The  persons  who  were  witli  Tenin  escaped.  This  was  on  lied  River, 
but  a few  miles  from  Clarksville. 

January  18th.  As  3Iajor  Evan  Shelby  (brother  of  General  Shelby,  of 
Kentucky)  was  returning  from*  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  in  a large  canoe, 
laden  with  salt  and  various  articles  of  prime  necessity  and  value,  the 
Indians  fired  upon  the  crew.  How  many  persons  were  with  Major  Shelby, 
whether  they  were  attacked  when  encamped  at  night,  or  when  propelling 
the  boat  against  the  current  in  the  day,  and  the  place  at  which  the  attack 
was  made,  we  have  not  been  enabled  to  ascertain.  We  conclude  it  was 
near  Dover,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cumberland. 

Three  persons  were  killed  : Major  Shelby,  James  Harney,  and  a negro 
man  belonging  to  Closes  Shelby.  The  Indians  stripped  the  dead,  and 
put  on  their  clothes.  The  gun,  sword,  and  other  personal  property  of 
Shelby,  were  appropriated  by  the  leader  of  the  party.  They  found  more 
in  the  boat  than  they  had  need  for.  They  wasted  and  exposed  what 
they  left  in  the  boat  and  on  the  land.  Other  boatsmen  gathered  some 
of  what  remained. 

Evan  and  Isaac  Shelby  were  sons  of  General  Evan  Shelby,  of  North 
Carolina.  They  inherited  much  of  the  military  and  patriotic  spirit  of 
their  heroic  father,  whose  services  in  the  desperate  battle  at  Feint  Plea- 
sant have  been  always  highly  commended,  as  were  those  of  Isaac  in  his 
association  with  \ aleutine  Sevier,  for  which  he  was  honored  with  com- 
mand of  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha  until  L()rd  Diininore 
ordered  it  to  be  abandoned,  lest  Shelby  sliould  make  it  a strong-hoM  for 
the  American  Revolutionists,  or  Wliigs. 

Evan  Shelby,  Jun.,  served  as  an  oflicer  and  ranger  for  the  Wataugti 


sranaxvn^ aiT  ’to 


TflOTaifl 

taon^^  'tiiwvrji*  ,, 

6fr  'Ve.w7iffA  «ltei  'to  ai{^  «oi»^5swf  Jb^«i4  pi»w 

^wm  % toiKW.m  liA  4T|oJb«  ^to)i«9if  Jt^uia 

ttw  I «93iiw<a  »ta  ysU  m w.>ri!iq  IvjiaS  i 

?■„  ’^-  ' »TOut  3fil'  lliw  : ' 

a'^JiilVf  m i-siV  t3».woO  aM  pcwa^i  oi 

V fc'oatiti'ipiH  Oi  i>d  ' 

ijjiHt  b^Uww  ii<w  i.m)w  "aO  .oga  m&a't  tv9sob  « 

-7iiq  aid*w  B4i£fb^I  >0  X^n  .A  , %MliVii^K  wof^  salim  bn^r^a  isvii  odl 
ii3Ji>j«  bait  .,fKw‘i4i^i'  % iHJoJiiodrf^ifw  f)di^  mty&ybmtt 

hiu  f>iaoa  £i3qt|t»ti>  uh!  roih  diitdw  iio  rm^d 

.&{>aA  «iiif  ^^>5W  fllttoX  dgJtjH  JiOl  * ■ 

^ ©imtijibfll  ,ii3ad£  JJ 

jtWUI  ' m .urn  miT  'amX-  - Mw  ^^ow  cdyr  ^ 

lu  ,xdhd&  'to  i«iifiiSt»d)  mhti  i4»K.  «A‘:  rf^at  x^mail  ' ^ 

,«K)I*A5  9^d  JS  m £j:w  (^Joa^as;M  ' . 

. ddj  /siltoy  kr*  ’to  dtm 

, 0.0"  eiOBi 

gaiIl3(|0Tr^  oiiiifw  «taCw^l$?to^!ba' 

3-dS'  d^hivr  <ifi.  apjf-'^xvdl:  &di  tttod  odt 

httw  Ji  j^fowl^soG  »W  ' ' : W ^vM'  0W  ^»biim  rhw 

to  flo.W 

buK  ,b«9f)  b'^:^qhJ!S  txmibu^  ,wdT  o^ 

J&,w«  m r„ 

if'tom  biwol  v3ifX  siff^to  tobiitd  {d-ba^«k<|a  S7i>w^  >,'(dbif8 

todw  bos(iqx'3--  to^^  edj  fli 

, a^yS  T 

dwohJ^'  dmm  kimitoi  ^-aoitoiiiC) 

laiVf  to  tiewfi  ^.; 

.■  »i.d  o^i«I  to  4^xd^^' '©to#;:  toaa 

-imo  b9toa^^^iai# 

'^oJ:  iitob'  hisAm 


mf 


'phr0Jh  R ^'itfiMM  A ' &di ' 


tr^mspW  a©TS 


:ssyite'’!’- 


sr?‘^ 


414 


HISTORY  or  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


settlements;  and  ■was  repeatedly  engaged  in  conflicts  with  the  Indians. 

lie  had  a brush  or  two  with  some  of  the  Tories.’^ 

IV hen  his  brother  Isaac  removed  to  Kentucky,  Evan  came  and  settled 
on  the  Cumberland,  lie  filled  several  positions  here  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  usefulness  to  the  public.  His  death,  and  the  destruction  of 
property  in  his  charge,  were  regarded  as  a double  calamity. 

The  Indians  were  on  the  constant  lookout  for  boafs  on  the  Cumberland, 
preferring  to  attack  the  ascending  boats,  for  very  evident  reasons.  On 
board  of, such  the  men  were  busily  engaged  in  propelling  the  boat,  and 
not  on  watch.  These  boats  also  had  valuable  cargoes.  Several  persons 
were  killed  near  the  lied  lliver  Stations,  whose  names  have  not  been 
recorded. 

January  22d.  Overall  and  Burnett  were  killed  as  they  were  returning 
from  Kentucky,  having  nine  horses  laden  with  goods,  salt,  and  whiskey. 
Overall  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  here,  and  we  suppose  had  acted  as 
a spy;  therefore  the  Indians  “cut  the  flesh  from  his  bones. Whiskey, 
salt,  and  goods  were  not  only  packed  to  the  settlements  on  horses,  but- 
brought  by  water. 

On  24th  January,  a boat  and  pettiauga  kiden  wdth  salt  and  other  articles, 
when  ascending  the  Cumberland,  were  attacked.  The  boat  belonged  to 
Erench  trirders.  In  it  two  were  killed  instantly,  and  one  mortally 
wounded.  In  the  other  boat  or  pettiauga  two  were  killed  and  three 
wounded,  one  of  these  mortally.  The  killed  were  Gaskins  and  David 
Crow;  the  wounded,  Wells,  iMiiliken,  and  Pruit.  Fruit  died  from  a 
wound  in  the  knee,  whilst  Millikcn,  with  five  balls  in  various  places,  sur- 
vived. This  Millikou  lost  a brother  here  at  an  early  day. 

January  26th.  Anthony  Bledsoe,  son  of  Colonel  Bledsoe,  and  Thomas 
Heal,  were  killed  opposite  Xashville, 

February  17th.  Thomas  Bledsoe,  another  son  of  Colonel  Anthony 
Bledsoe,  was  fired  on  and  wounded,  and  chased  to  within  fifty  yards  of 
the  stockade  at  Greenfield,  in  Sumner  county.  On  the  same  day  two 
negroes  belonging  to  James  Clendennen  wmre  killed  close  to  the  house. 

February  22d.  Two  sons  of  Colonel  Saunders  were  fired  on,  both 
wounded  and  scalped : one  died  instantly ; the  other  after  several  days' 
suffering.  These  were  in  Sumner  county. 

February  24th.  Captain  Samuel  Hays  "was  killed  near  the  door  of 
John  Donelson's  hou.-e,  {irest  of  the  “ Heruiitage.")  Hays’  own  sta- 
tion was  a mile  east  of  the  Hermitage. 

3Iarch  10th.  3Ir.  Nolan  wa.s  killed  on  Harpeth,  about  ten  miles  from 
Nashville. 

In  this  month  two  parties  of  Creek.s  passed  from  these  settlements 
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witli  the  scalps  of  throe  white  persons  and  of  two  negroes,  having  with 
them  a negro  of  3Ir.  Parker  as  captive,  and  several  horses.  Pursuit  was 
made,  but  the  Indians  escaped. 

By  letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  General  Bobertson,  under  date 
March  28th,  he  gave  the  General  vearning  to  look  out  for  an  attack  by 
parties  from  the  Upper  Creeks  and  Lower  Cherokees;  that  they  would 
come  about  the  25th  of  the  month  of  April,  or  at  the  ^^full  moon.'^  “ It 
seems,^^  says  he,  ‘^you  may  expect  the  greatest  danger  from  them-  and 
to  guard  against  them,  you  will  order  out  a full  company  of  mounted 
infantry  or  cavalry,  of  eighty  men,  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers. 
Let  them  waylay  the  Indian  paths  leading  to  the  settlementM,  explore  the 
woods  in  search  of  their  camps,  and,  wherever  found  within  the  limits  of 
fiftij  miles  from  the  settlejuents,  treat  all  but  women  and  children  as 
enemies."'’ 

By  this  authority  the  limits  for  the  range  and  pursuit  by  the  troops 
were  extended.  The  Governor  recommends  to  General  Bobertson  to 
engage  active,  enterprising  officers  and  men,  and  gives  other  advice  and 
directions,  for  which,  indeed,  there  was  little  necessity.  In  case  of  im- 
minent  danger,  the  troops  might  pursue  the  enemy  to  the  Tennessee 
Biver ! can  construe  that,”  said  General  Bobertson. 

He  also  mentions  that  small  parties  of  Creeks  are  dail}’  crossing  and 
recrossing  the  river,  killing  the  people  and  stealing  horses.  In  con- 
clusion, he  gives  General  Bobertson  liberty  to  supply  the  Chickasaws 
with  corn,  necessary  for  their  support. 

In  eight  or  ten  days  I shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia,  if  General 
Smith  arrives  safe.” 

He  did  so  proceed,  and  General  Smith,  as  Secretary  of  the  Territorial 
Government,  attended  to  public  affairs,  and  communicate*!  with  General 
Bobertson. 

April  9th.  Colonel  Isaac  Bledsoe,  when  working  in  his  fields  near  his 
house,  was  killed.  And  thus  have  the  Bledsoes  been  cut  down,  one 
after  another.  Earliest  among  the  explorers  and  settlers  on  the  Cumber- 
land, conducting  or  attracting  valuable  emierrants  to  the  country,  honored 
by  their  fellow-citizens  and  by  State  and  nation  with  positions  of  trust, 
civil  and  military ; making  the  first  field  and  planting  the  first  seeds  in 
the  rich  soils  of  the  Cumberland;  leaving  a name  to  that  spot  and  Lick 
which  should  never  be  changed,  they  have  identified  their  names  and 
deeds  with  the  people  and  the  country  so  a.s  never  to  be  obliterated. 

April  10th.  The  house  of  Mrs.  Simpson  w:is  set  on  fire,  but  there  being 
several  men  within,  who  shot  at  the  Indians,  and  made  them  retreat,  they 
extinguished  the  fiames. 
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April  11th.  Hammond  and  Powdy  were  killed  near  the  mouth  of  Svea- 
more  Creek. 

April  1-itli.  Ilowdishall  and  Pharr  were  killed  near  General  Kuther- 
ford’s,  bear-hunting. 

April  18th.  John  Benton,  killed  near  Cragfont,  the  residence  of 
Colonel  Winchester;  and  not  far  off  two  men  killed^  on  Kentucky  trace. 

April  19th.  Two  men  killed  at  Clarksville. 

April  20th.  Kichard  Shaffer  and  ^Ir.  Gombrell  were  killed,  and 
James  Dean  wounded  while  engaged  in  ploughing. 

April  27th.  The  station  at  Greenfield  was  attacked  by  a party  at  first 
su])posed  to  consist  of  only  sixty,  but  it  was  afterward  ascertained  that 
the  entire  force  was  two  hundred  and  sixty  strong. 

This  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  prepared  stations  in  the  settle- 
ment, recently  built  and  with  lookout  station  and  palisades.  It  was 
saved  in  this  attack  by  the  signal  bravery  of  William  Neelly,  William 
Hall,  and  William  Wilson,  aided  by  one  or  two  others.  These  men 
killed  two  or  three  Indian^,  and  wounded  several  others.  ‘‘Xeeliy  and 
Hall  had  each  lost  a father  and  two  brothers  by  the  savages ; and  were 
ready  and  nerved  for  a desperate  fight,  whenever  opportunity  was 
afforded.'’* 

The  Greenfield  Station  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  of-  recent 
defences.  A small  force  was  stationed  there.  Duiing  the  day-time  most 
of  the  ]':Cople,  white  and  black,  labored  in  the  adjacent  fields  under  the 
watchfulness  of  sentinels  or  lookouts.  At  night  all  assembled  at  the 
station.  This  was  customary  at  all  the  stations. 

During  the  night  of  the  2bth,  the  Indians  had  formed  an  ambuscade 
near  the  pathway  to  the  fields.  The  negroes  went  out  early  to  their 
work,  and  had  hitched  their  horses  to  the  ploughs,  when  the  savages 
in  ambuscade  between  the  negroes  and  the  fort,  showed  themselves  and 
commenced  firing  at  a distance,  at  the  same  time  raising  a most  fearful 
war-whoop.  A number  of  the  men  in  the  fort  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
the  6eld  to  assist  in  Avork  and  to  act  as  guard.  Such  men  ghvays  had 
their  guns  loaded  and  within  arm’s-reach;  and  at  the  cry  of  “Indians 
about,”  or  at  the  crack  of  a strange  gun,  they  were  instantly  upon  their 


* The  present  -writer  has  conversed  with  each  of  these  worthy  raen,  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Neelly  rcsitled  about  seven  miles  east  of  Nashville,  and  General  Hall 
about  ten  miles  from  Gallarin.  or  two  from  Bledsoe's  Lick.  They  were  w .rrhy 
men,  highly  esteemed  in  life,  and  tiieir  mcmori'.\s  are  chorishevl  by  all  who  knew 
them.  General  Hall  tilled  several  positions  in  political  and  legislative,  as  well  as 
military  life. 
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feet  witli  rifle  in  hand.  So  it  vras  in  this  instance;  and  as  tlie  negroes 
and  many  of  the  Indians  were  in  full  view,  and  most  of  the  Indians  with 
their  backs  toward  the  fort,  a sudden  sortie  upon  tlicm  was  calculated  to 
startle  them.  The  movement  from  the  fort  was  as  quick  as  thought,  and 
it  was  by  men  who  had  long  wished  for  the  encountering  of  these  mur- 
derers ; they  cared  little  how  much  they  might  outnumber  them.  IVith 
utmost  swiftness  these  four  or  five  men  rushed  out  and  fired  upon  the 
Indians,  at  the  same  time  raising  the  yell,  and  calling  upon  others  to 
come  on.  Come  on,  twenty  of  you,  and  we’ll  fix  them.^^  Some  of  the 
Indians  turned  upon  the  whites;  a fence  being  between  them,  each  party 
sought  for  such  a covert.  The  Indians  yielded  it,  and,  having  secured 
the  horses,  they  were  ready  to  depart,  still  firing  occasionally  at  the  small 
party  of  whites,  but  at  such  a distance  as  to  do  tbem  no  harm.  They 
kept  up  the  war-whoop  as  they  left,  seeming  as  much  gratified  at  the 
capture  of  the  horses,  as  if  they  liad  killed  so  many  white  men.  One 
of  the  negroes  was  mortally  wounded,  and  3Ir.  John  Jarvis  killed.  A 
ball  passed  through  the  hair  of  Mr.  Hall,  leaving  a slight  impression 
upon  the  skin.  Hall  had  not  waited  to  put  on  his  hat,  and  Aeelly  said 
^^he  knew  not  whether  he  then  owned  a hat;  was  sorry  he  could  not 
furni.sh  Hall  with  an  Indian’s  scalp  for  his  exposed  head.’’ 

It  appears  by  this  and  other  in^ta rices  of  threatened  attacks  of  forts, 
that  they  had  such  dread  of  these  strongholds,  that  few  of  them  would 
ever  boldly  approach  one  of  these  castles  or  fortified  places.  You  keep 
big  gun  and  dog's,’’  said  the  Indians. 

Whether  the  cry  of  these  five  men,  and  the  bold  shout  for  more  to 
come  on,”  had  any  good  effect  or  not  upon  the  foe,  could  not  be  decided. 
There  were  always  in  such  companies  of  Indians  some  half-breeds,  who 
understood  our  language.  The  Indians,  however,  soon  discovered  the  ruse, 
and  made  such  a formidable  display,  that  Wilson,  Hall,  and  Xeell}'  dis- 
covered that  their  own  safety  and  that  of  the  station  itself  reijuircd  them 
to  retreat ; otherwise,  before  they  could  reload  their  guns,  retreat  miglit 
be  cut  off,  themselves  killed,  and  the  station  entered.  They  made  good 
their  escape,  therefore,  amidst  the  firing  of  at  least  fifty  guns;  leaving 
Jarvis  and  one  negro  man  to  be  scalped.  There  were  but  three  or  four 
other  men  in  the  fort;  the  “ twenty’’  were  women  and  children. 

April  2Sth.  On  the  next  day  the  Indians  killed  Francis  Hansom  in 
Davidson  county.  The  discovery  of  so  fonnidal)le  a number  of  armed 
savages  in  the  very  centre  of  the  settlements,  was  cause  of  great  alarm 
to  the  settlers.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  people  had  boon  thrown 
off  their  guard;  that  the  troojis  had  been  mostly  withdrawn  ; that  the 
military  orders  came  from  afar,  and  were  vacillating  and  disheartening; 
27 
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that  now,  in  the  midst  of  their  planting  season,  every  man  was  driven 
from  his  labor,  families  were  compelled  to  herd  together  on  a sudden 
in  the  stations,  all  implements  of  husbandry  were  to  be  laid  aside,  and 
every  man  to  hold  his  gun  constantly  in  hand,  and  look  on  all  sides  and 
at  all  hours  for  the  murderous  foe.  That  some  of  the  people  should  be 
greatly  alarmed,  that  others  should  be  excessively  enraged,  is  not  at  all 
to  be  wondered  at. 

But  now  an  additional  cause  of  excitement  is  presented. 

Shortly  before  this  time,  the  letter  was  received  from  Governor  Blount, 
dated  April  14th,  notifying  General  Kobertson  of  the  large  bo.dies  of 
Creeks  which  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  for  war  and  plunder;  that  they 
had  declared  war  against  the  United  States,^’  which  ever^^ody  here 
said,  meant  ‘^the  united  setilements  on  the  Cumberland.’^ 

The  Governor’s  ‘‘expectation  to  ordei*  to  their  relief  a force  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  to  live  hundred  mounted  infantry,”  could  not  be  real- 
ized. The  call  for  troops  was  urgent  in  East  Tennessee  likewise,  so  that 
the  extent  of  help  from  that  quarter  was  a troop  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men.  iMajor  Beard  was  in  command,  but  required  to  receive 
. orders  from  General  llobertson  during  his  short  service  in  Mero  District, 
for  the  order  was  to  General  Kobertson  not  to  detain  him  more  than 
thirty-one  days. 

In  this  same  letter  were  several  paragraphs  which  w'ere  bitterly  cen- 
sured by  the  people.  The  Governor  says,  “It  has  been  here  reported,  on 
the  authority  of  Colonel  Buford,  of  Kentucky,  that  General  Logan  was 
about  to  raise  a party  to  invade  the  Lower  Cherokee  towns.  Such  a 
. measure  would  be  totally  destructive  of  the  plans  and  measures  of  the 
President,  and  wmuld  dc.'^troy  the  hopes  of  returning. peace. 

“ Should  he  attempt  to  inarch  a body  of  men  through  the  District  of 
Mero,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  command  him,  in  positive  terms,  to  desist 
from  his  object  of  invading  the  Cherokee  nation  or  towns,  and  to  w‘arn 
him  of  the  evil  conse([uencos  that  will  attend  such  a measure. 

“This  you  may  do  verbally  if  you  please,  but  you  must  also  do  it  in 
writing  for  your  justiticatiou. 

“ I have  written  to  Gov.  Shelby  on  the  subject. 

“In  this  I do  not  moan  to  prohibit  the  General  from  ranging  the 
woods  as  far  as  permitted  by  my  order  of  the  28th  of  March,  nor  from 
chastising  Indians  within  those  limits.” 

Here  was  a dilemma  for  General  Kobertson.  The  people  had  long 
complained,  and  they  had  a thousand  causes  for  complaint,  one  for  every 
life  taken  or  body  laaiuiod  among  them.  When  is  this  to  end;  wdiere  is 
the  expected  and  promLed  aid  and  protection  ? Where  are  the  benefits 
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of  the  Union?  Is  every  ear  deaf  to  onr  complaints;  and  every  heart 
callous  to  our  sufferings  ? 

No  : here  are  our  neighbors  and  friends  in  Kentucky;  who  have  shared 
in  our  woeful  experience.  They  sympathize  with  us.  They  know  our 
afflictions  are  real;  and  that  we  have  endured  them  far  too  long  already. 
They  know  we  have  stood  in  the  breach;  that  the  pathways  of  their  and 
our  enemies  were  through  our  woods  and  across  our  borders;  and  now, 
when  they  volunteer  to  leave  their  more  secure  and  improved  homes,  and 
to  come,  at  their  own  expense,  to  chastise  those  enemies,  here  arrives  an 
order  from  head-quarters,  absolutely,  and  “ in  positive  terms,’'  forbidding 
“ any  such  measures.” 

This  prohibition  seemed  like  a death-knell.  What  now  cares  the  Gov- 
ernment for  us ; what  care  we  for  the  Government  and  its  prohibitions  ? 
So  intense  was  the  excitement  at  the  moment,  that  we  doubt  not,  had 
General  Logan  appeared  with  a respectable  force,  and  expressed  a wish  or 
willingness  to  be  joined  by  good  hunters  from  Cumberland,  he  would  not 
have  called  in  vain. 

If  Governor  Blount  was  possessed  of  the  secrets  of  the  General  Govern  - 
ment, and  if  some  of  those  secrets  were  communicated  to  General 
Robertson  and  a few  other  leading  men,  it  is  certain  the  people  did  not 
know  or  understand  them.  To  talk  to  them  about  diplomacy,  policy,  and 
peace,  when  there  was  nothing  but  the  most  cruel  and  savage  war,  was 
like  talking  to  the  whirlwind. 

However,  the  efforts  to  restore  and  keep  the  peace  were  not  wholly 
neglected.  On  the  very  day  of  the  attack  upon  Greenfield,  a letter  was 
issued  by  the  “War  Department”  to  General  Wayne,  at  Fort  Washington, 
(now  Cincinnati,)  an  extract  of  which  was  forwarded  to  Governor  Iffount, 
and  by  him  to  General  Robertson.  (Duplicates  in  vol.  i.  of  General 
Robertson’s  Correspondence.)  In  that  it  is  announced  as  it  had  been 
before:  “It  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  endeavor  to  preserve 
peace  with  the  Creeks  ; the  articles  now  forwarded  are  put  upon  the 
footing  o/ SERVICES  rendered  to  the  United  States!’’ 

Here  was  another  firebrand  thrown  into  this  magazine.  “For  services 
rendered  the  Luiited  States  I”  Yes,  yes,  how,  and  what  kind  of  services? 
and  by  the  Creeks  too  ! Killing  our  fathers,  mothers,  wives,  sisters, 
brothers,  and  leaving  others  crippled^  mangled,  and  peeled  ! The  voice 
of  these  maimed  ones  joins  with  the  voice  from  the  dead,  for  vengeance. 
0 God,  who  shall  stay  our  hand?  “(.Five  us  help  from  trouble,  for  vain 
is  the  help  of  man.” 

Of  all  the  strange  things  done  by  Government,  this,  to  many  people 
here,  seemed  the  strangest.  We  have  tried  to  be  at  peace  with  them,  we 
have  treated  them  with  hospitality,  we  have  made  them  presents,  we 
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have  paid  for  oiir  lands  once  and  agaiii^  and  we  have  entered  into  treaties; 
but  of  what  avail  arc  all  these  ? The  Creeks  and  the  Cherokees  are 
daily  murdering  our  people,  robbing  us,  and  destrojdng  our  property. 
And  yet  here  are  presents  of  blankets,  clothing,  guns,  and  ammunition 
to  the  amount  of  thousands  of  dollars  furnished  by  our  own  Government  to 
these  very  murderers,  ^‘  upon  the  footing  of  services  rendered  the  United 
States!’^  Why  not  state  the  true  reason,  and  say  at  once,  ‘^upon  the 
footing  of  exterminating  the  people  of  Cumberland  They  and  the 
Spaniards  have  sought  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  this  settlement 
for  years  past ; but  having  failed,  our  own  Government  now  steps  forward 
to  furnish  the  means  to  proloncj  the  conjlict.  An  hundred  thousand 
dollars  has  been  given  to  McGillivray  after  he  waged  an  unprovoked 
and  deadly  war  upon  us;  annuities  and  pensions  have  been  given  to  the 
chiefs,  but  there  is  yet  no  peace;  there  is  ‘^no  footing  for  the  dove  of 
peace’'  in  all  this  region ; war,  only  war  ! 

We  think  it  not  at  all  strange  there  was  this  excitement,  and  that  a 
large  proportion  of  this  suffering  people  reasoned  and  clamored  as  they  did. 
There  was  a combination  of  acts  and  a concurrence  of  communications  or 
reception  of  intelligence,  which  served  greatly  to  kindle  and  keep  alive 
the  commotion.  They  looked  at  these  dates  as  significant  and  ominous. 

On  this  same  27th  April  an  order  was  issued  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  furnish  the  Chickasaws  with  various  articles.  These  were, 
indeed,  friendly  Indians,  so  far  as  Indians  could  be  called  friendly;  and 
Mr.  Portell,  who  knew  them  well,  had  said,  noiie  of  them  can  be 
trusted."  And  so  it  is  : we  must  be  constantly  in  doubt  and  on  the 
watch,  and  incessantly  buying  the  doubtful  friendship.  But  there  seems 
some  excuse  or  plausibility  in  putting  liberalities  to  the  Chickasaws  ‘hipon 
the  footing  of  services" — in  abstaining  generally  from  injuries  to  these 
settlements.  But  the  proclamation  is  for  peace  with  all;  “the  policy  of 
the  Government  is  peace."  It  is  like  saying  to  us,  “ Patience,  good 
friends,  patience;  they  have  endeavored  to  destroy  you  onlij  for  fourteen 
years!  They  will  surely  weary  at  it  erelong,  or  yield  up  their  blood- 
thirsty spirit  for  pay.  ^Though  the  vision  tarry  long,  wait  for  it.'  " 

It  was  impossible  for  the  ma.ss  of  this  people  to  approve  such  policy  or 
yield  their  assent  to  arguments  in  its  favor.  General  Bobertsou,  General 
Smith,  and  some  others,  argued  for  peace,  whilst  their  hearts  reluctated. 
That  worthy  and  learned  divine,  Ilev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead,  talked  and 
preached  the  same  doctrine.s  : “Avenge  not  yourselves,  but  rather  give 
place  unto  wrath."  With  v<'ry  sour  tempers  and  surly  dispositions,  the 
maddest  among  the  people  agreed  to  “stay  their  hand  for  a little  longer." 

To  ht  the  reader  understand  what  kind  of  articles  were  usually  fur- 
nished these  Southern  Indians,  we  copy  entire  the  order  for 
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SUPPLY  FOR  THE  CHICKASAWS. 

500  Stand  of  Arms. 

‘^2000  lbs.  of  Powder. 

‘‘4000  Flints. 

“1500  Bushels  Corn. 

“ 50  lbs.  Vermilion. 

“ 100  Gallons  Whiskey. 

“Armourer  ) 

“and  Tools,  j '' 

“War  Department,  27th  April,  1793.’^ 

This  armorer  or  gunsmith  wms  sent  to  put  and  keep  the  arms  in  order 
and  as  a common  smith. 

The  “peace-talk”  of  “ President  Washington  to  the  chiefs  and  warriors 
of  the  Chickasaw  nation  of  Indians,”  was  also  dated  April  27th,  1793, 
and  being  received  here  by  General  Bobertson  about  the  same  time  with 
other  documents  and  concurring  acts,  attracted  attention  ,*  General 
Bobertson  retained  a copy,  and  soon  started  his  runners  to  make  it  known. 
Half-breed  and  sometimes  full-blood  Indians  were  employed  as  the  mail 
or  news-carriers.  We  may  mention  Findlcston,  George  Augusta,  Jo. 
Derogue,  Tom  Blount,  and  iMcClish.  But  these  were  not  always  im- 
plicitly confided  in.  From  subsequent  exposure  of  t^pauish  intrigues,  it 
became  evident  that  more  than  one  of  the  above-named  informers  and 
secret  agents  of  Governor  Blount  and  General  Bobert.'^on  may  have 
been  in  the  pay  of  our  enemies  at  some  period. 

The  ofiice  of  a spy  is  surely  one  of  danger  and  deceit ; and  the  remark 
of  General  Bobertson  is  worthy  of  him  and  creditable  to  the  pioneer 
settlers:  “We  have  good  common  sense,  and  we  must  use  it  against  ail 
the  arts  of  learned  diplomacy,  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  and  cunning  crafti- 
ness of  the  Indians.” 

Bains  or  Sampson  Williams  said,  “Give  us  but  half  the  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  Government  gives  to  the  ra.sca!s,  and  we  T1  knock 
the  hindsights  off  every  one  of  them,  and  make  them  soon  cry  out  ‘Poc- 
i-mav-i-mus  I’  the  rascals  !” 

We  may  as  tvell  proceed  with  the  usual  and  sad  tale  of  .suffering — the 
enumeration  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  course  of  the  next  eight 
months,  there  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  District  of  31ero  no  less 
than  thirty  persons.  The  names  of  several  have  not  been  transmitted  to 
us,  but  we  give  the  following  imperfect  list  “fur  the  month  of  3Iay.” 

“In  3Iay,  four  boys  wounded,  one  scalpetl,  and  one  escaped  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  by  stripping  off  his  jacket  and  leaving  that  instead  of  his 
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scalp.  This  was  within  two  miles  of  Nashville.  The  Indians  laughed 
and  yelled  at  the  little  fellow,  but  did  not  pursue  him. 

“On  the  4th,  A.  Fleener,  llichard  liobertson,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  were 
killed;  Young  and  Maytield,  wounded. 

“ 20th,  John  Hacker,  killed  on  Drake’s  Creek. 

It  was  well  known  there  were  many  parties  of  Indians  on  this  side  of 
the  Tennessee  Iiiver,  and  that  some  of  them  had  gone  into  Kentucky  to 
steal  and  kill  there.  This  diversion  and  division  of  the  large  force  which 
had  crossed  the  river  between  the  1st  April  and  middle  of  May,  afford  us 
the  explaniition  why  no  large  parties  of  them  were  discovered  by  Major 
Beard  and  his  troop  in  their  explorations  between  the  settlements  and 
the  Tennessee  River.  They  discovered  a number  of  deserted  camps, 
killed  only  three  Indians,  and  wounded  as  many  more.  Beard  returned 
to  Knoxville  early  in  Jurre.  This  system  of  “scouring  the  woods,’'  way- 
laying the  traces,  and  searching  for  the  enemy  at  a distance  from  the 
settlements,  was,  no  doubt,  productive  of  alarm  to  them.  Hitherto  the 
incursive  parties  could  come  into  the  settlements,  commit  their  outrages, 
and.  if  they  were  successful  in  stealing  horses,  could  very  generally  re- 
pass “the  ridges”  and  the  lines  to  which  pursuit  was  restricted. 

“Numerous  parties,  however,  almost  daily  recrossed  the  Tennessee  in 
June,  with  scalps  and  horses,  which  they  had  taken  from  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  settlers.” 

At  the  same  time  that  Major  Beard  was  on  his  tour  back  and  forwards 
south  of  the  settlements,  General  Robertson  had  out  his  fivorite. 
Captain  Rains,  accompanied  by  Captain  Johnston,  in  command  of  one 
hundred  cavalry.  They  discovered  very  few  Indians,  killed  no  more  than 
Beard;  but  a.s  the.'m  troops  ranged  separately  and  passed  rapidly,  the 
savages  could  enjoy  no  rest  or  safety  at  their  camps;  therefore  they 
deserted  them. 

In  June,  Jame.s  Steele  and  daughter  were  killed,  and  a son  wounded. 

In  July,  Jacob  and  Joseph  Ca.-?tleman  were  killed,  and  Hans  Castle- 
nian  wounded,  at  a short  distance  from  Nashville,  near  Castleman’s 
Station.  William  rarnpbell  badly  wounded,  as  also  3Ir.  Joslin  and 
Mr.  Smith — all  within  short  distances  from  town  to  the  north-west  and 
south-west.  There  were  several  other  persons  killed  and  wounded,  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  settlements.  This  seemed  strange  and  daring; 
but  the  truth  is,  these  itivaders  divided  into  very  small  parties,  took 
routes  for  some  time  unfrequented,  or  sought  out  new  ones  through  the 
cane,  and  thus  entered  the  settlements  in  rear  of  the  scouts  and  cavalrv. 
Rains’  scouts  were  the  only  ones  now  out  to  range  through  the  woods 
for  three  hundred  miles  in  extent. 
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The  prospect  for  crops  Y/as  good^  aud  they  required  much  attention. 
A large  portion  of  the  people  seemed  disposed  to  practice  the  lessons 
of  ‘‘resignation  and  forbearance  inculcated  by  the  Government/’  and 
not  disregard  the  orders  given  to  General  Robertson.  That  old  hunter, 
Abraham  Castleman,  however,  could  not  longer  be  restrained.  General 
Robertson,  sympathizing  in  his  afflictions,  permitted  him  to  raise  a com- 
pany of  volunteers,  and  take  his  own  measures  for  retaliation.  Some  of 
his  men  had  volunteered  to  accompany  him  “to  any  point  on  this  side 
of  the  Tennessee.”  Not- having  killed  any  Indians  “worth  naming,” 
within  that  boundary,  the  old  man  determined  to  find  them  at  home,  in 
their  own  country  across  the  river.  Ten  of  his  men  there  parted  with 
him,  and  took  their  route  of  search  back  to  the  settlements.  Ca-^tle- 
man,  accompanied  by  five  brave  fellows,  all  good  shots,  dressed  and 
painted  as  Indians,  crossed  the  river  a little  below  Nickojack.  Intend- 
ing to  proceed  to  Willstown,  they  had  not  gone  far  before  they  came  in 
view  of  a party  of  near  fifty  Creeks,  seated  upon*  the  ground,  two  and 
two,  painted  black,  evidently  going  out  to  war.  No  squaws  were  with 
them.  As  the  advancing  party  was  so  well  disguised,  the  Creek  warriors 
allowed  them  to  approach  quite  near,  continuing  to  eat  their  rough  meal, 
and  only  expecting  to  be  called  upon  by  the  rules  of  politeness  and  hos- 
pitality in  the  woods  to  share  liberally  with  the  visitors. 

But,  suddenly,  “Old  Abe”  planted  down  his  left  foot  and  threw  his 
rifle  into  position,  as  did  his  five  companions,  and  at  once  all  fired, 
taking  deliberate  aim  at  separate  couples,  and  each  killed  his  man, 
and  Ahe  his  two.  His  gun  had  a double  charge  of  buck-shot.  So 
sudden  and  unexpected  was  the  fire,  and  so  fatal,  the  Indians  were 
greatly  alarmed,  and  broke  into  the  woods.  IhiriiTg  this  confusion  and 
dispersion  of  the  savages,  Castleman  and  Ids  companions  made  good  their 
retreat. 

This  daring  and  successful  onslaugh  was  on  the  15th  day  of  August. 
“Pretty  hot  work  in  a summer’s  day  I” — so  they  .said.  Frederick  Stull, 
who  was  one  of  the  party,  used  to  preface  his  ludicrous  description  of 
the  expedition  with,  “Mortal  Report  of  a Nakeil  Affair  I”  or  “Naked 
Report  of  a .Mortal  Affair.”  They  had  hid  their  clothing  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  in  the  attack  they  were  in  j)urU  naturalihas  minio 
in/f’cti,  cum  hrccch-cloatihuii ! 

The  party  consisted  of  Abraham  Castleman,  leader,  Frederick  Stull, 
Zach.  IMaclin,  Jack  Camp,  Kli  Hammond,  and  Zeko  Caruthers,  “right- 
band  men,  dare-devils.”  They  were  all  Irom  the  neic;hburliood  of  Nash- 
ville. They  returned  in  safety  on  the  21st,  ha\ing  been  alxscnt  ju.st  three 
weeks,  “well  satisfied  with  what  they  had  done.” 
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In  tiie  very  evening  of  the  day  in  which  these  men  reached  home,  the 
Indians  killed  the  AVidow  Baker  and  her  large  family,  (with  exception  of 
two  who  made  their  escape  into  the  woods  and  concealed  themselves  until 
the  next- day.)  Mrs.  Baker  was  living  on  the  creek,  where  her  husband 
had  commenced  his  improvements  at  an  early  day,  and  which  is  known 
at  the  present  day  as  ‘‘Baker’s  Creek.”  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
hunters  and  explorers  of  the  country  along  the  Cumberland.  When  or 
how  or  where  his  life  was  ended,  we  know  not.  But  persons  of  an- 
other name  occupy  the  grounds  where  “the  Widow  Baker  and  her 
children  were  slain.” 

Not  two  more  days  had  passed,  before  Samuel  Miller  “was  cut  in 
two,”  near  Joslin’s  Station,  (on  Charlotte  Pike,)  and  the  wife  of  Bobert 
Willis  and  her  two  children,  near  the  same  place,  were  killed  and 
scalped.  Pursuit  was  made  of  the  Indians  who  had  massacred  the 
Baker  and  Willis  families,  but  with  what  results  we  know  not. 

These  were  awful  ttagedies.  Some  of  the  stationers  entertained  the 
opinion  that  the  party  of  Indians  which  had  been  attacked  by  Castle- 
man  and  his  five  “ riirht-hand  men,”  had  pursued  their  bold  assailants  in 
their  retreat;  and,  not  overtaking  them,  or  knowing  how  much  easier 
and  safer  for  them  it  wns  to  kill  women  and  children  than  to  encounter 
the  daring  spies,  had  avenged  themselves  in.  this  destruction  of  helpless 
families.  Castlemaii  said  that  the  murderers  of  Mrs.  Baker  could  not  be 
of  the  party  he  had  attacked;  they  could  not  have  out-travelled  him 
and  crossed  the  Cumberland  to  do  the  bloody  deed  on  the  21st  of 
August.  General  llobertson  and  others  were  convinced  that  this  band 
had  been  in  Sumner  (‘oimty  for  weeks  previous. 

About  1st  Pecember,  James  llobertson,  another  son  of  General  Eobert- 
son,  and  John  Grimes,  were  killed  by  Cherokee  Indians.  They  were 
engaged  on  Caney  Pork,  trapping  for  beaver.  This  was  a very  sad  blow 
to  General  Robertson.  On  the  4th,  Colonel  Winchester  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Snoddy  in  pursuit  of  Indians  who  had  come  into  Sumner  county 
from  the  direction  of  Kentucky,  having  many  horses  well  packed,  and  to 
which  they  added  others,  stolen  in  Sumner.  Snoddy  with  thirty  men 
made  quick  march,  and  surprised  their  camp  on  Caney,  near  Rock 
Island.  The  Indians  mounted  the  horses  and  fled  to  some  distance. 
Snoddy’s  men  gathered  up  the  valuable  articles  letl  in  the  camp,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-eight  gorwl  Spanish  blankets;  two  match  coats;  eight 
new  brass  kettles ; one  lireluck  : three  new  swords,  Spanish  blades ; one 
bag  of  vermilion  ; powdtw  and  lead,  a goodly  supply;  several  bayonets, 
spears,  war-hat(  bets,  bridles,  aiid  saddles,  etc.,  etc. 

It  was  evident  the  Indiam-5  had  not  continued  their  flight  very  far, 
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and  would  attempt  a recapture.  Siioddy,  therefore,  remoYcd  to  an 
eminence,  a mile  off,  where  he  encamped,  his  men  sleeping  on  their 
arms,  and  trusty  eyes  and  ears  open  to  see  and  hear  the  approach  of  the 
returning  foe.  And  sure  enough,  towards  the  dawn  of  day  they  were 
discovered  approaching,  like  cats  and  wolves,  crouching  near  the  ground. 
They  came  within  thirty  yards  of  the  whites  before  either  fired ; and 
then  each  party  fired  their  every  gun.  The  Indians  fired  nearly  all  at 
the  same  time,  as  Castleman  and  his  party  had  done.  After  receiving 
the  fire  of  the  whites,  they  retreated,  carrying  off  their  w'ounded,  leaving- 
one  dead  near  the  white  encampment.  They  removed  several  wounded. 
Snoddy  had  two  men  killed  and  three  wounded.  He  retained  the 
blankets,  swords,  and  other  property  taken. 

^ffVbout  this  time  several  persons  were  killed  in  Sumner  county,  whose 
names  are  not  recollected.'' 

And  it  may  truly  be  .said  that  the  record  of  deaths  in  no  one  year,  in 
either  of  the  three  counties,  is  full  and  complete.  But  such  as  it  is,  there 
is  enough  to  keep  up  our  amazement,  and  to  make  us  again  and  again 
exclaim,  -AVere  ever  sorrows  like  theirs?"  How  could  they  endure  so 
much,  and  so  long ! 

And  now  another  of  the  Castlemans  is  killed,  and  another  wounded ; 
also  James  3lcCune,  and  IMrs.  Anthony  Bledsoe  and  her  companions, 
fired  at.  So  were  John  Nolen  and  'William  Montgomery.  The  latter 
received  two  balls,  one  in  the  thigh,  the  other  breaking  his  arm.  Then 
Samuel  Blair  and  Thomas  Wilcox.  And,  to  close  the  catalogue  of  the 
killed,  (w-hose  names  are  recorded,)  -John  Bier  and  Benjamin  Lindsey; 
these  two  near  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

Before  concluding  this  page  and  the  record  of  the  year,  we  must 
inquire  after  those  who,  though  living,  perhaps  would  prefer  death  to 
their  situation  as  prisoners  among  our  .savage  enemies.  We  can  now  give 
the  following  names:  3Irs.  Williams  and  child;  Alice  Thompson,  of 
Nashville;  Mrs.  Cafirey  and  child,  of  Nashville;  IMrs.  Brown,  of  Mero 
District;  Miss  Scarlet,  Miss  Wilson,  a boy  and  little  girl — another  boy 
five  years  old.  At  the  Big  Tallassee,  one  or  two  boys  and  a girl.  At 
Pocantala,  a boy  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age.  In  Oakfuskee,  a lad 
fifteen  years  of  age;  a man  called  John;  boy,  age  unknown.  “At  the 
villain  Lesley's,"  a young  woman  ; at  another’s,  IMrs.  docket  and  son. 

Some  of  these  captives  had  been  now  for  years  in  the  nation.  The 
most  reliable  evidence  they  had  of  visits  having  been  made  to  the  settle- 
ments by  those  who  hold  them  prisoners,  and  of  friends  having  been  seen 
at  such  \isits,  was  the  exhibition  of  their  scali>s,  their  clothing,  or  their 
horses.  Whatever  other  information  they  received,  was  only  calculated 
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to  aggravate  tlie  distress  and  misery  of  their  seemingly  hopeless  con- 
dition. 

We  have  intimated  once  and  again^  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance General  Eobertson  yielded  to  the  policy  of  the  Government/'  ‘Go 
bear  and  forbear/'  to  endure  these  outrages  year  after  year,  until  he  had 
seen  nearly  all  his  early  friends  and  many  of  their  children  cruelly  niiir- 
(Jered,  and  hundreds  of  worthy  settlers  of  more  recent  date,  cut  down  in 
all  parts  of  the  settlements,  his  own  life  constantly  imperilled,  fired  at 
he  knew  not  how  often,  and  twice  wounded.  Had  the  people  not  seen 
and  known  hov/  much  he  had  suffered  in  his  own  person  and  family,  and 
marked  his  calmness  and  noble  bearing,  they  would  long  ere  this  have 
spurned  at  his  peaceful  counsel  and  defensive  measures.  They  would 
have  risen,  e'/i  masse,  to  throw  off’  his  authority,  and  have  gone  forth  to 
war  into  the  heart  of  the  nations.  As  Sevier  did  across  the  French 
Eroad  and  Tennessee,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cumberland  3Iountains, 
so  would  they  have  done  here.  But,  ‘Glas,  alas,"  said  Eobertson,  “for 
many  years  we  have  been  barely  able  to  maintain  our  few  and  feeble  little 
stations  ! If  we  march  with  four  or  five  hundred  men,  we  take  the 
strength  of  our  male  population.  Who  shall  defend  our  wdves  and  chil- 
dren and  little  property  while  we  are  gone?  Who  make  and  secure  pro- 
visions for  them  in  our  absence,  and  for  us  if  we  should  return  ? They 
have  the  numbers  in  East  Tennessee  to  justify  such  expeditions,  we  have 
not.  The  time  will  come,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  press  the  cup  of 
afflictions  to  their  own  lips.  Were  the  savages  not  encouraged  and  sup- 
plied by  the  Spaniards,  we  could  the  more  easily  cope  with  them.  By 
aid  from  Kentucky,  which  I know  we  can  have  at  any  moment  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  feel  himself  but  halt’  justified  in  allowing  a force  to  be  organ- 
ized and  leave  his  State  to  join  us  for  such  a purpose,  we  could  punish 
them  well.  But,  in  Kentucky  as  well  as  here,  people  suffer  greatly  from 
the  power  which  the  Spaniards  possess  over  the  navigation  of  the  IMissis- 
sippi,  as  well  as  by  the  influence  they  exert  over  the  Indians.  We  all 
have  had  abundant  reason  to  judge  and  pronounce  the  exercise  of  such 
power  and  influence  to  be  ‘ evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually.'  They 
have  tempted  u.s  to  abandon  our  settlements;  failing  to  accomplish  by 
their  specious  offers  their  sinister  designs,  tliey  have  enraged  and 
backed  our  savage  neighbors  to  a war  of  extermination  upon  us.  Vfe 
de.spise  them  for  their  duplicity,  we  scorn  their  allurements,  and  we  abhor 
and  curse  their  savage  cruelties.  We  can  never  trust  them,  and  never 
prosper  in  any  alliance  or  busine.^s  with  them.  Heaven  will  avenge  our 
wrongs  some  day.  And  even  should  we  ourselves  be  cut  off  in  the  strug- 
gle, let  us  hold  fa.'^t  our  faith,  our  innocence,  our  integrity,  our  honor, 
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Gur  government,  and  our  possessions.  The  devices  of  the  'wicked  shall 
not  always  prosper ; Heaven  will  avenge  us  yet  T’ 

And  with  these  words,  scarce  restrained  he  the  fury  of  the  people. 

So  delicate  and  intricate  was  the  situation  of  tlie  Western  people,  so 
jealous  and  crafty  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Hi.ssissippi  and  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  it  became  particularly  desirable  to  our  Government  that  all  acts 
of  irritation  toward  the  Spanish  Government,  its  colonists  or  its  officers 
at  Natchez,  New  Orleams,  and  Pensacola,  should  be  most  carefully  avoided. 
In  these  views  many  prominent  citizens  zealously  concurred. 

And  now  our  yreut  scheme  for  the  advance  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
and  the  extension  of  republican  institutions — the  “ wheels  within  a wheel,” 
Rotulse  in  rotu.la  rof antes — is  clearly  brought  out  to  view  in  regard  to 
these  very  little  settlements — “ these  small  estates  on  the  Cumberland.” 
It  became  more  and  more  manifest  that  the  Spaniards  had  lone:  traded 
■with  Indians  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States;  that  they  had 
instigated  them  to  make  war  upon  these  settlements;  that  they  had  attained 
this  influence  by  thrccits  and  by  promises ; by  monopolies  in  trade  and 
largesses  to  the  chiefs ; by  presents  of  arms,  tomahawks,  and  ail  the  in- 
struments of  war,  to  the  braves;  by  premiums  for  scalps  ; and  by  all  the 
other  means  and  artifices  to  which  that  nation  had  trained  its  agents  for 
two  hundred  years — their  “genial  system  I” 

They  had  long  violated  the  comity  and  courtesy  which  should  exist 
between  nations  at  peace ; they  looked  upon  and  treated  ours,  not  011I3’ 
as  newly  introduced  into  the  rank  and  company  of  nations,  but  as  being 
yet  so  insignificant  and  ignorant,  that  the  etiquette  and  obligations  of  an 
international  character  did  not  belong  to  this  republican  intruder  among 
the  royal  governments  of  earth  I 

Hoth  France  and  Spain  had  given  countenance  and  some  material  aid  in 
our  war  for  independence ; rejoicing  more  at  our  separation  from  England, 
and  the  diminution  of  her  great  territory,  than  at  tlie  birth  of  a nation 
and  the  establishment  of  a new'  and  vigorous  power  by  tlie  side  of  tlieir 
American  colonies.  They  each  soon  grossly  insulted  our  Government 
and  people.  These  insults  were  most  glaring  here  and  in  Kentucky. 

SPANISH  ORDER  CLOSING  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

^^Adeerfisrment. — Under  date  of  16th  inst.,  tlie  Intendant-General  of 
these  Provinces  informs  me  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  can  have  no  commerce  with  his  Majesty’s  .subjects,  tliey  only 
having  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  for  the  exportation  of  the  fruits 
and  products  of  their  establishments  to  I'oreign  countries,  and  the  impor- 
tation of  what  they  may  need  or  desire. 
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sucli  I charge  you,  so  far  as  respects  you,  to  he  zealous  aud  vigi- 
lant, with  particular  cure  that  tlie  inhabitants  neither  purchase  of  nor 
sell  any  thing  to  the  shipping,  flat-bottomed  boats,  barges,  or  any  other 
smaller  vessels,  that  may  go  along  the  river,  destined  for  the  American 
possessions,  or  proceeding  from  them ; that  tiiey  shall  be  informed  of  it, 
for  their  due  compliance  to  the  same. 

Carlos  de  Grandpre. 

“Baton  Rouge,  Dec.  22,  1802.” 

\Yhen  this  notice  was  issued,  it  was  construed  as  the  deliberate  act  of 
the  Spanish  and  French  Governments,  after  a full  consideration  and 
understanding  between  those  Governments.  It  was  pronounced  illiberal 
and  in  disregard  of  the  treaty  recently  concluded  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  3Iississippi.  It  was  felt 
here  as  it  was  nowhere  else;  and  was  placed  in  the  long  enumeration  of 
evidences  of  contempt  shown  by  the  old  Governments  of  the  old  world’’ 
to  the  new  Kepublic  of  the  new  world and  “ the  small  Estates  on 
Cumberland’’  regarded  the  indignity  and  wrong  as  a personal  matter. 

The  policy  of  nations,”  and  the  destiny  of  our  race,  had  placed  this 
little  confederacy  on  the  Cumberland  in  eminent  though  perilous  posi- 
tion. It  attracted  attention  from  the  “ high  places  of  earth  I”  The  map 
of  America  was  examined  by  distinguished  persons  in  Europe,  desirous 
to  ascertain  this  small  locality.  It  was  spoken  of  as  a stronghold  and  an 
invincible  fastness  in  the  wilderness ; having  unsurpassed  natural  advan- 
tages and  defences,  and  iis  affording  the  Americans  a sure  entrance  into 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  from  all  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States. 

By  this  and  the  Kentucky  routes  the  whole  Mississippi  valley  would 
be  inundated  with  the  rebels  against  the  Divine  rights  of  Kings.” 

The  pretensions  and  demands  of  this  ‘^nest  of  adventurers,”  together 
with  the  like  from  those  in  Kentucky,  for  ‘-space  for  locomotion”  and  for 
commerce f were  regarded  as  presumptuous  and  arrogant.  Small  settle- 
ments within  a vast  wilderness,  wishing  for  room  ! A people  yet  living  upon 
wild  game,  and  from  hand  to  mouth,  day  by  day,”  to  demand  the  free 
navigation  of  the  greatest  rivers  of  earth  for  the  benefits  of  commerce  ! 
This  seemed  ridiculous  I But  here  wore  little  wlieels  within  the  great 
machinery  rotating  wisely.  Those  were  full  of  eyes  within  and  on  the 
outside.”  At  times  these  moved  with  a rapid  wliirl,  but  ever  in  tlm-ir 
place.  They  were  there,  and  three  ordained  to  he.  They  could  never  be 
detached  or  displaced.  There  have  they  worked  in  furtlierance  of  the 
grandest  of  purpose's,  the  advam  emont  and  glory  of  these  United  States. 
Destiny,  destiny,  is  God’s  will,  which  none  can  countervail. 
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In  France,  tlie  old  monarchical  machinerv  was  broken,  and  a new 
motive -power  attempted.  It  drove  the  hastily  and  badly  constructed 
machinery  with  furore.  Spain  felt  the  jarring  of  its  motion,  and  heard 
its  dreadful  and  dreaded  clattering.  Uneasiness  was  there.  And  when 
she  saw  the  dangerous  agents  at  work  upon  this  continent,  she  kne-w  that 
it  boded  no  good  to  her  American  colonies. 

In  April  of  this  year,  G-eiiet,  as  31inister  from  the  new  French  Re-, 
public,  arrived  at  Charleston.  His  short  but  disreputable  career  within 
our  country  need  not  be  traced  on  these  pages,  further  than  to  sa}’  that 
the  dislike  long  entertained  by  some  of  the  Western  people  toward  the 
Spaniards,  was  certainly  not  diminished  by  the  publications  and  measures 
of  this  madcap  3Iinister  from  France.  Every  admirer  of  Washington 
was  the  more  opposed  to  foreign  influence  and  intermeddling. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  project  of  invading  the  Indian  terri- 
tories, whence  came  the  chief  troubles  to  the  settlements,  had  long  been 
discussed;  and,  as  inseparably  connected  therewith,  to  inflict  some  blow 
upon  the  Spaniards,  the  real  instigators  to  mischief.  The  agents  of 
Spain  had  violated  treaties  with  us,  and  long  had  such  agents  acted 
against  our  peace  and  lives,  coming  within  our  territory,  as  w'e  have  often 
said,  and  using  the  savages  living  wdthin  our  own  borders.  We  had 
too  long  endured  this.  We  were  growing  strong,  and  the  shadows  of 
coming  events  were  visible. 

And  now,  Spain  is  greatly  concerned  for  “the  dignity  of  this  Govern- 
ment I’’  for  the  inviolability  of  treaties  I “ Certainly,  the  United  States  will 
not  permit  a forehjn  Government  to  have  agents  there,  who  shall  call  for 
and  organize  troops  within  American  territory,  to  invade  the  territory  of 
Spain  2’ — a nation  at  peace  with  them,  and  which  has  aheaps  mani- 
fested the  /riVnrZ(y  disposition  toward  them  I"  What  consummate 
impudence  for  Spain  thus  to  remonstrate  I 

At  such  a time  and  in  such  exigency,  the  people  of  Cumberland,  and 
“a  certain  Robertson,'^  could  not  be  overlooked. 

Among  other  communications  upon  this  subject,  we  introduce  an 
extract  from  a letter  addressed  to  General  Robertson  by  the  Spanish 
Agent  and  Commander  of  the  post  at  New  Madrid  : 

“It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  majesty  of  the  American  will 

not  tamcJi/  svjfer  a foreign  d^linister  to  exorcise  within  their  territory  the 
p)Ov:ers  of  sovereirjntp,  by  issuing  commissions  and  levying:  armies  to  be 
sent  against  a nation  at  peace.’^  A very  good  sentiment  to  come  from 
Lance  de  Grace ! 

General  Ftobertson  most  highly  approved  this  sentiment.  Had  it  been 
observed,  he  should  have  passed  his  life  in  peace;  his  children,  relatives, 
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and  friends  would  not  have  been  butchered  around  their  firesides,  in  field 
and  pathway,  and  this  in  scores  and  hundreds ; and  these  settlements 
would  have  grown  and  flourished  in  quiet  and  abundance.  But  now  his 
sorrow  must  remain  and  the  regret  for  ever  endure  that  these  principles 
had  not  controlled  the  conduct  of  Spain  and  her  officers,  and  thus  have 
withheld  the  savages  from  murder,  llobertson  had  suspected  at  an  early 
day  the  schemes  and  wicked,  deceitful  workings  of  Spanish  agents ; this 
we  noticed  years  since.  He  was  politic,  observing,  reserved,  as  he  knew 
something  of  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  Administration.  In  recent 
years  he  had  expressed  himself  with  less  caution,  and  now  he  openly 
denounced  them  in  terms  almost  as  strong  as  those  used  by  Captain 
Rains.  He  felt  certain  the  day  was  not  far  distant,  when  Spanish  deceit- 
fulness  would  be  exposed;  and  Spain,  as  well  as  France  and  England, 
would  yield  to  our  advancing  population  this  vast,  yet  vacant  territory. 

“Look  fonsard  what’s  to  come,  and  back  what’s  past ; 

Thy  life  will  be  wiih  praise  and  prudence  graced ; 

What  loss  or  gain,  may  follow,  thou  may’st  guess  ; 

Thou  then  wilt  be  secure  of  the  success.” 

England  devised  and  wrought  long  and  carefully  to  accomplish  the 
separation  of  her  colonics  from  maternal  care;  France  and  Spain 
had  labored  for  the  like  deliverances.  Not  one  of  them  desired  the 
results  towards  which  a thousand  acts  were  driving.  Roiigh-hewn,”  as 
were  many  of  the  measures,  there  was  a divinity  that  shaped  their  enrh.'* 
During  the  last  ten  years  there  was  no  moment  in  which  an  authori- 
tative w'ord  from  the  Spanish  Government  to  “be  at  peace  with  these 
settlements,”  would  have  been  disregarded  by  the  Creeks  or  Cherokees ; 
and  her  officers  and  traders  well  knew  it.  Therefore  did  General  Robert- 
son read  this  flattery  of  “the  majesty  of  the  American  people,”  as  an 
insult  and  gross  hypocri.-y.  It  was  left  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Secretary 
of  State,  to  expose  this  hypocrisy,  and  to  bring  home  to  the  Spanish 
Government  (by  her  agents)  the  memory  of  wrongs  and  sufferings  she 
had  caused,  whicli  were  enough  to  cover  her  with  shame  for  ever. 

One  or  two  remarks  from  Jefferson  will  here  suffice  ; “Are  we  to 
understand  that  if  we  arm  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Creeks  on  our- 
selves, it  will  disturb  our  peace  with  Spain?  That  if  we  will  not  let 
them  butcher  us,  Spain  will  consider  it  as  a cause  of  war  ? , . We 

love  and  we  value  peace  ; we  abhor  the  follies  of  war,  and  are  not  untried 
in  its  disasters  and  calamities,  . . . We  confide  in  our  strength, 

without  boasting  of  it ; we  respect  that  of  others,  without  fearing  it.” 

The  language  of  Monette  is  aj>propriate  and  correct,  and  suitable  here  : 
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^^i^rance  and  Spain  were  now  at  war;  Frencli  emissaries  sou^Tit, 
through  the  prejudice  that  had  been  roused  against  the  Spaniards  relative 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  to  instigate  an  invasion  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida  by  the  people  of  the  United  States ; and,  if  practicable,  even 
a separation  of  the  Western  States,  and  an  alliance  with  Louisiana  under 
the  dominion  and  protection  of  France.’’ 

The  agents  of  the  French  Minister  made  their  appearance  among  the 
Cumberland  settlers,  where  “they  found  heaps  of  live  coals  but  partially 
covered,  and  which  it  was  no  dithcult  labor  to  fan  and  blow  into  a glowing 
heat.”  Old  grudges  and  old  memories  were  here.  A thousand  insults 
and  wrongs  committed  directly  and  indirectly  by  the  Spaniards,  were 
brought  fresh  to  mind  and  talked  of  in  the  spirit  of  exaggeration  and 
revenge.  The  Baron  de  Carondelet  was  fully  aware  of  all  this,  and 
greatly  feared  the  outbreak  and  the  consequences  to  Spanish  possessions. 
In  his  anxiety  to  strengthen  his  defences,  he  not  only  increased  his 
forces  at  the  military  posts  along  the  ^Mississippi  as  high  up  as  Madrid, 
but  “'added  insult  to  all  former  injuries,”  by  entering  into  a treaty  with 
some  of  the  Chickasaw  chiefs,  by  which  tlicre  was  granted  to  the  Span- 
iards the  right  to  the  Fourth  Chickasaw  Bluff,  whereon  a fort  was  hastily 
erected  and  strongly  garrisoned.  This  was  American  soil,  and  these  Indians 
were  vrithin  acknowledged  x\merican  territory.  Fort  Barancas  or  Echore 
Margot  was  erected  upon  the  peninsula  formed  by  the  junction  of  the 
Margot  and  the  3Iississippi. 

But  for  this  provocation,  how  long  would  American  progress  have 
been  stayed  ? 
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Whilst  negotiations  were  lingering,  murders  and  insults  accunmlatinor, 
the  purposes  of  wisdom  unfolding,  and  men  only  straining  to  discover  the 
future  by  looking  through  a confused  atmosphere  beneath  a stormy  sky, 
there  were  consultations  between  leading  men  here,  upon  the  Holston 
and  in  Kentucky,  as  to  what  measures  were  justifiable,  and  should  be 
adopted,  by  the  pioneer  settlers  to  terminate  these  acts  of  the  savages. 
They  deliberated  long  and  anxiously. 

To  the  questions  asked  by  the  Secretary  of  War  : “ Cannot  the  Indians  be 
appeased  by  gifts  ? Have  not  most  of  their  acts  been  provoked  and  done 
in  retaliation  ? Will  not  a hundred  mounted  men,  ranging  through  the 
woods  and  along  the  dividing  ridges  and  the  boundaries  to  which  they 
have  assented,  be  all  that  need  be  done  ? Is  it  not  most  imponant  of  all 
to  restrain  hunters,  spies,  and  speculators  from  intrusions  upon  Indian 
territory?’^ — to  each  and  to  all  of  these  questions,  every  pioneer  would 
have  replied  with  indignation  and  with  scorn,  “No  ! no!” 

They  felt  it  to  be  an  insult  to  be  asked  such  questions  j humiliating  to 
have  to  answer  them.  They  had  practiced  forbearance  until  it  was  no 
longer  a virtue.  That  and  all  their  largesses  were  interpreted  to  the 
prejudice  and  contempt  of  the  settlers.  Who  asks  if  we  have  not  in  all 
instances,  or  in  any,  been  the  wrong-doers  ? Only  one  who  is  so  ignorant 
as  to  inquire  whether  a s((uad  of  cavalry  cannot  detect  and  arrest,  or 
pursue  and  punish,  hosts  of  skulking  .savages  creeping  through  the  dense 
forests  and  thick  cane-brakes,  over  a border  of  many  hundreds  of  miles 
in  extent!  Who  would  require  of  the  settlers  to  stay  an  avemring  hand 
at  a boundary  over  which  the  murderers  and  robbers  are,  in  their  daily 
and  nightly  hunts,  passing  with  impunity;  taking  back  with  them  the 
scalps  of  our  relatives  and  friends,  to  be  hung  up  in  their  cabins  as 
trophies — proofs  of  daring  and  of  our  cowardly  or  inactive  cha- 

racter ? 
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These  men  were  indignant,  mad ; and  some  of  them  grasped  an  instru- 
ment of  death,  and  sicore — swore  vengeance  against  the  savages  and  all 
who  should  be  known  to  them  on/’ 

Shelby,  Logan,  and  Wheatley,  in  Kentucky,  Sevier  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  Ilobertsoii  and  his  neighbors,  on  the  Cumberland,  concurred  in  this 
one  sentiment : ‘‘The  Indians  must  be  whipped  at  their  own  homes.  . . 

We  can  never  quietlj-  and  safely  attend  to  our  stock  and  corn-fields,  until 

they  are  made  to  feel  how  terrible  it  is  to  scatter  arrows,  fire'-brands,  % 

and  death  I We  can  never  catch  them  in  these  forests.” 

The  remarkable  figure  of  speech  used  by  Esquaka,  exhibits  the  very 
idea  and  truth  of  Indian  secresy.  When  asked  if  he  or  Coteutoy 
were  present  upon  a certain  occasion,  he  calmly  dipped  his  finger  in 
water,  then  withdrawing  it,  asked,  “You  see  him  there ‘C’  The  waters 
had  closed — there  was  no  mark.  The  thick  bushes  and  the  rank  grass 
might  be  parted  by  the  dashing  or  the  creeping  foe,  but  the  bending 
limb  and  the  yielding  herbage,  not  rudely  thrust  aside,  recover  their 
natural  position,  “retain  no  trace,  and  tell  no  tales.” 

We  have  shown  how  very  restive  General  Robertson  has  been  for 
years ; that  in  his  heart  the  fire  burned ; that  he  entertained  the  most 
exalted  opinion  and  regard  for  General  Washington,  for  law  and  order, 
and  superior  authority.  He  would  not  be  rash  and  hasty  in  any  matter ; 
he  had  an  ambition  to  be  consistent,  moderate — temperate  in  all  things, 
and  at  all  times.  He,  if  any  man,  actually  gloried  in  the  merits  of  Wash- 
ington. Holding  a commission  from  the  father  of  this  new  country,  and 
having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  “he  would  sufter  torment  before  he 
would  violate  his  oath  or  disgrace  his  commission.”  He  felt  it  was  de- 
volved upon  him,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  teach  by  his  example  the  duty 
of  respect  and  obedience  to  superior  authority.  “No  one  could  tell  how 
extensive  and  injurious  might  be  the  results  of  one  act  of  disobedience, 
by  an  ofificer  occupying  the  position  of  General  Sevier  and  himself. 

Robertson  and  Sevier  felt  themselves  to  be  identified  with  "Washington 
and  “the  noble  army”  of  patriots  of  the  Revolution.  They  had  aided, 
and  were  }'et  working  and  suffering,  to  save  the  richest  country  on  earth 
from  foreign  and  from  savage  rule,  and  to  put  in  operation  a system  of 
government  and  laws  for  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  millions  who  should  come 
after  them.  They  knew  they  were  doing  and  were  called  to  do  a great 
work ; they  had  an  abiding  consciousness  of  this  position  : they  wished 
to  act  up  to  it.  If  they  failed,  it  was  not  because  they  undervalued  or 
set  lightly  upon  the  duties  or  rc.'«pou>ibi]ities,  nor  because  their  heart 
was  not  in  it.  Men  of  very  different  blood,  temperament,  appearance, 
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and  manners,  their  early  experiences,  allotment,  and  training  -R-ere  not 
unlike,  and  their  position,  trials,  and  closing,  lives  not  dissimilar. 

Sevier  had  resources,  opportunities,  and  calls  to  devise,  prosecute,  and 
accomplish  measures  upon  the  theatre  where  his  active  services  were 
required,  which  were  denied  to  Robertson — wisely  denied,  as  could  easily 
be  shown. 

The  one  had  the  nervous  vivacity  of  the  Frenchman — all  honor,  quick 
€ and  dashing,  and  yet  elegant,  polite,  and  fascinating;  the  o'ther  the  staid 

sobriety  of  the  Scotchman — calm,  patient,  uncomplaining,  yet  resc'lved 
to  go  ahead;  ever  in  the  line  of  duty;  of  few  W'ords,  but  well  considered 
and  weighty. 

He  w^as  now  in  a strait  betwixt  two.^^  He  agreed  with  xill  these 
counsellors  that  the  western  settlers  had  endured  beyond  all  example 
elsewhere — beyond  all  that  could  have  been  expected  or  asked  of  them, 
and  that  the  deafness  of  the  Republic  to 'the  cries  of  sufferings  from  the 
western  settlements  was  sufficient  to  justify  many  of  the  complaints  and 
censures  cast  upon  the  Administration.  But  then  he  reminded  the  com- 
plainers  that  their  own  more  immediate  friends  and  neighbors,  and  their 
parent  State,  had  long  treated  them  in  the  same  way,  or  worse.  That  the 
machinery  of  government  was  yet  new,  and  these  stations  were  at  a great 
distance  from  the  central  power.  TVe  were,  however,  enjoying  many 
advantages  under  the  Territorial  Government  which  had  not  been  ex- 
perienced prior  to  its  organization.  We  were  acquainted  with  our  own 
officers ; they  are  identified  with  us.  The  energy  and  devotion  of  the 
Governor,  none  can  doubt;  but  he  is  not  supreme. 

Robertson  wished  to  have  the  tormentors  tormented,^’  the  hornet's 
nest  burned  down,^^  ^Ghe  wolves  smoked  out  of  their  den.’^ 

A year  ago  he  had  proposed  to  Governor  Blount  the  propriety  of  re- 
signing the  commission  of  3Iajor-Gcneral,  which  he  held.  The  Governor 
replies  in  substance : I have  noticed  what  you  have  said  about  your 

resignation,  and  the  object  of  it;  delay  it — the  time  is  not  yet.'' 

It  had  repeatedly  been  suggested  to  him  to  throw  up  his  commission 
and  join  his  fellow-sufferers  in  one  of  the  oft-contemplated  parties,  and 
go  in  force  to  destroy  the  Indian  towns  whence  the  marauders  and  mur- 
derers came. 

Sevier  had  often  done  this,  and  destroyed  towns  and  many  of  their 
warriors,  and  made  his  name  a terror  among  them.  To  all  this  General 
'Robertson  could  reply:  ‘^AVe  once  were  without  law,  and  organized  a 
government  for  ourselves,  but  we  are  now  under  a well -devised  and 
sacredly  recognized  Government.  General  Sevier  and  the  people  of 
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Green  were  puslied  to  do  things  in  their  own  way  for  a season,  but  the 
necessity  being  past,  he  holds  a commission  as  do  otlicrs;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  rebellion  will  not  extend  from  Fort  Pitt  down  here. 
There  is  too  much  of  it  now  on  Holston  and  French  Broad.  Sevier  was 
once  denounced  and  hunted  as  the  Fvebel  Governor  of  Franklin.  Posi- 
tions are  now  changed,  and  those  who  pursued  and  persecuted  him  may 
be  pursued  in  turn.'’^ 

Piobcrtson  and  Sevier,  and  others,  had  endeavored  to  convince  the 
President  that  an  invasion  of  Indian  territory,  and  offensive  war,  would 
alone  procure  peace  and  safety.  Governor  Blount  concurred ; but  as 
Washington  received  no  sanction  for  such  measures  by  Congress,  and  his 
Secretary  of  War  sympathized  with  the  savages,  the  Administration  posi- 
tively refused  to  authorize  any  such  measures,  and  so  informed  Governor 
Blount.  General  Washington  himself  concurred  in  this  view  or  policy, 
in  warrine:  with  savasces  : but  receiving  his  information  as  to  the  nature 
and  extent  and  causes  of  these  complaints  through  his  Secretary,  who 
cherished  a foregone  conclusion  and  condemnation,  and  ‘‘  the  Congress 
alone  possessed  of  power  to  declare  war,'"’  having  adjourned  without  tak- 
ing action  on  the  complaint  of  the  sufferers,  they  must  be  left  to  their 
long  experience,”  and  suffer  still.  Will  they  do  this  patiently?  We 
shall  see. 

In  November  General  Bobertson  addressed  a letter  to  General  Sevier, 
couclied  in  somewhat  mysterious  yet  significant  terms. 

When  will  the  Lower  Towns  get  their  deserts?  (lovernor  Blount 
hints  that  it  will  be  in  the  spring.  I suspect  it  will  be  before  that  time. 
It  may  be  immaterial  to  us,  considering  our  exposed  situation,  and  the 
little  protection  ice  have” 

Therefore  he  urged  General  Sevier  to  carry  an  expedition  of  ffteen 
hundred  men  into  the  Creek  country,  and  ^‘to  do  this  before  the  ensuing 
spring,” 

This  was  intended  to  be  a chastisement  upon  those  who  merited  it — 
had  been  and  were  still  at  war  with  the  whites  in  Georgia  and  Carolina. 
Such  an  invasion  would  alarm  the  Cherokcc.s  generally,  and  probaldy  em- 
ploy some  of  the  amalgamated  Creeks  and  Cherokces  of  the  Lower  Towns 
in  a direction  opposite  to  and  afar  off  from  the  Cumberland — an  advan- 
tageous diversion.  Sevier  tvas  willing  to  render  this  aid  to  his  distant 
friends,  and  to  punish  savages  who  merited  it.  But  delay  wa.s  inevitable, 
or  advisable.  The  Governor  did  not  assent,  although  the  provocations 
were  so  many  and  so  aggravating.  There  were  some  things  said  in  con- 
fidence, and  so  remain. 
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^^Tlie  views  of  prominent  men/^  the  result  of  the  conferences’^  an- 
nounced to  the  people  on  the  Cumberland,  were  to  delay  such  offensive 
measures;  perhaps  they  may  be  authorized,  and  then  no  one  will  ffiil  in 
duty. 

The  conclusion  was  to  postpone  such  steps  until  September  of  the  next 
year.  The  Governor,  however,  declared  (at  least  publicly)  that  he  should 
authorize  or  countenance  no  such  measures,  unless  he  received  full 
authority  from  Government. 

General  Kobertson,  however,  had  announced  to  the  people  that  his 
mind  was  made  up ; that  if  these  outrages  continued,  as  he  believed  they 
would,  he  would  aid  in  equipping,  and  sanction  the  marching  of  a strong 
force  to  the  Lower  Towns,  and  destroy  them  totally.  Then,  if  his  con- 
duct should  not  be  approved,  he  would  resign,  or  be  cashiered,  or  endure 
whatever  disgrace  or  punishment  might  be  inflicted. 

\Yith  this  “set  purpose”  freely  published,  General  Ttobertson  con- 
tinued actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  many  duties  of  his  p'  >si- 
tion.  His  private  aft'airs  needed  more  of  his  attention  than  he  could 
bestow,  or  withdraw  from  public  concerns,  and  the  multiplicity  of  calls 
upon  him  personally,  and  by  letter,  relative  to  the  interests  and  business 
of  others. 

He  had  secured  the  services  of  a number  of  friendly  Indians,  of  the 
full  and  half  blood,  who  passed  to  and  fro,  making  discoveries,  bringing 
in  reports,  and  fresh  meat  and  skins.  The  remark  of  ‘‘the  said  Hood” 
was,  “Words  and  venison  both  come  under  fresh  parchment.”  His 
meaning  was,  “A  friendly  runner,  or  trot-Indian,”  who  had  obtained  infor- 
mation he  wished  to  communicate,  deemed  it  sometimes  safest  to  enter 
the  white  settlements  with  something  to  sell.  Deers  were  brought  in 
“ fjutted,  but  not  skinned,”  and  when  he  threw  down  his  load  of  meat, 
he  delivered  himself  also  of  his  burden  of  words.  Usually,  however, 
these  trotters  wmnt  and  came  with  light  equipments,  and  “never  minded 
the  wild  game.” 

General  Robertson  repeatedly  received  knowledge  of  some  , of  the 
Spanish  dealings  with  the  Indians,  through  the  agency  of  these  (not 
always  trusty)  friends. 

And  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  Spaniards  and  Indian  chiefs  learned 
of  transactions  among  the  whites  by  the  like  conveyances. 

An  abbreviated  statement  may  serve  to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Spaniards  attempted  to  justify  some  of  their  acts,  and  the  complaints 
made  to  our  Government  of  the  conduct  of  General  Robertson.  We 
need  make  no  further  remarks  on  the  treaty  they  had  formed  with  Indians 
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living  'within  our  territory,  oiiering  protection  to  tliem,  having  agents  and 
traders  among  them,  etc.  This  was  an  offence  v^hich  would  have  justified 
warlike  measures  against  Spain  at  any  moment. 

In  the  spring  of  this  year  a deputation  of  chiefs,  Delaware  and  Shaw- 
iiese,  from  New  iUadrid,  (by  the  advice  of  Portell,  the  commandant  there,) 
visited  the  Choctaws  and  Creeks,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  them  to  war 
against  the  United  States,  and  whilst  on  their  way  these  chiefs  stated 
they  were  to  meet  the  Cherokee  nation  in  full  council  at  Estanaula,'  and 
expected  to  induce  them  also  to  join  in  the  war.  They  informed  the  \ 

Cherokees  that  the  Shawnees  had  resolved  to  destroy  the  Chickasaws  for 
joining  the  army  of  General  St.  Clair.  There  were  alleged  grievances 
which  the  Creeks  also  avowed  a wish  to  avenge  upon  the  Chickasaws. 

At  the  conference  at  Nashville,  (to  which  they  had  not  been  invited, 
but  where  they  came  as  spies,)  they  stole  horses  from  the  Chickasaws. 

The  latter  pursued  the  thieves,  demanded  their  horses,  (which  the  Creeks 
refused  to  give  up,)  and  in  an  altercation  which  ensued,  several  of  the 
Creeks  were  killed.  The  Creek  chiefs  justified  the  theft  of  the  horses 
with  good  Spanish  diplomatic  argument : We  found  the  horses  upon 

the  lands  of  our  enemies,  the  whites,  and  if  they  were  your  horses,  you 
were  there  in  friendly  conference  with  our  enemies.”  To  which  the 
Chickasaws  retorted,  And  you  were  there,  enemies,  under  the  guise  of 
friends,  and  partaking  of  hospitalities  as  well  as  we.”  This  is  the  head 
and  front  of  the  offending  of  the  Chickasaws  to  the  Creeks. 

Here  was  now  a formidable  league  to  destroy  this  small  nation;  and 
because  of  their  friendship  to  the  United  States.  It  became  the  duty 
and  the  true  policy  of  our  Government  not  merely  to  supply  them  with 
provisions  when  they  were  ready  to  perish  with  hunger,  but  to  furnish 
them  with  ample  means  of  defence,  and  to  embrace  the  opportunity  so  to 
do  it,  as  to  convince  all  their  and  our  enemies,  we  were  friends  who  could 
be  relied  on;  that  we  had  an  abundance  of  provisions,  an  abundance 
of  fire-arms,  and  a determined  will,  which  they  had  best  not  provoke. 

Under  these  threats  and  preparations  of  their  enemies,  the  Chicka.saws 
were  driven  to  defensive  measures.  On  the  loth  of  February,  a letter, 
signed  by  twenty-nine  of  their  chiefs,  was  a<ldressed  to  General  Robert- 
son, in  reply  to  one  of  sympathy  and  encouragt'inent  from  him.  In  their 
letter  they  say,  We,  liead-men,  have  held  you  fast  by  the  hand,  and 
have  told  our  young  warriors  t<:>  do  ilie  same.  And  they  will,  as  long  as 
they  arc  able  to  lift  a hatchet.  We  have  sent  you  a war-club.  When 
we  both  take  hold,  we  can  strike  a hard  blow Send  ex- 

presses to  every  head-man  in  America,  particularly  to  General  Washing- 
ton; ....  to  the  head-men  in  Kentucky Let 
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them  know  our  agreement  was  to  be  as  one  man  in  reg-ard  to  our 

enemies  and  friends The  Creeks  say^  all  the  Virginians 

are  liars,  and  no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  in  them,  and  that  we 

ChickaSaws  are  fools Their  talk  did  not  alter  us.  . . . 

Speak  strong  to  your  young  warriors;  let  us  join  to  teach  the  .Creeks 
ivhat  war  is. 

You  make  whiskey ; send  us  some;  it  is  good  to  take  a little  at  war- 
talks 

‘^We  believe  the  Choctaws  will  join  us,  and  not  our  enemies.  They 

need  ammunition  and  guns  as  well  as  we Muskets,  riSes, 

smooth  bores  will  do As  we  made  no  crop  last  year,  we  are 

in  a starving  condition.  Send  us  quickly  fifteen  hundred  bushels  of 
corn,  two  barrels  of  flour,  one  hundred  biisliels  of  salt,  one  hogshead  of 
tobacco,  fifty  bags  of  vermilion — as  it  is  greatly  wanted  in  war.  Do  not 
forget  the  whiskey.  And  we  desire  that  General  AY ashington  will 
station  a garrison  at  the  Muscle  Shoals,  or  Bear  Creek. 

It  was  in  this  exigency  that  Piomingo  determined  to  visit  General 
Kobertson  and  Governor  Blount,  to  deliver  to  the  Governor  a speech 
expressive  of  the  same  sentiments  as  those  in  the  letter  to  General 
Pvobertson. 

Knowing  the  dangers  to  whicli  these  friendly  Indians  were  exposed, 
and  that  they  were  suffering  for  food,  General  Bobertson  promptly  de- 
cided to  send  them  relief.  Fortunately,  Mr.  Portell,  the  commandant  of 
the  Spanish  post  at  New  IMadrid,  had  written  to  General  Bobertson  to 
supply  him  with  corn.  The  General,  therefore,  resolved  to  ship  such  a 
load  as  would  greatly  exceed  the  necessities  of  Portell,  and  the  surplus 
could  readily  be  taken  a little  lower  down  the  river  to  those  who  most 
needed,  and  whose  wants  he  preferred  to  supply. 

The  boat  was  easily  filled — the  settlers  had  enough  and  to  spare ;” 
and  on  the  23d  April  the  boat  left  the  shore  at  Nashville,  under  the 
charge  of  Jonathan  F.  Bobertson,  eldest  son  of  the  General,  and  landed 
at  New  jMadrid  on  7th  31ay.  A small  swivel  or  brass  cannon  was 
mounted  on  the  boat  for  its  defence. 

On  the  9th,  31  r.  Portell  wrote  to  General  Bobertson,  regretting  that 
he  had  not  been  advised  of  liis  intention  to  send  him  the  corn — he  had 
supplied  himself,  and  could  take  but  one  hundred  bushels,  for  which  he 
had  paid  his  son  the  money.  Tiiis  small  sale  was  no  disappointment  to 
young  Bobertson,  who  cheerfully  proceeded  to  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs  and 
.landed  his  cargo,  and  “the  little  piece”  or  swivel. 

Portell  “expressed,”  by  canoe,  the  information  of  these  facts  to 
Carondelet,  at  New  Orleans,  who  in.?tantly  transmitted  the  intelligence  to 
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the  Spanish  agents  at  Pliilaclelphia.  On  the  same  day^  21st  hlay,  the 
Baron  presented  his  information  and  sentiments  upon  tliis  subject  to 
General  Kohertson.  After  a uumber  of  preliminary  and  complimentary 
remarks,  he  proceeds,  “ I have  felt  the  greatest  concern  on  account  of 
the  measures  taken  by  you  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Chickasaw 
nation,  sending  tliem  such  supplies,  and  at  the  same  time  a little  i^iece^ 

an  arm  too  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  Indians The  policy 

of  the  United  States  and  of  Spain  is  carefully  to  conceal  from  them  its 
use,  etc.,  etc.  This  had  been  his  conduct  toward  the  Cherokees.  And 
really,  (so  he  ventured  to  assert,)  he  had  prevailed  upon  them  to  stop 
all  hostility  against  the  Cumberland  settlements  I This  they  would 
observe,  unless  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence.'’' 

He  then  insultingly  speaks  of  his  gracious  Majesty  mediating  with 
Congress  to  fix  certain  boundaries,  which,  being  advantageous  to  both 
nations,  might  prevent  further  controversy  ! The  same  rule  had  been 
observed  toward  the  Creeks,  whom  he  had  turned  irom  their  hostility 
toward  the  Georgians ! He  asserted  that  he  had  refused  Creeks  and 
Chickasaws,  at  a conference  at  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  a supply  of 
arms  ! ....  It  is  probable  that  a general  peace  will  shortly  take 

place,  without  which  the  Cumberland  settlement  cannot  fiourish.  He 
wished  for  an  opportunity  to  see  the  General,  and  convince  him  of  the 
gTeat  esteem  in  which  he  held  him." 

The  agents  of  the  Spanish  Government  at  Philadelphia  entered 
warmly  into  the  discussion  of  this  affair,  and  ma'le  to  our  Government 
their  bitter  'complaint. 

Our  Government  did  not  condescend  to  notice  these  inferior  and 
querulous  spirits.-  Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  addreessed  a digni- 
fied and  scathing  rebuke  and  refutation,  directly  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, thromrh  the  American  minister  at  3Iadrid. 

It  was  left  to  General  Ilobertson,  in  his  own  defence  and  defence  of 
the  Cumberland  people,  to  reply  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet ; and  as  that 
reply  has  never  been  published,  we  give  it  from  the  original  manuscript, 
vol.  i.  of  Bobertson’s  Correspondence  : 

“Meuo  District,  Nashville,  9th  December,  1793. 

“^CSir: — I had  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  21st  of  May, 
and  am  hajq»y  to  find  your  Excellency’s  sentiments  so  congenial  with  my 
own,  relative  to  tlie  treatment  proper  to  be  given  our  Indian  lunglibors. 
When  we  reason  from  general  principles,  a small  degree  of  rdleetion  will 
show  us  the  impropriety  of  enlightened  n:ition>  fiirni>hlng  savages,  even 
in  time  of  war,  with  weapons  that  a few  months  may  turn  against  them- 


'^^"W0hy 


cdJ  ^ iM  $»IS!  04to  crt^  <»0  . ^4i<||^>Wi<t'I  M ik>jj^»tf  diiiS£^^B  fkdl 
pj  ^<d4ntutt>\itii  »y  fc^09«9i<i  *ioxtfi[ 

•^,.»rt.iio>Bi|»K*:{»  hm  pMi4mdm4  ■%  .#dmjjvi  4 W^'A  ■■  |jm'(»0 

Ip  Jtjjiwai^  4/y.  I **  ,aatt4ia:^^ 

ifmrxJMO  tfi(l,%y  ^;itm,^'i  \il  pdi 

^»\NjU  a 4mi4  9414^  p4«*  *i!ll 

'(oilptl  i/ifT  . f » . ^,9  4^4X1  I'O  adj  tfX  WipT5^rt«6  oo4  tvm  (A 
ftji  i«L»4i  kP^‘■flp9^p|■Y;t^A:^Mv '«t  .»qa«t|B' ‘k  ilflJJ 

paU. xfcW'fi.Si«4  sidT. . .\»b  tvssjp  ,9«0 
im>Hy  ittiqu  ai  bBJMimr  &d  oi)  ,iil/m 

tdijipy/  ,'^'^vdi  lHAWdi«jiJl5pa.rfbAxd‘j^i<£tJ40  p44  4i:Ai?«;g«  i^jfiirJiod  lU 

^ ■ '\ppllptpb  ^d7tP«(lo  ':  ;: 

diXTf  ywbwVWtf  a«f4w^,  f>H 

44a*4  o4, . 
imd  biiw'i  |i4iri  'j{i<iik^  ft4-''(^  ^ 7i»diwi  Mo7.$v!  imohm  .' 

'^iiliUod  ‘9-M  hmvtf4.’'h^Km^o  ' ;■ 

bjJir  8i*j^:-fC,V  & fnayroi  ; ^ 

..^0  4 46  ap.aw'k<>a^  41 

»i4  •(U'^pds  iUw  61  4l  / V , ’ &««4  , 

oil  , J^rxial}  lo^l^J*«^^<ilr4i^.i^^^^  , 

”odt  Ip  b&\M^  ' v 

’‘' l>^*'i5Jt'xiP ' , 9^44h„;lp.  »^ppS«  ©'dT^  ,.  ,.‘ 


‘•’■W'l  o^.  ^b^jsix  im4  eM'4  Ip  pdJ,.a4«ji  Yjiinaw  ']|Ki  ‘ * 

■'•'  >,PT''>^-:-  , j. . {,  , . . ,,.'V  ,*  . 1.  ':■ 


■M 


hm  ymii^hu  ‘ 9^dJ  4pX!,  >l|jb.  iooxoinpYp;^  toO  . ' 

6'  UiHu’ihhr^  ,fi8Jit4<|-|:’-ai/olindjap 

-tiTovo'D  A<imi^d  p4?  oi.. 

Up  pp,u‘/ipb  him  4d  i.JI(i' «ftv  il 

;4eif4  tn  6tli ; i6'bi'mon;0  oh 

,4(jh'pij&ar.m  p w&a  md 

.:;,tt>4xpb^t|iii&npp;6‘^  .i  dor,^ 


(>!<». 


.t^l  ,wnTM»(l  Aid  ^IhAPifiK 


L 


Wt- 

bxu) 


v^  V. 

u., 

^i: 


#4?*  -fen'  tJ« 

. .j./"i-'  ■..:...,  -_f..  ^ ‘^.-V--1* 


x»<^  'hdUi^m' TT'.k 


la^dntij  fil 


440 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


selves;  much  more  so  in  a time  of  peace.  This,  sir,  is,  however,  an 
idea  that  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time  I sent  the  piece  to  the  Chicka- 
saws;  but  that  step  was  merely  the  effect  of  an  effusion  of  friendship  for 
them  in  consec|uence  of  their  faithful  adherence  to  our  interest,  and  per- 
haps will  appear  les>s  reprehensible  when  it  is  considered,  tliey  were  then 
at  open  war  with  the  Creeks,  who  have  been  our  constant  and  inveterate 
enemies.  I must,  however,  observe,  that  this  was  altogether  a trans- 
action of  my  6v:n,  and  must  not  be  charged  on  our  General  Govern- 
ment, to  which  application  wais  made  for  several  more,  tvhich  was  refused. 

1 can  assure  your  Excellency  that  every  opportunity  has  been  made 
use  of  to  impress  on  the  Indians  the  idea  of  friendship  subsisting  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  particularly  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  this  Territory  at  a treaty  held  by  authority  of  the 
United  States  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  at  this  place  in 
1792,  and  it  has  been  my  particular  care  at  every  conference  to  hold  out 
the  same  idea. 

“Yarious  reports  have  circulated  with  us  of  the  Spanish  Government 
having  incited  the  Indians  to  war  against  us,  of  which  I held  it  my  duty 
to  inform  Government;  though,  at  the  same  time,  I knew  not  how  to 
reconcile,  this  w’ith  infoiuiation  I received  through  the  channel  of  cor- 
respondence with  several  Spanish  officers,  and  other  corroborating  circum- 
stances, w'holly  incompatible  with  such  measures,  wffiich  also  I remarked 
in  my  representations  to  Government. 

The  establishment  of  peace  is  indeed  a very  important  object,  espe- 
cially for  our  infant  countries;  and  it  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to 
find  the  measures  of  your  Government  directed  to  tliat  end,  and  the 
more  so  as,  if  sincerely  pursued,  which  I doubt  not  they  are,  they  cannot 
fail  of  success. 

‘^The  honor  of  an  interview  w'ith  your  Excellency,  though  it  would 
afford  me  real  satisfaction,  is  wffiat  I rather  wish  for  than  expect ; 
yet  it  may  still  be  in  our  pow'er  to  correspond,  which  I flatter  myself  will 
be  done.” 

The  Spanish  Government  had  sent  very  artful  and  energetic  agents  to 
the  United  States,  and  to  lier  colonies  of  Louisiana  and  Florida.  They 
were  incessant  in  the  use  of  all  conceivable  craft  and  schemes  to  embarrass 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  enmity  and  hypocrisy  of 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet  could  not  always  be  concealed,  his  professions 
of  friendship  could  not  always  bo  crclitcd  ; liis  attempt  (and  that  of  his 
two  vulgar  advocates  and  apologists  and  defenders,  Jaiolenes  and  \'iar) 
to  justify  interference  with  and  arming  of  Indians  within  the  territory  of 
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the  United  States,  was  sufficient  to  make  him  distrusted  ever  after  by  all 
prudent  and  upri;^;ht  men.  These  nrtificcs  were  not  practiced  alone  by 
an  inferior  governor  and  commandant  ‘ and  his  emissaries,  but  by  so 
high  a functionary  as  the  learned  and  elegant  Guardoqui,  whilst  repre- 
senting his  G overnment  'as  minister  to  the  United  States,  and  not  less 
when  he  returned  home  and  occupied  a position  next  to  the  all-powerful 
Alcudia,  and  there  dictated  in  the  affairs  of  Spain  in  Xorth  America. 
Even  he  continued  his  many  professions  of  devotedness  to  the  prosperity 
and  greatness  of  our  country,  when  he  could  not  hide  his  measures  or 
counsels  for  decided  liindrance  and  opposition.  The  claims  to  territory 
within  our  treaty  limits,  and  to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  ^Mississippi, 
were  boldly  advocated  by  these  representatives  of  Spanish  arrogance. 
And,  as  we  have  intimated,  they  found  much  encouragement  from  the 
divisions  and  jealousies  in  our  own  country. 

In  confirmation  we  may  quote  a few  sentences  from  the  communication 
of  Messrs.  Carmichdel  and  Short  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  Araujuez,  May  5th,  1708,  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Jay  to  the 
United  States.  Durino-  his  residence  as  minister  to  the  United  States 
from  Spain,  M.  Guardocjui  had  witnessed  dissensions,  divisions,  and 
jealousies  among  our  States  and  citizens,  and  a very  inefficient  govern- 
ment, and  he,  like  the  representatives  of  Ihigland  and  France,  would 
have  never  grieved  at  any  continuance  or  aggravation  of  such  an  unsettled 
and  unhappy  condition  of  American  affairs,  if  the  aims  of  his  own 
Government  could  be  promoted. 

After  his  return  to  Spain,  the  impressions  made  on  his  mind  in  this 
country  were  evident.  He  retained  those  impressions,  and  was  unwilling 
to  admit  there  could  have  been  any  improvement  after  he  had  left  the 
United  States;  and  especially  as  he  saw  tlie  llevolurion  in  France  produc- 
tive of  so  much  bloochhed,  wickedness,  and  disorganization. 

^Mle  conversed  with  some  individuals  in  America  who  expressed  their 
wishes  to  see  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  proliibital  and  our  limits 
narrowed,  in  order  to  have  the  proiluctions  of  the  western  country 
brought  through  the  Atlantic  States,  and  to  have  our  population  more 
concentrated.  . . . He  also  saw  some  individuals  of  the  western 

country,  or  going  to  settle  there,  W'ho  treated  their  adhesion  to  the  rest 
of  the  Union  as  visionan/.  . , . From  hence  ho  had  formed  his 

opinions,  that  the  United  States  did  not  desire  this  navigation  and  the 
limits  which  the  Commissioners  asked,  or  at  least  did  not  so  generally 
desire  it,  as  that  they  could  be  brought  to  make  any  united  effort  to 
obtain  it.  . . . And  also  that  the  western  inhabitants,  whenever 

they  shall  acquire  force,  will  separate  from  the  Atlantic  States." 
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Under  tlie  influence  of  these  opinions,  it  is  possible  that  the  navi- 
gation may  be  kept  back  m petto,  in  order  to  produce  this  separation  if 
too  long  delayed,  or  to  purchase- the  friendship  of  those  inhabitants  after 
being  separated  from  us ; and  perhaps  still  further,  in  order  to  purchase 
the  promise  of  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Spain.’’ 

This  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  to  mcdille  in  the  domestic  affairs  of 
our  country,  was  manifested  in  frequent  instances  and  in  a great  variety 
of  ways.  Spanish  agents  were  sent  among  the  Indians  within  our  own 
territories,  and  the  chiefs  were  invited  to  conferences  at  Xew  Orleans, 
Pensacola,  and  upon  our  immediate  borders,  (if  not  within  them,") 
and  most  artful  means  used  to  keep  up  their  jealousy,  distrust,  and 
hatred  of  the  Americans;  holding  out  to  them  the  idea  that  ‘‘the  great 
King  of  the  Spains”  could  and  would  secure  and  protect  them  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  United  States. 

We  will  give  portions  of  some  of  the  State  papers  prepared  by  the 
Baron  and  his  querulous  associates,  fair  samples  of  the  whole : 

THE  Chiefs,  Warriors,  and  others  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation. 

‘'‘The  losses  and  misfortunes  of  your  nation  have  afflicted  me. 

“I  transmit  to  the  great  King  of  the  Spains  whatever  your  messengers 
have  said  to  me.  Kis  majesty  keeps  in  his  heart  all  the  colored  people. 
He  desires  their  happiness,  . . . and  that  they  shall  preserve  their 

lands.  . . . The  great  King  will  treat  with  the  Americans,  and 

obtain  from  them  the  lands  necessary  for  your  habitations,  with  demar- 
cations of  limits  which  may  leave  no  more  room  for  contest. 

“You  will  let  me  know  your  limits,  the  limits  you  claim,  that  I 
may  immediately  inform  the  great  King  of  them  ; and  if  the  other  nations 
of  the  north,  your  allies,  will  let  me  know  theirs,  I will  procure  that  they 
may  be  comprised  in  the  same  treaty  which  shall  terminate  your  differ- 
ences with  the  United  States.” 

Thus  wrote  Carondelet  in  November,  1792,  and  Jaudenes  and  Yiar 
approved  it. 

But  the  story  of  the  “travelled  Indian,”  as  related  by  these  Spanish 
ofiScers,  is  too  rich  to  be  omitted  in  this  narrative.  We  have  taken  pleasure 
in  rehearsing  the  visits  of  other  “big  Indians”  to  the  Cumberland  settle- 
ments, and  the  hospitality  extended  to  them  by  General  Robertson  and 
other  persons  of  distinction  there.  Why  shall  we  not  give  the  “ Relation” 
as  they  liave  given  it  ? 

“Ugalayacal)c”  (whicli  the  Americans  abbreviated  into  the  very  ex- 
pre.ssive  word.s,  Cul>)  was  a Cherokee  chief,  possessed  of  much 
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vanity  and  of  but  moderate  influence  im  his  nation.  The  Relation  of 
the  Occurrences  of  his  Journey  to  Cumberland/’  is  given  by  Jaudenes  and 
Viar  : ^‘On  his  return  from  visiting  his  father,  the  chief  of  New  Orleans, 
(Carondelet,)  loaded  with  handsome  presents,  he  met  in  the  road  two 
Americans,  who  persuaded  him  pressingly  to  go  to  Cumberland,  where 
they  would  receive  a good  present.  He  answered  that  he  had  been  to 
see  his  father  at  New  Orleans;  the  Spaniards  were  his  whites — he 
desired  no  others. 

Having  arrived  at  his  nation,  they  went  to  his  cabin  and  teased  him 
'SO  much,  that  he  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  consenting 
to  take  the  journey  to  Cumberland,  with  the  design  of  seeing  if 

it  was  true  that  Piomingo  had  ceded  lands  to  the  Americans 

Having  arrived  at  Cumberland,  they  spoke  to  Governor  Hlount,  who 
caressed  him  much,  and  proposed  to  establish  a factory  or  magazine  of 
trade  at  Bear  Creek,  which  he  refused ; that  he  desired  the  Spaniards 
for  his  whites  : they  furnished  his  nation  all  the  goods  they  wanted. 
^Look  at  my  fine  clothes,’  said  he;  ‘I  want  nothing.’  On  this  the 
Governor  looked  at  him  with  evil  eyes,  and  said  to  him,  ^You  have  sold 
your  lands  vrell  to  the  Spaniards;’  this  he  denied.  Then  the  Governor 
asked  him  if  he  would  assist  the  Americans,  if  they  should  have  war  with 
the  whites ; he  said  he  would  not,  but  he  never  would  permit  Americans 
to  establish  themselves  farther  in  advance  than  where  tliey  were  ! That 
Governor  Blount  gave  him  a great-coat  and  hat,  a rerij  little  hat,  which 
he  could  not  get  on  his  head,  and  so  he  gave  it  to  his  son  because  he 
was  going  to  be  married. 

^^That  the  Americans  gave  a dozen  cart-loads  of  goods  to  the  Indians, 
of  the  value  (as  they  told  him)  of  85000;  that  he  had  little  ammunition, 
no  axes,  mattocks,  nor  hatchets,  some  guns,  much  whiskey,  victuals  in 
abundance,  meat  at  pleasure.” 

Such  were  ^Ghe  occurrences  of  the  journey  to  Cumberland,”  as  certified 
by  the  two  Spanish  Charges  des  Aflaires.  In  April  of  this  year,  1703,  a 
paper  was  prepared  by  tlie  agents  of  Governor  Gayoso,  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  purporting  to  bo  signed  by  the  Bloody  Fellow,  or  Esquaka,  and 
other  chiefs  on  the  Tennessee  River,  at  or  near  Lookout  and  Chicka- 
mauga  towns,  addressed  to  this  Spanish  Governor. 

This  paper  ‘^complains  bitterly  of  the  ungenerous  method  with  which 
the  Americans  have  appropriated  to  themselves  the  dwellinu'-lauds  of  the 
Indians.  . . . The  passion  of  the  Americans  for  e>tablishing  them- 

selves on  the.  lands  of  the  Indians,  is  too  well  known  to  you  to  need  ex- 
planation. In  a worvl,  sinee  they,  by  fraudiihmt  niean.s,  have  usurped 
the  lands  of  the  Indians,,  the  nation  universally  reclaims  and  insists  to 
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preserve  its  ancient  limits  on  which  they  agreed  with  the  British,  They 
pray  you  to  employ  all  your  force  to  obtain  from  His  Majesty  this  favor, 
if  it  be  possible  j and  if  it  cannot  be  obtained,  they  insist  that  the  settle- 
ment at  Cumherland  alone  shall  be  removed  at  all  events.  Without  this, 
nothing  will  satisfy  the  Chcrukees  and  Talpuches. 

Cumberland  was  settled  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war  by  a 
certain  Bobertson,  and  some  companions  of  his,  who,  concealing  their  jour- 
ney and  designs,  took  possession,  by  force,  of  those  lands.'  Perhaps  the 
Americans  will  make  it  appear  that  they  possess  these  lands  by  free  and 
lawful  treaties ; but  it  is  not  so 

Robertson  and  his  companions  are  the  real  and  true  cause  that  so 
much  blood  has  ])eeii  spilt ; and  the  confusion  which  has  subsisted,  and 
still  subsists,  is  owing  entirely  to  this  settlement;  and  while  it  remains 
in  this  place  there  is  no  hope  of  a solid  peace. 

This  settlement  taken  away,  the  Cherokee  nation  declares  that  it  does 
not  desire  to  be  an  enmiiy  of  the  Americans  : it  declares,  moreover,  that  it 
does  not  entertain  this  solicitude  from  caprice  or  pique ; that  they  never 
questioned  the  legality  of  their  treaties  under  the  British  Government.^' 

The.se  documents  bear  upon  the  face  unquestionable  evidence  of 
Spanish  origin;  they  are  portions  of  the  mass  of  proof  of  the  presump- 
tuous intermeddling  and  mischievous  designs  of  Spain  against  this  feeble 
settlement.  Nations,  savage  and  civilized,  (?)  thus  combined  and  made 
war — a cruel  and  bloody  war — for  many  years  upon  ^‘Robertson  and  his 
companions."  A war  of  extermination  was  contemplated,  and  the  agents 
of  Spain  urged  and  ai'led  its  prosecution.  None  can  read  the  history  of 
the  suffering’s  of  these  hardy  Americans,  and  refrain  from  expressing 
surprise  that  they  were  not  driven  away,  or  annihilated.  Were  not 
that  period  noted  for  the  insolence,  insults,  and  intermeddling  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Spain,  we  might  express  astonishment  that  Spain 
should  have  dared  to  enter  our  own  territories  and  arrogate  to  “the  groat 
King  of  the  Spains"  the  right  to  protect  “ all  the  colored  people,"  reclaim 
and  secure  ancient  limits,’'  and  “remove  the  Cumberland  settlers  !" 

The  Spaniards  urged  these  Indian  warriors  to  violate  the  treaties  made 
with  the  Americans,  and  Ciis  not  in  such  a covert  manner  as  to  prevent 
detection.  From  the  king  on  his  throne,  through  all  the  ranks  of  Spanish 
nobility  and  officers,  tlierc  was  vexation,  irritation,  and  subterfuge.  They 
saw  the  fading  away  of  the  glory  of  their  nation.  The  prestige  of  her 
power  and  greatness  was  gone.  Her  immense  and  rich  colonies  were 
rapidly  escaping  her  grasp.  She  must  .see  that  what  thus  passed  from 
her  would  but  add  to  the  greatnes.s  and  overshadowing  glory  of  the  new 
Republic  of  America. 
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Therefore  they  preTaricated ; resorted  to  petty  and  mean  artifices; 
and  were  guilty  of  acts  which  would  have  justified  an  active  and  hostile 
position  on  our  part. 

This  was  continued  down  to  the  actual  invasion  of  our  territory  across 
the  Sabine,  near  Xacogdochcs,  from  which  they  had  to  retire  in  disgrace, 
and  surrender  all  of  the  French  Louisiana  to  our  possession.  This  same 
feeling  and  course  of  annoyance  were  continued  in  Florida  until  ^here 
too  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  last  bow,  and  hearing  their  fare- 
well. 

' In  General  Robertson^s  intercourse  as  a citizen,  and  as  Indian  agent, 
he  found  it  advantageous  to  conciliate  the  good  will  and  services  of 
influential  Indians,  by  presents  of  clothes,  hat,  cap,  and  plume,  by  epau- 
lettes, and  large  brass  buttons  ; and,  as  the  mark  of  highest  distinction,  by 
the  donation  of  “silver  medals.^’ 

This  had  been  the  practice  of  England,  France,  and  Spain.  It  had 
ever  been  regarded  as  a legitimate  and  cheap  mode  of  securing  the  good 
will  of  the  savages ; and  unless  it  was  done  to  corrupt  and  bribe,  and  alien- 
ate the  Indians  who  lived  within  the  territory  of  a friendly  power,  there 
was  no  cause  of  offence.  But  so  querulous  was  Spain,  so  very  jealous, 
watchful,  and  anxious  to  find  cause  of  complaint  with  the  United  States, 
she  complained  of  such  presents  being  made  by  our  Government  to  chiefs, 
head-men,  and  warriors  of  tribes  living  within  our  own  limits,  to  Creeks, 
Cherokees,  Chickasaws,  and  Choctaws. 

Those  “polite  and  sensitive”  ofiicers,  Jaudenes  and  Yiar,  made  it  a 
matter  of  complaint  in  their  letters  to  Secretary  Jefierson  that  Governor 
Blount  and  General  liobertson  had  been  the  immediate  agents  in  “ giving 
gifts”  to  the  poor  savages;  that  this  and  that  one  was  flattered  with  some 
high  military  title,  with  a coat  and  brass  buttons,  with  an  epaulette,  hat, 
and  plun>e;  and  some  were  made  “Great  iMedal  Chiefs,”  and  offensively 
displayed  on  the  breast  a silver  plate,  with  the  efligy  of  the  President, 
and  at  the  bottom,  “George  Washington,  President,  1792;”  and  others 
with  the  legend,  “ Friendship  and  trade  without  end.”  These  cheap  dis- 
tinctions sometimes  purchased  valuable  friend.ship,  or  subdued  a bitter 
and  dangerous  enmity. 

“ Spite  of  all  the  fools  that  pride  has  made, 

’Tis  not  on  man  a useless  burden  laid: 

Pride  has  ennobled  some,  and  some  disgraced — 

It  hurts  not  in  itself,  but  as  ’ris  placed: 

When  right,  its  views  know  none  but  virtue's  bound ; 

When  wrong,  it' scarcely  looks  one  inch  around.” 
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CHAPTER  XXYII. 

1793. 

The  Britisli  and  Spanisli  emissaries  were  bnsily  engaged  in  macliinations 
and  mischief  to  the  western  settlements  for  many  years.  Without  wear- 
ing out  our  own^  or  the  patience  of  our  readers,  by  attempts  to  unravel 
the  schemes  of  diplomacy,  or  the  workings  of  plots  and  counterplots,  our 
narrative  presents  the  sufferings  endured  by  those  against  whom  some  of 
these  agents  of  mischief  assiduously  labored,  and  the  final  working  out  of 
wonderful  deliverances,  ‘‘through  their  much  tribulation.’^ 

We  shall  throw  together  some  correspondence  in  a form  more  full 
than  has  been  woven  into  our  narrative.  This  will  exhibit  again  a fact 
to  which  we  have  called  attention  elsewhere,  that  the  settlers  here  and  in 
East  Tennessee  were  fur  years  in  situations,  and 

separated  by  mountain  barriers,  and  virtually  cast  off  by  the  parent  State, 
so  that  they  were  compelled  to  act  very  independent  parts.  As  General 
Sevier  was  the  recognized  leader  in  East  Tennessee,  and  surrounded  by 
able  and  worthy  men,  and  a host  of  devoted  fellow -citizens,  so  was 
Kobertson  looked  up  to  by  the  stationers  on  Cumberland  as  a worthy 
leader,  by  whose  side  stood  Bf'dsoc  and  all  others ; and  between  these 
men  and  Sevier  there  was  a friendship  which  distance  and  the  mountain- 
heights  could  not  cool  or  sever. 

There  was  a strange  vacillating,  embarrassing,  and  irritating  course 
pursued  both  by  Virginia  toward.-i  her  western  country  when  the  people 
asked  for  and  needed  a separate  and  independent  form  of  government 
and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  by  Xorth  Carolina  towards  her 
western  territory  advancing  to  a like  necessity.  In  Kentucky  they  were 
driven  to  the  holding  of  nine  or  ton  conventions  before  they  succeeded. 
North  Carolina  “ceded”  and  afterwards  “revoked  the  cession  act,” 
neglected  them,  east  them  (,)ff,  taxed  them,  granted  away  their  lands, 
seized  the  “ chief  citizen,”  “outlawed”  him,  and  then  gave  him  up  to  the 
people,  who  delighted  to  do  liiin  honor. 

But  towards  “the  small  estates  on  Cumberland,”  and  towards  Bobert- 
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son  and  his  peers,  no  snch.  harsh  measures  were  pursued.  These  were 
too  hir  away,  too  fe<ihle~and  the  others  intervened.  The  Creeks  and 
Cherokees  waged  war  against  these  settlements  on  both  sides  the  moun- 
tains ; and  for  years,  if  they  had  been  fully  recognized  as  independent 
States,  they  could  not  have  been  left  to  manage  their  own  defences  by 
themselves  more  absolutely  than  they  were,  though  counties  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina. 

But  why  should  these  Indians  be  induced  or  provoked  to  come  so  far 
and  seek  the  destruction  of  settlers  who  had  never  disturbed  them  ? Have 
they  any  real  or  presumed  cause  for  their  hostility  ? There  is  no  laud 
on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee  to  which  they  have  ever  had  any  claim  or 
right.  These  settlers  Have  done  no  act  by  which  the  Creeks  have  been 
damaged,  except  in  self-defence  or  when  attacked. 

. The  machinations  of  k^panish  officers  and  emissaries  were  strongly  sus- 
pected. Bobertson  and  Bledsoe,  and  others,  had  long  distrusted  the 
honesty  of  profession's  which  had  been  repeatedly  and  lavishly  bestowed. 
They  had  some  information  — which  caused  them  to  be  guarded  and 
watchful.  They  had  corresponded  with  Spanish  officers  j they  now  re- 
solved to  send  a joint  letter  and  by  a full  embassy,  two  distinguished 
citizens ; not  to  a Spanish  officer,  but  to  the  chief  and  most  potent  agent 
of  Spanish  officers  among  the  Southern  hostile  tribes.  Therefore,  they 
addressed  a joint  letter  to  McGillivray,  the  Creek  chief,  and  transmitted 
it  by  Mr.  Iloggatt  and  Mr.  Ewing,  inquiring  the  cause  of  continued 
Creek  hostility.  To  this  the  Creek  chief  replied  : 

^‘1  will  not  deny  that  my  nation  has  waged  war  against  your  country 
for  several  years  past,  and  that  we  had  no  motives  of  revenge  for  it,  nor 
did  it  proceed  from  any  sense  of  injuries  sustained  from  your  peogdc ; 
but  being  warmly  attached  to  the  British  people,  and  under  their  indu- 
ence,  our  operations  were  directed  hy  them  against  you,  in  common  with 
other  Americans.  After  the  general  peace  had  taken  place,  you  sent  us 
a talk,  proposing  terms  of  peace,  by  Samuel  Martin,  which  I then 
accepted,  and  advised  my  people  to  agree  to,  and  which  should  have 
been  finally  concluded  in  the  ensuing  summer  and  fall. 

‘‘Judging  that  your  people  were  sincere  in  their  professions,  I was 
much  surprised  to  find  that  whilst  this  affair  was  pending,  they  attacked 
the  French  traders  at  the  Muscle  Shoals,  and  killed  six  of  our  nation 
who  were  trafficking  for  silver-ware.  These  men  belonged  to  different 
towns,  and  had  connections  of  the  first  consequence  in  the  nation.  Such 
an  unprovoked  outrage  raised  a most  violent  clamor,  and  gave  rise  to  the 
expedition  against  Cumberland  which  soon  after  took  place. 

“But  03  that  affair  has  been  since  amply  retaliated,  I now,  once  again, 
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will  use  rxiy  best  endeavors  to  bring  about  a peace  between  us.  Indeed^ 
before  I received  your  dispatches,  I had  given  out  ^strict  orders,  that  on 
the  return  of  all  hiintmg-parties,  none  should  go  out,  on  any  pretence, 
until  the  first  general  meeting,  which  I expect  to  hold  in  3Iay  next, 
when  all  my  influence  and  authority  will  be  exerted  in  the  manner  you 
wish.  I shall  take  leave  of  this  subject,  referring  you  to  Mr.  Hoggatt, 
to  whom  I have  freely  explained  my  sentiments. 

have  seen  the  llesolves  of  Congress  respecting  Indian  affairs,  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  January  last,  besides  being  notified  of  the  same 
by  General  Pickens.  I have  yet  heard  nothing  of  a Superintendent  or 
Georgia  Commissioner.  Relative  to  the  business  of  their  commission,  I 
had  received  his  Excellency,  Governor  Caswells  letter  and  duplicate, 
only  a,  short  time  before  the  unlucky  affair  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  ; so  that 
I deferred  writing  an  answer  until  I could  be  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that  he  might  depend  on  what  I should  say  to  him. 

“As  I abhor  every  species  of  duplicity,  I wish  not  to  deceive.  If  I 
were  not  decided  in  settling  and  terminating  the  war,  I would  not  now 
write. 

‘•I  have  hitherto  only  seen  my  friend.  Colonel  Ilawkins,  (‘Indian 
Agent,’)  on  paj^er'y  and  I highly  honor  and  esteem  him  on  this  kind  of 
acr|uaintance.  The  excellent  character  everybody  gives  him,  makes  him 
a valuable  advocate  for  your  cause.  Chance  may  put  us  in  each  other’s 
view  one  day  or  other,  and  1 shall  rejoice  in  having  the  opportunity  of 
saluting  him  as  my  friend.” 

Upon  this  letter  Judge  Ilaywmod  remarks,  “A  personal  avowal  of  one^s 
own  candor,  sincerity,  or  probity,  is  seldom  the  best  evidence  to  be  had, 
or  on  which  to  rely.” 

And  it  is  true,  that  by  other  letters  which  this  learned  chief  wrote 
about  this  time,  it  is  clearly  proven  he  was  guilty  of  that  very  duplicity 
of  which  he  uttered  such  abhorrence.  And  it  is  beyond  c[uestion,  he 
was  not  “decided  to  terminate  the  war  at  that  time,”  but  to  prosecute  it 
to  the  extermination  of  the  settlors  on  the  Cumberland  — if  possihle. 
It  was  not  wholly  owing  to  the  (lisinclination  of  the  Creeks  for  peace;  it 
was  not  that  the  command  of  this  chief  would  have  had  no  weight  with  his 
chiefs  and  warriors ; but  it  was,  that  he  wms  yet  a pensioner  of  one  or 
more  foreign  Governments,  and  that  he  was  instigated  more  by  pecuniary 
considerations  than  by  other  motives  or  inducements.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  obtain  money  from  some  source.  If  he  could  not  gratify  this 
ambition  by  sharing  in  the  spoils  of  the  privileged  trading  company  of 
Pantori,  and  throuudi  him  from  his  own  people,  ho  would  make  use  of 
the  warlike  spirit  of  that  people,  to  plunder  their  neighbors  and  commit 
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murders,  until  liis  cofiers  were  filled  and  his  duplicity”  supplanted — 
supplemented,  complimented  by  the  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  gold,,  his  shoulders  ornamented  with  golden  epaulettes,  a sword  by  his 
side,  and  a commission  in  his  pocket,  ranking  him  with  Brigadier-General 
Kobertson  himself.  He  received  the  promise  from  the  King  of  Spain  to 
^‘make  him  a greater  man  than  Congress  had  made  him,”  and  his 
duplicity”  could  enjoy  that  compliment. 

*Hf  I were  not  decided  in  settling  and  terminating  the  war,  I would 
not  now  w'rite  I”  This  he  writes  in  reply  to  Colonels  Kobertson  and 
Bledsoe;  and  within  less  than  five  days  after  his  letter,  so  boastful  of 
honesty  and  good  will,  had  been  received  by  Colonel  Ilobertson,  his 
friend.  Colonel  Bledsoe,  was  shot  dead  at  his  own  door  by  the  prowling 
murderers  of  this  “man  of  probity.” 

It  became  the  duty  of  Colonel  Kobertson  to  reply  to  this  letter  of  the 
Creek  chief.  How  to  do  so,  and  not  expose  his  “duplicity;”  how  to  do 
so,  and  not  reproach  him  and  his  savages  with  wilful  murder  of  one  of  the 
best  citizens  whom  he  had  just  then  addressed  in  terms  of  friendship  ; 
how  to  do  so,  and  not  aggravate  the  troubles  then  almost  past  endurance, 
were  questions  of  exceeding  difiiculty.  Colonel  Kobertson  held  a lonsr 
consultation  with  his  “cabinet  officers.”  The  two  “Ministers  to  Tal- 
lassee,  Ewing  and  Hoggatt,”  were  consulted  as  to  the  character  of  this  in- 
fluential chieftain  : Messrs.  Ewing  and  Hoggatt  had  studied  his  words 
and  scrutinized  his  conduct  attentively.  The  conclusion  to  which  Ewing 
arrived  was  unfavorable : he  did  not  believe  in  his  exemption  from 
“duplicity,”  nor  in  his  indifference  to  presents.  After  due  deliberation 
it  was  agreed  that  Andrew  Ewing,  “ late  -Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Creek  Nation,”  should,  as  “Secretary  of  State  of  the  small  Estates  on 
Cumberland,”  draw  up  the  important  document. 

At  the  “Cabinet  meeting,”  Colonel  Kobertson  remarked,  that  in  the 
joint  letter  addressed  by  Colonel  Bledsoe  and  himself  to  the  Creek  chief, 
the  then  recent  murder  of  his  son,'7Vy/on,  was  mentioned,  and  lamented; 
but  “we  uttered  no  threats  of  vengeance.  . . . My  heart  could 

have  given  him  up  as  a sacrifice,  to' secure  permanent  peace.  It  should 
have  been  enough  : I could  have  given  my  own,  if  due  to  atonement 
for  wrongs  we  have  done  them  ; but  they  have  waged  an  unprovoked 
and  bloody  war  against  ih.  And  now  they  have  killed  our  be.«-t  citizen, 
and  they  constantly  seek  my  life.” 

There  are  greater  rascals  tliaii  these  roving  savages,  or  than  McCillivray. 
The  Spaniards  are  at  the  bottom  of  it — tliey  arc  tlie  instigators  ! It  was 
known  that  Colonel  Kobertson  hated  the  Spaniards — “never  did  love 
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tliem”  or  believe  in  their  professions  of  friendship,  although  in  his  posi- 
tion he  was  required  to  correspond  with  them,  and  ‘^repeat  the  empty 
compliments,’^  of  which  they  were  so  lavish.  After  their  own  example, 
from  time  immemorial,  he  had  to  make  use  of  some  of  their  arts  of  diplo- 
macy. 

Mr.  Ewing  fully  concurred  with  Colonel  Robertson,  that  there  was  a 
close  intimacy  and  understanding  between  McGillivray  and  the  Spanish 
Governors.  lie  said  that  McGillivray  was  a well-educated  man,  and  he 
thought  very  shrewd,  seemingly  bold  and  frank,  yet  evidently  cautious 
and  guarded.  IMr.  Ewing  prepared  the  following  reply,  which  was  ap- 
proved and  signed  by  Colonel  Robertson,  and  forwarded  to  McGillivray. 
The  original  draft,  or  a copy,  in  the  peculiar  handwriting  of  Ewing,  may 
be  seen  in  the  first  volume  of  letters  and  correspondence  of  General 
Robertson.  From  this  Haywood  copied  quite  accurately.  We  give  the 
letter  entire : 

“Nashville,  xiugust  3,  1788. 

Sir  : — I received  your  favors  by  Messrs.  Hoggatt  and  Ewing,  which 
have  given  great  satisfaction.  I transmitted  copies  to  Governor  Caswell, 
and  have  since  seen  them  published  in  the  Kentucky  Gazette. 

^^The  Indians  still  continue  their  incursions  in  some  measure,  though 
trifling  to  what  we  experienced  in  the  spring.  I imagine  it  must  be 
Cherokees,  or  some  outlying  Creeks,  w^ho  are  not  acquainted  with  }’Our 
orders.* 

Colonel  Anthony  Bledsoe  was  killed  by  a small  party,  about  two 
weeks  ago.f 

It  is  reported  that  the  inhabitants  of  Holston  and  the  Cherokees  are 


* This  reference  to  the  “incursions  in  the  spring”  is  made  without  any  harsh 
expression,  without  any  manifestation  of  revengeful  feeling,  although  it  included 
the  murder  of  his  son,  Peyton  Kobertsou,  the  breaking  up  of  Asher's  and  IViison's 
Stations,  on  Station  Camp  Creek,  the  cruel  murder  of  the  Widow  Neelly  near  the 
place  where  her  husband  had  been  killed  and  daughter  captured,  eight  years 
before. 

We  presume  neither  tlie  writer  nor  Colonel  Robertson  had  much  confidence  that 
McGillivray  had  given  any  “orders,”  or  that  they  were  of  such  an  authoritative 
character  as  to  have  restvaine<l  his  savages  from  their  “incursions.” 

f Had  we  not  witnessed  the  calm  self-control  of  Colonel  Robertson  in  his  first 
letter,  written  a few  days  after  the  shuiglitcr  of  his  son,  we  should  be  amazed  that 
he  could  now  mention  the  murder  of  Colonel  Dledsoe  without  threats  of  vengeance. 
“Keep  your  temper,  but  don’t  be  idle,”  was  one  of  Andrew  Ewing’s  sayings.  It 
was  observed  in  the  preparation  of  this  letter. 
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at  war,  but  we  liaye  not  received  any  account  that  maybe  depended  on;* 
nor  whether  you  and  the  Georgians  are  likely  to  terminate  your  disputes. f 
From  3Ir.  Hoggatt’s  account,  we  have  expected  some  of  the  Creeks 
in  from  you,  but  none  have  yet  arrived. 

I have  provided  a gun,  which  Mr.  Iloggatt  thinks  will  please  yoii.§ 
I have  caused  a deed,  for  a lot  in  Nashville,  to  be  recorded  in  your  name,i| 
and  beg  you  will  let  me  know  whether  you  will  aucept  of  a tract  or  two 
of  land  in  our  young  country.^ 


* In  the  letters  to  Colonel  Sevier  which  precede  these  remarks,  tiie  reader  will 
learn  the  views  which  Robertson  and  Bledsoe  entertained  of  the  grounds  and 
necessity  of  tiie  warfare  between  the  Franklin  people  and  Cherokees. 

j The  war  between  the  Georgians  and  Creeks  was  fierce  and  revengeful,  the 
Indians  even  going  to  the  length  of  putting  to  death  the  “ Indian  agent.” 

j iMr,  Ewing,  in  wndting  this  letter,  omits  his  ow'ii  name  in  reporting  ’‘an  ex- 
pected visit  from  some  of  tlie  Creeks”  on  a friendly  mission.  It  is  from  “ ilr. 
Hoggatt’s  account,”  and  not  from  “ Hoggatt  and  Ewing.”  This  is  in  further  con- 
firmation of  the  inference  we  have  derived  from  various  small  items,  that  iMr. 
Ewing  “did  not  believe  in  McGillivray  or  the  Indians,”  and  that  “if  the  Creeks 
came,  it  would  be  but  to  kill  and  to  steal,  to  burn  and  to  destroy.” 

g “A  gun  in  that  day  was  no  insignificant  present,  even  to  an  Indian  chief.  Mr. 
Hoggatt  and  Mr.  Ewing  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the  Creek  chief  would  not  ' 
be  offended  by  the  offer  of  some  tokens  of  good  w'ill,  which  he  could  see  and  handle. 
And  as  he  had  manifested  some  better  liking  for  Mr.  Hoggatt  than  for  iMr.  Ewing, 
it  was  prudent  to  have  the  gun  commended  by  the  former.  In  fact,  Ewing  was  of 
the  opinion  of  Castleman  and  Raius,  that  there  were  only  two  things  which 
should  be  given  to  Indians,  something  to  eat.  mid  a whipping.” 

{[  We  have  not  been  successful  in  our  search  for  such  “a  deo<l  on  record.” 

^ Nor  do  we  find  any  grant  of  land  to  McGillivray  in  this  “young  country.” 
These  evidently  were  presents  proposed  to  be  made  by  Colonel  Kobertson,  and 
which,  we  doubt  not,  be  would  cheerfully  have  given,  could  he  have  placed  con- 
fidence in  McGillivray,  We  find  nothing  said  in  his  future  correspondence,  either 
accepting  or  declining  what  was  thus  offered  to  him. 

However  reluctant  Colonel  Robertson  and  his  friends  may  have  been  to  take 
any  part  in  crafty  diplomacy  and  artful  intrigue,  they  were  drawn  into  it.  Others 
sought  to  play  the  game  with  them,  and/or  them  as  the  stakes,  in  wlilch  they  were 
to  be  won  or  lost.  It  became  the  part  of  wisdom,  therefore,  for  the  party  most 
deeply  concerned  to  use  policy  likewise. 

If  their  own  country  gave  them  up,  they  never  intended  to  belong  to  another. 
There  were  some  men  who  thought  of  such  a step,  hinted  it,  suggested  it.  darc'l  to 
recommend  it,  but  who  subsequently  dropped  it  “in  hot  haste,”  ilenied,  «h‘nounce<i. 
and  abhorred  it.  Perhaps  they  had  been  deceived  and  ensnared. 

James  Robertson  was  not  one  of  these:  nor  wui.s  there  one  in  the  party  of  emi- 
grants which  came  with  him  ; nor  in  that  of  Doiielson,  nor  in  tliat  of  E itun,  the 
Pdedsoes,  or  of  Rains,  or  of  Mansker.  Those  were  brave  men  and  true — Ameri- 
cans all  and  always. 
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“ I could  say  miieli  to  you  concerning  this  same  country,*  hut  am 
fully  sensible  you  arc  better  able  to  judge  what  may  take  place  in  a few 
years  than  myself,  * In  a, 11^  probability  we  cannot  long  remain  in  our 
present  state;  and  if  the  Ibitish,  or  any  commercial  nation,  who  may  be 
in  possession  of  the  moiitli  ot*  the  Mississippi,  vrould  furnish  us  with 
trade,  and  receive  our  produce,  there  cannot  be  a doubt  but  the  people  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  will  open  their  eyes  to  their 
real  interests. 

I should  be  very  happy  to  hear  your  sentiments  on  this  matter. 

“Myself,  and  the  iTih:d)itants  of  this  young  country,  return  you  our 
most  grateful  thanks  for  your  very  ]>olite  treatment  of  ^Messrs,  lloggatt 
and  Ewing,  and  shall  always  be  happy  to  render  you  any  service  in  our 
power. 

“ I hope  you  will  honor  me  with  a correspondence,  and  shall  do  myself 
the  pleasure  of  WTiting  by  every  opportunity. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

AVith  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

James  Robertson. 

Hon.  Alexander  McGillivray.” 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  at  this  period  there  was  virtually  no 
American  Confedcract/,  no  Ainericaii  Union,  but  really  what  this  very 
Indian  chief  aptly  and  expressively  called,  laterregninnU 

The  old  Confederacy  was  di.-solving  and  without  power,  and  the  present 


* The  language  used  to  the  Creek  chief  is  quite  complimentary  to  his  intelli- 
gence and  foresiglit,  are  better  aide  to  judge  what  may  take  place  in  a few 

years  than  m}-self!”  Now  Robertson  felt  assured  (and  so  did  Ewing)  that  this 
Jetter  would  be  seen  by  others  than  the  “great  King  of  the  Creeks,”  as  he  was 
sometimes  calle<l;  and  it  was  deemed  proper  to  “throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  all  of 
them.” 

f No  doubt  McGillivray better  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Spaniards 
than  was  Col.  Ptobertson.  He  knew  their  desire  to  arrest  the  aiWan-e^  of  American 
settlements  upon  the  western  waters;  he  had  consented  to  become  the  agent  of 
their  policy  to  annoy  and  dtstroy  the  Cumberland  settlements;  he  knew'  the  ob- 
stacles which  would  be  tlirown  in  the  w'.iy  of  navigation  of  the  Mississippi ; that 
“no  stream  would  be  left  un"tuppe>l,  or  stone  unturned,”  to  cause  distress  to  tlicse 
pioneer  settlers. 

Here  they  were,  “children  in  tl»e  woods,”  “over  the  hills  and  far  away,”  occu- 
pying a most  important  post,  to  whicli  they  had  attained  “ in  jouvneyings  often,  in 
perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robhei-^,  in  perils  by  their  own  countrymen,  in  perils 
by  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  t!u;  wilderness,  in  perils  among  fal-^e  brethren,  in 
weariness  and  painfuliiess,  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  cold  and 
nakedness. ” 
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form  of  United  Stutes  Goyernment  was  not  fully  adopted.  Xortli  Caro- 
lina had  rejected  tlie  Constituciori,  and  was  lieitlier  in  the  Confederacy 
nor  in  the  Union.  And  well  might  the  State  of  Franklin  and  the  Com- 
pact of  the  Judges  on  Cumberland  (of  which  the  Quarter  Sessions  Court 
was  but  the  successor)  hold  some  anxious  consultations. 

On  the  17th  September,  1788,  our  present  form  of  United  States 
Government  was  agreed  upon  in  Convention,  but  only  made  known  and 
submitted  to  the  States  for  ratification  by  resolution  of  the  28th.  And 
on  this  same  17th  Septeml^er,  the  Fourth  Convention  at  Danville,  Ken- 
tucky, had  resolved  unanimously  in  favor  of  separation  from  Virginia ; 
and  again  to  ask  admission  as  a State  into  the  Union.  And  yet  so  many 
obstacles  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  her  attainment  of  this  distinction, 
that  the  question  was  seriously  discussed,  “ whether  it  would  not  be  for 
the  interest  of  her  people  to  unite  with  others  upon  the  western  waters 
in  the  formation  of  a separate  government.'” 

The  conduct  of  some  of  the  Eastern  States  served  greatly  to  urge  this 
question  upon  the  people  of  Kentucky  and  Cumberland.  ^Measures  were 
there  proposed  to  discourage  emigration  to  the.  West.  Even  such  a states- 
man as  Governeur  Morris  expressed  decided  opposition  to  sowing  seed  from 
home  on  the  broad  lands  west  of  the  mountains,  ^diich  would,  in  time, 
grow  into  such  a population  as  to  control  the  parent  States.  One  scheme 
or  proposition  was,  ‘^so  to  fix  and  settle  the  ratio  of  representation  in 
Congress,  that  the  old  States  could,  in  all  coming  time,  preserve  and 
enjoy  i\\Q  political  ascendency.” 

Therefore,  we  find  there  a willingness  to  yield  for  a number  of  years, 
or  to  sacrifice  entirely,  (as  some  construed  the  sentiment,)  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi.  We  need  not  doubt  that  these  expre.ssions  among 
politicians  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  were  artfully  used  by  some 
designing  persons  in  these  new  settlements  to  alienate  them  from  the 
parent  States.  Many  here  did  believe  that  the  purpose  with  those  who 
had  the  power  was  to  secure  their  own  commercial  advantages  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  wholly  regardle.-s  of  the  small  present  or  prospective 
interests  of  the  few  adventurous  settlers  in  these  western  wilds. 

If  we  consider  all  the  elements  then  in  commotion,  all  the  intrigues  on 
foot,  all  the  influences  at  work,  all  the  threats  and  fears,  all  the  interests 
at  stake,  all  the  difficultie.s  oppressing,  all  the  eudxirrassments  and 
dangers  accumulating — how  many  and  how  varied  were  all  these,  and 
with  what  artifice  and  ingenuity  tlicy  were  urged  upon  the  western 
people — wo  can  ojily  bo  surprised  that  the  Alleghanies  were  not  made  the 
western  limit  to  the  oM  Confederated  States,  at  least  for  a time. 

Consider  for  a moment  a few  pas.^^ages  in  the  speech  or  report  of  Mr. 
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Monroe  to  tlie  Yirginia  Convention,  wliicli  ratified  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution : 

“There  was  a time  when  even  Virginia  in  some  measure  abandoned 
the  3Iississippi,  hj  authorizing  its  cession  to  the  Court  of  Spain. 

“The  Southern  States  were  overrun  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy; 
the  Government  of  Soutli  Carolina  and  Georgia  prostrate,  and  opposition 
there  at  an  end.  North  Carolina  made  but  a feeble  resistance.  And 
Yirginia  herself  was  greatly  harassed  by  the  enemy  in  force  at  that  time 
in  the  heart  of  the  country ; and  by  impressments  for  her  own  and  the 
defence  of  the  Southern  States. 

“In  addition  to  this,  the  finances  were  in  a deplorable  condition,  if  not 
totally  exhausted ; and  France,  our  ally,  seemed  anxious  for  peace  ; and 
as  a means  of  bringing  the  war  to  a more  happy  and  speedy  conclusion, 
the  object  of  this  cession  was  the  hope  of  uniting  Sj^ain  in  it  with  ail  her 
forces.’^ 

Fortunately  for  u,s,  Spain  vras  too  intriguing,  too  avaricious,  too 
diplomatic.  She  desired  more  than  the  control  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi : she  aimed  at  the  suppression  or  control  of  the  American 
settlements  upon  the  great  streams  which  empty  into  that  mighty  river. 
Her  scheuies  worked  lier  own  utter  overthrow.  By  urging  an  unjust 
claim,  she  endangered  her  all.  “The  wise  are  taken  in  their  own  crafti- 
ness.” The  spirit  of  the  Americans  was  aroused,  their  watch  was  more 
vigilant,  their  resolution  the  more  determined.  No  foreigner  could  rule 
here;  none  should. 

3Ir.  31onroe  further  said:  “The  Northern  States  were  inclined  to 
yield  the  navigation;  that  it  was  their  interest  to  prevent  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  Southern  influence  and  power ; and  they  would  relinquish 
that  river  in  order  to  depress  the  Y^estern  country,  and  pirevent  the 
Southern  interest  from  prep<)n<lcralingi’ 

Such  a sentiment  was  quite  prevalent  in  the  New  England  States. 
The  immense  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio  Ftiver  had  been  Southern 
propertg,  up  for  new  States;  and  the  prevailing  idea  was,  that 

the  intercourse  and  interests  of  its  future  inhabitants  would  chiefly  be 
with  the  Southern  people,  going  with  their  business  down  these  great 
natural  highways  to  the  Gulf  and  to  the  ocean.  No  one  then  foresaw 
the  construction  of  railroads,  which  now  afford  facilities  of  travel  and 
business  over  and  through  the  mountains  to  all  the  Atlantic  shore,  sur- 
passing the  many  rivers  on  whi(di  were  then  any  American  settlements, 
or  in  contemplation.  These  have  created,  and  sustain,  a sympathy,  a 
prejudice,  an  interest,  tending  rmwe  to  the  East  (from  whence  also  most 
of  the  population  has  come)  than  to  the  South. 
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The  great  and  populous  States  north-west  of  the  Ohio  have  now  a 
common  interest  with  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  other  Southern  States, 
in  the  navigation  of  this  vast  inland  sea;  and  should  not  forget  that  the 
pioneers  at  a few  and  feeble  stations  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
sufiered  keenest  anxiety  and  remonstrated  boldly  against  the  suggestion, 
the  proposal,  indeed,  to  deprive  them  of  the  use  of  waters  upon  ^^llich 
now  annually  passes  a commerce  fir  greater  than  was  then  conducted  by 
all  of  the  United  States  on  sea  and  land. 

But  let  us  turn  again  to  this  first  settlement  and  first  port  on  Cumber- 
land, and  to  the  letter  of  Colonel  Eobertson,  who  saw  and  watched  the 
Spanish  aim,  and  lived  to  see  it  wholly  counteracted,  frustrated.  lie  is 
now  in  correspondence  with  the  most  dangerous  agent  of  Spanish  crafti- 
ness and  the  willing  tool  to  v'ork  the  destruction  of  the  Cumberland 
settlements  under  the  care  of  Eobertson.  Colonel  Eobertson  seems  to 
say,  Great  Indian  chief,  I know  you  have  entered  into  treaty  with  the 
Spanish  governors  to  kill  me  and  the  people  with  me.  You  may  be  in 
need  of  the  suitable  weapon  : we  are  well  supplied,  have  guns  to  spare ; 

have  provided  a gun  which  Mr.  Iloggatt  thinks  will  please  you.' " 

If  there  was  not  a covert  meaning  in  this  intimation,  it  was  no  empty 
compliment.  A good  rifle,  at  that  day,  was  an  article  of  value,  and 
highly  prized  by  chiefs  and  warriors.  “ I have  also  caused  a deed  for  a 
lot  in  Nashville  to  be  recorded  in  your  name,  and  beg  you  will  let  me 
know  whether  you  will  accept  a tract  or  two  of  land  in  our  young 
country !" 

This  great  Indian  Chief  had  commingled  iu  his  veins  the  blood  of  the 
Scotchman,  the  Frenchman,  and  the  Spaniard,  with  the  nolde  blood  of 
the  ‘AVild  Wind,’'  or  ‘AYind  Family,”  the  most  aristocratic  and  influen- 
tial family  in  the  Creek  nation.*  In  intellect  and  learning  he  was  a 
Scotchman,  in  politeness  a Frenchman,  in  diplomacy  and  crafiue.ss 
a Spanish  Indian.  During  the  war  of  our  Eevolution  he  took  sides 
with  England.  The  warlike  sjurit  which  he  had  indulged  at  that  time 
and  nourished  in  his  nation,  was  long  afterwards  manifested  towards  the 
Georgians,  and  extended  — under  Spanish  influence  — to  the  distant 
^^Eobertson  settlements”  on  the  (himberland.  With  all  his  haughty  j^ride 
and  lofty  ambition,  he  wa.s  a man  to  be  conciliated — who  could  be  flattered 
with  honors,  gained  by  douceurs.  Eich  and  powerful  as  he  was.  or  was 
supposed  to  be,  Iloggatt,  Ewing,  and  Eobertson  thought  he  would  not  be 
insulted  b}'  olfering  him  an  interest  here.  Evidently  there  was  a sly 
innuendo  in  this  offer. 

* McGilliTraj:  the  name  seems  to  be  compounded  of  the  i^eotch  M'-Gill,  and 
of  the  French  Vrnie. 
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To  our  miad,  Colonel  Kobertson  seems  to  say,  ^^Mr,  Indian,  tbis  is  a 
new  settlement,  ‘a  young  country,^  but  we  are  a great  people.  We 
already  liave  a town  here,  and  we  intend  to  make  that  great.  We  have 
ricli  lands  in  tbis,  ^our  young  country,’  and  we  intend  bigbly  to  improve 
tbem.  We  will  give  ^oio  a l<*t  in  our  town,  and  ^a  tract  or  two  of  land  in 
tbis,  our  young  country,’  if  you  will  command  your  Tascally  bunters  to 
remain  at  borne — not  to  cross  the  Tennessee  to  steal  our  cattle,  to  kill  our 
people,  to  disturb  us  in  our  possessions  and  operations  I 

We  know  your  intimacy  with  the  Spaniards,  wbo  are  seeking  to  draw 
or  drive  us  away.  We  understand  something  of  your  agency  in  the 
murders  and  depredations  committed  here  and  on  the  Holston;  but,  be 
it  known  unto  you,  that  we  are  here  and  here  intend  to  remain,  that  we 
have  already  a town  and  town  lots.  We  can  give  you  a deed  with  a title 
which  shall  be  warranted  good  against  all  the  world.  We  would  be 
pleased  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  tribes ; you  can  exert  much  infiuence 
upon  their  predatory  and  warlike  spirit;  and  now,  if  it  may  be  any  in- 
ducement, say  so,  and  what  we  have  offered  shall  be  given. 

Will  you  have  a lot  in  our  town,  a tract  or  two  of  land  in  our  young 
country  ?” 

We  cannot  a.ssert  that  these  proffers  had  much  influence  with  IIcGilli- 
vray,  nor  can  we  find  that  any  such  deeds  for  lot  or  land  were  ever  exe- 
cuted or  registered.  Other  measures  were  soon  adopted;  other  and 
larger  grants  were  soon  to  be  made  to  him  and  his  sub-chiefs,  which 
should  withdraw  them  from  tlic  influence  of  English,  French,  and  Spanish 
agents,  and  restore  peace. 

Alexander  McGilHvray  was  un. questionably  a man  of  superior  mind, 
good  education,  commanding  iiiiiuencc,  bravery,  and  diplomatic  tact.  His 
grandfather  was  a Scotchman,  his  mother  a Creek,  of  the  Wind  Tribe, 
having  some  cross  of  Enropcun  blood.  He  was  educated  in  Charleston, 
by  his  uncle,  a Protestant  clergyman,  and  at  an  early  day  and  age  he 
assumed  the  position  at  Indian  councils  to  which  his  talents  and  his  influen- 
tial family  entitled  him.  ThroiiLfhout  the  War  for  American  Independ- 
ence he  was  devoted  to  the  measures  of  England.  At  tlie  close  of  that 
war  he  entered  into  close  alliance  with  the  Sq)anish  authorities  of  Fh-rida 
and  Louisiana.  In  that  conference  ami  treaty  he  represented  the  Creeks 
and  Seminoles ; and  engaged  to  use  his  influence  and  artiflee  with  Chicka- 
saws,  Cherokee.'^,  and  Choctaws,  ngciinst  the  people  of  the  United  States 
in  their  advancing  western  and  south-west('rn  settlements. 

This  alliance  and  engagement  was  formed  in  1784,  soon  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  and  the  acknowledgment  by  Spain  herself  of  our 
territorial  boundaries  and  admission  into  the  family  of  nations.  The 
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parties  endeavored  to  keep  the  existence,  of  such  a treaty  a secret.  AVhon. 
it  became  known,  McGillivray  justified  his  engae'cment  in  it,  and  his  acts 
of  hostility,  by  assertion-s  that  the  Whigs  of  the  Revolution  had  confis- 
cated estates  to  which  he  w'ould  luive  been  entitled. 

As  well  might  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  other  tories  liave 
claimed  indemnity  for  losse.s  or  restitution  to  forfeited  estates  as  this  man. 
As  rightfully  might  Spain  have  engaged  all  the  old’ tories  and  refugees  to 
continue  their  hostility  towards  the  Americans,  and  to  have  furnished 
.them  wdth  arras  and  ammunition.  Her  conduct  w'as  deceitful  and  wucked. 

The  settlers  upon  the  Cumberland  had  no  certain  knowledge  of  the 
engagements  into  which  3IcGillivray  had  entered;  but  that  Colonel 
Robertson  and  others  were  suspicious,  thoughtful,  careful,  distrustful  of 
his  sincerity,  as  well  as  of  his  friendship,  we  are  confident.  At  this 
time  the  Spanish  officers  were  iavi>;h  of  their  expressions  of  kindness, 
proffers  of  liberality,  and  guarantees  of  favors. 

But  in  letters  and  documents  which  have  since  come  to  light,  we  discover 
that  the  Spaniards  had  engaged  this  very  Indian  chief  to  “persecute 
these  settlers,  annoy  these  stationers,  break  up  these  Cumberland  settle- 
ments.” .The  Spanish  agents  offered  lands  and  privileges  to  withdraw 
them  from  connection  with  their  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains; and  resolved  that  if  such  “fair  means”  would  not  accomplish  it, 
they  would  resort  to  “foul  I”  therefore  they  engaged  the  Creeks  especially 
to  “annoy  and  destroy”  the  settlements. 

In  a letter  which  3rcGillivray  addressed  to  Colonel  Pickens,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1TS5,  he  makes  a remark  about  the  “settlements  on  the  Cumber- 
land, and  that  people  there  would  do  well  to  show  a regard  to  the  rights 
of  others,  and  avoid  further  aggr^sdons  V' 

Whence  comes  such  a suggestion  ? Upon  whose  lands  or  rights  had 
they  “'aggressed?”  They  had  trespassed  upon  no  territory  or  claims  of 
the  Creek  nation. 

Did  the  Cherokees  acknowledge  themselves  as  under  the  protection  of 
the  Creeks  ? Did  the  Chickasaws  ask  the  Creek  chief  to  stop  “ further 
aggressions”  by  these  stationers  ? 

These  last  certainly  had  the  be^t  of  all  the  pretentious  claims  to  this 
wild  region;  and  they  were  the  nio>t  friendly  to  the  settlers.  Then  who 
put  these  words  into  the  mouth  of  this  powerful  chief? 

As  Robertson  and  Bledsoe  suspected,  a?id  as  Ifoggart  and  Uwing  on 
their  return  said,  “the  mark  of  the  beast  is  easily  seen  ; the  screen  does 
not  wholly  hide  the  Spanish  agency  ; tni't  them  nnt,  even  <lonn  fermtes” 

In  further  proof  of  ilm  spirit  of  McGillivray.  and  of  the  Spanish  com- 
plicity and  hypocrisy,  we  cjiiote  a remark  trom  a long  letter  which  he 
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wrote  in  September,  1788,  to  Panfon,  the  Spanish  merchant  to  whom  he, 
as  chief  of  the  nation,  had  granted  most  profitable  and  exclusive  trading- 
privileges,  and  who  had  acquired  immense  w'ealth  by  his  dealings.  It  ’ 
wdll  be  noticed  that  this  letter  bears  date  only  a month  later  than  the  one 
which  we  have  copied,  as  addressed  to  Colonel  Robertson  and  Colonel 
Rledsoe.  Speaking  of  proposed  terms  for  peace  and  boundaries,  he  says. 
Experience  has  proved  that  such  matters  are  only  to  be  attained  by  the 
longest  Jire,  and  poini  of  sicord,  particularly  with  Americans!’^ 

Rains’s  commentary  upon  this  expression  was,  “The  longest  pole  knocks 
down  the  persimmons.”  Rains,  Castleman,  and  3Iansker  had  each,  by  ex- 
perience, knowm  the  advantage  of  “the  longest  fire;”  the  point  of  the 
sword”  they  had  not  yet  found  the  enemy  who  would  adventure  suf- 
ficiently near  to  te.^t.  Not  oiie  of  them  but  would  gladly  have  en- 
countered this  Creek  chief  at  “long  shot,”  or  with  “the  butcher-knife.” 
In  this  same  letter  RcGillivray  speaks  boastfully  of  “an  attack  made 
by  a party  of  Cherokees  on  a body  of  the  FranJdin  troops,”  and  rejoices 
that  the  latter  were  completely  routed;  and  adds,  “This  being  the  first 
check  they  ever  got  in  that  country,  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  Chero- 
kees were  thereby  revived.” 

Colonel  Robertson  had  said,  “It  is  reported  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Holstou  and  the  Cherokees  are  at  war.”  The  sharp  sword  of  Sevier,  and 
of  the  true  Franklin  men,  discussed  “such  matters”  with  the  Cherokees, 
and  proved  the  truth  of  what  could  be  attained  by  “the  longest  fire.” 

“ The  State  of  Franklin  and  its  patriotic  (xovernor  I”  -was  a toast  re- 
ceived with  much  enthusiasm  in  its  day.  “The  Cumberland  Stationers  !” 
and  “ Government  of  Notables  !”  was  drank  with  equal  gusto. 

In  another  letter  to  Panton,  August,  1789,  he  says,  “I  have,  in  a letter 
to  Governor  5Iero,  approved  his  policy  of  settling  Americans  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  I truly  wish  it  was  in  compass  of  our  power 
to  drive  them  all  from  the  Ciimhcrlund  and  Ohio,  to  seek  the  new  asglum 
out  of  our  wag  'P  These  words  tell  the  secret  of  the  many  depredations 
of  the  Creeks  upon  the  settlements  on  the  Cumberland. 

“Will  you  walk  into  my  parlor? 

Sai‘1  the  spider  to  the  tly.” 

The  Americans  continued  their  “buzzing  around,”  broke  the  web,  and 
the  spider  withdrew  or  fanii>lu'd.  At  this  date,  (1789,)  Commissioners 
were  appointed  by  the  United  States  Government  to  negotiate  with 
McGillivray,  as  “ King  of  tlie  Creeks,”  and  they  proposed  to  pay  him  for 
his  confiscated  property  ahout  8100,000.  With  this  he  was  pleased,  and 
promised  to  visit  President  Washington  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
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In  compliance  with  such  promise,  he  did,  in  Aiignst,  1790,  make  such 
a visit,  and  a treaty  was  conclnded  : a treaty  of  peace,  for  protection  of 
the  Indians,  establishing  of  boundaries,  and  cession  of  a large  territory ; 
an  annuity  of  S1500  per  annum  to  the  Creek  nation,  and  presents  and 
annuities  to  sub-chiefs,  the  companions  and  friends  of  31cGillivray.  It 
was  at  this  time  that  he  received  the  rank  and  commission  of  ‘‘'Brigadier- 
General”  with  the  yearly  pay  of  S1200. 

lie  promptly  manifested  his  gratification  with  this  military  honor,  and 
was  seen  proudly  to  ^Mon  the  dress,  epaulettes,  sword,  hat,  and  nodding 
plume’'  of  a Genera, I of  the  United  States. 

At  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  elsewhere,  he  had  been  received  with 
marked  attention.  He  returned  to  his  nation  proud  of  his  honors,  his 
equipments,  his  equipage,  but  there  to  encounter  his  old  associates,  and 
succumb  to  those  influences  which  had  for  many  years  tempted  him  to 
hostility  to  the  Americans. 

In  the  summer  of  1792,  he  was  persuaded  to  visit  Governor  O’Neiile, 
at  Pensacola.  It  was  at  this  place  he  had  met  O’Neiile,  3Iero,  and 
Navarro,  and  entered  into  the  secret  treaty  of  1st  of  June,  17S4,  to  which 
we  have  referred.  And,  either  with  treacherous  or  sinister  designs,  the 
hope  of  other  rewards,  or  a willingness  to  be  tempted  into  his  former 
habits,  he  encounters  this  crafty  Spanish  Governor  and  his  artful  and 
practiced  favorite  in  commercial  transactions,  the  noted  Panton ; and 
there  he  is  assailed  by  the  ridicule  and  arguments  which  such  men  knew 
how  to  bring  to  bear  upon  one  wdio  had  been  long  entangled  in  their 
meshes. 

Panton  had  sent  his  traders  into  the  Cherokee  nation.  They  had 
induced  Watts — or  Bloody  Fellow,  or  Es([uaka — and  Little  Turkey — or 
Scola-cutta,  or  Hangiiig-^Iaw — and  other  chiefs,  to  come  to  Pensacola 
with  their  “Pack-horses,”  and  there  receive  supplies  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, as  also  costly  presents  of  goods.  These  chiefs,  with  their  desperate 
bands  of  robbers  upon  and  near  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  wmre  thus  supplied 
to  wage  the  war  of  destruction,  to  carry  “ fire-brands,  arrows,  and  death” 
into  the  Cumberland  settlements.  The  practices  of  former  years  were  to 
be  continued. 

But  will  the  proud  “ Brigadier-Geuerar’  throw  his  commission  in  the 
fire  ? Will  he  break  that  sword,  doff  that  uniform,  and  show  liis  con- 
tempt of  all  titles  and  honors  and  salaries?  He  was  in  a dilemma. 
“The  Spanish  Governor  pledged  the  word  of  his  master,  the  King  of 
Spain,  to  make  this  Creek  chief  a greater  man  than  Congress  had  maile 
of  him.”  3IcGillivray  had  some  confidence  in  these  promises:  he  hoped 
such  a wonder  would  be  performed,  such  a glory  overshadow  the  Briiradier- 
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General,  such  a post  of  preeminence  be  attained  by  the  King  of  the 
Creeks/^  through  the  gracious  and  wonder-working  power  of  the  “great 
King  of  the  Spains/^  as  Jardennes  calls  his  ^‘Catholic  31ajestj  the 
same  person  whom  Ewing  and  Ilains  so  often  identified,  in  name,  deeds, 
and  character,  with  his  Satanic  Majesty/’ 

The  faithlessness  of  McG  illivray  began  this  year  to  be  strongly  sus- 
pected, and  more  and  more  uncovered,  lie  has  been  pronounced  “ the 
greatest  man  ever  born  upon  the  soil  of  Alabama,”  and  this  was  in  eulogy 
by  an  Alabamian.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  arrive  at  our  estimate  of 
the  Creek  chief. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
1794. 


It  having  been  ascertained  that  in  all  the  Territory  there  were  over 
five  thousand  male  inhabitants,  elections  had  been  ordere'l  to  be  held  in 
all  the  counties,  to  elect  members  of  the  Territorial  Assembly  and  Legis- 
lature. This  body  consisted  of  thirteen  members ; the  counties  of 
Davidson,  Sumner,  and  Tennessee  being  each  entitled  to  one.  Four 
counties  in  East  Tennessee  were  entitled  to  two  members  each,  namely, 
Knox,  Jefferson,  Washington,  and  Hawkins;  and  Green  and  Sullivan 
each  one.  These  elections  took  place  on  22d  and  23d  December,  and 
on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1794,  the  Governor  issued  his  proclamation 
to  convene  the  Assembly  at  Knoxville,  on  fourth  Monday  of  February, 
1794.  The  Ilepresentatives  from  the  Cumberland  District  were  Gene- 
ral James  White  from  Davidson,  David  Wilson  from  Sumner,  and 
Janies  Ford  from  Tennessee  Counties;  Wilson,  of  Sumner,  was  elected 
Speaker.  All  suitable  measures  were  adopted  to  put  the  Territorial 
Government  in  operation.  Until  this  time  the  Governor  and  .Judges 
had  discharged  the  varied  powers,  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  xkssembly  to  nominate  toi  persons,  from  whom 
the  President  of  the  United  States  would  commission  who  should 
constitute  “A  Legislative  Council  f’  they  were  Griffith  llutherford,  John 
Sevier,  James  Winchester,  Stockley  Donelson,  and  Parmenas  Taylor. 
This  Territoriiil  Government  was  soon  duly  organized  and  at  work. 

The  Assembly  adopted  and  forwarded  to  Congress,  by  their  Kepreseu- 
tative,  James  White,  a memorial  upon  the  Indian  war,  which  had  so  long 
distressed  the  people  of  this  Territory.  And  to  it  they  annexed  “a  list 
of  the  names  of  persons  kUhd,  wounded,  and  captured,  and  horses  stolen, 
since  the  20th  day  of  February,  1794."'’  It  is  an  awful  summary;  at 
least  wo,  in  our  day,  would  think  so : 

‘‘Killed,  07. 4 

“Wounded,  10.  V 102.  # 

“Prisoner.s,  25.  j 

“Horses  stolen  376,  valued  at  818,800,  if  valued  at  only  850  each.” 
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HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


It  seems  incredible  tliat  the  patience  of  the  people  could  endure  so 
much  and  so  long.  Never  did  a people  manifest  higher  regard  to  the 
name  of  a beloved  patriot,  and  to  his  wishes  and  perplexities  in  setting 
forward  the  great  movements  of  onr  Government,  than  did  they  who 
lived  and  siiifered  in  this  Territory.  This  was  clearly  announced  in  a 
resolution  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  24th  Sep- 
tember, as  follows : 

^^Reaolved,  That  James  White,  Esq.,  the  Representative  of  this  Terri- 
tory in  Congress,  be  instructed  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  exhibiting 
to  the  President  of  Congress  the  additional  list  of  one  hundred  and  f ee 
of  our  fellow-citizens  who  have  suffered  by  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees, 
since  onr  memorial  to  Congress  in  the  spring,  in  addition  to  the  former 
innumerable  and  cruel  acts  of  hostility  with  which  this  Territory  has 
been  insulted  by  those  Indians;  and  to  assure  his  Excellency  that  ii  the 
people  of  this  Territory  have  borne  with  outrages  which  stretch  human 
patience  to  its  utmost,  it  has  been  through  our  veneration  for  the  head 
of  the  Federal  Government^  and  through  the  hopes  we  entertain  that  his 
influence  will  finally  extend  to  procure  for  this  injured  part  of  the  Union 
that  iustice  which  nothing  but  retaliating  on  an  unrelenting  enemy  can 
afford.^' 

Thus  they  told  in  much  simplicity  the  sad  tale  of  their  horrible  suffer- 
ings, and  of  their  unexampled  patience  and  forbearance,  and  why  they  had 
endured  so  much  and  so  patiently.  “It  has  been  through  our  venenuion 
for  the  head  of  the  Federal  Government!”  All  for  Washington  ! And 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  this ; it  was  a Heaven-implanted  sentiment,  and 
saved  an  empire. 

So  great  were  the  perils  from  the  savages,  that  the  Governor  was  called 
upon  and  ordered  a guard  of  soldiers  to  escort  the  members  from  Mero 
District  to  their  homes.'''  And  thu.s  the  first  session  signalized  irs 
veneration  for  Washington  and  care  of  its  members. 

As  to  small  local  affairs,  we  find  that  “Black  Bobb’s  Tavern”  was  yet 
the  place  in  Nashville  where  the  thirsty  and  the  hungry  could  resort  and 
be  satisfied.  His  was  never  a disorderly  house. 


* To  the  application  for  a giiar'l,  the  Governor  replied: 

“Mr.  President  and  gentlenum  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  Mr.  Speaker  and 
gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

\ “The  guar<l  you  rctjuest  for  the  members  of  Mero  District  returning  home,  and 

for  fhe  families  niovijig  to  that  district,  will  be  ordered  as  you  re-piest,  and  will 
be  in  readiness  early  on  Monday. 


“Wm.  Blouxt.” 
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^•The  Court,  on  motion,  agree  that  a certain  negro  in  tlie  town  of 
Nashville,  called  Bolh^  ha  permitted  to  sell  liquors  ami  victuals  on  his 
good  behavior,  until  the  end  of  the  term  of  the  ensuing  County  Court.”  . 

Bohh  retained  his  soubri(|uct  of  “ Old  Good  Behavior,”  and  persons 
yet  living  have  some  recollection  of  him. 

The  tax  list  of  Davidson  shows  for  this  year  as  follows  : 

‘‘800,555  acres  land,  at  25c.  per  100  acres. 

“412  White  polls,  at  25c.  each  poll. 

“549  Blacks,  at  50c.,  (between  12  and  GO  years  of  age.)  > 

“101,  Town  lots,  at  61  each. 

“15  Stud  horses,  at  64  each.  = 62535  89. 

Early  in  this  year  Governor  Blount  had  proposed  to  the  Cherokees  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  had  urged  them  to  be  at  peace.  At  the  same 
time  he  gave  them  w'arning,  that  if  the  murders  and  thefts  did  not  cease, 
their  country  would  be  invaded,  their  towns  destroyed,  and  ample  ven- 
geance taken.  The  peace  required  must  be  general,  and  allowances 
could  no  longer  be  made  for  predatory  and  murderous  parties  coming 
from  the  nation  into  the  settlements.  A block-house  nearly  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Tellico,  and  other  defences,  were  erected  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  General  Sevier  had  the  supervision  of  them. 

Judge  Haywood  remarks,  “The  Governor  had  so  far  succeeded  with 
the  General  Government,  as  to  induce  it  at  last  to  believe  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Cumberland  were  exposed  to  so7ue  danger  wliich  they  had  not 
drawn  upon  themselves  by  any  misconduct  of  theirs.”  Therefore  he  was 
authorized  to  raise  from  the  militia  of  3Iero  District  one  hundred  men, 
allowing  twenty-six  privates  far  Davidson,  the  like  number  for  Tennessee, 
and  seventeen  for  Sumner,  besides  subaltern  officers,  sergeants,  and  cor- 
porals, and  a mounted  troop  of  thirty  men  to  range  throughout  the 
district.  But  in  despite  of  these  measures  the  savages  continued  their 
deeds  of  slaughter,  as  we  have  already  intimated. 

January  1st.  During  the  past  week  the  settlers  had  enjoyed  quite  a 
merry-making.  “From  Christmas  eve  till  the  dawn  of  the  New  Year,” 
they  had  visited  from  house  to  house,  station  to  station  ; tlie  girls  and  the 
fiddles  being  the  liveliest  and  sweetest  accompaniments.  We  have  heard 
the  “Hutchinson  Family”  sing  the  gleesome  song  of  tlie  “Yankee 
Gathering  :” 

“There  is  quite  a consilcruMe  numher  of  us, 

A considerable  number  of  us, 

All  .standing  in  a row.” 

We  doubt  not  they  were  a “happy  family,”  and  happily  represented  many 
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a “ Yankee  gatlierliig/’  where  ‘‘the  gals  are  sweet  as  candy.’^  But  vre 
do  believe;  if  there  ever  were 

“Happy  families  in  a cage, 

The  wild  beasts  ravening  round  them, 

And  savage  men  all  in  a rage, 

With  whetted  knife  and  loaded  gun, 

All  furious  to  <levour  them,” 

they  were  here,  in  the  holidays  of  179d-4. 

The  winter  was  warm,  open,  delightful;  provisions  were  abundant, 
nobody  sick,  several  weddiiigs,  and  dinners  and  dances  and  suppers,  ‘‘a 
constant  round.”  ‘Wlicn  the  company  passed  from  one  station  to  another, 
the  men  were  on  horseback,  gun  in  hand,  and 

“Sweetheart  on  behind  them, 

Well  balanced  on  j^ilUon.'” 

“The  compliments  of  the  season”  had  passed  round  and  round  with 
hearty  entertainments,  and  now  “Me  dance  of  the  season”  was  to  be  on 
Brake’s  Creek.  The  good  housewives  tliought  fresh  venison  and  a few 
fat  gobblers  would  add  much  to  the  variety  of  dishes  of  meat  for  the 
supper.  “ The  men  agreed  to  whatever  the  women  said,  wdienever  they 
talked  about  things  in  their  line  of  business,”  especially  about  cooking 
and  eating.  Therefore,  John  Brake,  with  three  other  good  hunters,  made 
an  early  start  for  one  of  tlie  licks.  They  had  heard  the  morning  call  of  the 
turkey  gobblers,  and  had  secunnl  enough  of  tliem.  They  must  hasten  to 
the  lick  before  tlie  deer  should  come  to  quench  their  thirst  and  taste  of 
salt.  They  had  not  been  Img  in  ambush  near  the  spring  before  they 
had  a buck  and  doe  ready  for  “the  skinning  operation.”  They  were 
busily  engaged  in  skinning,  to  obtain  the  saddles  and  hams  from  one  to 
take  home  then,  intending  to  hang  up  the  other  and  send  with  a horse 
for  it. 

As  they  were  thus  busily  engaged,  they  were  fired  upon  by  Indians, 
who  also  rushed  towards  them  with  uplifted  battle-axes.  So  many  guns 
were  tired  that  each  white  man  l.ielieved  his  companions  must  be  killed 
or  wounded;  could  not  Ixdieve  tiiat  all  should  escape  alive.  And  when 
they  fouml  that  m>t  one  liad  received  even  a tiesh-womid,  they  wore 
amazed,  and  mad  with  themselves  that  they  did  not  stand  by  their  game 
and  turn  upon  tlie  enemy,  wlnu  no  doubt,  would  have  fled  before  tliem. 
But  now  tiny  lunblost  not  only  the  deer  and  turkeys,  but  tlieir  guns. 

Fortunately,  some  other  persons  had  brought  in  a doer  and  some  turkeys. 
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So  tlie  supper  was  provided,  and  tlie  evening’s  entertainment  was  ciieer- 
ful  and  uninterrupted.  Gamble*  was  there.  Mr.  Drake  and  Ills  com- 


* James  Gamble  was  the  most  distinguished  fiddler  in  all  the  District  of  Mere. 
Indeed,  the  people  here  believed  that  there  was  not  the  equal  of  Gamble  west  of 
the  mountains,  and  his  superior  not  in  the  United  States,  if  there  was,  indeed, 
in  all  the  world. 

He  usually  stayed  at  Bledsoe’s  or  Greenfield  in  Sumner  county.  But  they  often 
sent  for  him  to  come  to  Eaton’s,  the  Blufi',  and  to  Freeland’s,  as  well  as  to  other 
stations.  He  and  his  fiddle  (and  they  were  inseparable)  were  always  welcome, 
and  everyw'here.  He  had  a sack  of  doe-skin,  in  which  he  placed  “his  fiddle  and 
his  bow,”  when  not  in  use  or  when  travcdling,  and  under  his  arm  it  was  always 
safe:  “He  loved  it,”  as  he  said  to  the  women  and  the  girls,  “but  never  squeezed 
it  so  as  to  break  down  the  bridge  or  put  her  out  of  tune.” 

“ lie  could  make  his  fiddle  laugh  and  talk.  There  was  such  potency  in  its  music, 
that  he  often  charmed  away  pains  of  the  body  and  silenced  the  groans  of  the  sick. 
The  sweet  strains  and  the  thrilling  tones  of  that  fiddle  filled  the  air,  the  ear,  the 
soul.  .It  seemed  sometimes  as  if  they  could  not  die.  Every  nerve  in  the  human 
system  was  in  symphony  with  those  sweet  sounds;  there  was  a delicious  feeling 
and  enjoyment  in  the  soul,  that  always  did  one  good.  You  could  not  be  angry, 
ill-natured,  or  crabbed,  where  there  was  such  ecstatic  and  soothing  mu=ic.  It 
lasted  so  long,  too ! you  could  hear  it  and  feel  it  the  next  day,  and  wish  to  hear  it 
a thousand  times.  It  would  not  have  done  one  harm  to  Itear  it  always.” 

“We  had  other  fiddlers  in  the  district — indeed,  a great  many  of  them,  and  some 
remarkably  good  ones,  too;  but  Gamble  excelle-i  them  all.”  Whenever  there  was 
to  be  much  of  an  entertainment  or  considerable  dance,  the  girls  would  say,  “0, 
get  Gamble!  Do  get  Gamble!  We  know  he  will  come.”  And  Gamble  was, 
indeed,  always  willing  to  come.  This  was  his  plea.sure ; he  had  no  other  business, 
he  did  nothing  else,  he  knew  nothing  else,  than  to  play  the  fiddle.  He  fiddled 
as  long  as  he  lived,  an<l  he  fiddled  his  life  away.  He  was  a good-natured,  happy 
man,  never  hated  anybody,  never  made  an  enemy.  He  was  married  to  his  fiddle. 
He  and  his  wife  entertained  and  gratified  a great  many  per.sons,  men,,  women,  and 
children,  in  their  day. 

In  our  childhood,  (towards  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,)  we  heard 
“Fiddler  Green,”  whose  praise  was  in  all  the  stations  from  Fort  llarraar  to 
Farmer’s  Castle,  and  down  on  either  shore  of  the  Ohio,  from  the  Little  and  Big 
Muskingum  to  the  Little  and  Big  Kanhawa ; and  we  can  yet  sometimes  find  the 
traces  of  the  sweet  “long-drawn  notes”  of  his  celebrated  violin,  upon  our  memory’s 
music-book.  And  there  are  persons  yet  living  who  retain  the  memory  of  the 
celebrated  fiddler  of  Sumner  county,  and  of  the  delicious  music  he  usetl  to  dis- 
course in  the  Cumberland  settlements,  “wlten  their  old  hearts  were  young.” 

When  the  great  revival  came,  the  “dancing,”  involuntary  and  without  ease  or 
grace,  wu'<  continued  ; but  instrumental  mu<ic  was  condemned  as  un'uitable.  and, 
indeed,  sinful  to  be  practiced  or  heard  by  professors  of  religion,  and  several  of  the 
fiddlers  of  Moro  laid  their  instruments  on  the  slielve.s  or  among  old  trumpery,  and 
a few  broko  them  in  piocea.  James  Gamble  (we  hope)  was  also  a Christian,  a 
devotee  to  his  science  of  sweet  sounds  upon  horse-hair  and  cat-gut,  but  never  a 
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pan  ions  were  tlie  only  persons  who  could  not  talk  to  the  ladies  in  a lively 
and  entertaining  manner,  and  use  the  tender  and  airectionate  term 
‘^Tliey  were  rather  silent  that  evening!  And  when  they  saw  ^the 
gentlemen,  every  man  and  hoy  vrith  his  gun,’  and  theirs,  . . . they 

begged  to  be  excused,  didn’t  want  any  supper,  were  not  hungry  I” 
Everybody  was  sorry  for  them.”  But  they  ^^weut  home  with  the  gals 
in  the  morning.” 

January  3d.  jMiss  Gray  was  passing  between  two  of  the  stations,  about 
four  miles  west  from  Nashville,  when  several  Indians  attempted  to  cap- 
ture her,  but  as  she  was  swift  on  foot  she  fled  before  them ; therefore 
they  fired  at  and  wounded  her,  but  not  so  as  to  stop  her  flight.  Her 
name  was  Deliverance.  She  escaped  death,  captivity,  and  a scalping.* * 
January  Tth.  John  Helen,  who  was  at  work  for  General  Bobertson, 
half  a mile  from  the  house,  v/as  shot,  killed,  and  scalped.  He  ran  some 
hundreds  of  yards  and  made  a desperate  struggle  for  life,  as  was  ‘^evident 
by  the  signs.”  General  llobertson  ordered  Captain  Murray  to  take 
twenty  men  and  pursue  these  Indians. 

Murray  discovered  they  had  several  horses,  (no  doubt  well  packed  with 
stolen  property,)  that  there  were  several  squaws  with  them,  and  that 
their  route  was  south-west,  towards  the  Tennessee.  He  was  convinced 
the  party  had  been  so  successrul  by  their  incursion  into  the  settlements, 
they  were  returning  to  the  nation  and  would  cross  the  Tennessee.  After 
the  second  day  they  were  travelling  quite  leisurely,  and  Murray  deter- 
mined to  pursue  and  attack  them  when  preparing  to  cross  the  river. 

There  were  eleven  Indian  men  and  five  squaws.  Murray’s  pursuit  was 
so  cautious,  the  Indians  entertained  no  apprehension  of  the  whites  being 
so  close  upon  them.  Doubtless  they  believed  no  one  had  tracked  them.” 
They  encamped  somewhat  late  in  the  evening  at  the  edge  of  the  river, 
upon. the  slope  of  a ridge  “which  jutted  a little  into  the  river.”  Here 
they  had  gathered  some  cane  for  the  horses,  and  kindled  a large  fire, 


bigot.  He  read  his  Bible,  and  fiddled;  he  prayed,  and  he  fiddled;  asked  a silent 
blessing  on  his  meals,  gave  thanks,  and  fiddled;  went  to  meetings,  sang  the  songs 
of  Zion,  joined  in  all  devotional  services,  went  home,  and  fiddled.  He  sometimes 
fiddled  in  bed,  but  always  fid-lied  when  he  got  up.  We  doubt  not  he  in  lulge-1  in 
fiddling  to  excess,  but  if  all  men  were  as  innocent  of  harm  and  contribute'!  as 
much  to  the  pleasure  of  their  follows  as  did  James  Gamble,  the  world  would  be 
better  than  it  is. 

* “The  said  Hood”  use*l  to  remark  to  Miss  Gray,  “That’s  a mighty  good  name 
of  yours,  Miss  Gray:  you  were  dolivere-l  out  ot  the  liands  of  your  enemies.” 

•‘Ye*--,  the  L-trd  delivered  me,  and  I didn’t  ‘phiy  rossum.’” 

^ “And  the  Lord  delivered  me,  too,  and  I did  ‘play  Possum,’”  said  he. 
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evidently  a signal  fire  for  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  They 
fired  several  guns  also,  at  intervals;  they  imitated  the  howling  of  wolves 
and  the  calling  of  the  great  owl.  They  sent  no  alarm-cry  across  the 
river,  but  all  was  indicative  of  cheerfulness  and  success. 

The  point  of  the  ridge  was  free  from  cane  and  underbrush,  and  exactly 
suited  to  3Iurray’s  views  of  hemming  them  in  at  the  water’s  edge.” 
Fortunately  the  horses  made  sufficient  noise  to  prevent  the  Indians,  hear- 
ing any  steps  taken  by  the  whites,  while  examining  the  grounds  and  the 
position  occupied  by  the  sleeping  Indians. 

Captain  Murray  and  Jonathan  Roliertson  undertook  this  examination, 
and  ascertained  all  they  desired,  then  retreated  to  their  companions,  gave 
them  the  information,  and  the  plan  of  attack  for  the  break  of  day.  At 
the  hoitr  agreed  upon,  they  marched  along  the  ridge,  forming  a semicircle, 
extending  across  the  narrow  promontory  from  water’s  edge  to  waiter’s 
edge.  They  had  the  enemy  completely  enclosed.  The  soldiers  crept 
near  to  the  savages,  and  as  soon  as  two  or  three  of  the  Indians  began  to 
show  signs  of  being  awake,  the  signal  was  given,  most  of  the  guns  fired, 
and  a rush  made  upon  them  wnth  tomahawks  and  knives.  Two  or  three 
jumped  into  the  river,  and  were  shot  by  those  Vv'hosc  fire  had  been  reserved. 
Two  squaw's  only  remained  alive,  and  as  prisoners ; all  the  others,  eleven 
men,  three  women,  had  been  killed.  Not  a man  in  Captain  3Iiirray’s 
company  was  wounded.  cleaner  swmep  had  not  been  made  than  this 
since  the  country  was  settled.”  Captain  3fiirray  and  Jonathan  F.  Robert- 
son were  satisfied  without  promotion,  and  the  men  with  what  they  had 
done,  and  a division  of  the  spoils.  And  the  way  in  which  they  divided 
and  distributed  these  trophies,  w'as  by  restoring  to  the  owners  such  as 
could  be  identified,  and  giving  to  some,  who  were  destitute,  articles  to 
which  no  one  set  up  ownership. 

January  20th.  Small  parties  of  Indians  appeared  in  various  parts  of 
the  frontiers  of  3Iero  District,  killing  or  wounding  several  persons,  and 
stealing  horses  or  sliooting  the  cows.^  “In  several  instances  they  left  the 
divided  limbs  of  the  slain  scattered  over  the  ground.”  “ Every  pathway, 
and  many  plantations,  were  marked  with  the  blood  or  carca.'^ses  of  the 
slain.” 

Of  Jonathan  F.  Robertson,  eldest  son  of  the  General,  II ay  wood  says, 
“that  in  all  his  contests,  he  returned  as  good  as  was  sent.”  “He  had 
many  a brush  with  them.” 

He  had  been  at  home  but  a few  days  from  the  expedition  under 
Captain  ^lurray,  until  he,  in  company  with  three  small  boys  of  the  name 
of  Cowan,  enjoyed  what  he  called  “ a very  nice  little  skirmish.”  These 
lads,  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  each  had  hi.s  gun.  They  were 
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near  to  Robertson^  passing  in  tbe  open  woods  upon  a ridge,  some  miles 
north-west  of  General  Robertson’s  residence.  They  had  killed  some 
game,  and  had  it  swung  across  their  shoulders,  but  were  ‘‘wide  awake” 
for  more  game  of  whatsoever  kind. 

One  of  the  young  Cowans  observed  a movement  in  some  low  bushes, 
and  instantly  threw  liis  gun  in  position  to  fire.  Robertson’s  quick  eye 
detected  the  barrel  of  a gun  by  the  side  of  a tree,  and  cried  out,  In- 
dians ! Tree,  boys,  tree  I”  At  the  word,  two  of  the  boys  jumped  behind 
their  separate  trees,  Robertson  and  the  other  boy  behind  another,  which 
was  too  small  a cover  for  two  persons,  and  he  determined  to  seek  another, 
telling  the  boys  to  “ be  very  careful  how  they  looked  out,  and  not  to 
throw  away  their  fire.” 

He  had  but  jumped  behind  the  tree  with  young  Cowan,  when  one  of  the 
Indians  fired,  and  wounded  the  lad  who  was  treed  with  him,  slightly  in 
the  thigh.  Robertson  told  him  to  “ lay  low,”  and  soon  learned  from  the 
youth  that  he  -‘was  not  hurt  bad  enough  to  lie  down.”  He  stood  up, 
and  “had  a crack  at  them.”  From  Robertson’s  anxiety  to  see  the  foe, 
and  obtain  a shot,  he  e.xposed  his  head  so  much  that  an  Indian  put  a ball 
through  his  hat,  immediately  above  his  left  ear.  His  hat  fell,  and  he 
himself  almost  fell.  Perhaps  the  slight  concussion  made  him  take  a step 
in  the  direction  in  which  he  was  leaning.  However,  when  in  that  posi- 
tion, “he  saw  the  body  of  an  Indian  plainly,  and  let  drive.”  Instantly 
he  jumped  behind  his  tree,  and  handing  his  gun  to  young  Cowan,  caught 
up  his,  while  Cowan  should  reload  the  one  just  fired.  In  this  way  he 
fired  three  times,  his  partner  once,  and  in  full  belief  that  two  of  their 
shots  had  done  good  service. 

The  two  other  Cowans  each  fired  twice,  and  at  least  one  of  their  shots 
was  well  aimed.  The  Indians  began  to  run,  when  Robertson  and  his 
young  soldiers  ran  from  tree  to  tree  in  pursuit,  obtaining  two  or  three 
more  cracks  at  them.  Rut  as  the  Indians  escaped  into  a place  where  the 
trees  were*more  numerous,  and  considerable  undergrowth,  he  forbade  any 
further  pursuit. 

- One  of  the  Cowans  passed  by  a tree  behind  which  the  Indian  stood  at 
whom  he  had  fired,  and  picked  up  a gun.  From  this  fiict,  and  seeing 
some  of  the  Indians  helping  otliers  in  the  retreat  into  the  bushes,  the 
Robertson  party  was  certain  they  had  not  wasted  all  their  powder  and 
lead. 

An  examination  of  the  ground  was  made  a week  afterwards,  when  the 
remains  of  two  Indian  bodies  were  discovered,  the  dogs  finding  them 
very  readily. 

Prior  to  the  2Tth  of  February,  and  within  a week  of  that  date,  there 
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was  an  unusual  number  of  persons  killed.  They  were  killed  in  all  the 
settlements — here  and  there  one.  Of  the  number  we  may  mention  Ben- 
jamin Linsey,  Daniel  Read^  Edward  Caruthers,  Jacob  Evans^  Frederick 
Stull,  Jacob  Morris,  and  James  Davis. 

And  “between  the  27th  February  and  27th  of  March,  four  men  were 
killed,  and  many  horses  stolen.’' 

Of  those  hunted  or  killed  by  the  Indians  in  March,  we  may  mention  two 
or  three.  On  the  eighteenth,  the  house  of  Thomas  Harris  (a  short  dis- 
tance from  Clarksville)  was  set  on  fire  by  the  Indians.  The  chimney  was 
large,  and  “out  of  doors,”  made  of  split  timbers  or  puncheons.  This 
wood  was  drier  than  any  other  belonging  to  the  house,  and  here  the 
enemy  could  most  secretly  approach. 

They  had  gathered  dry  sticks  and  heaped  them  again.st  this  wooden 
chimney,  and  it  was  easily  set  in  a blaze.  Fortunately,  Mr.  Ilarris  wa.s 
awakened  by  the  noise  made  in  piling  up  the  fuel  which  the  Indians  had 
prepared,  and  the  purpose  was  at  once  perceived.  There  were  two  guns 
in  the  house,  both  loaded.  There  was  no  light  or  fire  kindled  in  the 
house,  but  very  soon  the  blazing  heap  on  the  outside  caused  a state  of 
horror  among  the  family.  The  awful  (|uestion  was  presented:  “'Shall 
we  stay  in  and  be  burned,  or  go  out  and  be  shot  down  and  tomahawked  ?” 

At  the  foundation  of  the  chimney-stack  were  tavo  or  three  courses  of 
round  logs,  upon  wdiich  the  drier  split  sticks  forming  the  chimney  had 
been  placed,  and  in  order  to  kindle  the  fire  against  these,  the  Indians 
had  heaped  up  a small  stack  of  light  dry  sticks.  This  was  the  pile  which 
had  commenced  to  blaze  wdien  Mr.  Ilarris,  with  gun  in  hand,  and  dread 
perplexity  in  his  mind,  looked  betw'een  the  logs  of  his  house  to  ascertain 
if  any  thing  could  be  done  affording  hope  of  escape.  He  saw  how'  the 
brush  had  been  piled  up,  and  instantly  resolved  to  thrust  something 
through  the  chimney,  and  push  off  the  brush.  In  this  he  partially  suc- 
ceeded, when  an  Indian  ran  towards  the  fire,  or  came  within  the  light 
made  by  it,  and  Harris  instantly  .'^hot  him  down.  Some  of  his  cora- 
'^anions  ran  up  to  drag  him  away,  and  were  in  the  act  of  removing  the 
wounded  Indian,  when  another  shot  was  fired  among  them,  and  they  dis- 
appeared. 

With  the  aid  of  his  family  he  pushed  the  chimney  from  the  house,  and 
in  its  fall  the  piece.s  were  much  scattered,  and  the  mud  earth  which 
had  been  plentifully  used  in  daubing  it,  fell  upon  the  burning  brush 
placed  by  the  Indians.  The  upper  half  of  the  chimney  being  thu.s 
thrown  off  from  the  house,  the  few  shingles  which  had  caught  were 
easily  removed,  and  all  danger  of  being  burned  up  was  for  the  time 
removed.  Day  dawned  : the  incendiaries  had  tied,  and  the  family  escaped. 
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On  the  20th,  James  Bryan,  as  he  approached  one  of  the  deer-licks, 
about  four  miles  from  Xasliville,  'vvas  fired  at  by  Indians  lying  in  ambush, 
lie  was  wiihin  fifty  steps  of  them,  and  yet  they  missed  him,  only  piercing 
a few  bullet-holes  through  hib  hunting-shirt.  He  wheeled  and  ran,  the 
Indians  after  him.  At  one  time  they  ‘‘headed  him,^’  and  were  close 
enough  to  “make  a grab  at  him.”  lie  made  a very  narrow  escape.  On 
the  same  day  they  killed  Charles  Bratton,  and  scalped  him.  This  was 
done  near  the  house  of  alajor  White,  in  Sumner. 

On  the  next  day  the  same  jiarty  (probably)  approached  and  concealed 
themselves  at  a stone-quarry  at  a short  distance  from  the  spring  and 
house  of  Searcy  Sujith,  on  Drake’s  Creek.  A negro  man  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
was  engaged  in  hauling  rock  from  the  quarry.  Two  youths,  who  by  their 
energy  and  sprightliness  gave  great  promise  of  usefulness,  were  boarding 
at  Mr.  Smith’s,  attending  school.  Beturning  from  school,  they  went  with 
the  wagoner  to  the  quarry.  The  Indians  rushed  upon  them  : the  negro 
man  surrendered,  and  was  taken  as  a captive,  but  the  white  boys  resisted 
%mto  death.  They  wore  killed  and  scalped,  and  partially  stripped  of  their 
clothing.  They  lay  near  each  other  in  that  mangled  condition,  the  scions 
of  a noble  stock,  the  male  heirs  of  worthy  men,  slain,  as  their  fathers 
had  been  not  long  before,  not  afar  oft',  by  the  prowling  savages.  Earliest 
among  the  pioneers,  the  bosom  friends  of  Ilobertson,  patriots  and  true 
men,  the  fathers  were  early  sacrificed,  leaving  these  beautiful  represen- 
tatives of  all  their  greatness,  talents,  and  worth,  to  be  cherished,  guarded, 
and  educated  for  the  sociiUy  and  State  in  the  laying  the  foundations  of 
which  they  had  toiled,  and  for  which  they  had  been  made  martyrs.  And 
now  these  sons  are  slain;  the  cousins  lie  side  by  side.  As  kindred  blood 
had  ever  flowed  through  their  veins,  so  now  the  death-blows  have  min- 
gled their  blood  upon  the  earth.  “In  death  they  were  not  divided.” 
There  are  the  two  Anthonys,  sons  of  Colonel  Anthony  Bledsoe  and 
Colonel  Laac  Bledsoe.  They  were  buried  by  tliose  who  loved  them,  and 
the  places  where  they  fell,  and  where  they  rest,  are  sacred.* 

Shortly  before  the  2d  of  May,  Colonel  Samuel  T.  Chew  (who  had  been 
tempted  by  the  liberal  oft’ers  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  settle  near 
Lance  de  Grace)  had  left  there  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  one  of  the 
counties  on  Cumberland,  and  with  his  pirogue,  four  white  men  and  eleven 


* These  are  pointed  out  in  view  of  the  resilience  of  i^Ir.  Harry  Smith,  son  of 
Searcy  Smith,  anrl  grandson  of  General  DartUd  Smith,  the  assoei.ate  and  friend  of 
Pcobertson,  and  trusted  Uopro.<entutive  and  Setmtor  of  those  Cumberland  settler.^. 
“Ruck  Castle,”  and  its  historic  memories  and  its  present  intere.-?ts,  are  worthy  of 
examination. 
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negroes,  liad  ascended  above  tlie  dividing  ridge  between  the  months  of 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  llivers,  and  therefore  v.dien  he  lauded 
was  not  on  Indian  territory. 

Colonel  Chew  and  his  party  were  there  attacked,  and,  as  is  believed, 
were  all  killed.  His  body  was  most  barbarously  mangled.  This  murder 
Wiis  committed  by  the  Creeks. 

‘‘The  prevailing  sentiment  among  the  Cherokees  was  in  favor  of  peace. 
They  gave  great  credit  to  the  Chickasaws  for  so  engaging  the  attention 
of  the  Creeks,  that  the  Cumberland  settlers  enjoyed  more  security  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  had. 

“ The  stealing  of  horses,  however,  was  most  successfully  practiced  in 
all  directions.'’^ 

May  2Cth.  One  of  the  spies  on  Bledsoe’s  Creek  was  wounded.  On 
the  same  day  they  killed  the  son  of  Mr.  Strawder,  and  wounded  his  wife 
on  Station  Camp  Creek.  In  this  month  General  Bobertson  visited 
Governor  Blount,  at  Knoxville,  by  request,  to  adjust  some  transactions 
relative  to  lands;  to  consult  about  the  interests  of  the  district ; to  settle 
some  territorial  accounts;  and,  as  we  believe,  to  convince  the  Governor 
that  there  would  be  no  end  of  the  Indian  ravages  until  the  Lower  Towns 
vrere  destroyed,  and  heavy  blows  struck  upon  the  Creeks. 

Governor  Blount  hoped  that  some  recent  warlike  movements  between 
the  Chickasaws  and  Lower  Creeks  would  keep  the  latter  so  engaged  that 
they  would  not  much  annoy  the  Cumberland  people  during  this  summer. 
General  Bobertson  assured  him,  however,  that  the  chief  crossing-places  tor 
the  Creeks  were  at  those  towns;  that  there  the  invaders  of  Cumberland 
assembled,  coming  and  going ; that  they  found  supplies  there,  and  what- 
soever property  could  be  stolen  in  the  I>istrict  was  received  there  and 
passed  off  into  the  Indian  country  beyond  ; “ that  there  never  would  be 
any  safety  or  peace  for  Cumberland  as  long  ,as  those  infernal  nests  were 
allowed  to  exist.” 

We  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  Governor  concurred  in  these  opinions, 
'^'ut  may  not  have  given  his  approbation  to  the  then  contemplated  mea- 
sures to  do  what  General  Bobertson  had  for  years  at  heart  desir*‘d  to  do. 
He  wished  that  the  Governor’s  range  of  “ vision  might,  for  a time,  be 
confined  to  his  side  of  the  mountain.” 

The  “shadows  of  coming  events”  passed  before  him,  and  he  was  cx- 
ceedingl}*  desirous  not  to  be  committed  by  any  decided  participation  or 
distinct  knowlcdLre  which  would  alfect  his  ofiicial  character.  General 
Bobertson  was  willing  to  leave  him  “a  wide  margin.”  He  had  himself 
long  partici[)ate<l  in  the  embarra.s.sments  and  misery  resulting  from  the 
restrictive  orders  from  the  AV'ar  Department,  and  he  know  that  Governor 
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Blount  had  modestly  presented  to  Government  the  views  of  Generals 
Sevier  and  Robertson  to  invade  the  Indian  territory,  and  there  make  the 
savages  experience  the  evils  of  war;  and  }'et  he  knew  that  although  the 
Governor  had  often  been  flattered  and  deceived  by  Indian  chiefs,  he  still 
confided  in  his  policy  and  skill  at  conferences  and  negotiations. 

The  “accounts”  havintx  been  arranged,  and  consultations  ended,  Gene- 
ral Robertson  was  ready  to  return  home.  It  being  known,  however,  that 
the  Indians  were  waylaying  the  common  pathway,  and  would  be  ‘-more 
than  willing”  to  capture  the  “head-man”  of  Cumberland,  it  was  deemed 
pro]'>er  to  send  Captain  Mitchell,  with  an  escort,  to  accompany  the  Gene- 
ral. They  left  Knoxville  on  the  14th  of  June,  and  made  the  journey  to 
Nashville  in  about  eight  days,  without  being  attacked.  Some  “ signs  of 
Indians”  were  discovere-.l,  which  induced  the  party  to  keep  “a  good  look- 
out.” A few  emigrants,  or  land-hunters,  also  came  under  the  protection 
of  this  escort. 

Colonel  IMcKee,  Indian  Agent  at  Tellico,  had  sent  “'a  strong  talk  to 
the  Cherokees,  and  particularly  addressed  to  those  of  the  Lower  Towns, 
that  they  must  cease  from  their  incursions  into  the  Cumberland  settle- 
ments; that  such  outrages  as  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  committing 
there  could  no  longer  be  endured,  and  if  repeated,  the  white  people 
would  certainly  let  them  know  what  war  is.”  If  they  desired  to  attend 
a “ball-play,”  and  would  conic  with  “good  heart^j  and  clean  hands,”  it 
would  be  pleasant  to  .«ice  them,  and  to  contribute  to  their  happiness. 

Before  General  Robertson  ami  escort  had  reached  Nashville,  they 
learned  of  further  outrages  committed  by  the  Indians,  and  that  Captain 
Gordon  was  in  pursuit.  General  Robertson  was  authorized  to  detain 
Captain  Mitchell  for  a short  service  in  Mero  District.  This  he  did,  fur- 
nishing the  men  with  provisions  and  horses,  with  provender  from  his  own 
stores. 

As  General  Robertson  was  about  to  visit  the  Governor  on  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains,  ho  had  issued  orders  to  Colonel  Winchester  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  Commamhw  in  the  District  during  his  absence.  To 
these  duties  Colonel  Winclie.'iter  gave  diligent  attention. 

We  have  mentioned  that  General  Robert^ion,  before  he  reached  home, 
heard  that  Captain  Gordon  liad  pur.^ned,  or  was  then  in  pursuit  of  savages 
who  had  been  conmiitting  outrnires  among  his  neighbors. 

These  Indians  had  killed  Mrs.  Gear,  at  a place  about  four  miles  from 
Nashville.  Captain  Gordon  followed  for  ninety  or  a hundred  miles,  to 
the  foot  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain.  There  be  overtook  and  made  a 
dash  at  them.  Tlic  Indians  returne<l  the  fire,  killing  one  of  the  soMiors, 
Robert  McRory. 
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One  Indian  wav«  left  dead  on  tLe  ground^  and  several  of  the  horses 
Trhich  had  been  stolen  by  the  Indians,  and  most  of  the  goods  with  which 
the  horses  had  been  laden,  were  recovered. 

On  the  6th  of  July  a case  somewhat  extraordinary  occurred.  It  was 
the  death  of  Isaac  Maytield.  He  was  an  early  stationer;  had  often  acted 
as  a spy  and  sentinel ; had  killed  several  Indians  ; a rash,  passionate  man, 
but  brave,  reliable,  and  a general  favorite  for  what  he  had  dune,  and 
was  known  to  be  ready  to  do,  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements. 

Some  thought  he  had  a charmed  life,  and  never  would  fall  under  the 
hand  of  the  enemy.  But  on  the  day  mentioned,  as  he  stood  sentinel 
for  his  son,  who  was  engaged  hoeing  the  coni,  he  discovered  an  Indian 
skulking  through  the  bushes,  evidently  desiring  to  reach  a place  whence 
he  could  obtain  a foir  shot  at  young  iMayfield.  The  father  kept  his  eye 
upon  the  savage,  and  having  advanced  a few  steps  in  that  direction,  bred, 
and  probably  killed  the  one  he  fired  at ; but  the  moment  thereafter,  half 
a dozen  Indians  rushed  upon  iMayfield,  shooting  him  through  and  through; 
other  Indians  came  up  and  discharged  their  loads  into  his  body,  so  that 
about  fifteen  loads  seemed  to  have  been  emptied  into  him.  Not  content 
with  this,  they  scalped  him  extensively,  stuck  a new  English  ba\mnet 
through  his  cheeks,  and  left  it  sticking  there,  and  two  good  tomahawks, 
with  which  they  had  also  hacked  his  body,  and  besmeared  the  handles 
with  his  blood. 

He  was  the  sixth  of  the  name  who  had  been  killed  or  captured  by  the 
Creeks  and  Cherokees,  lie  left  a widow  and  several  children. 

In  June  and  July  many  outrages  were  committed,  and  the  Indians 
escaped,  notwithstanding  the  movements  of  the  guards.  These  marched 
too  generally  in  full  force  of  twenty  to  thirty,  whereas  the  Indians  crep-t 
through  the  cane  and  wood,  usually  in  very  small  parties,  concentrating 
to  the  number  of  ten  or  fifteen  occasionally,  within  the  settlements,  and 
then  separating  to  kill  and  steal  in  such  small  divisions.  They  much 
more  easily  concealed  themselves  than  did  the  whites. 

In  this  month  the  “express”  which  General  Bobertson  had  sent  to 
Governor  Blount  was  robbetl  of  his  horse,  but  he  went  through  on  h>*3t. 

About  nine  o’clock  Wednesday  morning,  0th  of  August,  3lajor  Geortre 
Winchester  was  killed  and  scalped  on  the  public  road  leading  from  hi.-i 
own  hou.se  to  the  court-house,  in  Sunmer  eotiitty.  He  was  one  of  the 
magistrates,  ami  was  proceeding  to  (’ourt.  “ lie  was  a valuable  citizen, 
and  a good  civil  and  military  officer.”  No  death  since  that  of  Colonel 
Bledsoe  bad  so  shocked  the  pi'cple  of  Sumner  county. 

The  letter  of  General  James  Winchester  to  (roneral  Bobertso[i  mav 
properly  be  in.serted  here. 
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“Cragfont,  21st  July,  1794, 

^^Dear  General; — On  the  melancholy  and  unfortunate  fall  of  my 
brother  George,  I ordered  Captain  Blackmore,  with  about  fifty  mounted 
militia,  to  pursue  the  trail,  if  possible,  until  he  came  up  with  them. 
He  had  just  returned  after  a long  and  fatiguing  march  of  near  two  weeks, 
without  effecting  any  thing. 

‘‘  On  this  unhappy  occasion  I rather  attended  to  my  own  feelings  as  a man, 
a brother,  than  to  my  duty  as  a soldier  and  an  officer.  I,  hov.'ever,  trust 
and  hope,  if  it  is  in  your  power,  you  wull  permit  me  to  haye  these  men 
mustered,  and  let  them  be  paid  for  their  services.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  county  are  very  desirous  that  the  spies  may  be  continued  as  usual. 
If  it  can  be  admitted,  give  me  orders  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as  possible. 

Captain  McEllwrath  and  3Ir.  James  Clendenin,  whom  I sent  to  ex- 
plore Cumberland  Kiver  from  the  mouth  of  Cauey  Fork  to  the  Salt  Lick. 
^Report,  that  the  hills  set  in  very  close  to  the  river  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Caney  Fork  for  a considerable  distance  up  the  river.  That  the  only 
eligible  place  for  a station  Is  at  the  mouth  of  a small  creek  about  three 
and  a half  miles  below  the  Salt  Lick  Creek,  and  in  sight  of  the  mouth  of 
Martin’s  Creek.’*  Here,  they  say,  the  ground  is  somewhat  broken,  but 
there  is  the  appearance  of  two  or  tliree  springs  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
they  believe  a road  may  be  got  from  it  to  the  present  Ilolston  Trace, 
though  it  will  not  be  much  nearer  than  the  Salt  Lick. 

“ I am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  Winchester- 

^^Genl.  James  Ftobertson,” 

"When  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Major  Winchester  reached  " the 
Court-house”  of  Sumner,  the  citizens  were  convening  for  the  business  of 
the  Court-day,  and  for  other  purposes  which  usually  attract  a crowd. 
Fifty  men  were  enrolled  under  Captain  Blackmore,  to  pursue  the  mur- 
derers at  daybreak  the  next  morning.  Being  mounted  on  good  stolen 
horses,  and  having  a day  and  night  in  advance,  the  Indians  escaped. 

No  one  can  fail  to  approve  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Winchester,  and  to 
admire  the  calm  and  tender  expre.'>sions  in  regard  to  his  murdered  and 
scalped  brother;  and  how  highly  he  appreciates  the  dignity  of  the 
military  position  which  he  occupies. 

We  ought  not  to  omit  all  notice  of  a communication  to  General  Fvobert- 
son  of  this  same  date,  (btli  .July,)  dated  ‘MT>rt  ^Lis.'^ac,”  from  Major 
Doyle,  informing  the  General  that,  ‘‘pursuant  to  instructions  from 
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Government^  lie  had  begun  to  estal)]isli  a garrison  at  that  post.’^  ‘^From 
information  received/’  he  says^  ^4lds  will  be  an  eyesore  to  the  Chero- 
kees;*  permit  me  to  tender  you  any  services  from  here,  and  let  me  roly 
on  intelligence  of  Indian  movements.  ...  I shall  find  pleasure  in 
being  in  any  vray  useful  to  the  people  of  your  settlement.” 

As  was  “supposed,”  Fort  Massac  became  somewhat  of  an  eyesore  to 
the  Cherokees  and  Shawnees,  and  a sort  of  a thorn  in  the  side  .of  the 
Spaniards;  and  this  more  from  its  advanced  position,  than  from  any  acts 
of  aggression  or  defence  done  by  the  garrison  stationed  there.  3Iore 
deserters  from  United- States  garrisons  and  marching  troops  were  caught 
or  brought  there,  than  all  the  Indians  vv'hieh  the  soldiers  at  3fassae  ever 
pursued  or  shot  at.  It  was  a sickly  place,  and  had  to  be  abandoned  in 
1808.  It  was  gratifying  to  General  Ilobertson  and  to  the  people  of 
Cumberland,  as  it  was  to  those  of  Kentucky,  to  sec  the  Government 
planting  a garrison  thus  in  advance  of  the  settlements,  and  so  nigh  to  the 
Spaniards.  Thousands  would  have  rejoiced  to  learn  of  a collision  between 
the  regular  troops  and  Indians  and  Spaniards  “'mixed  up.”  And  yet  at 
this  time,  and  notwithstanding  tlie  many  causes  of  offence  received  from 
the  Spaniards,  there  were  native  and  naturalized  citizens  who  were 
pensioned  officers  of  Spain,  and  secretly  working  discontent  in  Kentucky. 

There  had  been  several  Creek  and  Cherokee  prisoners  in  the  Cumber- 
land settlements  for  some  time.  An  exchange  v/as  agreed  upon  through 
Mr.  Seagroves,  the  United  States  agent  at  Tuckabatche,  (Upper  Creeks,) 
and  some  of  these  captives  were  consequently  returned  to  their  nation. 
They  had  been  very  kindly  treated  by  the  whites;  they  were  youths, 
boys  and  girls.  Several  of  the  captives  had  been  kept  by  families  in 
Kentucky..  Captain  llains  had  one,  whom  ho  had  captured  in  “a  hard 
fight  and  tight  race.” 

The  Governor  continued  to  urge  upon  General  Kobertson  the  duties 
of  strictest  econonty,  as  an  especial  virtue  in  a Republican  Government: 
^‘Keep  doini  expense,  is  a command  from  the  Secretary  to  me,  and  I 
enjoin  on  you  the  observance  of  it.”  And  yet  he  is  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  people  of  3Icro  have  been  but  poorly  aided,  whilst  none  have 
suffered  as  they  have.  He  continued  to  have  great  confidence  in  his 
conferences  ami  negotiations.  “An  attack  of  Cumberland  by  a lanje 
parf^  of  Indians,  either  Creek  or  Chenffi'ees,  or  }>oth,  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended this  summer.  Small  parties,  however,  I fear,  will  yt't  infest  your 
frontiers.”  “I  entreat  and  command  you  to  let  neither  imporlunif// 
nor  distant  appearances  of  danger  induce  you  to  order  out  any  party 


♦ “To  the  Cherokees,”  as  friouJs  aaiJ  allies  of  the  Shawnees. 
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unnecessarily  large.  . . . Economy  is  a Kepublican  virtue,  wliieli, 

from  the  injunction  laid  on  me,  I feel  myself  bound  to  enjoin  on  you  the 
observance  of.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  expense  afforded  Moro 
District,  since  the  1st  January  last,  in  comparison  with  that  incurred  for 
the  defence  of  Hamilton  and  Washington  Districts,  is  more  than  four  to 
one."’ 

The*Governor  should  have  remembered,  that  in  all  these  protracted 
wars,  large  parties  of  Indians”  had  never,  when  so  embodied,  done 
much  harm;  and  he  certainly  knew  that  these  “small  parties”  had  done 
an  incalculable  amount  of  mischief.  Near  the  close  of  this  letter  of 
April  15th,  the  Governor  is  under  the  necessity  to  justify  himself  from 
some  suspicions  of  having  failed  to  make  a full  representation  of  the 
suffering's  of  Mero  District. 

“I  can  assure  you  my  official  communications  to  Government  are 
strictly  consistent  with  fact,  as  to  the  appearances  both  of  peace,  murder, 
theft,  etc.”  It  seemed  to  many  incredible,  that  if  full  and  fair  state- 
ments were  made,  the  Government  could  so  long  look  upon  these  thou- 
sands of  acts  of  murder  and  rapine,  and  do  no  more  to  arrest  them  or 
punish  the  wrong-doers. 

The  murder  of  Colonel  Chew  and  his  party  of  fifteen,  the  murder  of 
the  young  Bledsoes,  and  now  that  daring  one  of  iMajor  Winchester, 
together  with  the  many  others,  had  so  enraged  the  people  that  it  was 
determined  to  destroy  the  Lower  Towns  this  year,  and  wait  no  longer. 

Joseph  Brown*  (the  youth  who  had  witnessed  his  father’s  head  cut 
off  at  one  of  these  towns,  and  had  long  endured  imprisonment  there, 
then  living  about  four  miles  below  Nashville,  near  the  river,  on  the  east 
bank)  was  intrusted  with  a detachment,  or  rather  accompanied  one 
under  command  of  Colonel  Iloberts,  to  scour  the  head-waters  of  Elk  ; 
but  with  the  especial  and  secret  purpose  of  discovering  a route  for  an 
army  to  the  Nickojack  and  Ilunning-Water  towns.  Such  a route  was 
found  and  reported. 

The  Governor  well  knew  that  such  a measure  had  long  been  in  con- 
templation. General  Robertson  had  opened  the  subject  verbally  and  in 
writing,  and  seems  to  have  entertained  the  opinion,  (which  was  very 
prevalent  with  others,)  tliat  he  ought  to  give  not  only  connivance  or 
sanction,  but  positive  orders,  for  the  chastisement  of  those  brigatuls. 
In  one  of  his  orders,  and  communicated  to  General  Robertson,  he  says, 
“With  respect  to  dc.^troying  the  Lower  Towii'^,  however  vigorous  such  a 
mea.sure  might  be,  or  wliatevor  good  ccmseqnences  might  result  from  it. 


* Yet  living  in  Maury  county,  18-58. 
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I am  instructed  specially,  by  the  President,  to  say  that  lie  does  not  con- 
sider himself  authorized  to  direct  any  such  measure,  more  especially  as 
the  whole  subject  was  before  the  last  session  of  Congress,  who  did  not 
think  proper  to  authorize  or  direct  offensive  operations” 

The  people  could  endure  these  injuries  no  longer.  Talk  to  them  of 
defensive  measures,  of  keeping  at  home  and  watching  or  working,  await 
the  creeping  savages,  and  allow  usually  the  first  fere,  then  pursue  them  to 
a “limited  distance;”  if  the  enemy  could  reach  and  pass  that  line,  with 
the  fresh  scalps  of  kindred  or  friends,  and  all  your  property,  there  stop 
— go  no  don  T cross  the  ridge!  These  people  had  already  en- 

dured the  “conflict  of  ages.”  The  resolution  was  taken.  General 
Kobertson  no  longer  hesitated  to  approve  it. 

' ■ Sampson  Williams,  Esq.,  visited  Kentucky  and  prevailed  upon  Colonel 
Whitley  to  unite  in  the  measure.  There  was  no  reluctance  there  ; they  had 
suffered  greatly  by  incursions  of  Indians  from  these  same  towns,  or  of 
others  which  had  ever  found  friends  tliere.  The  place  of  rendezvous 
was  agreed  on,  and  the  various  forces  to  meet  at  the  block-house  two  miles 
east  of  Buchanan’s. 

Colonel  Ford  levied  troops  between  Nashville  and  Clarksville,  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  Cumberland.  Colonel  John  Montgomery  came  with  a 
company  from  Clarksville,  and  General  Ilobertson  raised  volunteers  in 
Davidson  county,  west  of  the  river.  In  the  mean  time.  Major  Ore,  of 
Hamilton  District,  had  been  ordered  with  a commaml  of  mounted  men, 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  IHero  Di.strict,  and  very  opportunelj 
arrived  in  Nashville  at  the  very  time  the  other  troops  were  assembling ! 
He  seemed  not  to  be  surprised  when  he  learned  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition, but  heartily  concurred,  and  marched  his  troops  also  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous.  Here  a council  of  officers  was  held  and  plans  agreed  upon. 

The  question  of  command  was  a difficult  one  to  adjust,  but  being 
settled  among  those  who  held  the  rank  of  “Colonel,”  it  extended  -to  the 
“Captains,”  where  the  like  harmonious  result  was  not  attained.  Robert 
Weakley  (who  resided  some  three  miles  east  of  Nasliville)  had  used 
much  exertion  in  preparation  for  the  expedition,  had  prepared  a liberal 
supply  of  provisions,  and  had  it  on  packdiorses  at  the  place  of  rendezvous; 
was  a candidate  for  “ Captain,”  but  not  being  chosen  by  the  <^oldiers  to 
this  command,  he  resolved  to  return  home,  which  he  did.  in  despite  of 
remonstrances  from  every  one.  lie  was  so  indignant,  that  he  would 
neither  leave  his  pack-horses  nor  provisions  for  the  use  of  others. 

I The  excitement  ran  high,  and  some  words  rjuito  offensive  must  have 
been  used,  to  induce  a person  who  ever  after  enjoycl  the  esteem  "f  his 
fellow-citizens,  to  have  taken  the  “back-track,”  as  he  did.  In  due  time 
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lie  held  the  rank  of  ‘‘Colonel,”  was  a member  of  the  Legislature,  and 
ever  a valuable  and  respected  citizen.  The  poet,  Clarke,  celebrates  the 
retreat  of '\V’’eakley  from  Xickojack,* 

In  Eamscy’s  “Annals,”  a feather  is  stuck  in  the  cap  of  Andreic  Jac7^‘- 
son,  which  ought  not  to  be  there.  Old  soldiers  are  yet  living  who  assert 
that  “Jackson  was  not  in  tlic  Nickojack  expedition. 

As  the  troops  of  31ajor  Ore  were  the  only  ones  levied  under  public 
authority,  it  was  agreed,  in  order  to  give  the  expedition  the  sanction  of 
such  authority,  and  so  entitle  the  volunteers  to  a claim  for  pay,  and  the 
outfit  and  equipments  from  the  G eneral  Government,  to  confer  the  com- 
mand on  3Iajor  Ore,  and  call  it  “Ore’s  Expedition.” 

4Vhen  Colonel  ’Wheatley  arrived  with  his  respectable  force,  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  liavc  “the  chief  command.”  Colonel  Montgomery 
was  to  be  in  immediate  command  of  the  troops  raised  in  the  Territory. 
Thus  these  matters  were  arranged;  and  yet  the  order  from  General 
Eobertsou  was  to  be  addressed  to  Major  Ore,  for  the  reasons  before  given 
It  is  as  follows  : 

“Nashvilli:,  September  6th,  1794. 

“Major  Ore  : — The  object  of  your  command  is,  to  defend  the  District 
of  3Iero  against  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  of  the  Lower  Towns,  who  I 


The  following  lines  which  the  Ifomer  of  Cumberland  frequently  rehearsed,  are 
from  his  martial  poem,  “The  Niokoj;w?k  Campaign.”  They  are  not  in  his  “Miscel- 
lanies in  Prose  and  Verse,”  but  we  have  them  from  a gentlemen  and  lady,  yet 
living,  and  deem  too  good  to  ho  omitted. 

“Colonel  Weakley.  l)e  turned  back, 

And  ivoxlil  not  go  to  Nickojack: 

Weakley  was  his  name,  and  his  back — 

He  roj/ld  not  go  to  Nickojack; 
x\nd  his  horses,  with  tlieir  puck, 

Shoiiil  not  go  to  N'ivkojack. 

Not  in  courage  did  be  lack, 

Though  lie  took  tiic  homeAvard  track.” 

f “Andrew  Jackson,  then  a private,  was  one  of  Ore’s  men,  who  tlien  showed 
his  love  of  country  and  his  fitness  for  command.  His  judgment  in  planning  the 
attack  on  Nickojack,  and  his  good  conduct  generally  in  the  campaign,  impressed 
those  who  witnessed  it,  favorably.”  (“Annals,”  pp.  614,  615,  and  refers  to  “Willie 
Blount’s  Papers.”) 

There  is  abundant  evidence  in  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society  to  justify  the 
a.ssertion  that  General  Jackson  Avas  not  in  that  expedition.  The  te.stiinony  of  the 
late  Captain  .John  Davi'j,  Colonels  Wm.  Pillow  and  Brown,  Charles  ami  Beale 
Bosley,  yet  living,  is  concurrent  and  unquestionable,  and  wholly  in  opposition  to 
the  statement,  in  the  .Vnuals.  We  in-erf  this  note  to  “■sustain  the  truth. of  history.” 
No  one  ever  questioned  the  bravery  or  patriotism  of  Jackson;  and  his  not  being 
in  that  expedition,  is  only  proof  tliat  other  duties  prevented. 
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have  received  information  are  about  to  invade  it,  as  also  to  punish  such 
Indians  as  have  committed  recent  depredations.  For  these  objects,  you 
v/ill  march,  with  the  men  under  your  command,  from  Brown’s  Block-house, 
on.  the  eighth  instant,  and  proceed  along  Taylor’s  Trace,  towards  the 
Tennessee  j and  if  you  do  not  meet  this  party  before  you  arrive  at  the 
Tennessee,  you  will  pass  it,  and  destroy  the  Lower  Cherokee  Towns,  which 
must  serve  as  a check  to  the  expected  invaders  ; taking  care  to  spare 
women  and  children,  and  to  treat  all  prisoners  who  may  fall  into  your 
hands  wuth  humanity,  and  thereby  teach  those  savages  to  spare  the 
citizens  of  the  L’^nited  States,  under  similar  circumstances.  Should  you 
in  your  march  discover  the  trails  of  Indians  returning  from  the  commis- 
sion of  recent  depredations  on  the  frontiers,  which  can  generally  be 
distinguished  by  the  horses  stolen  being  shod,  you  are  to  give  pursuit  to 
such  parties,  even  to  the  towns  from  wdience  they  come,  and  punish  them 
for  their  aggressions  in  an  exemplary  manner,  to  the  terror  of  others  from 
the  commission  of  similar  offences,  provided  this  can  be  consistent  with 
the  main  object  of  your  command,  as  above  expressed,  the  defence  of  the 
District  of  Mero  against  the  expected  party  of  Creeks  and  Cherokees. 

‘‘1  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  patriotism  and  bravery,  and 
with  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  success, 

‘‘I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Bobertson,  B.  G.'' 

On  the  next  day,  the  7th,  the  army  marched  to  the  Black  Fox’s  camp,* 
(Murfreesboro’,)  the  next  day  crossed  Barren  Fork  of  Duck  Iliver,  near 
the  ancient  stone  fort,  (now  Manchester ;)  thence  to  Fennison’s  Spring; 
thence  crossing  Elk  River  and  the  Cumberland  Mountain,  they  reached 
the  Tennessee  River  about  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Sequatchee. 

It  being  night  when  the  troops  reached  the  river,  most  of  them  en- 
camped upon  its  bank  until  daylight.  A small  force  of  eager  warriors 
were  allowed  to  cross  and  guard  the  bank  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river ; they  went  over  before  the  break  of  day.  The  river  at  that  point 
is  nearly  three-quarters  of  a mile  wide.  A part  of  the  men  remained  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  with  the  horses. 

Preparations  were  being  made,  long  before  the  troops  arrived  at  the 
river,  for  crossing.  Some  of  the  men  gathered  dead  and  dry  logs, 
brush,  and  cane,  and  carried  these  pieces  (d‘  wood  with  them  to  the 
river’s  edge.  In  the  morning  tliey  commenced  the  con.st ruction  of  rafts 


* The  Indian  word  lor  Black  Fox  is  *^Eno!ee. 
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and  floats,  upon  wliicli  they  placed  their  guns,  ammunition,  and  clothing, 
and  to  Vf’hich  indiiferent  swimmers  were  also  allowed  toehold  on  with 
one  hand/^  Judge  Haywood  says,  that  “some  crossed  upon  bundles  of 
dry  cane,  some  upon  cluimps."'^  This  is  well  understood  in  all  our  new 
settlements.  There  were  good  swimmers  who  needed  none  of  these  helps. 

The  troops  having  thus  passed  in  safety,  were  soon  formed  in  line 
under  their  respective  officers,  and  under  the  trusty  guidance  of  Joseph 
Brown,  who  was  now  “at  home  again/’  and  of  Findiestone,' the  half- 
breed,  who  was  well  “acquainted  with  all  the  region  there.”  Very  short 
addresses  were  required,  or  to  be  listened  to,  at  that  time.  All  were 
anxious  to  march,  and  the  advance  was  to  move  with  their  officers, 
attending  to  motions  and  signs  rather  than  to  words,  until  they  should 
reach  the  town  or  see  the  enemy. 

And  thus  they  marched  up  the  mountain  between  the  point  of  which 
and  the  river  was  the  town  of  Nickojack.  A mile  higher  up  the  rive: , after 
passing  through  a very  narrow  strait — formed  by  the  river  on  one  side, 
and  the  moufitain  jutting  into  and  projecting  over  it,  on  the  other — they 
came  to  a spacious  plain  of  low-lands,  on  which  stood  the  town  called 
Bunning-’Water.  They  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  A^ickojack  before 
they  were  discovered,  and  first  alarmed  the  Indians  by  the  report  of 
their  guns. 

Fiickojack  was  a small  town,  inhabited  by  t’wo  or  three  hundred  men 
and  their  families.  A con.siderable  number  of  warriors  were  killed  -with- 
in the  town.  The  whole  population  fled  towards  the  river,  to  enter  their 
canoes  and  escape.  Many  crowded  into  these  frail  boats,  while  others 
leaped  into  the  river,  to  swim  beyond  their  pursuers.  The  troops  had 
now  the  foe  unsheltered  before  them,  and  made  a general  havoc  in  their 
destruction  in  the  canoes  and  in  the  water.  All  w^ere  within  the  range 
of  the  fatal  rifle,  and  were  not  spare<l.  Some  good  swummers  turned  down  ^ 
the  current  with  utmost  exertion,  but  were  “headed  off/’  some  Muve- 
under  the  water,  but  when  they  reilppeared,  the  rifle-ball  made  them 
sink  to  rise  no  more.  Eighteen  prisoners  w^erc  taken  in  this  town — two 
boys,  fifteen  girls,  and  one  woman.  A great  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killecl,  amongst  whom  were  fifty-five  warriors. 

Vhen  the  Indians  of  lvuiining-\'\  ater  heard  the  firing,  they  instantly 


-*■  Johnson  and  Webster  define  it,  “A  sliort,  thick,  heavif  piece  of  wood,  Zrw  than 
a block.”  Tliis  definition  would  not  buoy  up  a powder-fiask.  The  Bosleys  and 
others,  who  were  in  the  expedition,  slate  that  tin?  troops  carried  with  them  several 
canoes  made  of  <lry  hides:  wldeli  were  used  chielly  for  the  safe  transportation  of 
guns  and  ammunition,  and  short  supply  of  provision. 
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ran  to  the  place  of  action,  and  met  their  terrified  neighbors  flying  to  their 
town.  From  this  place  of  meeting  they  began  to  return,  hut  made  a 
stand  at  the  narrow  pass  before  described ; taking  their  positions  behind 
the  jutting  rocks  and  the  trees,  along  the  side  of  the  mountain.  From 
such  points  and  defences  thej-  fired,  but  without  execution,  probably  in 
much  haste  and  trepidation  and  without  aim.  The  Cumberland  troops 
soon  drove  them  from  their  hiding-places. 

In  the  town  of  Nickojack  wore  found  two  fresh  scalps,  recognized  as 
from  Cumberland,  and  a number  that  were  hung  up  in  the  houses  as 
trophies.  3Iany  articles  of  pro})erty  which  were  known  by  some  of  the 
militia  to  have  belonged  to  relatives  and  friends,  and  taken  within  a few 
months  past,  were  also  discovered.  A quantity  of  powder  and  lead  just 
received  from  the  Spanish  Government,  as  also  a commission  to  the 
Breath,  the  chief  of  the  town,  were  found  in  Nickojack.  This  chief  was 
killed  among  his  warriors.  Some  horses  were  captured,  but  the  difficulty 
of  taking  them  across  the  river  was  such  as  to  induce  their  captors  to 
turn  them  loose  again. 

The  prisoners  gave  information  that  there  were  sixty  Creek  and 
Cherokee  warriors  then  out  in  the  settlements;  and  that  only  two  nights 
previous,  a ^^scalp-dance’’  was  held  in  Runnitig-Water,  at  which  Watts, 
the  Bloody  Fellow,  and  other  chiefs  w'ere  present;  where  it  was  resolved 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  greater  activity  than  heretofore. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  narrative,  as  given  by  Haywood.  In  the 
^‘Annals”  some  particulars  are  added  from  the  recollections  of  Joseph 
Brown  and  others,  (yet  living,)  who  were  in  “the  army.”  We  shall  copy 
into  the  next  chapter  without  abbreviation,  and  then  conclude  with  the 
“ official  report”  made  to  the  Governor. 
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CHAPTEH  XXIX. 

1794. 

^^The  troops  were  landed  before  day.  At  dayliglit  they  fell  into  ranks, 
and  were  • coiinted  by  Captain  John  Gordon,  and  the  exact  number  who 
had  crossed  over  was  ascertained  to  be  two  hundred  and  sixty-five.’^  At 
the  back  of  Nickojack  field,  the  men  were  formed  into  line  of  battle 
among  the  cane.  Colonel  Whitley  was  on  the  right,  and  struck  above 
the  mouth  of  the  crei'k  that  rose  in  the  field.  Colonel  Montgomery  was 
on  the  right  of  the  troops  from  the  Territory.  Orders  were  given  for  the 
two  wing’s  to  march,  so  as  to  strike  the  river  above  and  below  the  towns. 
On  the  march,  two  houses  were  found  standing  out  in  the  field,  and  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yard.s  from  the  town  : expecting  that  from  these 
houses  their  approach  would  be  discovered  by  the  Indians,  the  troops 
were  here  directed  to  pu'^h  with  all  speed  to  the  town.  The  corn  was 
growing  close  up  to  and  around  the  houses.  Near  the  house  on  the  left 
the  firing  commenced,  and  was  returned  by  the  Indians,  one  of  whom  was 
here  killed.  From  one  of  the  houses  already  mentioned,  a plain  path 
was  seen  leading  to  the  town.  William  Pillow  got  into  it,  and  ran  rapidly 
along  it,  till  he  reached  the  coinmons.  Perceiving:  that  he  had  got  in 
advance  of  such  of  rlie  troops  as  had  come  through  the  corn-field,  Pillow 
halted  till  others  ha<l  come  up.  The  march,  or  run,  was  then  continued 
by  the  doors  of  the  1ioii<cm,  which  were  all  open.  The  Indians,  at  the 
report  of  the  first  gun,  had  run  off  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  troops 
pursued  the  leadiiur  way  to  the  landing.  Here  they  saw  five  or  six  large 
canoes,  stored  with  goods  and  Indians,  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  warriors 
standing  on  the  shore,  near  the  edge  of  the  water.  At  these  Pillow  fired, 
and  soon  after  him  a whole  platoon  sent  a volley  of  rifle-balls,  from  the 
effects  of  which  scarce  a single  Indian  escaped  alive.  A few  by  diving, 
and  others  by  coverinir  themselves  over  in  the  canoes  with  goods,  escaped, 
and  got  out  of  the  reach  of  the  rifles.  About  the  same  time  the  havoc 
took  place  at  the  landing  below.  Colonel  AVhitle}'  attacked  the  Indians 
above  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  They  were  not  more  than  a gun-shot 
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apart.  Fifteen  men  harl  been  directed  to  stop  near  tlic  two  bouses  in  the 
corn-field  and  waylay  them,  until  tlie  firing  had  taken  place  in  the  town. 
When  the  report  of  the  rifles  was  heard,  this  detachment  attacked  the 
houses.  A squaw'  had  remained  outside  to  listen.  A fellow  came  to  the  door, 
and  -was  shot  down.  Those  within  drew  him  inside,  and  closed  the  door, 
leaving  the  squaw'  on  the  outside.  She  attempted  to  escape  by  flight, 
but  after  a hard  chase  she  was  taken  prisoner.  The  warriors  within 
made  holes  through  the  w'alls,  and  made  a desperate  defence.  The  squaw 
taken  prisoner  was  carried  up  to  the  town  and  placed  among  the  other 
prisoners  in  canoes.  As  they  were  taking  them  down  the  river  to  the 
crossing-place,  the  squaw  loosed  her  clothes,  sprang  head  foremost  into 
the-river,  disengaging  hdrsclf  artfulU'  from  her  clothes,  and  leaving  them 
floating  upon  the  w'ater.  She  swam  with  great  agility,  and  was  rapidly 
making  her  escape.  Some  hallooed,  ‘‘Shoot  flier;  shoot  her  I”  But 
others,  admiring  her  energy,  her  activity,  and  her  boldness,  replied,  “She 
is  too  smart  to  kill,^’  and  allowed  the  licroiiie  to  escape. 

After  the  troops  got  on  the  mountain  on  the  other  side  of  the  town, 
Joseph  Brown  wvas  sent  back  with  twenty  men  to  head  and  intercept  the 
Indians  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  below  the  towm,  when  the  main  body 
of  the  assailants  should  have  driven  the  enemy  to  that  point.  This  he 
effected  successfully,  though  his  return  was  resisted  the  whole  wmy  down, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile,  by  the  constant  fire  of  the  Indians.  Brown 
and  his  men  guarded  the  mouth  of  tlie  creek,  wdiile  the  troops  above 
were  killing  and  capturing  those  between  the  two  parties.  When  Brown 
met  the  main  body,  he  inquired  if  they  had  taken  any  prisoners,  and  was 
immediately  conducted  to  a house  in  which  a number  of  them  had  been 
fastened  up.  When  he  came  to  the  door  he  was  at  once  recognized  by 
the  captives,  who  appeared  to  be  horror-strickem,  remembering,  no  doubt, 
that  they  had  murdered  his  people  in  the  same  town,  five  years  before. 
At  length  one  of  them  ventured  to  speak  to  him,  reminding  Brown  that 
his  life  had  been  spared  by  them,  and  importuning  him  now  to  plead  in 
their  behalf.  He  quieted  her  apprehensions  by  remarking  that  these 
were  u-hitc  'people,  who  did  not  kill  women  and  children.  Her  answer 
wa.s,  “0,  that  is  good  news  for  the  wretched  I”  “0,  Co-tan-co-ney  !*' 

These  land-pirates  had  supposed  their  towns  to  be  inaccessible,  and 
were  reposing  at  tlieir  ease  in  conscious  security,  up  to  the  moment  when, 
under  the  guidance  of  Jjrown,  the  riflemen  burst  in  upon  them  and  dis- 
pelled the  illusion. 

The  nunib(!r  of  the  killed  was  greater  than  that  given  by  Haywood. 
Brown  conversed  with  a chief  afterwards,  at  Tidlico  Block-house,  who 
informed  him  their  loss  on  that  occasion  wa.s  seventy. 


m 


^ . a s a 8 a K t z 4 a n i t i7^t  r> 


YA0T8111 

* s»  .. 

'€  ■ 


,^v: 

m> 


ftth  tii  wiiiouf  oiri  oKi  i*»4i  fi>!y  . l 

.(lyfoi)  »d)  /iJ  Iwil  jmJ);  iii>r?xi 

■dioqvi  o*fA  mtlV/^.,^ 

,i^x>l)W<  o4  i>m4!9wo{bl 

,ifKvf>  QiU  o«o<n?  .huHih  iodfi  nsrf  him 

,i<fpt%d  9qnD^  o)  m^wajfpt  &id5  ;gniviioI'^^  , 

Aitxi'i-rci?  <wfT  oenrfa^Jiniiif  a isAjI  iffiJ  k 

Wjuffw  f<dT  ,aoa«)lof)  /j  S^tmn  han  ^diaif%dir s^fforxfi  Rohd  9h»m 

TV'rft».  titU  qrf'bi^kim' Mft' 

dill  at  iir;h  9jli  ftmih  wot?  '^pfh  «A  4toa««»^nt  <iioooaa^, . ^ 

v^ftJir  iMi  bp^fKd ' Yfmj^  6dt^^&odq-^m9sm'  ^ 

jmd^  2uli~^  %dn- 

, cmIS  ^iU  m%a  ^nlJisoft,  .,,** 

jiiH  '’'i  xai?‘'l3cwils  ^<^ipr  Snl^fiWO;  '"■ 


ooJ  al  ’ 


|.|^- 


ji^t  ’'*^  ,nwol)  '(Sir  SbxlV  »rfii 
rrmnH;  .;i«iw|^i;iX  o/fl^ 

dfiiJw  4iw«w«  oii^  nam  kd  f>a« 

rtwot^  fl»4 Wr,^,;;«2»iiTi'j^ mm 
-<,  > \,  ’ bm  '(TIC  3i^|jaxi.W|^i,.ai:,^^  i&m, 

„ ;. ■ , ^ , , ^!ib^  iicH  moifl Xo ,..i iimdrtf  jal Oiuoil; £^<;^'fe^oj.f.fettao .,v!iKtjiifc?5(jBEfi^|':; ; 

e ' '’.!^'’^''v''  J''^- > ■■*#*  III"  ■'.  > ■ ■ ■ ■-  . SSj,  41-.  •■  ^*v  * --a  ■«*  -T  a 

■■:*  ■'',.  i ■: 

■|v->, \fkdlttdi  ■ 
\ \.  '■;'  ■■' ' - ,,  iadi  irwoiH.  iJk 

ni  hm}q  p:i,vwa0>mid  dd  " 

rmml  :raW  ^,.  ^ 


yitk'  ■'rt'.'W  ^ ^ ^ 

" '^' ' ■■’  '''^'  JiAdw: Xmiikm  aS  ci'  Sisw • '■• 


484 


HISTOKY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


“Seventy  warriors!’'  Jack  Civil  was  there,  but  neither  killed, 
wounded,  nor  captured.  “The  said  Hood"  was  not  there,  being  prostrated 
by  fever,  from  which  he  never  recovered.  He  was  buried  near  the 
Spring,  not  acting  “opos.suin’'  now. 

Nickojack  and  Running- Water  towns  were  the  principal  crossing- 
places  for  the  Creeks  in  their  war  excursions  over  the  Tennessee,  and  in 
which  they,  with  the  warriors  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Will’s  Town, 
had  heartily  cooperated  for  years  past,  boasting  of  their  perfect  security, 
not  le.ss  from  their  situation  than  from  the  number  and  desperate  char- 
acter of  their  warriors. 

This  battle  was  fought  on  the  13th  of  September ; and  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  the  troops  recrossed  the  river,  having  but  three  of  their 
number  wounded. 

Major  Ore  immediately  returned  to  Knoxville,  (instead  of  continuing 
to  scout  in  3Iero  District,)  and  made  to  Governor  Blount  the  following- 
report  : 

“Knoxville,  September  24th,  1794. 

“Sir: — On  the  7th  instant,  by  order  of  General  Robertson,  of  Mero 
District,  I marched  from  Nashville  with  five  hundred  and  fifty  mounted 
infantry  under  my  command,  and  pursued  the  trace  of  the  Indians  who 
had  committed  the  latest  murders  in  the  District  of  3Iero,  and  of  the 
party  that  captured  Det<'r  Turney’s  negro  woman,  to  the  Tennessee.  1 
crossed  it  on  the  night  of  the  twelfth,  about  four  miles  below  Nicko- 
jack,  and  in  the  morning  of  tlie  thirteenth  destroyed  Nickojack  and  the 
Running-Water,  towns  of  the  Cherokees. 

“The  first  being  entirely  surrounded  and  attacked  by  surprise,  the 
slaughter  was  great,  but  cannot  be  accurately  reported,  as  many  were 
killed  in  the  Tennessee.  Nineteen  women  and  children  were  made 
prisoners  at  this  town.  The  Running-AVater  town  being  four  miles  above 
Nickojack,  the  news  of  the  attack  upon  the  latter  reached  the  former 
before  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  resistance  was  made  to  save  it 
at  a place  called  the  Narrows  ; but  after  the  exchange  of  a few  rounds, 
the  Indians  posted  at  that  place  gave  way,  and  the  town  W'as  burnt  with- 
out further  opposition,  with  all  the  effects  therein,  and  the  troops  under 
my  command  recrossed  the  Tennessee  the  same  day. 

“ From  the  best  judgment  that  could  be  formed,  the  number  of  Indians 
killed  at  the  two  towns  must  have  been  upwards  of  fifty,  and  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  troops  under  my  command  was  one  lieutenant  and  two 
privates  wounded. 

“The  Running- Water  was  counted  the  largest,  and  among  the  most 
hostile  towns  of  the  Cherokees.  Nickojack  was  not  less  hostile,  but  in- 
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ferior  in  point  of  numbers.  At  Nickojack  were  found  two  fresh  scalps, 
which  had  lately  been  taken  at  Cumberland,  and  several  that  were  old 
were  hanging  in  the  houses  of  the  v/arriors,  as  trophies  of  war;  a quantity 
of  ammunition,  powder  and  lead  lately  arrived  there  from  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  a commission  for  the  Breath,  the  head-man  of  the 
town,  (wdio  was  killed,)  and  sundry  horses  and  other  articles  of  property 
were  found,  both  at  Nickojack  and  llunning-YCater,  which  were. known 
to  have  belonged  to  diiferent  people  killed  by  Indians  in  the  course  of 
the  last  twelve  months. 

“The  prisoners  taken — among  whom  was  the  wife  and  child  of  Richard 
Finnelson,  my  pilot — informed  me  that  on  the  fourth  instant,  sixty  Creeks 
and  Lower  Cherokees  passed  the  Tennessee  for  war  against  the  frontiers. 
They  also  informed  me  that  two  nights  before  the  destruction  of  Running- 
Water,  a scalp-dance  had  been  held  in  it,  over  tlie  scalps  lately  taken 
from  Cumberland,  at  which  were  present  John  Watts,  the  Bloody  Fellow, 
and  other  chiefs  of  the  Lower  Towns,  and  at  which  they  determined  to 
continue  the  war  in  conjunction  with  the  Creeks  with  more  activity 
than  heretofore  against  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  to  erect 
block-houses  at  each  of  the  Lower  Towns  for  their  defence,  as  advised 
by  the  Spanish  Government. 

“ The  prisoners  also  informed  me  that  a scalp-dance  was  to  be  held,  in  two 
nights,  at  Redheaded  Will’s  Town,  a new  town  about  thirty  miles  lower  down 
the  Tennessee.  The  troops  under  my  command  generally  behaved  well. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, 

“James  Ore. 

“ Governor  Blount.” 

As  this  invasion  of  the  Cherokee  country  and  the  destruction  of  these 
towns  was  not  authorized,  but  in  fact  prohibited  by  the  iiictruction  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  Governor  Blount,  the  latter  was  placed  in  a 
dilemma  from  which  he  (to  us)  seems  to  have  made  some  awkward 
attempts  to  extricate  himself.  We  shall  copy  from  Haywood,  who  quotes 
the  correspondence  fairly,  and  may  then  venture  to  give  our  own  opinion. 

This  certainly  was  a severe,  but  merited,  chastisement  to  these  towns; 
and  we  have  noticed  in  Governor  Blount’s  letters  to  Cenoral  Robertson, 
prior  and  subsequent  to  this  date,  that  his  opinion  decidedly  wa.s,  that 
“there  never  would  bo  peace  with  the  CVe-’/rx,  until  tlie  most  hostile 
towns  were  th.stroyndJ*  What  better  were  these  Lower  Cherokee  Towns 
than  dens  for  Creeks  ? 

But  this  chastisement  humbled  the  Cherokees.  “Beneficial  as  was 
this  afiair  to  the  people  of  the  South-western  Territory,  the  principal 


'r 


^ '^ ' \i  M0  .. 

,f<|i^08  hmsol  ot^t?  ,W5^^a  lo  fin^  at  w^ 

Ik  'tnv  iafb  HwtH  hun  U fisi«W»orf 

X^hmv^  % mwtii  '^'M  m o^wS , 

i{*iinu|?4  orfi  tiJOTl  moAf  ^ooiiiiiiiiffiuji 

iidt  1<>,  aiiaj-bijflil  'Ifl  j()i^t|>iJilo^- 

XhtHjoiq  1o  a?&.{9iJ^n  wfJ<*  \jhom^  hm  (.iiaUW  sow  ':^  ^awol);  ,«■ 

imfui  'jt*»J  HoMw  ?>li»  iloaiodvr^ 

^i9  w e^5rjli<^r#  ion^j^Ttb  #'%i;ioM^av?^  oi  ., 

T Saimjm  ovbwi  ^ Dili  . 

.mhjayti  <»^-^  DDo^iDiiO  jiDwoJ  • 

p<>iBJ  a<|l*i")4  Tt‘V<>  jll;  l<i  iilf^A  DDU*fc*qUo«  4 ,*l9ili 


■»®*  t 

I07T40X2  iS 

r 


^#1 


.;’'-*V 


XthUo^.  #iom.,.ifJiw  j*r^ifi7ryDill^omiji£K)0 

orb(t»";*Sw3-fc4l4iy'  «|,^>  ; e4^ 

ix^yho  M ,;wiJiJ>i>  Ti9(«'*4,'i(t»o'r  *r.yw&l  odj  ^o  thus  4#  ^^i»a-rf»oW’  " ” 

^•'!.'::-h-'.  ' , ''■  '"  ^ '''■^' .s7..»'''U‘ii.' ''1,4 *!*■%'.  ■ '4‘W  ' v,,  ."■ 

"ftwl  ai  ,i>{Srf 9rf S t«w »'»»*(>  ;•  _ . 

»w* J>  TOwi  s'Jiw  XiHi i>  »i«|^i»;i».4i«  «.,awT  s'llf"^  fclbasrfb-ya  !fe"  mdaitt 

. .Ifow  fejTiuftKf 

••  -JW  ytiioiuil  inailwdi  «•’»>'  a'Ttweii'WsS  wo^.  «d  i)  loaoi  odi  a^d  V\  bJ  |fj' 

' "^y.:L:  .,  ..... 


.3*0  lljl^-itl'* 


D-wOiJ-i  %(>  #3obrj.fnitob 


- ijt^joup.  ^vHvf  oi  «lqaiDil*’^  ' 

■ - :■  i'.^  .ooioiq*,)  ttm  ^ 'QO«of>^ieK{86^  m 


tvrJwrf  DTDili' 


486 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


officers  of  it  •were  obliged  at  least  to  pretend  ignorance  of  its  commence- 
ment and  progress. 

INlajor  Ore,  with  sixty  men,  had  been  ordered  by  the  Governor  on 
19th  August,  1794,  to  range  the  Cumberland  Mountains  in  search  of 
hostile  Indians,  and  somehow  or  other  he  left  the  mountains,  and  found 
himself  at  Xashville,  just  about  the  time  the  troops  from  Kentucky,  and 
those  raised  in  the  District  of  3Iero,  were  about  to  rendezvous. 

Governor  Blount,  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  22d 
September,  informed  him  of  report  in  circulation,  which  he  be- 
lieved, of  the  destruction  of  these  two  to-vvns/’  stating  that  he  under- 
stood it  was  done  by  order  of  General  Robertson,  to  whom  he,  the 
Governor,  hael  (jiven  no  orders  for  such  inirpose.  And  on  the  1st 
October,  the  Governor  stated  to  General  Robertson  the  report  made  to 
him  by  Major  Ore,  of  the  irruption  across  the  Tennessee,  ■which  had 
been  made  by  a detachment  of  General  Robertson’s  brigade,  sanctioned 
his  orders ; and  requested  of  him  a copy  of  the  order  which  he  had 
given  to  Major  Ore  for  that  purpose. 

General  Robertson,  before  he  had  given  the  order,  had, been  informed 
by  the  Chickasaws  that  two  hundred  Creeks  might  daily  be  expected  on 
the  frontiers  of  31ero.  As  early,  however,  as  the  5th  August,  1794,  a 
few  days  only  before  Ore  was  dispatched  with  sixty  men  to  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains,  General  Logan  and  Colonel  Whitley,  of  Kentucky,  had 
been  represented  to  the  Governor  as  planning  an  expedition  against  the 
Cherokees;  they  were  the  most  popular  leaders  on  the  frontiers  of 
Kentucky,  and  were  jniblicly  announced  as  the  leaders  of  volunteer 
companies  to  be  raised  against  the  Indians;  and  it  was  apprehended  by 
the  Governor,  ^Dhat  this  spirit”  would  diffuse  itself  amongst  the  disor- 
derly part  of  the  frontier  people,  not  only  into  this  Territory,  but  to  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Clary’s.  Ills  presentiment  was  correct  as  to  the  people 
of  this  Territory,  but  the  Governor  forgot  to  give  any  directions  to  3Iajor 
Ore  on  this  subject  wdicn  he  gave  orders  a few  days  afterwards  to  raise 
men  and  scour  the  mountains.  It  seems  as  if  everybody  was  tired  of  being 
scalped  and  robbed  and  cooped  up  in  stations,  and  was  willing  to  let  pass, 
without  scanning  too  nicely,  every  thing  that  was  done  or  intended,  to 
see  whether  it  was  exactly  according  to  prescribed  rule.  Revenge  was 
sweet,  and  they  stole  it ; protection  was  valuable,  and  they  inspired  the 
savages  with  fear  to  in.-ure  it.  The  event  proved  that  fear  was  effectual 
when  persuasion  was  j'ro\n-rbially  otherwise. 

During  the  time  the  men  were  raising  in  the  Cumberland  counties,  so 
much  caution  was  usr<I  that  the  Governor  did  not  hear  of  it!  and  only 
received  intelligence  after  the  lapse  of  time  which  intervened  between 
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the  raising  of  tlie  troops  and  the  9tli  of  September,  and  tlieii  it  was  too 
late  to  interfere  ; be  could  only  communicate  intelligence  to  the  Secretary 
of  War!  But  the  Governor,  some  77ieans,  had  received  informiuion 
that  General  Robertson  gave  encouragement  to  Colonel  Vfhitley  to  raise 
troops,  and  to  be  on  the  Cumberland  as  early  as  the  9th  of  September^ 
for,  on  that  day,  he  wrote  a “private”  letter  to  General  Robertson.’^  It 
commences  : 

“You  can't  conceive  my  surprise  and  mortification  on  being  tatight  to 
believe  that  you  have  so  far  countenanced  the  lawless  attempt  of  Vfhitley, 
as  to  give  conditional  sanction  to  musters  of  troops  going  with  him.  You 
have  surely  paid  less  respect  to  yourself  on  this  occasion  than  on  any 
other  since  my  accj[uaintance  with  you. 

“It  IS  not  possible  that  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  Kentucky 
can  have  had  so  little  understanding  as  to  have  entertained  the  most  di'^rant 
hope  that  the  perpetrators  of  such  lawless,  unauthorized  acts,  could  ex- 
pect the  least  pecuniary  reward  for  their  trouble — for  sercices  I cannot 
call  them. 

“He  hoped  the  conditional  order  of  muster  was  not  in  icritinj.  I 
know  not  the  price  I would  take  to  report  such  an  order  to  the  War 
Office.  Your  letter  of  30th  instant  (he  meant  ult.,  or  August)  will  be 
destroyed j t\v3it  it  mi\j  never  rise  in  judgment!  Don’t  suppose  this  too 
severe ; it  proceeds  from  my  personal  esteem  and  the  high  value  which  I 
set  upon  your  public  character.  No  good  consequence  can  arise  from 
such  unauthorized  expeditions;  and  if  such  must  be,  let  them  be  made  by 
the  States,  who  have  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  public  councils. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  pain  I feel  on  the  occasion.” 

In  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  he  writes  to  General  Robertson, 
“There  appears  to  me  to  be  an  impropriety  in  the  President’s  filling  the 
commission  of  Brigadier-General  of  3Iero  District,  until  you  make  a 
formal  resignation  to  him,  and  not  a conditional  one.  I shall  not  write 
to  the  President  respecting  your  resignation,  until  you  send  forward 
one  more  formal.” 

' In  another  letter  to  General  Robertson,  under  date  of  1st  October,  the 
Governor  says,  “None  of  your  letters  heretofore  written  will  appear,  so 
that  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  take  up  the  subject  at  larire.  and  state 
your  reasons.  Ore’s  re|)ort  will  go  to  the  President  by  Doctor  White.'* 

AVith  much  pleasure  we  copy  the  following  coinment.>  by  Judge  Hay- 
wood : 


This  letter  marked  ‘-private,”  no  doubt  was  sent  by  “Captain  Evans,  the 
bearer”  of  another  of  the  same  date. 
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“What  are  the  feelings  excited  hy  this  scene,  in  which  we  see  an  old 
and  tried  patriot,  who  never  once  failed  to  fly  to  the  succor  of  his  country 
in  distress,  so  chided  and  reproved  for  an  act  which  actually  put  an  end 
to  Indian  incursions,  and  wrested  from  their  hands  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping-knife  ? We  shall  be  obliged  to  say,  if  an  error  was  committed, 
it  was  on  the  side  of  virtue  and  patriotism;  and  reproof  should  be 
administered  with  a great  portion  of  kindness  and  respect  intermixed. 
Shall  one  be  the  saviour  of  his  country,  and  for  that  be  chagrined  into 
retirement  ? The  regrets  of  that  country  will  follow  his  exit,  and  the 
glow  of  affection  shall  rise  at  the  tale. 

“Whoever  admires  the  man  that  loved  his  country  more  than  himself, 
at  the  same  time  that  lie  acknowledges  the  correctness  of  that  policy  of 
government  whicli  is  inflexible  for  disobedience  of  orders,  will  say,  with 
the  graceful  sincerity  of  truth,  that,  in  this  instance,  I wish  it  were 
otherwise.’’ 

On  the  Sth  of  October,  General  llobertson  transmitted  to  the  Governor 
a cop3*  of  his  order  to  Major  Ore,  and  assigned  his  reasons  for  issuing  it. 
We  will  give  the  chief  of  those,  at  the  same  time  remarking  that  they 
are  ample  for  his  justification,  though  he  could  easily  have  added  a 
thousand  more ; and  that  the  destruction  of  those  towns  was  as  right 
and  justifiable  as  would  be  the  destruction  of  a hornet’s  nest  that  might 
be  hanging  upon  a branch  of  a tree  near  your  door,  though  that  tree  might 
have  its  roots  in  a neighbor’s  ground. 

If  there  is  a den  of  wolves  across  that  stream,  and  they  issue  forth  by 
day  and  by  night,  and  kill  and  carry  off  my  sheep  and  pigs,  shall  I 
be  permitted  to  follow  them  to  the  water’s  edge,  see  them  rioting  in  blood 
and  whetting  their  teeth  u}H)U  the  opposite  bank,  and  some  stern  fiat 
stay  me  from  crossing  and  slaying  the  destroyers  of  my  flocks  ? There 
couM  be  no  humanity  in  the  order  which  forbade  the  people  of  Cumber- 
land to  pursue  and  slay  the  murderers  at  Nickojack  and  llunning-Water. 

General  Kobertson  says,  “ I had  received  two  expresses  from  the 
Chickasaws,  one  by  Tom  Grown,  a man  of  urK|uestionable  veracity,  and 
the  other  by  a common  runner,  giving  information  that  a large  bodv  of 
Creeks,  with  the  Cherokees  of  the  Lower  Towns,  were  embodying  with  a 
determination  to  invade  the  District  of  ^lero.  And  not  doubting  the 
truth  of  the  information,  I conceived  that  if  ^lajor  Ore  should  not  meet 
the  invaders,  it  could  not  be  considered  otherwise  than  defensive  to 
strike  the  first  blow  on  the  Lower  Towns,  and  thereby  check  them  in 
their  advance.”  Nor  could  he  suppose  that  the  pursuit  of  the  [ndians 
(who  had  recently  coinmittcd  murders  and  thefts)  to  the  towns  from 
which  they  came,  and  there  striking  them,  could  be  considered  as  an  often- 
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sive  measure,  unautliorized  by  tlie  usage  of  nations  in  siicb  cases.  It 
surely  cannot  be  necessary  to  add  as  a justification,  tbo  lone,  repeated, 
and  almost  daily  sufferings  of  the  people  of  Mero  District,  at  the  hands 
of  Creeks  and  Cherokees  of  the  Lower  Towns,  He  states  that  the  de- 
struction of  those  towns  was  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  then  recounts 
murders  and  robberies  committed  by  savages  of  those  hostile  town-,  at 
various  places  on  Cumberland,  extending  over  the  country  from  the 
mouth  of  Red  River  to  near  Sumner  Court-house — places  more  than  forty 
miles  apart,  and  done  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  16th. 

The  General  Wcis  thus  ‘‘convinced  that  at  that  very  time  there  were 
three  distinct  parties  committing  ravages  within  the  district,  and  must 
.have  been  here  before  Major  Ore  marched.'’  He  cites  other  testimony 
in  confirmation  of  that  given  by  the  Chickasaws,  and  then  this 

question  to  the  Governor:  “Is  not  the  old  3law’s  information  to  yourself 
in  the  latter  part  of  August  to  the  same  effect  ?” 

It  will  be  proper  to  quote  the  part  of  the  Governor’s  letter  of  August 
6th,  referred  to  by  tliis  interrogatory  of  General  Robertson  : 

“ It  now  appears  probable  that  a war  may  be  brought  about,  through  the 
iMaw’s  party,  between  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees ; and  it  is  my  sei«rei 
wish,  since  the  Creeks  will  have  no  peace  with  us,  that  you  encourage,  in 
such  ways  as  you  judge  best,  both  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  to  fall 
on  the  Creeks.” 

“ Set  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  to  fall  on  the  Creeks ; encourage 
a war  in  such  ways  as  you  judge  best  between  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
but  j/ou  must  neither  fall  on  them  yourselves,  nor  encourage  or  countenance 
others  whom  they  have  injured  to  fall  on  thcuil  Rush  others  into  the 
fire,  but  keep  yourselves  “this  side  the  line,’’  at  a distance  1 

This  policy  did  not  accord  with  the  sentiments  of  humanity  or  views 
of  chivalry  entertained  by  General  Robertson  ; therefore  we  rcg:ird  hi.s 
reference  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor,  and  the  question  he  propounds, 
as  having  some  little  sarcasm  in  it,  and  very  suitably  given  in  answer  to 
the  harsh  remarks  of  the  Governor. 

General  Robertson  continues  his  letter:  “ If  I have  erred,  I shall  ever 
regret  it.  To  be  a good  citizen,  obedient  to  tlie  laws,  is  my  greatest 
pride  ; and  to  execute  the  duties  of  the  commission  with  which  the 
President  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me,  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  his 
approbation,  and  that  of  my  superioi*s  in  rank,  has  ever  been  my  iuo.st 
favorite  wish.” 

Previously  to  the  march  of  3Iajor  Ore  from  Xashville,  Colonel  Whit- 
ley, with  about  a hundred  men,  nrrived  here  from  Kentucky,  saying  they 
had  followed  a party  of  Indians  who  had  committed  depredations  on  the 
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south-western  frontier  of  that  State.  That  in  the  pursuit  they  had  a 
man  killed  by  the  Indians,  and  several  horses  taken;  and  they  were  de- 
termined to  pursue  to  the  Lower  Towns.  They  were  attached  to  iMajor 
Ore’s  command,  which  augmented  the  number  to  five  hundred  and  fifty 
men. 

He  should  be  happy,  he  continued,  if  his  apprehensions  of  a Creek 
invasion  were  removed,  but  they  were  not,  for  William  Colbert  and  other 
Chickasaws  informed  him  that  they  yet  threatened  Mero  District,  not  in 
large  numbers,  but  in  small  parties,  which  are  er|ually  dangerous,  as 
there  is  no  possibility  of  guarding  against  a number  of  small  parties  in- 
vading the  frontiers  at  different  places  at  the  same  time.  lie  enclosed 
a letter  from  John  Watts;  and,  ‘’from  my  experience,”  he  said,  “in  In- 
dian affairs,  my  hopes  are  that,  from  the  scourging  the  Lower  Cherokees 
have  received,  we  shall  receive  less  injury  from  them  than  heretofore,” 
He  also  enclosed  Major  Doyle’s  letter  from  Fort  Massac,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  had  ordered  to  his  relief  an  ensign,  sergeant,  corporal,  and 
five  privates  of  mounted  infantry. 

The  Spaniards,  the  Sliawnecs,  and  the  Delawares,  were  all  jealous  of 
this  American  post.  “ This  is  another  coil  of  the  boa-constrictor  wind- 
ing his  way  into  the  valleys  of  the  Mississippi;  ere  long  he  will  crush  us 
all  within  his  folds.  The  llobertson  people  have  enjoyed  too  much  quiet! 
they  have  been  there  too  long : the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  must  cut  in 
twain  the  serpent  there — crush  the  head  by  blows,  or  put  out  his  eyes  by 
poisoned  arrows.  All  we  have  done  is  little  worth  : he  is  but  scotched, 
not  killed.” 

They  “did  their  worst,”  and  it  was  bad  indeed.  For  years,  many  and 
heavy  blows  had  been  aimed  at  the  life  of  this  American  monster.  They 
could  not  wound  the  head  or  touch  the  heart;  here  and  there  a few 
scales  were  knocked  off,  which  only  caused  him  to  “move  his  slow  length 
along.” 

Surely  the  manner  of  opposition  to  these  American  settlements  was 
“provoking” — but  it  provoked  to  further  advances.  The  Spaniards  and 
the  Indians  rolled  on  the  “wheels  within  the  wheel,”  and  the  mighty 
chariot  in  which  patriots  and  republicans  were  securely  seated.  They 
accomplished  better  things  than  tliey  intended. 

The  Station  of  Captain  John  Donelsoii  was  picketed  in.  It  was  near 
the  Spring,  by  the  resithuice  of  Esquire  Win.  Donel.son,  about  one  mile 
from  the  “Hermitage;”  that  of  “Granny  Hays”  was  at  a spring  a short 
distance  soutli  of  the  “ H'Tmitage  Church.” 

Mrs.  Hays  was  an  elderly  woman,  who  “never  knew  fear,”  or  how 
persons  felt  when  frightened.  She  was  the  mother  of  Colonel  Kobert 
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Hays,  a brave  and  active  officer.  "When  the  attack  was  made  upon  her 
house,  there  was  but  one  white  man  there,  and  he  ‘-a  half  idiot  and  hall 
cripple/’  He  was  in  tlie  garden  at  a short  distance  from  the  house, 
when  the  Indians  fired  at  and  slightly  vrounded  him ; ho  ran  to  the*^ 
house,  screaming,  ‘Olurder  ! murder!  I’m  killed,  I’m  killed!”  with  a 
voice  loud  enough  to  have  alarmed  a neighborhood  a mile  in  extent.  He 
left  the  gate  and  door  wide  open,  as  he  rushed  in,  and  fell  upon  the  fioor. 
‘^You  friijhtened  fool,”  said  nranny  Hays,  ‘^you  are  not  hurt,,  or  you 
could  not  hallo  so  loud.  Get  up  and  take  your  gun  and  follow  me.  Be 
quick,  before  they  have  time  to  reload  their  guns.”  Tim  Dunbar  was 
thus  aroused,  and  quickly  accompanied  the  aged  heroine  to  a favored 
position  near  the  gate,  from  wdiich  they  fired  at  some  Indians  in  the 
bushes,  and  “wounded  one,”  said  Tim  Dunbar,  “for  the  red  spots  were 
on  the  leaves.” 

Having  had  their  “crack  at  the  red  rascals,”  they  closed  the  gate  and 
barred  it,  reloaded  their  guns,  and  reserved  their  fire  for  a nearer  ap- 
proach of  the  Indians.  But  the  enemy  kept  at  a distance,  and  foolishly 
fired  at  the  house-logs.  This  seemed  to  be  their  aim  and  sport,  for  they 
hit  nothing  else.  They  ventured  not  to  force  an  entrance;  nor  did  they 
burn  the  place,  as  stated  in  Haywood.  They  may  have  burned  some 
small  out-building. 

There  was  no  white  person  within  the  Donelson  Station  when  it  was 
burned,-  and  so  no  life  was  lost  in  that  conflagration.  There  was,  how- 
ever, some  one  near,  or  passing  in  the  woods,  who  discovered  the  fire, 
and  promptly  conveyed  intelligence  to  Captain  Caffrey  and  the  people  at 
his  station,  W'hich  was  at  the  base  of  “Todd’s  Knob,”  near  the  mouth  of 
Stone’s  Biver.  Cafi'rey  and  others,  believing  “ Granny  Hays”  wa.s  *in 
danger,  hastened  to  afibrd  relief.  The  Indians  had  been  there,  and  de- 
parted. It  was  with  difiiculty  she  was  persuaded  to  leave  her  c:istle,  and 
accompany  her  friends  to  what  was  deemed  a more  secure  place,  at  Man- 
sker’s.  ' 

September  2Sth.  Instead  of  murders,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  record 
acts  far  more  agreeable — the  restoration  of  some  of  the  captives  whu  had 
long  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Creeks.  This  exchange  was  effected  by 
Mr.  Seagrove,  United  States  Agent  in  the  Southern  Department  of  In- 
dians. Mrs.  Caffrey  and  3Iiss  Alice  Thompson,  who  had  been  prisoners 
for  more  than  two  years,  were  restored.  The  son  of  3Irs.  Caffrey,  Mrs. 
Brown  and  son,  and  young  Mayfield,  were  still  detained  as  captives  in  the 
nation. 

Miss  Thompson  was  purchased  from  her  captors  for  eight  hundred 
pounds  of  deer-skins,  valued  at  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 
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She  married  Mr.  Collinsworth  : Adau2;hter  is  the  wifeof  ‘^lUark  11.  Cock- 
rell/^  whose  name  lias  gone  to  tlie  ends  of  the  earth  as  the  grower  of 
line  vrool.  Mrs.  CafiPrey  was  treated  as  a slave,  and  with  shocking  cruelty, 
and  then  compelled  to  leave  her  eliild  with  tlie  savages. 

October  2d.  Thomas  Bledsoe,  son  of  Colonel  Anthony  Bledsoe,  was 
killed  and  scalped  near  the  house  of  the  late  Colonel  Isaac  Bledsoe.  His 
father,  brother,  uncle,  and  cousin,  had  all  suffered  under  the  Indian  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife. 

On  24th  October  a party  of  Indians  fired  upon  John  Leiper  and  his 
sentinel,  near  Leiper’s  liouse,  on  the  east  fork  of  Red  River,  in  Tennessee 
county,  and  on  the  same  day  another  party  killed  and  scalped  Evan  Wat- 
kins, near  Colonel  Winchester’s  mill,  in  Sumner  county.  These  two 
places  are  seventy  miles  distant  from  each  other.  Thus  the  presence  of 
several  parties  of  Indians  vv'ithin  the  settlements  was  evident. 

On  25th,  a party  of  Indians  was  discovered  near  Bledsoe’s  Lick ; were 
pursued,  but  escaped  in  the  cane.  They  fired  upon  Cornet  Evans  the 
next  day,  near  the  same  place,  and  again  escaped,  after  hot  pursuit. 
This,  or  another  party,  was  pursued  across  the  Cumberland  River,  "on  the 
29th,  above  Gallatin,  Although  so  often  seen  and  pursued,  these  parties 
remained  in  and  near  this  part  of  the  settlements  until  they  succeeded  in 
supplying  themselves  with  liorses.  Various  small  parties  fired  upon  the 
settlers  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

It  became  exceedingly  hazardous  for  persons  to  work  in  the  fi.elds, 
search  for  their  cattle  in  the  woods,  or  even  go  out  to  give  them  salt,  or 
milk  their  cows.  Xeighbors  in  visiting  were  often  fired  at,  and  it  became 
advisable  for  most  of  them  to  resort  to  the  stations  for  safety.  Inter- 
cotirse  ceased  among  the  settlers  for  some  time,  except  by  patrols,  or 
under  their  protection.  Such  a state  of  alarm  had  not  existed  for  a long 
time.  “The  people  again' cried  out  that  Congress  could  not  know  of 
their  sufferings,  and  have  the  feelings  of  men,  or  more  effectual  measures 
W’ould  be  taken  for  the  defence  and  lives  of  persons  here.” 

On  the  5th  November  an  awful  havoc  was  made  of  the  family  of  Col. 
Titsworth,  on  Red  River,  in  Tennes.see  county.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
destructive  assaults  the  Imlians  had  yet  made  in  these  settlements. 
Parties  of  Indians  concentrated  near  the  residence  of  Colonel  Titsworth, 
to  the  number  of  fifty,  and  made  a sudden  attack,  in  which  they  killed 
and  scalped  seven  white  persons,  woumled  a negro  woman,  took  prison- 
ers one  white  man,  three  children,  a daughter  of  Colonel  Titsworth,  and 
a negro  man. 

Pursuit  was  made  liy  the  neighboring  militia.  The  Indians  discover- 
ing their  approach,  tomahawked  the  three  children  and  scalped  them, 
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holding-  on,  and  dragging  thorn  along,  until  they  took  off  the  whole  skins  of 
their  heads.  “ It  is  supposed  they  killed  the  white  man,  the  daughter, 
and  the  negro  fellow/’  “These  murders  were  imputed  to  the  Creeks.” 

So  inefficient  were  the  patrols,  so  small  the  companies  of  troops  which 
had  been  authorized,  that  tliese  parties  of  Indians  remained  witliin.  or 
near  the  Cumberland  settlements,  throughout  the  months  of  October  and 
November. 

"We  have,  for  the  third  time,  to  introduce  the  early  companion  and 
now  aged  and  bereaved  friend  of  General  Robertson,  to  notice.  Althoii^'h 
he  had  suffered  so  much  l;y  the  slaughter  of  his  three  favorite  sons, 
yet  Colonel  Valentine  Sevier  determined  to  maintain  his  position  near 
the  present  site  of  Clarksville.  He  had  opened  fields  and  made  conve- 
nient  improvements,  but  he  was  not  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  toil  insaftty 
or  in  peace. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  the  Indians  made  an  attack  upon  his 
station,  killed  Mr.  Snyder,  his  wife,  and  one  child,  also  one  of  Colonel 
Sevier’s  children,  and  mortally  wounded  and  scalped  another.  The 
people  in  Clarksville  heard  the  firing,  and  a few  of  them  ran  over  to  the 
help  of  Sevier,  who,  with  his  wife,  was  returning  the  fire  of  the  Indians. 
In  the  town  were  many  women  and  children.  As  the  few  men  had  gone 
to  the  relief  of  Sevier,  “the  bustle  and  consternation  and  crvius: 
exhibited  a scene  which  cannot  be  described.”  Indeed,  had  the  strong 
force  of  Indians  attacked  the  houses  in  town,  the  slaughter  might  have 
been  general  and  total.  But  they  hastily  fled  when  they  discovered  men 
coming  to  the  relief  of  Sevier. 

Colonel  Sevier  began  immediately  to  remove.  All  in  Clarksville  made 
preparations  to  evacuate  the  place  the  next  day,  unlc.ss  a.'^surances  of 
succor  should  be  given  them. 

On  the  12th,  John  Covington  was  killed  within  the  limits  of  Kentucky, 
north-east  of  Clarksville,  and  others  on  Red  River.  Man}*  proofs  were 
furnished  that  these  parties  of  Indians  (Creeks,  as  they  wore  believed  to 
be)  w'ere  rapidly  passing  around  and  through  the  settlements,  and  yet 
escaped  the  whites  with  impunity.  The  Governor  was  informed  of  these 
frequent  depredations.  And,  as  General  Robertson  was  ab.sent,  he  wrute 
to  Colonel  Winchester  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  Creeks  would  continue 
to  kill  and  steal  as  usual,  until  the  United  States  marched  an  army  into 
their  country,  and  they  in  turn  felt  the  horrors  of  war.  When  this 
wdshed-for  period  would  arrive  he  could  not  say,  but  it  was  clearly  his 
opinion,  the  sooner  the  people  decided  in  favor  of  being  admitted  as  an 
independent  State  into  the  Union,  the  better  it  would  be  for  their 
interests. 
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On  tlie  27tli  November  the  liiclmTis  killed  and  scalped  Colonel  Jolui 
Montgonieiy,  vrounded  Julius  Saunders  with  four  balls,  and  Charles 
Beatty  through  the  arm,  in  the  northern  frontier  of  Tennessee  county. 
On  the  29th,  another  party,  on  the  northern  frontiers  of  Sumner  county, 
killed  and  scalped  John  Lavrrence,  ’William  Hains,  and  31,  Hampton, 
and  wounded  a fourth  man  whose  name  is  not  reported.  These  Indians 
were  believed  to  be  Creeks  and  Lower  Cherokees, 

The  excitement  in  the  settlements  became  intense,  and  messengers  were 
hastened  to  Kentucky  fur  such  force  as  they  should  see  proper  to  send. 
Besolutions  were  passed,  ‘‘  no  longer  quietly  to  endure  these  outrages.’^ 

On  20th  December,  Colonel  Hugh  Tenin,  of  Sumner  county,  and  John 
Brown  and  ’William  Grimes,  lately  from  North  Carolina,  were  killed  and 
scalped  on  Harpeth  Liver,  in  Davidson  county.  These  were  newly 
arrived  emigrants  and  heads  of  families. 

Complaints  were  made  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  of  long-continued 
insults  and  injuries  from'tlio  Indians^  of  injustice  done  to  many  individ- 
uals, by  depriving  them  of  entries  and  purchases  of  lands,  and  restoring 
them  to  the  savages,  with  the  vain  hope  of  conciliating  their  friendship. 
So  it  was  in  East  Tennessee,  where  many  good  citizens  were  denounced 
as  intruders  and  ordered  to  al>andou  tlieir  homes,  that  the  Indians  might 
peradventurc  find  a deer  in  a much  larger  extent  of  forest.  In  refer- 
ence to  such  cases,  Judge  Haywood  says,  “If  in  those  cmarters  the  long 
continuance  of  unchecked  devastations  by  the  Indians  had  a disheartening 
influence,  can  it  be  a matter  of  surprise  that  the  afflicted  population  of 
Mero  District  should  also  entertain  a sentiment  of  dissatisfaction  at  the 
cruelties  which  they  had  never  provoked,  and  which,  like  a strong 
current  of  might g v.'atrrs^  was  suflered  to  beat  upon  them  incessantly,  by 
night  and  by  day?  Still  they  submitted  with  patient  resignation  to  the 
arrangements  of  national  authority,  and  gave  to  the  world  a signal  proof 
that  as  genuine  bravery  as  any  age  or  country  could  boast  of,  was  not 
incompatible  with  the  most  perfect  subserviency  to  national  councils. 
Every  day  they  had  to  griove  for  the  loss  of  their  dearest  relations,  the 
victims  of  savage  vengeance;  yet  tlnw  believed  that  the  ways  of  Govern- 
ment were  wiser  than  their  ways,  and  carefully  followed  the  course  which 
Government  prescribed.  From  the  incompetence  of  the  late  Confeder- 
ation to  the  adjustment  of  national  affairs,  they  perceived  that  numerous 
difficulties  had  arisen  to  eml>arrass  the  operations  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  that  from  all  quarters  of  tlic  earth  there  came  something 
which  claimed  attention.” 

They  were  baye<l  by  the  Spaniards,  by  the  Indians,  by  tlie  English, 
teased  by  the  French,  disturbed  by  insurgents,  besieged  by  public 
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creditors,  ami  murmured  at  by  tliose  who  were  excluded,  for  a time,  from 
their  lauds  by  Indian  treaties.  Perceiving  all  this,  they  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  circumstances,  and  hoped  with  confidence  for  better  times. 

Governor  Blount  having  learned  of  another  invasion  of  the  Lower 
Creek  Towns  being  in  contemplation,  and  that  General  Logan  was  advan- 
cing from  Kentucky  with  a considerable  force,  and  that  5Iajor  Ore  had 
just  passed  through  Knoxville  to  join  Logan,  addressed  to  each  of 
them  a letter  to  dissuade  them  from  the  project.  In  these  letters  he 
says,  ^‘I  have  received  a letter  from  Double-Head,  a principal  chief  of 
the  Lower  Towns,  to  which  I have  replied,  and  had  them  published  in 
the  newspaper  of  this  place,  from  which  you  will  understand  these  towns, 
as  well  as  every  other  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  are  considered  in 
peace  with  the  United  States  !’' 

These  letters  are  dated  Knoxville,  November  1st,  1794,  and  this,  when 
numerous  parties  of  Creeks  and  Cherokees  were  committing  many  and 
awful  murders  in  Mero  District ! The  Governor  sh'U  cherished  strong 
hopes  from  conferences  and  treaties.  Having  a treaty  in  contemplation, 
to  be  held  at  Tellieo  Block-house  in  this  month,  he  was  only  anticipating 
by  a week  or  more  the  results  of  such  a conference  and  treaty : ‘‘hoping 
against  hope,”  for  good  results  by  “talks.” 

After  the  destruction  of  Nickojack  and  Bunning-Water  towns.  General 
Robertson  wrote  to  John  Watts,  the  great  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  and 
very  plainly_  intimated  that  another  expedition  would  soon  become 
necessary  if  he  did  not  surrender  the  . captives  then  in  the  nation,  and 
restrain  his  warriors  from  their  ravages  on  the  Cumberland.  We  doubt 
not  the  Cherokees  had  received  other  information  in  confirmation  of  what 
General  Roberison  had  thus  made  known,  and  that  the  Cherokees  were 
rightly  apprehensive  that  such  warning  was  in  real  earnest.  Therefore 
the  chiefs  should  attend  the  conference  to  wdiich  they  had  been 
invited. 

' Such  a conference  was  held  at  Tellieo  on  the  7th  and  8th  November, 
“between  William  Blount,  Governor  in  and  for  the  Territory  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  south  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  Colonel  John 
Watts,  of  Will’s  Town,  (one  of  the  Lower  Cherokee  T<>wns,)  Seolacutta, 
and  other  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  at  which  were  present  about 
four  hundred  warriors,  and  several  citizens  of  the  United  States.”  The 
notes  of  this  conference,  extending  over  seven  pages  of  foolscap  paper, 
were  furnished  to  General  Robertson  by  Governor  Blount,  accompanied 
by  a letter  dated  12th  November,  in  whi'di  he  says,  **  I a.ssure  you,  upon 
mg  word  and  honor,  that  not  only  in  the  public  talks,  but  in  a long 
private  one  with  Watts,  he  appeared  truly  sincere.” 
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In  the  eonfercnce  Watts  ha<l  commenced  his  talk  or  speech  thus  : 
^^This  meeting  appears  to  bo  ordered  by  the  Great  Spirit^  and  affords  me 
great  pleasure.  Here  is  Scolacutta  ; he  is  old  enough  to  be  my  father^ 
and  from  my  infancy  he  was  a great  man,  and  is  now  the  great  chief  of 
the  nation.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  he  sent  a talk  to  the  Lower  Towns, 
telling  them,  he  and  the  Upper  Towns  had  taken  the  Lmited  States  by 
the  hand,’'  etc.  lie  admitted  that  the  Running-Water  and  Xickojack 
deserved  the  treatment  tliey  had  received,  and  said,  ‘‘■'I  knovr  General 
Robert.'On  to  be  a good  man,”  etc. 

Scolacutta : “I  am  the  liead-man  of  my  nation,  as  Governor  Blount  Is 
of  the  white  people.  It  was  not  the  hililt  of  either  that  those  towns  were 
destroyed,  but  their  own  conduct  brought  destruction  upon  them;  the 
trail  of  murderers  and  thieves  was  followed  to  those  towns.  Nevertheless, 
I cannot  neglect  the  request  they  have  made  to  me  to  make  peace  for 
them.” 

They  all  dreaded  the  invasion  by  General  Logan,  but  promised  that 
however  much  damage  he  and  his  troops  might  do  in  the  nation,  his 
conduct  should  not  prevent  the  exchange  of  prisoners  demanded  by 
General  Robertson.  They  admitted  that  the  ridge  which  divides  the 
waters  of  iMobile  and  Tennessee  was  the  boundary  of  the  Creek  nation, 
and  that  when  any  of  that  nation  attacked  the  Cumberland  settlements, 
they  had  to,  and  did,  pass  through  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  lands  to 
arrive  there  to  kill  our  men  at  their  ploughs,  and  women  and  children  in 
their  houses  ! 

Logan’s  expedition  was  abandoned.  Orders  were  given,  through 
Colonel  Winchester,  to  make  allowances  to  persons  who  haff  supplied  the 
Indian  captives,  rations  equal  to  what  had  been  customary  to  the  guards 
or  soldiers  in  Mero  District. 

The  acknowledgments  made  by  Watts  and  Scolacutta  fully  exculpated 
General  Robertson  from  all  just  censure  for  the  destruction  of  the  two 
towns  on  the  Tennessee.  Governor  Blount  himself  wrote  down  such  excul- 
pation, and  we  should  feel  greatly  relieved  if  he  had  taken  this  opportunity 
to  have  withdrawn  the  harsh  language  used  in  his  letter  of  9th  of 
September,  expressive  of  his  “.'Surprise  and  mortiScation.” 

The  assurances  of  peace  were  many  and  most  earnest  from  the  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokees.  But  the  Creeks  still  seemed  determined  to  provoke 
the  whites  to  come  and  destroy  them  utterly. 

It  is  due  to  the  steatlfast  friend  of  General  Robertson,  Colonel  Valentine 
Sevier,  that  we  should  insert  a j)ortion  of  his  letter  to  his  brother, 
General  Sevier,  giving  an  acenunt  of  the  .second  attack  upon  his  station, 
and  the  new  griefs  to  which  lie  had  been  thus  subjected. 
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“Clarksville,  December  18th,  1794. 

‘^Dear  Brother: — Tlio  news  from  this  place  is  desperate  with  me. 
On  Tuesday,  11th  Xovember  last,  about  twelve  o’clock,  mj  station  was 
attacked  by  about  forty  Indians.  On  so  sudden  a surprise,  they  were  in 
almost  every  house  before  they  were  discovered.  All  the  men  belon<»ln2r 
to  the  station  were  out,  only  Mr.  Snyder  and  myself.  Mr.  Snyder,  Betsy 
his  wife,  his  son  John,  and  my  son  Joseph,  were  killed  in  Snyder’s  house. 
I saved  Snyder,  so  the  Indians  did  not  get  his  scalp,  but  shot  and  toma- 
hawked him  in  a barbarous  manner.  They  also  killed  Ann  King  and 
her  sou  James,  and  scalped  my  daughter  Bebecca.  I hope  she  will 
still  recover.  The  Indians  have  killed  whole  families  about  here  this  fall. 
You  may  hear  the  cries  of  some  persons  for  their  friends  daily.  The 
engagement,  commenced  by  the  Indians  at  my  house,  continued  about  an 
hour,  as  the  neighbors  say.  Such  a scene  no  man  ever  witnessed  here 
before.’^ 

This  early  soldier  and  adventurous  pioneer,  and  his  heroic  and  devoted 
wife,  could  not  long  survive  such  shocks  as  they  had  received.  Mrs. 
Sevier  had  learned  to  use  the  rifle.  She  stood  by  the  side  of  her  husband, 
gun  in  hand,  but  relied  more  upon  the  use  of  an  axe,  when  attempts 
should  be  made  to  enter  the  door. 

At  his  first  settlement  on  the  Cumberland,  Colonel  Sevier  took  his  posi- 
tion as  an  outpost,  the  farthest  in  advance  of  the  adventurers.  We  know 
not  if  any  of  his  immediate  posterity  are  living. 

The  epurse  pursued  by  Governor  Blount,  his  letter  of  surprise  and 
mortification,”  and  the  disavowal  and  disapprobation  by  the  Government 
of  the  expedition  thus  ordered  by  General  Bobertson,  induced  him  to 
tender  his  resignation.* 


* In  April,  1798,  a petition,  signed  by  Stephen  Cantrell  and  others,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  W.  C.  Claiborne,  member  of  the 
House,  asking  for  compensation  for  services  in  the  Nickojack  expedition.  This 
petition  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  James  McHenry,  wlio  reported  the 
facts  as  furnished  by  the  letters  of  Governor  Blount,  and  of  the  officers  who  ori- 
ginated and  conducted  the  expedition,  stating  that  “The  destruction  of  the  Lower 
Cherokee  Towns  sfnnd.t  npon  its  oicn  footing.  That  it  was  not  authorized  by  the 
President,  or  this  department,  is  certain ; that  the  services  for  which  compensa- 
tion is  asked  were  performed  on  an  expedition  offensive,  unauthorized,  and  in 
direct  oforders  to  Governor  Blount,  by  whom  also  they  were  not  sanctioned.'* 

With  this  report  decidedly  adverse  to  the  claim,  it  may  be  supposed  it  wouM 
most  certainly  be  rejected,  but  the  House  regarded  it  favorably.  The  members 
had  learned  the  history  of  that  protracte<l  and  cruel  war,  and  they  duly  uppre- 
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Soon  after  making  liid  report  ho  visited  Knoxville,  and  whilst  there, 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  Governor  Blount : 

“Kxoxville,  October  23d,  1794. 

Sir  : — Finding  it  incompatible  with  my  private  avocations  any  longer 
to  perform  the  duties  of  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  of  Mero  Dis- 
trict in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  with 
which  appointment  I have  been  honored  by  the  President  oF  the  United 
States,  I beg  leave  to  resign  that  commission,  at  the  same  time  assuring 
you  that  it  is  not  through  any  disgust  with  the  public  service  or  officers 
of  Government  that  I am  induced  to  take  this  step.^^ 

But,  as  Judge  Haywood  says,  he  was  ‘G-hagrined  into  retirement.’^  It 
is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  neither  the  original  letter  nor 
a copy  of  the  letter  of  which  Governor  Blount  says,  I will  destroy  it,  that 


dated  the  character  of  General  Robertson.  They  had  confidence  in  liis  prudence, 
patriotism,  and  truth.  That  he  would  not  have  advised  any  measure  which  was 
not  proper  or  necessary,  wa.s  a general  conviction. 

Mr.  Claiborne  made  a suitable  speech  in  behalf  of  the  petitioners.  Said  he, 
“The  expedition  was  authorized  by  General  Robertson,  and  it  remains  now  for  us 
to  decide  whether  soldiers  shall  or  not  be  entitled  to  pay  until  they  have  pre- 
viously assured  themselves  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  their  commanding  officer. 
At  the  time  when  this  expedition  was  set  on  foot,  a tear  raged  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  the  horrors  of  which  bore  hard  upon 
the  District  of  Mero — the  very  existence  of  the  settlement  teas  threatened.  Scarcely  a 
day  passed  without  some  one  of  the  inhabitants  being  murdered.  Information  was 
received  that  the  Indians  were  embodied,  in  order  to  carry  the  w'ar  into  the  settle- 
ment. 

“What  was  the  General  to  do?  Stand  still?  Make  no  effort  to  avert  the 
danger?  He  was  not  the  man  to  do  that;  they  were  not  the  people  to  endure 
for  ever.  Already  had  they  suffered  and  had  patience  beyond  all  former  example. 
The  safety  of  the  people  required  him  to  act,  and  he  struck  the  first  blow,  which 
defensive  one — a defensive  measure  fully  authorized  by  the  ttsages  of  all  nations. 
Citizens  obeyed  the  command  of  their  officer ; . . . they  had  served  under  him 

before;  . . . they  did  not  falter  now.” 

The  opinion  of  Congress  was  that  a just  and  wise  construction  of  the  orders  jus- 
tified the  measures  pursued  by  General  Robertson,  and  that  even  the  term  “de- 
fensivef  upon  which  such  reliance  had  been  placed,  required  the  very  course 
which  was  pursued.  The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition^  and  a bill 
reported  and  passed  accordingly. 

We  notice  that  in  proceedings  in  Congress,  Renton's  Abridged  Debates,  the 
name  of  the  commanding  Major  is  spelled  Qrr,  and  not  Ore,  as  it  is  uniformly  by 
General  Robertson  and  Governor  Blount. 
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it  may  never  rise  in  jiitigment  for,  as  that  letter  was  dated  August 
30th,  we  believe  it  made  known  fully  to  the  Governor  the  plans  then  on 
foot  to  destroy  the  two  hostile  towns.  The  conduct  of  General  Piobertson 
was  open  and  avow^ed  ; he  had  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  any  act,  or  to 
fear  that  any  thing  ho  had  said,  written,  or  done,  ‘Gvould  rise  up  in  jude- 
meut  against  him.'^  There  was  but  one  sentiment  among  the  people  of 
Cuml)erlaiid — that  judgment  was  all  in  his  favor.  Long  ere  this  the  crv 
of  this  people  had  been  for  vengeance.  But  out  of  respect  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  intricacy  of  negotiations  and  embarrassments  in  which  the 
Administration  was  involved,  General  Piobertson  had  besought  the  people 
yet  longer  to  forbear,  and  yield  to  the  rigid  construction  of  the  restrict- 
ive orders.’^  Such  patience  and  forbcarence  were  no  longer  virtues. 
The  demands  of  humanity  and  proper  self-defence  were  for  the  de- 
struction of  those  dens  of  murderers. 

Had  the  Bledsoes,  the  Shelbys,  Hays,  Winchester,  and  other  noble 
spirits  not  been  suddenly  and  cruelly  extinguished,  they  would  have 
cheered  and  sustained  the  resolution  of  General  Robertson ) they  would 
have  been  active  counsellors,  aiders  and  abettors  in  every  step  for  this  in- 
vasion. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  event  that  good  news,  as  from  ‘‘a,  far 
country,”  reached  these  settlements.  Some  of  the  Chickasaws  had  joined 
General  Wayne’s  army  in  the  territory  north  of  the  Ohio,  and  on  their 
return  home  added  to  official  reports  of  his  great  victory  over  the  Indians 
and  Canadian  militia,  on  the  20th  August.  “Wayne’s  victoiy”  was 
gained  on  the  banks  of  the  Miami,  in  the  vicinity  of  a strong  British  fort. 

That  battle,  the  destruction  of  Nickojaek  and  its  neighboring  town, 
together  with  the  manifestation  of  preparations  to  repeat  these  blows, 
humbled  and  broke  the  spirits  of  the  Indians;  and  the  pernicious  in- 
fluence of  English  airents  being  counteracted  or  ceasiim,  the  Indians 
asked  for  peace.  Hitherto  our  Government  had  invited  and  urged  the 
chiefs  to  attend  conferences,  and  enter  into  treaties.  From  these  solici- 
tations the  savages  inferred  our  weakness,  or  our  dread  of  their  power. 
But  now  the  peace-talks,  the  belts  of  wampum,  and  the  pipe  of  peace, 
are  presented  by  the  other  party. 

Watts  admitted  to  Governor  Blount  that  some  of  his  people  had  been 
in  the  battle,  and  fought  against  General  Wayne,  and  he  knew  how  com- 
plete was  that  victory.  The  Creeks,  however,  wore  less  inclined  to  peace 
than  any  tribe  north  or  south. 

The  ‘Olountain  Leader,”  alway.s  the  steadfast  friend  of  the  L'nited 
States,  of  the  Cumberland  settlors,  and  of  General  Robertson,  had  long 
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been  bunted  b}*  tlic  Creeks  and  CberokeeSj  and  they  finally  (in  this  year) 
^‘wreaked  their  vengeance  upon  him.  His  death  was  much  lamented  by 
the  people  of  Cumberland.  It  is  believed  that  the  Cherokees  from  some 
of  the  Lower  Towns  were  the  successful  party  in  the  hunt  for  this 
chief."  (Such  was  the  rumor  of  the  day  !) 

The  negotiations  witli  Spain  were  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  officious 
intermeddling  of  the  French  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  as  well  as  in 
Europe.  Organizations  of  troops  were  again  reported  as  taking'place  in 
Kentucky,  and  that  citizens  in  3Iero  District  were  disposed  to  join  in  the 
movements.  The  Spaniards  apprehended  a warlike  invasion  of  their  ter- 
ritory, and  were  in  great  trepidation.  Their  guilty  consciences  made 
them  tremble. 

Governor  Blount  addressed  Governor  Shelby,  of  Kentucky,  and  Gene- 
ral Robertson,  urging  them  to  discountenance  all  such  organizations.  But 
as  the  Governor’s  letter  to  General  Robertson  properly  belongs  to  the 
next  year,  w'e  shall  here  notice  it  no  further. 

In  the  last  month  of  this  year  the  Governor  held  another  conference 
with  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Cherokees,  at  Tellico,  to  effect  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  adjustment  of  terms  for  peace.  But  as  that 
conference  wars  extended  into  the  year  1795,  we  also  postpone  further 
notice  of  it  in  this  chapter. 

We  shall  insert  the  memorial  to  Congress  of  which  we  have  spoken, 
and  call  attention  to  the  two  paragraphs  preceding  the  last,  as  happily 
expressing  the  matured  opinions  of  men  who  had  been  familiar  wdth 
Indian  character  and  feelings. 

Treaty  annuities,  liberal  gratuities,  and  concessions,  only  awakened  in 
their  minds  an  idea  of  their  consec[uence.  By  many  of  the  acts  of  the 
State  and  national  Governments  in  the  last  century,  (and  in  this,)  the 
Indians  were  induced  to  believe  that  the  whites  W'ere  afraid  of  them. 

• The  patience  vsuth  which  the  Cumberland  stationers  endured  their  rob- 
beries and  murders,  had  the  effect  of  disseminating  among  the  savages  the 
belief  that  the  Americans  were  too  feeble  or  too  cowardly  to  expose  them- 
selves much  beyond  their  palisaded  log-stations. 

“ Fear,  not  love,  is  the  only  sentiment  by  which  Indians  can  be 
governed."  General  Sevier  was  incessant  in  publishing  this  sentiment, 
and,  as  far  as  he  could,  he  enforced  it  upon  the  savages,  and  with  good 
results.  General  Robertson  wa.s  of  the  same  opinion,  but  his  position  was 
so  remote,  so  isolated,  and  his  numbers  an<l  supplies  so  limited  and  inade- 
quate, that  he  could  seldom  invade  and  strike  terror  where  it  was  needed 
and  would  ermh  them. 
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THE  MEMORIAL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  AND  HOUSE  OF  RE- 
FRESENTATIVES;  TO  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA. 

Teekitory  of  the  U.  S.,  south  of  the  Ohio  Riteiu 

It  appearing  from  the  proceedings  of  your  late  session^  upon  the  memo- 
rial of  the  representatives  of  this  Territory,  that  both  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  a<xreed  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  ex-tend- 
ing effectual  protection  to  the  exposed  frontiers  of  this  country,  though 
they  differed  in  the  mode;  v;e  are  induced  to  hope  the  subject  will  again 
be  taken  up  at  an  early  day  of  the  approaching  session,  and  that  una- 
nimity, as  to  the  mode,  will  take  place. 

"We  have  now  to  inform  you  that  since  the  date  of  that  memorial,  (Feb. 
26,)  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  have  not  ceased  to  kill  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  resident  in  this  Territory,  nor  to  pillage  the  country;  but 
have  continued  to  do  both,  as  usual,  with  an  unremitting  hand.  In  proof 
of  wdiich  we  refer  to  the  annexed  list  of  murders  and  thefts  committed 
since  that  period. 

AFe  are  truly  sensible  that  the  motives  of  Government  in  forming 
treaties  with  those  Indians,  and  in  giving  them  large  presents  and  annui- 
ties, have  been — not  the  love  of  the  Indians — but  with  the  hope  that 
such  proofs  of  friendship  would  produce  a return  of  it  on  their  part 
towards  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  a real  peace  and 
good  understanding  would  be  established  between  the  parties. 

Rut,  alas  I we  by  dreadful  experience  know  it  has  had  a contniry 
effect. 

Instead  of  viewing  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as 
an  evidence  of  friendship  towards  them,  they  have  considered  it  as  an  evi- 
dence of  fear,  or  as  a tribute  paid  to  their  superior  prowess  in  war  ; and 
thus  viewing  it,  it  has  served  to  encourage  them  to  kill  additional  num- 
bers of  your  exposed  fellow-citizens. 

Fear,  not  love,  is  the  only  means  by  which  Indians  can  bo  governed ; 
and  until  they  are  made  to  feel  the  horrors  of  war,  they  will  not  know 
the  value  of  peace,  nor  observe  the  treaties  they  may  form  with  the 
United  States. 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  we  owe  our  constituents  and  ourselves,  we 
have  made  to  you  this  rneinorial;  confiding  that  you,  in  discharge  of  that 
which  you  owe  to  yours  and  yourselves,  will  take  measure.-^  to  punish 
those  two  faithless  and  bloodthinny  nations,  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees, 
accor<ling  to  the  usage  and  cu.stom  of  nations;  and  to  secure  the  persons 
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and  property  of  tlio  citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  resident  in  this 
Territory. 

Griffith  Rutherford,  P.  L.  C. 
David  Wilson,  S.  II.  R. 

A LIST  OF  THE  NAMES  OF  PERSONS  KILLED,  WOUNDED,  AND  CAP- 
TURED SINCE  THE  26tH  FEBRUARY,  1794. 

March  9. — Sam  Martin,  killed  on  a path  leading  from  Henry’s  Station 
to  his  father’s  house.  James  Ferguson  also  killed. 

March  12. — Four  men  killed  on  Kentucky  road,  and  one  wounded. 
Four  killed  in  Tenne.^see  county — day  not  known. 

March  10. — Johifi  Wood  wounded  with  four  balls;  (leg  amputated.) 

March  21. — The  two  young  Anthony  Bledsoes  killed  and  scalped. 
Secretary  Smith’s  negro  captured  by  same  party. 

In  Jiarch,  Double-Head,  a Cherokee  chief,  killed  the  himily  of  Mr. 
Wil  son,  on  Rolling  Fork  : believed  to  have  been  eight  in  number — holds 
one  boy  a prisoner  now.  Many  others  killed  on  southern  frontiers  of 
Kentucky. 

April  1. — T.  S.  Spencer  killed  by  Double-Head.  James  Walker 
wounded. 

April  2. — W.  Green,  a soldier,  killed  at  Fort  Grainger,  mouth  of 
Holston.  James  R.  Robertson  and  John  Grimes,  killed  on  Cum- 
berland. 

April  8. — Four  killed  ; one  negro  woman  captured. 

April  21- — Casteel,  his  wife  and  four  children,  killed,  seven  miles  from 
Knoxville;  another  child  dangerously  wounded.  James  3IcCown  killed 
at  house  of  IF/hoa;  Hays,  ten  miles  from  Nashville.  Mrs.  Hays’  husband 
had  been  killed  a few  months  previous. 

May  2G. — One  of  the  spie.s  on  duty  was  wounded  on  Bledsoe’s  Creek 
on  same  day,  on  Station  Camp  Creek,  in  midst  of  a thick  settlement.  A 
party  of  Indians  tired  on  3Ir.  Strawder  and  his  son,  at  work,  within  one 
hundred  yards  of  his  house;  killed  and  scalped  the  son;  pursued  the 
father  to  the  house,  and  wounded  his  wife  as  she  opened  the  door  to  let 
him  in. 

June  11. — The  wife  of  Mr.  Gear  was  scalped  by  Imlians  within  four 
miles  of  Nashville,  on  her  way  to  church.  Hugh  Webb  and  Jos. 
McAdams  : the  first  killed  ; second  wounded  with  four  balls.  Robert 
McRory  killed  in  pursuit  of  Indians  who  had  killed  Mrs.  Gear.  William 
Scott,  John  and  James  I’ettigrew.  Mr.  Tate  and  Mr.  Young,  and  another 
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man,  and  three  vromen  and  three  children  killed  on  Tennessee,  on  board 
boat  goinj:  to  Xatchez ; twenty-two  negroes  taken  prisoners. 

July  3. — Isaac  3Iayfield  killed,  four  miles  from  Nashville. 

July  9. — 3Iajor  Winchester  killed  and  scalped  in  Sumiier. 

August. — Killed  near  Crab  Orchard,  on  the  road,  P.  Cunningham, 
Pan.  Hitchcock,  Wm.  Flanagan,  and  Stephen  Kenfroe;  and  wounded 
Abri-ihani  Bird. 

Aug.  20. — Allen  Nolan  killed,  four  miles  from  Nashville,  on'  his 
father’s  plantation.  Ilis  father  had  been  killed  on  same  place  six  years 
before. 

Aug.  24. — Piobert  Brigaiice  killed  on  road  in  Sumner  county. 

Gr.  Simson  killed,  six  miles  from  Nashville,  in  early  part  of  July,  on 
his  father’s  farm,  where  his  father  had  also  been  killed. 

Sept.  6. — Negro  woman,  property  of  Peter  Turner,  captured  near 
Bledsoe’s  Lick. 

Killed,  G7 ; wounded,  10;  captured,  25. 

Horses  stolen,  374,  at  $50,  = $18,700. 

We  are  reminded  by  3Ir.  John  Carr,  that  the  favorite  fiddler,  James 
Gamble,  made  a narrow  escape  in  the  summer  of  this  year.  He  knows 
that  Gamble  was  severely  wounded,  and  with  great  difficulty  made  his 
escape  from  the  Indians,  who  were  on  each  side  of  the  path  on  wffiich  he 
was  riding. 

Had  he  lost  his  fiddle,  he  would  have  died  of  a broken  heart — a broken 
fiddle.^  ’^7  . 

Great  as  the  influences  of  his  strains  were  known  to  be  over  the  civil- 
ized race,  he  stayed  not  to  test  the  declaration  of  Congreve’s  Mourning 
Bride, 

“Music  hath  charms  to  soothe  the  savage  breast,” 

but  made  all  possible  speed,  and  reached  Morgan’s  Station,  where  his 
wound  was  dre.ssed. 

With  perfect  cheerfulness  he  lay  on  his  back  for  some  w'eeks,  ‘‘all  the 
time  a fiddling,”  trying  to  make  his  instrument  imitate  the  surprise,  the 
firing,  the  screaming,  the  race,  tlie  escape,  his  bandaged  condition,  and 
his  hopes  for  the  future.  That  fiddle  was  instrumental  of  much  good  in 
its  day. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

1795. 

After  tlie  conference  at  Tellico  had  closed,  the  Governor,  hy  request 
of  the  Executive  Council,  and  urgent  solicitation  of  General  Eobertson, 
and  others  of  Mero  District,  addressed  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  pre- 
sented such  a statement  and  argument  as  ultimately  “opened  the  eyes  of 
the  blind,  by  removing  the  films  of  prejudiee,  or  the  colored  glasses  from 
his  nose.’^ 

General  Robertson,  as  we  have  shown,  desired  General  Sevier  should 
invade  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  nations.  Governor  Blount  now  recc>m- 
laends  an  expedition  into  the  Creek  country,  suggesting  the  plan  and 
time  of  invasion.  lie  asserts  that  the  Upper  Creeks  had  killed  and 
robbed  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  the  day  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  to  the  date  of  his  letter,  and  this  without  cause  or  pro- 
vocation, and  regardless  of  the  treaty  of  New  York,  or  other  pledges. 
They  had  done  this  almost  with  impunity.  Very  seldom  have  the 
citizens  done  any  act  but  in  self-defence,  or  in  punishment  of  those  who 
had  killed  their  wives  and  children,  or  were  fleeing  with  scalps  or  stolen 
horses  in  their  posse.'^sion.  They  believe  and  boast  that  they  are  superior 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  war.  Until  the  Creeks  are  made 
to  feel  the  horrors  of  war,  and  learn  the  value  of  peace  and  realize  their 
inferiority,  there  can  be  no  reason  to  hope  they  will  pursue  a more  peace- 
ful conduct. 

One  certain  effect  of  the  Upper  Creeks  having  been  permitted  to  kill 
and  rob  with  impunity,  may  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  more  or  less  of  the 
Cberokees,  (generally  of  the  Lower  Towns,)  and  of  the  Lower  Creeks  t<x>, 
have  attached  themselves  to  the  Lipper  Creek  warriors,  and  aided  them 
in  the  murders  and  thefts.  The  danger  is  that  even  the  Chiekasaws  and 
Choctaws,  seeing  the  others  enriching  themselves  with  plunrler  so  ea.sily 
acquired,  and  also  gaininir  the  reputation  of  wnrriors.  will  be  indued  to 
follow  their  example.  If  this  .should  be  the  ea.se,  the  advanced.^etrle- 
ments  on  the  Cumberland  must  be  anniliilated,  unless  Government  ?hail 
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come  to  their  aid  and  defence.  A cha.stisement  of  the  warlike  Creeks 
and  Cherokees  will  tend  prcatly  to  confirm  the  friendship  which  the 
Chickasaws  and  Choctows  now  profess.  He  and  others  had  thoroughly 
studied  the  Indian  character. 

The  Government  wa.s  very  far  from  according  wuth  these  sentiments. 
At  least  the  new'  Secretary,  51r.  Pickering,  who  presented  the  views  of 
the  Administration,  made  them  known  in  such  terms  as  to  produce  a 
most  unhappy  feeling  among  the  settlers  on  Cumberland,  as  also  in 
Hamilton  and  Washington  Districts  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains. 

The  Secretary  informed  the  Governor  that  all  ideas  of  offensive  opera- 
tions must  be  laid  aside.  And,  as  Judge  Haywood  says,  ‘*to  make  this 
purpose  the  more  striking  and  impressive,  money  was  sent  to  Colonel 
King  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  to  pay  the  militia;  and  a very  offensive 
exception  was  made,  so  as  to  exclude  General  Sevier’s  brigade,  which  in 
1793  pursued  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  who  had  killed  the  Cavitt 
family,  and-  the  officers  and  men  who  had  served  in  the  Nickojack  ex- 
pedition, from  all  pay  w'hatsoever.  The  Secretary,  in  truth,  represented 
the  Government  as  believing  that  the  white  settlers  on  the  frontier  were 
the  aggressors ; and  that  the  Indians  stood  more  in  need  of  protection 
against  them  than  they  against  the’ Indians.’^ 

It  was  saying  to  the  W'hites,  ‘-The  Indians  do  right  and  are  justifiable 
in  committing  murders  and  robberies  among  you,  for  you  intrude  upon 
their  hunting-grounds  and  steal  their  wild  lands  and  wild  game.”  That 
is  the  substance  of  Pickering’s  reasoning.  And  if  he  could  aggravate 
the  matter,  it  would  be  by  making  know'ii  to  the  savages  themselves  that 
the  Government  looked  upon  these  murders  and  outcries  in  this  light. 

Now,  says  Haywood,  ‘Hhc  people  must  give  up  their  heads  to  the 
scalping-knife,  and  die  with  resignation,  in  hopes  of  better  times.  The 
worried  patience  of  the  people  began  to  spurn  the  inanimate  recommend- 
ations of  the  Government,  and  to  question  its  title  to  the  character  of 
wisdom.” 

At  Knoxville  the  Grand  Jury  ‘^presented,  as  a grievance,  that  the 
executive  officers  of  the  General  Government  withheld  the  pay  of  the 
militia  w'ho  served  under  Sevier,  Gn  the  case  mentioned;’  that  this  Terri- 
tory had  not  received  protection,  or  sympathy,  or  hearing,  as  in  other 
States  and  portions  of  the  country,  w'herc  they  have  Representatives  in 
Congress,” 

There  was  some  pretty  sharp  shooting”  between  the  Governor  and 
Secretary  of  War. 

‘‘After  enumerating  many  improprieties  in  the  conduct  of  the  Governor 
and  of  General  Robertson,  and  saying  that  no  assistance  should  be  given 
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to  tlie  Cliichisairs,  iha  Secretary  says : ^^Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I cannot 
refrain  from  saying,  that  the  complexion  of  some  of  the  transactions  in 
the  South-western  Territories  appears  unfavorable  to  the  public  interests. 
It  is  plain  that  the  United  States  are  determined,  if  possible,  to  avoid  a 
direct  or  indirect  war  with  tlie  (’reeks. 

(There,  Spanish  influence  was  more  extensive  and  longer  established 
and  more  certainly  known  to  our  Government,  than  it  was  as  affecting 
the  Cumberland  settlements.  The  secrets  were,  however,  coming  to 
light  as  to  the  covert  and  wicked  devices  against  these  settlers.) 

General  Eobertson  received  a copy,  one  copy,  of  this  insulting  letter, 
and  was  industrious  to  let  it  be  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  people  at  and 
near  the  various  stations.  Tlie  exclamation  was,  ‘‘AVe  have  asked  for 
bread,  and  they  have  given  us  a serpent.  AA"e  have  prayed  for  a blessing, 
and  have  received  cursing.  Our  miserable  condition  is  now  made  more 
hopeless.  We  have  insult  added  to  unendurable  injuries.^'  A slight 
mildew  was  gathering  on  tlie  name  of  Wa.^hington,  who  had  ever  been  first 
in  the  hearts  of  all  early  stationers  and  leading  men  here.  Who  can  tell 
how  the  heart  of  Eioliertson  was  grieved  ? Who  will  fail  to  understand 
why  Andrew  Jackson,  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatlves  of  the  United 
States,  voted  ‘UW’’  with  the  very  small  number,  (12  to  67,)  upon  the 
resolution  of  confidence  and  thanks  to  the  Administration  ? AYho,  of  all 
these  settlers,  ‘Gvith  the  lights  before  them,”  remembering  all  the  suffer- 
ings endured  now  for  so  many  years,  and  the  very  insignificant  aid  ever 
rendered,  and  now  the  words  of  insult,  could  have  voted  hearty  and  un- 
reserved approbation  of  the  entire  Administration? 

But  this  discussion  need  nut  be  prosecuted  here.  It  is  more  in  accord- 
ance with  our  work  to  opy  from  documents,  and  present  the  current 
acts  of  the  people  most  interested  ; closing  with  this  remark,  that  the 
members  who  voted  in  the  neijative  upou  the  occasion  referred  to,  were 
from  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Virginia,  with  Lyman  of  Alassa- 
chusetts  and  Livingston  of  New  V(»rk;  the  two  last  dissenting  from  an 
endorsement  of  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  in  foreign  relations, 
(with  the  French  Bepublic  ;)  and  the  others  on  account'  of  “domestic 
affairs” — western  frontier  affairs,  with  the  Indians  and  Alississippi  navi- 
gation. 

The  conference  with  the  Cherokees  was  renewed  at  Tellico,  2Sth 
December,  1704.  Th(>  main  purpose  was  to  effect  exchange  of  captives. 
This  was  accompH>hed  to  some  extent,  and  the  professions  of  a desire  for 
peace  were  many  and  seemed  to  be  sincere  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 
There  were  some  thiims  said  and  proposed  at  this  conference  that  are 
so  novel  and  curious  that  we  shall  note  them  here. 
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Tlie  Governor  referred  to  fhe  last  meeting,  7th  and  8tli  iSTovember, 
and  the  assurances  of  friendship  and  ^peace  then  given,  upon  wlvich,  he 
said,  he  had  confidently  relied ; but  that  since  that  time,  only  sixty  days, 
thirty  persons  have  been  killed  and  wounded  in  Mero,  and  one  on  the 
borders  of  Knox  county.  ‘‘  The  President,  our  great  father,  sends  word, 
through  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  your  nation,  that  you  must  not  permit 
the  Creeks  to  pass  through  your  country.  Your  Lower  Towns  are  so 
near  that  powerful  nation,  that  I fear  you  cannot  stop  them  in  their 
passage  to  Cumberland.  But  I am  going  to  propose  a thing  to  you  that 
you  can  do,  that  is,  to  permit  a party  of  your  young  warriors  to  go  with 
some  white  men  to  the  frontiers  of  Cumberland  for  the  protection  there- 
of. The  number  I would  suggest  is  sixty,  and  the  term  of  service  three 
months,  for  which  they  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Scolacutta,  in  his  talk,  said  the  Cherokees  were  greatly  exposed  to  the 
enmity  of  the  Creeks ; and  as  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws  were  now 
becoming  good  friends,  he  besought  the  Governor  to  “say  something  to 
the  Chickasaws,  who  are  the  greatest  friends  of  the  United  States.  Tell 
them  to  join  us  to  assist  the  white  people  against  the  Creeks.  I hope 
the  Chickasaws  will  come  to  Cumberland  and  live  in  the  houses  with  our 
white  brothers 

“Good  talks  come  from  Philadelphia,  (the  President,)  and  from  Con- 
gress. They  speak  of  ^ peace  with  all  nations,^  and  these  good  talks  are 
sent  also  to  the  Creeks,  but  they  will  not  listen.  For  many  years  they 
have  been  killing  the  people  of  this  country.  Is  it  true  that  this  country 
(Cumberland,  etc.)  is  not  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  ? 
Or  is  it,  that  the  President  is  uninformed  of  the  many  murders  and 
thefts  committed  by  the  Creeks 

These  surely  were  “pointed  interrogations.’’  This  wily  Indian  needed 
not  to  have  heard  similar  questions  asked  by  the  settlers  on  Cumberland 
in  order  to  propound  them  on  this  occasion.  He  and  others  had  pre- 
sumed a negative  answer,  and  had  long  acted  under  the  impunity  of  such 
a presumption.  The  Governor  felt  it  his  duty  to  reply  to  such  questions, 
and  said  ; “In  answer  to  the  question  of  Scolaciitta,  whether  the  people 
of  Cumberland  are  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  I say,  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States  (of  which  Cumberland  is  a part)  are  under 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  full  information  has  been  given  to 
the  President  of  their  sufferings.” 

Scolaciitta  took  no  notice  of  the  (,lovernor’s  hint  to  permit  the  young 
warriors  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  Cumberland,  but  maile  a proposition 
which  looks  very  much  like  a set-off.  He  said,  “ I will  now  tell  you,  I 
have  heard  of  your  killing  one  of  my  people  and  sending  the  scalp  to 
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General  Robertson ; if  you  icill  kill  a Creek  for  it,  it  shall  not  spoil  our 
good  talks  General  Robertson.used  to  quote  this  as  a good  joke. 

We  do  not  see  in  the  minutes,  (which  cover  over  twenty  pages  of  fools- 
cap paper,)  that  the  Governor  “ opened  his  nioiith’^  in  reply.  In  all 
probability  he  deemed  the  caution  of  Esquaka,  in  his  opening  speech, 
as  very  suitable  for  himself  in  this  instance.  That  wily  old  chief  had 
thus  spoken  : “I  am  happy  to  hear  your  talks  ; but  it  is  improper  to  speak 
before  one  thinks;  tlierefure,  I will  not  speak  now’'  The  Governor 
seems  to  have  taken  a similar  course.  He  learned  something  ah  lioste. 

* Rut  here  is  our  old  friend  Piouiingo,  the  Mountain  Leader  of  the  Chick- 
asaws,  redivivus!  The  report  and  belief  of  the  last  fall  was  that  he  had 
been  killed  by  the  Creeks,  and  that  his  young  warriors,  in  seeking  for 
retaliation,  had  killed  a Clierokec  instead  of  a Creek,  which  act  the  Chcro- 
kees  proposed  to  let  pass  unavenged,  if  tlie  Chickasaws  would  unite  with 
them  in  the  war  against  the  Creeks.  The  life  of  Piomiugo  had  been 
threatened  by  the  Shawnees  and  Creeks.  He  had  been  ‘-hunted  as  a 
partridge  on  the  mountains/'  and  his  absence'  had  given  currency  to  the 
report  that  he  had  been  killed. 

He  and  the  notorious  Colbert  were  fast  friends  of  the  United  States  : 
they  hated  the  Spaniards.  They  had  received  pay  and  distinction  from 
our  Government;  they  dressed  in  full  uniform,  with  epaulettes,  hat  and 
plume,  and  dangling  sword.  These  chiefs  visited  General  Robert.'^on, 
each  with  some  sixty  warriors,  to  receive  instructions  from  him,  or  from 
Governor  Blount,  as  to  the  route  to  join  General  Wayne’s  army.  They 
marched  to  Fort  Washington,  were  received  into  service,  and  did  some 
execution  upon  the  northern  Indians.  Yet  before  the  battle  of  20th 
xVugust,  1794,  they  received  Information  of  a contemplated  invasion  of 
their  nation  by  Creeks  and  Shawnees,  and  some  of  the  warrioi-s  hastened 
home. 

On  28th  iMarch,  “the  inhabitants  of  Clarksville”  signed  and  forwarded 
an  address  and  petition  to  General  Robertson,  setting  forth  the  dangers  to 
which  they  were  exposed;  reciting  and  commending  the  faitliful  services 
of  Peter  Christian  as  a spy,  and  asking  that  he  may  be  continued  as 
such,  and  be  entitled  to  full  pay,  etc. 

This  is  signed  by  nine  persons,  “the  inhabitants  of  Clarksville:  James 
Adams,  William  Montgomery,  Philip  Lilhert,  A.  Ihrd,  Robert  T^unning, 
Hugh  McCallam,  John  Brownlee,  Bn.  Hawkins,  Andrew  Snoddey.” 

In  a “private”  letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  General  Robertson, 
under  date  May  4th.  among  other  matters  he  says,  “You  have  long 
wished  to  resigti  your  Brigadier’s  commission.  This  would  be  a good 
time,' (the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.)  In  your  resignation  you 
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might  follow  the  example  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Treasury,  that  is, 
fix  a day  on  v/hich  you  would  cease  to  exercise  the  duties  of  that  ap- 
pointment, say  a month,  so  as  to  give  time  to  instruct  the  oldest  Colonel.” 
We  take  the  following  paragraph  from  another  letter  of  Governor 
Blount  to  General  Robert.'^on,  dated  May  4th  : 

“ \Vhatever  may  have  been  the  motives  of  the  people  of  iMero  District 
for  going  with  iMajor  Coll)ert,  the  Cljckasaw  Chief,  to  his  nation,  with  a 
determination  to  aid  him  in  the  defence  thereof  against  an  expected 
attack  of  the  Creeks,  it  is  certain,  judging  from  the  general  tenor  of  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  2od  March,  that  their  conduct  in  so  duinj 
will  meet  the  disappointment  of  the  President. 

“It  will  be  your  duty,  sir,  to  use  your  authority,  in  you  vested,  to  pre-. 
vent  the  repetition  of  such  acts. 

I know,  sir,  the  difficulty  with  which  you  labor,  instructed  on  one 
hand  to  use  all  possible  economy  in  the  administration  of  your  office  as 
Temporary  Agent  to  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  and  on  the  other 
frequently  visited  by  parties  of  those  two  friendly  nations  expecting  and 
soliciting  from  you  a variety  of  presents,  which  must  be  procured  only  at 
a high  price. 

“The  Cherokees  on  this  day  are  to  meet  in  council  at  Estanaula,  at 
which  sundry  Creek  chiefs  are  expected  to  attend.” 

By  a letter  from  General  Robertson  to  Governor  Blount  of  13th  iMay, 
he  gave  notice  that  he  did  not  intend  to  act  as  Brigadier-General  after 
the  15th  of  August:  “I  shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  accordingly.” 
Judge  Haywood  has  used  some  very  expressive  terms  to  describe  the 
nature  of  the  treatment  which  General  Robertson  received  on  account  of 
the  Nickojack  expedition,  teased,  pestered,  snarled  at  ; and  in  his  last 
reference  to  it,  and  the  resignation  of  the  General,  he  says:  “Although  it 
actually  put  an  end  to  the  war  of  the  Cherokees,  yet  was  he  snarled  at  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Pickering.”  ; 

In  August  of  this  year  General  Robertson  received  a peace-talk  from 
Alexander  Cornel,  Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Tuckabatches,  (a 
tribe  of  Creeks,)  to  the  Chickasaws,  in  which  “he  wished  the  General 
to  send  to  the  Chickasaws  for  all  the  Creeks  they  held  as  prisoners,  and 
forward  them  to  the  Creeks  in  exchange,”  and  expressing  earnest  desire 
for  peace  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks  whom  he  represented. 

He  says,  “ The  Spaniards  take  every  opportunity  to  exasperate  the 
Indians  against  your  settlement.” 

These  chiefs,  “ in  commission  and  uniform,”  were  often  troublesome 
and  exacting.  Colbert  had  beefi  made  a “General,”  and  wished  to  travel 
in  style  with  a body-guard,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  In 
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August  he  visited  General  Robertson,  and  desired  to  be  furnished  with 
means  to  proceed  to  Philadebphia  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  President. 
x\t  the  solicitation  of  Governor  Rloiint,  General  Robertson  was  required  to 
put  to  the  test  ail  his  skill  and  ingenuity  to  divert  ^‘  the  General’^  from 
proceeding  farther.  “Turn  him  back  from  Nashville,  if  you  can.  His 
brother  3Iajor  Colbert’s  visit  to  me  was  very  unacceptable;  he  has 
persisted  in  going  to  see  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  I presume  his 
visit  will  be  not  more  acceptable  than  it  wms  to  me.  He  complains  that 
his  wife  and  family  have  not  been  well  supplied  with  provisions,  and  re- 
quests that  they  may  be  well  supplied  in  his  absence  to  Philadelphia.^^ 
He  directs  General  Robertson  to  attend  to  “the  lady  (squa.w)  and  her 
family,”  whose  name  is  ‘■'Jamie  MoniacJ 

“The  Chickasaw,  Red  Shoes,  is  dissatisfied  that  he  has  not  received  as 
large  presents  as  Colbert  and  other  Cliickasaws,  particularly  that  he  did 
not  receive  a saddle,  bridle,  and  saddle-bags  ! Give  them  to  him,  or 
other  goods  of  equal  value.” 

This  affords  us  an  “inkling”  of  the  troublesome  character  of  the 
friendly  Indians,  and  of  how  much  General  Robertson  and  others  had  to 
endure  from  tliem  to  keep  them  in  good  humor. 

Rut  more  than  this,  although  General  Robertson  had  ceased  to  act  as 
Brigadier-General,  he  still  retained  his  office  of  Temporary  Agent  to  the 
Cliickasaws  and  Choctaws.  The  Governor  had  desired  General  Robert- 
son to  go  himself  to  the  Cliickasaws  and  communicate  to  them  the  sincere 
wishes  of  the  Creeks  for  peace,  and  an  exchange  of  prisoners ; also  to  use 
all  “the  great  power  and  influence  of  his  name  and  presence”  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  true  interests  of  the  Indians,  and  the  citizens  of  the  Ter- 
ritory I He  advised  the  General  to  “call  on  Colonel  Winchester,  Com- 
mandant of  the  Militia  of  tlie  District  of  iNfero,”  for  an  escort  of  a sergeant 
and  twelve  mounted  militia,  w'hich  he  did  by  his  requisition,  dated 
August  20th,  1795.  He  set  out  on  this  mission,  as  in  all  other  instances, 
without  hesitation  or  delay. 

The  shocking  massacre  of  tlie  family  of  Colonel  Titsworth  has  been 
related.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  white  pco[)le  that  Miss  Titsworth  had 
been  killed  by  her  captors,  and  we  have  preferred  to  give  the  impression 
then  prevailing  among  the  settlers,  as  it  exhibits  the  state  of  alarm  and 
condition  of  society,  and  is  the  more  correct  narration  and  history  than  if 
we  had  anticipated  the  fact  that  her  life  was  spared,  that  she  was  re- 
tained as  a servant,  and  finally  was  restored  to  her  bereaved  father. 

Colonel  Isaac  Titsworth,  it  >eoms,  was  not  at  home  when  the  attack  was 
made  upon  his  house,  and  that  of  his  brother,  which  stood  at  a few  rods’ 
distance. 
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In  the  summer  of  this  year,  learning  that  the  Creeks  were  desirous  of 
peace,  and  to  exchange  prisoners,  and  that  his  daughter  was  probably 
alive.  Colonel  Tits  worth,  baving  received  letters  from  General  Hobertsou 
and  Governor  Blount,  and  a passport  from  Mr.  Seagrove,  went  directly 
to  the  Tuckabatches.  He  was  there  hospitably  entertained  by  Cornel, 
during  the  period  necessary  to  make  inquiries.  He  ultimately  recovered 
his  daughter  and  the  negro  woman. 

On  his  return  in  August  he  gave  answers  to  many  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  him  by  Governor  Blount,  full  copies  of  which  were  furnished 
General  Bobertson.  Some  of  these  questions  and  replies  are  interesting, 
and  we  give  them  : 

Did  they  carry  your  daughter  and  negro  immediately  to  the  nation  V’ 
t^No:  they  kept  them  in  the  woods  at  their  camp  upon  the  Tennessee, 
near  the  mouth,  many  months,  and  carried  her  into  the  nation  about  the 
first  of  June.  The  same  party  of  Creeks  fired  upon  white  people  and 
Chickasaws  as  they  passed  the  Cumberland  Biver  last  spring,  and  had 
one  of  their  party  killed. 

They  delivered  my  daughter  and  servant  readily,  and  without  price. 
^^Did  you  discover  who  it  was  that  attacked  and  killed  Colonel  Sevier’s 
family,  near  Clarksville,  and  attacked  the  camp  of  Colonel  3Iont2romei*y 

did.  They  were  Creeks,  who  live  at  a town  called  Tuskega,  (the 
old  Alabama  Fort.)  They  have  yet  in  their  possession  the  scalps  and 
property  of  Sevier’s  family,  and  3Iontgomery’s  gun.  The  same  Creeks 
killed  Thomas  Beason  and  wife,  and  Bet.sy  Boberts,  at  her  father’s  house 
in  the  Cow-pen ; and  they  also  burnt  my  house  four  years  past. 

‘^The  same  party  killed  an  old  man  and  a young  man,  whom  they  de- 
coyed by  speaking  the  Cliickusaw  language.  They  said  the  young  man 
was  very  handsome.  ' They  also  killed  3Iajor  Evan  Shelby,  and  his  negro, 
and  have  his  gun,  shot-bag,  and  scalp. 

^^They  have  many  horses;  and  the  Creeks,  from  the  number  they 
have  stolen  from  3Iero  District,  call  the  Cumberland  settlement,  ••  The 
Horse  Stamp”  and  inquired  if  ary  horses  were  yet  left  there  ! 

‘‘  The  chiefs  and  warriors  are  sincerely  for  peace  ; but  there  are  a few 
called  ^bad  young  men,’  who  yet  threaten  depredations  upon  the  Cum- 
berland settlement ; and  therefore  they  advise  that  guards  be  still  kept 
upon  the  frontiers. ’’ 

‘^Did  you  see  the  Spanish  agent,  resident  in  the  Creek  nation?” 

‘‘I  saw  and  conversed  with  him  frequently,  and  stayed  at  his  house 
two  days.  I was  informed  by  himself  and  others,  tliat  ho  had  otfered  the 
captors  of  my  daughter  four  hundred  dollars  for  her.  I asked  him  why 
he  would  pay  such  a price;  he  answered  that  ‘ he  wanted  to  send  her  to 
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New  Orleans  to  school,  and  that  the  King  was  to  pay  all  the  expenses. 
Such  sums  (said  he)  are  nothing  to  the  King  of  Spain/ 

How  was  your  daughter  treated  by  the  Creeks  V’ 

^•At  the  camp  in  the  woods,  she  and  the  negro  cut  wood,  made  fires, 
brought  water,  etc.;  and  upon  her  arrival  in  the  nation,  she  pounded  com 
and  made  meal,  and  was  whipped,  and  in  other  respects  treated  as  a slave. 

‘^The  Creeks  were  assembled  in  large  force — say  to  the  number  of  five 
thousand  warriors — with  promises  of  five  hundred  to  eleven  hundred  from 

the  Choctaw  nation,  to  invade  tlie  Chickasaw  nation But 

through  letters  from  the  Spanish  officers,  Mr.  Seagrove,  the  Choctaw  na- 
tion, and  the  Chickasaw  nation  itsolf,  and  with  my  own  assurances  of  the 
wish  of  your  Excellency,  and  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
they  should  not  proceed,  they  abandoned  their  purpose.’’ 

Colonel  Titsworth  takes  this  occasion  to  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Seagrove  : that  in  his  distant  post  he  had  been  so  misinformed  or 
uninformed  as  to  the  sufferings  of  the  Cumberland  people ; that  now, 
having  more  reliable  and  ample  information,  he  could  not  and  would  not 
justify  or  extenuate  the  cruelties,  but  use  all  his  exertions  to  stay  the 
Creeks  from  further  depredations  upon  its  citizens.” 

He  adds  in  a note  : ‘‘  The  Creek  that  was  killed  at  the  attack  upon 
Joy’s  boat  last  spring,  had  in  his  hand  Major  Shelby’s  gun,  and  his  shot- 
bag  round  his  neck.” 

The  Spaniards,  under  orders  from  Governor  Gayoso,  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  Chickasaw  bluff,  and  posted  some  three  hundred  men  there. 
General  Robertson,  in  his  mission  to  the  Chickasaws,  informed  them  that 
the  United  States  Government  would  not  permit  it  to  stand,  but  would 
destroy  it.  He  authorized  the  Chickasaws  to  assure  the  Cherokees  and 
Creeks  that  the  reports  which  the  Spaniards  had  put  in  circulation  that 
the  Americans  intended  to  seize  those  blufis,  establish  a fort  there,  and 
drive  the  Cherokees  from  their  lands,  “were  not  true,”  and  only  “put  in 
circulation  to  make  their  own  act  in  taking  possession  the  less  offensive  to 
the  red  people.” 

The  mission  of  General  Robertson  was  productive  of  very  happv  re- 
sults. As  we  have  mentioned,  “ iMajor  Colbert”  and  a few  other  Chicka- 
saws proceeded  to  Philadelphia.  General  Washington  delivered  to  them 
a “talk”  on  the  2-d  d:iy  of  August,  17U5,  a copy  of  which  was  forwur  led 
to  General  Robertson,  having  the  veriuible  autograph  of  G.  Wa.-hing- 
ton  thereto. — Vol.  i.  General  Robertson’s  (Correspondence. 

We  quote  one  or  twu  paragraphs  from  this  talk  ; 

“ My  Childre.s'  : 1 sincerely  regret  the  difficulties  in  which  vou  are 
involved  by  the  mbtakeii  opinions  which  have  been  entertained  of  the 
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intentions  and  obligations  of  the  United  States  towards  their  friends  the 
Chickasaws.  It  was  never  the  design  of  the  United  States  to  interfere 
in  the  disputes  of  the  Indian  nations  among  one  another,  unless  as  friends 
to  both  parties,  to  reconcile  them.  In  this  wmy  1 shall  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  serve  the  Chickasaw  nation.  The  Commissioners  at  the 
conference  at  Nashville  had  no  authority  to  promise  any  other  interfer- 
ence. General  Ilobertson  did  wrong  in  telling  your  nation,  last  year,  that 
he  expected  the  United  States  w'ould  send  an  army  against  the  Creeks 
this  summer.  Your  strong  expectation  of  seeing  such  an  army,  and  pro- 
bably other  encouragements  of  support,  may  have  led  you  to  strike  the 
Creeks,  which  now  occasions  so  much  distress.  It  seems,  also,  that  the 
commissions  which  were  given  to  a number  of  the  Chickasaw  chiefs  were 
not  truly  interpreted.  Tlicy  w'ere  expressly  confined  to  operations  against 
the  Indians  north-west  of  the  Ohio. 

The  act  of  the  Spaniards  in  taking  possession  of  the  Chickasaw  bluff 
is  an  unwarrantable  aggression,  as  well  against  the  United  States  as  the 
Chickasaw'S,  to  whom  the  land  there  belongs.  I shall  send  talks,  and  do 
what  else  shall  appear  to  me  proper,  to  induce  the  Spanish  king,  or  his 
governor,  to  remove  their  people  from  that  station,  and  to  make  no  more 
encroachments  on  your  lands.” 

This  fort  was  erected  by  order  of  Governor  Gayoso,  of  Natchez,  and 
he  took  formal  possession  of  it  about  the  1st  of  J uly.  It  was  within  the 
acknowledged  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  and  not  only  a gross  usurp- 
ation, but  daring  insult  to  the  United  States. 

President  Washington  directed  notice  to  be  given  to  Gayoso  to  abandon 
and  destroy  the  fort  and  buildings  erected  at  the  bluff ; but  as  he  knew 
the  negotiations  with  Spain  were  in  progressive  and  favorable  condition, 
he  adopted  no  immediate  and  harsh  measures  to  drive  off  or  punish  the 
intruders.  The  western  people,  however,  complained  bitterly — held  pub- 
lic meetings,  pa.ssed  resolutions,  and  were  fully  intent  upon  aggressive 
movements  against  the  Spaniards.  This  Spanish  governor  had  manife.stcd 
his  jealousy  of  the  western  settlements  in  many  instances,  and  even  in  this 
year,  25th  March,  had  wTitten  very  infianimatory  letters  to  Creeks,  Clioro- 
kees,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws,  accusing  the  Americans  of  trespa.'->es  upon 
Indian  lands,  and  of  a design  to  possess  the  whole  country.  “ Then,” 
said  he,  in  his  letter  to  the  ‘ Mad  i)og’  of  Tuckahatche,  ‘‘  what  will  be- 
come of  the  red  men,  should  they  be  deprived  of  their  hunting-grounds  ? 
The  French,  who  are  your  enemies,  a.s  they  are  also  the  enemies  of  the 
Spaniards  and  the  English,  are  to  settle  on  the  laiid.s  of  the  Creeks  on 
the  Alabama  and  the  Tallapoosa,  and  instead  of  a union  of  all  the  four 
Indian  tribes  against  them  and  your  other  enemies,  (meaning  the  western 
33 


i 


» 


i 


i( 


- i':,  ^ ; X 


I 


' ' i\  uil 

e .1;  • ,>iuLriJ 


■ ^ S*' 


514 


HISTORY  or  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


][}eople,)  you  fall  uut — you  go  to  war  against  the  Cliickasaws.  Open  your 

eyes  to  the  ruin  and  destruction  which  threaten  the  red  people 

Make  peace  with  the  Chickasaws.  Be  yoig  the  Chi'ckasaws  and  Choc- 
taws, united  ; and  should  you  bo  attacked^  your  faithful  friends  and  allies, 
the  Spaniards,  will  support  you,  and  give  you  as  many  arms  and  as 
much  ammunition  as  you  may  want  1’'  His  other  talks  were  of  like 
temper,  and  as  artful  and  wicked  as  could  be  deyised. ' They  furnished 
now'  undeniable  evidence  of  Spanisli  complicity  in  the  outrages  tor  so 
many  years  committc<l  upon  the  people  of  Cumberland.  This  exposure 
was  made  at  a moment  wlion  the  shame  and  resulting  inhuence  of  it 
W'ould  be  the  greatest  : when  it  would  most  contribute  to  break  and  over- 
throw, and  ere  long  to  show  up,  with  ineffaceable  ignominy,  the  career 
of  deception  and  enmity  of  the  Spaniards  in  America. 

But  a month  later,  and  at  about  the  same  time  that  General  Fiobert- 
son  and  Governor  Blount  were  reading  and  criticising  these  incendiary 
and  wheedling  letters,  the  Spanish  Governor  probably  received  distinct 
intimation  from  his  sovereign  in  Madrid,  that  all  the  Indian  nations  with 
whom  the  Spanisli  Government  had  any  influence,  should  cease  from  wars 
among  themselves,  and  maintain  peace  and  friendship  with  the  United 
States.  This  change  was  brought  about  by  the  negotiations  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  -which  soon  thereafter  terminated  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  vexatious  c^uestions  of  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  bound- 
aries, etc. 

Governor  Gayoso,  in  a letter  to  Piomingo,  (and  which  this  3Iountain 
Leader  promptly  forwarded  to  General  Bobertson,)  endeavored  to  explain 
and  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  seizing  the  bluff  and  establishing  a fort 
there.  He  wi.shed  to  wheedle  the  old  chief. 

In  September  the  Spanish  emissaries  and  partisans,  who  had  kept 
alive  the  evil  spirit  in  “the  bad  men  of  the  nations, began  to  learn  that 
“other  and  better  counsels  prevailed,  and  the  ways  of  peace  were  to  be 
pursued. 

The  ferment,  however,  w'as  great  in  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  no  les.-  on 
the  Cumberland,  due  allowance  being  made  for  the  physiological  fact, 
that  but  one  epidemic  of  decided  character  can  prevail  at  the  same  instant 
among  the  same  people,  and  that  here  on  the  Cumberland  were  old 
chronic  cases  of  Indian  wars,  murders  and  robberies,  by  hundreds  and 
by  thousands,  committed  by  enemies  on  their  immediate  borders,  althon  jh 
" there  tviis  much  of  Sf>anlsh  viru.s  in  all  these.  In  Kentucky,  however, 
numerous  and  larue  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  State;  and  in 
May  there  met  at  Lexington  representatives  from  different  parts  of  the 
Slate,  who  “ took  into  consideration  the  deserted  and  degraded  state  of 
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tbe, country,  resulting  chiefly  from  Spanish  and  British  aggressions/’ 
(they  omitted  all  notice  of  or  reference  to  the  insults  and  violation  of  our 
national  honor  and  rights  by  recent  measures  of  French  emissaries  m 
their  vety  midst, ^ and  they  “insisted  that  Spain  should  he  compelled  im- 
mediately to  acknowledge  our  right  to  navigate  tlie  Mississippi;  that  it 
is  the  common  cause  of  the  western  people,  and  that  they  would  unite 
with  them  in  any  measure  most  expedient  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object.” 

The  messenger  or  representative  of  the  United  States  Government, 
Mr.  lunis,  who  had  been  directed  to  be  present,  addressed  the  convention 
or  assembly  of  delegates,  happily  explaining  the  policy  of  the  President, 
and  his  steady  pursuit  of  the  object  they  desired,  and  giving  assurances 
of  his  confident  belief  tlrat  all  would  be  secured,  and  this  more  certainly 
and  early  if  the  western  people  refrained  from  all  acts  of  aggression  and 
insult,  by  language  or  otherwise. 

3Ir.  Jay  was  instructed  to  urge  forward  the  negotiations,  and,  in  de- 
cided terms  and  uniformly,  to  insist  upon  the  free  navigation  of  the  great 
river. 

, In  the  early  stages  of  the  negotiation,  France  favored  the  pretensions, 
and  selfish,  exclusive  claims  of  Spain ; but,  being  advised  that  if  we 
enjoyed  fully  that  navigation  her  own  commercial  interests  would  be 
benefited,  her  eyes  were  opened,  kinder  sentiments  were  in  her  heart,  and 
friendly  words  were  spoken  to  her  cousin  of  Spain.  But  other  words  were 
also  uttered,  and  the  wild  riot  of  the  French  llcvolution  alienated  for  a time 
these  neighbors.  Interruptions  to  the  negotiatioJi  took  place,  and  delays 
were  unavoidable.  Suddenly  Spain  and  England  joined  hands,  and 
united  in  the  confederation  or  “ Holy  League”  (^I)  of  despots  against  the 
popular  revolution  in  France. 

After  most  vexatious  excuses  and  delays,  the  questions  were  settled  by 
a treaty,  signed  27th  day  of  October,  1705. 

Bay  dawned  upon  the  western  settlements ; light  gilded  the  mountain 
heights;  joy  gladdened  all  the  valley ; the  western  streams  sparkled  in 
gladness.  Peace,  peace,  was  confidently  expected,  and  the  tide  of  pros- 
perity was  fully  in  view.  A population  which  should  be  unsurpas-ed  for 
industry  and  progress  set  strongly  and  Irresistibly  towards  the  Pacific.  • 

“All  ranks  of  people  in  the  western  country  plainly  perceived  that 
the  patience  of  tlie  United  States,  when  these  westm-n  people  were  endur- 
ing siicli  sufferings,  was  the  dictate  of  a wise  and  good  policy,  and  not  of 
indifference  or  insensibility.” 

The  mischievous  Spanish  influence  being  diverted  from  tlie  Cuiiiber- 
land  settlements,  large  parties  of  emigrants  arrived,  especially  in  the  fall 
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of  the  year,  and  farms  were  being  opened  in  all  directions  from  Nashville. 
13ut  as  the  year  has  itrs  record  of  a few  Indian  outrages  in  its  earliest 
months,  we  liere  give  them,  and  then  conclude  with  the  troubles  in 
which  our  allies,  the  Chickasaws,  were  involved. 

On  5th  January,  1705,  Elijali  Walker,  one  of  the  mounted  infantry 
on  duty  for  the  defence  of  51ero  District,  w'hile  acting  as  a spy  on  the 
frontiers,  about  twelve  miles  south  of  Nashville,  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 

On  5th  i^Iarch  a party  of  Indians,  supposed  to  be  Creeks,  at  Joslin’s 
Station,  seven  miles  from  Nashville,  tired  upon  Thomas  Fletcher,  E. 
Eald'^^'in,  and  his  little  brother,  who  were  at  work  in  their  field.  The 
first  two  wmre  wounded  with  balls;  the  third  was  knocked  down  with  a 
war-club,  skull  broken,  and  scalp  taken;  the  two  wounded  men  escaped. 

On  14th  a man  was  killed  by  Indians,  within  five-  miles  of  Nashville, 
and  a number  of  horses  taken. 

April  6th,  John  Wiro,  a soldier  on  duty  at  the  ford  of  Cumberland, 
was  killed. 

About  13th  May  four  men  were  wounded  as  they  passed  down  the 
Cumberland  in  a boat. 

About  the  20th  the  Indians  attacked  Captain  Logan,  who,  with  two 
soldiers,  was  escorting  a family  ; they  killed  one  of  the  soldiers  and  a little 
girl,  and  carried  off  one  woman,  whom  they  killed. 

On  5th  June  old  3Ir.  Peyton  wms  killed,  near  Bledsoe’s  Lick,  and  a 
negro  man  of  5Ir.  I’arker's  dangerously  wounded. 

This  is  the  last  of  the  fearful  record  of  murders  by  the  Indians. 

^‘The  Horse  Stamp”  at  this  time  had  indeed  but  few'  horses  ‘‘left:” 
they  were  in  great  demand,  brought  high  prices,  notwithstanding  the 
risk  of  their  being  stolen.  A right  to  a “two-forty”  would  sometimes  be 
traded  for  a horse,  and  thus  the  new'  emigTants  often  procured  good  tracts 
of  land,  which  the  Indians  could  not  steal. 

There  was  a disposition  to  favor  the  growth  of  th-c  town  of  Nashville 
and  the  raising  of  colts.  Wc  find  that  these  two  kinds  of  property  are 
usually  classed  together,  we  know  not  why.  The  County  Bccords  say: 
“Town-lots  and  stud-horses  m»t  subject  to  tax  this  year;”  and  upon  the 
tax  rolls,  town-lots  and  stud-horses  are  commonly  placed  in  the  same 
category.  We  notice  one  exception,  somewhat  remarkable,  and  it  is  in 
the  case  of  a somewhat  remarkable  man,  Christopher  Stump,  who  “gives 
in,  himself,  one  town-lot  in  Waynesborongh,  and  one  stud-horse.”  This, 
we  believe,  is  in  1706.  Tiii^  new  town  was  laid  out  at  Eaton’s  Station, 
a rival  to  Nashville,  and  so  called  in  honor  of  General  Anthony  Wayne. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

1795. 

Before  concluding  our  sketeli  of  the  eyerits  of  this  year  connected 
with  the  Cumberland  seLtlemcnt  and  the  active  life  of  General  Kobert- 
son,  we  must  more  fully  present  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  nations  in  their 
proper  connection. 

Early  in  January,  1795,  General  Bobertson  received  intelligence,  by 
runners  from  Colbert  and  other  chiefs,  (of  whom  Underwood  was  one,) 
that  they,  with  seventy  warriors  and  some  women  and  children,  would 
visit  him  at  his  station  near  Nashville ; that  they  had  five  Creek  scalps, 
which  they  had  taken  on  Duck  River  from  Creeks  who  were  on  their 
way  to  kill  and  plunder  the  people  of  Cumberland,  The  leader  of  the 
Creeks  was  a noted  brigand,  and  had  done  much  damage  to  these  settle- 
ments. The  Chiekasaws  surrounded  tlie  entire  party  of  Creeks  at  night, 
and  at  early  dawn  killed  them  every  one.  They  asked  for  provisions,  am- 
munition, and  artillery.  They  claimed  now  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and,  as  Colbert  and  others  held  commissions  from  the  President, 
they  were  ready  to  engage  in  active  service,  and  prove  that  the  commis- 
sions, titles,  uniforms,  and  equipments  granted  to  them  had  not  been  un- 
worthily bestowed.  They  intended  to  make  a long  campaign  against  the 
Creeks  in  the  spring;  but,  in  the  meantime,  they  required  advice  and  aid 
in  constructing  some  posrs  in  their  country. 

General  Robertson  feared  the  loss  of  their  friendship,  should  the 
Creeks  succeed  in  <ioing  them  much  damage  before  support  should  be 
given  by  the  United  States.  They  were  very  urgent  for  such  aid,  an<d 
pressed  him  to  give  assurances  that  it  would  be  granted.  He  could,  how- 
ever, only  say  to  them,  that  from  tlie  e.valted  opinions  lie  entertained  of 
the  councils  of  his  Government,  and  from  the  view  he  took  of  the  claims 
they  had  upon  the  United  Lit.ite.s,  lie  expected  that  an  army  would  march 
against  the  Creeks  in  the  summer:  at  the  same  time  that  he  thus  ex- 
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pressed  himself^  he  disclaimed  having  any  authority  to  pledge  such  sup- 
port and  active  aid. 

There  were  more  than  a hundred  Chickasaws  with  General  Robertson 
at  this  time,  and  the  expenses  of  their  entertainment  were  very  heavy. 
Some  few  persons  voluntarily  contributed  corn,  corn-meal,  and  meat.  A 
few  of  the  chiefs  and  their  squaws  were  lodged  in  the  homes  of  the 
whites.  In  Nashville,  a grand  dinner-pqrty  was  gotten  up  by  subscrip- 
tion to  do  honor  to  General  Colbert.”  It  was  quite  an  affair  for  that  day  : 
no  such  jolly  time  had  been  witnessed  at  the  blufi'  since  the  days  of 
Mountfiorence  and  Gerard. 

And  then  on  the  Habbath  (not  much  like  a day  of  rest  either)  there 
was  preaching  twice  at  least.  That  steadfast  pioneer  soldier  of  the  cross, 
instructor  of  men  and  tc:icher  of  boys,  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead,  was 
here  and  had  remained  here  throughout  all  these  troublous  times,  and 
one  or  more  pioneer  preacliers  or  missionaries  of  the  3Iethodist  denomina- 
tion appeared  and  announced  the  ‘-glad  tidings  of  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  toward  men.”  3Ir.  Craighead  had  secured  the  erection  of  a 
small  church  near  his  residence  east  of  Nashville  some  five  miles,  but 
preached  in  the  grand  Court-house  in  town.  The  Methodist  minister 
began  in  this  year  to  secure  means  for  the  erection  of  a church  building 
upon  the  square  by  the  side  of  the  Court-house. 

On  the  Lord’s  day  Colbert  and  some  of  his  staff  appeared  at  church — 
as  many  people  gathered  round  the  little  building  and  under  the  shed,  or, 
as  the  records  call  it,  that  is,  lean-to,  or  lean-unto,  which  the 

Court  had  directed  to  be  added  in  1703. 

These  Indians  being  here,  they  had  to  be  entertained  and  well  treated ; 
they  must  also  be  well  provided  fur,  whenever  they  should  please  to  de- 
part; (which  would  have  caused  regret  to  the  settlers  and  General  Rob- 
ertson at  no  time,  provided  they  left  in  good  humor.)  Governor  Blount 
admitted  that  supplies  must  be  continued,  and  every  show  of  hospitality, 
lest  they  should  take  offence  and  be  converted  into  enemies.  They 
were  urged  to  an  exhibition  of  their  ball-play,  and  other  games  and  athletic 
amusements,  and  the  v.  hitcs  had  to  manifest  much  gratification  and  enthu- 
siasm. Indeed,  it  was  a j'diy  time  all  round.  When  the  sound  of  the 
horn  was  heard  in  one  direction,  all  knew  that  the  ^‘red  heifer”  was  ready 
for  the  milching ; ^hen  the  horn  soumled  from  another  quarter,  it  was 
understood  there  was  something  to  eat  ‘Caver  there ;”  and  when  on  the 
Lord’s  day  the  sound  t.)f  the  horn  was  heard  at  the  ('ourt-housc  door, 
some  of  the  people  ‘*suppo-;e<l  tliere  was  going  to  be  preacdiing.” 

In  the  course  of  tlii>  Sj*ring  tlie  war  between  tin'  Creeks  and  the 
Chickasaws  was  wagud  with  considerable  fury.  The  latter  had  been  so 
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well  armed  with  good  guns  and  such  an  abundance  of  amniiiiiition,  that  the 
fierce  Creeks  became  very  much  alarmed.  The  Creeks  had  good  reason 
to  apprehend  tlnit  the  white.s  would  not  only  sympathize  with,  but  aid, 
the  Chickasaws,  and  that  the  intimation  from  General  llobertson  of  the 
invasion  of  their  country  by  an  army  of  the  United  States,  such  as  that 
of  General  Wayne’s,  was  not  a mere  hint  or  idle  intimation.  - There  were 
some  very  sad  and  savage  acts  among  the  Creeks,  as  the  result  of  this  war 
between  them  and  the  Chickasaws. 

Before  the  hostilities  began,  a number  of  Creek  men  had  married  Chicka- 
saw wives;  but  when  the  war  broke  out,  tlie.y  killed  the  women  and 
their  children.  “They  count  relationship  only  on  the  mother’s  side; 
hence  the  children  were  as  much  Chickasaws  as  their  mothers,  and 
equally  the  victims  of  Creek  vengeance.”  Some  few  were  allowed  to 
escape  to  their  own  nation,  and  some  we  presume  to  the  beloved  town,  or 
city  of  reduge. 

Colbert  and  other  Chickasaw  chiefs  had  Creek  wives,  but  were  too  hu- 
mane and  civilized  to  entertain  the  thought  of  such  horrid  murders. 
Their  visits  here  were  well  calculated  to  have  a good  influence  upon 
them,  and  to  awaken  among  them  the  desire  for  some  of  the  arts  and  ad- 
vantages of  civilized  life,  whicii  were  soon  thereafter  granted. 

The  Cherokees  had  been  urged  in  the  spring  by  the  agents  of  our 
Government  to  be  at  peace  with  the  Creeks.  They  were  disposed  to 
accept  the  advice,  and  in  April  sent  a deputation  to  the  Creeks  with 
such  proposals,  which  met  with  a somewhat  favorable  reception ; but  no 
sooner  had  these  emissaries  of  peace  reached  their  homes,  than  there  ar- 
rived Creek  runners  with  a war-club  and  earnest  invitation  to  join  them 
in  a war  against  the  Chickasaws.  A very. sensible  and  significant  reply 
was  sent  back  to  the  Creeks,  from  the  Little  Turkey  : 

‘•You  had  best  forbear  war  upon  the  Chickasaws  until  you  have  made 
peace  with  the  United  Statijs  1”  The  (.’reeks  deemed  this  good  a'lvice. 
The  Choctaws  also  desired  peace  with  the  Creeks  ; and  the  desire  of 
most  of  the  Indians  in  each  nation  was  for  peace.  There  were  some  the 
death  of  whose  relatives  had  not  been  avenged,  and  there  wore  “bad 
young  men,”  whose  thirst  for  blood  had  not  been  satisfied.  Tliese  con- 
tinued the  (juo.'tioii  of  j-eace  and  war  in  an  unsettled  condition  annmg 
all  these  natimis  until  Occember. 

The  threats  and  organizations  airainst  the  Chicka.saws  were  such  that 
General  Uobcrts.ui  .sanctioned  and  encouraged  the  enli.-ting  of  two  com- 
panies to  go  to  their  reru'f.  In  this  measure  the  vii'ws  ot'  General  Rob- 
ertson were  fully  concurrei  in  by  General  Daniel  Smith,  and  indeed  by 
all  the  settlers. 
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Captain  Pavid  Smith,  General  Cull^ert,  and  some  fifteen  or  twenty  men, 
inarched  by  land,  and  reached  Loji;-town,  in  the  Chickasaw  nation,  about 
the  1st  of  May.  Colonel  Mansker  and  Captain  John  Gwyn,  with  another 
party,  took  boats  and  reached  Loe:-town  about  the  10th  of  May.  On  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Mansker,  Captain  Smith  surrendered  the  command  to 
him,  and  acted  as  lieutenant  in  Captain  Cleorge’s  company. 

Information  was  received  that  a strong  force  of  Creeks  was  coming, 
and  the  defences  were  strengthened  under  the  directions  of  Colonel 
Mansker.  Although  the  invading  force  was  represented  to  be  very 
large,  tlie  Chickasaws  were  in  good  spirits,  having  the  countenance  of 
skilful  white  men,  and  the  “little  piece,”  or  swivel. 

On  the  28th  May  the  Creeks,  numbering  two  thousand  warriors,  as  was 
supposed,  made  their  appearance.  They  found  two  women  who  had 
gone  out  for  wood,  at  a short  distance  from  the  town,  whom  they  killed 
and  scalped.  Although  the  army  was  so  strong  in  numbers,  no  attack 
was  adventured  by  it.  There  evidently  prevailed  among  them  great 
dread  of  cannon  and  fortifications. 

Captain- Smith  proposed  to  General  Colbert  to  make  a sortie,  Smith  in 
command  of  the  white  men,  and  Colbert  of  the  Indians.  Colbert  objected, 
saying,  “That  is  wliat  they  wish,  to  draw  ns  from  the  fort,  and  then  they 
will  rush  in  and  destroy  the  women  and  children.”  Nevertheless,  a 
party  of  Indians  who  were  relatives  of  the  two  murdered  squaws,  rushed 
out,  sprang  upon  the  Creeks  at  an  unexpected  place,  fired  upon  them, 
but  had  to  retreat,  leaving  one  of  their  number  killed  and  scalped  by  the 
Creeks.  When  Captain  Smith  saw  these  few  Chickasaws  in  such  peril, 
he  again  proposed  to  Colbert  to  go  to  their  aid.  Now  Colbert  promptly 
assented.  The  Creeks  seeing  this,  and  other  demonstrations  at  the  fort, 
hastily  retreated.  Colbert  and  Smith’s  men  rushed  np  near  enough  to 
the  retreating  foe  to  kill  and  wound  quite  a number  of  them.  And  thus 
they  came,  and  thus  made  ha'>;te  away. 

Colonel  3Iansker  roinainod  some  ten  or  twelve  days.  The  Creeks 
giving  no  further  evidencus  of  hostility,  other  than  killing  cattle,  he 
returned  to  Na.shville  witliout  interruption. 

•This  expedition  by  land  and  by  water  was  wholly  voluntary  on  the 
part  of  these  magnanimous  men  from  Ciiinherland.  General  Robertson 
had  said  they  ought  to  go.  and  they  ought  to  be  paid  for  tlicir  services. 
General  Colbert  had  said,  “If  the  ITiitcl  States  Government  does  not 
pay  yon,  the  Chickasaw  nation  will.”*  In  after-years  the  Creeks  were 


* The  appearance  of  <*icnei-al  .lack.son  oii  the  floor  of  Congros.^,  was  on  ‘20th 
December,  17‘Jb,  advocating  the  claim  of  Ilihjh  Laicsoii  Whiu,  for  pay  as  a soldier 
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greatly  ridiculed  for  killing  two  women  with  an  arnij*  of  two  thousand 
men ! 

General  riobcrtson  had  seen  the  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
discountenancing  military  aid  to  the  Chickasaws ; hut  truly,  as  Judge 
Haywood  says,  “his  honest  soul  lamented  in  silence  the  unapproved 
restraint/’  He  found  pleasure  in  the  performance  of  all  possible  acts  of 
kindness  to  these  friends  and  former  allies.  He  had  been  authorized  to 
send  them  more  corn,  and  to  supply  those  who  visited  him,  with  victuals, 
salt,  and  whiskey,  and  some  other  articles.  Availing  himself  of  a liberal 
construction  of  this  permission  or  order  for  supplies.  General  Hobertson, 
on  27th  April,  shipped  to  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Coffield,.  with  twenty  white  men' and  fifteen  Chickasaws,  five 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  powder,  lead,  vermilion,  whiskey,  corn,  and  other 
articles.  These  boats  were  fired  upon  when  passing  Dyer’s  Island, 
twenty-five  miles  below  Clarksville,  by  a party  of  Creeks;  3Iajor  Coffield 
and  two  others  were  wounded. 

An  additional  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  was  placed,  by  the  order 
of  Government,  (or  through  the  agency  of  Colonel  Henley,)  at  the  dis- 
position of  General  Robertson,  say  about  the  1st  of  July;  among  these 
were  six  small  howitzers,  ten  quarter  casks  of  rifle  powder,  five  hundred 
pounds  of  lead,  one  thousand  flints,  ammunition  for  one  hundred  rounds 
complete  for  each  piece,  besides  g:rape-shot,  agricultural  implements,  et 
cetera. 

All  the  Indians  probably  had  learned  something  in  regard  to  this 
large  supply  of  formidable  fireurms,  and  they  had  heard  of  the  havoc 


under  General  Sevier,  when  he  pursued  the  Indians  who  had  murdered  the  Cavitt 
family  and  other  settlers  in  East  Tenne.ssee.  His  second  was,  on  presenting  a 
petition  of  (horge  Colbert,  one  of  the  cliiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Chickasaw  nation 
of  Indians  : in  whicti  the  petitioner  set  forth  as  cause  of  complaint,  a non-compli- 
ance of  stipulations  entered  into  in  certain  talks  held  with  Governor  Blount  and 
other  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  which  tliey  agree«l  in  defensive  support  of 
each  other's  rights ; tliat  their  nation  was  invaded  by  the  red  people  (Creeksj  wlieu 
they  applied,  accor<ling  to  treaty,  for  aid;  that  their  brother,  .Tames  Robertson, 
said  he  had  no  orders  to  send  th  'in  any  a<-istance — that  ho  must  first  have  orders 
from  their  father,  the  Presidiuit  of  tlie  United  States.  “However,  [proceeds  the 
petitioner.]  a detachiiu-nt  of  v^ilnntecrs,  under  command  of  Colonel  Mansker,  came  to 
their  aid,”  He  asked  compensation  for  supplies  furnished  to  that  detachment 
during  sixty  ilays. 

The  Secretary  of  War  liad  declitied  lunitig  on  the  claim;  referred  the  parties  to 
Congress,  wh  > passed  it  over  tn  the  Committee  on  Claims;  and  an  allowance  was 
made.  The  Colberts  had  not  forgotten  their  promise,  “The  Chickasaws  will  pay 
you  if  the  United  States  will  not.” 


m 


biii^xpoM  OTri  Ito  A 

as-  .*sd  5if^rfla!U6-®jlv*  ^ ‘ ^ 

lw#^r(rt^l^{3#r>?l'!»tJ^  Ijaf*  4»Woil' «id 

Ho  ef^ti  sAti!m>itin  Hp,  l>tuM>H  4>ii  ■ 

• lfl^<//f  'H^dmnrd  >»ai!<4*JA iwit  ,^^i&h\yt  ^ 

Ho  JbPfci4ta<.^  ©rfi  T#KO 

httn  \^miv>  at 

*bo/ii?.I  «Htr(,f^ ,,  §ifi*Ris^  ■ ■'  ■ ■ j 

blaiRot^’  toj^E  \ mtlmy^iU^'iimyfi  ■ 

r4>vy  f^di  x' hV«  »•■■ 


hnUM  m 

^^umH:^b4siZ  im  tmii«fo6rff^tfo  ,,l>ii(^ 

. V,:  ' '3  1$^'''""'"  ' -'^  -v  ': 

-'bov.4ai  tife 


'4J4>#0  Ji  bndim  M »Uj1  odV  frj>rl>f  l»im9D 

;'‘‘^dh(sa#'^>«i^^.O  friil  1o  .js' 

-'  ■ 4l^7?b^-jjoji'  A ‘ 

J>i>«  1Oi3'JO’<fO0 

:•_  ^0  'N*yi«<!F»^l- 

0wiw 

,|3oa)-<<‘i#H-:«j|/O'«V\’fi0^i(nn  '»v«Kry^'  t«t*4  -j*^*  .ht^p'W!  i'^'**'4'|"‘.  ’^'“•■si:-; 

. a^.,4wa  HA  tk ' 

,d,r.f..,(^j  ,»»w«®r-.s^piCJw  »#:.^i«r  f>.ib:m«» 

ntwtom  ,nH»r»U  hmiS  fe.l«(Kj»S«,!>:,4^  - ‘ 

..  %n 

“■'*'  ■'■  . . L ■■v:t- . li^y.  boaintTf  a/iiHfcot 


522 


HISTORY  OF  JLIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


made  bj  tbe  use  of  them  in  tbe  great  victory  of  General  Wayne.  This 
manifestation  of  an  intention  to  introduce  them  into  Southern  warfare^ 
together  with  the  mission  of  peace  and  peace-talks  of  General  Koberison  ' 
in  May,  had  much  influence  in  arresting  the  savage  warfare. 

About  the  same  period  when  General  Ilobertson  visited  the  Chickasaws 
to  promote  peace  with  the  Cherokees,  Governor  Gayoso  likewise  visited 
them  and  urged  peace  with  all  Indian  nations.  A Chickasaw  assembly 
or  council  was  held  and  an  address  agreed  upon  to  be  sent  to  the  Creeks. 
This  was  made  known,  and  in  order  that  Gayoso  might  add  the  weight 
of  his  name  to  it,  a copy  was  sent  to  him  on  the  13th  of  June.  On  the 
27th  of  July  the  Creeks  returned  a favorable  answer : ^AVe  have  smoked 
your  tobacco  in  token  of  peace;  we  desire  to  bury  the  war-hatchet  for 
ever;  let  war  cease  among  the  red  men.  As  a proof  of  friendship,  do 
you  deliver  to  General  Ilobertson  all  Creek  prisoners,  and  restrain  your 
young  men  from  rash  acts.  We  will  do  likewise.’^ 

The  Choctaws  cast  their  influence  in  favor  of  peace,  but  gave  unex- 
pected proof  of  having  been  in  close  alliance  with  and  yet  greatly  under 
the  influence  of  the  Spaniards:  saying,  ‘^The  Spaniards  promise  us 
guns  and  ammunition  to  defend  ourselves.  Our  father.  Governor  Gayoso, 
has  told  us  that  the  Americans  have  sold  us  and  our  lands.  If  so,  let 
U.S  be  all  united,  and  they  cannot  take  them ; but  if  we  kill  each  other, 
who  will  be  left  to  defend  them  ? . . . Send  this  talk  to  your 

brothers,  the  Cherokecs,  that  they  make  peace  also.’’ 

Much  of  the  year  was  em})loyed  in  these  conferences,  talks,  and 
missions ; many  goods  were  distributed.  The  Creeks  dissembled  and 
again  deceived  Governor  Tllount,  as  they  had  done  in  former  years.  So 
did  they  deceive  the  Cnited  kStates  agent,  Mr.  Seagrove.  Governor 
Blount  finally  became  “so  pestered”  by  them,  the  Chickasaws,  and  others, 
that  he  openly  expressed  a wish  ‘^that  he  might  never  see  any  of  them 
again.”  And  yet  he  soon  deemed  it  prudent  to  advise  General  Robertson 
^Go  pester  himself”  in  efforts  to  give  them  satisfaction.  “Give  some 
more  of  them  saddles  and  bridirs  and  scuhllehags  and  doubtless  he 
would  have  added  spurs”  if  there  had  been  a supply  of  such  erpuip- 
rnents.  The  Indians  woiihl  have  highly  prized  these  incentives  to  sj  eed, 
and  have  proudly  fastened  them  to  their  naked  feet,  (as  the  writer  has 
often  witne.ssed.) 

But,  besides  the  attentions  to  be  given  to  the  men  or  warriors.  General 
Robertson  was  requin d to  pay  courtly  attentions  to  Mrs.  General  Colbert, 
to  IMrs.  General  Pioiningo.  and  to  this  and  to  that  squaw-ty/.-e  of  some 
half-breeched  and  blanketed  warrior. 

And  such  a time  as  he  had  of  it  I If  Governor  Blount  became  **  tired 
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and  pestered/’ how  did  General  Itobertson  feel  I He  had  not  cnly  to 
entertain  them  at  his  station,  but  to  accompany  them  or  provide  escorts, 
and  again  and  again  undertake  long  journeys  into  their  nations,  lie 
made  two  such  during  tliis  year. 

He  brought  about  a conference  on  the  10th  of  October  betvreen  the 
chiefs  of  the  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  and  some  of  the  Ofeeks.  Here 
were  preliminary  measures  discussed.  At  a more  general  iiieeting,  on  the 
30th  of  November,  the  terms  of  peace  were  adjusted,  and  then  the  Creeks 
said:  ‘AVe  now  look  to  the  white  people  [meaning  the  Americans]  with 
clear  eyes  and  straight  hearts,  and  wish  for  peace  with  all  mankind.” 
And  thus  hostilities  betvceefi  the  Indians  were  ended. 

On  29th  of  June,  in  tiie  following  year,  a treaty  in  due  form  was  made 
with  the  Creeks  by  the  United  States,  through  the  agcjicy  of  a very  dis- 
tinguished commi,''sion  : Henjamin  Hawkins,  of  North  Carolina,  Oeorge 
Clymer,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Andrew  l^ickens,  of  South  Carolina. 

Here  was  a mauife.^tatlon  on  the  part  of  the  then  Administration  of  as 
much  respect  to  this  Creek  tribe  of  demi-savages  as  was  shown  in  our  nego- 
tiations for  national  iiidcpendence.  This  was  as  formal  a commission  for 
negotiation  as  has  ever  been  adopted  to  treat  with  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  earth.  These  commissioners  were  regularly  nominated  to  the 
Senate,  and  received  confirmation.  Such  h'as  an  exhibition  of  the  re- 
gard paid  by  the  Administration  of  IVhrshington  to  the  treaty-making 
power;  such  the  respect  to  an  Indian  nation  or  tribe,  roving  over  a por- 
tion of  the  unmeasured  forests  of  America.  It  certainly  was  a needless 
delicacy,  a waste  of  ctiipiette  and  diplomacy.  A single  commissioner 
has  often  since  that  day  ma^le  a treaty  with  Indians,  settling  many  dim- 
culties  and  acr^iiiring  territory  of  millions  of  acres.  The  several  missions 
of  General  Robertson  had  prepared  the  way  for  these  three  plenipoten- 
tiaries Qn  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the  Creek  nation. 

We  ha\c  quoted  Haywood’s  remark,  that  Governor  Blount  was  so 
pestered  by  the  visits  of  the  Indians,  that,  losing  hold  of  his  usual  equa- 
nimity, he  sincerely  wUhed  them  all” — away  off  on  their  last  hunting 
excursions. 

He  expected  more  from  General  Robertson  than  he  could  perform  him- 
self. We  have  never  heard  of  such  ‘‘marked”  and  flattering  attentions 
paid  by  him  to  these  nmre  than  half-naked  savages,  as  were  sometimes 
given  by  General  Robertson,  to  tame  their  savage  natures  and  secure 
their  good  will.  They  uniformly  ealhal  him  a ‘‘  good  man  ;”  and  such  a 
scene  as  was  exhibited  at  the  hot  Chickasaw  visit  to  tlie  General,  might 
well  employ  the  .skill  of  a Hogarth. 

Beneath  the  lofty  and  beautiful  maples  which  surrounded  General 
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Robertson’s  Station,  niignt  be  seen  a variety  of  the  copper-colored  race, 
mostly  crouched  upon  the  ground.  The  best  dressed  of  the  females  have 
a sack,  (not  overly  long,)  yet  long  enough  to  hide  the  strip  of  ‘‘stroud’’ 
or  baize  around  the  waist  and  liips ; with  moccasins  and  leggins,  orna- 
mented by  beads  and  tinkling-  bells;  and  across  the  shoulders  a dirty 
blanket.  The  hair  is  braided  and  luuigs  down  like  a mandari-n’s. 

Such  was  the  attire  of  Jacsie  .Moniac,  the  wife  of  “General  Colbert.'’^ 
She  had  around  her  a full  representation  of  the  half-breed  “General" — 
the  parent’s  “ sniall-urms.”  Near  by  sat  31ollc-tulla,  the  tall  wife  of  the 
Mountain  Leader,  “Captain  I’iomingo,”  vdiom  General  Robertson  h-ad 
instructions  to  equip  with  clothing  and  ornaments.  There  were  others, 
“the  better  halves”  of  chiefs  and  warriors  of  great  pretensions  and  little 
worth. 

If  we  could  transfer  another  group  of  Creeks,  and  stand  or  seat  them 
not  afar  ofi’,  and  such  as  General  Robertson  not  long  before  entertained, 
we  should  see  the  partner  of  the  Mad-Dog  and  “'her  whelps;”  the  Tur- 
key and  her  brood  ; the  Ilanging-Maw,  and  all  that  set  of  gourmands. 

And  now,  with  all  this  crew,  unwashed,  uncombed,  unclouted,  and — 
unhung,  seated  or  moving  around  that  tall  and  sedate  person,  mark 
how  he  pats  their  heads,  and  smiles  at  their  recognition.  Who  else  but 
General  Robertson  would  pause  in  such  a group,  and,  dipping  his  huger 
in  the  vermilion  which  the  squaw  held  in  one  hand,  and  the  black  paint 
in  the  box,  would  give  to  the  faces  of  these  not  naturally  ill-l<x)king 
urchins  the  wrinkled  ap])earance  of  a monkey,  the  head  of  a eat,  of  the 
wily  fox,  or  sly  raccoon  I Rut  to  have  the  lines  of  such  a hetid  or  face 
drawn  upon  the  breast  or  stomach,  and  a tail  traced  on  the  back,  as  if  it 
belonged  there — such  limning  highly  gratified  these  children  of  the  wools 
and  their  parents.  This  rude  and  nude  painting  was  regarded  by  them 
as  “the  perfection  of  art.” 

General  Robertson  is  again  greatly  annoyed  by  Pitchlyn,  a Choctaw 
chief,  who  had  quartered  on  him,  accompanied  by  fift}"  of  his  dirty*  pe<>ple  ; 
and  he  came  with  a dc.''ire  to  obtain  permission  and  means  to  travel  on  to 
Philadelphia  to  “see  the  President.” 

People  in  our  day  have  been  and  are  “beset  to  visit  the  gold  diggings,” 
or  to  see  “ the  elephant”  somevhpre,  and  will  abandon  homes  and  com- 
forts to  gratify  this  auri  .<nrra  or  this  “furor  for  sights;”  and 

surely  we  need  not  express  surpri.<e  that  a similar  rage  prevailed  among 


^•We  make  this  remark  with  a hnowletlge  of  its  truth.  The  Choctaw?  area 
dirty  race;  there  are  no  exceptions,  but  such  as  have  been  produced  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Missionaries. 
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the  savages  to  see  ‘‘their  Great  Father,  the  President/’  and  the  “seat  of 
his  power. It  was  “suinetliing”  to  see  General  Robertson  ; but  this  only 
increased  the  desire  to  see  one  w.hom  he  and'  Governor  Blount,  and  all 
Americans,  acknowledged  to  be  “The  Great  Medal  Chief,”  and  Head 
of  all  these  United  States. 

Pitchlyn  insisted  upon  perniission  to  make  the  visit,  and  to  take  a 
suitable  escort  of  his  breeched  and  blanketed  crew.  General  Robertson 
started -a  “trotter”  to  Knoxville  with  a letter  to  the  Governor,  informing 
him  of  the  presence  of  these  Indians  at  his  residence,  and  of  their  wishes. 
To  this  the  Governor  replies  by  letter  of  24th  August,  urging  the  Gen- 
eral “ by  no  means  to  let  them  proceed.  The  expense  w ill  be  large,  and 
the  use  and  benefit  nothing.” 

It  required  no  little  artifice  and  influence  on  the  part  of  General 
Robertson  to  di.ssuade  Pitchlyn  and  his  party  from  continuing  their  jour- 
ney. He  made  them  such  presents  as  he  and  a few  citizens  could  spare, 
and  to  these  were  added  some  articles  from  the  public  stores.  With 
these  and  other  persuasives  he  succeeded,  much  to  his  owm  and  the 
Governor’s  gratification. 

We  believe  that  by  the  hands  of  Pitchlyn,  the  ^fountain  Leader  for- 
warded to  General  Robertson  a letter  wUich  he  had  received  from  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso,  dated  July  10th.  Iflomingo  had  visited  the  President  in 
the  previous  summer,  received  pledges  of  friendship  from  the  head  of 
the  Government,  attention  from  heads  of  the  departments,  was  “A5xU- 
C7i-e”ized,  or,  as  we  say,  Lionizetl,  made  a big  man  of,  clothed,  dubbed 
with  a title,  loaded  with  presents,  and  sent  on  his  way  to  his  nation  a 
gratified  Indian;  but  to  excite  the  jealousy  and  stir  up  the  ambition  of 
others. 

Soon  after  Piomingo  had  returned.  Bill  Colbert  insisted  that  it  w*as 
time  for  him  to  see  the  President;  that  he  was  of  as  much  consequence 
among  the  Choctaws  as  Piomingo  was  among  the  Chickasaws. 

Colbert  had  already  received  a commission  as  an  officer  in  the  army. 
He  strutted  in  regimentals,  wore  epaulettes  and  a sword.  We  believe 
these  were  conferred  on  or  promised  to  him  when  at  Nashville,  in  1792  ; 
but  he  had  not  been  e.scorted  to  Philadelphia — he  had  not  shaken  hands 
with  Washington.  He  now  comes  to  General  Robertson’s:  notice  is  sent 
on  to  the  Governor  that  nothing  less  than  a visit  to  him  at  Knoxville  will 
satisfy  this  old  “/)yr/Vc”*  of  the  river  Tennessee,  (the  heail  of  “Colbert’s 


* Whether  this  spelliriji  was  intentional,  or  from  ignorance  or  carelessness,  it 
describes  the  man — a half-breed,  in  bioks  and  smell,  “a  combination  of  sulphur 
and  copper,  presenting  a yellowish  linstre,”  with  all  the  impudence  of  a bad  white 
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gang/’)  The  avant  courier'  having  thus  forewarned  the  Governor,  he 
was  forearmed.  He  gave  him  a formal  reception  on  a set  day” — made 
him  a speech,  and  listened  to  a talk”  in  reply. 

One  of  the  best  things  he  said  to  the  Governor  was  : “In  your  talk, 
delivered  to  us  at  Nash\  ille,  in  the  summer  of  1792,  you  said  Chucraw 
and  Chickasaw  blood,  and  your  blood,  (American  blood,)  is  the  same. 
You  want  tyke;  you  get  him.  IMe  want  tyke;  me  get  him.  All  same 
blood  !”  Id  esf : Each  of  them  had  his  own  wife,  but  “the  same  blood” 
made  nearly  related.  “ Indeed,”  he  added,  “ we  are  brothers,  and  must 
assist  each  other.  I am  a Avarrior,  and  entitled  to  speak  : Chiekasaws 
fight  Creeks  for  Robertson  people.”  He  praised  the  Chiekasaws  for  what 
they  did  in  their  war  Avitli  the  Creeks,  and  especially  because  that  Avar- 
fare  contributed  to  the  (|uiet  and  safety  of  the  Robertson  settlements. 

Nothing  the  Governor  could  say  or  venture  to  promise  would  satisfy 
him  : he  must,  he  would,  and  he  did,  visit  the  President. 

At  the  beginning  of  September,  General  Robertson  received  messages 
from  Piomingo,  expressive  of  anxiety  at  the  threatened  invasion  by  the 
Creeks,  and  that  his  people  were  not  properly  provided  to  resist  the  enemy. 

General  Robertson  in  person  visited  the  nation.  He  met  Piomingo  at 
Log-town.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  efforts  to  establish  peace  between 
the  Creeks  and  ChickasaAvs.  The  Creeks  expressed  such  regard  to 
him  and  his  wishes,  and  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  that  their  chiefs 
forbade  the  young  Avarriors  to  make  any  attack  upon  the  Chiekasaws  during 
his  visit.  Yet  some  of  them  were  so  incensed  at  the  grossly  insulting 
language  used  toward  them  by  the  Chiekasaws,  (when  speaking  of  their 
grand  invasion,  and  killing  tAA'o  women,  then  flying  in  trepidation.)  that 
conflicts  were  repeatedly  at  the  point  of  occurring. 

The  Chiekasaws  called  the  Creeks,  “ Nockiny-ho-bocks  not  meri — the 
meanest  sort  of  women.  This  was  “ an  offence,  to  be  washed  out  with 
blood.” 

About  the  middle  of  the  month.  General  Robertson  returned  to  his 
house,  and  had  been  there  but  a short  time  when  he  received  a letter 
from  Piomingo,  (written  by  his  Avhite  secretary,)  giving  an  account  of  an 
affair  which  had  taken  place  soon  after  the  General’s  departure. 

“About  a thousand  Creeks  came  to  destroy  the  Ciiickasaw  nation. 
They  had  some  white  people  with  them  ; they  came  with  drums,  and  had 
ammunition,  and  preparations  to  make  a siege  and  capture  of  Log-town, 
and  of  other  places.  A giaait  many  eamc  on  horseback.  The  Clileka- 
saAv  warriors  of  Pig-toAvn  fell  on  them,  put  them  to  rout,  pursued  them 
about  five  miles,  took  all  their  baggage  and  clothing — except  their  jiap-'i — 
the  only  clothing  they  had  on  when  they  began  the  attack  I 
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“•The  bagcrage  consisted  of  their  blankets^  leggins,  and  other  articles — 
except  their  flap?, — their  amiimnitioii,  kettles,  and  their  provisions.’'  He 
is  careful  to  repeat  all  except  their  flaps/’  proving  the  rout. 

The  Chickasaw  loss  was  six  men  and  one  w'oman  killed.  Twenty- 
six  Creek  men  vverc  found  killed,  and  many  more  must  have  been 
wounded. 

After  this  defeat,  General  Robertson  said  to  the  Chickasaws : ••  You 
now  can  propose  to  them  terms  of  peace.”  This  was  done ; and  it  was 
agTeed  to  refer  questions  arising  upon  an  exchange  of  prisoners  to  Gov- 
ernor Blount.  And  thus  the  measures  for  a general  peace  seemed  to  be 
progi'essing  satisfactorily. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  a wagon-road  was  opened  from  Knoxville 
to  Nashville,  direct,  so  that  loaded  wagons  could  pass;  and  the  number 
of  emigrants  became  like  a constant  stream.  Such  use  of  the  road,  and 
the  hauling  of  goods  thereon,  soon  made  it  a good  thoroughfare.  So  great 
was  the  increase  of  population,  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
confidently  expected  that  the  new"  census  would  show  a population  of  at 
least  sixty  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  Territory.  They  came  from  the 
Carolinas,  from  Georgia,  Virginia,  ^Maryland,  and  from  other  Atlantic 
States.  Although  thousands  stopped  along  the  Ilolston,  French  Broad,  the 
Clinch,  and  Upper  Tennessee,  and  some  tarried  by  the  way  in  the  moun- 
tains, yet  the  great  ambition  was  to  reach  this  ultima  tliule — these  rich 
lands  on  the  Cumberland,  with  liopes  of  early  purchases  of  Indian  titles 
to  all  the  region  to  the  Tennessee  River. 

Money  had  been  placed  in  tlie  hands  of  the  disbursing  agent,  to 
settle  for  military  services.  Being  clothed  with  a little  brief  authority, 
Colonel seemed  fearful  his  dignity  would  not  be  suitably  recog- 

nized if  he  should  accept  advice  from  General  Robertson,  or  even  infor- 
mation, which  any  gentleman  would  have  first  sought  of  him  in  prefer- 
ence of  all  other  persons.  But  the  Colonel  took  it.  into  his  head — as  tar 
as  it  would  admit  any  idea  with  safety — that  forged  testimonials  or  cer- 
tificates wmuld  surely  be  presented  to  him;  therefore,  out  of  abundant 
caution,  he  made  his  election  (d‘  persons  entitled;  and  because  General 
Robertson  remonstrated,  or,  perhaps,  plainly  censured  and  ridiculed  liis 
conduct,  he  was  informed  that  ‘*no  money  w'as  retained  for  his  services!” 
Judge  Haywood  says,  “Suggestions  were  afterwards  made,  that  everybody 
was  paid  except  General  Robertson,  but  that  no  moneys  were  retained  for 
the  satisfimtion  of  his  services.” 

In  a letter  from  Governor  Blount  to  (general  Robeifson,  date<l  August 
1,  ITO*"),  he  says  : *•  I’he  agent,  since  your  departure,  has  pai>l  all  officers 
in  the  Indian  department  their  salaries  for  the  two  first  (puirters  of  the 


4 


,'El  . .* 


T28 


S«.*8f*’V.K3,»  X*,<>4r  no  /^OThTSt 


m 


tau  'hq 


^,bfn«  WiP  bn* 

' . . A J-1..  .IJI  . HI-’.*  rti  iiAti'no.i 


■,^»o,  ».li,sni--uiq  »‘Jt:»a  #!mJ/..''1'''''«  ««  '•  '“1** 

.XSm^i  .isllirf  ..fUnOT 

rr'Cid  mm„  maat  ^ > 

mtl  >•  S «<»*8J!«pi’it»  oiti  ®4;-  )S^  P#'i<4‘3'3  V^A.  ^ ■ 

artf  ii-  fcj«  :«flob  «>■»  «>At  '-Wilftii 'i«  <*ai«  cmds  itJ  SB<»qpiq,fl»o,?oa  , 
ttd  <jl  b»«t«a  n 

V;;^  , a 


b’*S, 


m 


.r- 


st(h)0>»3  n»mT;  b»fl*?9  MW  v^ammjii  # 

bn®  { «8®q  f.I»W4!»«».r»  tobf '« ,>#  ^“"iX  n ’ 

ba«>-««  sHl  1o  ,6«« 

» ' . . » , if^  , ,l'l.  ♦ i>ivW'tirii  lA  nX'nrli/j&lt  I^UJ 


ijioili  oS’  fe  rf^to.aip) 

«V«  4i '»89't  »'■*)  'lO  |K»  ¥f  .' 


.,  ■ oftaubA  19\I}P  MWil  to 

.<0»«ia  ■9dJr#:»t%A.»wb 

4«&v  t*w  mnirnf  togga  0«  ; 1 


dt>n  r/,f»»d.t’-*w^!»V''A'^ 

.v.'l  ■•  -i. 

,7riT0««®  -bad  MJ.H«if«W.fedJnb.5Sni^  Ipfjy 

W « ,piW4,  tef#>  «wi:.r.!ri,»  llupd®  od  « be^ 

-,n->T0  eW.v>miJ*<)J  .fer#  4M*.«pbU 

«*jV  Wl 


.-f  ...:4  1/^-' 


.sisA*'#  *V^:fy'^^k. 


628 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


present  year.  . . . His  refusing  to  pay  you,  and  paying  others  under 

similar  circumstances,  accords  well  with  his  regular  system  of  inconsist- 
encies I” 

It  is  proper  to  mention  this  witliholding  of  pay  from  General  Hobert- 
son  as  something  intended  as  a petty  annoyance;  but  the  name  of 
the  man  who  did  it  cannot  appear  on  these  pages  other  than  as  OJ.ond 
Blank.  “The  Coloner’  hud  to  “backwater,”  and  General  Piobertson 
W’as  paid,  without  having  to  accept  it  through  such  an  agency. 

Upon  this  affair.  Judge  Haywood  makes  this  sounding  figurative  re- 
mark : “ He  who  knows  that  tlie  town-bell  will  ring,  even  upon  suspicion 
of  his  motives,  will  take  care  not  to  give  cause  for  alarm  by  his  conduct.’' 

Colonel perhaps  had  not  such  prudence.  The  bell  rang,  when 

no  one  wms  known  to  have  pulled  the  rope. 

“'At  the  close  of  this  eventful  year,  the  Spaniards  had  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  people  of  this  Territory.  Their  limits  on  our  borders  were 
fixed;  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  wms  yielded  to  the  United 
States  ; the  northern  and  southern  Indians  had  suspended  their  incur- 
sions ; emigration  flowed  in  full  tide  upon  the  country ; the  people  were 
about  to  make  for  themselves  a new  constitution,  and  to  assume  the  rank 
of  an  independent  State. 

“ James  Robertson,  the  first  settler,  both  of  East  and  West  Tennessee, 
and  the  political  father  of  the  latter,  who  had  shared  in  all  the  dangers 
and  sufierings  of  the  fii^t  settlers,  still  lived,  and  saw  the  country  which 
he  had  fostered  with  so  much  care,  smiling  for  the  blessings  it  enjoyed, 
and  for  the  still  greater  blessings  which  Providence  seemed  to  have  in 
store.” — Haywood. 
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In  the  preparation  of  measures  for  the  organization  of  a State,  General 
Kohertson  was  often  consulted.  He  was  urged  to  attend  the  meetings 
of  the  Assembly,  at  Knoxville,  as  a member  or  adviser.  Governor 
Blount  addressed  him  to  come : The  public  interests,  and  your  own 

and  my  interests,  require  that  you  and  I,  and  other  public  men,  should 
meet  and  consult  together.  Come  on  to  Knoxville. 

trust,  sir,  this  infant  country,  particularly  the  people  of  Hero  Dis- 
trict, of  which  you  may  be  said  to  be  the  political  father,  will  long  retain 
a grateful  sense  of  your  services.” 

As  Judge  Haywood  says,  using  a very  expressive  word,  ^Gllthough 
the  Nickojack  Expedition  had  actually  put  an  end  to  the  Cherokee  War, 
yet  the  Secretary  (Pickering)  continued  so  to  snarl  about  it,  that  the 
General  sent  in  his  re.signation,”  to  take  effect,  as  has  been  stated  in  the 
last  chapter,  on  15th  of  August,  1795.  Although  he  now  desires  no 
longer  to  be  regarded  as  in  commission  as  Brigadier-General,  he  is  still 
willing  to  act  as  Indian  Agent. 

O ’ 

He  could  well  say,  and  it  is  a just  sentiment,  that  he  never  claimed 
perfection  or  preeminence  for  any  of  his  acts;  he  sought  only  the  per- 
fection of  good  or  best  endeavors.” 

Angels  who  have  kep<t  their  first  estate  have  never  rendered  better 
service  than  that:  the  perfection  of  best  endeavors;  the  best  endeavors 
of  the  best  affections  ; the  entire  consecration  of  their  highest  powers. 

In  the  winter  of  this  year  the  Chickasaws  were  so  destitute  of  food  that 
they  sent  most  urgent  supplications  to  General  Bobertson  and  Governor 
Blount  for  corn.  The  Governor  writes  to  General  Robertson  : “ If  com 
is  not  supplied,  the  women  and  children  may  starve  to  death.” 

Such  calls  were  never  heard  and  disregarded  by  General  Robert^n. 
The  corn  and  some  salt  were  forwarded  to  them. 

The  General  continued  to  have  his  hands  full  of  public  affairs,  and  the 
business  he  had  to  transact  of  a more  private  nature  was  most  astoui>h- 
ing.  A large  amount  of  land  papers  had  been  intrusted  to  him.  He 
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was  called  upon  to  have  warrants  laid,  lands  surveyed,  to  give  descrip- 
tions of  the  lands,  and  to  reply  to  a thousand  questions  propounded  by 
persons  at  a distance,  many  of  whom  were  very  desirous  that  the  General 
and  the  people  of  3Iero  should  give  the  Indians  ‘^a  sound  drubbiner,’^ 
and  thus  secure  a peace,  and  then  they  'would  hasten  out  to  occupy  and 
improve  their  lands,  ^Gand  enjoy  peaceful  homes 

These  people  thought  not  hovr  such  letters  sounded  to  the  ears  of  these 
old  warriors.  But  the  work  was  done  for  them.  And  then  they  came, 
peaceable,  industrious,  good  citizens;  glad  that  the  savages  were  ichipjped 
heforc  they  came. 

T\"e  have  sometimes  been  amused  in  the  perusal  of  old  letters  and  docu- 
ments, written  by  persons  who  could  not  conceive  of  or  appreciate  the 
labors  and  perplexities  of  those  to  whom  they  addressed  themselves. 

Governor  Blount  never  “rested  upon  a bed  of  roses,’'  as  Haywood  has 
well  said ; and  General  Robertson  more  frequently  had  no  bed  at  all,  or 
it  was  one  so  exposed  that  to  attempt  to  seek  rest  thereon,  was  at  the  peril 
of  life.  As  to  “taking  rest  in  sleep,"  seldom  was  it  possible,  unless 
“with  one  eye  open" — a good  sentinel  at  the  bedside. 

He  was  “pestered"  by  our  good  friends,  brothers,  and  allies,  the  savages ; 
he  was  pestered  by  our  “treaty  friends,"  the  Spaniards;  he  was  pestered 
by  others,  who  thought  it  not.  Governor  Blount  made  the  same  com- 
plaint, and  the  high  officials  at  Philadelphia  made  most  laughable  and 
ridiculous  lamentations  of  being  “pestered"  there  too,  by  these  same 
“ teasers  and  blood-suckers." 

A letter  from  Pickering,  Secretary  of  "War,  says:  “Six  Indians, 
Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  have  strolled  to  Philadelphia  without  an  in- 
terpreter or  guide.  We  cannot  tell  the  object  of  their  journey,  except 
that  they  might  expect  to  be  clothed,  and  to  receive  presents.  They  have 
been  clothed,  and  each  furnished  with  a rifle-gun  and  accoutrements,  and 
sent  home  with  a guide.  Do  keep  them  at  home !" 

If  in  Philadelphia  they  were  worried  by  the  presence  of  six  Indians, 
who  had  strolled  there,  how  would  they  have  survived  the  presence  of 
sixty  or  six  hundred,  and  these  to  be  squatted  on  the  ground  at  their 
very  door  for  weeks  ? 

They  could  not  “ stand  it"  at  Philadelphia,  and  therefore  a circular  was 
addressed  to  Indian  agents  to  “ keep  them  in  the  nation;  don't  let  them 
come  on  here,  unless  in  very  small  deputations,  and  these  to  be  only  of 
the  principal  chiefs,  and  most  influential  of  their  nation." 

They  continued  to  annoy  ('Tciieral  Robertson  and  Governor  Blount  with 
their  applications  for  leave  to  visit  the  President,  all  at  tlie  expon.se  of 
the  Government. 
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In  April  General  Ilobertsou  was  instructed  to  inform  the  Creeks; 
Cherokees,  and  Choctaws,  that  they  might  visit  the  President  in  the  au- 
tumn, and  to  inform  Piouiingo,  and  other  chiefs  of  his  nation,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  come  on  at  the  same  time.  The  President  desired  to  have 
them  all  there  at  tlie  same  conference,  to  settle  all  matters  of  difiiculty. 

Many  communications  were  made  to  General  Robertson  by  tlie  chiefs 
and  their  people  relative  to  stolen  horses,  which  they  had  promised  to 
have  delivered.  Prequent  excuses,  however,  were  made  for  non-com- 
pliance or  delays.  These  matters  were  very  troublesome  indeed,  but 
patience,  with  General  Robertson,  was  a virtue  that  had  astonishing  en- 
durance. 

The  Chickasaws  had  become  restive  at  the  continuance  of  the  Spanish 
fort.  In  April  preparations  were  made  to  dismantle  and  destroy  it. 

Rut  we  must  notice  the  change  in  the  form  of  Government — the  tran- 
sition from  a Territory  to  a State. 

Under  the  influence  of  Governor  Blount,  and  General  Sevier  and  his 
Captains,’^  (all  strong  advocates  fur  a State,'')  the  preliminar}^  measures 
were  taken,  and  they  finally  “ had  it  all  their  own  way.^^ 

An  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  was  taken  in  the  fall  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  in  pursuance  of  ^*An  Act  of  11th  July.^b  The  total  was  seventy- 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three,  including  ten  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirteen  slaves.  The  returns  from  the  Cumberland  counties 
were  as  follows : 

Davidson  county.^ — Free  white  males,  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  in- 
cluding heads  of  fiimilies,  728  ; free  white  males  under  sixteen,  695; 
free  white  females,  including  heads  of  families,  1192;  all  other  free 


* For  the  benefit  of  the  “dear  peopl^,”  and  of  the  “poorly  paid  officers”  of  the 
present  day,  we  furnish  ihe  compensation  received  by  the  three  Sheriffs,  N.  P. 
Hardeman,  Reuben  Cage,  and  J.  B.  Neville,  for  taking  the  census  of  their  respective 
counties. 

Davidson  county — population,  .3013;  compensation,  $18,061.  Sumner  county — 
population,  6370;  compen'^ation,  $31.85.  Tennessee  county — population,  1041; 
compensation,  $0.70.1.  Eighteen  dollars  and  six  and  one-half  cents  for  enumerat- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Davidson  county. 

And  they  were  men  “content  with  their  wages,”  not  “concocting  schemes 
whereby  to  rob  tlie  treasury  of  county  or  State !” 

And  we  furni-^h  herewith  an  exact  copy  of  a v:arranf,  with  its  guarantees  of 
correct ne.s.s,  and  call  the  attention  of  public  men  to  its  formalities,  assuring  them 
that  it  is  written  in  tlie  large  boM  hand  of  Governor  Blount.  Very  few  of  them 
were  printed.  The  one  which  we  copy  is  written  upon  a lialf-shoet  of  co.arse 
strong  paper,  (but  such  as  the  Blounts  commonly  used  for  letter  and  business  pur- 
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persons,  6 ; skives,  992  ; total  amount,  3613  ; for  State,  yeas,  96 ; against 
State,  nays,  517. 

Sumner  county. — Free  wliite  males,  sixteen  years  and  upwards,  includ- 
ing heads  of  families,  1382  ; free  white  males  under  sixteen,  1595  : free 
white  females,  including  heads  of  families,  2316  ’ all  other  free  persons, 
1;  slaves,  1076;  total  amount,  6370.  No  vote  cast  for  or  against  State. 

Tennessee  county. — Free  wliite  males,  sixteen  years  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  families,  3S0 ; free  white  males,  under  sixteen,  444; 
free  white  females,  including  heads  of  families,  700;  all  other  free  per- 
sons, 19 ; slaves,  398 ; total  amount,  1941 ; for  State,  yeas,  58 ; against 
State,  nays,  231. 

The  returns  from  the  eight  counties  in  East  Tennessee,  together  with 
the  votes  in  3Iero,  exhibit  a strong  vote  against  the  formation  of  a State 
Government.  In  Sumner  county  this  question  was  not  voted  upon,  or 
doubtless  we  should  have  liad  an  expression  equally  as  unfavorable  as  was 
that  in  the  two  adjoining  counties. 

In  Pavidson  and  Tennc.^sce  the  vote  was  as  four  to  one,  there  being  hut 
ninety-six  in  Pavidson  and  tift^'-eight  in  Tenne.ssee  counties  voting  ••for 
a State. 

On  2Sth  November,  1795,  Governor  Blount  issued  his  proclamation 
for  an  election  to  bo  held  in  each  county  on  18th  and  19th  days  of 
Pecember,  for  members  of  Convention  to  adopt  a Constitution  and  per- 
manent form  of  govi'rnmcut.  The  elections  were  held,  and  the  Conven- 
tion assembled  at  Knoxville  on  11th  day  of  January,  1796. 


po-ses,)  fourteen  inches  lowj  and  nine  inches  wide,  and  the  writing  covers  nearly  the 
entire  of  one  side. 

(SE.\L.) 

William  Blount,  Governor  i.v  and  over  the  Territory  of  the  United  States 
OF  Americ.v  south  of  the  River  Ohio. 

To  Howell  Tatom,  Esquire,  Treasurer  for  the  District  of  Mero : 

Pay  to  Nicholas  Perkins  Hanlenian,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  Davidson  county,  eigh- 
teen dollars  six  and  one-lialf  cents,  being  the  sum  allowed  him  by  law  for  taking 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county,  the  number  being  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirteen,  for  which  tliis  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Knoxville,  this  4th  day  of  December,  170-5. 

By  the  Governor:  Wm.  Blount. 

Willie  Blount, 

Pro.  Secretary.  (Endorsed,) 

“ Received,  January  Sth,  1796, 

of  Howell  Tatom,  Treasurer,  the  full  amount  of  the  witliiii  warrant. 

‘‘N.  P.  Hardeman.” 
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The  members  from  Cumberland  were  : 

■ From  l)aYidsoii  County — Jolm  ^[eXairy,  Andrew  Jackson^  James 
llobertson,  Thomas  Hardeman,  and  Joel  Lewis. 

From  Sumner  County — David  Shelby,  Isaac  Walton,  Wm.  Douglass, 
Edward  Douglass,  and  Daniel  Smith. 

From  Tennessee  County — Thomas  Johnston,  James  Fort,'  William 
Fort,  Robert  Prinee,  and  William  I'rince. 

In  the.  Convention,  General  Robertson  moved  the  appointment  of  two 
members  from  each  county  to  draft  a Constitution  : 31cXairy  and  Jackson 
from  Davidson,  Shelby  and  Smith  from  Sumner,  and  Johnston  and  Fort 
from  Tennessee,  were  on  that  Committee.  General  Smith  of  Sumner 
reported  the  Rill  of  Rights;  this  was  duly  considered  in  committee  of 
the  whole.  General  Robertson  being  in  the  chair;  and  on  the  6th  of 
February  ‘Hhe  engrossed  copy  of  the  Constitution  wms  read  and  passed 
unanimously.'’^ 

They  did  not  hiil  to  give  an  expression  of  their  opinions  relative  to 
one  of  the  questions  which  had  so  long  and  so  greatly  excited  the  western 
people.  The  29th  section  of  the  Ril!  of  Rights  is  as  follows  : ^‘That  an 
equal  participation  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  ^Mississippi,  is  one  of 
the  inherent  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  State;  it  cannot,  therefore, 
be  conceded  to  any  prince,  potentate,  power,  person,  or  persons,  whatever.’’ 

The  suggestion  had  often  been  made  prior  to  the  Convention,  that 
some  euphonious  Imlian  name  should  be  adopted  for  the  State,  such  as 
Sewanee  or  Tennessee.  The  latter  was  preferred,  and  adopted  without 
opposition.  Tenne.ssee  county  yielded  her  sweet-sounding  name  to  the 
State. 

The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  was  opened  on  the  30th  of  March, 
and  proceeded  to  business;  John  Sevier  being  Governor.  Howell  Tatom 
was  elected  Attorney-I  leneral  for  the  District  of  Mero.  At  this  first 
session  Tennes.see  cuiinty  was  divided  into  the  counties  of  Montgomery 
and  RoberUon.^ 

It  is  suitable  to  give  here  the  summary  of  the  character  and  services 
of  General  Robertson  in  the  language  of  Willie  Rlount,  who  knew  him 
intimately  and  loved  and  honored  him  sincerely : He  treated  the 

Indians,  wdien  known  enemies,  as  the  enemies  of  liis  country;  when 

* Rnhertsim  county  is  boundc'J  nortli  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  east  by  Sumner 
county,  south  by  Davidson,  ami  we><t  by  ^Montgomery  counties.  It  is  about  forty 
miles  long  from  norr!i-e:ist  to  south-west,  with  a mean  width  ('f  sixteen  miles.  It 
is  watero'l  by  lied  Hirer  on  the  noith-wt-;t  and  by  the  Cumberland  on  the  south, 
and  Sulphur  Fork  in  the  middle.  Sulphur  Fork  Hows  by  Sprinjjif'b.L  the  county- 
seat. 
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known  friends  of  peacc^  as  its  friends.  His  fellow-men  he  treated  as 
such,  according  to  known  merit:  for  the  errors  of  the  misguided  he 
exercised  charity  to  a proper  extent;  those  hardened  in  vice,  he  let  the 
law  punish.  He  practiced  Tirtiie,  and  encouraged  it  in  others ; vice  he 
discountenanced,  by  precept  and  example.  His  house,  and  all  he  had, 
were  opened  freely  to  the  distressed  of  every  condition.  ■ He  loved  hLs 
friends,  and  he  held  his  enemies  at  defiance. 

“To  his  wife  he  was  indebted  for  a knowledge  of  the  alphabet,  and  for 
instruction  hoiv  to  read  and  write.  To  his  Creator  he  was  indebted  for 
rich  mental  endowments ; to  liimself,  for  mental  improvement.  To  his 
God  was  he  indebted  for  that  firmness  and  indomitable  courage  v^hich 
the  circumstances  that  surrounded  him  called  so  constantly  into  exer- 
cise.^^ 

The  incidents  of  his  life  detailed  in  our  narrative  are  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish him  as  an  extraordinary  man,  both  in  private  and  public  life. 
In  every  position  which  he  occupied,  civil,  political,  diplomatic,  military, 
he  proved  himself  erpial  to  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion — honorable 
and  serviceable  in  the  duties  of  the  trust  conferred  upon  him.  He  failed 
in  nope.  In  ten  thousand  instances  in  his  private  capacity  did  he  give 
counsel,  aid,  and  hospitality,  without  other  compensation  than  such  as  his 
kind  heart  and  great  soul  could  both  suggest,  originate,  and  appreciate. 
It  was  a happiness  and  a habit  with  him  to  do  good;  and  it  veas  not 
only  the  savages  who  so  often  called  him  a good  mau,'^  but  such  was 
the  judgment  of  his  fellow-men. 

Eamsay  in  his  Annals  justly  says  of  him : detail  of  his  acts  in 

behalf  of  his  country,  and  an  enumeration  of  his  sufferings,  by  personal 
exposure,  in  the  wilderness,  in  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  besieged  fort 
and  the  assaulted  station,  in  lo.=:ses  of  relatives  and  of  private  property, 
icouhl  Jill  a volume.  He  was  faithful  to  his  God,  his  country,  and  his 
fellow-men.  The  memory  of  no  one  is  held  in  greater  esteem  and  vene- 
ration than  that  of  James  Robertson.^' 

As  we  have  a new  county  introduced  this  year,  it  is  proper  to  men- 
tion that  the  Commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  select  a county-seat 
for  Robertson,  w^ere  bVm.  Johnston,  Senr.,  John  Young,  James  Norfleet, 
John  Ronelson,  and  Samuel  Crocket,  and  that  they  selected  the  present 
site  and  location  of  the  pleasant  town  of  SpringJichL  This  was  done 
about  20th  3Iay,  1700. 

bVe  have  already  mentioned  the  death  of  Colonel  John  IMontgomery. 
He  was  a pleasant  gentleman,  and  much  esteemed.  He  w;is  a native 
of  Virginia,  had  been  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  was  such  when , the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
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ratified.  As  we  have  related,  lie  raised  and  commanded  a company  for 
the  Nickojack  expedition.  IT is  life  was  soon  after  taken  by  the  prowling 
savage  foe. 

In  April  the  Legislature  elected  James  ^Yinehester,  Brigadier-General 
in  the  place  of  General  Hobertson. 

In  June  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Linion. 

Congress  assembled  December  5th,  1796,  at  which  Andrew  Jackson 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  scat  as  a Bepreseutative  from 
Tennessee,  being  a resident  of  Davidson  county,  Andrew  Jackson  was 
one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  “Nashville  Bar."'  He  succeeded 
General  Winchester  as  Brigadier-General,  and  continued  on  the  “ascend- 
ing scale’’  to  highest  eminence  and  honor. 

A few  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  town  of  Nashville,  and  one 
small  one  of  brick,  A number  of  brick  chimneys  made  their  appearance 
by  the  outer  walls  of  old  and  new  houses;  and  in  this  year  the  first 
church  was  erected  in  the  town.  It  was  built  on  the  Public  Square,  and 
commonly  known  as  “ the  Methodist  church,”  The  9th  section  of  an 
act  of  1796  recites,  that  “Whereas  the  religious  society  called  3Iethod- 
ists  have  erected  a meeting-house  on  the  Public  Square  in  Nashville,  and 
ought  to  have  the  use  secured  to  them” — the  trustees  of  the  town  are 
directed  “to  execute  a deed  to  five  persons,  to  be  named  by  the  said 
society,  for  the  land  whereon  said  house  stands,  to  include  twenty  feet  on 
each  side  and  end  thereof;  said  house  shali-be  and  remain  to  the  use  of 
said  society,  so  far  only  as  to  give  a right  to  their  ministers  to  preach 
therein,  but  not  to  debar  other  denominations,  unless  when  immediately 
occupied  by  said  society.”  The  title  of  this  property  was  in  reversion  to 
the  trustees  of  the  towm.  The  building  w'as  removed  in  1807  or  ISOS. 

In  this  year  the  State  tax  fur  Davidson  county  amounted  to  one  thou- 
sand and  thirty  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  levied  on  three  hundred  and  hfty- 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres  of  land,  nijie  hundred 
and  four  white  polls,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  blacks,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  town-lots,  twenty-five  stud-horses,  and  three  tables. 

An  old  law  was  in  existence  relating  to  stud-horses,  “to  preserve  and 
improve  the  cross  and  bree<l.” 

Posts  and  horse-racks  were  erected  around  the  court-house  and  jail, 
and  near  “the  stocks.”  The  “stocks”  remained  upon  the  Square  until 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  when  the  “young  Americans” 
made  it  ‘■ascend  to  heaven  in  flume,  leaving  but  coals  and  reshes  to  tell 
where  once  it  stood.’”*' 


* Mr.  Charles  lio-iley  (!iow  living)  says  that,  before  the  stc'ki  were  erected,  a 
dissipated  man,  by  the  name  of  George  Notterfield,  proved  to  be  so  disoiderly, 


» a » t sr,  n a ail « I K »o*T#o  « b,i:b?;- 


W I'’' 


iJi  ittji  ,-<4.  f 7&itl<*®w’  «A.?;'  -bi»ffi[J«c  ’* 


wai&flA  rf'!>i£(w  ^ ,ii"l’$'H^>fritnoi>(j  Ly WwofiS^ 

fa:,v  iKtK./'Hil^  mihiiA  40fihi^i  n §iljt3<|  /jOfe«oaaeX 

l>t>Li#^ii'jji*,  fell'''  &m 

-hmi>>^^'‘-  t>ili  iko  «&  iQibadomW  !jst$n^O 

feuo  foijfi  /4*>fvne«/i  To  trtfeTT  w»\,A  ’.'• 

Tr^\  i^jd[l'‘  tt$^  .fciib  Mo  lo"'  $dS  x4  , , 

•fic- W d'l;6  )ii$,  ij'ffi^::i  y^taoa^^ 

-^rfT$i£fJifi.Hftr  %^4o.jr  ■^#-'- 

•SaA . ;oi(f  ?dwslC''  iti.  di^sTj^  it %$Q{m  irad  ‘^St'^' 


nwt  a$jQ 

M ?ieo  (fdi  <4  ka^,h&£i  jjaao’'  '* 

Xl^iziynium  a^'d‘»  04/^a« 

_.  -.AA.  1 A. 

. . V.  -.*3:75,  .> ''■-  .,,  '■,*  ■<■.?■■ 

-''Tfif 

ham.  ^ 

IfifcluElllif  I 


.§081  TO  T0$i  flr  ljWi>;ji04 

,j^';  ' 


I 


.^flJ*  i»VT0,i^l^|  04  ^ *,P^Ojd-i>4jig 


f[r4.  fetiji  sdloi! 

tmiT 


Jkn 

“TTrrao 


. ..„  , ... 
M:  '&'0#T4^ 


e-xl4  ;fe70T<|aii'^ 


M 


of'  ^:jb>a£i(B<l«f^  4|  »l>iu5: 
'^'^|.« 


,lJt»biK*il>  w-  .MaBmi,.?:  »^j  yd  ,ei,Bi  t>4*i{inib 


MS,  ;..  tn^dlf 


■fe; 


i''i#5 


636 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


The  first  fire^^  occurred  in  Nashville  in  this  year.  The  records  speak 
of  “the  late  fire/’  and  there  are  several  orders  and  notifications  spread 
upon  the  records  in  consequence. 

Before  the  termination  of  the  Territorial  Government,  to  wit,  April 
16th,  1796,  the  County  Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : present, 
James  Eobertson,  Robert  Hays,  John  Gordon,  and  Samuel  Barton.  The 
last  entry  upon  these  records  is  in  these  words : 

“The  Court  appoint  Jolm  Castilion  Guardian  to  Richard  and  John 
Low,  for  the  special  purpose  of  receiving  deed  of  conveyance  from  Gen^ 
James  Robertson  to  .s'^  orphans,  and  to  defend  ag*  all  suits  whatever  that 
may  affect  the  interest  of  said  orphans. 

“Sam'  Banon, 

“ Ja"  Robertson, 
“John  Gordon. 

(“N.  B. — Rob*  Hays  is  wanting.”) 

Here  and  thus  did  James  Rtobcrtson  lay  aside  his  judicial  robe ^ having 
officiated  as  such  from  31ay,  1783,  to  x\pril,  1796.  He  retained  no  com- 
mission as  a General,  none  as  a Justice;  the  duties  of  his  ‘‘temporary 
Indian  agency”  were  about  to  cease;  he  remained  only  as  an  “original 
and  faithful  trustee  of  the  institution  of  learning,  Davidson  Academy,” 
to  31st  31ay,  1805,  when  he  resigned. 

General  Robertson  was  now  a private  citizen,  no  less  beloved  and  hon- 
ored than  when  power  and  office  were  his.  He  had  gathered  honors ; they 
ever  clustered  round  him;  they  sought  to  rest  upon  him,  and  there  they 
never  withered  or  grew  dim.  He  had  lived  long,  very  long,  counting 
the  number  and  the  greatness  of  his  deeds,  and  yet  he  had  a score  of 
years  to  add  to  “ the  days  of  the  years”  through  which  he  had  already 
lived  and  toiled  as  a public  servant.  But  he  was  gratified  to  witness  the 
peace;  the  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  people  around  him,  anil  to 
see  so  many  thousands  of  industrious  and  thrifty  settlers  upon  lands 
whereon  he  had  been  of  the  first  of  the  race  of  white  men  to  tread,  and, 
in  the  subduing  of  which  from  the  roving  savages,  he  had  endured  pri- 
vations, hardships,  and  perils  known  and  suffered  nowhere  else. 


that  the  Court  ordered  the  sheriff  to  fasten  his  feet  between  the  fence-rails,  and 
there  detain  him  until  he  should  bo  sober.  The  fence  was  near  the  court-house, 
and  Xctterfield  contined  to  curse  the  Court  and  throw  stones  at  tlie  court-house. 
“I  saw  him  in  the  act,  and  in  this  poi-ition,’’  says  Mr.  Eosley.  “1  have  seen  a 
great  many  men,  cspocially  pulif icians,  the  fciice.’  some  ridden  on  a r.iil.  and 
many  more  who  de.«erved  to  be,  but  Nctterfield  was  the  only  one  .1  ever  saw  Le’>.c».in 
the  rails.” 
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Tlie  thought  and  wish  here  arise.  Now  he  will  have  rest ; surely  he  must  he 
weary,  and  is  entitled  to  cease  from  his  labors ; the  memory  of  his  deeds 
will  be  pleasant  and  cherished  by  thousands.' 

In  the  fall  of  this  year  there  arrived  from  Yirginia  some  very  worthy 
emigrants,  and  a large  accession  from  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  They 
are  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  named. 

1796.  ‘‘By  consent  of  the  Court  and  Bar,  Mr.  Thomas  Stuart  is  per- 
mitted to  practice  a.s  Atty.  until  so7iie  law  is  passed  on  this  subject.’’^ 
(Davidson  County  Court  Becords.) 

“Whereas  Elijah  B.  was  heretofore  allow‘d  by  the  Worshipful  C‘  S60 
for  a horse  furnished  a certain  Indian,  on  his  journey” — the  amount 
is  allowed  in  part  of  his  taxes. 

This  “certain  Indian,”  no  doubt,  was  one  of  the  runners,  spies  or 
guides,  or  trotters,  of  which  there  were  several  employed  by  General 
Bobertson  and  the  County  Co^rt. 

On  these  records  there  a number  of  entries  having  reference  to 
“the  late  fire  in  Ncishville,”  and  the  destruction  of  sundry  papers,  public 
and  private. 

“Ordered,  that  the  Sheriff  take  no  certificates  in  payment  of  taxes, 
where  credits  that  may  have  been  entered  thereon  appear  erased  or  de- 
faced, unle.S3  good  proof  shown  wliy  the  same  were  erased.  By  reason 
that  numbers  of  the  papers  which  would  liave  shown  the  just  credits,  are 
burnt  in  Capt.  Williams’  and  Black's  store-house.” 

Here  is  the  first  Instance  occurring  in  these  settlements  of  an  attempt 
to  defraud  the  public  revenue — the  commencement  of  peculation  and 
forgery : great  had  been  the  public  gain  had  this  been  the  last. 

The  “ Homer  of  Cumberland”  commenced  his  public  rehearsals  in 
prose  and  verse  in  this  year.  He  vainly  essayed  to  describe* “ the  confla- 
gration of  the  store;”  failing  in  this,  and  rejected  in  his  addresses  to  the 
fair  daughter  of  one  of  tliesc  merchants,  he  gave  vent  to  the  venom 
which  was  in  his  heart  in  his  published  verses  to  “iMiss  Susan  Black 

“You  are  no  beauty,  that  I kuow  ; 

Look  in  the  glass,  you’ll  find  it  so. 


“And  now,  >[iss  Susau  Black, 

On  you  I turn  my  back.” 

In  the  “History  of  Literature,”  by  our  late  departed  friend,  Wilkins 
Tannehill,  Es(|.,  no  mention  is  made  uf  “Clarke’s  IMiseellany,  in  Prose  and 
Verse” — the  jirst  book  puldished  in  Xashville. 

If  inentione<l  at  all.  it  would  have  been  classed  with  tlie  “ (Tiriosities 
of  Literature.”  Clarke  was  also  “a  talking  politician,”  and  just  as  worthy 
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of  attention  as  any  of  tlie  class,  and — no  more  so.  He  greatly  feared  a 
.war  with  France  and  Spain,  and  yet  was  fiercely  opposed  to  an  increase 
of  the  navy  and  the  existence  of  a regular  army.  He  professed  the 
utmost  confidence  in  the  militia,  and  ‘^militia  musters.^’  At  such  parades 
he  found  idlers  ready  to  listen  to  his  martial  odes,  his  ditties,  and  prc>se-y 
’recitals.  He  was  ‘*a  standing  candidate”  for  any  office  in  the  militia, 
from  ‘H-aptaiuvdown  to  fourth  corporal;”  hut  we  believe  his  military*  as- 
pirations were  never  gratified.  How  much  good  service  was  lost  to  the 
public  by  this  w^aiit  of  appreciation  of  his  merits'will-  never  be  known, 
‘^Gideon  Davis  Pendleton  and  Jno.  Brown  are  admitted  as  Attys,  by 
consent  of  the  Court  and  Bar,  and  took  the  oaths  necessary  for  their 
qualification — [until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Court.”] 

This  entry  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  words  in  italic  constituted  part 
of  the  original  entry  or  order;  they  were  stricken  out,  and  the  words  in 
brackets  interlined.  this  from  “abundant  caution?”  Were  they 

admitted  without  “'the  oaths  necessary  for  their  cjualificatiou  ?”  Was  it 
in  anticipation  of  the  order  made  five  days  thereafter? — “until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Court !” 

On  the  15th,  being  Saturday,  the  Court  order  the  name  of  Gideon 
D.  Pendleton  to  be  stricken  from  the  roll,  and  Mr.  G.  D.  P.  “stood 
aside” — outside  that  bar.  Five  days  an  attorney  of  the  County  Court  1 

“Honor  ami  shame  from  no  condition  rise: 

, Act  well  jour  part ; there  all  the  honor  lies.” 

A peculiar  and  significant  by-word  among  hunters  received  such 
ail  application  in  this  imstance  that  it  became  quite  familiar : “ Sho<it  at 
the  hump.'”  Hunters  of  buffalo  used  this  expression  in  satire.  They 
knew  that  “hitting  the  hump  never  killed  the  bison.”  “ The  hump”  and 
“'the  horn  of  pride”  are  excrescences  with  very  little  sensitiveness.  Buf- 
faloed are  probably  uncouscious  of  having  such  malformations  as  humps. 
Many  of  the  two-legged  wild  bulls  have  them  of  enormous  size,  in  seem- 
ing ignorance.  Some  are  even  humped  all  over.  Xo  shot,  no  wound 
will  hurt  them.  Their  pride  is  not  like  wind  in  a sack  ; then  it  could  be 
let  out.  Gristle  and  fat  have  no  sensibility  and  little  blood : why,  then, 
shoot  at  the  hump  ? 

It  is  probable  that  the  Honorable  Court  did  not  hurt  anybody  by  this 
expenditure  of  ammunition.  A thick  hide  protects  tlie  rhinoceros  : some 
men  are  as  well  defended  as  the  hippopotamus. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

1797. 

General  Robertson  continued  to  act  as  Indian  Agent,  and  found 
mucli  requiring  attention.  We  see  liim  busily  engaged  at  the  opening 
of  this  new  year,  especially  in  transactions  with  the  Chickasaws.  The 
old  warrior  and  leech,  ITomingo,  attended  by  his  escort,  was  furnished 
with  implements  of  husbandry;  and  that  tall  woman,  ^^the  wife  of 
Piomingo/^  was  to  be  gratified  ‘‘by  the  present  of  a hatchet,  which 
David  Henley,  Indian  Agent,  had  promised  her,’^  “And  then  she  wanted 
Stroud  and  calico.’’  The  principal  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  South 
was  Benjamin  Hawkins. 

The  Indians  were  very  desirous  to  have  permission  to  hunt  on  the 
waters  of  the  Cumberland  and  to  trade  with  the  vrhites.  Some  of  the 
Cherokees  applied  to  General  Kobertson  for  his  sanction,  which  he 
gave.  In  the  fall,  Chilcoe  and  Gentleman  Tom,  with  their  hunting- 
parties,  commenced  their  hunt  on  the  head -waters  of  Stone’s  and  Duck 
Rivers.  The  party  of  Gentleman  Tom  had  their  camp  on  the  south-west 
side  of  Stone’s  Paver,  about  one  mile  from  white  settlers,  with  whom 
they  were  on  very  friendly  terms.  But  in  the  neighborhood,  “a  mile 
above,  on  the  north  side  of  a creek  which  has  two  licks  on  it,”  there 
“lived  some  bad  white  people,  who  could  not  restrain  their  hellish  spirit 
of  revenge ; and,  regardless  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  danger  of  renewing 
the  bloody  scenes  of  war,  killed  two  of  these  peaceable  Cherokees,”  about 
the  5th  of  November. 

As  soon  as  General  Kobertson  heard  of  it,  he  called  upon  twenty  men 
to  accompany  him.  They  “seized  the  two  white  men  who  wore  sus}»ectcd 
of  the  crime,  kept  them  tied  a day  and  a night,”  but  as  they  could  pro- 
duce no  proof  of  the  guilt  of  either,  they  released  them.  General 
Robertson  and  Judge  McNairy  offered  a “Reward  of  Seven  Hundred 
Dollars”  to  any  one  who  would  “find  out  and  take  the  guilty  persons.” 

General  Robertson  promptly  wrote  to  the  Cherokees  detailing  the 
circumstances,  promising  to  continue  his  searches  for  the  murderers, 
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urging  tliem  not  to  seek  revenge ; to  send  some  of  tlie  relatives  of  the 
deceased  to  his  house  and  he  would  make  them  presents  of  corn  and 
other  articles,  adding,  “I  have  now  no  authority  to  speak  as  an  Agent: 
Colonel  Hawkins  and  hJr,  Din.sniorc,  who  are  Agents,  will  do  all  in  their 
power  to  secure  the  ends  of  justice.  I have  taken  care  of  a gun,  some 
money,  five  skins,  and  some  other  articles  of  the  two  Indians  who  were 
killed.  Send  to  me  for  th.cm,  and  you  shall  get  them.’’ 

General  Winchester  i.ssued  military  orders  for  the  arrest  of  these 
murderers,  and  pronounces  it  “an  infernal  act,  for  which  the  perpetrators 
should  suffer  death.”* 

We  notice  in  General  Winchester’s  letters  the  Indian  name  of  OhedA 
or  Obey’s  River  : it  is  Oo-coo-i-oustehe,  in  the  Cherokee  language. 

Horses  were  now'  occn.'^ionally  stolen  by  Indians  from  the  Cumberland. 
Colonel  Hawkins  informed  General  Robertson  that  some  Indians  were 
engaged  as  regular  traders,  w'ith  licenses ; these  had  their  stands  or  stamps. 
Some  of  these  traders  complained  of  their  horses  having  been  stolen,  but 
they  did  not  accuse  tlie  whites.  However,  the  practice  of  horse-stealing 
was  on  the  increase,  and  likely  to  revive  hostilities.  Colonel  Hawkins, 
nevertheless,  w'as  confident  of  firmly  settling  peace  betw'een  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokees. 

“'In  the  w'iutcr,  3Ir.  Forbers,  a partner  in  the  trading-house  which 
supplied  the  Soutliern  Indians  under  the  authority  of  the  Spanish 
Government,”  passed  some  days  in  the  lamily  of  General  Robertson,  and 
made  many  professions  of  friendship  for  the  United  States;  but  the 
General  believed  that  he  and  all  others  — the  Spanish  traders — would 
use  their  influence  to  delay  and  prevent  the  running  of  the  line  betw  een 
the  United  States  and  S[>ain,  as  its  settlement  might  lessen  their  trade  or 
break  up  their  moiioj»oly  tluue. 

Pie  had  also,  more  recently,  another  visit  from  Pitchlyn,  a Choctaw 
chief,  who,  at  parting,  beuged  so  earnestly  for  a juece  of  stroud  and  a 
piece  of  calico,  that  tlie  Ceneral  had  supplied  him  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment stores  in  the  liamF  of  Mr.  Overton,  “not  being  able  to  procure  them 
elsewhere,”  and  from  those  stores  they  ought  to  have  come.  As  might 
be  supposed,  there  was  a woman  who  needed  a strip  or  two  of  that  strouJ, 
and  a dress  from  that  piece  of  calico. 

Another  woman,  daughter  of  half-breed  IMcClish,  wanted  not  only 
stroud  and  calico,  but  a horse  which  one  McGee  had  in  his  po.-^session, 
to  wliich  she,  “Nancy  .^Ic(.'lish,”  laid  claim.  The  horse  was  procured 
and  delivered  to  “.^liss  Nancy,”  who  straddled  the  animal  like  a man. 


Manuscript  letter,  8th  November. 
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guiding  the  beast  with  a rope  for  a bridle/’  and  using  her  calico 
and  other  ‘‘plunder”  as  saddle  blankets.  Xancy  McClish  dressed  and 
rode,  as  was  the  fasliion  then  and  now  among  the  Indians,  (unless  where 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  missionaries  have  introduced  a different 
custom,)  “a  leg  on  eacdi  side.”  She  kicked  the  horse  with  lier  heels 
and  whipped  him  "with  the  rope,  “until  she  moved  him  into  a canter,” 
at  the  tune,  “Off  she  goes,  Miss  Nancy.” 

In  the  question  of  politics  the  opinions  of  General  Eobertson  were  well 
settled.  He  was  the  political  friend  of  General  Sevier,  the  Governor,  as 
also  of  the  election  of  William  Cocke  and  Andrew  Jackson  to  the 
United  States  Senate.  In  his  letters  and  conversations,  he  spoke  very 
kindly  of  Governor  Blount,  and  with  utmost  delicacy  of  the  affair  in 
which  the  Governor  had  unhappily  involved  himself,  and  which  cauacd 
his  expulsion  from  the  Senate.  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
to  “Dear  Carey,”  which  formed  the  principal  ground  for  charges  against 
him,  his  arrest,  impeachment,  and  expulsion,  General  Eobertson,  on  8th 
of  August,  1797,  uses  this  very  sensible  remark:  “I  never  could  have 
judged  the  letter  to  have  been  so  criminal,  but  supposed  it  would  have 
operated  against  my  friend,  as  being  a public  man.”  IIow"  gentle  is  that ! 

In  this  opinion  w'e  think  posterity  will  concur,  and  that  Governor 
Blount  was  hastily  and  harshly  dealt  with.  We  are  much  inclined  to 
regard  him  as  being  made  a sacrifice,  an  offering,  a martyr,  upon  the 
altar  of  his  country,  that  the  Government  might  more  easily  accomplish 
its  great  aims  of  peace  and  adjustment  of  many  perplexing  questions. 

It  is  certain  that  in  Tenne.ssee  his  long  and  arduous  labors  for  his 
fellow-citizens  could  not  be,  and  were  not,  forgotten  or  lightly  esteemed. 
When  such  men  as  General  Sevier  and  General  Eobertson  used  no 
harsher  expre.‘?sion  than  “the  letter  was  ill-advised,”  “his  conduct  was 
very  imprudent,”  “perhaps  allowances  ought  to  be  made  for  his  very  em- 
barrassed circumstances,”  we  feel,  at  this  day,  disposed  to  demand  a 
removal  of  much  of  the  odium  that  was  heaped  upon  Governor  Blount 
by  his  impeachment  and  expulsion.  The  people  of  Tennessee  welcomed 
his  return^  to  Knoxville;  he  was,  indeed,  “a  fallen  politiciati,”  pitied, 
but  not  despised  ; nn-er  spoken  of  or  looked  upon  as  a traitor.  The 
sympathy  of  such  a man  as  rfcneral  Eobertson  must  have  deeply  affected 
the  heart  of  Governor  Blount.  He  certainly  could  not  have  firgotten 
the  time  and  the  occasion  when  he  pierced  the  soul  of  this  “good  man” 
by  his  expressions  of  “astonishment  and  mortitication”  about  tlie 
Nickojack  expedition.  That  cause  of  quarrel. was  huslied,  to  attend  to 
the  urgent  affairs  of  their  fellovr-ci.izeus  and  the  calls  of  tlicir  country. 

Joseph  Bisho]',  wlio  was  here  during  two  or  three  of  the  last  years  of 
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the  Indian  4Yar,  (and  who  is  yet  living,  1858,  in  Smith  county,)  had  a 
ferry  near  Hartsvillc.  He  had  often  to  ferry  persons  across  the  river 
and  then  find  they  had  no  money,  or  the  charige  could  not  be  made,  and 
his  labor  went  unrewarded.  He  was  tired  of  this  treatment,  and  resorted 
to  various  devices  for  satisfaction.  He  relates  the  following : 

‘‘I  saw  a gentleman  approaciiing  the  ferry,  whistling  a very  lively 
tune  as  he  came.  As  he  approached  me  he  unpuckered  his-  mouth,  and 
with  a very  honest  look  and  earnest  lace  he  said, 

‘Mr.  Ferryman,  I wish  to  cross  the  river,  but  really  I must  tell  you, 
I have  no  money.'’ 

thought  him  honest,  but  as  it  might  be  that  he,  like  others,  wished 
to  save  his  twelve  and  a half  cents,  I asked,  ^Can  you  sing?’ 

^^Hc  replied,  can  sing  a little.’ 

said,  ‘I  am  very  fond  of  singing,  and  if  you  will  sing  all  the  way 
across  the  river,  I will  ferry  you  over  for  nothing.'’ 

^^b\greed,’  said  he. 

‘^He  began  to  sing,  I began  to  shove  off  and  row  leisurely.  He  g’Ot 
through  the  first  song,  and' his  voice  ceased  ; the  oars  fell  from  my  hands, 
just  stopped  to  get  breath,’  said  he. 
just  stopped  to  spit  on  my  hands,’  said  I. 

^^He  raised  the  tune  again,  I raised  my  oars.  When  the  second  song 
was  done,  my  labor  wuth  the  oars  ended.  I could  not  work  without 
music.  He  saw  how  it  was  and  began  again,  and  so  did  I.  At  the  end 
of  a third  song  he  seemed  really  disposed  or  under  necessity  to  ^give 
out,’  and  stopped ; and  my  arms  and  oars  rested, 
tired,”  said  he. 

Then  let’s  rest  awhile,’  said  I. 

^^And  the  boat  vras  floating  down  the  stream.  He  began  the  fourth 
time  to  sing,  and  my  labors  at  the  oars  wmre  renewed ; and  so  we  con- 
tinued. When  he  .sang,  I pulled;  when  his  music  gave  out  or  was  faint, 
so  did  my  energies.  He  harped  away  upon  jigs  and  reels  until  the  boat 
touched  shore,  when  he  instantly  jumped  to  land,  exclaiming: 

^^‘That  ferriage  cost  me  much  breath  !’ 

was  the  longest  voyage  I ever  made  across  the  Cumberland,’ 

said  I. 

^^‘I’ll  bring  the  money  with  me  next  time,”  said  he. 

^^^Do  !’  said  I : ^or  a new  .set  of  tunes.’ 

‘^And  we  parted  in  good  humor.” 

In  the  month  of  5Iay  tht;re  arrived  in  Nashville  three  young  gentle- 
men, who  attracted  more  than  ii.sual  attention.  They  were  Frenchmen. 
Old  Monsieur  He  Munbrune  was  ‘H^xcited,  like  one  affected  with  St. 
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Vitus’s  dance  “he  could  not  keep  his  hands^  his  feet,  or  his  tougue 
still.”  They  were  the  three  sons  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  The  eldest 
was  suhscqiientlj  known  as  Louis  rhilqypey  King  of  France;  the  two 
others  were  his  younger  hrotliers. 

They  were  introduced  to  General  Kobertson  and  others  of  the  princi- 
pal citizens  here ; and  after  a delay  of  a few  days,  in  which  time  a boat, 
oarsmen,  and  provisions  were  secured,  they  descended  the  Cumberland, 
whether  to  St,  Louis  or  New  Orleans,  we  know  not,  but  certainly  to  a 
life  of  vicissitudes  and  extremes,  to  the  throne  of  royalty  and  to  the  flight 
of  fools.  It  must  be  confessed  that  “these  sprigs  of  royalty  found  very 
little  sympathy  among  these  hardy  republicans,  for  their  fallen  greatness.” 
It  was  said, 

“They  came  astraddle. 

Hiding  badly, 

And  went  with  paddle, 

Looking  sadly, 

In  their  canoe.” 
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CHAPTER  XXXiy, 

1798. 

”We  commence  this  chd|iter  with  an  original  letter  from  Andrew  JacJc- 
son,  one  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to 
General  .James  Ilobertson  : 

“ PniLADEiPHiA,  January  llili,  (or  21st.)  179S. 

Sir  : — Congressional  business  progresses  slowly ; all  important  ques- 
tions postponed  until  wo  are  informed  of  the  result  of  our  negotiation 
with  France. 

The  Tennessee  memorial  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  two  houses 
for  some  time.  JIany  difficulties  presented  themselves,  and  many  delays 
thrown  in  the  way.  Policy  dictated  to  us  that  the  only  thing  that  could 
strike  at  the  root  of  opposition,  and  secure  success,  was  a nomination  of 
Commissioners  by  the  Ihvsidtmt,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a treaty  with 
the  Cherokees.  This  was  fortunately  brought  about ; and  I believe  will 
have  the  desired  effect.  Opposition  is  on  the  decline,  and  I have  no 
doubt  but  a treaty  will  be  ordered.  The  Senate  agree  in  the  expediency 
of  the  measure,  but  differ  with  the  President  in  the  number  of  Commis- 
sioners necessary.  This  has  occupied  the  Senate  to  delay  in  agreeing  to 
the  nomination  of  the  I'^residcnt ; and  as  those  in  nomination  maybe 
withdrawn,  and  others  presented,  I am  not  at  liberty  to  give  you  their 
names. 

‘‘  It  appears  to  be  the  wisli  of  the  President,  by  the  treaty  contem- 
plated, to  purchase  all  the  land  from  the  Indians  that  they  will  sell;  and 
I do  hope  that  Tenne.'isee  (river)  will  become  the  line.  When  this  is 
completely  acted  upon  by  l>o(h  houses,  I will  write  you  more  in  derail; 
and  should  it  be  carried  into  eth-cr.  of  which  I have  no  doubt,  I tru^r  it 
will  be  acknowledged  that  tlu*  delegation  have  done  their  duty  so  far  as 
related  to  that  ohject. 

“ France  has  finally  concluded  a.  treaty  with  tlie  Emperor,  and  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  and  is  now  turning  her  force  toward  Great  Britain.  Bona- 
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parte,  "with  one  hundred  jnd  fifty  thousand  troops,  (unused  to  conquer,) 
is  ordered  on  the  coast,  and  called  the  army  of  England.  Do  not  then 
be  surprised  if  my  next  letter  sliould  announce  a revolution  in  England. 
Should  Bonaparte  make  a landing  on  the  English  shore,  tyranny  will  be 
humbled,  a throne  crushed,  and  a B.epublic  will  spring  from  the  wreck, 
and  millions  of  distressed  people  restored  to  the  rights  of  man  by  the 
conquering  arm  of  Bonaparte. 

‘‘  I am,  sir,  with  sincere  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Andrew  Jackson.’’ 

Thomas  Hardeman,  Senator  from  Davidson  County,  having  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Assembly,  General  Bobertsoii  was  elected  to  fill  his  place. 
Andrew  Jackson  and  Joseph  Anderson  were  Senators  in  Congress. 

By  letter  to  General  llobertson  from  the  agent  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Cherokees,  he  was  urged  to  attend  a council  to  be  held  at  Tuske- 
gee,  opposite  Tellico  Block-house,  on  the  1st  of  March.  Mr.  Dinsmore 
says,  Your  presence  and  influence  will  be  needed,  and  will  be  of 
much  service  in  pacifying  them  relative  to  the  two  Indians  killed  on 
Stone’s  Paver,  about  which  there  will  be  excited  discussion.” 

The  introduction  of  another  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  llobertson  and 
Cumberland,”  by  Billy  Buckles,”  from  “John  of  Coosa,”  will  be  ex- 
cused as  presenting  a good  specimen  of  Indian  style  in  conversation  and 
writing,  when  done  by  themselves.  It  seems  that  Billy  Buckles  and 
others  wished  to  hunt  and  trade  near  the  Cumberland  settlements,  and 
brought  this  letter  of  introduction  and  testimonial  of  good  character : 

“CoosAW,  Aprile  25the  days,  1798. 

“ this  winter  I hear  you  see  my  young  people,  and  telle  me,  says  good 
man  and  he  people,  aH  good  men  says. 

“and  my  old  cousins,  by  him  name  billy  Buckles;  he  want  to  see  you  this 
summer,  and  deer,  he  hunt  em,  and  sell  meet,  says  I thiukg  20  or  30  men, 
all  good  men. 

^‘You  hjimble  servant, 

John  O’Kella,  of  Coosaw.” 

“I  think  a creek  Indian,  he  see  you  this  summer  and  winter.  You 
see  you  friend  and  Sam  Bota,  he  want  rifle,  rifle  gun  he  want  him.” 

The  number  of  “ begging  Indians”  so  increased  as  to  become  an 
annoyance  nml  jKist,  not  much  less  to  be  dreaded  than  when  engaged 
ill  open  war.  General  llobertson  had  long  sufl'ered  from  such  plagues, 
35 
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as  we  before  mentioned.  Eenjamin  HawkinSj  the  chief  Indian  agent, 
in  writing  to  the  Crenenil  on  the  5th  of  June,  says:  have  visited 

many  of  the  Lower  Towns  of  the  Creeks,  and  I now  heghi  to  understand 
their  character.  They  have  two  blacksmiths  furnished  to  their  nation, 
who  have  hitherto  worked  for  nothing,  and  they  have  had  a serious 
debate  in  a council  of  the  whole  nation  whether  they  will  accept  of 
them  even  on  those  terms.  They  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  be 
courted  and  caressed  by  the  British  agents,  that  they  think  they  do  a 
favor  to  a white' man,  when  they  condescend  to  accept  of  clothes  and 
food  when  they  are  naked  and  starving.’^  If  they  have  received  -hos- 
pitality, food,  or  clothing  from  any  benevolent  person,  they  send  the 
report  through  the  nation,  that  all  others  may  go  and  beg,  or  rather 
demand,  similar  articles  from  the  same  person.  General  Eobertson  had 
his  experiences  of  this  kind  years  before  this,  and  for  years  after  this. 

Another  conference  with  the  Indians  was  proposed.  Governor  Sevier 
wrote  to  General  Robertson  and  urged  his  attendance  at  the  treaty.  He 
gave  assurances,  on  the  Gth  of  May,  that  he  would  attend  if  his  health 
should  justify  the  journey.  Crovernor  Sevier,  Governor  Blount,  and 
many  of  the  people  of  Tennessee,  distrusted  the  disposition  of  some  of 
the  Commissioners  app(finted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  use  all  proper  and  strenuous  exertions  in  obtaining  a re- 
linquishment of  Indian  titles  to  lands  which  it  was  believed  the  In- 
dians had  repeatedly  sold,  and  the  possession  of  which  was  essential  to 
the  growing  population  of  the  State.* 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  United  States  were  Alfred  3Ioore, 
George  Walton,  and  John  Steele.  The  meeting  of  these  Commissioners 


* ExAract  of  a letter  from  the  Agents  on  the  'part  of  this  State,  to  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  dated  Tellico,  near  the 
Treatg  Ground,  Jidy  Vlth,  1798. 

“Gentlemen: — It  Las  been  stated  that  some  citizens  of  Tennessee  had  been  en- 
gaged in  either  embarrassing  yotir  negotiations  with  the  Cherokees,  or  exercising 
some  influence  calculated  to  interrupt  the  success  of  tliose  measures  which  yoitr 
duties,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  we  represent,  equally  rendered  necessary 
to  accomplish. 

“On  us  it  has  been  imposed  as  a duty  to  inquire  into  the  authority  of  this  re- 
port, to  the  eu'l  that  (if  founded)  such  characters  may  be  held  up  to  the  deserved 
execration  of  their  country,  the  just  reward  of  conduct  replete  with  so  many  mis- 
chiefs to  the  community.  ShouM  their  measures  be  so  cautiously  guardetl  as  to 
place  them  beyond  the  re;ich  of  legal  severity,  (or  if  otherwise,)  that  unworthy 
suspicions  may  not  attach  to  the  innocent  and  the  deserving. 
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with,  the  Cherokecs  was  regarded  with  so  much  interest  and  concern,  and 
as  of  so  much  importance  to  Tennessee,  that  Governor  Sevier  appointed 
three  agents  to  attend  the  meeting,  to  protect  and  promote  the  interests 


“In  this  instance  the  authority  of  the  charge  against  the  citizens  inculpated 
stands  highly  vouclied,  having  issued  from  your  secretary,  Doctor  Hall,,  of  tvhose 
talents  we  think  much  too  favorably  to  suppose  it  possible  he  should  have  hazarded 
the  charge  on  vague  and  unauthorized  report,  or  that  it  would  have  been  com- 
municated but  with  your  approbation, 

“ Under  this  impression,  it  has  been  required  of  us  to  obtain  the  names  thus 
implicated,  and,  if  not  incompatible  with  your  duties,  to  solicit  the  data  on  which 
this  charge  was  founded. 

“We  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully, 

“Your  obedient  humble  servants, 

(Signed)  “Jasies  Robeetsox, 

“James  Stvaet, 

“ Lachlan  M’Intosh. 

“Alfred  Moore,  Geo.  Walton,  and) 

John  Steele,  Esquires,  / 

“ Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  holding  a treaty  with  the 
Cherokees.” 


THE  ANSWER. 

“ The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  present  their  respects  to  the  agents 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  their  favor  yester- 
day, they  beg  leave  to  assure  them  that  they  have  neither  received,  made,  nor  au- 
thorized any  charge  of  the  nature  the  agents  mention,  respecting  any  citizens  cf 
Tennessee. 

“ (The  Honorable) 

“Ja3iks  Robertson, 

“James  Stuart,  and 
“Lachl.\n  M’Intosh, 

“Agents  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  attend  the  Cherokee  Treaty. 

“ TeUico,  July  13th,  1798.” 


“ I do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  taken  from  the  file,  of  the  original 
letter  of  the  agents  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Commissioners 
and  their  answer. 

“John  Smith,  Treaty  Secretary  to  the  Agency.” 


CIRCULAR. 

“By  the  answer  of  Mr.  Farrington  to  the  inquiry  of  Major  M’Into.'jh,  and  the 
note  signed  Campbell,  to  Mr,  PaiTington,  bearing  date  August  1st,  1798,  and  pub- 
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of  tlie  State.  These  persons  were  James  Eobertsoiij  James  Stuart,  and 
Lachliii  McIntosh,  all  or  either  of  whom  possessed  more  knowledge  of 
Indian  character,  Indian  troubles,  Indian  traditions,  Indian  treaties,  and 

lished  in  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  Xo.  9,  it  appears  that  David  Campbell,  the  same 
who  is  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  law  and  equity,  is  the  author 
of  the  piece  published  in  No.  8 of  the  same  paper,  under  the  signature  of  ‘the 
committee  of  suffering  citizens  wlio  have  been  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the 
failure  of  the  treaty;’  it  tlieu  appears  that  Judge  Campbell,  of  his  own  accord,  un- 
authorized by  any  person,  is  the  author  of  a piece  handed  to  the  public  under  au- 
thority of  '■the  committee  of  isuiTcrinj  cifizens.^  To  speak  in  tlie  gentlest  terms  of 
such  conduct  in  Judge  Campbell,  it  must  be  called  a very  unjustifiable  liberty 
taken  with  the  i^ersons  whose  authority  he  assumed,  and  a gross  imposition  upon 
those  to  whom  it  was  adtlres.-^e'l.  To  such  persons  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
Judge  or  his  writings,  nothing  further  is  necessary  to  prove  how  little  respect  is 
due  to  either;  but  to  such  as  are  not  in  that  situation,  it  is  judged  proper  to  otter 
the  following  state  of  facts,  with  some  observations  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
agents  of  Tennessee  in  writing  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  the 
letter  of  the  12th  of  July,  a copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  It  is  not  the  object 
of  the  writer  to  reply  to  any  other  part  of  the  Judge’s  writings. 

“ Shortly  before  the  late  attempts  of  negotiation  commenced  at  Tellico  Block- 
house, between  the  Commissioner.s  on  tlie  part  of  the  United  States  and  the  Cher- 
okees,  Mr.  Hall,  (commonly  called  Doctor  Hall,)  the  secretary  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, came  directly  from  Tellico  to  Knoxville  on  official  business,  as  was  pre- 
sumed, and  whatever  be  reported  respecting  the  prospects  of  the  approaching 
treaty  could  only  be  understood  as  authorized  or  countenanced  by  them.  Secre- 
tary Hall,  (for  in  that  cluiracter  he  was,)  during  his  stay  in  Knoxville,  took  occa- 
sion to  give  people  with  wlmm  he  conversed  to  understand  that  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see had  been  taking  mea.'^ures  to  prevent  the  success, of  the  approaching  negotia- 
tion, au'l  designated  some  ot  those  to  whom  he  alluded.  One  of  the  persons  thus 
designated  by  letter  to  the  agents,  to  wit : General  Hobertson,  James  Stuart, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Major  M’Intosh,  of  Knoxville,  re- 
questing them  to  embrace  some  moans,  during  the  negotiation  at  Tellico,  to  inquire 
what  foundation  there  was  for  the  report  spread  by  Secretary  Hall  to  the  injury 
of  the  citizens  of  Tennessee — a report  not  only  injurious  to  the  particular  citizens 
whom  he  had  been  pleased  to  designate,  but  to  the  State  generally ; the  agents 
accordingly,  duly  impressed  with  tlie  importance  of  exonerating  the  State  from  so 
injurious  a charge,  if  false,  or.  if  true,  to  fix  upon  the  individuals  who  were  guilty, 
on  the  12th  of  July  addressed  a letter  on  the  subject  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  which  they  showed  to  the  Governor,  wlio  was  at  Tellico,  and  ap- 
proved it,  a copy  of  v.'hich  has  been  published  in  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  No.  fi, 
together  with  their  au.'wcrs,  l»uth  of  which  are  hereto  annexe<l  for  the  bettor  in- 
formation of  readers — especially  such  as  have  not  h.ad  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
paper  in  which  they  were  before  pulilislied.  The  two  alFord  a complete  proof  tliat 
the  charges  of  Secretary  Hall  were  nut  founded  in  truth.  Thus,  the  agents,  by 
their  prompt  and  proper  conduct,  under  the  eye  of  and  sanctioned  by  the  Gover- 
nor, obtained  an  unequivocal  exculpation  from  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  United 
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Indian  boundaries,  than  these  men  would  have  learned  had  they  lived  to 
the  age  of  Methuselah,  and  remained  without  the  teaching  of  these 
“ Masters  in  Israel.” 

It  is  by  no  means  unusual,  when  any  great  measure  is  engrossing  public 
attention,  to  find  ^‘busy-bodies,  tattlers,  and  blockheads”  thrusting  them- 
selves forward,  presuming  to  represent  themselves  as  very  wise  and  ser- 
viceable. Persons  with  high-sounding  titles,  and  commissions  from  the 

States — not  of  an  individual  only,  but  of  all  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  from  the 
malevolent  and  false  charge  of  their  secretary,  Hall.  The  reader  is  desired  to  take 
notice,  these  charges  were  spread  by  Secretary  Hall,  who  rode  post-haste  from  Phila- 
delphia to  seek  the  office : liad  they  been  disseniinatM'by  Elisha  J.  Hall,  they  would 
not  have  deserved  nor  received  tlie  notice  of  the  agents.  The  agents  took  up  the 
inquiry  not  merely  at  tlie  request  of  an  aspersed  individual,  by  a confidential  ser- 
vant of  the  Commissioners,  and  in  which,  if  they  had,  there  was  nothing  but  what 
was  highly  proper,  but  by  the  authority  of  the  Governor,  the  guardian  of  all  the 
citizens.  Not  in  behalf  of  an  individual  citizen  only,  but  in  behalf  of  all  and 
every  citizen,  can  any  person  say,  upon  this  state  of  facts,  the  truth  of  which  is 
vouched  for,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  agents  to  have  made  the  in([uiry  they 
did?  They  made  it  as  was  their  duty,  and  the  result  is  that  the  falsehood  and  ma- 
levolence of  Secretary  Hall,  and  the  innocence  of  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  is 
proved  ; yet  in  the  eyes  of  .Judge  Campbell  this  appears  to  be  a mighty  offence!  ! 
Can  Judge  Campbell  be  offended  at  the  innocence  of  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  or 
ought  it  to  be  cause  of  offence  to  a judge  that  Secretary  Hall  is  convicted  of  a 
malicious  falsehood  propagated  to  their  injury!!  To  every  citizen  of  common 
sense  it  will  be  cause  of  exultation.  The  Judge,  in  one  of  his  pieces,  to  wit,  that 
signed  the  committee,  etc.,  says,  ‘and  the  agents  addressing  the  Commissioners  on 
the  subject,  (alluding  to  Secretary  Hall’s  injurious  aspersions,)  is  certainly  a no- 
velty in  the  annals  of  history.’  Let  those  w’ho  best  know  the  e.xterit  of  the  Judge’s 
reading  in  an;/  thing,  determine  how  capable  he  is  of  discovering  novelties  in  his- 
tory. Can  it  be  novel  that  the  agents  of  a State  representing  all  the  people  there- 
of, and  acting  under  the  immediate  eye  and  approbation  of  the  Governor,  their 
common  guardian,  should  attempt  and  actually  succeed  in  obtaining  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  tlie  United  States  an  unequivocal  declaration  of  the  innocence  of  all 
the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  of  the  malicious  charge  of  their  secretary?  He,  cer- 
tainly, for  the  Commissioners,  owed  it  to  themselves,  to  their  characters  as  gentle- 
men, and  to  their  public  situation,  to  make  the  declaration  they  did,  since  it  was 
true,  and  no  doubt  rejoiced  in  the  opportunity  affonled  them  by  the  agents  of  so 
doing.  To  redress  injured  innocence  is  a godlike  act.  The  Governor,  the 
agents,  and  the  Commissioners  have  deserved  well  of  their  country,  but  it  is  left 
to  the  reader  to  apply  appropriate  terms  to  the  conduct  of  Secretary  Hall  aud 
Judge  Campbell.  If  Judge  Campbell  or  Secretary  Hall  wish  to  know  the  name  of 
the  author,  for  any  personal  purpose,  and  so  declare,  the  printer  is  authorized  to 
give  it  to  either  of  them,  but  to  nobody  else,  as  none  else  can  apply  but  from 
sheer  curiosity. 

“August  i!dtb,  1798.” 
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PresiJent  and  Congress,  sometimes  ‘‘put  on  airs/^  and  desire  to  be 
courted. 

Some  correspondence  and  publications  took  place  in  July  of  this  year, 
of  a very  angry  character,  A Doctor  Hall  so  pushed  himself  into  af- 
fairs which  did  not  concern  him,  that  both  Governor  Sevier  and  Governor 
Blount  ordered  suits  against  him,  desiring,  as  they  stated,  a “legal  in- 
vestigation into  all  their  official  acts,  rather  than  to  recover  damages 
from  such  a quack.”  General  Sevier  himself  was  implicated,  and  made 
a publication.  But  Hall  disaj>peared,  and  so  soon  “vanished  into  airy 
nothings”  the  statements  he  had  made.  Hall  hastened  home  to  riiila- 
delphia.  They  said  he  did  not  belong  there,  but,  like  another  fellow, 
“went  to  his  own  place.”  We  need  not  concern  ourselves  further  with 
the  paper  warfare.  . 

“The  great  document”  produced  on  the  occasion  is  one  which  belongs 
to  these  sketches,  and  to  the  life  and  character  of  General  Bobertson,  Vde 
commend  it  to  the  perusal  of  the  student  of  Indian  history,  and  to  all 
the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  or  admirers  of  the  character  of  General  Bobert- 
son.  The  copy  before  us  is  not  and  we  know  of  none  other  in 

existence. 

“Monday,  July  the  9th,  1798, 

“ The  agents,  feeling  considerable  doubt  of  the  result  of  pending  ne- 
gotiations terminating  well,  in  the  manner  they  had  been  and  were  likely 
lo  continue  to  be  conducted,  transmitted  a second  communication  to  the 
Commissioners  of  this  morning,  to  the  following  effect : 

“Tellico,  (near  the  Treaty-ground,)  July  19th,  1798. 

“Gentlemen  : — In  our  last,  announcing  to  you  our  arrival  at  the  seat 
of  negotiation  between  tlie  United  States,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  on  the  other,  we  stated  our  earnest  desire  to  forward,  by 
every  means  in  our  power,  the  objects  of  your  mission. 

“In  conformity  to  tliis  engagement,  we  have  now  the  honor  of  laying 
before  you,  so  far  as  it  may  be  gathered  from  the  best  sanctioned  autho- 
rities, a true  state  of  the  claim  of  that  tribe  or  nation  to  lands  owned  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Tennessee. 

“We  request  you  to  believe  that  we  do  not  mean  to  call  in  question 
your  sincere  disposition  to  extinguish  such  claim,  as  far  as  may  be  ef- 
fected, yet  we  deem  it  a duty  to  show  the  operation  of  contract,  aided 
by  the  force  of  moral  obligatum  on  the  Government,  to  release  from  the 


^ 1858.  The  Tennessee  Hi.><torical  .Society  has  received  a copy,  by  which  we  fill 
a few  blanks. 
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use  claimed  by  the  Indians,  all  lands  held  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  whether 
founded  on  entry,  right,  grant,  or  otherwise,  originating  under  the  laws 
of  North  Carolina. 

In  the  first  place,  it  will  appear  by  reference  to  such  documents  as 
can  alone  throw  light  on  the  subject,  that  the  Cherokees,  until  a very 
recent  date,  never  had,  nor  affected  to  have,  a claim  on  any  lands  north 
of  the  Tennessee,  in  proof  of  which  we  beg  leave  to  cite  to  you  the  de- 
position of  Colonel  George  Croghan,  a copy  of  wdiich  we  enclose.  This 
gentleman  resided  nearly  thirty  years  among  the  Indians,  in  the  character 
of  Deputy  Superintendent,  and  seems  to  have  possessed  more  general 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  their  claims,  and  the  history  of  their  wars,  than 
any  other  who  has  been  drawn  into  public  observation.  It  is,  perhaps, 
not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  point  intended  to  be  established  by  this 
deposition,  at  the  time  it  was  taken,  w'as  wholly  different  in  its  nature 
from  that  to  which  it  is  now  applied.  And  therefore  the  deponent  must 
be  deemed  free  from  any  bias,  as  it  respects  the  present  c(iicstion,  that 
might  even,  with  the  best  intentions,  have  swayed  the  mind  to  give  a 
coloring  to  truth.  By  this  deposition  it  appears  that  the  Six  Nations 
claimed  all  the  lands  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Ohio,  down  to  the 
Cherokee  River,  w'hich  they  ceded  at  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  held 
by  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  Ilis  Britannic  jlajesty  with  them,  Novem- 
ber, ITOS.  An  incident  which  took  place  at  that  treaty,  and  of  which 
proof  might  be  adduced,  affords  conclusive  evidence  of  the  sense  enter- 
tained by  the  Cherokees  of  that  claim  the  Six  Nations  were  then  about  to 
surrender.  We  beg  leave  to  state  the  fact,  although  we  mean  to  rely  on 
documents  only.  Some  visiting  Cherokees  at  the  treaty  had,  on  their 
route,  killed  game  for  their  support,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Fort  Stanwix, 
they  immediately  toTidered  the  skins  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations, 
saying,  ^ They  are  yours;  we  killed  them  after  we  passed  the  Big  River.’ 
The  Cherokees  have  always  designated  the  Tennessee  by  this  name.  But 
*to  return.  The  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix  passed  away  from  the  Six  Na- 
tions (the  sole  sovereigns  of  the  soil)  alT  their  rights  south-east  of  the 
Ohio,  and  down  to  the  Cherokee  River,  which,  to  use  the  language  they 
have  recorded  in  that  transaction,  ‘is  their  Just  ri^jhf,’  and  vested  the 
soil  and  sovereignty  emnplctely  in  the  British  King.  The  war  that  fol- 
lowed between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  its  conse([uenccs, 
the  inchoate  right  of  com(Ue.st  in  the  latter,  and  this  right,  w(U-e  made  per- 
fect by  the  Treaty  of  ITSd,  which  acknowledged  their  independence,  con- 
firming to  each  or  the  States  engaged  in  that  controversy  the  complete 
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sovereignty  and  soil  V'itLin  the  hounds  originally  assigned  them  (as)  colo- 
nial establishments. 

^^Thus  it  appears  that  this  formidable  claim,  destructive  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  Tennessee,  is  a mere  nugatory  sound.  Yet 
admit,  for  a moment,  they  niiglit  consider  the  delay  of  settlement  as  an 
abandonment  of  right,  either  in  the  State  within  whose  limits  this  tract 
is  situated,  or  in  the  United  States,  on  which  a right  of  occupancy  misrht 
take  root,  and  by  possession  become  perfect  in  them.  We  will  examine 
this  right  independent  of  the  claim  and  cession  of  the  Six  Nations  before 
stated,  and  in  this  examination  we  believe  their  ever}'  right  will  shrink 
into  a mere  usufructuary  of  particular  limits.  At  present,  however,  our 
objects  go  no  fartlier  than  the  lliver  Tennessee. 

Their  traditionary  account  of  their  tribe  or  nation  is,  that  they  are 
concjuerors  of  the  first  possessors,  and  not  the  aborigines  of  the  soil. 
We  will  suppose  the  abandonment  of  the  conquered  tribe  the  evidence 
necessary  to  perfect  the  title;  perhaps  it  is  the  only  one  to  be  relied  on 
in  unlettered  and  savage  negotiations.  Their  right,  therefore,  (of  their 
own  showing,)  is  that  of  conquest,  which,  always  originating  in  violence, 
is  yet  acknowledged  perfect  among  nations,  where  such  right  is  secured 
to  the  conqueror  by  treaty,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

“These  are  principles  that  wo  believe  will  not  be  controverted;  and  if 
they  are  not,  they  will  be  tound  to  operate  conclusively  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  entire  fabric  of  the  Cherokee,  claim,  as  founded  on  right, 
leaving  open  for  discussion  the  question  of  convenience  only,  as  to  the 
bounds  by  which  they  may  in  future  be  limited.  And  we  now  solicit  your 
indulgence  to  the  recapitulation  of  some  historical  facts  respecting  the 
Cherokecs,  which,  though  universally  known,  have  not  (we  believe)  here- 
tofore been  applied  to  the  present  controversy : from  which,  however, 
we  deduce  principles  carrying  with  them  all  the  force  of  moral  obligation 
binding  on  the  Government,  to  ripen  into  occupancy  the  rights  the  people 
of  Tennessee  hold  to  all  lands  north  of  that  river. 

“At  and  for  a length  of  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  Re- 
volutionary War,  the  Cherokoes  were  an  oppendagr  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, regulating,  it  is  true,  the  little  internal  policy  of  the  tribe  within 
themselves.  But  all  their  external  connections  were  moulded  to  the  wi.-h 
of  ministers  appointed  to  superintend  their  interests;  and  they  fought 
or  negotiated  as  instructed  by  the  agents  of  that  power.  We  believe  it 
unnecessary  to  call  yur  attention  to  features  that  characterize  the  depend- 
ence of  nations,  satisfied  that  we  liave  it  fullv  in  our  power  to  develop 
them  by  recital  in  the  present  ca.so.  When  the  contest  became  serious 
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between  Great  Britain  and  the  then  associated  Colonies,  the  Cherokecs 
were  found  arranged  as  parties  in  the  war  on  the  side  of  tlie  first — not  in 
the  predatory  mode  usual  in  Indian  warfare,  but  levies  were  made  and 
regular  enlistments  carried  on  in  the  interior  of  the  nation,  composing 
companies,  officers,  and  privates,  altogether  Cherokees.  Which  companies 
were  attached  to  Brown's  British  regiment  of  Florida  Kangers,  receiving 
the  same  pag,  subject  to  similar  regulations  with  other  troops  in  the 
service  of  Kis  Britannic  ^lajesty*  the  Colonel  of  which  regiment  was  the 
Superintendent  of  their  affairs.  We  know  not  what  further  is  necessary 
to  establish  the  doctrine  of  in  a national  sense  ; and  if  we  admit 

this,  the  following  consequences  will  inevitably  result  : that  their  nation 
or  tribe  having  embarked  as  parties  with  and  appendages  to  the  British 
natioTi  in  the  war,  ha'l  risked  ever/j  right  on  the  issue.  xVnd  expul- 
sion of  the  principal  from  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  established  in 
the  latter  that  inchoate  right  derived  from  conepaest,  coextensive  with  the 
limits  so  obtained,  unless  where  restricted  by  particular  compact.  And 
we  believe  no  restriction  of  this  kind  exists  favorable  to  the  Cherokee 
claim.  '\Fhat  remains' necessary  to  complete  the  entire  prostration  of 
even  the  semblance  of  riglit  in  them,  and  to  perfect  the  title  in  the  several 
States  within  whose  bounds  they  hold  a use,  is  found  in  the  unequivocal 
language  of  the  definitive  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 

“It  may,  however,  by  possibility  be  denied  that  they  were  an  appendage 
of  the  British  Government,  notwitlistanding  the  proofs  that  have  been 
adduced.  We  mean  not  altogether  to  re.st  upon  this,  but  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  their  rights  as  an  independent  nation ; in  which  light 
they  will  be  found  to  settle  still  into  mere  temporary  use,  founded  on  iii- 
duJgence. 

“And  to  this  end,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  call  your  attention  again  to 
the  early  periods  of  the  Ticvolutionary  War,  and  the  repeated  invasions 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  four  Southern  States  by  the  Cherokees.  Their 
depredations,  continuing  throughout  the  year  1775,  and  part  of  1776, 
compelled  the  United  States  at  length  to  turn  their  attention  to  them. 
The  invasion  of  their  country  was  meditated  and  effected.  A powerful 
force  was  ordered  on  this  service,  and  they  entered  the  Cherokee  country, 
in  the  autumn  of  1776,  by  four  different  routes.  One  of  the  divisions, 
commanded  bv  Col.  Christian,  consisting  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
men,  crossed  the  Tennessee,  at  the  Virginia  Ford,  (near  Fort  Loudon,) 
to  the  south  side,  and  there  destroyed  the  towns  of  Toquo,  Tcinotle,  the 
Island  Towns,  the  Ijittle  Carpenter’s  Town,  and  Coyatee,  whose  strength, 
as  then  estimattul  by  persons  best  acquainted  with  them,  was  from  eight 
hundred  to  one  thousand  warriors.  He  tlicn  marched  to  the  beloved 
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town  of  Ciiota,  which  he  spared,  contiiming  thence  imtii  he  received  the 
submission  of  tliose  and  a number  of  otlier  towns. 

“A  second  arui}^,  commanded  ])y  Ih-igadier-Cleneral  Eutherford,  and 
consisting  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  men,  passed  the  French  Broad 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Swana-noe,  and  from  thence  penetrated,  by  the  route 
since  distinguished  as  llutherford\s  Trace,  into  the  nation,  to  the  midst 
of  their  settlements  and  valley  towns,  carrying  devastation  into  the  inte- 
rior of  their  nation.  They  destroyed  tliirry-six  towns  and  villages,  cut- 
ting up  and  wasting  the  growing  and  gathered  corn,  and  driving  off  or 
destroying  at  will  tlieir  flocks. 

^‘A  third  division,  commanded  by  Col.  AYilliamson,  and  consisting  of  a 
powerful  force,  penetrated  the  settlements  bordering  on  the  Keowee,  and 
destroyed  the  Seneca  towns,  at  that  time  very  numerous,  wasting  the 
Cherokee  country  as  far  as  the  Unaka  Mountain,  sparing  or  destroying 
towns  at  his  will. 

‘AV  fourth  division,  under  Col.  Leonard  3Iacbury,  entered  the  settlements 
on  the  Tugaloe,  and,  having  defeated  the  Indians,  destroyed  all  their 
towns  on  that  river. 

^‘Thus  an  entire  conquest  was  effected  in  the  course  of  a few  months,  in 
the  autumn  of  1776,  of  the  wdiole  Cherokee  country.  And  thus  the 
right  it  bestovrs,  olitained  by  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  extends  to 
every  village  of  the  nation.  All,  therefore,  that  remained  to  perfect  this 
title  in  the  conqueror,  was  the  submission  or  aba!ndonmeDt  in  the  first 
possessor  by  treaty  at  the  close  of  the  war.  And  that  this  was  done,  we 
proceed  to  show. 

‘^Waiving  submi.ssion  to  individual  States  or  their  officers,  we  shall  take 
a point  at  which  the  United  States  were  represented  in  their  national 
character  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokees,  in  full  assemblage  of  their 
tribe  or  nation,  on  the  other. 

‘^The  first  treaty  held  by  the  United  States  with  the  Cherokees.  after 
the  conquest  we  have  stated,  was  at  Hopewell,  on  the  Keowee,  bearing 
date  November,  1785.  In  this  instrument  we  shall  find  every  right  of 
the  nation  or  tribe  merged  in  the  mere  use,  and  this  use  specially  ap- 
pointed. The  language  of  the  treaty  is : ^The  Commis.siuners  Plenipo- 
tentiary give  peace  to  all  the  Cherokees,  and  receive  them  into  the  favor 
and  protection  of  the  Thiitod  States,  on  the  following  conditions.’  On 
these  conditions,  therefore,  wo  re.-^t  the  proof  of  that  position  we  have 
taken,  without  trespassing  on  your  time  by  comments  on  the  language, 
which  is  une([uivocally  that  of  victors  to  the  vanquished.  Y e shall 
show  an  express  surrender  of  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  no  less 
explicitly  of  soil. 
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“Article  third  of  the  Hopewell  treaty  is  to  this  effect : ^ The  said  In- 
dians, (speaking  of  the  Cherokees,)  for  themselves  and  their  respective 
tribes  and  towns,  do  acknowledge  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  of  no  other  sovereign  whatsoever 

“In  consideration  of  this  surrender,  the  United  States  grant  to  the 
Cherokees,  ‘for  hunting-ground,’  certain  boundaries  designated  by 
the  treaty.  The  power  (or  right  of  granting)  thus  conceded,  settles  all 
oontroversies  respecting  right,  and  points  indubitably  to  him  in  whom  it 
is  vested.  Neither  the  language  of  treaties  nor  of  reason  affords  us  terms 
more  definite,  or  Vv’hich  more  fully  define  the  several  objects  eacli  of  the 
parties  held  in  view,  than  those  used  on'  this  occasion.  The  Cherokees, 
yet  in  the  himter-state  of  society,  required  an  extensive  scope.  They 
had,  by  repeated  aggressions,  drawn  on  their  nation  that  war  which  ter- 
minated in  their  entire  conquest,  without  hope  but  in  the  clemency  of 
the  conqueror.  They  exchange  rights  for  the  usufruct ; aud  this  use 
they  accept  indiscriminately,  on  bounds  over  which,  prior  to  the  sur- 
render, their  rights  did  most  unquestionably  run ; and  also  of  limits 
which,  as  has  been  shown,  they  have  no  other  claim  on,  either  as  de- 
rived from  nature,  from  conquest,  or  usucaption. 

“The  United  States,  advanced  in  improvement,  rich  in  the  extent  of  her 
limits,  and  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  having  secured,  in  terms  too 
obvious  to  be  misconceived,  every  right  thus  acquired,  yields  the  use 
until  her  growing  .‘fettlenients,  or  an  interference  with  the  personal  rights 
of  her  citizens,  might  render  it  necessary  that  it  be  restrained  within 
narrower  bounds ; and  for  this  reason  we  find  the  duration  of  such  use 
undefined. 

“A  short  recapitulation  of  what  has  been  shown,  will  afford  this  result: 
that  the  claim  of  the  Cherokees,  as  founded  on  right,  is  limited  by  the 
Tennessee  River;  that  within  those  limits  such  right  is  not  original,  but 
acquired ; and  that,  whetlicr  they  are  considered  as  an  appendage  of  the 
British  Crovernment  or  an  independent  nation,  the  right  of  conquest  is 
equally  operative,  and  their  abandonment  in  the  one  and  submission  in 
the  other  treaty,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  resolves  every  right  into  the  u.-^e 
before  stated,  founded  on  indulgence  only. 

“By  recurrence  to  dates  wo  shall  find,  that  at  the  time  this  surrender 
was  made  by  the  Cherokees,  cacli  State  retained  an  undiminished  sover- 
eignty, neither  acknowledging  nor  admitting  of  any  paramount  power 
within  her  limits  ; and  though  associated  for  mutual  defence,  yet  a.sso- 
ciated  under  this  restriction:  ‘That  no  State  be  deprived  of  Territory 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Unitcl  States,’  nor  ‘the  legislative  right  of  any 
State,  within  its  own  limits,  be  infringed  or  violated.’  Of  course,  then. 
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every  right  surrendered  by  the  tribe  or  nation  of  Cherokees,  so  far  as 
tiieir  settlements  were  bounded  by  particular  States,  with  ail  advantages 
consequent  on  the  conquest,  inured  to  the  States,  severalhj,  within  who=e 
sovereignty  the  several  portions  of  tlie  tribe  surrendering  chanced  to  fall. 

‘‘Tn  this  state  of  things,  North  Carolina  opened  offices  for  the  sale  of 
the  wliole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  lying  v.dtliin  her  chartered  and  consti- ’ 
tutional  limits.  The  right  on  which  this  measure  was  founded  will  not, 
we  presume,  now  be  questioned,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  it  has  been 
fiirly  and  unequivocally  deduced,  and  a complete  investment  shown. 

“Numerous  purchasers  crowded  to  her  offices  and  became  possessors  of 
the  soil,  in  greater  or  less  quantities,  proportioned  to  their  funds,  and  the 
extent  of  space  they  found  desirable. 

“In  the  State  there  have  been  shown  unquestionable  rights,  and  posses- 
sion only  obstructed  by  her  indulgence  of  the  use,  until  convenience 
should  require  her  to  assume  and  exercise  both  use  and  possession.  It 
cannot  be  presumed  that  in  the  sales  we  find  her  making  to  individuals, 
(honCi  fide  purchasers,)  she  was  negotiating  distant  expect o.ncies,  or  a merely 
possible  possession;  nor  do  her  laws  leave  us  uninstructed  in  the  regions 
of  conjecture,  as  to  her  determination  to  perfect  the  title  by  vesting  the 
occupancy.  Ikit  the  new  order  of  things  which  arose  with  the  new  era 
of  government,  threw  embarrassment  on  the  exercise  of  sovereignty  in 
the  individual  States.  And  to  be  just,  North  Carolina  ceded  the  juris- 
diction to  the  paramount  power,  demanding,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  cession,  a guaranty  to  the  use  for  which  her  faith  stood  pledged 
the  soil  should  be  applied.  And  to  this  act  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

“Thus  every  right  of  the  people  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  con- 
tinued progressing  into  use  until  the  treaty  of  Holston ; which  was  held 
by  A.hlliam  Blount,  Esq.,  late  Governor  of  the  South-western  Territory, 
Commissioner  on  the  j>art  of  tlie  United  States,  with  the  Cherokees,  and 
concluded  July  2d,  1791. 

“In  this  instrument  we  find  a new  boundary  established,  difFerent 
from  that  agreed  ou  at  iropeweil,  and  containing  a cession.  In  the 
se'venth  article  of  the  said  instrument,  a guaranty  is  made  by  the 
United  States  to  the  Cherokee.s  ‘of  all  their  lands.’  And  was  the 
treaty  silent  as  to  hounds,  we  should  conclude — as  it  respected  us — that 
it  had  produced  no  material  change;  but  finding  a boundary  designated, 
including  an  immense  space  of  the  T ennessee  country,  settling  into  right, 
what  was  originally  yielded  In  mere  temporary  use,  it  is  regarrled  iis  in- 
fringement of  right.  It  becomes  our  duty  to  examine  the  constitution- 
ality on  which  this  guaranty  is  founded. 

Under  the  existing  modification  of  our  Government,  we  admit  in  its 
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fullest  extent  tlie  right  of  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  to  form  treaties.  Yet  it  will  not  be 
denied  tliat  this  power  also  has  its  limits  with  the  other  departments  of 
Government.  For,  nothing  in  the  Constitution  ^ shall  be  construed  to 
prejudice  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State.’ 
As  therefore  we  have  shown,  unequivocally,  the  claim  of  North  Carolina, 
settled  as  to  the  bounds  in  question  on  the  most  stable  principles  of 
national  law,  and  yet  more  unerring  language  of  constitutional  forms, 
. . . . the  guarantee  of  these  rights  it  is  our  duty  to  support.  If, 

however,  under  the  pressure  of  imperious  circumstances,  necessity  existed 
to  pass  for  a moment  the  boundaries  of  personal  right,  we  contend  that 
nothing  short  of  national  bankruptcy  can  release  the  United  States  from 
that  demand  accruing  to  the  holders  of  lands  within  these  limits.  The 
Government,  by  our  fundamental  code,  must  provide  a just  compensation. 
In  the  appropriation  tlius  made  of  private  property  to  public  use,  justice 
and  humanity  equally  point  to  the  necessity  that  such  remuneration 
be  immediate. 

“We  are  bound,  notwithstanding,  to  confess  that  we  have  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  discover  such  necessity  in  the  present  case.  Yet 
the  evidences  afforded  by  the  pco})le  of  Tennessee  of  their  love  of  order, 
and  entire  submission  to  every  constitutional  exercise  of  authority,  lead 
us  to  conclude  that  they  will  rest  silent,  if  not  satisfied,  with  either  mode 
in  which  their  claims  may  be  adjusted.  We  know  of  but  two  modes — 
the  one  an  extinction  immediately  of  the  claim  created  to  the  India  ns  by 
the  treaty  last  touched  and  committed  to  your  hands;  the  other,  a 
moneyed  compensation  equivalent  to  the  value  of  the  lands  purchased 
under  the  faith  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  This  is  a just  compen- 
sation required  by  the  Constitution. 

“It  has  been  painful  to  us  thus  to  trespass  on  your  time  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  rights  as  we  have  now’  the  honor  of  laying  before  you.  We 
would  not,  therefore,  willingly  increase  the  debt  of  indulgence.  And 
yet,  when  we  refiect  that  to  us  is  committed  the  duty  to  represent  the 
claims  of  a great  and  apparently  to  us  a greatly  injured  State,  we  should 
hold  ourselves  criminal  to  leave  untouched  any  point  which  might  serve 
to  throw’  light  on  the  subject. 

“It  has  been  stated  tliat  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  contained,  on  the  part 
of  the  Cherokees,  a conqilete  surrender  of  every  right,  both  of  sovereignty 
and  soil;  and  that  sutdi  rights  inured  to  tlie  several  States  within  whose 
limits  the  several  portions  of  the  nation  or  tribe  were  settled.  If  we  arc 
correct,  (and  w’e  are  certainly  supjHU'ted  by  the  higlu*>t  authorities  on 
the  subject,)  this  treaty  must  be  considered  as  it  affected  the  question  of 
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riglit,  one  of  tliose  requiring  no  succession  of  events  to  accomplisli,  but 
complete  once  for  all  and  perfect  on  tbe  spot;  and  thus,  vrhen  valid, 
carried  with  it  an  irrevocable  and  unalterable  effect.  For  vre  find  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  ....  immediately  passing  portions  of 
them  to  individuals.  Thus  she  placed  them  beyond  the  reach  of 
reclamation,  while  she  held  the  Union  under  its  then  existing  form,  the 
guaranty  of  title. 

e would  not  be  umlerstood  to  deny  the  right  of  the  United  States 
to  acquire  lands  in  any  part  of  America,  or  of  the  world;  and,  when  not 
within  the  bounds  of  some  one  of  the  States,  to  revert  that  right,  how- 
ever acquired,  fully  to  the  first  possessor.  On  the  contrary,  we  should 
feel  the  exercise  of  such  power  to  be  at  all  times  the  proper  subject  of 
diplomatic  negotiation.  But  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  this 
may  be  done  on  the  fair  extinction  of  that  subordinate  claim,  held  by 
the  Indians  on  the  soil,  ivithia  the  chartered  limits  of  the  several  States, 
without  first  rescinding  that  part  of  our  fundamental  laws  which  inhibits 
such  construction  of  the  powers  of  Government  as  shall  prejudice  the 
claims  of  the  individual  States. 

“We  beg  you  to  believe  we  possess  entire  confidence  in  your  desire  to 
do  away  any  difficulty,  and  accredit  us,  that  our  warmest  wishes  for 
success  are  attendant  on  your  exertions. 

“Accept  our  respects : 

“James  Kobertson, 
“James  Stuart, 

^ “Laghlin  M’Intosh. 

“Alfred  Moore,  George  Walton,  and  John  Steele,  Esquires,  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  holding  a treaty  with 
the  Cherokees.’' 

deposition  op  colonel  GEORGE  CROGHAN. 

“George^  Croghan,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  Six  Nations  claim,  by  right 
of  conquest,  all  the  lands  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  river  Ohio  do’.vn 
to  the  Cherokee  River,  and  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio  down  to  the  Big 
Miamis  River,  (otherwise  called  Stony  River,)  and  that  the  Six  Nations 
never  had  a claim  of  any  kind,  or  made  any  claim,  to  lands  below  the 
Big  Miamis  or  Stony  River,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio;  but  that  the 
lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio,  below  Stony  River,  were  alwavs 
supposed  to  belong  to  tlie  Indians  of  the  AVestern  Confederacy.  That# 
(Colonel  Croghan,  the  deponent)  ha.s  for  thirty  years  been  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  above  country  and  the  Indians  and  their  different 
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claims  to  territory  j and  never  heard  the  Six  Nations  claims  and  knows 
they  never  did  claim,  beyond  the  above  description,  nor  did  they  ever 
dispute  the  claim  of  the  Western  Confederacy. 

^‘And  further  saith  not. 

^^GtEORGE  Croghan. 

Sworn  to  the  20th  October,  17S1,  before  me,  John  Miller. 

By  this  deposition  of  Colonel  Croghan,  it  apper.rs  that  all  the  land 
north  of  the  Tennessee  belonged  to  the  Six  Nations;  consequently  it 
cannot  belong  to  the  Cherokees.^' 

We  have  mentioned  that  the  Treaty  of  Ilolston  yielded  the  claims  of 
the  white  people  to  such  an  extent  of  territory  as  caused  surprise  and 
dissatisfaction ; that  it  was  done  under  peculiar  circumstances  and  in  the 
vain  hope  of  peace ; that  it  so  reduced  the  territory  on  the  Cumberland 
as  to  encourage  the  Indians  in  the  attempt  to  annihilate  such  small 
settlements.  It  was  subsequently  seen  and  admitted  to  have  been  an 
error  in  judgment  and  a wrong  in  hict. 

We  know  not  the  character  of  the  United  States  Commissioners  very 
particularly ; but  it  certainly  is  not  surprising  that  the  people  of  this 
State  felt  the  greatest  anxiety  in  these  negotiations,  nor  that  intelligent 
and  influential  citizens  should  have  been  appointed  to  be  present  at  the 
treaty.  Indeed,  we  think  Governor  Sevier  would  have  been  very  remiss, 
had  he  not  aj)pointed  suitable  persons  to  attend.  And,  indeed,  we  should 
have  supposed  the  United  States  Commissioners  would  have  rejoiced  to 
meet  with  such  citizens  there,  giving  attention  to  the  negotiation  ; men, 
in  every  accomplishment,  certainly  their  equals,  and  in  some,  greatly 
their  superiors. 

But  so  it  happened,  that  the  presence  of  agents  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  opinions  of  some  persons,  derogated  from  the  character 
and  dignity  of  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
idea  of  “two  sets  of  Commissioners,^^  greatly  troubled  somebody.  One 
of  the  United  States  Commissioners  is  spoken  of  as  “the  most  lofty, 
imperious  blockhead  who  ever  filled  so  important  a position  and  that 
the  treaty  progressed  and  resulted  favorably  “more  from  the  good  sense 
of  the  Indians  than  the  wisdom  and  good  conduct  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  States.’^ 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  Generals  Robertson  and 
Sevier  contributed  greatly  to  whatever  promises  and  prospects  of  favor- 
able results  arose  from  these  interviews  with  the  Irnliaus.  These  men 
understood  in  what  way  to  touch  the  secret  springs  in  the  Indian 
character,  and  how,  wisely,  to  deal  with  them,  in  the  attainment  of  iiu- 


r«(voi  ftws  ,aiW»  i>rf<  fe^rf  ’i'>'rii*B  tw  ; ?polrn-a  ^ toiWo 

i»*-«  •<si1»  fcib  ton  ft’wl*  o4^i  iio<'49(!  ,««A  Wb^t»rofl  X»ii 

e?4Jlo 


fttiM  <wrf<JtoO  <bte*s«fl  ol  ino»8^ 
fciii’J  9ili  Jtttfa  infl4C.{®.  ,*i  ,n-i»%otQ:  l«o"  io  (loijitsoq*^  tidi^’[S‘' 
ii  iliii'>i;t>0ii40!i  iWfttiteK  sfe  sA  OJ  Jwq.-Hoit'J  »<b  I'b  Aston 

^ 0*  o»  saolod  sonao*, 

1.,  . .u',r;lo  «!W»JoK  ^o^iitfrsT  Mrf'UfldJ  Imtiolloaw  ovsiisW 

fc;.-:  {ii&nM  « **  siqoo'tj  ojMw  sift 

' fw!»  rtf  t«4  wtMcwuwi?  ; noijoivjsuraefib 

orfj  «*«  3«))^;  90*sq  lo  sitoa  obr 

Ui«,..ni,.<w*  “ ' 

■ u«  'aWtf  oMrf,  OJ  6»ili«i’9  « n-WoowolttM  . 

* ,-  '2;'  . s.’^V  - 

”'^,T  ».*30Mrio  oitt  to»  woni  »W 

' tiJj  lo  !*1^  tsrf*  tlitbJTO-i  A ied 

’■  ■ siif  .!»  JosJtq  s4  o4'b*4«if-W#,!W^v#<'«aia>»* 

.B»)m»r  riot  not J ' "’ 

libudbi  ,V,i>wi)irf,»nA  . ^;,ai 

ol  i.'soioijft  o«7«iI  bfa^.«»<wjb!i»»s«o3  »bl8  boliflU  odSsbOToqqBS  a7aJ\  ■''  . 

,ao(»  } i(o.^i<ilojaB  arft  oi  ,»wat,«floxl'!it>  asBBj^atitr  tssoi  i 

>i(»iK«s  /4saoa  nt  f>a^‘  (dcnpi  tisiil  ttooqijb'^inoa**  XW»»  »i  , ■ '"’ 


'Jo  ^t«j8 


i TO  « ciii  i0cL  =a_ 


nslsstbia  srfJ  Siitri  hst^otsb,  ,eaO«ii((j  riiaO*  VwOiaiqo  arfj  uj  ,MS»9>in»T 

enO  xt»tf»,a<«!  fasiibwl  xlinffis  ’\mamAivmQ  1o  aJoe  1o  lisbit 
t!»«<  rf?*  «(^^9«oi«lmaw»  gma  ^BsiiaU  srfJ  ^0„ 


:SP'9^ 


,!.arb«i,  - ooiiiBo,  *'5^dto^|f ,1^  . - 

stii  moft  sso»«  ^ 

■ ■ ■"■'V-  ' 'Ita  ■ ‘i-r.«9ii5a£i*Jifla»<ft  to  I 

car  eJlam^sWa  :; 

|.:iifcll<':M,*u  wmA>po»  ; ^. 

'■„^  U tcninbia.  '^  B .niaifa.ri&i^  tob  ,isis«mfa  f%- 

fS”  , " '.1«¥  , I ,'-* 


560 


HISTORY  OF  MIltDLE  TENNESSEE- 


portaiit  ends.  And  it  became  veiy  evident,  at  an  early  day  in  tbe 
conferences,  that  if  the  ‘^utterances  of  Doctor  Hall,”  their  Secretary, 
were  reliable  indications  of  the  qualifications  and  dispositions  of  the 
United  States  Commissioners,  the  people  of  Tennessee  had  nothing 
valuable  to  hope  from  any  treaty  which  should  be  made  through  their 
agency. 

AVe  have  a word  to  say  in  regard  to  the  indifference  so  often  manifested 
by  General  Dobertson  about  pay  or  compensation  for  his  services.  He 
expressed  upon  this,  as  upon  other  occasions,  utter  unconcern ; and  to  an 
intimation  from  some  injudicions  youth  who  perhaps  had  taken  his  “cue” 
from  the  consequential  Doctor  Hall,  “ Some  men  can  always  have  ofiice 
and  pay,”  he  replied:  ‘‘If  there  are  persons  who  desire  any  office  ever 
conferred  here, /or  the  sake  of  pay,  they  ought  to  die  of  starvation  on 
that  foolish  desire.” 

The  question  will  be  asked,  Who  was  the  author  of  this  “Great  Arcm- 
ment  ?”  Who  was  the  man  possessed  of  such  evident  legal  abiliu-  and 
learning  as  are  evinced  in  tliis  communication  ? To  us,  there  appear 
many  indications  of  the  presence  and  work  of  Governor  Blount  and  Gen- 
eral Sevier.  The  principal  facts,  traditions,  and  pretensions  of  Indian 
title  were  familiar  to  General  Kobertson  ; he  had  discussed  them  fre- 
quently with  Indian  chiefs,  and  his  friends  in  the  settlements.  That  he 
and  General  Sevier  were  present,  suggesting  and  aiding  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  document,  we  are  confident.  We  do  not  claim  for  either  of 
them  the  entire  composition.  Two  copies  may  be  seen  in  the  State  His- 
torical Society.  “The  Journal  of  the  Agents,”  whose  names  are  attached 
to  it,  is  yet  in  possession  of  the  worthy  wwiter  of  the  ‘‘Annals  of  Ten- 
nessee,” and  the  Argument  is  copied  therein. 

The  United  States  Commissioners  acknowledged  the  ability  evident  in 
the  paper,  but  regarded  much  of  its  contents  as  irrelevant  to  the  pur- 
poses and  interests  of  their  negotiation.  They  said  it  would  be  their 
duty  and  pleasure  to  transmit  it  to  the  Government. 

This  set  of  commissioners  agreed  upon  no  terms  for  a treaty.  Another 
meeting  was  held,  and  the  treaty  of  20th  September  resulted!  The 
United  States  Commissioners  were  George  Walton  and  Thomas  Butler. 
McIntosh  and  Stuart  had  resigned,  and  General  Robertson  could  not 
attend;  therefore  General  M hite  was  appointed  to  attend  on  behalf  of 
Tennessee. 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

1799-1805. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  chapter  we  had  occasion  to  mention  the  con- 
tempt which  General  Robertson  entertained  of  all  mercenary  motives  in 
any  of  the  services  which  he  rendered  to  the  country : it  is  suitable  to 
give  further  proof  of  it,  as  it  was  manifested  in  the  early  part  of  this  year. 

It  seems  that  in  the  year  1797,  he  had  furnished  two  parties  of  Chick- 
asaws  with  provisions,  ammunition,  and  clothing;  that  he  gave  to*one  ‘‘a, 
big  coat,^^  to  another  ‘^a  coat,'’  to  one  “'a  horse,"  to  several  ^^articles  of 
difierent  kinds,"  etc.;  and  says  of  these  Indians:  ^GVlthough  they  know 
that  I am  no  more  authorized  than  any  other  person  to  supply  them,  yet 
they  Jixed  themselves  on  me,  and  here  tkeij  stick.  All  such  trouble  and 
personal  services  I may  be  able  to  render  my  country,  will  be  fully  com- 
pensated if  my  conduct  meet  wdth  approbation."  Such  was  General 
Robertson  ! such  his  heart,  his  life,  his  character  ! 

General  Washington,  unequalled,  unapproachable  in  the  grandeur  of 
his  character,  and  in  the  consecration  of  his  services  to  the  great  cause 
of  American  liberty,  was  not  alone  in  possession  of  this  pure,  disinter- 
ested, self-sacrificing  spirit. 

In  the  settlement  of  some  of  General  Wilkinson's  accounts,  these  ad- 
vances by  General  Robertson  were  made  known,  and  brought  into  the 
accounts  at  the  Treasury  Department,  in  1799,  and  were  settled,  and 
without  his  application. 

Another  instance  occurs  which  we  may  mention  : In  the  year  1795  (as 
has  been  related)  he  furnished  corn  to  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws, 
the  accounts  for  which  he  did  not  render.  But  in  December,  1804, 
he  was  induced  to  have  his  accounts  verified  by  the  depositions  of  Cob 
Henley,  (Indian  Agent,)  and  by  other  persons,  and  forwarded  to  the 
accountant’s  office  of  the  War  Department.  It  could  not  be  allowed  at 
so  late  a clay,  and  the  Secretary  advised  a petition  to  Congress  for  a 
special  act  for  compensation.  We  doubt  if  he  ever  troubled  himself  or 
others  with  this  matter  at  any  period  thereafter. 

In  the  adjustment  of  account.s  for  military  services,  and  in  the  investi- 
gations and  settlement  of  the  many  questions  arising  from  early  transac- 
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lions  among  tlie  settlers  upon  the  Cumberland,  tbe  presence,  testinionv, 
and  opinions  of  General  Eobertson  were  often  required.  He,  Smith, 
Jackson,  "Weakley,  l)avi.s,  Etlmonson,  Ewing,  and  others  of  the  c-iirly 
settlers,  yet  lived  to  give  such  testimony,  and  to  act  frequently  as  um- 
pires in  disputes  about  land-titles,  boundaries,  and  other  matters.  The 
intelligence  and  weight  of  character  of  such  men  were  of  incalculable 
service  to  the  community.  They  had  the  knowledge  and  firmness  which 
were  requisite,  and  which  justified  them  in  speaking  in  an  authoritative 
tone.  The  extent  to  which  society  is  now  indebted  to  them  on  this 
account  cannot  be  computed. 

During  the  years  1700  and  1800,  political  cmestions’^  were  dis- 
cussed more  earnestly  among  the  Cumberland  settlers  than  at  any  former 
period.  General  Eobertson  never  had  any  necessity  to  seek  for  oSce; 
he  hunted  not  after  fame ; he  was  always  (and,  as  his  friends  often  said, 
strangely)  averse  to  mention  his  own  services.  Never  would  he  speak 
disparagingly  of  the  services  of  others;  there  was  no  place  in  his  en- 
larged soul  for  jealousy  or  envy;  he  loved  to  teU  what  others  did  in  early 
times.  Although  decided  in  his  political  sentiments,  he  was  no  rabid  or 
brawling  politician,  nor  did  lie  sanction  political  enmities. 

At  this  date  the  institution  of  learning  at  Nashville  occupied  much  of 
liis  attention.  The  population  of  the  town  was  on  the  increase,  and  many 
of  the  new'  settlers  had  sons  whom  they  desired  to  have  educated. 

Joseph  xVnderson  and  Daniel  Smith  w'ere  the  Senators  in  Congress  from 
Tennessee.  General  Smith  received  the  executive  appointment  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  resignation  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

The  exciting  political  questions  of  the  day  arose  upon  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws,  and  relations  with  France.  A people  so  independent  in 
m.\nners  and  habits  were  certain  to  discuss  all  such  questions  ^‘without 
fear,  favor,  or  aflection.”  Their  thoughts  and  opinions  had  life  in  them; 
they  spread  their  wings  to  the  breeze,  and  every  man’s  sentiments  were 
known  to  his  neighbor. 

Here  and  in  Kentucky  the  political  friends  of  Jefferson  were  very 
active,  and  they  greatly  rejoiced  at  their  success.  The  controversy  waxed 
fiercely  from  the  time  of  the  election  of  John  Adams  by  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  until  it  became  certain  that  Jefferson  had  received  the 
popular  vote  for  the  next  term. 

These  discussions  brought  forth  a niultitude  of  politicians  in  Tennessee, 
‘Goo  numerous  to  mention.”  The  theatre  for  action  is  rapidly  enlarged ; 
the  ramifications  and  interests  of  society  are  greatly  extended;  and  events 
and  actors  are  too  nearly  connected  with  our  own  day  to  be  brought  into 
the  prescribed  Ikuits  of  our  work. 
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CIRCULAR, 

Knoxville,  September  22,  1799. 

Sir  : — Impressed  by  our  duty,  as  Representatives,  to  convey  to  our 
constituents  all  the  information  connected  v/ith  the  object  of  our  delega- 
tion that  comes  within  our  notice,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  making 
use  of  printed  letters  as  the  only  mode  by  which  that  information  can  be 
generally  diffused. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  has,  as  yet,  been  occupied  by  matters 
of  private  or  local  concern.  Nothing  of  moment  that  has  a general  in- 
fiuence  has,  as  yet,  been  done,  except  the  qualification  of  his  Excellency, 
John  Sevier,  as  Governor  for  the  ensuing  term  of  two  years,  and  the  re- 
election  of  William  IMaclin,  Esq.,  as  Secretary  of  State,  and  Landou 
Carter  and  Robert  Searcy,  Esqrs.,  as  Treasurers. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finances,  relative  to  the  Treasury 
Department  of  Mero  District,  for  your  information,  is  hereto  subjoined  : 

Davidson  County. — Amount  of  taxes  on  lands,  white  and  black 
polls,  town -lots,  stud-horses,  and  billiard -tables,  for  1797  and  1798, 
$2126  39.  Paid  into  the  Treasury,  $2064  22.  Balance  due,  $362  07. 
x\mount  arising  from  probate  of  deeds,  from  October  1st,  1797,  until 
January,  1799,  paid  in  by  the  Clerk,  $165.  Amount  arising  from 
ordinary  licenses  and  law  process,  $146  87-}.  Amount  arising  from 
original  grants  and  deeds  in  same  period,  $116  871. 

Su3iNER  County. — Amount  of  taxes  on  lands,  white  and  black  polls, 
etc.,  $2365  95.  Paid  into  the  Treasury,  $1988  95.  Balance  due, 
$377.  x\mount  from  probate  of  deeds  and  law  process,  $342  121. 
Amount  paid  in  by  Register  for  1797,  $96  25. 

Robertson  County. — Amount  of  taxes  on  lands,  polls,  town-lots, 
stud-horses,  $715  24.  Paid  into  Treasury,  $504.  Balance  due, 
$211  24.  Amount  from  probate  of  deeds,  etc.,  $61  54.  Amount  from 
deeds  and  grants  to  October,  1797,  and  paid  in,  $13  12 L 

Montgo3IERY  County. — Amount  of  taxes  on  lands,  polls,  town -lots, 
stud-horses,  etc.,  $1197  91.  Paid  in,  $566  76.  Balance  due,  $631  15. 

Amount  received  by  Robert  Searcy,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  $6420  60. 
Amount  accounted  for  per  vouchers  filed,  $6442  85. 

Whatever  information  shall  hereafter  occur,  worthy  of  notice,  we  shall 
communicate.  Your  humble  servants, 

R.  Weakley, 

Joel  Lewis, 

W.>[.  Dickson, 

Geo.  ^[.  Deaderick, 
William  Neelly. 
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There  was  no  necessity  for  ^‘another  academy’^,  in  the  town,  yet  politi- 
cal sentiments  had  some  influence  in  an  effort  to  establish  the  ^‘  Federal 
xVeademy.’^  This  was  an  ephemeral  institution^  and  soon  merged  in 
Davidson  Academy,  or  Cumberland  College. 

The  great  companies  of  emigrants  were  impatient  of  the  narrow  limits 
to  which  the  settlements  were  yet  confined.  The  citizens  of  the  State 
became  anxious  for  the  Indian  claim  to  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  to  be  extinguished.  The  discussions  and  publications  which  took 
place  at  the  Treaty  of  Teliico,  July,  179S,  and  especially  the  “ great  argu- 
ment” of  General  rvobertson,  Stuart,  and  iMcIntosh,  produced  entire  iina- 
nimity  of  sentiment  among  the  people  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  State 
to  all  the  lands  which  liad  been  yielded  to  the  Cherokees  at  Ilolston. 
The  opinion  now  prevailed  that  the  Cherokees  had  no  right — that  if  we 
should  have  purchased  of  any  one  of  the  Indian  tribes,  it  should  have 
been  of  the  Chickasa’ws.  But  many  disclaimed  all  right,  title  and  claim  of 
any  of  the  tribes  of  Indians,  insisting  that  they  should  rather  be  con- 
sidered ‘Genants  at  will,”  roving  hunters  b}^  sufferance,  and  never  the 
owners  of  the  soil.  They  were  not  even  nomads. 

These  ideas  had  been  presented  by  General  Robertson  and  others,  but 
in  the  year  1804,  (to  which  date  we  may  descend  without  the  charge  of 
having  overlooked  or  omitted  any  matter  of  importance,)  there  appears 
another  advocate,  learned  and  decided,  of  these  views.  This  is  Return  J. 
Meigs,  who  had  received  the  appointment  of  Indian  Agent,  and  took  up 
his  residence  near  tlie  Cherokees  at  South-west  Point,  from  which  place 
he  addressed  a letter  to  General  Robertson,  under  date  21st  December, 
1804.  Portions  of  this  letter  we  consider  to  be  so  clear  and  satisfiictory, 
that  we  shall  quote  them  without  apology.  It  seems  that  General  Robert- 
son had  written  to  Colonel  Meigs  three  letters,  (two  in  Xovember  and  one 
in  December,)  in  which  he  had  presented  his  views  of  this  Indian  ques- 
tion, In  his  letter  of  11th  December  the  General  had  furnished  “a  copy 
of  the  instrument  from  President  Washington,  under  tlie  seal  of  the 
United  States,  ackuowlodging  the  CliicJaLsaw  claim  to  lands  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Tennessee,”  pointing  out  the  boundaries,  and  pledging  pr-> 
tection  of  the  same  to  them. 

General  Robertson,  Colonel  Meigs,  and  others,  now  resolved  to  make 
good  use  of  this  instrument,  and  under  it  (if  they  could  not  prevail  by 
the  title  from  con(pie.'t  and  right  of  sovereignty)  they  resolved  to  gain  a 
title,  which  the  governimmt  itself  should  also  “guarantee”  to  TenneS'Ce. 

There  was  science  in  this  couiisel  of  General  Robert.'?on  ; there  was 
ability  and  skill  in  Meigs  and  others  who  came  to  the  advocacy.  But  to 
these  extracts ; 
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thank  you,  sir,  for  all  the  exertions  you  have  made  in-  procuring 
the  wished-for  information.  I am  now  satisfied  that  the  Chickasaws  have 
an  undoubted  right  to  sell  those  lands,  and  am  fully  convinced  that  there 
was  an  error  at  that  early  period  in  the  treaties  at  Hopewell  and  Holston, 
in  ccAlnrj  a great  part  of  these  lands  to  the  Cherokees. 

^‘x\t  that  time  accurate  information  was  with  difficulty  obtained  of  the 
rights  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  clashing  of  their  claims  may  give  some 
trouble  to  the  United  States ; but  we  must  make  the  best  arrangements 
we  can,  and  do  justice  to  both  parties. 

‘‘The  Chickasaws  had  better  sell  their  right  as  soon  as  they  can;  for 
until  this  is  done  the  Cherokees  will  talk  about  their  claim.  When  the 
sale  is  made,  there  will  be  an  end  to  the  extravagant  claim  of  the 
Cherokees. 

“The  more  I reflect  on  this  business,  the  more  I am  convinced  that 
the  Cherokees  have  no  just  claim  or  right  to  these  hinds. 

“When  I first  came  to  this  agency,  the  Cherokees  sometimes  called 
this  land  theirs;  at  other  times  they  called  it  the  ‘Middle  Hunting- 
Grounds,'  the  ‘ Hunting-grounds  of  the  Four  Xations,’  etc.  Their  conduct 
for  several  years  past  indicates  that  they  are  doubtful  of  the  validity  of 
their  claim.  They  have  but  recently  had  a few  settlements  on  any  part 
'of  this  land.  The  settlement  made  by  Double-Head  was,  I believe,  pro- 
jected by  the  Cherokees  as  an  essay  ‘to  try  their  title.’ 

“The  Cherokee  chieis  once  sent  to  me  a remonstrance  against  our 
garrison  placed  at  Bear  Creek : this  was  another  essay  to  try  their  title. 
I sent  them  the  treaty  held  in  1780  with  the  Chickasaws  at  Hopewell, 
showing  the  grant  of  a place  for  a garrison  or  trading-post.  This  silenced 
them ; and  they  have  never  since  opened  their  mouth  to  me  on  the 
subject ! All  these  circumstances  confirm  me  that  they  have  only  partial 
claim,  at  most,  for  any  part  of  that  land. 

“I  wish  (to  save  expense)  that  we  could  have  assurances  that  the 
Chickasaws  will  sell ; at  all  events,  we  ought  to  have  a treaty.  .... 
I concur  in  the  opinion  expresseil  in  your  letter  of  11th  instant:  ‘The 
purchase  of  the  Ciiickasaws  will  hasten  the  extinguishment  of  the  Cher- 
okee claim  to  the  lands  between  Fast  and  West  Tennessee.'  If  the 
Chickasaw  chiefs  should  make  a visit  to  the  seat  of  government,  which 
you  mention  as  about  to  take  place,  perhaps  the  cession  will  be  made 
there ; but  this  is  uncertain,  and  I think  a treaty  should  be  called  in  the 
spring." 

(He  presents  arguments  to  be  urged  upon  Congress  to  make  an  appro- 
priation for  such  a treaty.) 

“The  purchase  of  that  laud  will  much  relieve  a great  number  of  per- 
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sons  wlio  have  inyested  their  money  in  those  lands,  and  who  are  justly 
looking  np  to  the  G-oveniment  for  an  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title.” 

A memorial  was  forwarded  to  Congress  from  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, urging  an  extinguishment  of  tliese  Indian  claims,  and  the  policy 
was  then  initiated  of  giving  the  Indians  lands  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  those  on  w'hich  they  hunted  here.  (See  Re- 
port in  favor  of  Tennessee  3Iemorial.) 

The  services  of  General  Robertson  were  required  as  usual  in  the  pre- 
parations for  these  negotiations,  and  at  the  conferences  or  treaties. 

The  Chcrokees  were  invited  to  a treaty  at  Tellico  Block-house  on  10th 
October,  at  which  they  urged  the  Chiekasaws  to  be  present. 

^ Major  George  Colbert  (a  chief  of  the  Chiekasaws)  was  opposed  to  a 
sale — unless  a reservation  shouM  be  made  in  his  favor  of  a tract  of  land 
on  each  side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  at  his  ferry.  After  the  departure  of 
General  Robertson  to  the  treaty,  Colbert  and  several  other  chiefs  arrived 
at  Nashville,  and  hud  an  interview'  with  William  P.  Anderson,  Esq.,  (who 
had  only  two  days  before  returned  from  the  hluscle  Shoals,  where  he  had 
been  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  proposed  treaty.)  Colonel  Anderson 
was  desired  to  fonvard  a talk  to  General  Robertson  from  these  Chickasaw 
chiefs,  which  was  as  follows : 

“ The  Cherokees  have  sent  to  us  a talk,  and  desired  us  to  attend  the 
present  treaty,  in  order  there  to  investigate  their  different  titles  to  the 
disputed  territory.  Colbert  answers,  that  if  the  invitation  came  from  the 
United  States  it  would  be  attended  to.  He  further  says  that  you,  General, 
know  the  extent  and  boundary  of  their  claim;  that  when  the  treaty  was 
held  at  your  house  it  was  all  talked  over,  and  therefore  he  hopes  you  will 
not  now  stand  by  and  see  the  Cherokees  do  him  injustice.” 

‘‘Double-Head  says  he  is  opposed  to  any  sale.  He  asked  me  if  the 
Chiekasaws  would  sell  their  land  on  this  side  of  the  Tennessee;  I told 
him  they  would  : at  this  ho  seemed  thunder-struck. 

“It  is  a fact:  the  Chickasaw's  will  sell.  Keep  alive  this  idea;  it  will 
alarm  the  Cherokees  into  measures  that  are  right. 

“Double-Head  is  a great  rascal,  and  Chisholm  and  others  who  dictate 
to  him  are  no  no  letter.  . . . All  such  villains  have  their  price,  as 

their  own  doom  also  awaits  them Keep  these  ideas  to  your- 

self, and  mix  not  my  name  in  it.” 

These  ideas  and  suggestions  were  not  new  to  General  Robertson  ; but 
some  of  the  information  thus  communicated  was  of  service  in  future  dis- 
cussions, for  at  this  conference  not  much  of  a decided  character  was  at- 
tained. 

General  Robertson  now  was  the  more  confirmed  in  the  opinion  he  had 
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entertained  and  expressed^  that  they  were  making  use  of  tlie  right  kind 
of  thunder’  to  frighten  the  CherokecS;  and  that  it  was  wise  to  keep  up  a 
constant  rejjort. 

After  General  Robertson  returned  home  from  Tellleo,  Colonel  Meigs 
and  General  Smith  urged  Governor  Sevier  to  write  General  Robertson  to 
visit  the  Chickasaw's,  and  to  consider  well  the  policy  of  encouraging  the 
Chickasaws  to  insist  upon  their  claim  to  the  lands;  and  not  permit  the 
Cherokees  to  get  all.’^ 

General  Robertson  promptly  engaged  in  this  business,  or,  we  should 
rather  say,  he  continued  to  exert  himself  for  the  accomplishment  of  all 
the  great  ends  so  desirable  to  his  fellow'-citizens. 

He  had  interviews  and  entered  into  correspondence  with  some  of  the 
Chickasaw  chiefs.  The  original  letter  in  reply,  from  Chin-nubbe,  (King 
of  the  nation,)  3[ajor  George  Colbert,  Okoye,  and  Charles,  is  before  u.s^ 
and,  as  it  contains  important  historical  information,  we  shall  make  free 
quotations  therefrom.  It  is  dc.ted  ‘‘  Chickasaw  Nation,  January  25, 1805.’^ 

‘‘  If  we  were  disposed  to  sell  that  land,  we  would  not  sell  by  whole- 
sale; when  we  sell,  it  will  be  by  the  acre — same  as  white  people  sell.  It 
is  true  the  game  is  scarce ; but  that  is  the  only  place  my  children  and 
warriors  get  their  living,  and  hunt. 

^*You  mention  that  Cherokees  and  my  people  joined  in  war  on  the 
Shawnees.  Vhe  never  was  : it  is  not  so. 

“ "When  the  Shawnees  first  came,  they  came  up  the  Tennessee,  and  then 
up  Bear  Creek  about  thirty  miles,  and  there  left  their  canoes,  and  came 
to  war  with  the  Chickasaws,  and  killed  several  of  our  people. 

The  chiefs  and  w'arriors  of  my  nation  turned  out  against  them,  and 
drove  them  off.  Froiir  thence  they  went  to  the  Creeks,  and  lived  there 
awhile,  and  then  they  returned  back,  and  crossed  at  the  ‘ Chickasaw  Old 
Field,’  above  ‘ Muscle  8hoals;’  from  thence  they  went  on  to  Buck  River, 
and  Cumberland  River,  and  settled  there.  The  Chickasaws  found  them 
out,  and  two  of  our  principal  chiefs  in  those  days,  Oj)oi  Jfeti-Jiah  and 
Polish^- Met ihah,  raised  their  warriors — went  against  the  Shawnees,  and 
defeated  them — took  all  their  horses,  and  brought  them  into  our  na- 
tion. 

^^The  Cherokees  had  no  part  in  the  war.  ITe  drove  them 
without  any  a.ssistancc  from  any  red  people. 

Some  day  we  will  sell  that  land;  we  will  let  you  know.” 

Here  were  some  rather  “hard  cases  to  deal  with;”  but  “these  four 
did  not  constitute  the  nation.”  An<l,  besides,  it  was  thouglit  that  Gen- 
eral Robertson  c»»uld  “manage  even  them.” 

They  soon  applied  to  Colonel  5Ieigs  and  General  Robertson  to  have  a 
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road  opened  from  the  Cumberland  settlements  bj  the  IMuscle  Shoals  on 
to  Georgia;  and  that  the  white  people  should  have  a fort  and  a set- 
tlement somewhere  between  the  Ghickasaws  and  Cherokees,  to  preserce 
peace.  This  precaution''’  was  approved  by  General  Kobertson  and  CoL 
Meigs.  The  idea  originated  with  them. 

And  thus  the  leaven  was  working,  and  left  to  work  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  1804,  and  to  swell  and  rise  higher  in  the  year 
1805. 
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CIIAPTEll  XXXVI. 

1805. 

In  March,  General  Robertson  ma-Ie  his  preparations  to  leave  home 
and  proceed  to  the  Chickasaw,  and  thence  to  the  Choctaw  nation.  He 
had  in  view  important  negotiations.  Clothed  with  authority,  a commis- 
sion and  instructions  from  the  War  Hepartment,  this  thoughtful  public 
agent  mounted  his  horse,  (accompanied  by  one  servant  and  a pack-horse,) 
quit  the  comforts  of  home,  the  endearments  of  his  family,  and  journeyed 
through  the  forests  and  the  cane-brakes  to  the  accomplishment  of  an 
object  upon  which  his  mind  had  been  intent  for  the  last  five-and-twenty 
years  : a purpose  to  attain  which  he  had  studied  and  toiled  long — 
for  which  he  perilled  his  life  many  a time ; in  the  securing  of  which  he 
had  suffered  greatly,  and  witnessed  sufferings  and  sacrifices  by  others 
which  we  have  endeavored  to  record  to  his  and  their  lasting  honor. 

His  mission  was  to  secure  a relinquishment  of  the  Chickasaw  claim  to 
Middle  Tennessee.  He  carried  with  him  but  few  presents.  He  used 
none  of  those  artifices  too  common  in  negotiations,  none  of  those  ap- 
pliances which  corrupt  the  heart,  pervert  the  judgment,  and  debase 
the  soul  of  civilized  and  savage  men.  He  had  no  ardent  spirits 
with  which  to  “ drug  the  souls  of  men his  gifts  were  few  and 
simple,  and  of  little  cost.  But  his  own  presence,  frankness  and  kind- 
ness, and  long-known  integrity,  secured  him  a kind  reception  and  ready 
communication  with  the  chiefs  and  warriors.  He  was  not  a stranger 
among  enemies,  but  a tried  friend  among  those  who  respected  him. 

In  May  he  met  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmore,  (Indian  agent,)  who  by  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  directed  to  associate  with  General  Robertson  in  this 
interview  for  a treaty.  Tlie  chiefs  and  head-men  of  the  Chickasaws  came 
together,  and  conferences  and  talks  were  continued  from  day  to  day  with 
these  two  United  States  Commissioners,  until,  on  the  23d  of  July,  l'^05, 
they  gave  a quit-claim  and  total  relinquishment  of  their  title  to  all  lands 
from  the  Ohio  and  mouth  of  the  Tennessee,  up  the  main  channel  of  that 
river  to  the  mouth  of  Buck  River,  up  Buck  on  the  loR  bank  to  the  Col- 
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unibian  higliway  or  road  from  Xatclicz  to  Nashville^  tlience  along  said 
road  to  tlie  dividing  ridge  between  Duck  and  Buffalo,  eastwardly  along 
said  ridge  to  tlie  great  ridge  between  tbe  waters  of  tlie  Tennessee  and 
Buffalo,  near  tlie  source  of  Buffalo  ; thence  in  a direct  line  to  the  great 
Tennessee  Hiver,  near  the  Cliickasav/  Old  Fields,^^  or  eastern  point  of 
the  claim  of  the  Chickasaws  on  that  river ; thence  northwardly  to  and  on 
the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  from  those  of  the  Cum- 
berland, including  the  waters  which  run  into  the  Elk  • thence  along  the 
great  ridge  to  the  lieginning,  reserving  one  mile  square  on  the  Tennessee 
at  the  mouth  of  Duck  River  for  0-ko-ye,  (or  Tis-shu-mas-tubbc,)  one 
of  the  chiefs. 

The  consideration  for  this  grant  was  820,000,  mostly  paid  in  goods; 
one  thousand  dollars  each  to  Colbert  and  0-ko-ye,  and  an  annuity  of  one 
hundred  dollars  to  Chin-nubbe,  the  king  of  the  nation.  Most  of  these 
goods  w'ere  brought  to  the  treaty-ground  by  Mr.  Dinsmore. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  prohibited  from  settling  on  any 
of  this  newly-cedoil  territory  for  three  years.  These  three  years  would 
expire  on  the  23d  of  July,  1808, 

The  treaty  being  duly  ratified,  the  citizens  here  greatly  rejoiced.  The 
news  of  this  purchase,  and  the  choice  character  of  much  of  the  land, 
started  afresh  the  tide  of  emigration.  Land-hunters  and  surveyors  were 

speering  all  through  the  wild  woods,^^  impatient  for  the  arrival  of  the 
day  on  which  ‘‘  the  hated  line  should  be  blotted  out/^  and  they  could  en- 
ter in  and  possess  the  land. 

^Mn  the  settlements,  if  we  ever  found  a coward  or  a mean  fellow,  who 
was  in  the  Way,  we  used  to  ^ /ta(e  him  out,’  until  we  got  clear  of  him 

The  feeling  towards  this  restrictive  line  seems  to  have  been  much  of 
the  same  kind,  and  they  hated  it”  until  it  disappeared.  It  had  re- 
strained the  old  settlers  from  pursuing  savages  wEo  had  stolen  and  scalped 
in  the  settlements. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  thousands  of  emigrants  had 
gathered  near  the  obi  line,  anxinus  to  cross  over  and  possess  themselves 
of  the  rich  territory  beyond.  Notwithstanding  the  prevhibition  to  settle, 
the  exploration  of  the  newly-ceded  country  w*as  prosecuted  thoroughly. 
The  rich  lands  upon  Duck  had  been  known  from  the  day  of  surveying 
and  laying  off  the  donation  to  General  Greene.  Portions  of  that  valu- 
able tract  had  been  purchased  by  most  worthy  emigrants.  The  earliest 
party  which  opened  a wagon-road  through  the  cane,  and  across  the  Duck 
River,  passed  on  to  this  bo«iy  of  lands  and  settled  around  “ Zion  Church,” 
in  Maury  Count}',  in  1808. 

Colonel  3Ieigs  and  General  Daniel  Smith  (of  Sumner  County)  con- 
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eluded  a treaty  with  the  Creeks,  by  which  they  relinquished  their  claim 
to  lands  from  the  mouth  of  Duck  River,  up  the  same  to  the  fork  at  Xash’s 
fort,  thence  by  direct  course  to  a point  on  the  Tennessee,  opposite  Hiwas- 
see,  up  Tennessee  to  the  mouth  of  Clinch,  up  Clinch  to  the  former 
boundary,  etc.  Consideration,  814,000. 

Provision  was  made  for  opening  a road  from  “ the  neighborhood  of 
Franklin  on  Big  Ilarpejh,  crossing  the  Tennessee  near  Muscle  Shoals — 
direct  route  to  the  settlements  on  the  Tombigby.^^ 

Thus  these  men,  to  whose  sound . judgment  and  foresight  we  have  al- 
luded, have  now  accomplished  very  considerable  portions  of  the  great 
objects  which  they  had  in  view,  as  evinced  in  the  correspondence  entered 
upon  some  years  since  between  them. 

Their  superior  intelligence  was  shown  by  Robertson  in  The  Great 
Argument,”  and  by  Meigs  in  his  commentary  or  appendix,  as  we  may 
call  his  letter  to  General  Robertson. 

Middle  Tennessee  is  now  relieved  of  all  Indian  claims ; and  for  other 
territory  yet  more  distant  but  important,  these  treaties  have  prepared  the 
way.  They  are  strides  long  and  wide  in  the  right  direction.  The  perils 
and  the  sufferings  endured  for  so  many  years  are  now  issuing  in  the  pos- 
session of  invaluable  territory,  and  the  opening  of  the  way  for  the  on- 
coming floods  of  population.  The  storm  and  the  tempest  had  spent  their 
fury — they  were  over  and  gone — the  desolations  in  their  tracks  were  dis- 
appearing. Towns  and  farms,  and  country  homes,  and  schools  and 
churches,  and  passable  roads,  indicated  the  changes  in  the  ‘‘  old  pent-up 
boundaries  of  the  Cumberland  settlements.”  The  stations”  were  no 
longer  regarded  as  military  posts,  or  the  places  for  These  were 

now  to  be  thrown  far  in  advance,  and  this  with  little  apprehension  of  any 
such  danger  or  renewal  of  the  scenes  of  carnage,  robbery,  and  suffering, 
endured  here  in  earlier  years. 

When  Robertson  was  engaged  in  perfecting  his  treaty  relinquishment 
from  the  Chickasaws,  he  knew  that  Meigs  was  employed  in  his  field  for 
the  accomplishment  of  a like  result  from  the  Cherokees.  They  had  con- 
sulted and  corresponded  ; they  harmonized  in  opinions  ; they  sought  the 
same  ends,  by  the  same  means  and  arguments ; and.they  were  alike  suc- 
cessful. They  removed  the  pretence  of  right  of  the  Indians,  and  left 
them  no  e.xcu.«e  for  disturbing  the  white  settlements. 

With  each  nation  they  could  pursue  the  same  line  of  argument:  “It 
is  a wilderne.ss  where  you  have  no  towns ; where  you  do  not  contemplate 
having  any  ; where  you  have  lost  many  of  your  hunters  and  warriors, 
and  yet  have  no  posse.ssion  ; where  neither  will  permit  the  other  to  estab- 
lish themselves,  even  should  the  whites  not  interfere,  take  sides,  or  them- 
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selves  make  intrusions.  Some  of  your  people  have  expressed  a desire  to 
go  where  the  game  is  more  ahiindant.  The  Shawnees,  the  Delawares,  and 
other  Indians  across  the  3Iississippi,  find  the  game  there  Mike  cattle  in 
a fields  so  numerous  and  so  tame.’  From  the  woods  between  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland  you  and  the  white  people  have  destroyed  or 
driven  off  the  buffalo;  elk,  ami  deer;  from  Cumberland  to  the. Ohio  Mhe 
Yirginians,  with  their  long  knives/  have  got  ejitire  possession,  and  it 
will  be  so  to  the  Tennessee.’’ 

These  negotiators  knew  the  doubtful  character  of  the  claims  of  these 
Indians  to  any  of  this  region,  but  they  ‘Mesolved  to  hmsh  them  up  for 
ever,”  and  they  did  it.  And  in  so  doing,  neither  of  them  can  be  charered 
with  deceiving  or  imposing  upon  them.  They  allowed  the  comrjensations 
which  were  asked,  and  there  remained  to  the  hunters  their  usual  ranges 
for  ^^fire  and  still-hunts.” 

General  Robertson  remained  some  time  among  the  Chickasaws,  to 
secure  their  good  will,  and  to  harmonize  all  views  upon  the  compact  or 
treaty  of  July  2od.  There  was,  indeed,  little  or  no  opposition  to  that,  or 
to  a sale  of  their  claim.  The  point  was  to  obtain  as  much  as  they  could. 
It  was,  on  both  sides,  the  driving  of  a bargain  between  parties,  one  of 
whom  was  anxious  to  buy  and  the  other  to  sell.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
charged,  upon  either  Robertson  or  IMeigs,  that  they  intended  to  or  did 
‘•drive  a hard  bargain  1”  We  have  shown  that  neither  of  them  regarded 
the  claims  of  these  Indians  as  of  such  validity  as  to  be  beyond  dispute. 
Both  of  them  were  disputed;  had  long  been  in  dispute.  Neither  had 
possession  or  felt  willing  to  contend  with  each  other  with  all  their  force 
and  to  the  last  extremity  for  possession.  If  it  was  not  neutral  ground, 
it  was  so  lying  waste  that  a good  Providence  evidently  called  for  the  pro- 
per people  to  step  in,  take  possession,  and  put  an  end  to  the  wasting 
savage  warfares.  The  white  race  was  called  upon  to  end  this  strife. 

General  Robertson,  having  accomplished  his  work  among  the  Chicka- 
saws, proceeded  to  the  Choctaw  nation;  and  there  he  met  with  Silas 
Dinsmore,  the  United  States  Agent  in  that  nation.  General  Robertson 
was  personally  known  to  several  of  the  head-men  in  this  nation.  His 
good  name  had  proct^led  him,  and  there,  as  in  the  Cherokee  country,  he 
was  met  most  cordially.  The  tokens  of  welcome  were  “shaking  of  hands, 
ofiering  of  the  pipe,  and  ten  times  as  much  ash-cake,  big-hominy,  and 
mixed  meats  as  he  and  his  party  could  stomach — with  Sijuaws’  cooking.’’ 
He  skilfully  managed  to  have  his  meals  prepared  by  his  own  cook,  and 
give  no  offence. 

What  one  of  the  company  said,  wo  Jawic  is  not  the  worst  slander  tluit 
was  ever  uttered,  in  regjird  to  “Choctaw”  omelets  and  ollapodrida- 
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do  not  remember  tlie  term  or  word  in  Choctaw  used  to  express 
these  ^confounded  mixtures/  but  whatever  it  is^  it  concentrates  in  its 
meaning  all  the  essences  and  all  the  odors  which  would  make  a delicate 
stomach  ‘ abhor  all  manner  of  meats/  and  induce  one  to  vow,  with  St. 
Paul,  that,  as  these  ‘bretlireu  offend  me  with  their  meats,  I will  eat  no 
more  meat  as  long  as  the  world  standeth,  lest  I encourage  these  my 
brethren  to  sin.’  After  one  of  these  dishes,  I tried  to  turn  m}'self  inside 
out,  and  I came  within  an  inch  of  doing  it,  and  within  half  an  inch  of 
losing  my  life.” 

But  there  were  exceptions;  they  prepared  some  really  savory  and 
palatable  dishes — for  a humary  soul.'^ 

After  consultation  with  31  r.  Dinsinore  and  several  of  the  Choctaw 
chiefs,  it  was  resolved  to  call  an  assemblage  of  the  nation,  or  of  the  head- 
men and  warriors,  to  confer  about  terras  of  cession  of  a portion  of  the 
Choctaw  lands.  They  agreed  to  convene  at  3[ount  Dexter,  (as  Dinsmore 
named  the  eminence,)  in  the  ]>ortiori  of  the  country  known  by  the  poly- 
syllabic name  of  Poo-sha-puk-a-nuk. 

Goods  were  packed  to  the  place  of  meeting;  corn,  meat,  salt,  and  con- 
diments were  prepared — shelter.",  and  a council-house;  and  the  Indians, 
with  their  tykes  and  their  pappoose.s,  came.  The  result  was  a relinquish- 
ment of  the  Choctaw  claim  to  a large  extent  of  country  on  the  Ilomo- 
chitto,  and  other  streams  in  the  3Iississippi  Territory.  This  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  ltdth  day  of  Xovomber,  1805. 

We  thus  see  at  what  distances,  and  to  what  great  and  valuable  pur- 
poses, General  Robertson  has  been  laboring.  He  did  not  enter  into  these 
treaties  and  purchases  ignorantly ; he  prepared  himself  to  reply  intelli- 
gently to  the  many  impiiries  which  he  knew  would  be  made  of  him  as 
to  the  country  thus  purchased;  he  travelled  over  much  of  it. 

After  the  accomplishment  of  the  business  of  that  mission,  adjusting 
matters  as  far  as  was  then  possible,  and  setting  in  train  measures  and 
applying  influences  which  were  sure  to  w'ork  out  a further  cession  of 
lands.  General  Robertson  returned  to  Na.shville,  early  in  August.  lie 
thus  travelled,  going  and  returning,  probably  eight  hundred  miles,  be- 
sides his  extensive  explorations  of  the  country.  But  he  had  to  make 
another  journey  from  Nashville  to  Poo-sha-puk-a-nuk,  and  resort  to  ^^the 
influence  of  such  rcasonahhi  presents  [under  the  authority  of  a letter 


* David,  the  cook,  u.sod  to  say,  that  “an  Indian  omelet  was  a mess  into  which 
they  let  all  sorts  of  things  drop.”  We  will  not  repeat  his  description  of  a Choc- 
taw or  Chickasaw  imitatioit  of  the  Spanish  ollapodrida.  It  leaves  a long  disgust 
of  lizards  and  Imd-terrapins. 
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from  tlie  Secretary  of  War]  as  circumstances  might  require/^  He  well 
understood  these. 

Mr.  Diusmore  had  written  to  General  Kobertson,  “The  heart  of  old  Puck- 
shu-nub-be  is  crooked/’  and  it  demanded  the  skill  of  General  Robertson 
and  “reasonable  presents”  to  “take  the  kinks  out.”  *: 

A journey  to  the  moon,  we  liave  often  heard  of,  but  this  journey  to 
Poo-sha-puk-a-mik  had  reality  in  it.  The  way  w'as  in  the  forest,  through 
dense  cane-brakes,  through  lo\7  swamps,  and  across  deep  bayous,  and 
travelled  almost  as  much  by  moon  as  by  sunlight,  in  the  hot  weather 
of  the  season.  But  yet  he  was  asked  to  make  it  a second  time  in  this 
same  yeixr. 

Mr.  Dinsmore  wrote:  “Though  the  fatigue  and  inconvenience  have 
been  great,  yet  they  have  not  been  ihe  greatest  ever  endured  by  man.” 
General  Robertson  was  accustomed  to  fatigue  and  inconvenience,  and 
would  not  refuse  to  go  again,  though,  from  the  “fall  which  he  had  some 
time  since  received  from  his  horse,”  he  should  find  it  very  painful  to 
travel.  He  thought  the  distance  and  wearisomeness  of  the  journey  were 
fully  expressed  in  the  Choctaw  name,  and  that,  if  a meeting  could  be 
held  at  Poo-sha,  it  would  be  only  half  the  distance  to  puh-a-nuh.  He 
wished  to  divide  the  distance  and  the  word.  He  had,  however,  to  go  the 
whole  distance  and  the  entire  name,  the  ‘^Poo-sha”  and  the  puk-a-nul:.” 

He  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  8th  August,  after  his  late 
mission,  that  he  and  Mr.  Hinsmore  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  holding 
another  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  as  they  believed  them  “ well  disposed 
to  sell  a large  scope  of  country  on  the  xilabama  and  Tombigby  Rivers. 
Expecting  to  return  to  the  Choctaws,  we  preferred  to  keep  the  Chicka- 
saw treaty  open  until  fall,”  (and  further  instructions  from  the  Govern- 
ment.) “The  Indians  desired  time  for  consultation,”  and  “they  wish 
and  expect  another  conference.” 

But  the  system  of  rigid  economy  which  characterized  the  Administra- 
tion W'as  strongly  opposed  to  “ so  many  of  these  Indian  treaties  The 
Secretary  of  War  (Henry  Bearborne)  thought  it  proper  to  “'express 
some  surprise,  and  to  ask  an  explanation  of  General  Robertson  and  3Ir. 
Dinsmore,  of  the  items  furnished  for  those  treaties.  The  supplies  seem 
very  large  where  there  were  only  two  Commissioners.  Some  of  the 
articles,  one  would  suppose,  must  have  remained  on  hand  at  the  clo.-«^  of 
the  treaties,  and  the  Department  w'ould  respectfully  inquire  what  was 
done  with  them?  . . Among  other  extraordinary  articles  for  an  Indian- 
treaty  in  the  leoods,  for  tico  Commissioners,  may  be  noticed  raisins,  an- 
chovies, cinnamon,  nutmegs,  jyiehdes,  etc.,  amounting  to  near  two  hundred 
dollars.  . . . The  department  presumes  that  the  supplies  were  furnished 
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under  tlie  directions  of  Mr.  Dinsmore,  and  tlie  only  motive  for  mention- 
ing this  subject  to  you,  sir,  is  to  show  that  such  things  do  not  pass  vrith- 
out  notice.’'  This  letter  i.s  addressed  to  the  General,  but  to  give  Silas  a 
rap  over  his  friend’s  shoulders. 

These  friends  had  a liearty  laugh  over  this  letter  of  the  AV ar  Depart- 
ment. They  sat  down  thoughtfully,  with  great  respect  and  much  deliber- 
ation, and  wrote  ‘‘an  explanation  of  their  anchovy  andgou7j?e  accounts 

The  order  had  been  given  (as  usual  at  such  treaties)  to  have  a supply 
of  provisions,  groceries,  and  lir|uors.  The  contractor  was  liberal  enough 
to  agree  to  take  back  and  make  allowance  for  what  should  not  be  used. 
^^Biit,”  say  the  worthy  Commissioners,  claim  to  be  temperate  men, 
• both  as  to  eating  and  drinking.  It  is  true  there  were  only  tico  of  us,  but 
we  never  had  less  than  twenty-nine  at  table,  and  this  for  many  days. 
'\Chcn  Indians  eat,  they  eat  indeed;  and  when  they  drink,  they  know  no 
law  which  says  ^ enough  is  enough  !'  ” 

Mr.  Dinsmore  says  : ‘C-Vs  for  myself,  I find  that,  in  this  climate,  a little 
wine  or  brandy  is  as  important  in  my  drink  as  bread  and  meat  for  my 
food.  We  all  have  good  appetites  here  ‘in  the  woods,'  and  it  would  do 
the  heads  of  Departments  good  to  see  how  we  relish  our  meals,  seasoned 
with  cinnamon,  anchovies,  and  pickles.  . . . An  Indian  can  eat  enough 
•at  one  meal  to  last  him  a week.  Whoever  should  see  Piick-shu-nubbe, 
old  Mussula-tubbe,  old  Push-mata-hoy,  or  a score  of  these  Falstaffs  in  the 
woods  at  a feast,  would  suppose  they  were  indeed  eating  a last  meal — one 
that  they  intended  should  outlast  the  present  moon,  and  the  next  show 
her  horns,  and  wax  and  wane;  and  when  they  drink,  they  do  it  with 
hearty  good-will." 

On  the  12th  of  October,  Mr.  Dinsmore  wrote  to  General  Robertson, 
most  earnestly  urging  him  to  meet  him  at  Ho-hu-ldn-toop-a,  in  tbe 
Choctaw  nation,  for  “ they  are  disposed  to  sell  a larger  scope  of  country 
than  we  had  asked  of  them  ! IVc  must  meet  their  present  liberal  dis- 
position. I believe  we  can  obtain  a tract  of  country  fifty  miles  wide 
on  an  average,  connecting  this  district  with  Natchez,  containing  at  least 
four  and  a half  millions  of  acres.  This  opportunity  must  not  be  lost; 
there  may  not  be  another  such  for  years.  Meet  me  here  or  at  Pitch- 
lyu's  by  1st  of  November  at  farthest." 

And  in  a “ P.  S."  he  adds:  “We  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to 
wijic  out  the  remcmhrance  of  the  ajvhovies,  by  the  success  of  this  treaty. 
I hope  the  fall  from  your  horse  will  not  prevent  your  coming." 

On  the  20th  of  October,  Coneral  Robertson  wrote  to  the  t'oeretary  of 
War — “ Being  convinced  that  his  presence  at  the  proposed  conference  with 
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the  Clioctaws  was  important,  lie  would  set  out  immediately,  notwitlistaud- 
ing  his  lameness,  occasioned  liy  a fall  from  his  horsed^ 

On  the  25th  of  this  month  0-l^tober)  a treaty  was  concluded  with  the 
Cherokees  at  Tellico,  by  Colonel  ddeigs,  assisted  by  General  Smith,  ceding 
lands  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  J)uck  Elver,  as  heretofore  mentioned. 
All  the  lands  north  of  a line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Duck,  up  the  same 
to  the  junction  of  the  main  forks,  thence  to  bank  of  Tennessee  Eiver, 
opposite  mouth  of  Iliwassee  Eiver,  etc.,  etc. 

During  all  of  the  year  1800,  General  Ptobertson  had  taken  charge  of 
two  Chickasaw  boys,  whom  he  desired  to  have  educated.  He  made  ap- 
plication to  the  War  Departmcirt,  and,  through  the  Secretary,  to  the  Pre- 
sident, in  behalf  of  these  lads.  In  the  fall  of  the  next  year,  the  Secre- 
tary replied  that  “your  account  of  expenses  for  the  two  Chicka.saw  boys 
will  be  settled  by  this  Department.  It  is  hoped,  how^ever,  that  hereafter 
the  expenses  for  their  clothing  will  be  less  f' 

General  Eobertson  could  well  reply — “ They  are  clothed  in  home-spun^ 
like  my  own  boys  ; they  have  also  had  clothes  given  them,  for  which 
no  charge  has  been  made.  We  are,  indeed,  pretty  well  accustomed  to 
the  sight  of  Indians  in  nature’s  state  ; but  W’e  have  a feeling  of  pride, 
and  shame — if  you  will — to  accii.stom  these  to  clothes."” 

We  mention  these  “'little  things”  said  or  done  by  the  high  officers  of 
a great  nation  towards  men  in  every  way  their  superiors,  who  had  done, 
and  were  intent  on  doing,  a work  utterly  beyond  the  comprehension  or 
accomplishment  of  common  men,  however  elevated  and  dignihed  in  office 
and  title. 

The  pioneer  great  men  of  the  West  have  never  been  duly  honored. 
They  served  with  insignificant  pay  all  the  days  of  their  lives.  The 
amazing  advances  aiid  liigh  improvements  of  the  present  day  through- 
out the  valley  of  the  iMississippi,  are  but  the  morning  rays  of  the  glory 
that  shall  shine  upon  the  names  and  deeds  of  these  early  patriots  and 
philanthropi.sts  in  coming  time. 

Was  not  Eobertson  right  then  to  say,  “I  know  I am  getting  old  ; 
these  long  rides  are  iatiguingj  but  I claim  no  exemption  from  labor  until 
I can  do  no  more  good  I’' 
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CHAPTER  XXXYII. 

1806. 

In  the  fall  of  1806,  General  Eobertson  was  requested  to  go,  and  did 
go,  to  Colbert’s  Ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  lliver,  and  make  an  estimate  of 
the -value  of  buildings  there,  with  a view  of  settling  with  Colbert.  The 
Colberts,  who  in  1783-4  were  regarded  with  great  distrust,  and  ^‘de- 
nounced as  pirates,”  (with  the  view  of  avoiding  difficulties  with  the 
Spaniards,)  have  conducted  tbomselvcs  in  so  orderly  a manner,  and 
evinced  such  friendship  for  the  United  States  and  these  stationers,  that 
they  have  now  been  deemed  worthy  of  titles  of  honor,  of  pay  or  annu- 
ities and  compensation  for  expenditures  and  losses,  real  or  simulated,  at 
their  Ferry  lleseiwation. 

In  the  Legislature  of  this  year,  several  measures  were  proposed  which 
arrayed  the  members  from  Washington  and  Hamilton  Districts  against 
those  from  IMero.  One  measure  urged  by  th'e  Mero  delegation  was  the 
retaking  of  the  census,  or  a new  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a 
fair  adjustment  of  representation  based  on  population.  The  proposition 
w'as  defeated  (so  alleged)  chiefly  by  the  vote  and  hostility  of  the  Wash- 
ington members. 

We  merely  refer  to  this  matter  to  introduce  the  name  of  a very  worthy 
citizen — the  progenitor  of  a numerous  posterity  of  worthy  men.  This  is 
none  other  and  no  less  than  Robert  0.  Foster,  of  Davidson  County. 
Being  a member  of  the  Legislature,  he  addressed  a long  letter  to 
General  Eobertson,  in  which  he  says : East  Tennessee,  so  denomi- 

nated in  the  phraseology  of  the  law,  having  long  brandished  the  arm 
of  power  in  the  council  of  State,  feels  an  awful  struggling  at  lay- 
ing it  down.  As  the  symptoms  of  her  malady  increase,  her  agonizing 
paroxysms  become  more  exquisite.  The  great  moderation  of  Hero  amiHt 
the  storm  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  all  around.” 

So  rapidly  did  population  iiicreaso  in  the  Middle,  and  anondn  the  West- 
ern District  of  Tennessee,  that  East  Tennessee  no  longer  claimed  to 
brandish  the  arm  of  power”  alone,  but,  with  hearty  good  will  and  com- 
mendable grace,  united  with  the  two  other  portions  of  the  State  in  all 
37 
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the  wisdom  of  counsel  and  in  all  the  power  of  law.  A triple  force,  hap- 
pily united,  now  brandishes  the  arm  of  power.’’  three-fold  cord 
cannot  be  broken,”  saith  the  Scriptures,  and  Robert  C.  Foster,  Sen. 

The  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  for  perfecting  titles  to  land,  which 
gave  considerable  dissatisfaction  to  some  of  the  holders  of  warrants  and 
settlement  rights.  This  sentiment  was  rife  in  the  Cumberland  settle- 
ments, and  the  discontented  parties  were  desirous  for  an  extra  session  of 
the  Legislature  to  repeal  the  law.  Application  was  made  to  Gen.  Robert- 
son to  use  his  influence  with  Governor  Sevier  to  call  an  extra  session.  In 
compliance  with  these  solicitations,  he  wrote  to  the  Governor,  setting 
forth  the  objections  which  were  urged  to  the  law,  (not  expressing  them 
as  his  own,)  and  requested  to  be  informed  whether,  upon  petitions  from 
each  county,  he  would  convene  the  Legislature  ?” 

To  which  the  Governor  made  an  admirable  reply,  dated  Knoxville,  18th 
October,  1806,  which  may  be  read  in  the  ^‘Impartial  Review”  of  1st  Xov., 
1806,  discouraging  such  a call,  because  of  the  expense;  because  of  liis 
doubts  whether  the  same  Legislature  would  repeal  the  act  complained  of; 
because  there  are  certainly  many  who,  like  the  majority  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, deem  it  a wise  enactment;  and  because  it  is  problematical  whether 
one  better  and  wiser  could  be  sug-gested  and  agTeed  upon.  But  yet,  if 
there  shall  be  proven  to  be  ';x  general  desire  of  i\\Q  people  of  each  county 
by  their  petition j he  will  conceive  it  his  duty  to  obey  their  request.  . 

General  Robertson  had  the  letter  published.  Then  followed  among  the 
discontented  one  of  the  usual  devices  of  great  and  small  politicians,  to 
manufacture  or  gather  public  sentiment.” 

Little  cliques  came  together  and  nominated  two  persons  in  each  county, 
(known  to  favor  the  views  of  the  opponents  of  the  fourth  section,)  and  that 
such  persons  should  inform  the  Governor  of  ih.Q popular  opinion  and  wish. 

Before  this  trick  had  gained,  a better  hand  was  shown.”  The  manoe- 
uvre was  exposed ; culls  were  made  upon  the  voters  in  each  military 
beat,  and  delegates  appointevl  to  meet  in  Nashville.  On  22d  November, 
most  of  the  committee  a.ssembled,  and  although  unanimous  in  dissent  to 
the  law,  they  yielded  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Governor. 

General  Robertson  was  a member  of  the  committee.  The  Ciiiestions 
were  (w'e  believe)  between  persons  holding  warrants,  and  real  occupants. 
^^John  Armstrong  entries”  “ rigeonites,”  (entries  on  waters  of  Big 
Pigeon,)  Hobgoblin  and  Legerdemain  Gentry.” 

One  ^Ognoramus  living  in  Mero  District,”  took  up  the  cudgels  and  be- 
labored ^‘A  Citizen,”  ‘‘One  of  tlie  People,”  and  ‘‘Another  of  the  Peo- 
ple,” who  wrote  and  published  wh.ole  columns  in  every  paner  for  weeks. 
As  we  know  that  General  Robertson  woa  at  lea^t  amused  by  some  things 
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said  by  Ignoramus,  we  make  a few  quotations : “ Do,  Mr.  Editor,  request 
them  to  write  again  ; especially  ‘A  Citizen,^  for  the  people  begin  to  think 
that  Bugaboo,  the  Land  Law,  is  not  so  very  much  of  a Boo,  and  if  they  will 
continue  to  publish,  the  people  will  soon  get  satisfied  with  it/^  He  then 
gives  our  committee  here’'  a dig  or  two  under  the  short-ribs ; and  as  the 
“ committee”  have  concluded  with  the  Governor  against  “ a called  ses- 
sion,” the  whole  matter,  so  far  as  the  legerdemain  gentlemen  east  of  the 
mountains  are  concerned,  now  rests  upon  the  elForts  of  ‘LV  Citizen.” 
Do  urge  him  to  get  upon  a stump,  turn  the  hind  part  of  his  wig 
before,  let  his  eyes  look  like  a couple  of  comets,  seen  through  tlieir 
tails,  and  bawl  out  to  the  people  : don't  spare  them ; don't  mind  the  waste 
of  breath.”  Then,  as  to  One  of  the  People :”  ‘‘  Is  it  come  to  this, 
that  our  Legislature  will  not  undo  in  a hurry  what  they  did  upon  ma- 
ture deliberation  ! The  members  of  the  Legislature  might  have 

known  that  an  attempt  to  pull  out  the  bristles  would  put  the  whole  sty 
in  an  uproar !” 

Good-lack-a-day ! what  business  had  members  of  the  Legislature  to 
think  of  equity,  generosity,  to  mere  occupants  ? They  constitute  but 
one-tenth  of  the  population  of  the  State,  and  they  will  have  to  pay  only 
§50,000  a year  for  ten  years,  (as  proceeds  of  lands  sold  to  them,)  and 
§50,000  is  not  quite  four  times  the  amount  of  the  wdiole  revenue  of  the 
State.  So  that  in  fact  they  have  to  pay  into  the  treasury  only  forty  times 
• as  much  as  any  other  citizens,  that’s  all.  . . . The  poor  Algerines  in 
Blount,  Sevier,  etc.,  could,  should,  w^ould  certainly  do  this,  and  make  no 
complaint  of  counterfeit  warrants,  or  entertain  further  thought  of  clip- 
ping the  Legerdemain  Gentry,  or  rubbing  up  their  dander.” 

In  this  year  Aaron  Burr  visited  Tennessee  twice.  The  last  time  he 
arrived  at  Nashville  was  on  20th  December,  after  he  had  been  arrested 
and  discharged  in  Kentucky.  His  departure  hence  is  thus  announced : 
“Dec.  27th  : Col.  Burr  embarked  from  this  place  for  New  Orleans  on 
Monday  last,  with  two  large  flat-boats  wLich  did  not  appear  to  be  loaded.” 
These  boats  were  built  on  Stone’s  River,  at  the  Clover  Bottom,  under 
contract  with  General  Jackson.  The  original  account,  in  the  hand-writ- 
ing of  General  Jackson,  was  in  existence  but  a few  years  since,  filed  in 
court  at  Natchez,  Mi.ssissippi. 

In  the  Nashville  “Impartial  Review”  of  Jan.  8, 1807,  there  is  a “ com- 
munication” describing  “ the  burning  of  the  efiigy  of  Col.  Aaron  Burr, 
last  night  at  nine  o'clock,  by  the  citizens  of  this  towui.”  Another , Jhrct'l^ 
denouncing  Burr  as  a traitor  ! and  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  in 
the  town  of  Franklin,  of  which  William  Neelly  was  chairman,  and  Thos. 
H.  Benton,  secretary,  Dec.  27,  180G. 
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The  ‘^Silver  Grays’'  now  make  tlieir  appearance.  The  correspond- 
ence is  published  in  the  lleview  of  Jan.  10,  1807.  The  correspondence 
is  iL'ithoiit  date,  and  lienee  have  arisen  doubts  (in  recent  years)  vfhether 
it  had  reference  to  apprehended  dilhculties  with  France,  (there  being 
an  endorsement  by  some  unknown  hand — “a  tender  of  services,  1798,") 
of  war  with  England,  after  the  English  battle-ship  Leopard  fired  into 
the  Chesapeake,  or  to  the  traitorous  movements  of  Aaron  Burr. 

The  question  is  not  dilfieiilt  of  solution.  The  endorsement  is  mani- 
festly wrong.  Plany  of  the  parties  were  not  living  here  at  that  date, 
1798.  The  signature  of ‘LJoc.  Coleman,  Mayor  of  Nashville,’'  limits  the 
period  to  lSOG-7  and  1808  — the  only  years  in  which  3Ir.  Coleman 
could  justly  and  truly  have  added  such  title  to  his  name.  lie  was  the 
Ji,rst  ddayor,  and  this  was  in  ISOG. 

Independent  of  the  language  of  the  tender,  and  the  reply- of  General 
Jackson  accepting  their  services,  there  are  expressions  in  his  address 
dismissing  the  troops  which  had  volunteered,  or  been  called  out  by  his 
^Gnilitary  order,’’  that  determine  these  questions. 

It  is  due  to  these  Invincibles,  or  Silver  Grays,  that  their  ^Mender  of 
service"  should  appear  on  these  pages. 

^‘To  Major-General  Andrew  Jackson: 

‘Ckt  a moment  when  great  sensibility,  and  even  fearful  apprehensions 
for  the  welfare  of  our  country,  have  been  excited  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other — when  our  Government,  the  best  calculated  of  all 
others  for  the  attainment  of  individual  security  and  happiness,  has 
sounded  the  tocsin  of  alarm  to  be  on  the  alert  in  suj>2)ressing  combinations 
of  men  hostile  to  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  interests  of  the  country — 
it  becomes  all  men,  whether  aged  or  youthful,  to  coalesce  in  their  at- 
tachment to  their  country. 

In  the  affections  of  the  citizens  our  Government  exists — not  in  op- 
pressive and  unnecessary  coercion,  as  in  other  countries. 

These  principles,  which  eminently  characterize  republican  institutions, 
clearly  demonstrate  that  every  citizen,  whatsoever  his  situation  may  be, 
ought  to  contribute  in  some  mode  to  the  support  of  the  Government 
under  which  these  inestimable  ble.ssings  are  enjoyed  ; the  infirm,  by 
their  opinions  and  exhortations,  as  to  them  experience- belong.s  ; they 
know  the  incalculable  bh-.ssing.s  of  free<lom  of  thought,  speech,  action, 
and  security  of  per.-:nn  ami  pruperty.  Patriotism  is  their  claim,  though 
not  exclusively  in  a country  of  freedom. 

“This  is  an  impoitaiir  dials,  wlieu  the  limits  of  legal  active  exercion 
ought  not  to  be  sought  with  a microscopic  eye.  So  far  as  our  bodily 
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■powers  irill  admit,  we  clicerfiilly  submit  to  the  rigors  of  military  institu- 
tions. Our  country  will  require  nothing  unnecessarily  of  us.  The 
thread  of  age  will  not  be  broken,  but  it  will  be  used  to  the  extent  of  its 
strength. 

“Under  these  impressions  we  agree  to  embody  ourselres,  aged  and 
infirm  as  we  may  bo,  and  to  ofier  our  services  to  our  country  in  support 
of  its  laws  and  constituted  authorities  : 

^General  James  Eobertson, 

TTm.  Deckard, 

*Jas.  Tatiuii, 

*IIow.  Tatum, 

*Tbos.  Overton, 

"^Joel  Lewis, 

Geo.  Poyzer, 

John  }3eck.  Sen., 

Jas.  Ilennen,  (if  surgeon,  Tis  well; 

if  not,  as  a private,  if  necessary.) 

Will  Lytle,  Sen.,  'v 
■ *Jos.  Hadley,  I By  W.  L. 

*Wm.  IValton,  j 
Joe  Coleman,  Mayor  of  Nashville, 

General  Jackson’s  reply  is  very  complimentary,  but  need  not  be  copied. 
From  his  public  order  dismis.sing  the  troops,  after  referring  to  the  Presi- 
dent’s proclamation  against  Burr,  and  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  other  matters,  he  says  : 

“When  the  insolence  or  vanity  of  the  Spanish  Government  shall  dare 
to  repeat  their  insults  on  our  flag,  or  shall  dare  to  violate  the  sacred  obli- 
gations of  the  good  faith  of  treaties;  or  should  the  disorganizing  trai(or 
attempt  the  dismnnbrrmrnt  of  our  country^  or  criminal  breach  of  our  laws, 
let  me  ask  what  will  be  the  effects  of  the  example  given  by  a tender  of 
service  made  by  such  men  as  compose  the  Inrincihle  Grays,  commanded, 
too,  by  the  father  of  our  infant  State,  General  James  Robertson?^’ 

In  the  western  country  the  impression,  to  some  extent,  prevailed,  that 
Burr’s  movements  and  purposes  had  some  sanction  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment ; and  that  in  so  far  as  they  were  directed  against  the  crafty  ene- 
mies of  western  settlements,  they  deserved  to  meet  here  with  cooperation. 
It  has  never  been  proven  that  to  any  one  did  Burr  openly  suggest  and 
urge  a separation  from  the  States  east  of  the  mountains.  In  this  respect 
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* Those  marked  * are  old  Revolutionary  officers  or  soldiers. 
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he  never  committed  himself  to  the  extent  to  which  General  Wilkinson 
had  done  years  before. 

In  our  opinion  General  Jackson  retained  an  old  grudge,,  as  did  almost 
every  other  early  settler  on  the  Cumberland  and  in  Kentucky,  against  the 
Spaniards,  and  felt,  very  much  like  Rains,  ‘‘an  itching  to  whip  the 
donkl  rascals.’^ 

This  same  sentiment  was  nourished  in  the  bosom  of  Governor  W illiarn 
Blount,  (as  far  as  warlike  feelings  could  be  entertained  by  him,)  and  this 
was  the  secret  of  his  interviews  and  correspondence,  ^Yhich  resulted  in  his 
expulsion  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  • 

Burr  and  Blount  were  sacrificed  to  State  craft  and  State  policy.  They 
lived  half  a century  too  soon.  The  treason  of  their  day  has  been  lauded 
as  patriotism  in  ours. 

The  fault  of  Jackson,  Wilkinson,  and  others,  was  in  denouncing  Burr, 
making  him  a traitor,  without  any  overt  act.  Had  he  not  killed  Hamilton, 
he  would  never  have  known  such  a storm  as  raged  around  his  head,  nor 
been  so  pursued  as  one  with  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  his  brow,  bad  man 
though  he  was.  He  lived  to  see  Texas  reilnnexed,  3Iexico  revolutionized, 
and  continued  as  a C|uasi  nation  only  through  American  sufferance. 

Burr,  it  is  true,  had  vices  enough  to  destroy  any  public  man,  and  his 
overthrow  furnishes  a valuable  lesson  and  warning. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

1807-1811. 

G-eneral  Eobertson  was  engaged  during  miicli  of  this  year  in  open- 
ing a mail-road  from  the  Tennessee  Eiver  through  the  Indian  nations  to 
the  ‘^Grind-stone  Ford/’  of  the  Bayou  Pierre,  about  eight  miles  from 
Port  Gibson,  and  fifty  miles  from  Natchez.  This  was  opened  under  order 
of  the  Post-office  Department,  and  known  as  “ the  Eobertson  Eoad.” 

He  had  two  other  appointments,  to  the  duties  of  which  he  gave  due 
attention : the  one,  as  sole  Commissioner  to  run  the  Chickasaw  bound- 
ary line;  the  second,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Meigs,  to  run  the  line 
as  agreed  upon  in  the  Treaty  and  Convention  with' the  Cherokees.  The 
Commissioners  and  Surveyors  met  at  the  Chickasaw  Old  Fields,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  their  work,  a delegation  of  Indians  being  present. 

They  had  a very  scientific  mathematician  and  surveyor  with  them, 
Thomas  Freeman,  and  from  the  correspondence  with  General  Eobertson  it 
would  seem  that  there  was  with  them  a person  of  somewhat  “rollicking, 
boisterous  character.”  Colonel  Freeman  writes:  “Mr.  Strother  is  yet 
with  me,  and  I shall  detain  him  as  long  as  I can.  I cannot  live  alone, 
and  you  know  that  even  the  old  adage,  ‘AVant  of  company,  welcome  trum- 
pery,’ will  not  apply  to  our  acquaintance,  Mr.  0 e,  for  he  is  too  trashy 

even  for  trumpery.  What  a life  a savage  lives!  How  far  removed  are 
we^?  What  trash,  what  worthless  worms  are  all !” 

These  lines  were  nin  and  completed  by  the  last  of  October,  and  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  of  both  nations.  On  the  first  of  ^^ep- 
tember  General  Eobertson,  by  invitation,  met  iMr.  Aleigs  and  Air.  Free- 
man near  the  mouth  of  Elk  Eiver,  to  complete  some  surveys.  The 
Indian  Agents  had  invited  several  chiefs  to  attend,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
General  Eobertson  could  exert  a happy  influence  in  quieting  the  excite- 
ment which  had  arisen  from  the  death  of  Prigmore  and  Casli,  who  had 
been  killed  by  some  Creeks  at  a Cherokee  encampment,  near  the  Aluscle 
Shoals. 
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It  is  very  proLable  tliat  these  two  white  men  were  of  the  class  called 
lawless/’  and  had  committed  outrages,  for  which  they  were  pursued 
across  the  Tennessee,  and  here  lost  their  lives  vrheii  enjoying  the  hospi- 
tality and  protection  of  a Cherokee. 

The  Creeks  had  thus,  however,  given  offence  to  the  Cherokees  and  to 
the  whites,  who  deemed  it  somewhat  a duty  to  avenge  the  insult  and 
punish  the  murderers. 

The  parties  were  dissuaded  from  any  acts  of  retaliation so  it  was 
hoped. 

TTe  have  stated  that  ‘4he  first  patch  of  cotton”  planted  west  of  the 
mountains  by  American  settlers,  was  by  Colonel  John  Donelson,  on  the 
east  side  of  Stone’s  Iliver,  opposite  Clover  Bottom.  This  was  at  the 
instance  of  his  wife.  In  the  attempt  to  collect  it  for  her,  he  and  his 
party  escaped  destruction  by  the  Indians. 

Other  prudent  housewives  may  have  had  cotton  planted  in  one  corner 
of  the  garden,  or  in  the  field  ] but  if  so,  the  fact  is  nowhere  recorded  of 
that  year,  (1780.) 

Before  the  close  of  the  long  Indian  War,  however,  little  fields  of  half 
an  acre  or  an  acre  of  cotton  were  to, be  seen  at  most  of  the  “improve- 
ments” or  settlements.  The  women  took  the  almost  exclusive’  care  of 
^^the  cotton  patch:”  dropped  in  a seed  at  a time,  as  they  would  beans 
or  peas  in  the  garden,  watched  it  as  it  grew,  freed  it  frt>m  weeds,  pulled 
off  the  bolls  into  their  aprons  or  baskets,  seated  themselves  with  children, 
white  and  black,  around  them,  with  busy  fingers  gathering  the  cotton 
from  the  bolls,  and  separating  the  seed  from  the  staple.  IMany  a busy 
housewife  had  pockets  for  bolls,  picked  cotton,  and  for  the  good  clear 
seed,  and  would  have  her  fingers  as  mechanically  employed  “picking  cot- 
ton,” or  “seeding,”  as  others  with  their  knitting.^ 

The  usual  evening’s  employment  for  idle  hands  around  a blazing  log- 
fire,  was  the  seeding  of  cotton,  “one  seed  at  a time.”  Such  was  the 
cuUure  and  <jiunin(j  of  cotton  in  the  last  century,  and  during  a few  of  the 
first  years  of  the  present. 

Cltimum  et  maxiinam  (dum,  necesi^ifas,  says  a Latin  historian.  “Ne- 
cessity is  the  mother  of  invention,”  is  the  vulgar  apophthegm,  and 
evidenced  in  constant  improvemonts,  and  the  developments  of  science. 

To-day,  while  I write,  the  civilized  world,  Europe  and  America,  are 
exchanging  thoughts,  messages  and  compliments,  instantaneously,  by  the 
scientific  control  of  an  all-pervading  element  which  God  only  had  hitherto 
used  for  his  own  purposes.  He  had  flashed  it  in  the  face  of  .science,  for 
thousands  of  years,  but  human  knowledge  had  not  discerned  its  uses — 
human  necessities  had  not  required  its  subserviency.  The  constant 


m 


KyiU-0  9t<jV  riifj  MdaJ<yt^  X^r  t<  il 

b»WFiW'|  ytyvv  ^d<(t  Lfalrftf  ‘to'l  ^s&;^«5Hay^  i^^bweitw  b«« 

cJj  tfoiyr  v<mi  biin  ^^«z^a«(aX  j«{*  ssotjm 

« 1o  fl0^s»k>T<j  baa 

oi  Imu.  0^  i^tto^o  aoTi:^  tmdj  bad  *d[»diD  6wtfT 

bflfc  #b<^i  vrfJf  0^  •'^tub  « >*«■  ^•^icd^ 

4 ,vt'nplnttiit  bd$  ddaux{ 

MW  Jr  (►«  0of3iiliiiJ»i  lo  «4aj3  ^fiiii  Wi:i friyvr  mtmii  &dT\ 

aif'i  V>  i'i'v'*?  ,1b  rlbfju^g’  ^‘d  birlnJa  aTtfii  aW 

odj  fto  .aix-istjofl  Kf{<>l.  xd  «i5»8i"^naiib/».  muhodrA  '{<1  Bahiaaoca 

fA.tU  i4i  «x.w  ^dT  '-  Amiio^  aWjB  Ito'jibia  5&sa 

itid  t*s(',T!5Ml  ii  »»^p  md 'tp  05iW!4«nl  ' 

.V:'.''r  ,_'  ’’ 

!>ao  «r  b.>M#li|.  rtdi^f'Cfb  rnttb^fq-'  i^diO^. 

lo  ^ %i'  Aewjl  »di  tii  axillo  ^ 

‘U  Ai4'?2f..|4^||t-' ♦l^'V.awo^^  V a>>ola''<'&  a'iblali'  ®* 

''&s%d  f4«ow  i)i;.:bs^.,#.'j«}  b^iq«r*l>'  '**•: 

balUtri  ,«hd^»w  'ai<f3?^,  ii  btfni  *‘ 

»n^-/Tbiyb 

n<rij<,>D  aijff  ^ 

-ndi  %di  hm  ,o(^fbfp.  M'^iq 

4o>  5,;fij*4f,iii(^*  h&x^Aqm&  bhoff  bits  ^bm(t 

-g.ol  ■^.fi'^ald  ,.•#(  bfjwpia- 

ddi  '-  idw^  .«cw^^aia" 

<fdJ  V*  wdi  n ^Qhifh  bnjj  ^i^4/rS  ,dil  W^  w«V\j 

* /it  til  mar 

.««hoi«I4 

bnn 

,,7-Dii^i^  "ir£^j3»a»|bb7^ 

ohi^dM  y^dj^m:^^'t>  *' 

*idt  .ToriaiW^JW  e^i:jL!rtiii'fm<.at>ii^-’iii&  eaiiiaaaaaa  a&sssj^'^ 

'*  ' t,  Q - 


.1 


HISTORY  or  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE.  585 

increase  of  tlie  latter  gives  occasion  for  the  exertion  of  the  former.  The 
developments  of  knowledge  arc  concurrent  with  the  demands  of  the  world. 
And  many  a hidden  power  may  yet  be  brought  to  light,  and  many  now 
known  be  found  applicable  to  purposes  yet  unimauined. 

But  not  further  to  digress,  we  must  refer  to  the  construction  of  the  in- 
genious mechanism  wdiich  lias  superseded  the  slow  process  of  ^*'fingering 
each  cotton  seed,  to  clear  it  from  the  pile/' 

Eli  Whitney  invented  tlie  cotton  gin,  from  which  have  resulted  a thou- 
sand advances  in  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  cotton.  lie  offered 
the  privileges  of  his  patent  to  the  States  in  which  cotton  was  cultivated. 

The  State  of  Tennessee,  by  act  of  Assembly,  dated  October  22d,  1803, 
purchased  of  Eli  Whitney  and  Phineas  3Iiller  the  right  of  a machine 
or  new  invention  for  cleaning  cotton,  commonly  called  the  saw-gin," 
agreeing  to  pay  the  patentees  thirty-seven  and  one  half  cents  for  each 
saw  used  in  ginning  for  the  years  1804,  5,  6,  and  7. 

The  total  amount  paid  by  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  gin  in  the 
counties  of  Middle  Tennessee,  or  Mero  District,  was  four  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  after  deducting  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  for  sheriff’s  commissions. 

Gins  were  used  in  ten  counties : Davidson,  Sumner,  Williamson, 
Montgomery,  Robertson,  Smith,  Stuart,  Dickson,  Wilson,  and  Rutherford. 

Among  the  twenty-four  owners  of  cotton-gins  in  Davidson  county,  in 
the  year  1804,  were  John  Stump,  Andrew  Jackson,  William  T.  Lewis, 
using  gins  with  fifty  or  sixty  saws,  on  which  the  tax  was  about  twenty  to 
twenty-two  dollars. 

In  Sumner  there  were  nine  gins,  owned  by  Isaac  Walton,  Joshua  Had- 
ley, Janies  Saunders,  and  others. 

In  Williamson,  six  gins : owners,  Samuel  Crocket,  John  Wilson,  David 
McEwen,  and  others. 

In  Montgomery  five  gins : Amos  Bird,  Ebenezer  Frost,  Benjamin  and 
David  Weakly,  and  others. 

In  Robertson,  five : two  owned  by  James  McFarlan,  one  by  Archer 
Cheatham,  others  by  E.  Hughes  and  J.  Mc3Iillon. 

In  Smith,  five : Tilnion  Dixon,  William  Sanders,  and  others. 

In  Stuart,  one ; Sterling  3Iay,  owner. 

In  Dickson,  one : George  Ross,  owner. 

In  Wilson,  four : (owners  not  mentioned.) 

In  Rutherford,  four:  Janies  Rucker,  William  Lytle,  James  ^lorton, 
and  John  Howell. 

Alter  the  year  1807,  all  persons  who  saw  proper  might  have  a gin,  ex- 
empt from  taxation. 
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Indian  conferences  are  not  ended ; the  business  of  making  treaties  is 
still  to  be  carried  on:  and  General  llobertson^s  occupation  is  not  gone/^ 

Governor  Sevier  writes  to  him,  under  date  24th  March,  1808  ; “ Our 
Assembly,  at  their  last  session,  passed  a‘  law  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  provided  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
acceded  to  the  measure.  I am  informed  that  permission  is  obtained,  and 
Colonel  Meigs  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

^^The  Executive  of  Tennessee  is  empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more 
commissioners,  as  he  may  deem  necessary.  I shall  myself  attend,  and 
shall  only  appoint  one  commissioner,  and  that  one  will  be  yourself,  pro- 
vided it  will  be  agreeable  and  suitable  for  you  to  attend,  which  I hope 
it  may.’’ 

In  another  letter  he  suggests  his  views  of  the  most  politic  course  to  be 
adopted  prior  to  and  during  the  proposed  treaty.  General  Sevier,  Gen- 
eral Eobertson,  and  Colonel  Meigs  all  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  there 
were  ^G-ertain  influential  Indians’'  ‘^who  desired  to  have  the  customary 
emollients  applied  to  reduce  the  inflammatory  state  of  their  opposition,” 
and  that  the  usual  means  shouhl.  be  resorted  to,  in  moderation  : ergo, 
somebody  must  provide  guns  and  ammunition,  stroud,  calico,  vermilion, 
and  beads,  some  little  bells,  and  antifogmatics. 

As  one  of  innumerable  instances  of  small  occurrences  requiring  the 
attention  of  General  llobertson,  we  may  mention  the  case  of  a young 
Indian,  who  had  sought  protection,  or  rather  hospitality,  with  Captain 
Outlaw,  in  Hickman  county.  He  had  quite  a variety  of  skins  and  articles 
prized  by  Indians.  In  reckless  sport,  certain  persons  there  greatly 
frightened  him,  and  he  fled,  leaving  all  his  property.  Instead  of  hasting 
to  his  nation,  he  came  in  his  terror  and  destitution  to  General  Robertson’s 
residence.  He  stated  his  case  with  so  much  earnestness  as  greatly  to 
excite  the  General.  He  immediately  wrote  to  Colonel  .John  Holland  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  The  Colonel  replied  that  the  Indian  had  been 
unduly  alarmed,  but  the  conduct  of  the  whites  was  such  as  to  make  it  pro- 
per to  inquire  into  it,  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  acts  which  might 
result  in  mischief.  The  property  was  secured  and  restored  to  the  young 
Indian,  who  concluded  that  ‘‘General  Robertson  was  not  only  a good  man, 
but  a great  man.” 

A year  or  more  expired,  when  an  Indian  (with  his  squaw,  and  pappoose 
laced  to  a piece  of  bark)  appeared  at  General  Robertson’s,  and  otfered 
Mrs.  Robertson  a fine  saddle  of  venison  as  a gratuity,  explaining  that  he 
was  the  young  Imlian  who  had  been  befriended  by  the  General  when 
be  fled  from  Hickman  county. 

We  have  seldom  alluded  to  the  heated  political  agitations  of  our  popu- 


d Is^jUati  V¥r,  ‘ns  ’/fulfil 


f#t)  ; no  lH»hw  *d  OJ  iliia 


txJU**  m 


I’iic  i^ni/aa*:.  4 n';»l>:4s<si!>,u  I.^  hoimtm 

no  «^ok  ImioIoD 

d-Uvi®  1/^  ->/io  Ot ,d¥kiR«>iia[, 

•'^q  ''Ji<nif?£^,,  I0W  AiK>  ’^litio- Jf*4« 

yq-wi  t ii?jliw' nt 

. ' . ■ <>■  ’ 

rii4''0-i  afiriO^Ji)' TO/lloa* 

X ■:  !^l  *r ».r  / «Vk  ^ iOiw<^  4ui**t"ii*tj^i*»^^  l'4^tij'a»^V^iwft^J^i^  .jr’«..r^4  a.<i  «<u.a.«»  "tU  mnt.  M - -*  *1*  -'■  ■ ■^  ^ 


':^ji 


ill  tuUftvJor>>fr£i«  (3ioah^<ifoJI ' ?lid  ,,^ '■ ;' 

' r^M.«4.jf-i...^t'£k;  «L‘4RhlAA.'V'Sk’'^V%C^!Jl  i .:>  \A  : ' '^‘L  "T.  '> 


MSfifl  oill 


'\£(0^hf^yqqO  ti* 

iMi  itm  «iiVy! 

^mox  Jq  !>8jai>  »4i 

rtiofq^O-' 


^flilii^.ail  *ilo  &&3so| 
♦')LTOjrJiy(fo}I  tBrtsrooO 


■W 


c^  rhcsT^  m 


•<ntq  2i1  &_Jjjfl5  (>j'  ■^-  i(oii«^'»r  is[^;i.iir 

id^/utx  dotdw 


hm  Mdmm  jti  Mamt 


la&ca  b<^  s x^do  oifv  ^ay^otl 


• *y  , <>1^; 

Fi^nio 


94  i«di  4itM 

ttto  1©  lb&4  yi*  ©rWtwUii 


a?" 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


5ST 


lation  in  a way  to  present  General  Robertson  as  an  active  participant ; 
for  lie  was  not  a partisan,  and  never  a demagogue.  He  stood  up  always 
a lover  of  liis  country,  a lover  of  good  men,  stern  in  bis  rebukes  of  all 
disorderly  conduct,  and  of  all  attempts  to  disparage  the  services  of  pub- 
lic servants.  He  was  calm  and  quiet,  and,  as  far  as  the  necessities  of  his 
fellow-citizens  and  his  position  would  admit,  he  was  a domestic-  man,  at- 
tentive to  the  affairs  of  his  family  and  his  farm.  When  he  came  to  town 
it  was  on  business,  and  never  to  “lounge  in  idleness.’^  Always  temperate 
in  eating  and  drinking,  he  required  the  like  good  habits  in  his  children. 
He  had  one  rule  at  his  table  with  his  children,  which  he  enforced,  and 
thus  put  a prompt  end  to  all  squeamishness  and  murmuring:  “If  any 
one  complained  of  a w:ant  of  variety  in  dishes,  or  of  weariness  with  the 
same  diet,”  his  remark  was,  “Your  mother  has  superintended  these 
things ; no  child  shall  ever  complain  of  her  management : eat  it,  or  go 
without.”  And  he  would  quote  the  Scripture:  “Eat  what  is  set  belbre 
you,  asking  no  questions.”  That  was  the  law,  and  no  modification  allowed 
but  in  sickness. 

General  Ptobertson  wuas  wliolly  exempt  from  profanity  and  irreverence. 

Although  often  appealed  to  and  addressed  by  letter  in  regard  to  politi- 
cal questions  and  political  men,  we  find  that  he  usually  avoided  all  “en- 
tangling alliances,  all  malign  influences,  and  all  ultra  measures,”  all 
malice  and  bitterness. 

We  trust  we  may  be  excuse*!  for  introducing  a politico-religious  letter 
from  one  of  General  llobertson’s  warm  admirers  and  devoted  friends, 
William  Martin. 

“Bell VIEW,  18th  Jan.,  1809. 

“My  dear  Friend: — Our  political  hemisphere  wmars  a gloomy 
aspect : shadows,  clouds,  and  darkness  rest  upon  it;  every  thing  portends 
war;  we  should  be  prepared  for  the  worst  result. 

“I  did  very  much  wish  to  be  at  the  Democratic  meeting  at  Nashville, 
but  other  engagements  prevented  me  that  pleasure. 

“I  fear  that  the  Quids  and  Feds  in  that  vicinity  will  attempt  to  with- 
hold from  the  Pre.'^ideut  that  declaration  of  public  approbation  which  is 
his  due,  and  which  ought  unequivocally  to  be  avowed  at  your  meeting. 
But  I trust  that  there  arc  Whigs  enough  among  you,  impressed  with  this 
important  duty,  (at  this  momentous  crisis,)  to  prove  to  others  that  the 
people  of  West  Tennessee  arc  grateful,  patriotic,  and  capable  of  making 
proper  distinctions.  [Middle  was  then  known  as  “West  Tennessee.”] 

“I  did  hope  that  when  the  proceeding-s  of  the  Administration,  as 
respects  foreign  nations,  wmre  brought  to  open  day,  that  every  mouth  would 
be  stopped,  and  every  tongue  confess  the  righteousness  of  the  proceed- 
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ings;  bat,  behold ! we  aow  hear  the  opposition  cry  oat  that  we  ought  to 
declare  war  against  those  powers  which  have  proroked  our  just  indigna- 
tion, without  taking  any  intermediate  steps. 

“Strange  and  perverse  man  ! prone  to  do  wrong;  when  once  avowed  a 
sentiment,  (often  evil,)  persists  in  that  sentiment  against  the  most  pungent 
convictions  of  his  WTong.  Such  is  the  false  pride  which  drives  many  on 
the  rocks  of  destruction.  For  my  owm  part,  I do  not  know  what  more 
could  have  been  done  for  this  nation  than  has  been  done. 

“But  I think  the  opposition  are  influenced  by  something  of  the  same 
spirit  that  the  ancient  Jews  were : the  greater  the  miracles,  the  louder 
the  cry,  ‘Crucify  him!  crucify  him !’  Their  hearts  are  hardened,  their 
eyes  are  blinded,  they  choose  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their 
deeds  are  evil ; they  appear  to  be  given  up  to  false  delusion,  that  they 
might  believe  a lie;  that  they  may  all  be  (politically)  damned;  who  be- 
lieve not  the  truth,  but  liave  pleasure  in  unrighteousness. 

“Xow,  may  the  Great  l)Isposer  of  all  good  avert  the  dangers  which 
threaten  us.  To  this  end  may  w e all  repent  for  our  sins,  and  do  our  first 
works. 

The  disposition  to  relinciuish  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
accept  others  on  the  west  side,  was  greatly  on  the  increase  among  the 
.various  Indian  tribes.  To  this  policy  the  President  gave  his  sanction, 
and,  as  it  became  the  settled  and  successful  policy  of  the  Government, 
proper  credit  should  be  given  to  those  who  suggested  it,  and  moved  the 
Indians  to  a peaceable  and  glad  acceptance  of  such  an  exchange. 

The  mind  of  General  Eobertson  had  long  been  made  up,  and  his 
views  made  known  in  regard  to  this  measure,  and  we  believe  that  the 
opinions  of  no  man  had  more  influence  with  the  Cherokees,  Chicka- 
saws,  and  Choctaws,  than  ha<l  his. 

If  he  W'as  not  a Commissioner,  his  presence  wars  desired  and  asked 
both  by  white  and  red  imm  at  the  conferences  and  treaties.  It  was 
very  much  the  case  with  General  Sevier,  from  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Upper  Cherokees  and  Creeks.  These  savages  held  in  admiration 
distinguished  military  men,  nten  of  portly  bearing,  with  titles,  epau- 
lettes, swords  and  plumes.  Their  own  great  men  wmre  “ warriors  and 
braves.’^ 

And  the  frequency  with  which  General  Eobertson  appeared  among 
them  as  their  friendly  adviser,  or  as  the  Eepreseiitative  or  Commissioner 
of  the  State  or  nation,  and  bearing  the  title  of  Brigadier-General,  ex- 
alted him  in  their  estimation.  “ He  was  a brave.” 

In  February  of  this  year  he  received  frequent  letters  from  Governor 
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Sevier  on  Indian  affairs,  and  to  liold  liimself  in  readiness  to  attend  various 
conferences  with  them,  as  also  the  running  of  lines.  The  Upper  and 
Lower  Cherokees  desired  a divisional  line  between  themselves  ; and  should 
this  be  done,  the  prospect  of  negotiating  for  lands  would  be  none  the  less 
plain  and  promising. 

In  March  arnl  early  part  of  April,  General  Kobertson  travelled  through 
the  nations,  having  some  goods  and  money  with  him,  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  use  in  clothing  the  naked,  in  adorning  some  of  the  proud  young 
warriors,  and  the  copper-colored  belles  in  the  woocLs/^  or  in  relieving 
the  chiefs  who  were  annoyed  by  debts  they  owed  to  traders. 

On  the  11th  of  April  General  Robertson  informed  Governor  Sevier  of 
the  success  he 'had  met  with  in  his  tour.  To  this  the  Governor  replied 
in  very  complimentary  terms,  and  says,  “^AYhat  use  to  make  of  the  small  bal- 
ance of  money  you  report  to  be  in  your  hands,  you  are  the  best  judge.'' 

In  a report  subscc|uently  made  by  General  Robertson,  it  appear*  he 
had  used  but  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars,  (in  silver;)  the  bank- 
notes he  retained  and  accounted  for  to  the  treasury.  Who  hiis  followed 
this  example  ? 

The  General  had  also  written  a letter  to  the  chiefs  in  the  Chicka- 
saw nation;  to  which  they  returned  an  answer,  dated  April  18th,  1809, 
from  which  we  shall  make  a quotation,  because  of  the  matter  of  history 
contained  in  it  relative  to  the  Seneca  Indians.  It  is  addressed  to  Gen. 
Robertson,  by  Chin-nubbe,  (king  of  the  nation,)  Hattashimeco,  Emata- 
mica,  0-koye,  3Iattaha,  and  others.  In  pursuance  of  treaties  with  these 
various  southern  Indians,  the  Government  had  ordered  all  white  settlers 
to  remove  from  lands  within  the  Indian  limits,  and  to  enforce  such  a mea- 
sure the  aid  of  the  military  was  in  some  instances  required.  Colonel 
jMeigs  writes  to  General  Robertson  that  most  of  the  settlers  were  of  re- 
spectable character — worthy  citizens — a valuable  acquisition  to  any  State. 

Our  riches  and  our  strength  consist  of  such  citizens."  IMany  of  them 
settled  on  these  lands  on  the  east  side  of  Elk,  without  the  thought  of  givincr 
offence  to  the  Chickasaws,  being  assured  by  Colbert  and  others  that  the 
title  w'ould  soon  be  relinquished.  They  said,  ‘EYs  thci*e  is  very  little 
game  there,  and  no  Indian  settlements,  the  Indians  will  not  look  upon 
the  white  settlers  as  intruders."  “ But  now,"  says  Colonel  Meigs,  the 
conduct  of  Colbert  is  so  marked  with  unsteadiness  and  duplicity  as  to 
cause  much  inconvenience  and  loss.  I have  removed  two  hundred  and 
one  families  off  the  Chickasaw,  and  eighty-three  families  off  the  Cherm 
kee  lands;  not  less  tlian  seveutoon  hundred  or  eighteen  hundred  persons 
in  all.  Let  them  ‘bide  their  time,'  and  they  may  return  to  places  of  per- 
manent habitation. 
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ought  not  to  lose  a single  man  who  desires  land  to  Uto  and 
work  on.  xV  disposition  to  migrate  seems  to  pervade  the  whole  eastern 
part  of  the  United  States ; we  invite  that  emigration  here ; obstacles 
ought  to  he  removed.  The  tendency  is  as  uniform  as  the  law  of  gravi- 
tatioig  and  can  no  more  be  restrained  until  the  shores  of  the  Facljic 
Ocean  make  it  imjjossihie  to  go  farther.  Within  seven  years,  stations 
and  settlements  will  extend  to  the  mouth  of  Columbia  Uiver  V’  Such 
was  the  prophecy  of  this  intelligent  and  far-seeing  patriot.  . 

We  would  be  pleased  to  add  much  of  this  worthy  and  useful  man  : 
intelligent  and  laborious,  exemplary  in  all  the  walks  of  life ; fond  of  his 
books,  and  of  educated  society,  yet  for  years  secluding  himself  in  the 
forests,  and  living  among  the  savages. 

TTe  can  only  account  for  such  a person  finding  society  and  enjoy- 
ment in  loneliness,  by  taking  a look  at  his  writing-desk,  and  at  the  rude 
shelves  in  his  unhewed-log-cabin. 

He  is  frec^uently  interrupted  and  annoyed  by  the  presence  of  Ocon- 
os-tota,  Atta-culla-calla,  and  the  Hanging-Maw,  and  glad  when  they  wrap 
their  old  blankets  around  them  and  depart;  but  he  is  never  wearied  with 
Thucydides,  with  Herodotus  or  Homer,  with  Caesar  and  Livy  and  Vir- 
gil, closely  bound  in  leather. 

“ Canst  thou  speak  Greek?”  Yes,  and  also  Cherokee.”  dwell 
among  the  living  and  the  dead,  but  prefer  the  dead.” 

The  State  of  Tennessee  should  rejoice  in  the  erection  of  one  grand, 
glorious  cenotaph  at  the  seat  of  Government,  made  of  her  own  choice 
marble,  whereon  should  be  carved  the  names  of  distinguished  pioneers — 
“ the  noble  army  of  martyrs” — the  patriots  and  public  men  of  the  last 
century,  who  prepared  the  way  for  all  her  greatness.”  Statues  of  Sevier 
and  Kobertson  should  bo  the  first  to  occupy  niches  in  the  Capitol. 

From  these  digressions  we  must  return  to  our  friends  the  Chickasaws, 
" and  listen  to  their  address  to  General  Eobertson: 

Friend  and  Brother: — We  have  received  your  letter.  The  nation 
is  very  grateful  to  the  President  for  the  favor  of  having  intruders  ordered 
ofi*  our  land  ; as  our  breath  has  been  gone  for  some  time;  but  it  is  now 
restored  to  us  again.  When  friends  and  brothers  are  too  near  each  other, 
their  friendship  is  not  so  apt  to  coiltinue ; but  when  at  a distance,  friend- 
ship always  remains  firm  and  secure. 

‘^We  have  understood  that  the  ih*osident  did  purchase  this  laud  that 
you  name  in  y mr  letter,  and  we  suppose  you  know  as  well  as  us  that  it 
wa.s  not  of  the  Cherokees,  but  of  the  Senreas — a natiofi  who  thought  to 
destroy  all  the  white gjeogdc — and,  in  their  wars  leith  the  whites,  lost  all  their 
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land;  tlierefore  they  had  no  land  to  sell.  We  believe  you  know  as  well  as 
ourselves  that  where  General  Pickens  now  lives  was  formerly  their  country. 

The  Little  Turkey  and  his  party,  and  all  who  live  below  the  Lookout 
Mountain,  have  no  land;  they  are  all  of  the  same  Seneca  nation,  and  are 
beholden -to  red  people  like  ourselves  for  land  to  live  on. 

“This  nation  does  not  consider  that  it  is  by  order  of  the  L'nited  States 
Government,  but  that  they  are  rather  urged  and  insisted  on  to  sell  their 
lands  by  the  contrivance  of  some  individuals  in  Tennessee  State,  who 
urge  it  for  their  own  private  interest.  We  have  understood  that  the 
Chcrokecs  have  been  persuaded  by  these  individuals  to  sell  their  land  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  this  there  were  four  or  five  Cdierokee  chiefs  broke 
by  their  own  nation.  This  was  on  account  of  their  not  being  true  and 
honest  men  to  their  nation. 

“As  to  any  prejudiced  person  advising  us,' it  is  not  so.  We  had 
friends  among  the  Cherokees  that  attend  their  councils,  and  from  them 
we  get  the  information  which  makes  you  suppose  we  are  advised  by  pre- 
judiced persons. 

“We  have  long  suspected  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  advised  by  those  individuals  to  purchase  this  land.  We  never  sus- 
pected the  Cherokees  of  selling  this  land;  and  if  the  Government  has 
purchased,  it  has  not  been  of  the  right  owners,  but  of  people  who  had 
no  right  to  sell. 

“This  nation  is  not  disposed  to  sell- land  at  present,  as  it  is  people  of  a 
loose,  bad  character  that  are  the  first,  generally,  to  settle  a new  country, 
and,  of  course,  may  not  be  good  neighbors.'’^ 

Whoever  dictated  or  wrote  that  address  to  General  Robertson  was  “well 
posted;’’  and  from  some  of  the  remarks  and  words  underscored,  we  judge 
he  intended  to  hit  certain  individuals,  and  point  to  certain  well-known 
measures  and  influences.  Rut  if  Walpole  could  utter  it  as  a truism  among 
enlightened  and  civilized  nations,  “All  men  have  their  price,”  could  not 
American  Commissioners  easily  ascertain  that  all  Indian  Mingoes,  head- 
men, and  warriors,  are  not  above  price  ? 

George  Colbert  (a  half-breed  Chickasaw)  was  a cunning  Indian,  and 
afraid  to  hold,  talks  and  interviews  alone  with  General  Robertson.  lie 
would  not  visit  the  General,  or  come  to  the  Cumberland  : he  knew  he 
had  “acted  with  two  hearts  and  two  faces,”  and  that  General  Robertson 
could  “turn  him  inside  out.” 

'Colonel  3leigs  therefore  urged  the  General  to  .visit  him  at  ITickorv 
Flat,  wliore  Colbert  could  be  induced  to  be  present,  and  have  his  own 
interpreter. 
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An  invitation  to  tlie  Cherokee  Chiefs  (leaving  out  liead-men  and  war- 
riors) was  sent  by  Colonel  3Ieigs  and  Governor  Sevier  to  come  to  the 
^‘Garrison  on  the  20lh  of  August,'*''  and  General  Kobertson  ‘^miist  attend — 
his  presence  is  very  important.  *\\^c  may  hope  for  a favorable  treaty,  un- 
less prevented  by  some  persons  who  find  their  interest  in  preventing  such 
measures,  and  there  are  some  sucli  persons.^' 

The  20ih  of  August  was  tlie  day  agreed  on  between  Colonel  Meigs  and 
the  chiefs ; and  General  Robertson  made  his  preparations  to  leave  home 
on  the  tenth  day  of  August  ] but  as  he  was  about  to  start,  he  received  a 
letter  from  Governor  Sevier,  stating  that  Colonel  Meigs  had  informed  him 
the  chiefs  could  not,  or  would  not,  come  before  the  25th  of  September  I 
This  postponement  was  regarded  as  the  work  of  persons  inimical  to  the 
treaty. 

The  day  thus  named  was  one  when  the  Governor  would  be  compelled 
to  be  present  with  the  Assembly,  and  when  the  presence  of  General 
Robertson  also  was  important  tliore;  hence  Colonel  Meigs  Wiis  desired  to 
have  the  day  set  for  the  last  of  November. 

Colonel  Meigs  approved  of  the  30th  of  November,  saying,  “A  little 
delay  will  do  no  harm — perhaps  it  will  whet  their  appetite  : their  minds 
are  never  fixed,  but  are  always  vibrating  like  the  pendulum  of  a clock. 

Governor  Sevier  wrote  to  General  Robertson  to  the  same  efiect : “It 
has  always  been  my  opinion  that  the  longer  the  treaty  could  be  put  ofi‘,  the 
greater  would  be  the  success,  provided  we  seize  time  by  the  forelock, 
when  his  head  hangs  invitingly  dowm.  The  reasons  will  naturally  sug- 
gest themselves  to  you  I'’  “Delays”  are  not  always  “'dangerous.” 

Colonel  3Ieigs  was  not  able  to  notify  the  Indians  of  the  day  proposed 
by  the  Commissioners,  and  a little  confusion  and  some  dissatisfaction  re- 
sulted. Some  of  the  chiefs  attended,  were  dissatisfied  at  not  meeting  the 
Commissioners,  and  because  proper  provisions  had  not  been  supplied. 
The  merchants  of  Kingston  furnished  supplies,  and  the  chiefs  were  paci- 
fied. The  emigration  of  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  IMississippi  was 
greatly  on  the  increase.  Imleed,  as  was  remarked,  the  tide  of  'white  emi- 
grants settling  upon  the  borders  of  Indian  territory  caused  heaving  and 
rolling  waves  of  the  red  population  to  move  onward,  and  across  the  great 
IMississippi. 

The  Cherokees  and  Chickasaws  were  disappearing  from  the  lands  for 
which  the  whites  were  impatiently  waiting.  “ The  bufialoes  had  long 
preceded  the  migration  of  tlie  reil  men  ; the  red  men  must  follow  them.” 
General  Robertson  mid  a few  others,  now  aged  and  care-worn  pioneers, 
had  witnessed  the  entire  process.  'J’ht'}-  had  seen  these  forests  filled  as  a 
well-stocked  park  with  game  of  all  sorts:  they  had  heard  the  savage 
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war-wlioop;  and  endured  savage  hostilities  as  no  other  people  had  en- 
dured ; they  had  lived  until  wild  beast  and  savage  men  had  almost  disap- 
peared, and  were  permitted  to  welcome  industrious  and  intelligent  citizens 
by  thousands ; to  see  towns  laid  out,  roads  opened,  farms  in  good  culti- 
vation, and  yielding  in  great  abundance,*  society  and  government, 
schools  and  churches,  well  organized;  and  the  initiatory  settlements  and 
governments  at  Watauga  and  Cumberland  extended,  and  bulk  up  to 
become  a State  in  the  great  American  Union,  and  ere  long  to  furnish 
Presidents  to  all  these  States  bordering  upon  both  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Such  “days  of  small  things’^  are  never  to  be  “despised.” 

“This  is  thy  work,  Almighty  Providence  I 
Whose  power,  beyond  the  reach  of  human  thought, 

Revolves  the  orbs  of  empire,  bids  them  sink 
Deep  in  the  dead’ning  night  of  thy  displeasure, 

Or  rise  majestic  o’er  a wondering  world.” 

The  question  was  often  asked  at  this  very  early  date.  Is  not  West  Ten- 
nessee (which  then  included  and  meant  only  the  Cumberland  settlements 
and  others  upon  adjacent  waters)  entitled  to  the  honor  of  furnishing  a 
Governor  ? “ Why  may  not  llobertson  be  nominated  and  elected  ?”  There 
were  two  answers  : East  Tennessee  far  outnumbered  in  voters,  and  General 
Robertson  had  no  idea  of  being  a candidate.  He  could  truly  say,  in  the 
language  of  Governor  Willie  Rlount,  as  used  in  a letter  to  the  General, 
under  date  3Iarch  8th,  1810:  “The  trade  of  political  governing  does 
not  suit  my  genius,  as  well  as  retirement,  I am  tired  of  it,” 

It  was  well  that  his  last  days  were  not  to  be  made  miserable  by  party 
politics  and  the  annoyances  of  office. 

During  this  year  portions  of  the  State  south  of  Cumberland  were  in- 
fested by  an  organized  band  of  lawless  men,  under  one  Loierey.  The 
Indians  and  whites  were  often  greatly  annoyed  by  these  banditti,  and  espe- 
cially on  and  near  Battle  Creek.  Colonel  31eigs  says  : “ Notwithstanding 
the  infamous  character  of  Lowrey,  he  has  sufficient  influence  to  keep  up 
his  troop  of  marauders.  He  fears  not  the  military,  as  his  adherents  know 
every  movement  of  the  troops  from  the  garrisons.  Unless  the  arm  of 
civil  power  is  laid  upon  them,  they  may  soon  lay  the  whole  country  under 
contribution.”  A call  is  therefore  made  upon  General  Robertson  and 
Major  Anderson  to  aw.aken  the  civil  officers  to  unite  with  the  military, 
under  Colonel  Purdy,  and  arrest  or  disperse  this  “gang  of  outlaws.” 

The  correspondence  of  this  year  betw'een  Governor  Sevier  and  General 
Robertson  evinces  the  wisdom  of  some  of  the  measures  tlay  had  pro- 
posed and  adopted.  They  said  one  to  the  other,  “ Keep  alive  the  treaty; 
38 


m 


' .a 


I' 4 


« ‘v:  H 'r  3^>T'qr  a t k-  t O- , *r  t » i k 


•3»,>  f:>»)J  '.'JfKnKJ  OIT  ^HJ^  48^  '«w^ 

* - " <t5' 


Vp  JkhijIi^  jba«  ,qoo<iw‘iiftW 
rif  ih^n/  biml  ^ 


k-gv  iv*'  0^' ^ 


■? 


l‘ii-‘»  fi^'»ir^-^r^^^H  ^ Imijr , Lha  bm  s!^di>s 


oi  <^0  , JiiiMCf 

'ii'iini/* 

S lil  J v *4 


^K.Ksl's<j?4i4i^'3  5^(4'  ruimr^plf 

1 ''^c>f  ^ ;>■[■;’  ^ tot;4  ul  4 .4^44^ 

c'UiJf.iitil..  '4m*'5  ^itJUiid  o^i>dxU&  fit  aUvsA>4*iifl 


w 


'■  '.  J U 

' ■'  ■!s^v,  . j9  w oq  ^ 3*5?^jin?' 

iosA  tO'VJj  Vi 

,r  . hi’qw<l 

■ ■ , ' ;i . - /■,■;'■'  '■;-?, Wt»tm  mix  tO 

-C'>T  ififl  'si  / 

4 %}  a<iqt/  madto  -bm 

i)«iA'|v33^:tes!4'i^^  £^p.^0'XdWn 

itnwOiw fll  <r#i 

5if?  «j  '^ririi'  ’■  4fedK‘{&w'^ii  0<j'1^4/'i  iJKHiM^oil 

4 xOifij'tw^  lijk  ' ' "'^ 

'U>  ‘xi^wiil^  ^ijb  idhoif  'j^j 

■ : 1(ti  t*”’  ' Vi' 

xC  ^ J^i.hM  ?4J,tJIi^w  44w4l  :^‘‘ 

^ .-''  “•.  ii  ’*' 

*425  m^yrr  '%■'  iSi^4^..;ti,tc#'  'l<>  «biJ  , 

'a<^T  £14 

' iriWi  tpt'nhy,  hm  /wlfjal : 

qij  <psti  oi  <>o'rwftn2  4iuf  ii4  'la  Rifo(a»)Liiji  94^ 

814  m ^^qdbxi  8i4:^^.  ■ ' 
1o  m-s^  4?!^£?U'.  M 'm^‘  tojw^vom  xnjy^  ^ 

'^xiiixroa  s(0(4w  »4i  <*k*;>4i  jQoq«i  Ei«l  -|i  xaw<K(  liTb 

I'ffAl  ,C<i*dT«!«lbH  ftMm  ' ''■'' 

-fl!»iii'w«  fii>4tat5f0^j^;^»|iiM  . ,' 

^ imyhO :x^bm l 

,1a  \ '' 

'i^P . 0<vRi^d4oE  ■ 


-g 


*v. 


K 


«<. 


88 


V'V' 


"hm 


ii% 


■ >'  i'r 


•n 


ru 


694 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


but  as  the  Indians  began  the  game  of  evasion^  and  postponement, 

let  it  be  played  out : they  kno',v  we  must  eventually  vrin  : they  are  becom- 
ing more  and  more  anxious  to  treat  and.  sell.  We  will  ^make  haste 
slowly/  let  them  press  it  upon  us  as  they  will.’^ 

General  Sevier  says  to  General  Kobertson,  August  5th,  1810:  ••  The 
Gherokecs  wish  to  remove  over  the  Mississippi,  and  will  most  certainly 
do  it,  if  not  ■prevented  by  Government.  Two  years  will  .carry  them 
chiefly  off,  which  will  be  tlie  most  effectual  treaty  for  Tennessee,  as  well 
as  a very  cheap  one.  They  say  they  are  becoming  more  and  more  in 
love  with  that  country,  and  cannot  be  kept  out  from  it.’^ 

Governor  Willie  Blount  and  Colonel  Meigs  w'erc  in  favor  of  holding  the 
treaty,  and  the  former  had  invited  some  sixteen  of  the  principal  chiefs 
of  the  Cherokoes  to  a conference  with  him,  and  to  prepare  for  a full  treaty 
in  the  hill;  but  after  having  the  views  of  Generals  Ilobertson  and  Sevier 
in  favor  of  a postponement,  there  was  a full  concurrence  in  sentiment, 
and  no  treaty  was  held  this  year. 

In  December  Governor  Blount  addressed  to  General  Robertson  a long 
and  very  able  argument  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  these  lands,  the  want  of  title  in  the  Indians,  and  the  illegality  of  the 
transfer  or  relinquishment  made  by  the  treaty  of  Holston.  He  took  up 
the  positions  assumed  in  the  address  of  Greneral  ilobertson  and  others  to 
the  three  ‘-pompous”  Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  in  July,  1798. 
General  Robertson  had  presented  the  strongpoints  in  that  printed  address, 
and  they  are  ably  handled  by  Governor  Willie  Blount.  ]^ut  to  discuss 
them  now  (at  so  late  a day)  seems  like  fighting  a shadow,  when  the  sub- 
stance is  in  our  possession,  and  is  the  very  thing  we  were  contending  for. 
There  could  be  little  need  of  argument  when  the  Indians  yielded  posses- 
sion. 

There  arc  remarks  in  these  letters  of  Governor  Willie  Blount  which 
we  should  delight  to  quote  and  publish,  but  they  are  unnecessary  to  the 
main  purposes  wc  have  had  in  view.  The  memoirs  and  writings,  public 
and  private,  of  Willie  Blount  should  be  presented  to  the  public  in  a form 
worthy  of  him  and  creditable  to  the  State.  He  was  “a  voluminous 
writer;”  wrote  much  on  political  and  religious  topics. 

In  the  fall  of  this  year,  “his  children  being  grown  and  living  and 
acting  for  tliemsclves,”  as  ho  says,  General  Robertson  applied  to  the  War 
Department  for  the  situation  of  Agent  to  the  Chickasaws.  He  said  ••  he 
was  at  leisure,  and  thought  that,  at  a time  when  British  agents  were  en- 
deavoring to  seduce  the  southern  Indians  into  alliance  with  tliat  Govern- 
ment, and  hostility  to  the  United  States,  he  could  do  some  good,  and  use 
some  influence  to  counteract  their  machinations  !” 
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Here  was  tliis  aged  servant,  ‘^with  leisure  on  his  hands!’’  the  first 
time  in  his  long  and  laborious  life  that  he  had  been  thus  troubled  and 

pestered the  first  time  he  hud  ever  solicited  office;  but  it  was  to 
counteract  the  ^‘machinations  of  enemies  of  liis  country.”  Of  course, 
the  office  was  gladly  conferred.  He  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
The  care  of  his  family  docs  not  trouble  him,  but  the  perils  of  his  coimtry 
do.  Wisely  does  he  conclude  that  his  name  and  pre.sence  among  the 
Indians  may  stay  the  progress  of  mischievous  machinations.  He,  sooner 
than  any  other  white  man,  can  discover  the  true  state  of  feelings  among 
these  southern  tribes. 

The  influential  Shawnee  chief,  Tecumseh,  and  his  brother,  “The 
Prophet,”  were  making  vigorous  efforts  to  arouse  all  the  Indians,  north 
and  south,  to  war  against  the  United  States.  This  movement  originated 
with  agents  of  the  British  Government,  and  was  one  of  the  many  provo- 
cations to  the  war  of  the  next  year. 

A national  council  was  held  on  10th  September  at  Tuckabache ; and 
before  it  closed  there  arrived  a party  of  Shawnees,  in  number  seventeen, 
accompanied  by  one  Creek,  and  one  or  two  from  two  other  tribes, 
evidently  intent  on  war.  They  had  sent  to  the  council,  before  their  ar- 
rival, a war-pipe  and  hatchet.  The  council  refused  to  receive  these  tokens 
of  war,  and  disapproved  of  the  proposed  coalition. 

General  Ptobertson  had  anticipated  some  measures  of  this  kind,  and 
therefore  sought  the  appointment  of  agent,  as  we  have  seen. 

Governor  Blount  soon  learned  that  eighty  to  one  hundred  Creeks  were 
persuaded  by  these  emissaries  to  join  the  Prophet’s  party. 

General  Ilobertson  received  a number  of  letters  very  complimentary 
upon  his  acceptance  of  the  agency;  but  the  one  which  he  probably 
prized  as  highly  as  any  other,  was  from  Colbert,  whose  influence  had  now 
become  paramount  among  the  Chickasaws,  and  was  very  weighty  with  the 
Cherokees  and  Choctaws.  The  letter  is  in  reply  to  one  from  the  General, 
and  in  acknowledgment  of  a “talk”  he  had  sent  to  Colbert  for  the  nation. 
As  it  evinces  the  esteem  in  which  General  Ilobertson  was  held  among 
the  Indians,  we  quote  from  it : 

“]My  old  Friend  and  Father: — I am  overjoyed  with  the  word  you 
send,  that  you  are  to  be  the  guide  of  our  nation,  as  you  have  been  the 
life  of  this  nation;  and  every  chief  of  the  Chickasaws,  I make  no  doubt, 
will  feel  the  same  as  I do.  I hope  every  thing  will  prove  satisfactorv  in 
cveiy  council.  'When  you  go  by  my  house,  I will  take  my  horse  and  ride 
to  the  King’s  house  and  the  agency  with  you.” 

Chin-nubbe  was  the  King  of  the  Chickasaw  nation.  He  is  the  same 
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person  who,  with  Colbert,  Okoye,  and  others,  wrote  to  General  Robert- 
son, in  1S05,  that  “when  they  sold  land  it  must  be  by  the  acre,  in  the 
mode  adopted  by  the  United  States.’’ 

They  used  to  think  that  the  fee  simple  and  absolute  sovereignty  of  all 
the  trackless  forests  were  in  the  Indians;  but  the  civilians  and  warriors 
of  Holston  and  Cumberland  have  argaied  those  points,  and  overthrown 
those  pretensions.  These  same  pioneer  warriors  and  statesmen  initiated 
a new  theory  and  a new  policy  of  dealing  with  and  for  the  disposal  of  all 
the  savage  tribes.  Government  has  adopted  it. 

Destined  to  melt  away  before  the  white  settlements,  their  existence  has 
been  prolonged  by  removals  west  of  the  iMississippi,  and  by  the  intro- 
duction of  husbandry  and  many  of  the  arts  and  comforts  of  civilized 
life,  yet  utter  extinction  seems  to  await  them  all  ere  the  close  of  this 
century. 

Early  eflbrts  were  made  to  change  the  habits  of  the  Chickasaws,  Cher- 
okees,  and  Choctaws.  Implements  of  husbandry  had  been  furnished, 
and  an  intercourse  and  friendship  established,  which  was  deemed  advan- 
tageous to  the  white  as  well  as  to  the  red  people;  but  the  decree  had  gone 
forth  in  regard  to  them,  as  well  as  to  all  others  : Passing  away ! passing 

away  I”  The  Fourth  of  July  toast  expressed  the  truth:  “The  Indians: 
like  saleable  goods,  going,  going,  gone!”  “Knocked  down  [as  Williams 
said]  by  the  three  great  gemu-als,  General  Sevier,  General  Robertson,  and 
General  Providence.’'  (This  was  not  original  with  Williams.) 
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CHAPTEll  XXXIX. 


1812-1814. 

The  Creeks  had  yielded  very  inuc-h  to  the  persuasions  of  the  emissa- 
ries from  the  ‘^northern  tribes.”  Their  ancient  hostility  was  revived,  to 
some  extent,  towards  the  settlers  between  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee. 

A number  of  persons  were  murdered  by  them  in  this  year,  near  the 
mouth  of  Duck  River.  Repeated  acts  of  a hostile  character  were  done 
by  them.  The  Governor,  Willie  Blount,  made  a requisition  upon  the 
War  Department  for  a company  of  United  States  Rangers,  to  perform 
duty  on  the  frontiers  of  the  settled  parts  of  Tennessee,  and  to  range  be- 
tween the  Tennessee  and  31ississippi  Rivers,  to  cut  off  or  check  the 
intercourse  between  the  Creeks  and  northern  Indians.  A company,  un- 
der command  of  Captain  David  Ma.son,  was  ordered  to  perform  this  duty.  ^ 

War  having  been  declared  against  Great  Britain  on  'U’?th  June,  the  / o 
military  and  warlike  spirit  was  at  once  aroused  in  this  State.  2so where 
was  there  a more,  general  approval  of  the  declaration,  and  a greater  readi- 
ness to  engage  in  its  prosecution.  It  pervaded  all  classes.  Old  war- 
horses  champed  the  bit  and  pawed  the  earth  when  they  heard  the  drum 
and  saw  their  country’s  flag  unfurled;  aged  citizens  were  fired  with'the 
enthusiasm  of  youth,  or  would  teach  their  juniors  that  patriotism  could 
not  die — that  in  old  age  they  would  resent  and  punish  insults,  and  defend 
the  rights  of  the  country. 

3Iost  of  the  Invincibles”  or  Silver  Grays”  were  yet  alive,  and  were 
ready  to  reorganize  and  tender  such  services  as  they  could  perform.  They 
were  left,  however,  by  their  own  happy  firesides,  there  to  fight  their  old 
battles  over  in  martial  words. 

General  Robertson  was  not  of  the  number  of  those  who  sat  down 
quietly  at  bis  own  heartli-.'^tone.  lie  desired  no  command,  and  he  could 
not  serve  in  the  tented  fi<*ld.  He  had  selected  hi.s  proper  sphere.  There 
was  a place  prepared  for  some  importa?it  character,  and  1-^rovidence,  which 
had  prepared  the  place,  also  prepared  the  man  suitably  to  till  it,  and  dis- 
charge all  appropriate  duties. 
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His  mission  vfas  still  to  go  ^^unto  the  heathen.^^  The  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  several  of  the  soLitliorn  tribes  were  much  interested  in  the  decla- 
ration of  war.  They  said  there  would  be  something  for  them  to  do,  other 
than  hunt  game. 

Some  who  were  friendly  to  the  United  States  had  met  with  others 
whose  minds  were  unsettled.  Good  ad\'ice  came  from  the  friendly  party. 
They  said,  “ General  Robertson  by  visiting  the  agencies  might  exert  a 
happy  hifiuence.  It  was  a good  time  to  fix  the  wavering.'^ 

Among  the  many  Indian  cldefs  of  General  Robertson's  acquaintance — 
ail  of  whom  greatly  respected  him — none  had  a higher  regard  for  him  or 
was  more  in  his  confidence  than  John  Pitchlyn,  of  Oak-tibbe-ha,  in  the 
Choctaw  nation.  The  General  had  in  his  heart  the  hearts  also  of’' 
other  chiefs  with  sonorous  ]jolysyIlabic  names,  such  as  Push-mata-ha, 
Mush-ula-tubbe,  Puck-shu-nubl)e,  They  were  the  friends  of  the  United 
States,  and  “ kept  the  hearts  of  the  people  straight.”  This  is  one  of  the 
tribes  which  never  did  make  war  upon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Most  of  them  are  lazy  and  stolid. 

At  this  time  there  were  “ banditti  of  l\Iuscogees,  and  of  other  tribes 
and  towns  of  equivocal  character,”  roving  through  the  country  between 
the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland,  stealing  horses,  producing  alarm,  and 
‘‘stirring  up  the  demon  of  revenge.”  Unfortunately,  Captain  3Iason  and 
his  party  of  rangers  killed  a Choctaw  without  provocation,  assertine,' — 
what  weis  never  believed — tltat  he  was  taken  for  a hostile  Creek.  For 
this  act,  the  brother  of  the  Choctaw  waylaid  the  Natchez  trace,  and  killed 
a traveller  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Haley.  The  Choctaw  who  thus  re- 
taliated the  death  of  his  brother  was  a very  small  lad,  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  not  more:  so  ingrained  was  the  lex  talionis — so  “dyed  in 
the  wool”  were  the  very  children. 

There  were  several  Ollier  events  about  this  time  of  an  unhappy  tend- 
ency, and  it  required  all  the  skill  of  General  Robertson,  Pitchlyn,  and 
others,  to  keep  some  of  the  nation  from  acts  of  open  hostility.  The 
agents  of  the  United  States  liad  persuaded  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Cherokees  to  meet  the  CTiicka.savr.'!  in  council  at  Itala,  on  loth  September, 
at  which  they  desired  General  Robertson  to  be  present. 

The  council  continued  for  a week,  and  General  Robertson  preserved 
the  “short  talk  of  Too-tuma-stnl)be,  the  great  medal  chief  of  the  Choc- 
taws,” who  was  present  by  invitation.  He  did  not  like  the  white  rangers 
very  much  : said,  “My  heart  is  straight,  and  I wish  our  father  the  Ihe- 
sident  to  know  it.  Our  young  warriors  want  to  tight.  Give  us  guns,  and 
pleat}'  of  pow'ler  and  had.  M'o  fight  your  enemies;  we  fight  much;  we 
fight  strong.  I do  not  like  white  rangers:  make  trouble  in  our  country. 
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Our  Fatlier  don’t  want  to  make  us  trouble.  Our  warriors  good  ikmeri- 
eans — fight  strong.  You  tell  him  so.  You,  General  Robertson,  know 
me;  mj  heart  straight.  Choctaw  soldiers  good  soldiers.  Give  epaulettes 
and  guns  and  whiskey — fight  strong  I”  • 

General  Robertson  approved  the  suggestion  to  enlLst  and  equip  several 
companies  of  Choctaws,  Chiekasaws,  and  Cherokces,  to  be  in  the  pay  of 
the  United  States — well  su])plicd  with  ^^guns  and  epaulettes,”  who  should 
act  as  rangers  upon  the  borders,  to  prevent  interviews  between  the  north- 
ern and  southern  Indians,  and  particularly  to  stop  all  hostile  Creeks  from 
passing  through  any  of  their  territories.  lie  knew  the  character  of  these  In- 
dians— the  springs  of  action — their  military  pride;  how  to  sustain  thtir 
integrity  and  preserve  their  friendship.  This  advice  was  deemed  judi- 
cious, as  also  to  engage  some  of  them  in  the  war  now  to  be  waged  against 
the  Creeks. 

The  atrocities  committed  at  the  North,  and  the  few  outrages  at  the 
South,  (together  with  many  indications  of  increasing  hostility  further 
south,)  awakened  very  angry  feelings  in  Tennessee.  Inflammatory  meet- 
ings and  publications  were  calculated  to  alienate  all  the  Indians,  com- 
pel them  into  a coalition  and  alliance  which  it  had  cost  General  Robert- 
son and  others  long  and  earnest  efforts  to  prevent,  and  which  had 
induced  him  in  advanced  life  to  seek  an  ofiice  and  to  proffer  his  services 
as  an  agent  among  the  Indians.  Having  so  happily  quieted  their 
minds,  and  found  their  hearts  straight,”  or  “ straightened  them,”  he 
was  much  concerned  to  learn  the  character  of  these  measures  amomi  the 
^•people  at  home.”  lie  therefore  left  his  agency  and  returned  to  Nash- 
ville. 

On  the  20th  of  October  ho  wrote  out  his  views,  and  earnestly  expressed 
his  sentiments  and  wishes.  He  protested  against  all  unkind  treatment  of 
Cherokees,  Chiekasaws,  and  Choctaws.  Tie  pledged  himself  for  their 
friendship,  and  its  continuance,  unless  the  whites  themselves  should  de- 
stroy it.  He  kiievc  they  occiq)ied  an  important  position  between  the  Shaw- 
nees  and  other,  tribes  west  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  the 
Ohio,  and  the  Creeks  imd  vSeminoles  at  the  South.  As  to  the  sincerity 
of  the  Chiekasaws  and  Choctaws,  he  had  no  doubt  whatever.  In  the  de- 
clarations of  the  Cherukces  he  jdaced  much  more  confidence  than  in  for- 
mer years.  He  inUuided  to  return  to  his  post  at  the  ‘-agency,’’  and 
liopc'l  that  his  fellow-eltizens  would  not  do  or  suffer  any  thing  to  bo  done 
which  might  increase  his  labors,  or  defeat  all  his  efforts  and  wi-^hes,  and 
sadden  his  last  days. 

We  have  mentioned  the  migration  of  Cb.erokee.s  and  others  to  the 
west  side  of  the  3Iississippi,  and  the  satisfaction  with  which  this  move- 
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ment  was  Tiewed  Ly  tlie  vdiite  settlers  near  tlie  Indian  borders.  But 
there  commenced  an  ebb-tide.  They  came  in  haste — as  fugitives — with 
terror  depicted  in  their  faces.  They  were  not  afraid  of  men*  they  had 
met  no  Warriors,  white  or  red;  none  of  their  friends  had  fallen  in  battle; 
they  had  not  suffered  by  pestilence  or  famine ; the  game  was  much  more 
abundant  than  they  had  ever  seen  in  their  native  country.  ‘‘But/’  said 
they,  “ we  deserted  the  bones  of  our  chiefs,  our  warriors,  our  forefathers, 
and  the  Great  Spirit  is  angry  with  us.  The  earth  is  ready  to  swallow  us 
up  : it  trembles  under  our  foot.^teps ; it  heaves  and  labors  to  vomit  us 
forth.  We  cannot  remain  there.  We  return  to  sit  down,  cover  our 
heads,  and  weep  by  the  graves  of  our  ancestors.’^ 

The  earthquakes  alarmed  otliers  besides  these  ignorant  children  of  the 
forest.  Those  who  returned  came  not  with  hostile  feelings,  but  rather 
with  spirits  troubled  and  broken.  Some  few,  no  doubt,  "were  ready  to 
listen  to  any  advice  and  to  engage  in  any  measures  which  wily  persons 
might  suggest.  The  condition  of  most  of  them  was  miserable  and  des- 
perate. But  the  kind  attentions  of  United  States  agents  were  not  want- 
ing, and  much  good  was  thus  done  in  time  of  need,  the  happy  inSuence 
of  which  was  seen  in  after-years.  This  kindness  v.ms  not  thrown  aw'ay. 

There  were  white  persons  in  the  settlements  who  were  somewhat  dis- 
turbed of  their  equanimity  by  this  return  of  Indians.  They  contended 
that  the  reception  and  attentions  given  to  them  were  encouragements  for 
all  to  come  back  ; and  tlnit  they  would  “have  to  be  paid  liberally  again 
in  order  to  rid  the  settlements  of  their  annoyances.” 

The  system  or  practice  (as  since  understood  and  pursued  by  Govern- 
ment agents  with  so  much  profit  to  themselves,  and  expense  to  our  trea- 
sury) of  removing  the  Indians  at  so  many  dollars  per  and  then,  by 

sub  and  counter  agents,  paying  and  inducing  the  poor  wanderers  to  re- 
turn to  their  old  haunts  and  hunting-grounds,  that  these  same  “ agents 
for  emigrating  Indians”  miglit  renew  their  applications  to  Government 
and  obtain  further  liberal  appropriations  to  remove  “ these  pests  to  w bite 
settlements” — this  game  of  deframling  our  Government  was  not  then 
initiated,  or  so  often  and  so  successfully  practiced  as  it  has  since  been. 
Millions  of  dollars  have  thu.s  been  filched  from  the  treasury.* 


* “CnicKASAAV  Agkncy,  August  lOtb,  1812. 

“ Capt.  John  Davis; — T .arrived  .at  this  place  2.'ld  of  last  month.  I was  sick  the 
day  I left  your  house  and  tlic  next  clay;  h.xvc  been  tolerably  healthy  since. 

“I  am  well  pleased  with  my  berth,  and  have  had  the  greatest  council  that  ever 
was  in  thi.^*  nation, 

“The  Chickasaws  profess  to  bo  as  well  pleased  with  me  as  I am  with  them. 
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The  many  murders  and  outrages  committed  by  the  Creeks  on  the  31 o- 
bile,  and  in  the  3Iississippi  Territory,  aroused  tlie  military  spirit  of  Ten- 
nesseeans to  the  highest  state.  A very  large  assemblage  of  citizens  from 
the  different  counties  in  this,  then  Western  District,  was  convened  at 
Nashville,  on  Saturday,  18th  September,  “to  devise  means  whereby 
speedy  and  effectual  aid  should  be  afforded  those  distressed  cdtizens,  and 
to  punish  or  exterminate  their  nation  and  abettors. 

“The  Rev.  3Ir.  Craighead  wms  conducted  to  the  chair  as  President, 
and  in  an  eloquent  and  impressive  speech  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting.’” 

The  resolutions,  passed  unanimously,  were  in  ffivor  of  instantly  raising 
five  thousand  troops,  to  march  under  the  command  of  General  Jackson. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  famous  Creek  war  under  General  Jackson. 
With  its  details  we  shall  not  concern  ourselves  in  this  work. 

“A  copy  of  31r.  Craighead’s  eloquent  skddress”- was  requested  for  pub- 
lication, and  appears  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

When  General  Jackson,  at  the  head  of  his  brave  Tennesseeans,  was 
gaining  victories  and  wreathing  laurels'  around  his  brow,  Robertson  was 
accomplishing  the  great  work  committed  to  his  charge.  He  urged  for- 
ward such  organizations  among  “the  friendly  Indians,  our  allies,”  as  were 
authorized  by  the  War  Department ; and  encouraged  the  Chickasaws  to 
watch  against  and  prevent  any  communications  between  the  Creeks  and 
northern  Indians,  who  vrere  taking  sides  with  England.  And  they  main- 
tained a vigilant  police,  and  made  frequent  reports  to  the  Agency. 

The  services  which  General  Rtobertson  rendered  during  his  agency  in 
the  years  of  the  war  with  England,  are  to  be  reckoned  among  the  very 


There  cannot  be  a people  more  determined  to  observe  peace  with  the  United  States 
than  the  Chickasaws. 

“ If  the  professions  of  the  Creeks  are  sincere,  there  will  be  no  danger  with  the 
southern  Indians. 

“ This  nation  is  determined  to  put  their  law  in  force  in  the  strictest  manner, 
should  horse-thieves  or  murderers  pa.ss  through  this  country.  And  the  Choctaws 
have  ordered  all  out  of  tlieir  nation. 

“You  will  see  in  ‘The  Clarion’  the  letter  from  the  Creeks  to  these  people,  and 
the  proceedings  of  our  council. 

“The  death  of  the  Choctaw  kille<l  by  the  rangers  will  cause  much  trouble,  but 
will  not  be  any  great  national  crime.  His  brother  has  killed  a Mr.  Thos.  Haley 
on  the  Mobile  road,  (in  reta.liation.) 

“ I have  invited  tlie  two  Indians  who  lost  their  companion  and  property  to  ac- 
company me  to  Nashville,  the  last  of  September.  , 


“James  Robertson.’’ 
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valuable  ones  rendered  by  liim  in  a series  of  forty  years,  in  not  one  of 
•which  years  did  he  omit  the  discharge  of  many  acts  of  important  and 
disinterested  patriotic  service.  }[e  was  indeed  almost  sovereign  and  un- 
opposed in  influence  among  the  Chickasaws.  And  well  was  it  for  them, 
and  well  for  the  American  settlements  on  or  near  their  border. 

Among  distinguished  and  successful  lawyers  in  Tennessee  who  rapidly 
advanced  in  public  consideration  as  politicians,  we  notice  now  Felix 
Grundy.  He  was  a man  of  cjiiick  discernment,  acute  discrimination, 
firm  decision,  learned,  ingenious,  eloquent.  lie  was  a member  of  Con- 
gress in  this  year,  and  promptly  ‘‘made  his  mark,”  and  assumed  a position 
of  distinction. 

In  writing  to  General  Ilobertson,  in  February,  ISIS,  General  Sevier, 
then  a Senator  in  Congress,  speaks  in  terms  of  highest  commendation  of 
^Ghis  your  friend  Grundy:  he  ought  to  be  reLdected;  the  district  will 
never  find  a better  representative  should  he  be  changed  for  another.”''^ 

"With  pleasure  would  we  insert  suitable  sketches  of  many  other  men  of 
talents,  men  of  worth,  occupying  various  stations  of  usefulness  in  Middle 
Tennessee  at  this  date,  but  our  prescribed  limits  forbid  the  indulgence  of 
such  notice. 

In  April,  the  suggestion  which  had  been  made  to  employ  companies  of 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  to  defend  the  frontiers  and  to  protect  travellers, 


•^  In  a letter  from  General  Robertson  to  Captain  John  Davis,  dated  “Chickasa'w 
Agency,  March  0th,  1813,”  he  writes:  ‘-The  Chickasaws  are  in  a high  strain  for 
■war.  They  have  declarcl  war  against  all  passing  Creeks  Avho  attempt  to  go 
through  their  nation.  They  have  declared,  if  the  United  States  will  take  a cam- 
paign against  the  Creeks,  that  tliey  are  ready  to  give  their  aid.  They  consider 
the  United  States  at  war  already  with  the  Creek  nation,  as  they  say  that,  to  their 
knowledge,  one  of  the  ten  wlio  did  the  mischief  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  has 
been  a principal  leader  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  that  there  was  another 
chief  present ; so  that  the  Creeks  can  no  longer  say  that  it  is  their  young  men 
only  who  are  at  war.  The  Chickasaws  do  not  believe  that  the  Creeks  will  give  up 
those  [murderers]  to  the  United  States.  They  hope  the  United  States  will  humble 
the  Creeks  and  bring  them  to  tlieir  own  terms.  They  have  requested  Govern- 
ment to  send  them  two  full  companies  of  horsemen,  to  protect  them  until  a cam- 
paign can  be  undertaken.  The  t\omen  seem  much  alarmed  ; but  the  war  is  popu- 
lar with  the  warriors,  and  war  seems  to  be  certain. 

“Mrs.  Jaraeo  Colbert  wants,  by  tlie  tirst  of  July,  one  hundred  pounds  of  fea- 
thers, anti  to  be  nut  in  a new  tick,  or  two  ticks  I 

“Is  it  not  strange  that  (hdonel  Cannon  should  oppose  Mr.  Oruml//,  when  he 
does  such  honor  to  the  Slate?  Hi.>)  equal  is  nor  in  the  State.  You  ITarpeth  peo- 
ple ought  to  turn  out  and  keep  up  the  crctlit  of  tlie  State.” 
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was  taken  up  by  Pitclilyn,  and  urged  upon  the  United  States  Agents ; 
and  he  says  : When  the  Creeks  have  to  figlit  the  red  and  the  white  men 

together,  they  will  learn  it  is  :i  national  afiair,  and  will  prove  the  ruin  of 
the  Creek  nation;  and  then,  1 think,  there  will  be  an  end  put  to  their 
further  proceedings/'  So  every  one  would  suppose. 

Pitchlyn  was  active  and  faithful  and  intelligent.  (ATe  had  some  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him.) 

General  Kobertson  had  returned  to  his  post  and  duties  as  agent  among 
the  Chickasaws.' 

The  vrar  was  waging  with  the  British  on  land  and  sea  and  lake,  and 
with  Indians  north  and  south.  Savage  murders  and  horrible  outrages 
were  committed  in  the  settlements  in  Alabama  and  other  sections,  and 
the  call  was  made  for  five  thousand  volunteers,  to  march  under  General 
Jackson  to  the  ‘‘  Florida  War." 

The  war  with  England,  and  the  campaigns  of  General  Jackson,  require 
and  have  their  own  histories.  (AVe  would  here  express  our  wish,  that 
persons  who  have  information  or  documents  relating  to  those  campaigns, 
may  intrust  the  same  to  the  State  Historical  Society.) 

Our  patriot,  hero,  statesman,  negotiator,  ‘-peace-maker,"  was  at  his 
post.  He  had  endured  hardships  all  his  life  long;  he  was  not  knowm 
hitherto  to  complain  of  either  “hard  bread  or  a hard  bed,"  but  in  this 
agency  he  found  “too  much  of  both  and  too  little  of  either" — the  bread 
and  the  bed  too  hard,  and  the  bread  and  the  bed  too  scant. 

He  wrote  to  his  wife  to  send  by  Mr.  Cohee  some  feathers  and  bed- 
clothes, and  very  fairly  and  kimlly  offered  her,  “should  she  come  that 
way,  the  very  best  chance  for  rest  and  sleep  which  the  bed  would  afford, 
provided,  always,  tlnit  he  should  retain  a part  of  the  same."  And,  as  a 
dutiful  and  devoted  wife,  she  accepted  the  offer  or  permission  as  though 
it  had  been  a command.  How  strange  that  this  aged  couple,  seventy-one 
and  sixty-three  years  of  age,  should  leave  their  hard-earned  but  now 
quiet  home,  their  beautiful  and  comfortable  residence  near  Nashville,  to 
go  again  into  the  wilderness  and  among  the  savages,  and  there  patienti\q 
yea,  cheerfully,  “submit  to  all  sorts  of  "inconveniences  and  annoyances!" 
Before  he  departed  the  last  time  on  this  mission  or  agency,  he  said:  ‘-I 
know  I am  getting  to  be  an  old  man  ; I cannot  delude  myself  with  the 
idea  that  I am  young,  or  with  tlie  hope  that  in  this  life  my  days  and 
being  w'ill  turn  backwards,  and  carry  me  from  age  through  reversed 
stages  down  to  childhood  .again.  I may  not  do  all  the  good  I dL-^igu. 
!My  heart  is  warm  ami  full,  though  my  limbs  are  not  so  very  supple.  A- 
some  of  you  have  said,  I may  not  live  to  return  and  settle  down  again. 
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quietly  at  home.  Older  men  than  I have  found  the  post  of  duty  away 
from  their  pleasant  firesides,  and  where  duty  calls,  there  is  home.^’ 

And  he  remained  at  that  post.  “Every  person  and  every  act  having 
a suspicious  appearance,  were  sure  to  have  eyes  of  suspicious  scrutiny 
fixed  upon  them.^’  The  old  and  familiar  system  of  spies  and  “ trotters’' 
was  revived,  and  the  General  was  quite  well  posted  in  the  affairs  going  on 
near  and  affir  off.  The  news  of  the  capture  of  Washington  City  dis- 
tressed him  very*  much,  and  surprised  some  of  the  chiefs  who  had  visited 
that  city. 

During  the  residence  of  General  Robertson  at  the  Chickasaw  Agency, 
he  had  his  eye  upon  some  persons  and  movements  at  and  near  Fort 
Pickering,  (or  Memphis.)  Colonel  Richard  Sparks,  a son-in-law  of  Gen- 
eral Sevier,  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  troops  at  that  post, 
and  his  suspicions  had  been  aroused  by  information  from  the  post-master, 
Mr.  Allen,  and  others,  as  to  the  friendly  influence,  by  speech  and  con- 
duct, of  one  Judge  Fooy,  who  had  been  “an  old  residenter  in  the  Chick- 
asaw nation,  and  whites  and  red  people  both  speak  of  him  as  a man  in 
whom  there  can  be  no  dependence ; and  that  he  will  take  sides  with  that 
government  that  bids  the  highest,  and  with  two  at  the  same  time  if  he 
can  be  paid  by  both.” 

If  Judge  Fooy  was  indeed  inimical  to  the  United  States,  and  received 
pay  as  an  agent  of  Great  Britain,  he  gave  some  proofs  of  friendship,  and 
many  professions,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  pay  of  ours. 

General  Robertson  continued  in  his  agency,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of 
the  Indians  and  of  the  United  States  Government;  but  his  friend,  Silas 
Dinsmore,  long  the  agent  among  the  Choctaws,  continued  not  in  favor 
with  the  Administration.  Colonel  John  McKee  was  a greater  favorite 
at  head-quarters,  as  he  also  became  with  the  Indians. 

In  writing  to  General  Robertson  of  this  sudden  revolution  and  over- 
throw, and  of  the  pleasant  interview  between  himself  and  his  successor, 
who  had  also  been  his  predreexsor,  he  says  : 

“This  is  the  Fourth  of  July.  Colonel  IMcKee  and  I have  just  finished 
our  dinner,  and  are  ready  to  drinP  a toast  to  the  retreat  of  Bonaparte. 

We  laugh  at  the  coincidence  in  the  fortunes  of  Bo?ip  and 
Tnyself.  When  I superseded  the  Colonel,  Bony  superseded  the  Bourbons, 
or  made  himself  Emperor.  Tlie  Bourbons  now  supersede  him  and  are 
reinstated:  McKee  supersedes  me  and  is  also  reinstated.  ‘Nos  poma 
natamus  I’  ^ How  we  apples  swim  I'  ” 

The  service.s  of  General  Robertson  as  a member  of  the  Legislature 
have  not  been  stated  in  chronological  order,  nor  have  we  made  even  a 
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reference  to  them  all.  We  have  found  it  difficult  to  avoid  extending  our 
■work  by  notices  of  many  other  worthy  men  vho  were  the  contemporaries 
and  co-laborers  of  Itobertson.  None  of  them  or  their  meritorious  ser- 
vices are  disparaged  by. this  unavoidable  omission. 

General  Robertson  had  been  long  subject  to  violent  attacks  of  neural jia^ 
l^rom  these  he  was  indeed  a great  sufferer.  With  his  advance  in  years 
the  attacks  became  more  frequent  and  distressing.  If  they- lasted  less 
than  twenty-four  hoiirSj  he  escaped  not  without  much  debility  and  the 
appearance  of  a month's  illness  from  ordinary  fever. 

He  had  repeatedly  said  that  his  life  wmuld  end  in  one  of  these  attacks. 
He  knew  he  could  not  survive  many  more  of  such  as  he  had  recently 
endured.  But  he  was  calm  and  resigned,  and  “might  as  well  die  there 
[in  the  Indian  nation]  as  anywhere,  if  the  vtill  of  God  was  so.” 

In  August  he  seldom  passed  a day  exempt  from  this  affliction.  He 
had  given  up  his  rides  on  horseback  ; light  and  noise  were  painful  to  him; 
he  had  an  indisposition  to  converse  ; his  brain  was  racked;  there  was 
great  inflammation  of  the  brain ; ho  was  sinking  ; his  breathing  was 
heavy  and  distressing;  and  he  became  insensible.-  On  Thursdav,  the  1st 
day  of  September,  1814,  he  ceased  to  breathe.  His  wife  was  by  his  side. 
Henceforth  her  name  is  to  be  written  “a  widow.’’  She  is  a widow  in- 
deed. Her  children  are  not  around  her.  These  aged  parents  had  not 
called  them  to  forsake  the  duties  and  cares  of  their  respective  positioms 
to  attend  them  afar  from  their  families  and  homes.  Sooner  than  do  this, 
he  would  have  surrendered  his  agency,  and  have  returned  to  his  own 
home,  and  to  the  pleasant  neighborhood,  where  his  many  friends  and 
most  of  his  children  were  settled ; who  would  have  been  happy  to  visit 
him  and  minister  to  his  wants,  or  weep  around  his  death-bed.  But  he 
dies  where  duty  called — he  dies  at  his  post.  In  this  he  was  content, 
resigned. 

On  Friday,  the  ‘2d  September,  his  remains  were  interred  at  the  Agency. 
There  they  remained  until  the  year  1825,  when  they  were  removed  to 
the  cemetery  at  Na.shville.  A very  large  conegurse  of  citizens  attended. 
An  eloquent  tribute  and  just  historical  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Hon- 
orable Judge  Haywood,  (which,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  was  not  preserved.) 

A plain  tomb  covers  the  spot  where  rest  the  remains  of  this  pioneer 
to  the  Cumberland,  who  has  been  called  by  Blount,  and  Haywood,  and 
Jackson,  and  Ramsay,  and  “the  truth  of  history,”  the  Father  of  Tai- 
' n essee  ! 

By  his  side  rest  the  remains  of  his  wife.  On  thesg  tombs  may  be  read 
those  simple  records : 


X 


•* 


i 

i 


606 


HISTORY  OF  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


«^GI:NL.  JAMES  EOBEliTSOX, 
The  Founder  of  Nashville, 
WAS  BORN  in  Virginia, 

28tii  June,  1742. 

Died 

1st  Sept.,  1814.” 


CllAIlLOTTE  K., 

Wife  of 

James  Kobertson, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina, 

2d  Jant.,  1751. 

Died 

lltli  June,  1843.” 

The  following  notice  of  the  death  of  General  Robertson  appeared  in 
^^The  Clarion  and  Tennessee  State  Gazette,”  Thursday,  September  8th, 

1814: 

“Each  hour  Death  'warns  us  by  an  awful  call ; 

Each  hour  our  fellow- mortals  round  us  fall. 

Father  of  lights,  0 guide  and  guard  our  way, 

Through  life  and  death,  ‘to  heaven’s  eternal  day.’  ” 

is  with  unspeakable  emotions  that  we  discharge  a heart-rending 
duty  in  recording  the  death  of  the.  Father  of  his  country, 

‘•^General  James  Robertson  is  no,  more.  His  spirit  took  its  flight  to 
the  regions  of  bliss  on  Thursilay  last.  On  the  1st  inst.,  while  at  the 
Chickasaw  Agency  discharging  his  duty  as  the  United  States  xkgent  to 
that  tribe  of  Indians,  he  was  attacked  vrith  a violent  inflammation  in  the 
head;  and  on  the  first  instant  the  complaint  triumphed,  and  left  us  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  our  friend  and  patriot. 

‘‘The  important  and  long  faithful  services  of  the  deceased,  the  sacri- 
fices he  made  of  time  and  health  to  promote  our  prosperity,  recpiire  that 
we  should  not  omit  a tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory  at  this  distressing 
moment. 

“We  fear  our  feeble  attempt  will  fall  far  short  of  the  worth  of  the 
man.  We  could  wish,  f »r  the  honor  of  our  State,  that  some  abler  hand 
had  undertaken  the  painful  task  of  detailing  the  actions  of  him  whom 
we  all  mourn. 
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^^Our  remarks  will  be  imperfect^  for  we  bad  not  tbe  bonoi*  of  sharing 
with  him  the  toils  and  privations  which  earned  him  a character  that  en- 
deared him  to  the  people;  nor  have  we  access  to  written  records  of  the 
early  transactions  of  the  founders  of  this  section  of  the  Union ; conse- 
quently, as  there  is  a necessity  for  something  being  said  on  the  occasion, 
we  are  obliged  to  be  brief,  and  depend  entirely  on  the  impression  made 
on  our  minds  by  conversations  with  different  persons  some  years'  ago. 

“It  is  a subject  of  regret  to  us  that  no  individual,  of  leisure  and  tal- 
ents for  the  purpose,  has  attempted  to  collect  the  items  necessary  for  a 
history  of  the  settlement  of  this  country.  It  would  be  an  employment 
that  would  give  young  politicians  a knowledge  of  our  State  policy,  and 
qualify  them  for  public  trusts,  and,  as  such,  would  be  both  honorable 
and  profitable. 

“General  James  Robertson  was  a native  of  North  Carolina,  but  before 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood — about  the  year  ITGO — he  embarked 
his  all  in  company  of  some  ac('|uaintances  who  were  emigrating  to  the  rich 
regions  of  the  West. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Watauga  River,  a branch  of  Tennessee,  then  a 
frontier,  he  made  a settlement,  and  tarried  for  many  years.  In  this  set- 
tlement the  character  of  the  deceased  was  developed.  The  continued 
marauding  butcheries  of  the  savages  called  forth  the  vigilance  of  the 
whites : rencontre  after  rencontre  took  place.  In  common  with  others, 
it  became  his  duty  to  sally  forth  to  chastise  the  foe,  and  protect  the 
frontier  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife.  Success  generally  at- 
tended his  movements,  and,  by  dint  of  hard  fighting  and  good  manage- 
ment, he  acquired  a reputation  for  bravery  and  judgment  that  insured 
him  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

“A  few  of  the  many  anecdotes  that  might  be  inserted  will  suffice  to 
show  his  character.  In  July,  1774,  when  politics  ran  high,  a British 
Captain  by  the  name  of  Nugent,  recruiting  on  the  Watauc'a,  used  some 
provoking  language  respecting  the  colonists.  General  Robertson  and 
Colonel  Cocke  heard  his  insolence,  and  determined  to  punish  him  for  ir. 
They  seized  and  tarred  and  feathered  him.  This  resolute  conduct  taught 
him  the  propriety  of  behaving  better  in  future,  and  he  profited  by  his 
experience.  Shortly  after.  General  Robertson  turned  out  against  the  In- 
dians, and  was  the^first  man  shot  at,  or  ivho  shot  an  Indian  at  the  bloody 
battle  at  the  Roint,  (Point  Pleasant,)  in  October  of  that  year, 

“In  1776  he  was  chosen  to  command  a fort  built  near  the  mouth  of 
Watauga,  which  he  did  with  skill  and  judgment,  and  repulsed  an  attack 
of  the  savages,  who  lost  a considerable  number.  The  Indians  retreated 
with  the  greatest  precipitation,  but  were  pursued  by  the  General  and 
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Colonel  Cocke  until  night  overtook  them;  they  then  struck  fire,  and  v?ith 
torches  continued  the  pursuit  until  they  came  to  Camp  Creek,  where  they 
found  the  Indians’  camp.  With  a daring  never  excelled,  they  penetrated 
between  the  guard  and  main  body  of  Indians,  and  recovered  ten  horses 
they  had  stolen,  and  returned  in  safety. 

^hkbout  the  year  1778,  a few  who  had  seen  the  Cumberland  country 
returned  to  the  Watauga  frontier,  and  gave  such  an  account  of  the  rich- 
ness of  the  soil,  the  luxuriance  of  the  growth,  and  the  incredible  quantity 
of  game,  as  fired  the  de.sire  of  many  to  emigrate  there.  Time  after  time 
the  people  projected  schemes  for  effecting  their  object,  but  they  all  failed 
until  a company  mostly  composed  of  those  who  had  fought  by  the  side  of 
Captain  Kobertson  made  ready  to  start,  some  by  water,  others  by  land. 
In  September,  1778,  (9?)  the  emigrating  colony  set  out.  Captain  Robert- 
son was  chosen  to  command  the  expedition. 

‘‘After  encountering  delays  and  innumerable  difficulties,  the  company 
arrived  where  Nashville  now  stands,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1778.  (9  ?) 

“To  a traveller  from  Watauga  to  Nashville  now,  the  route  seems  no- 
thing ; but  when  we  go  back  to  the  time  spoken  of,  and  recollect  that 
the  company  had  an  untracked  wilderness  of  several  hundred  miles  to  ex- 
plore, mountains  and  rivers  to  pass,  provisions  to  hunt,  and  a vigilant 
guard  to  keep  out  constantly  to  be  prepared  for  surprises  by  a savage 
foe,  the  undertaking  will  not  be  considered  a contemptible  one. 

“ The  few  brave  men  who  thus  commenced  a settlement  several  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  parent  State  had  an  incredible  number  of  difficulties 
to  encounter.  They  had  to  hunt  food,  work  to  erect  a shelter  or  gain 
provisions,  or  stand  guard  alternately. 

“The  parent  State,  for  causes  best  known  to  a speculating  junto,  dis- 
couraged all  emigration,  and  enacted  laws  which  operated  very  oppress- 
ively on  the  few  here.  EinigTation,  however,  continued,  and  time  effected 
a change  in  the  policy  of  North  Carolina  towards  us,  much  to  our  ad- 
vantage. 

“ In  the  course  of  the  summer  and  fall  of  1779,  from  ten,  the  company 
counted  about  two  hundred.  Earl}'  in  the  year  1780,  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians appeared  and  comim,uiccd  their  work  of  destruction.  It  seems  it 
was  their  intention  to  entirely  destro}'  the  settlers.  Frequent  rencontres 
• took  place.  The  savages  were  in  many  instances  successful ; and  station 
after  station  was  abandone<l,  until  only  one  or  two  were  left  occupied  ; the 
people  flying  before  the  foe  in  every  direction  towards  the  station  erected 
where  Nashville  now  stands.  The  panic  produced  by  the  persevering 
movements  of  the  enemy  was  so  general,  that  serious  preparations  were 
made  for  abandoning  the  Cumberland  country  entirely.  In  this  omer- 
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geiicVj  tlie  zeal  and  active  spirit  of  General  Kobcrtson  sliowed  itself.  He 
vras  everywhere,  using  every  argument  timt  love  of  country,  honor,  or 
danger  in  retreating  could  suggest.  He  had  partially  succeeded  when 
fortune  accomplished  his  dearest  object. 

“On  the  15th  of  January,  1781,  the  Indians  attacked  Freeland’s  Sta- 
tion. The  people  had  been  wearied  down  with  coTitinued  flitigue,  and 
had  retired  to  rest.  General  llobertson  accidentally  happened  there  that 
night.  The  noise  at  the  gate  aroused  him ; he  looked  out  and  saw  the 
Indians  had  removed  the  fastening  of  the  gate,  and  were  entering  the 
station.  lie  immediately  gave  the  alarm.  The  whites  sallied  forth,  and 
a vigorous  assault  oldiged  the  enemy  to  retreat  with  considerable  los.s. 
This  unexpected  repulse  of  the  enemy  cheered  the  settlers  much.  5Iany 
of  them  consented  to  stay  and  trust  for  better  times.  They  were  gratified. 

“As  had  been  predicted,  the  successes  of  the  whites  induced  fresh  emi- 
gration. The  spring  of  the  year,  liowever,  seemed  to  ofier  new  stimu- 
lus to  Indian  effrontery.  Their  naked  limbs  were  no  longer  benumbed 
with  cold;  the  thick  foliage  of  the  forests  afforded  protection.  The  In- 
dians from  attacking  smaller  stations  could  not  satisfy  their  desire  for 
plunder,  but  by  a bold  stroke  thought  to  possess  themselves  of  the  prin- 
cipal, and,  except  one,  the  only  one  remaining  station  of  the  whites. 

“The  2d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1781,  will  be  ever  memorable  in 
this  country. 

“ The  largest  body  of  Indians  ever  known  to  be  collected  in  any  war 
\ expedition  in  this  State,  amounting  to  over  seven  hundred  warriors,  ar- 
rived the  evening  before  on  the  ground  where  the  Cumberland  Colleg-e 
now  stands,  (which  was  very  thick  with  privet  and  other  undergrowth.) 
and  made  the  following  arrangements  : The  main  body  was  divided  ; one 
half  were  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  branch  where  the  street  crosses 
from  Nashville  to  the  college,  a little  above  Demunbrune’s  Spring.  The 
other  was  placed  on  the  side  of  the  hill  about  where  Mr.  Claiborne  now 
lives,  with  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  whites,  should 
they  leave  the  fort,  and  then  endeavor  to  force  the  gates. 

“'The  arrival  and  arrangement  of  the  Indians  was  with  so  much  cir- 
cumspection that  the  whites  suspected  nothing  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
attempt.  In  the  night,  about  one  o’clock,  Jonas  Manifee,  who  was  on  a 
block-house,  saw  an  Indian  sjying  out  the  fort,  and  shot  at  him.  This 
Indian  disappeared,  and  between  day  and  sunrise  two  others  showed  them- 
selves at  a distance  and  shot  at  the  ff>rt.  The  whites  immediately  (as  had 
always  been  the  practice)  jwepared  to  pursue  them  ; and  a little  after  sun- 
rise they  (twenty-one  in  number)  left  their  friends  in  the  fort. 
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These  brave  men  ^Ye^e  divi'led.  Captain  Leiper  commanded  the  ad- 
vanccj  and  General  Kohertson  the  main  body.  They  pursued  the  way 
the  Indians  took,  until  they  arrived  witliin  thirty  feet  of  where  the  enemy 
lay  concealed,  when  a fev/  of  tlie  Indians  rose,  and,  contrary' to  their  usual 
method,  remained  standing  until  the  whites  alighted  from  their  horses 
and  shot.  The  Indians  then  instantly  rose  from  their  concealment  and 
rushed  on  the  whites. 

^^The  whites  were  defeated;  and  but  for  the  gallantry  of  General 
Robertson  and  a few  others,  not  an  individual  would  have  escaped.  As 
it  was,  only  thirteen  returned  to  the  fort. 

^‘The  Indians  laid  siege  to  the  fort  ; and  on  the  second  day  fired  up- 
wards of  a hundred  rounds  at  it,  but  without  doing  any  damage  to  the 
inhabitants.  It  seems  the  Indians  found  they  could  not  storm  or  sur- 
prise the  fort,  and  tlierefore  divided  into  small  parties  to  plunder  the  in- 
habitants and  burn  their  property.  These  parties  stole  all  the  horses  and 
stock  they  could  find.  After  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  fort,  they  only  attacked  single  individuals  as  they  could  find 
them.  The  whites  were  very  cautious,  and  nothing  of  much  importance 
occurred  for  some  time.  The  few  pioneers  who  continued  to  stand  as 
a bulwark  against  a host  of  savages  were  decreasing;  and  the  probability 
was  that  the  settlement  would  be  depopulated  in  a few  years,  when  the 
peace  with  England,  in  1783,  changed  the  ‘-face  of  appearances.^’  The 
savages,  no  longer  lured  by  the  gold  of  England  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  whites,  abandoned  the  country,  and  for  nearly  two 
years  molested  no  one  of  the  settlers. 

^^As  soon  as  this  was  known  to  the  old  settlements,  emigrants  flocked 
in,  and  the  heretofore  threatening  forests  ^ were  converted  into  fields  of 
blooming  corn,  which  abundantly  rewarded  the  toil  and  abstinence  of 
the  tillers.’ 

“ The  State  of  North  Carolina  took  the  colony  under  its  protection, 
and  laid  off  the  county  of  Davidson,  appointed  courts,  officers  of  militia, 
and  other  public  functionaries. 

General  R,obertson  was  shortly  after  elected  to  represent  the  county 
in  the  North  Carolina  IjCgi^lature,  which  he  did  for  many  years  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people  and  benefit  of  the  country. 

“In  1790  the  Con.'^titution  of  the  United  States  being  adopted,  and 
Nortli  Carolina  having  ceded  her  v/estern  lands  to  Conuross,  the  ‘ Ter- 
ritoiy  of  the  United  Statc.s  south  of  the  Ohio  River’  was  formed. 

“ In  organizing  the  Territorial  (Tovernnient,  the  immortal  Washington 
selected  General  Robertson  for  Rrigadior  and  Commander  of  the  31iiitia 
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of  tlie  Territory'.  This  mark  of  confidence  and  respect  was  not  lost  on 
tlie  General. 

‘^Ile  took  incredible  pains  to  organize  the  militia  and  train  them  fur 
service. 

^‘The  Indians  began  to  harass  the  settlers.  General  Kobertson  was 
informed  that  the  Cherokees,  who  tvere  the  most  troublesome,  belonged 
to  a town  on  Cold  Water,  a small  stream  a few  miles  below  the  I^luscle 
Shoals,  and  he  therefore  determined  to  expel  them  from  it.  Accordingly, 
at  the  head  of  a few  brave  lads,  he  started  for  that  place.  When  they 
came  to  the  Tennessee,  the  men  divided;  one  part  continued  on  this  side, 
and  the  other  swam  the  river  at  the  Shoals,  and  approached  the  town 
with  so  much  caution  that  they  took  it  by  surprise.  The  warriors  and 
squaws  were  all  sitting  on  a green  near  the  town,  drinking,  etc.,  and  the 
first  intelligence  they  had  of  the  whites  was  the  discharge  of  their  pieces. 
Never  was  there  a more  complete  victory.  Not  an  Indian  ever  returned 
to  his  country  to  tell  the  sad  tidings. 

^AVant  of  accurate  information  compels  us  to  pass  over  several  years 
of  General  Kobertson’s  life,  with  only  stating,  that  whenever  a treaty  was 
desired  with  any  of  the  southern  tribes,  he  was  sure  to  be  selected  to 
hold  it.  He  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  whites  and  Indians.  The 
former  sometimes  were  almost  tempted  to  consider  him  a particular 
friend  of  the  latter;  but  he  was  never  so  at  the  expense  of  justice. 
When  he  saw  the  Indians  imposed  on,  he  would  correct  the  procedure  if 
he  could. 

‘^To  the  confidence  phiced  in  him  by  the  Indians,  we  attribute  consid- 
erable part  of  the  succes.s  that  attended  his  conferences  with  them,  for 
obtaining  grants  of  land  and  for  other  purposes.  At  one  treaty  he  ob- 
tained the  country  now  occupied  by  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  souls. 

^Gks  the  spirit  of  discontent  began  to  manifest  itself  among  the  south- 
ern Indians,  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States,  impressed  with  a just 
value  of  the  influence  of  the  General  with  the  southern  nations,  tendered 
to  him  the  appointment  of  Agent  to  the  Chickasaw  tribe.  He  accepted 
the  appointment,  and  continue*!  to  discharge  the  duties  attached  to  the 
office  until  the  close  of  his  long  life  of  usefulness. 

^^For  half  a century  he  has  been  an  active  public  servant,  discharging 
every  office  in  the  gift  of  tiie  people,  either  in  the  cabinet  or  in  the  field. 
He  was  repeatedly,  in  particular,  honored  with  a seat  in  the^  electoral 
college  for  choosing  a Pre.sident  of  the  United  States,  and  uniformly 
voted  for  a republican  camlidate. 

a politician  he  was  correct.  He  always  uttered  the  sentiments 
contended  for  by  the  fathers  of  the  Revolution.  As  a man,  he  was 
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humane  and  just.  As  a member  of  society,  be  was  hospitable  and  gen- 
erous. He  had  enemies,  and,  no  doubt,  had  faults.  "Where  is  the  man 
who  has  been  in  public  life  half  a century  who  had  not  both  ? 

‘hV  long  list  of  public  service.s  of  the  most  important  kind  oblitenite 
the  remembrance  of  his  errors,  and  his  name  will  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  with  reverence,  when  the  names  of  his  ,enemies  will  be  lost  in 
the  vortex  of  time. 

^•This  tribute  to  departed  worth  is  not  such  as  we  could  wish  it  to  be, 
but  the  best  our  time  and  feelings  will  permit  us  to  offer  on  the  lamented 
occasion.’^ 

"We  shall  add  only  a few  remarks  upon  this  tribute  by  3Ir.  Bradford 
in  the  Clarion.  The  paper  is  in  full  mourning.  There  are  several  in- 
accuracies in  the  historical  statements,  which  may  be  readily  detected  by 
persons  who  will  refer  to  documents  and  dates  we  have  used. 

"We  call  attention  to  the  error  as  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  to  the 
year  stated  in  which  the  Bobertson  party  arrived  here.  Bradford  says 
1778,  whereas  it  was  24th  December,  1779.  But  the  sketch,  as  a whole, 
is  correct,  and  in  every  way  creditable. 
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Our  sketches  would  be  inexcusably  imperfect  were  we  to  say  no  more 
of  Colonel  John  iKmelson  and  bis  family  than  by  quotations  from  Hay- 
wood. We  would  g'ladly  furnish  biographical  outlines^  if  nothing  more^ 
of  many  other  worthy  pioneers  and  stationers  on  the  Cumberland ; but^ 
having  before  us  some  reliable  information  of  this  family,  which  presents 
them  in  a most  favorable  light,  and  unfolds  some  of  the  great  designs  and 
instrumentalities  in  regard  to  this  south-western  country,  and  intimately 
connected  with  the  small  theatre  whereon  our  chief  personage  acted  his 
important  part,  we  shall  avail  ourself  of  this  to  furnish  our  addenda  to 
the  chapter  for  the  year  17S6. 

Colonel  John  Honelson  was  a native  of  Pitts}dvania  county,  Virginia. 
His  father  (and  grandfather)  had  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  the 
shipping  busine.ss  from  London,  England.  At  what  date  the  ancestor  of 
Colonel  Donelson  came  into  the  colony  of  Virginia  we  know  not. 

' It  is  very  evident,  from  the  memorandum-book  and  field-notes  which 
he  kept  as  a surveyor ; from  his  journals  and  letters,  as  well  as  from  more 
public  documents,  and  the  important  positions  to  which  he  was  repeatedly 
called,  that  he  was  an  educated  man;  not  only  a theoretical,  but  scien- 
tific and  practical  surveyor.  In  his  day  the  knowledge  of  surveying  was 
the  most  important  and  reputable  attainment  in  education.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  Washington  was  a surveyor;  and  so  were  Jefferson,  and  Hen- 
derson, and  Fry,  and  other  distinguished  Virginians  with  whom  Donelson 
was  well  and  personally  acquainted. 

It  is  supposed  that  Colonel  Donelson  was  born  in  the  year  1718,  and 
was,  therefore,  about  f)urteen  years  older  than  Wa.^hington,  as  General 
Sevier,  another  \brgmia  surveyor,  was  about  eight  years  younger  than 
Washington.  It  is  well  worthy  of  notice,  that  Sevitu  and  Shelby  and 
Bobertson,  Donelson  ami  Illedsoe,  llendersmi  and  (birtwright,  were  born 
and  eduf-'ited  in  tlie  same  section  of  country;  that  they  were  personally 
acquainted;  that  they  were  all  devotedly  attached  friends;  that  they 
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possessed  constitutions;  euerg'ie.s,  qualitications  for  high,  offices  and-  great 
affairs;  and  that,  leaving  Washington  as  the  central  suig  they  went  forth 
upon  their  respective  missions,  moving  in  most  suitable  orbits. 

These  all  received  their  noblest  impulses  among  the  great  Yirginiaiis, 
and  the  no  less  wise  and  independent  spirits  of  North  Carolina.  These 
men  were  ever  unfaltering  friends,  and  unswerving  Washingtonians. 

This  last-mentioned  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  or  lightly  esteemed, 
when  we  study  the  progress  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  westward  and  soiiih- 
ward.  The  life  and  times  of  Sevier  and  Robertson  show  clearly  the  im- 
portance of  their  devotion  to  and  confidence  in  AVashington,  for  the  ex- 
tension and  triumph  of  the  .Vmerican  Union  and  republican  government, 
from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  westward  to  the  Mississippi,  south- 
ward and  onvrard  to  the  Gulf  of  ^Mexico,  and  yet  onward  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  The  character  and  services  of  Colonel  Donelson,  his  descendants 
and  connections,  have  an  important  bearing,  and  serve  happily  to  illustrate 
this  same  sentiment  and  its  value. 

There  was  a potent  virtue  in  the  name  of  Washington.  Esteem  for 
and  confidence  in  him  were  important  elements  in  the  patriotic  sentiment 
of  America,  contributing  to  our  national  independence,  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  the  suppression  of  a disunion  sentiment 
west  of  the  mountains. 

It  was  a wise  ordination  of  Heaven,  that  so  many  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  who  loved  and  venerated  AYashington,  emi- 
grated at  an  early  day  to  the  WT-stern  wilds.  This  fact  obtrudes  itself 
upon  the  notice  of  the  student  of  our  history  at  a thousand  points.  They 
came  with  a fervent  love  of  freedom,  a lofty  sentiment  of  independence, 
and  an  unbending  purpose  not  to  allow  the  rich  fruits  of  their  great 
victory  to  prove  ‘‘apples  of  Sodom.” 

What  they  had  gained  they  could  not  themselves  long  enjoy,  but  they 
determined  that  their  ])Osterity  should  possess  an  inheritance  more  valua- 
ble than  had  ever  before  been  berpieathed  to  any  people. 

It  was  to  make  these  po.sse.s.<ions  doul»ly  sure  that  these  wise,  brave, 
patriotic  men  moved  westward,  and  unfurled  that  flag  under  which  they 
and  their  great  leader  liad  acquired  glory  and  undying  honor. 

The  fact  that  AVashinuton  was  interested  at  a very  early  day,  even 
before  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  in  large  grants  of  land 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  is  not  to  be  overlooked  or  lightly  esteemed, 
as  one  of  xhe  prehuJes  far  greater  interest  in  all  tlie  western  and 

southern  country.  The  territorial  ri-,dits  of  Adrgiuia  north  of  the  Ohio, 
and  especially  the  contpiest  by  her  I>ravo  soldiers  of  the  Rritish  forces  in 
Illinois,  and  the  organizing  of  that  territory  into  a connfg  of  the  Old 
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Dominion;  are  otlier  items  in  tlie  grand  summary  of  historical  incidents 
in  favor  of  the  union  of  the  western  with  the  eastern  territories. 

As  the  Ficus  ludica,  the  marvellous  banyan  tree,  spreads  forth  its 
branches,  which,  bending  to  the  earth,  take  root  and  form  new,  vigorous, 
and  fruitful  trees,  covering  ‘‘broad  acres,’^  so  the  great  American  live- 
oak,  the  tree  of  Independence,  has  shot  forth  its  strong  limbs,  imbedded 
deep  its  marvel-working  roots,  whence  have  arisen  gigantic  -oaks,  with 
all  the  majesty,  strength,  and  glory  of  the  parent  stock.  Though  dis- 
tinct and  noble  trees,  as  they  spread  out,  beautify  and  bless  the  land,  they 
are  united  at  the  root,  partaking  alike  of  tlie  richness  and  fatness  of  the 
soil,  and  yielding  alike  to  the  shelter  and  happiness  of  the  one  great  and 
united  family,  the  American  people. 

Never  may  these  roots  be  severed ; never  may  one  tree  become  barren; 
never  one  yield  other  than  healthful  fruit,  or  be  covered  with  other  ver- 
dure than  that  which  is  perennial  in  its  greenness : leaves  from  the  tree 
sanctified  for  “ the  healing  of  nations !’’ 

Prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Colonel  Donelson  had  served 
as  a Member  in  the  House  of  Burgesses,  and  it  is  believed  that  he  was 
once  or  twice  a Member  of  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  subsecpient  to 
the  Declaration.  Jefferson  and  Henry  were  his  personal  friends;  he  held 
commissions  under  each  of  them,  to  execute  important  trusts,  such  as  the 
survey  of  State  lines,  the  negotiating  of  treaties  with  Indians,  or  estab- 
lishing the  authority  of  the  State  over  distant  territory. 

In  the  year  1772,  Colonel  Donelson  was  appointed  to  survey  the  State 
line  west,  to  designate  certain  limits  for  the  Indians,  and  to  secure  a 
route  for  emigration  to  Kentucky.  He  met  some  of  the  Cherokees  at 
the  Long  Island  of  Holston,  and  there  formed  a treaty,  or  obtained  their 
approbation  of  a certain  line  which  he  had  already  run,  or  which  he  im- 
mediately thereafter  traced  more  distinctly. 

He  formed  the  ac(|uaintance  of  several  chiefs,  who  answered  his  many 
questions  as  to  the  character  of  the  lands  on  the  great  Tennessee,  and  the 
navigation  of  that  river.  The  Groat  Bend  and  the  3Iuscle  Shoah  w.*re 
described.  He  was  induced  to  believe  that  few  if  any  Indians  were  ::ct- 
tled  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  that  if  the  white  people  de?ired  to 
acquire  possessions  there,  and  establish  trading-posts,  they  would  meet 
with  little  opposition. 

Other  adventurous  land-lnniters  had  obtained  some  knowledge  of  the 
extensive  body  of  rich  land  in  that  Great  Bend;  and  there  was  a desire 
among  prominent  men  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  (IctTgia.  to  se- 
cure some  portions  of  it.  We  know  not  with  whom  it  origlnatc.l,  but 
the  project  was  not  many  years  thereafter  formed  of  establishing  a colony 
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there,  of  which  Colonel  Donelsoii  was  an  active  participant.  With  him 
General  Sevier  was  associated.  At  an  early  day  they  visited  that  country 
together. 

The  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  had  been  the 
cause  of  much  contention  between  tlie  two  colonies  from  tha  year  1700, 
and  various  sets  of  Commissioners  had  been  appointed  to  run  and  deter- 
mine the  same,  but  it  remained  in  dispute  for  one  hundred  "and  tvrenty 
years.  It  was  never  settled  as  between  Virginia  and  Carolina ; and  only  as 
between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  1820. 

In  the  year  1777,  another  meeting  v/as  held  with  the  Indians  at  the 
Long  Island  of  Ilolston. 

Governor  Henry,  of  Vii  ginia,  had  notified  Governor  Caswell,  of  North 
Carolina,  that  he  hud  ap})ointcd  Commissioners  to  meet  with  the  Cherokee 
chiefs  at  Fort  Patrick  Henry,  near  the  Long  Island,  in  the  spring,  and 
that  the  desire  of  Virginia  was  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  the  line  run  by 
Dondsou,  and  to  have  a road  to  and  through  the  Cumberland  Gap  in- 
cluded in  a cession  then  to  be  obtained  from  the  Indians.  Emigrants 
to  the  county  of  Kentucky  must  needs  pass  through  the  Gap. 

Either  from  the  unsuitable  time  selected,  or  want  of  due  notice  to 
Governor  Caswell  and  the  Indian  chiefs,  there  was  no  meeting  in  the 
spring,  or  so  small  a representation  that  the  assembling  of  Commissioners 
from  the  two  States  and  the  chiefs  was  fixed  for  the  2Gth  day  of  June, 
1777. 

At  the  time  appointed  the  parties  met.  The  Virginia  Commissioners 
became  satisfied  that  Colonel  Donelson  was  very  nearly  right;  that  he  had 
not  run  his  line  too  much  to  the  north  ; and  they  gave  way  to  the  North 
Carolina  Commissioners  to  conclude  the  treaty,  knowing  that  through  what- 
soever territory  that  State  acquired,  the  citizens  of  Virginia  would  have 
the  liberty  of  passage.  The  result  was  the  treaty  at  Fort  Henry,  near 
the  Long  Island  of  Ilolston,  July  20th,  1777,  signed  by  the  chiefs  of 
that  part  of  the  nation  called  the  Uverhill  Cherokees. 

In  the  fifth  article,  a line  (called  Brown’s,  being  near  his  settlements') 
was  designated  as  ‘‘  agreed  upon  between  Virginia  and  the  said  Overhill 
Cherokees,^'  which  is  made  the  “ beginning-point”  for  the  boumlaries 
now  established.  And  thus  were  the  wishes  of  the  Virginia  Commis- 
sion attained,  and  satisfactorily  settled  tlu;re  for  a short  distance. 

Colonel  Donelson  was  }>resent  at  this  treaty,  and  acquired  further  know- 
ledge of  the  country  on  the  Tcnnc.'^see  and  Cumberland. 

All  the  men  of  note  who  had  commenced  settlements  upon  the  Nolla- 
chucka,  llol.-jton,  and  in  adjarent  n.'gioiis,  were  present  on  some  day 
of  the  three  weeks’  a.-;seinblage  at  the  Fort.  There  were  others  from 
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Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  had  an  eye  upon  the  lands  in  the  Great  Bend. 
The  conception  of  the  great  ‘-Tennessee  Land  Company/’'  subsequently 
known  as  “ Cox’s/’  in  all  probability  originated  with  persons  who  met 
at  this  treaty. 

Here  were  Eobertson  and  Sevier,  Boone  and  Bledsoe,  Shelby,  Hen- 
derson, Hart,  and  others — all  men  of  worth,  of  nerve,  of  enterprise — 
‘‘  men  who  feared  God,  but  obeyed  no  earthly  king.” 

They  talked  freely  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  it  had  been 
announced  at  ^lecklenbiirg,  in  Xorth  Carolina,  by  Patrick  Henry  and  the 
Virginians,  and  by  the  Continental  Congress  just  twelve  months  before. 
They  did  not  think  of  giving  notoriety  out  there  to  the  Fourth  of  July; 
but  they  all  heartily  concurred  in  the  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  resolution  to  make  “ these  States  free 
and  independent.”  They  talked  proudly  of  Washington.  The  border 
county  in  Virginia  was  “ Washington  County.”  But  the  Carolinians 
could  say  more  than  that : the  whole  territory  now  constituting  the  State 
of  Tennessee  had  been  erected  by  the  .Vssembly  of  North  Carolina  into 
“ Washington  District.” 

The  men  w'ere. there  who  liad  first  honored  themselves  and  their  country 
by  applying  the  name  of  Washington  to  particular  localities.  Who  can 
be  at  a loss  to  understand  the  character  of  these  men,  and  of  their  poli- 
tical sentiments  ? Who  can  be  blinded  as  to  the  special  origin  and  tend- 
^cncy  of  this  and  other  acts  and  associations? 

"We  could  continue  the  enumeration  of  incidents  all  concurring  in  the 
’ “wonder-working  Providence”  to  wu*est  the  great  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi from  the  savages,  and  especially  from  the  dominion  of  all  foreign 
governments.  It  is  an  interesting  trace  of  American  historv. 

But  before  we  proceed  with  the  memoir  of  Colonel  Donelson,  and  a 
development  of  the  purposes  which  were  to  be  promoted  through  his  in- 
strumentality, we  must  deepen  and  confirm  the  impression  in  the  minds 
of  our  readers,  that  Donelson  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  and  wuis  early 
associated  with  die  truest  and  earliest  advocates  of  “ the  private,  natural 
and  inalienable  rights  of  the  people,  as  men  and  Christians,”  and  of 
“American  Independence.” 

We  must  pay  our  respects  to  some  of  the  Commissioners  from  North 
Carolina  wlio  negotiated  the  treaty  of  Long  Island,  20th  July,  1777. 

The  first  commissions  for  tliat  purpose  were  filled  with  the  names  of 
Brigadier-C eneral  John  Me DoirJI  and  Colonel  John  Sevor.  Thev, 
however,  efiected  nothing  of  much  consequence  with  the  Cherokees. 

Tlmu  followed  the  appointment  of  Waightstill  Avery,  William  Jiharpe, 


■■5  ; '■'  V " 

J :t^  ^tos^  i»«J*-4ioib«0 

M'f>%  ,,M»''1^  mUqm^  9’dT 

m anoiiA 

■ ' .>  . ' •''*  . ..  ■'  ’ ’ ' 

— ^ ^‘jtf'At  ;1^  si^d')o 

fidlll*' 

'bif#  t;ii‘‘v!T  i^-kwiawonn® 

•3fiii#{  biiff  ^maitn^'ti^f 

I ‘I'i#  oi  'feo  ‘iOit.ildb'^'^dxlT 

M?t  ui  •y‘ji>t%4ie  111 

■ o-^j'il  *■"  '«'« 4»t0 

sfTiimilv''?''')  ai 

yt<m  i^ki4-if  mom  •■^’*a_  bU»oo 

_W.  ^‘.  .'  ' Mi.tf'  .Ml  . tf’.'  ff."  , V '■  . f'  '^  ' . _i<  '.J ^ .....  ....  .i.J''^~l>..  ....  ..^  ^ >w 


'^/' ; y^i\^  |^v/:kJ^^,1^tK>lV  'tl'>’i*  ■^■•'<i"<f  i--''*^:''  .1  ■'•  ' t-  ' ,,  ''(‘JI 

om  i^iSmhO  if-itrs^  %t 

'*  . "1  . . .•f.  '«n» 


'Ijpjtosrw  xk*tl4 '■■{>«.«  od'iit  «^ilT 


:./^c,  )e...;V;  i bnif  »SiW5,T^4.H)  bfl.ti  wrfi 

H'ft  v^in^hmmi  l■i>.''''^!^^ji^;irt.^)^^  i*kfoi>  oW^,.  ' 

lo  :«l'  \ 

f[>t  ^ twcixi  ,iqql«  > ,,- 

.Tial^ii  «i'>kbkt.A,  .4iiG^wsm-s9Vog  , 53* 

0 hm  kfloloQ 

im  ^id  'io 

yhi^^  »r.w  h(i(^  % o^nMmiw^s  od%  mMomtS^'iuAi  ,^oh&hiim  \o  ^ 

IjjinlDii  ^'5>ix:T4tq  bG^V'i'^.tftJ'i^rii'  ditVvlK4jii'?088fl- 

■'ifo  ’brift ''^wi4?hd^,:40* 

iuH«MvM>ki'  V !&■  :v  ,.>'7.'"'  w, . M.€^'-<iw\i^^^!$0a#ba9q.9baX'0'is5^^^ 


^.T7tr  ({«  %!»=^lf-«li«rf>  b9^&3}9ff  o«Jw  *aiIoMD 

VWmti^aij  «fjj-ir  Wfit-  ^ ^ Vltm^  ' ‘ 


,7^70  J.’‘  «-4W\*  »w».  . ^ - 

,9<ni^S  iflu3«W  ,vMrA  fHteJrisk'//  fowM  BSifl! 


.HT'  «iV^  '■  bou:  ■ lf;i3a|i9^tife4»$i’iS' 


■:':r 


618 


HISTORY  OF  JIIDDLE  TENNESSEE. 


Kobert  Lanier,  and  Josepli  Winston,  wbo  concluded  the  treaty  with  Ocon- 
os-tota,  and  other  chiefs. 

The  Commissioners  from  Virginia  were  Colonel  William  Christian, 
Colonel  William  Preston,  Colonel  Evan  Shelby.  What  an  assemblage  of 
patriots  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  in  July,  1777! 
And  how  incalculably  great  the  influence  they  sent  forth  in  behalf  of 
American  independence  I 

Let  us  mention  again,  and  in  this  connection,  the  names  of  other  pa- 
triots who  were  there,  or  had  been  there,  for  they  were  to  be  considered 
as  stationers  there,  ere  long  to  advance  farther  west,  step  by  step,  station 
by  station. 

There  were  John  and  Valentine  Sevier,  Daniel  Boone,  Isaac  Bledsoe, 
(a  witness  to  the  treaty,)  Anthony  Bledsoe,  Isaac  and  Evan  Shelby,  Rich- 
ard Henderson,  Thomas  Hart,  James  Robertson,  James  Eaton,  Robert 
Cartwright,  John  Rains,  and  many  others  who  ^‘blazed  their  way  through 
the  wilderness,  fought  for  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  planted  the 
institutions  of  civil  and  religious  order,”  where 

“None  but  savage  men, 

And  beasts  almost  as  wild, 

Kept  worthless  and  untilled 
The  richest  of  our  earth.” 

But  who  were  these  Commissioners  ? 

Waightstill  Avert 

was  a resident  of  ATake  County,  North  Carolina,  but  born  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  He  settled  as  a lawyer  at  Charlotte,  in  17G9.  He  was 
a bold  advocate  of  liberty,  a member  of  the  “ Mecklenburg  Convention,” 
and  a signer  of  that  notable  Declaration  of  Independence,  May  20th, 
1775.”  This  was  ‘‘glory  enough,”  and  proof  unc(uestionable  that  he  was 
ready  to  “die  in  his  country’s  cause.”  “He  was  an  exemplary  Chris- 
tian, a pure  patriot,  and  an  honest  man.”  He  died  in  1821. 

William  Sharpe 

wms  a distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution.  Born  in  Cecil  County^ 
Maryland,  in  1712,  where  he  studied  law:  removed  and  settled  in  Meck- 
lenhiirj,  where  he  married  a daughter  of  David  Reese,  one  of  the  si<jncrs 
of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration.  He  was  a member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  in  1779,  and  served  till  1782.  Died  in  1818.* 

* The  file  of  the  Georgia  Gazette,  possessed  by  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society, 
was  once  Dr.  Sharpe’s. 
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He  left  a widow  and  twelve  children.  A son  bearing  his  own  name  re- 
sides near  MurfreesborO;  Tennessee.  • 

Robert  Lanier. 

We  have  no  distinct  information  of  this  member  of  the  Commission. 
Our  impression  is  that  he  remained  upon  the  Ilolstou  for  some  years,  and 
that  his  descendants  are  well  and  reputably  known  in  Davidson  -County, 
Tennessee. 

Joseph  Winston 

was  a native  of  Stokes  County,  North  Carolina;  an  early  and  devoted 
friend  of  American  liberty.  In  lT7b-6,  he  was  an  active  member  of  com- 
mittees and  patriot  meetings.  lie  was  a Major  in  the  battle  of  King's 
Nlountain,  and,  with  3IeDowell  and  Sevier,  commanded  the  right  wing  in 
that  fierce  and  bloody  fight.  He  was  a Member  of  Congress  from  1793  to 
1795,  and  again  from  1803  to  1807.  Died  in  1814. 

Such  -were  the  men  with  whom  Colonel  Donelson  delighted  to  associate, 
in  whose  patriotic  sentiments  he  heartily  concurred. 

At  this  important  meeting,  information  was  received  from  Boone,  Rains, 
Mansker,  and  others,  who  had  hunted  and  explored  in  1769-70  upon 
the  Cumberland.  The  reports  which  they  gave  of  the  country,  and  its 
mar\'ellou3  herds  of  buffalo  and  deer,  awakened  very  considerable  interest; 
and  in  1771  some  of  the  same  pioneer  hunters,  accompanied  by  John  Mont- 
gomery, Isaac  Bledsoe,  and  Joseph  Drake,  again  visited  the  country,  and 
returned  in  1772.  Such  parties  continued  to  visit  these  hunting-grounds, 
acquiring  more  and  more  information  at  each  visit,  and  increasing  the 
fivorable  opinion  of  the  country. 

In  the  spring  of  1779,  as  we  have  stated  elsewhere,  a party  of  friends 
on  the  llolston  determined  to  visit  the  Cumberland  and  commence  a set- 
tlement, as  a nucleus  for  other  settlements.  They  planted  corn  near  the 
French  Lick,  and  returned  to  bring  out  their  families  in  the  fall  of  the 
year. 

Mansker  arrived  here  with  another  party  before  Robertson’s  companions 
had  started  back.  He  and  his  friends  selected  lands  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  returned  for  their  families. 

In  October  the  various  parties  again  set  out  from  the  Holston  settle- 
ments to  come  by  way  of  the  Gap  through  Kentucky.  The  wives  and 
children,  with  much  of  the  liouseliold  property  of  these  einiurants.  were 
to  come  by  v;ay  of  the  River  Tonne.>soe  ^‘to  the  ;ip]>er  end  of  the  Muscle 
Shoals,”  where,  according  to  the  journal  of  Colonel  Donelson,  the 
Robertson  party  were  to  have  mark  cl  some  trees  and  left  signs  which 
should  indicate,  not  only  ^‘that  they  had  been  there,”  but  ‘‘that  it  was 
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prarticahle  for  Colonel  Donelson  and  liis  party  to  go  across  by  land’^  to 
the  Cumberland.  Such  were  the  arrangements  and  agreements  for  these 
emigrating  parties. 

Colonel  Donelson  was  a devout  man ; indeed,  no  attentive  student  of 
the  character  and  conduct  and  language  of  most  of  the  early  settlers,  can 
fail  to  notice  how  often  and  how  decidedly  they  recognize  ^‘Divine  Provi- 
dence.'” That  they  wx-re  accoinplisl^ing  ^‘purposes  wisely  ordered,”  in 
their  respective  spheres,  we  have  no  more  doubt  than  we  have  that  Gen- 
eral 'U^ashington  was  ^'the  great  power,”  the  specially  ordained  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  God,  to  accomplish  the  independence  of  these 
United  States,  and  to  set  in  operation  our  hapjjy  form  of  government. 

Colonel  Donelson  liad  constructed  at ‘‘Fort  Patrick  Henry,  on  IIol- 
ston,”  a very  comfortable  boat,  which  he  properly  named  *'Ghe  good  boat 
Adteiiture.”  With  his  own  family,  which  was  large,  (and  a goodly  num- 
ber of  servants,)  with  the  wife  of  Colonel  Ptobertson  and  her  five  children^ 
and  others,  as  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of  Colonel  Donelson,  he  set  sail 
on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1779.  They  proceeded  but  a short  dis- 
tance, when,  by  reason  of  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  and  severity  of  the 
cold,  they  stopped  for  two  months,  near  the  Poor  Valley  Shoals.  Here 
they  were  joined  by  other  boats,  filled  with  emigrants,  bound  on  the 
same  voyage,  or  for  tlie  Illinois,  or  Natchez.  According  to  the  statement 
of  3Ir.  Cartwright,  who  was  with  Colonel  Donelson,  there  were  “about 
forty  boats  in  the  squadron.” 

Colonel  Donelson  w^^is  regarded  as  the  principal  person  among  these  voy- 
agers. He  is  the  only  person  who  is  known  to  have  undertaken  the 
keeping  of  a Journal  of  the  voyage.  As  that  Jounial  is  given  under 
the  date  of  17S0,  in  chapter  iv.,  we  shall  make  no  quotations  from  it 
here,  other  than  the  expressive,  reverential,  and  proper  acknowledgment 
in  the  caption^  that  the  “voyage”  was  “intended  by  God’s  permission;” 
and  we  may  truly  say  it  was  by  Cod’s  good  favor  they  pa.ssed  through  so 
many  dangers,  and  arrived  so  safely  at  “the  end  of  their  journey,  at  the 
Big  Salt  Lick,,  on  31onday,  April  24th,  17S0.” 

The  causes  which  prevented  Colonel  llobertson  and  his  companions 
from  going  “across  to  the  Tennessee,  and  leaving  signs  above  the  Muscle 
Shoals,”  we  have  shown  in  the  appropriate  place.  But  it  is  now  proper 
to  recur  to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  inducements  and  aims  of 
leading  men  in  tliese  parties  of  emigrants. 

John  Bains  and  liis  friends  set  out  with  intention  to  go  to  Ilarrod’s 
Station,  and  settle  in  Kentucky;  but  falling  in  company  with  the  Bobert- 
sou  party  when  on  the  routm  ihey  were  persuaded  to  accompany  the  latter 
to  the  Cumberland ; and  here  he  acted  an  important  and  useful  part. 
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The  Ptobertsons,  Bledsoes,  Mansker,  Eaton,  Freeland,  Neellj,  and  others, 
had  long  cherished  the  purpose  of  permanent  settlements  here  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity;  (really  to  extend  the  name,  the  influence,  tlie 
power  of  the  United  Colonies  upon  the  Cumberland,  as  others  were  doing 
upon  the  Kentucky  rivers.)  They  toiled,  they  sutfered,  some  of  them 
perished,  but  the  great  purposes  were  accomplished ; if  not  in  all  in- 
stances “so  much  for  them,’'  they  were  for  thousands  of  others  who 
have  since  lived  and  shall  hereafter  live. 

It  is  not  the  men  who  design  and  lay  the  foundation  that  always  live 
to  behold  the  magnifleent  edifice  erected  and  completed;  but  they  are  the 
men  who  should  possess  both  the  physical  and  the  mental  energy  to  brave 
toils  and  trials,  and  dig  deep  and  lay  firmly  the  entire  basement.  Then 
“other  men  may  enter  into  their  labors ; other  men  may  build  thereon 
other  men  may  answer  well  the  purpose  of  scafibldings,  or  the  carriers  of 
brick  and  mortar,  or  to  give  the  tinishing  embellishments.  Each  design 
and  structure  needs  a variety  of  workmen ; God  has  a purpose,  a use 
for  them  all,  “ each  in  their  own  order.” 

The  men  of  whom  we  write  were  trained  and  fitted  for  the  important 
positions  which  they  occupied,  and  none  of  them  lived  in  vain  or  lived 
alone  unto  themselves.  It  was  not  permissible  or  possible  for  such  men 
so  to  vegetate,  and  wilt,  and  rot : they  were  gifted  of  Heaven  with  talents 
which  could  not  be  hid  in  a napkin  and  buried;  they  were  called  to 
make  their  mark  here,  and  thry  did  it.  Colonel  Donelson  was,  to  use 
his  own  language,  “intended  by  God’s  providence’’  to  a position  of  honor. 

In  the  spring  of  1780,  very  soon  after  his  arrival.  Colonel  Donelson 
commenced  the  search  through  the  forests  and  cane-brakes  for  land.  His 
aim,  like  that  of  others,  was  for  a location  on  rich  land,  and  where  there 
should  be  cc^nbined  other  natural  advantages.  He  passed  up  the  west 
bank  of  the  Cumberland  to  the  mouth  of  Stone’s  Kiver,  thence  up  that 
stream  until  he  came  upon  a beautiful  body  of  bottom-land,  and  rich  up- 
land gently  descending  towards  it.  In  a number  of  open  spots  there  was 
discovered  a luxuriant  growth  of  native  white  clover;  but  the  low'  and  up- 
lands were  mostly  covered  with  timber  and  cane.  This  place  has  become 
known  as  the  “Clover  Bottom.” 

Here  Colonel  Donelson  determined  to  make  his  location.  He  selected 
a gentle  eminence,  which  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  the 
north-west  of  the  bridge  across  Stone’s  River  on  the  Lebanon  Pike.  The 
place  is  yet  partially  covered  with  the  native  forest.  The  descent  is 
gradual  towards  tlie  river  and  bridge. 

He  moved  there  with  his  family  ami  servants,  erected  some  shantees 
with  open  fronts,  or  half-camps.”  In  one  of  these  his  daughter-in-law, 
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the  wife  of  Captain  John  Donelson,  Jr.,  gave  birth,  on  22d  June,  1780, 
to  a son,  whom  they  named  Chcscd.  Y\e  have  no  doubt  this  was  the 
first  white  child  born  on  the  Cumberland.  He  died  within  a short  time 
after  birth. 

The  name  given  to  this  child  is  somewhat  remarkable ; is  certainly  not 
familiar  to  any  modern  ears.  It  is  a Ilehreio  word,  all  the  significations 
of  which  are  not  very  pleasant.  The  prominent  meaning  is  ^^a  destroyer.*' 
By  the  adoption  of  this  name  was  there  intended  to  be  an  acknowledg- 
ment or  an  intimation  that  the  ‘‘destroyer’'  was  nigh?  What  did  it  in- 
dicate? There  was  none  of  the  family  named  Chesed.  ‘‘The  great  de- 
stroyer’' soon  marked  this  child  as  his  victim ; and  other  destroyers  con- 
tinued the  work  of  destruction — cheseds  indeed  of  the  worst  signification. 

The  work  of  cutting  and  burning  cane,  and  opening  the  rich,  virgin 
soil  with  the  hoe,  was  progressed  with  rapidly.  Colonel  Honelson  had  a 
number  of  able-bodied  negro  men  and  women,  and  instead  of  first  erect- 
ing log-houses  and  defences  for  his  own  family  and  his  servants,  he  gave 
his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  the  preparations  for  various  crops. 
There  being  so  much  open  ground  in  the  bottoms,  enabled  him  to  get  in 
his  corn  crop  in  a very  seasonable  time.  Some  small  trees  were  cut  down, 
which,  with  the  brush  and  tops  of  fallen  timber,  were  converted  into 
temporary  fences. 

There  were  immense  herds  of  buffalo,  deer,  etc.,  ranging  through 
these  forests,  and  the  expectation  was  to  watch  and  frighten  them  from 
the  growing  corn,  rather  than  to  keep  them  out  by  such  rude  enclosures. 
It  was  very  evident  these  wild  amimals  were  accustomed  to  resort  to  this 
locality  to  graze  upon  the  native  grasses. 

This  settlement  was  called  “Stone’s  Kiver,"  or  “Donelsoii’s  Station,” 
as  may  be  seen  upon  the  records  of  the  Provisional  Goveanment  of  the 
I3th  31ay,  1780.  It  was  entitled  to  one  Piepresentative  in  the  Assembly 
of  Notables  at  the  Bluffs. 

The  name  of  Honelson  is  the  fifth  on  that  roll  of  noble  pioneers  who 
adopted  the  anomalous  govermnent,  1st  of  3Iay,  with  the  amendments 
and  additions  of  loth  3[ay.  His  name  precedes  that  of  Gasper  3Iansker, 
as  Mansker's  does  that  of  Juhn  Caffrey,  who  came  in  the  “Adventure” 
with  Colonel  Honelson.  It  is  written  “Jno.  Honelson,  C.”  Colonel 
Honelson  always  abbreviated  his  christened  name,  whereas  his  son  wrote 
his  name  in  full — John  Honelson. 

Having  planted  his  corn  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  he  planted  “a 
small  patch  of  cotton”  on  the  north  side  of  Stone’s  River,  (a  few  rods 
below  where  the  bridge  spans  tlie  river,)  and  where  the  exposure  to  the 
sun  and  adaptation  of  soil  to  such  a plant  were  deemed  more  favorable. 
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These  crops  were  growing  rapidly,  and  giving  great  satisfaction,  excit- 
ing hopes  of  abundance,  when  an  event  occurred  which  was  viewed,  at 
the  time,  as  the  most  disastrous  which  could  befall  them.  Some  time  in 
the  early  part  of  J uly  the  entire  bottom  was  overllowed  to  such  a depth 
as  to  cover  the  corn.  It  was  then  regarded  as  a total  loss,  and,  with  his 
largo  family  soon  to  be  in  want  of  bread,  caused  very  great  anxiety  to 
Colonel  Donelson  and  his  son.  Added  to  this  calamity,  it  was  known 
that  savage  Indians  had  appeared  on  the  Cumberland,  and  had  already 
killed  some  of  the  pioneers. 

The  danger  from  Indians  and  this  destruction  of  his  corn  by  the  food, 
at  once  decided  him  to  remove  his  family  to  ^lansker’s  Station.  This 
removal  he  accomplished  in  his  boats  before  the  water  had  entirely  left 
the  bottom-lands  wherein  his  crop  of  corn  was  planted.  The  flood, 
deemed  at  the  time  a great  calamity,  was  afterwards  viewed  as  a most 
fortunate  circumstance.  All  were  under  the  impression  that  the  crop 
was  a total  loss.  Had  Colonel  Honelson  known  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
or  have  supposed  that  the  corn  would  have  lived  and  flourished  as  it  did, 
after  the  subsiding  of  the  waters,  he  would  unnuestionably  have  adhered 
to  his  position,  though  it  was  then  totally  without  defences.  He  had 
neither  block-house,  stockade,  nor  sentinel  in  regular  station. 

In  such  exposure,  his  whole  family  must  have  fallen  under  the  Indian 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knife.  xVlready  one  or  two  white  men  and  Colonel 
Henderson’s  negro  (Jirn)  had  been  killed,  the  latter  near  Clover  Bottom. 
And  very  soon  after  this  removal  to  iMansker’s,  several  irruptions  into  the 
new  settlements  were  made  by  the  Indians. 

Although  much  disposed  to  look  for  suggestive  and  guiding  indications 
from  the  events  transpiring  around  him,  yet  was  lie  a man  firm  in  his 
purpose,  set  in  his  resolutions,  and  not  easily  diverted.  He  disliked  ex- 
ceedingly to  abandon  his  settlement  and  lose  his  crop,  but  the  crop  having 
wholly  disappeared  beneath  the  flood,  and  other  events  concurring,  the 
intimation  seemed  plain  and  sufficiently  urgent  for  departure. 

Such  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  that  station  and  its  abandonment;  and 
yet  there  was  to  be  a return  thither,  and  the  enacting  there  of  the  greatest 
havoc  of  this  first  year  of  settlement  on  Cumberland. 

Having  become  stationers  at  Mansker’s,  the  Donelsons  were.,  not  idle. 
Other  lands  were  sought  out,  which  were  not  subject  to  inundation;  but 
the  season  having  too  far  advanced  to  open  ground  and  plant  other  crops, 
which  could  mature  before  the  frost,  the  best  which  could  bo  done  was 
to  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  such  crops  as  others  had  planted.  But  no 
one  at  iMansker’s  had  a crop  beyond  his  own  abiliry  to  cultivate,  and 
far  too  limited  for  such  a force  and  family  as  that  of  Colonel  Donelson. 
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He  had  learned  that  at  the  stations  in  Kentucky  the  prospects  of  abund- 
ant crops  would  justify  additions  to  their  population.  He  had  friends 
there,  and  calls  to  transact  business  there,  and  yet  he  tarried  at  3Iansker’s 
until  the  fall  of  the  year. 

Then  it  was  ascertained  that,  instead  of  his  corn  having  been  de- 
stroyed by  tlie  overflow,  it  had  sprung  up  and  grown  and  eared  most 
astonishingly  ; and,  strange  to  say,  neither  Indians  nor  wild  beasts  had 
wasted  much  of  it.  Perhaps  the  Indians  had  watched  it,  and  awaited 
the  time  when  the  owners  should  come  to  gather  it,^  that  then  they  might 
destroy  both  it  and  them  ! 

Colonel  Donelson  was  highly  pleased  to  learn  that  there  was  such  pros- 
pect of  bread  ; and  knowing  that  the  stationers  at  the  Lick,  or  Bluff, 
had  likewise  lost  much  of  their  crops  by  the  inundation  and  other  causes, 
and  were  in  great  destitution,  he  generously  proposed  to  divide  with 
them  whatever  could  be  gathered  from  his  field.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said 
of  these  pioneers,  as  of  the  early  Christians-,  ^-they  held  all  things  in 
common  a 2'cnerous  hosp>itaIity  and  cheerful  liberality  characterized 
them  all.  Call  it  prudence,  cull  it  friendship,  call  it  necessity,  call  it 
W'hat  you  please,  it  was  a sentiment  in  which  were  combined  prudence, 
friendship,  and  nec<l — elements  in  the  formation  and  development  of  good 
character  and  good  society ; an  overruling  principle  and  purpose,  which 
housed,  horded,  and  huddled  these  pioneers  together:  “a  fellow-feeling, 
w'hich  made  them  wondrous  kind not  very  unlike  to  pleasure  to 

“Share  each  other’s  woes  ; 

Each  other’s  burdens  bear.”  ^ 

It  is  not  fabulous,  nor  an  exaggeration,  to  say,  that  if  there  remained 
but  one  ih'ied  hn^'alo  tongue,  or  but  one  hnife,  they  divided  that  toimme 
and  broke  that  knife,  making  as  equal  a division  as  possible  for  each  one’s 
separate  necessity.  They  were  often  just  in  those  circumstances  in  which 
the  development  of  character  was  prompt  and  inevitable ; wiierein  evil 
dispositions  were  restrained,  and  the  kindest  sentiments  drawn  out  and 
strengthened. 

The  offer  of  Colonel  Donelson  having  been  accepted,  and  the  day 
agreed  upon,  and  the  mouth  of  .Stone’s  River  designated  as  the  place  for 
meeting,  each  party  complied  with  the  agreement.  The  compa?iy  from  the 
Bluff  was  under  the  command  of  Abel  Gower.  He  bad  with  him  his 
son,  Abel  Gower,  Jr.,  J'.ilin  Biaiidolph  Bobertson,  a relative  of  Colonel 
Robertson,*  and  several  oGuts,  wliitc  and  black,  seven  or  eiirht  in  all. 

* Haywood  says,  “.Tolm  Robertson,  the  son  of  Captain  J.ames  Robertson.” 
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Tlie  party  from  Mansker’s  was  under  the  direction  of  Captain  John 
Donelson,  second  son  of  Colonel  Jiio.  Jdonelson.  He  was  a young  man 
of  about'six-and-twcnty  years  of  age.  Hobert  Cartwright,  an  aged  gen- 
tleman, was  also  in  this  company. 

The  history  of  the  Clover  Bottom  defeat,  as  preserved  distinctly  in  the 
family,  is  as  follows  : 

The  parties  having  ascended  Stone’s  lliver,  and  fastened  their  boats  to 
the  bank,  (between  the  present  turjipike  bridge  and  the  small  island  a 
few  hundred  yards  below,)  commenced  gathering  the  corn,  packing  it  in 
baskets  and  sacks,  and  upon  a sled  to  the  boats. 

Captain  Donelson  had  brought  a horse  for  the  purpose  of  dragging  the 
rudely  constructed  slide,”  as  also  in  towing  the  boats  up  the  stream. 

They  were  encamped  for  several  days  and  nights  upon  the  ground. 
During  each  night  their  dogs  kept  up  an  almost  incessant  barking.  They 
had  with  them  more  dog-s  than  men.  Some  of  the  party  had  suggested 
that  the  dotrs  scented  or  discovered  Indians  in  the  surrounding  woods  and 
cane.  Bu,t  the  prevailing  opinion  was,  that,  as  there  was  much  fresh 
meat  at  the  camp,  and  offal  left  in  the  woods  where  some  buffalo  had 
been  killed,  the  wolves  were  attracted  thereby,  and  the  dogs  were  bark- 
ing at  these  wild  beasts. 

During  the  last  night  of  their  continuance  at  the  place,  ‘Hhe  dogs 
rushed  furiously  in  every  direetion  around  the  camps,  as  if  actually  mad, 
making  the  woods  ring  and  echo  with  their  harking.” 

In  the  morning  they  made  no  examination  for  Indian  signs,  but  hast- 
ened the  completion  of  their  loads  and  preparations  for  departure.  Very 
early  in  the  morning  Captain  Donelson  pushed  his  boat  across  the  river, 
and  began  to  gather  the  bolls  of  cotton  and  deposit  tliem  in  heaps  upon 
the  corn  in  his  boat.  It  was  thought  this  would  cause  but  a short  delay. 
But  when  Captain  Gower’s  party  had  iini.shed  their  breakfast,  they  be- 
came impatient  to  start.  Donelson  had  expected  Gower's  boat  also  to 
cro.ss  the  river,  and  his  people  to  share  in  the  crop  of  cotton. 

Great  was  the  surprise  of  Captain  Donelson  and  Mr.  Cartwright  to  dis- 
cover Gower’s  boat  passing  down  the  stream  instead  of  coming  across. 
Captain  Donelson  stepped  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  hailed  them,  and  asked 
if  tliey  were  coming  over,  or  going  to  leave  them  behind. 

Gower  replied:  “We  are  not  coming  over;  it  is  getting  late  in  the 


There  was  then  no  son  name  1 .John.  Haywood  is  again  in  error  in  as.serting 
that  Colonel  Donelson  was  there.  It  was  John,  .Jr.,  known  as  Cnptnin,  the  father 
of  our  friend-s  William  aiid  Sf(>cktey,  who  yet  re.siile  near  the  Hermitage,  and  from 
whose  family  Bihlc  we  obtain  the  names  and  ages  of  the  family. 
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day;  we  wish  to  reach  the  Bluff  before  night.  I think  there  is  no 
daiiger.^^ 

Captain  Donelson  remonstrated,  but  added,  you  can  risk  it,  so  can 
we;  we  will  first  gather  the  cotton.'’^ 

By  this  time,  and  while  they  were  yet  conversing.  Captain  Gower’s 
boat  had  drifted  into  the  head  of  the  narrow  island  shute,  when  the 
Indians,  who  were  in  ambush  on  the  south  side,  (supposed  to  be  several 
hundred  in  number,)  opened  a desperate  fire  upon  the  men  in  Gower’s 
boat. 

Captain  Donelson  saw  the  attack  plainly.  He  immediately  ran  down 
to  his  own  boat  and  secured  his  rifie  and  shot-bag.  Upon  rising  the 
bank  he  saw  the  Indians  in  pursuit  of  several  men,  who  had  jumped 
from  the  boat  at  the  first  fire.  The  water  did  not  exceed  three  or  four 
feet  in  depth. 

He  also  discovered  a large  party  of  Indians  making  their  way  up  the 
river  bank  to  a point  opposite  to  his  boat.  There,  however,  the  river 
was  too  deep  to  be  forded.  Upon  that  party  Captain  Donelson  fired,  and 
then  endeavored  to  join  his  own  party.  They  had  ail  fied  into  the  cane 
upon  hearing  the  guns  fired  and  the  yells  of  the  savages. 

It  was  with  considerable  difficulty  he  was  enabled  to  rejoin  his  friends. 
Tlie  horse  was  given  up  to  IMr.  Cartwright,  who  otherwise  could  not  have 
escaped,  being  aged  and  infirm. 

Some  of  the  party  of  Captain  Gower  were  killed  at  the  first  fire,  others 
were  overtaken  in  the  water  and  tomahawked.  That  every  man  was  not 
shot  dead  in  the  boat,  and  pierced  with  many  bullets,  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  we  have  had  to  state  or  suggest  in  other  instances 
of  the  Indian  warfare  against  the  Cumberland  settlements,  namely,  that 
such  guns  as  they  had  were  almost  worthless,  that  they  used  very  light 
loads  of  powder  and  ball,  and  that  most  of  them  were  armed  only  with 
the  primitive  Indian  weapons,  bow  and  arrows,  and  the  blow-gun  and 
arrows. 

Another  fact  is  to  be  noticed  : the  river’s  batik  by  the  side  of  that  narrow 
channel  is  naked,  destitute  of  bushes  near  the  shore,  and  afiforded  an 
ambush  or  covert  only  upon  tlie  top  of  the  bank,  at  some  distance  from 
the  water,  and  the  foe  would  have  to  shoot  down  at  such  an  angle  or  aim 
that  most  of  them  wouM  be  apt  to  miss. 

One  white  man  and  a negro  e.^^caped  into  the  woods.  Another  negro, 
a free  man,  known  as  Jack  Cin'l,  was  slightly  wounded,  and  surrendered. 
He  was  taken  to  the  Chickamauga  towns,  remained,  and  moved  with  that 
roving,  murderous,  tliieving  set  fartlier  down  the  Tennessee  Bi\cr,  and 
gave  name  to  the  town  of  Kick-a-Jackj  or  Nigger-Jack's  town. 
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The  white  man  and  negro  who  jumped  from  the  boat  and  escaped  into 
the  woods,  wandered  for  twenty  hours.  At  length  they  reached  the  sta- 
tion tovrards  morning,  puslied  aside  some  of  the  pickets,  and  entered  the 
enclosure  at  the  Bluff  undiscovered  by  any  one  in  the  fort,  “although  the 
dogs  gave  the  faithful  alarm.’’ 

Goveer’s  boat,  as  we  have  elsewhere  mentioned,  floated  down  the  river, 
the  corn  and  some  of  the  dead  being  on  board  undisturbed,  except  by 
some  of  the  dogs  which  continued  therein. 

The  opinion  prevailed  for  some  days  that  the  Donelson  party  had  fallen 
victims  to  the  guns  and  tomahawks  of  the  savages.  It  was  hazardous 
to  pass  betweeu  stations  so  distant  as  Mansker’s  and  the  Bluff. 

James  Ilandolph  Kobertson  was  among  the  slain.  Thus  early  was 
Colonel  Bobertson  made  to  taste  of  the  cup  of  affliction,  which,  in  after- 
years, was  so  often  filled  and  pressed  to  the  lips  of  these  pioneers. 

There  was  no  alternative  'for  the  Donelson  party  : they  must  abandon 
the  boat  and  all  it  contained  and  flee  into  the  woods.  They  could  render 
no  assistance  to  their  friends,  now  overwhelmed;  they  could  not  pass  out 
with  their  own  boat ; and  they  might  well  suppose  that  the  savages, 
flushed  with  an  easy  victory  over  half  the  harvesters,  would  speedily  be 
in  pursuit  of  themselves. 

After  Captain  Donelson  had  overtaken  the  fleeing  party,  they  hastily 
agreed  upon  the  direction  to  be  taken,  so  that  they  might  assemble  the 
next  day  upon  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland,  some  miles  above  the  mouth 
of  Stone’s  Biver,  where  they  would  attempt  to  cross  and  escape  to 
Mansker’s  Station.  It  was  deemed  advisable  to  separate,  not  all  to  go 
together,  lest  thereby  they  should  make  such  a trail  tliroiigh  the  cane  and 
bushes  as  the  Indians  could  easily  follow. 

Having  continued  their  course  until  sunset,  Captain  Donelson  discovered 
a large  hickory  tree  which  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  and,  as  it  had  a thick 
top  and  large  supply  of  leaves,  he  called  in  the  wanderers,  and  they  hud- 
dled together  there  for  the  night.  They  did  not  attempt  to  kindle  anv 
fire,  though  they  greatly  needed  it.  The  night  was  passed  in  quiet, 
but  with  very  little  sleep. 

Captain  Donelson  informed  the  party  of  the  slaughter  he  witnessed  of 
the  Gower  party.  He  believed  they  were  all  killed,  and  that  the  Indian 
force  was  sufficient  to  besiege  and  capture  any  of  the  stations. 

The  situation  of  this  little'  squad  was  also  very  critical.  The  savages 
might  be  in  search  of  them,  and  they  had  the  river  between  them  and 
their  friends  at  the  Mansker  Station,  and  there  was  no  boat  to  be  had. 
How  sli»mld  they  get  over  ? or  what  should  tlu'y  do  'I 

Having  convened  upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  they  endeavored  to  con- 
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struct  a raft  upon  wliicli  to  be  floated  across.  The}*  bad  left  the  axe  in 
the  boat,  and  no  light  and  suitable  material  could  be  found  to  answer  the 
purpose.  Yet  they  gathered  sticks,  and  fastened  them  together  with 
withes  and  vines,  and  made  seyeral  attempts  to  go  over,  but  the  current 
invariably  drove  their  rude,  float  back  to  the  side  of  the  river  whence 
they  had  set  out.  They  had  to  abandon  all  efforts  thus  to  get  over,  and 
permit  their  raft  to  be  carried  away  by  the  current.  "What  now  shall  be 
done?  At  this  juncture,  Colonel  Donelson’s  faithful  servant,  Somerset, 
volunteered  to  swim  the  river,  wdth  the  aid  of  the  horse,  and  ride  to  the 
station  and  give  information  of  the  situation  of  the  party.  Be  succeeded 
in  crossing,  ascended  the  opposite  bank,  and  hastened  in  the  direction 
through  cane  and  woods.  Safely  arriving  at  the  station,  he  gave  the  first 
information  of  the  disastrous  defeat.  It  was  indeed  sad  news,  disheart- 
ening to  every  one. 

Immediately  a few  active  men  returned  with  Somerset,  taking  axes 
wherewith  to  cut  and  prepare  a float  for  the  relief  of  their  friends,  who 
were  suflPering  with  cold  and  hunger.  It  wms  chill  November  weather, 
and  the  rain  had  fallen  during  a part  of  the  night  and  morning.  They 
were  all  passed  over,  and  safely  arrived  at  the  station. 

Colonel  Donelson  had  delayed  his  departure  to  Kentucky  on  account 
of  the  prospect  of  obtaining  this  supply  of  corn.  Tie  now  determined 
to  carry  into  effect  his  previous  purpose,  and  made  immediate  prepara- 
tions for  moving.  Having  packed  Ids  horses,  and  given  the  best  convey- 
ances to  the  women  and  children,  and  the  men  being  furnished  with  such 
utensils  and  weapons  as  were  most  needed  and  serviceable  in  their  hands, 
the  party  set  out  for  Davis’s  Station.  They  arrived  there  without  inter- 
ruption by  the  savages,  or  more  toil  and  siifiering  than  they  had  antici- 
pated. 

The  family  of  Captain  Kains  was  already  there,  or  arrived  near  the 
same  time;  so  did  some  other  (»f  tlie  early  Cumberland  stationers.  In- 
deed, there  was  quite  a ‘-stampede”  at  this  period,  and  very  disheartening 
to  the  few  who  would  not  or  couhl  not  also  remove;  for  some  there  were 
who  determined  never  to  abandon  their  stations,  and  a few  who  may  have 
been  inclined  to  depart,  but  could  not,  owing  to  the  incumbrance  of  wives, 
children,  or  property,  which  could  not  be  transported,  or  attachment  to 
friends  whose  lives  would  be  the  more  endangered  by  further  desertion. 

The  few  persons  who  reimuned  at  IMansker’s  were  urged  to  leave  the 
place ; but  there  was  mucli  reluctance  on  the  part  of  some,  and  such 
delay  to  do  so  that  the  lives  of  two  or  tliree  were  lost  tliero.  Then  there 
was  an  entire  desertion  of  the  place.  Mansker  and  his  wife  to<i  ref.igo 
(we  believe)  at  Eaton’s  Station.  Colonel  Henderson  an^l  liis  brother, 
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Captain  Hart,  and  a number  of  others,  had  already  gone  to  Kentucky  in 
advance  of  Colonnl  Donelson.  ' . 

The  early  emigrants  to  Cumberland,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  had 
relatives  or  friends  already  in  Kentucky;  so  had  many  of  the  Carolinians. 

The  destitution  of  corn,  and  deficiency  of  powder  and  lead,  operated 
strongly  upon  the  minds  of  many  of  the  persons  who  departed  in  the 
summer  and  hill  of  1780,  and  winter  of  1780-81.  A few  removed  their 
families  to  more  secure  positions,  and  then  returned  to  stand  by  their 
friends  in  defence  of  the  stations  at  Eaton’s,  the  Bluff,  and  Freeland’s. 

Colonel  Donelson  had  Virginia  claims  in  his  own  right  and  for  friends 
which  could  be  located  only  in  Kentucky.  To  attend  to  and  secure 
these  was  another  object  to  be  attained  by  going  to  some  Kentucky  sta- 
tion. Having  placed  his  large  family  (white  and  black)  in  safety  at 
Davis’s  Station,  he  extended  his  visits  to  several  of  the  other  settlements, 
and  obtained  intelligence  from  Virginia  of  a much  later  date  than  any 
possessed  upon  the  Cumberland.  lie  learned  the  sad  news  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  ; the  surrender  of  Charleston,  the  defeat  of  General 
Gates,  and  the  rumored  submission  of  the  large.st  number  of  the  people 
to  British  rule.  But  then  there  soon  came  the  intelligence  of  the  victory 
at  King’s  Honntain,  attained  by  his  own  personal  friends,  Campbell, 
Sevier,  Shelby,  HcDowell,  and  Cleveland. 

If  Gates  had  captured  Cornwallis  at  Camden,  the  heart  of  Donelson 
vv’ould  not  have  so  swelled  with  joy,  as  it  did  when  he  heard  what  had 
been  done,  so  suddenly  and  so  completely,  by  these  bis  personal  friends 
over  the  skilful  partisan  leader,  Fergu.son.  It  was  a joint  victory  at- 
tained by  Virginians  and  North  Caroliiiiaus,  and  brightened  and  strength- 
ened the  chain  of  friendship  between  all  the  early  settlers  in  Kentucky 
and  on  the  Cumberland. 

We  should  mention  that  Colonel  Robertson  was  at  some  of  the  stations 
in  Kentucky  at  this  time,  acquiring  information  of  the  strength  of  their 
defences  and  number  of  the  population.  He  also  procured  a supply  of 
ammunition  for  his  fellow-adventiirer.s  now  remaining  at  Cumberland. 
With  this  stock  of  powder  and  lead  he  arrived,  as  we  have  shown  in  its 
proper  connection,  at  Freeland’s  Station  most  opportunely,  and  gave  the 
first  alarm  of  the  entrance  of  Indiau.s  into  that  fort,  and  aided  in  their 
repulse. 

But  of  Colonel  Domdson  we  must  say,  that  in  leaving  his  friends  on 
Cumberland  he  did  not  ‘ggo  out  from  them  because  he  was  not  of  them;” 
becau.se  ho  was  iudifferoiit  to  tlieir  safety  and  welfare;  or  because  he  was 
willing  or  iiiteiuhnl  to  abandon  hi.s  locations  near  the  (’umberlaud,  or  had 
yet  lost  all  his  j>jirnin>js  for  the  Great  Bend  of  Tennessee. 
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The  fact  is,  that  the  removal  of  Iiis  large  family  was  a relief  to  the 
stations  on  Cumberland.  He  had  proposed  to  divide  whatever  might  be 
secured  as  the  product  of  the  labor  of  his  hands.  The  people  at  the 
Bluff  had,  indeed,  obtained  thdr  share:  that  boat-load  had  Jtoated  to 
their  very  shore,  and  the  number  of  mouths  to  be  fed  had  been  reduced 
at  that  point : whilst  Colonel  Honelson,  and  his  ovrn  family  and  friends  at 
3Iansker’s,  were  deprived  of  every  car  of  corn  and  every  boll  of  cotton. 
There  was  a necessity,  therefore,  for  his  removal;  and  a necessity  per- 
haps almost  as  urgent  jiistiGed  the'  departure  of  others,  though  some  of 
them  went  in  spite  of  appeals  and  remonstrances. 

And  yet  the  appearance  of  Honelson  in  Kentucky  may  have  served  a 
better  purpose  than  he  could  have  accomplished  had  he  remained  on  the 
Cumberland,  with  an  abundant  supply  of  provisions.  Let  us  search  for 
such  evidence.  He  had  not  been  there  twelve  months  before  he  was 
called  upon  to  enact  a part  which  is  the  culminating  point  in  his  history. 

In  all  companies  and  every^fhe^e  he  had  been  the  decided  advocate  of 
the  American  Bevolutiou ; always  and  everywliere  had  he  spoken  in 
terms  of  warmest  eiihigy  of  Washington;  always  and  everywhere  did  he 
urge  and  contend  for  the  union  of  the  Colonics. 

With  hLs  family  and  friends  he  had  crossed  the  mountains,  resolved  to 
make  their  permanent  homes  upon  some  of  these  western  waters.  He 
Was  still  a Yirginian  on  Virginia  soil;  an  American,  and  at  home  in  this 
far  west  of  that  day. 

The  idea  of  ejcpairinfinrj  himself  had  never  entered  his  mind.  The 
thought  of  placing  his  children  under  bigoted,  Spanish,  papal  rule  and 
influence,  would  have  been  abhorrent  to  his  soul ; to  di.strust  and  denounce 
Washington,  and  plot  treason  against  his  country,  in  his  estimation,  would 
have  been  ‘‘vrorse  than  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  next  to  the  unpardona- 
ble sin.'' 

Aged  as  he  was,  brief  as  had  been  his  sojourn  in  Kentucky,  he  hesi- 
tated not  to  declare  his  opinion,  that  Virginia  of  right  claimed  and 
would  maintain  her  dominion  over  this  transmontane  territory;  that  no 
“State  of  Transylvania”  could  be  set  up  in  defiance  of  her  sanction; 
and  least  of  all  would  she  submit  to  an  alienation  of  any  portion  of  her 
western  territory  and  people,  that  England,  France,  or  Spain  might  here 
establish  a foreign  rule. 

It  was  strongly  suspected  that  Spain  at  this  early  day,  while  professedly 
aiding  in  the  war  of  Bevolutiou,  and  for  our  separation  from  England,  was 
secretly  working  up  a spirit  of  di-content  and  alienation  among  our  ex- 
posed, harassed,  and  emltarrassod  and  adventurous  pioneer  population. 

Honelson  and  some  others  were  ready  to  declare,  that  if  there  were 
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^^Americans  boni’^  who  would  yield  to  any  of  tliese  dishonorable  sugges- 
tions, ‘^not  only  their  bodies  but  their  souls  needed  to  be  purged,  as 
with  fire.''  He  did  not  indeed  wish  an  auto-da-Jc  in  old  Spanish  fashion, 
but  rather  that  the  flame  of  patriotism  might  burn  so  fiercely  ^^that  no 
old  tory  or  neio  traiiord’  could  live  in  all  the  land. 

He  found  in  Kentucky  some  truedicarted  Virginians,  IVashingtonians, 
adherents  to  the  Confederacy;  but  he  heard  also  of  others,  “whose  hearts 
were  not  as  his  heart." 

It  is  strange,  but  yet  true,  that  the  “Spanish  Kentucky  conspiracy," 
which,  in  its  various  devices  and  struggles  to  separate  the  western  country* 
from  the  Eastern  States,  caused  our  early  Administrations  so  much  trou- 
ble, and  the  true  lovers  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union  so  much  anxiety, 
had  its  inception  years  before  the  termination  of  the  War  of  Independ- 
ence. Of  that  conspiracy  we  have  elsewhere,  written ; and  we  say  now, 
what  we  have  said  or  intended  to  say  in  its  proper  connection  with  this 
whole  matter,  that  there  was  much  to  induce,  we  can  almost  say  justify, 
suggestions,  consultations,  and  wishes  for  a separate  and  independent 
government  west  of  the  mountains;  yea,  that  it  is  strange  the  people 
went  no  farther  than  discussions  and  bitter  words.  But  of  this  we  also 
feel  as  confident  as  of  any  other  position  we  can  assume  in  relation  to  the 
whole  subject,  that  not  one  native  American,  however  much  he  may  have 
said,  at  heart  desired  or  could  long  have  endured  a close  alliance  with 
Spain,  or  any  of  her  officials  in  Ijouisiana  or  Florida.  As  General 
Robertson  once  said,  “They  and  their  entire  system,  political,  diplomatic, 
and  ecclesiastic,  have  too  strong  a smell  of  Tophet  and  garlic." 

The  earliest  manifestation  of  this  western  Spanish  intrigue,  perhaps, 
may  be  discovered  in  the  year  1781,  the  first  year  of  Colonel  Donelson’s 
residence  in  Kentucky,  The  project  seems  to  have  been  started  several 
years  before  the  arrival  of  General  Wilkinson  in  the  western  country. 

We  have  had  to  show,  that  in  the  correspondence  of  General  Robert- 
son with  some  of  the  Spanish  officers,  he  felt  himself  justified  in  the  use 
of  wmrds  which  “palter  in  a double  sense."  He  took  hold  of  their  own 
diplomatic  weapons;  he  spoke  graciously  to  them,  wdien  his  very  soul 
abhorred  all  manner  of  deceit  and  the  deceivers. 

That  in  those  early  times,  and  doubttul  and  perplexinir  circumstances, 
there  may  have  been  mo.st  worthy,  true,  and  loyal  republicans  in  Ken- 
tucky who  yielded  for  a moment,  or  seemed  to  yield,  to  some  of  these 
projects,  is  very  prolaible ; and  that  some  of  the  early  settlers  believed 
that,  of  necessity,  the  people  west  of  the  mountains  must  institute  a gov- 
ernment imh'pendent  of  and  ."Oparat''  from  that  whicli  was  not  yet  fully 
organized  on  the  Atlantic  side,  cannot  be  denied.  This  sentiment  w'as 
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not  novel  and  wholly  repudiated  among  tlie  people  of  the  Eastern  States : the 
topic  was  discussed  there^  as  well  as  in  these  wild  woods  and  *'  rank  barrens.’^ 

And  noW;  when  we  read  such  an  assertion  as  this — ^‘In  the  fall  of  1781, 
Colonel  Todd,  with  about  fifty  or  sixty  of  his  adherents,  assembled  at 
Ilarrodsburg  to  deliberate  on  this  scheme,  [the  Spanish  scheme  for  a 
separation  of  the  western  from  the  eastern  country ;]  Colonel  DoneUoiiy 
a firm  supporter  of  the  Union  ofi  the  States,  having  heard  of  their  in- 
tentions, convened  a much  larger  party,  and  broke  up  their  meeting,  a 
manner^  Uj  fiorce,  rather  than  persuasion’' — we  arc  ready  to  say,  in  so 
doing  Colonel  Donelson  did  no  great  violence  to  any  of  these  siq^jposed 
conspirators  or  traitors. 

Of  this  we  are  confident,  that  Colonel  Todd,  with  the  majority  of  those 
who  were  in  consultation  at  Ilarrodsburg  about  the  condition  of  these 
new  and  exposed  settlements,  their  prospects  and  policy,  was  uncorrupted 
and  Incorruptible  by  malign  foreign  influences.  He  was  as  true  a patriot, 
as  brave  a soldier,  and  as  accomplished  a gentleman  as  could  be  found 
among  men,  who,  in  that  day,  were  generally  preeminent  in  the  possession 
of  each  of  these  qualities. 

It  should  never  be  said  of  Colonel  Todd  that  he  was  “a  traitor.”  His 
vigorous  exertions  for  the  defence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  his  dashing 
heroism  at  the  sad  affair  at  Pdue  Licks,  on  18th  xkugust,  1782,  in  which 
rash  attack  upon  the  Indians  he  lost  his  life,  furnish  abundant  proof  that 
his  American  heart  had  never  been  soiled  by  the  thought  of  treason. 

The  accusation  made  by  Humphrey  3Iarshall,  Esq.,  which  w'e  have 
quoted,  is  without  tlie  least  qualification.  We  cannot,  therefore,  let  it  pass 
without  some  further  remark.  Mr.  Marshall,  who  was  not  inferior  to 
others  of  that  intellectual  family,  was  apt  to  use  very  strong  terms  “even 
bitter  word.s,”  to  e.xpress  his  views  and  sentiments.  He  had  no  respect 
for  the  man  who  withheld  praise  from  Washington,  and  to  utter  a word 
of  censure  against  his  adnjiuistration,  was  to  insure  Marshall’s  unap- 
peasable hatred.  The  charge  he  makes  against  Colonel  Todd  wms  unques- 
tionably made  when  actuated  by  such  a feeling,  or  from  ignorance,  or 
from  rash  misjudgment. 

At  the  time  of  this  assemldy  at  Ilarrodsburg,  (in  which  Mr.  Marshall 
says  they  were  concocting  treason,)  the  land-office  was  opened,  and 
crowds  of  emigrants  were  urging  their  applications  for  land.  Historians 
of  that  period  say  there  was  “a  rabid  passion  to  enter  lands.” 

The  defences  of  the  stations  were  neglected  ; emiiirants  exposed  them- 
selves in  all  directions;  the  savages  easily  surprised  and  destroyed  many, 
and  then  escaiied  with  impunity.  To  embody  any  suitable  force  and  juir- 
sue  the  offenders  was  a task  requiring  much  persuasion,  so  long  lu-  the 
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Inncl-office  remained  open.  The  topics  of  conversation  Tvere  ‘‘the  rich 
lands/^  “the  growth  of  corn  and  tohacco/’  and  “a  market  at  New  Orleans.'’^ 
They  had  little  anticipation  of  any  trade  to  the  States  across  the  moun- 
tains; and  yet  every  man  had  friends  and  relatives  and  cherished  re- 
membrances among  the  citizens  on  the  Atlantic  side. 

We  say,  then,  there  was  no  criminal  intent  in  this  meeting  at  Harreds- 
burg;  and  our  opinion  is,  that  when  such  a suggestion  was  made  to 
Colonel  Donelson,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  embodying  “a  larger  party,^'* 
(as  Mr.  Marshall  says,)  and  aiding  in  suitable  deliberations,  so  as  to  calm 
the  disquieted,  and  extend  contidence  in  the  purposes  of  Government. 

The  presence  and  conduct  of  Colonel  Donelson,  no  doubt,  produced 
good  results ; and  in  these,  it  is  probable,  Colonel  Todd  ultimately  re- 
joiced as  heartily  as  any  other  man.  Judge  Innis  was,  at  a subsequent 
period,  sent  by  the  Administration  for  the  same  pacific  purposes  to  the 
excited  people  of  Kentucky. 

The  alternative  resorted  to  in. the  time  of  the  land  mania,  was  to  call 
on  General  Clarke  to  exert  “ his  military  authority’’  to  close  the  land-office  I 
This  done,  the  Indians  were  pursued  and  punished,  and  peaceful  homes 
secured. 

In  the  year  1783,  Colonels  Donelson  and  Martin  received  appointments 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  hold  a tR'aty  with  “the  southern  Indians,’^ 
especially  with  the  Chcrokees  and  Chickasaws.  These  Commissioners 
deemed  the  French  Salt  Lick  or  Nasliborough  the  suitable  and  convenient 
place  for  holding  the  treaty.  They  accordingly  sent  runners  into  the  nations 
for  this  purpose;  and  whilst  they  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  Indian  chiefs  and 
head-men.  Colonel  Donelson  visited  his  first  encampment,  and  examined  the 
choice  body  of  lands  at  and  around  the  Hermitage.  Here  he  made  en- 
tries or  locations  of  some  of  tlie  best  lands  in  Tennessee,  and  commenced 
the  erection  of  his  block-house.  Tlie  site  of  this  new  station  was  near  a 
large  spring,  a mile  west  of  the  Hermitage,  (being  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  his  grandson,  William  Donel'^on,  Ksq.) 

Objections  were  made  l)y  the  settlers  on  tim  west  side  of  the  Cumberland 
to  the  treaty  being  held  there.  The  »juestion  was  submitted  to  vote,  and 
the  people  on  the  east  side,  or  at  Katon's  Station,  deciding  for  the  treaty, 
it  was  held,  as  we  have  elsewhere  stated. 

This  being  done.  Colonel  Donelson  returned  to  Kentucky,  but  with  the 
avowed  intention  to  move  back  to  the  Cumbtu'land  as  soon  as  he  adjusted 
some  matters  ot*  importance  in  Kentucky  and  \'irginia. 

Colonel  Donelson  remained  in  Kentucky  until  tlie  year  1785,  when  he 
visited  Virginia  to  communicate  with  his  friemls  about  the  manv  land 
claims  intrusted  to  his  management.  He  had  large  interests  offered  him 
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in  grants  or  military'  wanaiiits  to  be  located  in  Kentucky.  He  bad^  how- 
ever, resolved  to  return  and  .settle  on  his  locations  near  the  Cumberland. 
In  view  of  such  return,  he  had  procured  the  planting  of  another  crop  of 
corn  on  one  of  his  tracts  near  Stone’s  Kiver. 

Information  of  such  intention  on  his  part  was  received  by  the  Cumber- 
land stationers  with  much  satisfaction.  The  return  of  the  Colonel  and 
his  son,  Captain  John  Donelson,  with  their  families,  would  encourage 
others  to  return,  and  attract  new  emigrants. 

^Qn  this  year,  1785,  the  Assembly  of  Georgia,  by  an  act  passed  for  the 
purpose,  established  a county  l>y  the  name  of  Houston,  opposite  the 
Indian  town  of  Nickojack,  in  the  bend  of  Tennessee,  oppo.site  the  Muscle 
Shoals,  including  all  the  territory  which  belonged  to  Georgia  on  the  nonh 
side  of  the  river.  Colonels  Ilord,  Downs,  Donelson,  Sevier,  and  3Jr. 
Lindsay  were  appointed  Commissioners,  with  full  authority  to  organize 
the  new  county.  Tliey  opened  a land-office  there,  appointed  Colonel 
Donelson  surveyor,  and  authorized  the  issuing  of  land-warrants.  These 
Commissioners,  with  eighty  or  ninety  men,  descended  the  river  to  the 
' point  where  it  was  intersected  by  the  State  line.  They  appointed  military 
officers  and  justices  of  the  peace,  and  elected  Yalentine  Sevier,  the 
brother  of  Colonel  John  Sevier,  to  represent  them  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Georgia.  The  warrants  were  signed  by  John  Donelson  and 
John  Sevier,  and  were  dated  21st  December,  1785.” 

The  Commissioners  and  their  party  remained  there  but  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  threats  of  violence,  and  the  preparations  by  the  Indians  to 
attack  these  land-hunters,  were  such  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  re- 
turn to  the  Nollachucky  and  Holston,  and  abandon  the  project,  for  the 
present  at  least. 

A well-sustained  settlement  in  the  Great  Bend  would  have  saved  the 
stationers  in  Kentucky  and  on  the  Cumberland  from  such  formidable  inva- 
sions and  havoc.  It  was  a grand  idea,  a magnilicent  project.  These  men 
gave  it  notoriety ; others  were  not  slow  to  realize  in  princely  estates  the 
visions  of  these  earliest  pioneers. 

A plat  and  deed  for  ten  thousand  acres,  located  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Blue  Water,  opposite  iMuscle  8hoals,  ‘Go  John  Sevier,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Tennessee  Laud  Company,”  may  be  seen  in  our  State 
Historical  Booms. 

About  the  year  1827  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  granted  to  the 
heirs  of  these  Commissioners  live  tliuu-^and  acres  each,  to  be  selected  from 
any  vacant  lands  of  the  Government  in  Alabama  or  5Iissi.ssippi,  in  lieu 
of  their  ten  thousand,  and  in  full  sa*‘isfaction  for  their  services  as  -^uch 
Commissioners,  surveyors,  and  explorers.  A time  was  limited  within 
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wliicli  tlioso  lands  were  to  be  located.  All  bnt  the  Ponelson  heirs  made 
their  selections  within  the  specified  time ; so  that  the  perils  and  labor  of 
Colonel  Ponelson  remained  without  compensation,  and  his  long-cherished 
scheme  and  hope  of  acquisitions  there  were  frustrated  and  fruitless. 

During  his  absence  to  A'irginia  and  to  the  Muscle  Shoals,  in  1785-6, 
the  families  of  Colonel  Ponelson  and  of  his  son  had  returned  to  the  Cum- 
berland, and  were  again  identified  with  the  stationers  there.  The  Indian 
wars  were  not  ended,  perilous  times  continued,  and  they  came  once  more 
to  witness  and  experience  siitferings  in  this  great  ‘^slaughter-peiT^  of  the 
pioneers. 

Colonel  Ponelson  had  owned  extensive  iron-works  in  the  county  of 
Pittsylvania,  Virginia,  which  he  sold  to  Colonel  Calloway,  (perhaps  dur- 
ing this  his  last  visit  to  his  native  State.)  He  had  repeatedly  represented 
some  of  the  western  counties  (Campbell  and  Pittsylvania)  in  the  House 
of  Burgesses  prior  to  the  Bevolution.  And  while  in  such  otfice,  and  as- 
sociated with  eminent  men,  he  signed  that  address  which  advocated  the 
placing  of  American  industry  upon  a footing  more  independent  of  the 
jealous  and  restrictive  policy  of  the  mother  country.  That  address  was 
signed  by  IPashington,  Jefferson,  Henry,  Lee,  Bandolph,  Ponelson,  and 
other  members  of  the  House  of  Burgesses.  Here  was  another  of  those 
links  in  that  golden  chain  which  bound  him  to  the  patriots  of  Virginia.' 
Here  was  infused  through  the  great  deep  of  his  soul  sentiments  which 
gave  a right  direction  to  all  his  subsequent  life,  and  made  him  ever  ready 
to  ‘^pledge  his  word  of  truth  and  honor,  that  whatever  Washington  and 
his  associates  advocated  or  did  was  the  wisest  and  best  in  the  circum- 
stances.’’  He  never  could  doubt  of  this.  He  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  other  persons  should  entertalD  the  like  implicit  confidence.  And  we 
verily  believe  that  the  strong  faith  he  had,  and  the  earnestness  with  which 
he  delivered  his  sentiments,  for  the  Father  of  our  country,  and  ‘'‘the  like 
precious  faith”  cherished  by  Generals  Sevier,  Bobertsou,  Smith,  and  other 
leading  spirits  in  Tennc.^see,  had  a most  happy  and  conservative  influence 
over  all  the  population  of  Tennessee;  and  that  there  were  men  of  eminent 
talents,  actuated  by  the  same  spirit,  who  stayed  or  hushed  the  storm  of 
discontent  in  Kentucky. 

Ah,  there  were  giants  in  those  days : pigmies  are  an  inferior  race  and 
far  more  common.  Anacharsis,  in  his  travels,  says  ‘‘he  found  them  every- 
where; so  he  did,  women  and  children,  but  men,  real,  intellectual,  and 
moral  great  men,  only  where  God  had  need  of  them.”  That  accords  with 
our  view;  such  the  lesson  we  beirn  in  American  history. 

It  i.s  stated  in  Fil.son's  HLtory  of  Kentucky,  also  in  Butler’s,  that 
“Colonel  John  Ponelson,  in  behalf  of  Virginia,  negotiated  a treaty  with 
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the  Fivf‘  Nations  for  the  country  between  the  Kentucky  Kiver  and  the 
grccat  Kenawha;  the  consideration  of  which  was  five  liiiridred  pounds 
sterling.’^ 

This,  in  all  probability,  like  the  treaty  at  Nashville  in  1783,  and 
Henderson’s  in  1775,  may  have  been  finally  regarded  as  a private  nego- 
tiation. We'find  it  not  among  the  colonial  records,  nor  in  any  volume  of 
Indian  treaties;  but,  like  Henderson’s  and  others,  it  had  some  “virtue 
in  it.”  The  great  men  of  5'irginia  did  not  disdain  such  “ color  of  title.” 

It  was  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and  of  the  Great  Kenawha  (near 
the  junction)  that  Washington  and  Lewis,  the  Handolphs,  Lees,  and 
others,  obtained  large  tracts  of  land.  Honelson  had  been  there  before 
them,  and  had  extingui.-^ijed  the  nomad  '“squatter  sovereignty.”  The 
doctrine  of  “Indian  squatter  rights’’  lost  its  potency  when  discussed  by 
some  of  these  pioneer  jurists.  "The  Great  x\rgument,”  which  we  have 
presented  in  chapter  xxxiv.,  might  furnish  some  new  ideas  to  judges,  how- 
ever “learned  in  the  law’’  as  taught  in  the  Institutes  and  Blackstone. 

We  are  enabled  to  copy  from  the  original,  in  the  Tennessee  Historical 
Society,  the  last  letter  written  by  Colonel  Honelson  to  any  member  of  his 
family ; 

“Campbell  Couxty,  Ya.,  4t1i  Sept.,  1785. 

“Hear  Johny: — I have  the  happiness  to  inform  you  that  I am  in 
health  at  present,  with  the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity I shall  be  made  happy  by  hearing  of  the  health,  happiness,  etc.,  of 
yourself  and  our  dearest  connections. 

“I  lately  saw  Capt.  Ewing,  who  told  me  that  several  warrants  from  the 
Military  Hepartment  were  sent  out  to  your  care,  to  locate  on  the  usual 
terms;  I think  he  said  to  the  amount  of  10,000  acres. 

“I  wish  amongst  those  warrant.s  you  could  spare  me  one  small  ■warrant  to 
secure  the  vacancy  against  my  lamls  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland. 

“I  have  had  some  conversation  with  Stockley  Honelson  concernir^g  our 
locations  with  Col.  Blount.  He  says  that  he  has  reason  to  trust  the  war- 
rants for  those  lauds  have  issued,  and  that  we  need  not  fear  the  conse- 
cjuences  thereof. 

“ However,  I shall  start  to-morrow  morning  over  to  Carolina,  in  order 
to  be  satisfied  in  that  business.  I purpose  returning  to  Kichmond  from 
Carolina,  in  order  to  see  if  it  is  in  my  power  to  get  some  goods  for  our 
families’  use,  and  to  return  to  you  ami  my  family  as  soon  as  possible. 

“If  you  should  find  it  convenieut  to  remove  to  Cumberland  before  my 
return,  if  my  family  can  remove  at  the  same  time,  I shall  have  no  ob- 
jection. * 
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sliall  have  some  debts  to  settle  in  Kentucky  in  my  way  out 

I hope  to  be  at  home  next  montli 

“I  entreat  you  to  take  particular  care  so  to  provide  that  no  waste  may 
he  made  in  my  corn  at  Cumberland.  A plentiful  stock  of  provisions  is 
the  ‘main  chance.'’  Give  every  assurance  to  your  dear  mamma  that  I 
shall  use  every  endeavor  for  her  happiness,  and  for  every  branch  of  the 
family. 

“ I'our  mamma’s  ease  and  happiness  in  every  comfort  of  life,  your 
and  your  brothers’  and  sisters’  well-being  and  happiness,  and  more,  if  I 
could  say  more,  is  the  constant  petition  and  most  ardent  desire  of  your 
most  affectionate  father, 

“ Jno.  Doxelson.” 

We  give  this  letter,  not  only  because  there  is  historic  interest  in  it, 
but  because  it  presents  the  tender  sentiments  of  the  husband,  hither,  and 
Christian;  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  occasion  to  assert,  that  “such  as 
was  Colonel  Donelson  in  these  characteristics,  so  were  moU  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  Cumberland  settlements.” 

May  their  descendants,  and  all  others,  receive  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  anS  glory  in  it,  and  do  honor  to  such  example  ! 

Colonel  Donelson  had  forwarded  this  letter  by  private  hand,  and  soon 
thereafter  started  for  Kentucky.  He  pursued  the  usual  route  by  the 
Gap,  and  on  to  Davis’s  Station.  There  he  learned  that  his  family  had 
removed  to  IMansker’s  Station.  Delaying  only  a few  days  to  settle  some 
business,  he  renevyed  his  journey  on  horseback  to  rejoin  his  family. 

Two  young  men  joined  him  and  proposed  to  travel  in  company,  having 
in  view,  as  they  said,  a settlement  at  Xashville.  These  young  men  ar- 
rived safely,  and  gave  the  following  statement : 

They  had  travelled  together  until  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  they 
“stopped  to  take  a drink  from  a spring.”  Colonel  Donelson  rode  on,  say- 
ing he  was  anxious  to  reach  home.  He  had  not  gone  far,  and  but  a few 
moments,  when  they  heard  several  guns  fired.  Their  impression  was 
that  his  sons  had  met  him,  and  had  fired  a fun  de  joie. 

After  some  further  delay,  they  resumed  their  journey,  and  finally 
overtook  him,  when  tlu.'y  found  him  dangerousl}''  wounded  and  in  great 
agony.  He  was,  however,  proceeding  on  his  journey.  He  had  been 
wounde<l  b}'  a ball,  which  pas.^ed  across  the  abdomen  in  such  a manner  as 
to  cause  a ghastly  wound.  Tliey  continued  in  company.  “In  their  opin- 
ion, he  had  been  wounded  by  Indians;  ’ but  they  said  not  what  was  Colonel 
Donolson’s  opinion. 

They  encamped  on  the  bank  of  Barren  Biver  that  night,  and  there 
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Colonel  Donelson  expired.  In  the  morning  they  buried  his  body  as  best 
they  could ; then,  taking  his  horse,  saddle,  and  saddle-bags,  they  crossed 
the  river ; but  in  crossing,  the  saddle-bags  vrere  vv’ashed  off  the  saddle, 
floated  down  the  river,  and  were  lost. 

Such  was  their  statement.  He  had  many  valuable  papers  belonging  to 
himself  and  friends,  and  it  was  supposed  he  had  some  money. 

‘‘Suspicion  rested  strongly  for  some  time  on  these  young  men,  but  no 
proof  of  guilt  being  fouitd^  they  were  released  and  cleared  of  the  charge.’^ 

The  sons  of  Colonel  Donelson,  taking  one  of  the  young  men  with  them, 
returned  to  Barren  Biver  in  search  of  the  body  and  the  saddle-bags. 
The  body  was  found  in  position  to  verify  their  statement,  and  the  saddle- 
bags were  recovered,  with  some  papers,  but  so  damaged  as  to  be  of  very 
small  value. 

Such  is  the  mystery  in  which  the  end  of  Colonel  Donelson  is  shrouded. 

In  sentiment,  and,  we  believe,  by  profession,  he  was  a Presbyterian,  a 
religious  man,  and  we  trust  he  wuis  not  taken  unprepared  away. 

Taking  Colonel  Donelson  as  the  radix,  and  tracing  out  the  descendants 
and  connections  for  the  last  fifty  years,  we  find,  especially  in  the  South 
and  South-west,  the  alliance  to  be  extensive  and  influential  in  political 
and  military  position. 

The  sons-in-law  of  Colonel  Donelson  were  Colonel  Thomas  Hutchings, 

' Captain  John  Caff'erey,  Colonel  Robert  Hays,  and  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son.  The  ramifications  down  to  the  present  day  are  too  numerous  and 
wide-spread  to  be  inserted  in  this  work. 

Volumes  of  genealogical  and  biographical  sketches  could  be  written  of  , 
, the  pioneer  settlers  of  Middle  Tennessee,  rich  in  anecdote,  illustrative  of 
history,  replete  with  valuable  instruction  for  the  present  and  future  gen- 
erations. We  would  take  pleasure  in  such  study,  composition,  and  pub- 
lication ; are  not  averse  to  the  undertaking,  nor  wholly  unprepared  with 
materials. 

We  could  say  of  many  a one,  as  Cicero  did  of  a person  whom  he  eulo- 
gized; “/«,  oculis  civiiun  mai/nus,  infus  domique  j)rcestantior d’  Distin- 
guished, not  only  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-citizens,  but  more  excel- 
lent at  homa,  in'  the  “family  circle.”  Of  such  it  is  pleasant  to  write; 
of  scores  of  such  we  would  willingly  be  encouraged  to  write — pro  lono 
publico. 
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1785.  By  an  act  of  tie  Nortli  Carolina  Legislature,  passed  29tli  De- 
cember, 1785,  entitled  ‘‘An  Act  for  tlie  promotion  of  learning  in  David- 
son county,’’  the  Rev.  Thomas  Craighead,  Hugh  'Williamson,  Daniel 
Smith,  William  Polk,  Anthony  Bledsoe,  Lardner  Clarke,  Ephraim  3Ic- 
Lean,  Robert  Hays,  and  James  Robertson  were  appointed  Trustees,  and 
constituted  a body  politic  under  the  name  of  ‘^President  and  Trustees  of 
Davidson  Academy,”  with  authority  to  receive,  by  heq^ucst,  gift,  or  pur- 
chase, land,  tenements,  and  property  or  money  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Academy.  The  last  clause  or  section  is  in  the  following  words  : 

“And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  no  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments  which  may  be  vested  in  the  Trustees  of  the 
Academy  of  Davidson,  for  the  sole  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Academy, 
shall  be  subject  to  any  tax  for  the  space  of  ninety-nine  yearsD 

Two  hundred  and  forty  acres  were  granted  by  this  act,  adjoining  the 
town  of  Nashville  on  the  Cunil)erland  River.  This  body  of  land  lies 
south  of  Broad  street,  all  now  within  the  city  limits,  most  of  it  highly 
improved.  Individuals  also  made  subscriptions  of  land  of  various 
amounts.  The  act  itself  encouraged  “bequests,  gifts,  and  purchases.” 
T7S0.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees  took  place  19ch  August. 
“IMessrs.  Williamson  and  Clarke  not  present.  Rev.  Thomas  Craighead 
chosen  President;  Ephraim  3IcLean,  Treasurer;  Daniel  Smitli,  Secre- 
tary.” 

One  of  their  first  orders  relates  to  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
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land  adjoining  the  toivn  of  Nashville,  which,  with  the  ferry,  caused  the 
Trustees  much  care  and  trouble  tor  years. 

At  this  first  meeting  it  was  “ ordered  that  William  Polk  and  Ephraim 
iMcLeaii  be  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees  to  superintend  the  sur- 
veying of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  which  is  given  them 
by  the  State.  They  will  notify  the  Trustees  of  the  town  of  the  time  of 
their  doing  the  business,  and  make  such  division  between  the  .Academy 
lands  and  the  town  lands  as  shall  be  just  and  lawfuy^  ‘*to  be  done  by  first 
day  of  October  next.” 

‘^Ordered,  that  subscription  papers  in  the  following  form  be  drawn 
and  circulated,  to  have  donations  made  to  the  Academy.” 

This  form  is  for  subserij^tions  in  lands,  with,  covenant  to  convey  by 
deed  within  twelve  mouths  after  a title  can  be  procured  from  the  State, 
or  sooner,  if  conveniency  will  permit. 

. September  25th. — “ Orderetl,  that  the  tuition  for  each  student  be  at 
the  rate  of  £4  per  annum,  to  be  paid  in  hard  monci/,  or  other  money  of 
that  value.” 

, “Ordered,  that  Spring  Hill  Meeting  - House  be  the  place  whefe  the 
school  be  taught.” 

Among  the  many  mutations  in  name,  place,  and  circumstances  which 
this  institution  has  undergone,  tliis  surely  is  worthy  of  notice.  Few  per- 
sons know  that  tiie  LTniversity  of  Nashville  had  its  birth  in  Rev.  Thomas 
B.  Craighead’s  little  church  or  “meeting-house,”  six  miles  east  of  Nash- 
ville, “in  the  suburbs  o^‘  the  town  of  Haysboroiigh.”  There  is  the 
burial-place  of  some  of  the  early  dead  of  31iddle  Tennessee;  there  rest 
the  remains  of  the  founder  and  first  President  of  this  institution  of 
learning. 

The  construction  of  the  turnpike  has  destroyed  the  foundations  of  that 
primitive  academy.  A stone  from  its  walls  should  have  been  inserted  in 
the  substantial  structure  (of  which  a good  view  is  herewith  furnished) 
.on  College  Hill  in  our  city. 

Another  entry  is  of  above  date  : * 

Ordered,  tliat  £5  hard  money,  or  the  virtue  thereof  in  other  money, 
be  paid  for  each  scholar  per  annum.” 

“Messrs.  3IcLean  and  Hays  authorized  to  rent  out  the  Academy  lands.” 
October  5th. — “Board  agreed  tluit  Mr.  President  make  a motion  to 
Court  for  ferry  just  above  the  town  lands.” 

(This  ferry  was  establi.^hed  just  above  the  east  end  of  Broad  street.) 
1790.  May  31st. — “Robert  Hays  reported  that  he  rented  the  field  at 

the  ferry  landing  to  John  Boyd,  for years;  Bcyd  agreeing  to 

put  it  under  good  fence  as  a consideratmn.  Also,  he  rented  part  of  the 
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Lich  Field  (Kasper  Mansker’s  Lick?)  to  Daniel  Hay^  Jacob  Castleman, 
Jr.,  and  Kobert  Thompson,  for  the  year  1787,  they  agreeing  to  give  thirty 
bushels  of  corn  for  said  held  for  one  year,  and  leave  it  in  good  repair/’  etc. 

Mr.  McLean  reports  that  ^^he  rented  all  the  cleared  arable  lands  be- 
longing to  the  Academy  to  L.  Clarke,  for  four  jears  from  1st  December, 
1787.  He  was  to  put  all  the  cleared  arable  land  under  good  fence,  and  to 
leave  it  so,  and  to  pay  lOs.  per  acre  in  current  money  every  y^ar,  only 
deducting  half  the  price  of  mauling  the  rails,  except  that  he  agreed  that 
one  half  of  the  lOs.  should  be  paid  in  corn  at  current  price  of  the 
country.” 

Messrs.  Hays  and  3IcLean  appointed  to  employ  some  one  to  keep  the 
ferry,  build  ferry-hou.se,  boats,”  etc. 

^‘Ordered  that  a fine  of  81  be  imposed  on  Trustees  who  fail  to  attend 
meeting,  or  give  good  excuse  to  exculpate  themselves.” 

1791.  October  8th. — “Board  met  at  Spring  Hill.  Adjourned  to  meet 
at  Mr.  Clarke’s,  in  Nashville,  at  10  o’clock,  Monday,  lOth^  i6st.” 

Met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Andrew  Jachson  be  appointed  a Trustee  in  the 
room  of  Colonel  William  Polk,  removed.” 

“The  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  Mr.  Clarke’s,  in  Nashville,  on  Friday, 
^th  insf.,  next,  to  survey  the  cleared  lands  in  the  lands  of  the  Academy, 
and  to  settle  with  31r.  Clarke.” 

These  are  strange  duties  for  Trustees  of  a literary  institution  I Maul- 
ing rails,  making  fences,  building  houses,  keeping  ferries,  surveying  lands, 
clearing  and  renting,  collecting,  measuring,  and  selling  corn  ! 

O O''  O'  O/  O 

But  these  truly  great  men  were  not  above  any  such  duties.  Some  of 
these  very  persons  have  filled  the  highest  positions  in  this  State,  and  in 
this  great  nation,  and  they  would  never  have  merited  the  higher,  had  they 
despised  the  lower  place  of  service  and  of  honor. 

November  8th.  — “By  order,  John  Boyd  exonerated  from  his  debt, 
by  paying  Mr.  IMcLean  one  hundred  bushels  corn,  part  of  our  debt  to 
the  latter  for  building  the  ferry-house.  Be  it  remembered  that  Colonel 
Hays  paid  thirty  bushels  of  corn  rent,  which  he  had  received  in  part  pay 
for  procuring  the  ferry-boat  to  be  built.” 

“Colonel  Hays  authorized  to  sell  the  Academy  s small  boat,  and  to 
request  the  ‘ Coiimiissioners  of  the  Licks’  to  make  us  a title  to  Kasj)ers 
Ltck.’’^ 

* By  act  of  the  Legislaturef  of  North  Carolina,  December,  1780,  it  was  ordered 
that  salt  licks  and  springs,  and  lands  adjoining,  be  sold.  And  the  County  Courts 
of  Davidson,  Sumner,  and  Tennessee  were  directed,  at  their  April  Term,  1700,  to 
make  a list,  signed  by  their  Chairman,  of  all  licks  at  which  salt  could  be  made, 
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1794. , March  4th. — There  are  large  accessions  to  the  population  of  the 
District.  Ferries  became  places  of  much  notoriety^  and  yielded  handsome 
incomes. 

^^The  Academy  ferry  leased  to  Abram  Boyd  for  the  term  of  five 
years  for  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum^  payable  in  certijicaies  on  1st 
June  next/^  etc. 

These  certificates  were  issued  to  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  served 
as  guards  to  escort  emigrants  from  Clinch  to  Cumberland.  They  con- 
stituted a reliable  paper  currency — were  receivable  for  taxes  due  the 
county;  the  State  of  North  Carolina  having  very  cjracioudy  allowed 
these  counties  to  defray  all  these  expenses. 

And  here  are  these  Trustees  accepting  guard  certificates  as  of  equal 
value  with  ‘^hard  money  V’  (We  know  some  persons  who  would  be  ciiiite 
rich  if  the  ^^good  old  North  State'’  should  redeem  her  old  issues  at  half 
the  value  of  these  guard  certificates,) 

^‘Ordered,  that  a deed  be  made  to  Elijah  Kobertson  for  a small  parcel 
of  land  lying  within  his  fence,  computed  to  be  about  half  an  acre,  lying 
along  the  southern  line  of  the  tract  adjoining  Nashville,  belonging  to 
said  Academy,  for  which  he  is  to  pay  three  dollars.’^’ 

A fixed  sum  for  very  indefinite  boundaries ! How  much  is  it  now 
<vorth  ? 

^^The  South  Field”  leased  for  five  years.  (This  is  now  the  most  highly 
prized  portion  of  the  city  foi'  private  residences — south  of  Broad  street.) 

^^^Dutch  John’s  Field’  is  leased  to  ^\"illiam  T.  Lewis  for  four  years,  at 
sixty  bushels  of  corn  per  year.  Three  or  four  acres  leased  to  Timothy 
De  Mon  Bruen  for  the  fencing  thereof,  and  agreement  to  leave  it  with 
the  houses  in  good  repair.” 

<^The  same  committee  report  that  they  had  sold  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  bushels  of  corn  to  John  McNairy  at  twenty-five  cents,  payable 

and  especially  naming  Eaton’s,  Denton’s,  Kasper’s,  Neelly’s,  Drake’s,  Ma-lison's, 
Stoner's,  and  Bledsoe’s,  ■which  were  directed  to  be  sold.  The  Court  should  declare 
■what  licks  should  be  sold,  or  reserved  from  sale,  or  be  subject  to  entry.  The  Com- 
missioners were  to  have  surveys  completed,  and  lay  otf  six  hunilxed  and  forty  acres 

• adjoining  each  spring  at  which  salt  could  be  made,  and  offer  the  same  at  public 
sale. 

Two  of  the  licks  thus  reserved,  with  the  adjoining  land,  were  to  be  for  the  use 
of  Davidson  Academy.  Kasper’s  or  Mansker’s  was  one  of  these ; the  ether 
was — I know  not  where. 

(A  Question:  Are  not  these,  or  any  lands  “donated,  bequeathed,  or  soli” 
to  the  Academy,  as  miich  exempt  from  taxes  under  the  last  section  of  the  act  cf 
December  29th,  17?* *5,  as  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  now  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  Nashville?) 
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in  certificates  last  July;  and  tliat  William  T.  Lewis  is  indebted  eighty 
bushels  com  for  last  year's  rent  of  Lutch  John’s  Field.” 

Then  follows  the  appointment  of  a committee  to  collect  and  sell  corn, 
etc.,  and  another  to  collect  debts  and  purchase  hooks  for  the  use  of  the 
Academy.  Here  is  the  beginning  of  the  Library. 

We  notice  that  Mr.  Craighead  attended  all  the  meetings  of  the  Board, 
and  that  Generals  Bober tson  and  Jackson  were  seldom  absent,  though 
they  each  resided  several  miles  from  town. 

piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  xVcademy,  joining  Na.shville,  sold  to 
tTohn  McXairy  at  six  dollars  per  acre,  payable  in  cash  or  certificates  1st 
July  next  1” 

What  rate  of  interest  on  six  dollars,  compounded  every  six  months  for 
sixty- four  years,  (1794  to  1858,)  would  make  an  aggregate  ec^ual  to  the 
present  value  of  those  acres  ? 

April  8th. — xkuthority  and  directions  given  to  an  agent  to  procure  a 
patent  from  North  Carolina  for  the  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
given  by  the  State. 

1796.  The  Territorial  Government  ends : the  State  of  Tennessee  is 
organized. 

1797.  There  are  sundry  unimportant  entries  in  these  years. 

1798.  ^^Bcv.  Thomas  B.  Craighead  and  Andrew  Jackson  are  appointed 
a committee  to  draft  a memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  to  re- 
peal the  act  entitled  Lin  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  promotion  of  learn- 
ing in  the  county  of  Davidson.’  ” 

The  memorial  wus  adopted,  and  forwarded  to  General  Bobertson  to  lay 
before  the  Legislature.  The  act  therein  alluded  to  was  passed  15th 
April,  1796,  and  attempted  to  intrude  new  Trustees  into  the  old  Board  ; 
to  appoint  auditors,  to  whom  the  old  Board  should  account;  to  oust  the 
old  Trustees  from  office ; institute  suits  against  them  if  they  refused  to 
account  to  these  auditors,  and  to  substitute  and  install  in  their  places 
these  newly  appointed,  clothing  the  latter  ‘^with  the  same  powers,  rights, 
and  privileges  that  are  by  law  vested  in  the  whole  Board  I” 

The  old  veterans  were  not  thus  to  be  moved  from  their  propriety  or 
their  places;  they  had  passed  through  more  trying  times  than  these; 
they  had  never  been  known  to  falter,  and  they  shrunk  not  back  now. 
They  met  these  fen  w'()uld-bo  Trustees,  and  three  auditors,  at  the  thresh- 
old, and  withstood  them  there. 

The  Board  hatl  already  resolved  to  comply  with  the  last  section  of  the 
act  in  which  those  aspirants  to  academical  places  and  honors  were  men- 
f tioned,  and  designed  to  be  foisted  into  supremacy.  That  section  is  in 
these  words : 

^^Be  it  enacted,  that  the  buildings  of  the  said  Academy  shall  be  erected 
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on  the  most  convenient  situation  on  the  hill  immediately  above  Nashville, 
and  near  to  the  'road  leading  to  Buchanan’ s Mill ; and  that  the  Trustees 
aforesaid  shall  proceed  to  erect  buildings,  and  employ  tutors  to  proceed 
to -the  business  of  tuition,  as  soon  as  the  funds  will  permit.” 

The  boys  had  many  a rhyme  with  the  words, 

“ The  Academy  on  the  hill,  '' 

Near  the  road 
Leading  to  Buck’s  Mill 

and  such  queries  as,  ^*At  which  place  the  best  grinding  was  done  ?”  etc. 

On  24th  December,  Board  met  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Talbot,  (Talbot’s 
Tavern,)  in  Nashville. 

^•Ordered,  that  Thomas  B.  Craighead  and  Daniel  Smith  be  continued 
a committee  to  receive  books  from  Mr,  Deadrick  for  the  Trustees,  and 
settle  for  the  same  as  soon  as  convenience  will  admit,  after  the  General’s 
return  from  Congress.” 

In  this  order  there  are  several  noticeable  facts  for  the  year  1708  : Ad- 
ditions to  the  library  through  the  agency  of  Merchant  Deadrick,  and  that 
General  Smith  was  then  a Senator  in  Congress. 

‘•Ordered,  that  H.  Tatum,  Es.j.,  be  and  he  is  hereby  invested  with  full 
and  ample  power  to  settle  with  William  T.  Lewis  for  rents  due  by  him,  . , . 
and  for  all  damages  the  Trustees  have  sustained  by  reason  of  said  Wil- 
liam not  complying  with  the  terms  of  his  lease ; , . . . also  to  receive  all 
mone}'s  due  from  said  William,  John  McNairy,  and  all  others,  and  report 
accordingly.” 

1799.  April  10th. — Met  at  house  of  Kobert  Hay.  A long  entry  about 
a lease  to  Abram  Boyd,  neglect  of  fences,  repair  of  boats,  loss  of  pad- 
dles, etc.,  and  a compromise. 

“Ferry  rented  at  8100,  to  Peter  Johnston,  who  is  to  find  a chain,” 
etc.  xVnother  chain  is  linked  to  this. 

It  may  be  presumed,  from  the  act  of  15th  April,  1796,  that  there  was 
dissatisfaction  among  some  of  the  citizens  with  the  old  Trustees  and  their 
management,  and  a wish,  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  ones,  to  infuse 
more  life  and  energy,  or  another  spirit,  into  the  Board  and  the  operations 
of  the  institution. 

What  particular  grievances  were  alleged,  or  negligences  charged,  we 
venture  not  to  suggest.  How  far  political  and  religious  sentiments  were 
operative,  need  not  be  mentioned.  The  history  of  that  period  is  full  of 
incidents  connected  with  both  topics.  Flashes  broke  forth  on  every  side 
from  the  surrounding  darkness.  There  was  gathering  a political  tornado; 
there  was  coming  a religious  frenzy. 
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As  connected  with  the  Academy,  politics  seemed  to  have  more  influ- 
ence than  religion.  Some  of  the  citizens  set  up  and  patronized  a rival 
institution.  The  name  assumed  for  this  new  school  is  indicative  and  sig- 
nificant. They  called  it  “ The  Federal  Seminary.” 

Population  did  not  require,  the  wealth  of  the  citizens  could  not  sus- 
tain, two  schools;  therefore  efforts  were  made  by  some  calm  and  judicious 
persons  for  a union  : that  “the  two  should  be  consolidated.” 

A conference  was  had  between  Rev.  Mr.  Craighead  and.  Mr.  George 
MeWhirter  on  the  part  of  Davidson  Academy,  and  Judge  MeXairy,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lewis,  and  Dr.  Henning  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Seminary, 
about  9th  August,  at  which  the  latter  Trustees  proposed  a union,  and 
that  the  institution  should  be  incorporated  and  viewed  as  belonging  to 
Davidson  Academy,  “together  with  its  teacher!”  that  it  should  be  kept 
near  Nashville,  and  the  funds  united ; in  which  case,  they  would  give  us 
all  the  assistance  in  their  power.” 

This  is  the  snbstance  of  the  report  of  this  conference,  as  spread  upon 
the  records  of  Davidson  Academy. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  and  proposition  was  “deferred  to  some 
other  meeting.”  The  old  soldiers  were  in  no  great  haste  : they  pass  to 
the  consideration  of  other  matters.  There  follow  various  orders.  ••  Mem- 
bers generally,  and  Daniel  Smith  in  particular”  are  directed  to  make 
inquiries  about  lands  belonging  to  the  Academy. 

1800.  June  IGth. — Proceedings  relative  to  rents,  leases,  repairs  of  river 
bank  at  ferry- landing,  fences,  etc.  These  matters  being  attended  to,  re- 
pairs made,  and  fences  put  up,  they  let  down  the  bars  and  admitted  the 
United  States  Federal  Judge. 

A consolidation  of  the  two  schools,  Academy  and  Seminary,  had  taken  ' 
place;  and  what  we  remark  as  somewhat  peculiar,  the  points  of  discus- 
sion and  controversy  are  kept  off  the  record ; and  not  a word  is  said  of 
the  day  or  the  manner  in  which  this  rivalry  is  terminated. 

At  this  meeting  of  the  16th  June,  Judge  McNairy  is  present,  and  so 
is  David  Shelby,  and  the  old  Board  admit  them  very  politely  to  seats, 
and  give  them  something  to  do. 

1801.  February  25th. — “ Judge  McNairy  and  IMr.  MeWhirter  are  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  rent  lands,  complete  contracts,  and  sell  rails!” 

These  two  gentlemen  had  not  “ pulled  evenly  together,”  or  worked  in 
the  same  “political  traces,”  in  years  gone  by;  but  now,  in  the  cause  of 
education,  they  work  like  good  “wheel-horses.”  Such  were  the  figures 
used. 

Mr.  William  T,  Lewis  had  been  as.sociated  with  Judge  5IcNairy  in  the 
Federal  Seminary  movement,  and  as  there  was  a matter  of  a little  deli- 
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cacy  between  the  old  Board  and  Mr.  Lewis  about  ^Hlie  East  Field/'  tlie 
matter  of  settlement  was  committed  to  the  “lion.  John  MeNairy,  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court/'  and  he  obtained  the  corn  and  pumpkins  I 

“'Colonel  Yv’illiam  Donelson,  who  lived  on  adjoining  land^  was  empow- 
ered to  manage  the  Kasper’s  Lick  tract  of  land." 

1802.  “Ilichard  Boyd  rented  the  ferry  at  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum;  but  on  25th  February,  1803,  he  is  reported  as  having  fiiiled  to 
give  proper  security : whereupon  General  Robertson  leased  it,  at  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  two  years.  He  enters  into 
bond  to  keep  ferry-house,  boats,  and  landing  in  good  condition,  and  that 
the  ferry  should  be  faithfully  attended  to  for  public  convenience,  and  to 
deliver  all  in  good  repair." 

Here  is  the  chief  citizen,  the  first  man  in  Middle  Tennessee,  “ the 
father  of  the  country,"  (so  acknowledged  by  all,)  engaging  that  this  im- 
portant “crossing"  should  be  “faithfully  attended  to  for  public  conven- 
ience.” 

General  Ptobertson’s  residence  was  about  five  miles  from  the  ferry; 
but  he  engaged  a trusty  steersman,  and  put  old  Jack  at  the  oars,  and  emi- 
grants, travellers,  and  citizens  “were  all  ferried  over." 

But  all  matters  are  not  settled  quietly  and  permanently  in  favor  of  the 
Academy.  Some  discontented  Trustees  and  subscribers  desired  to  remove 
the  school  to  Sumner  count i/ 1 It  seems  to  have  been  agreed  that  this 
question  should  be  decided  by  and  in  favor  of  the  largest  amount  sub- 
scribed in  favor  of  either  place — Nashville  and  Montpelier. 

YTilliam  P.  iVnderson  was  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions  in  favor  of 
Nashville,  and  Colonel  Edward  Douglas  for  Montpelier.  The  result 
was  in  favor  of  Nashville,  and  therefore  Nashville  has  the  University. 
And  now  the  Trustees  resolve  to  erect  buildings. 

July  15th. — General  Jackson  and  General  Bobertson  are  appointed  to 
superintend  the  erection  of  the  Academy." 

“Besolved,  that  a number  of  lots  be  laid  off  ready  to  be  sold  on  24th 
October  next,  under  the  direction  of  General  Bobertson  and  General 
Smith,  reserving  ten  acres  for  the  use  of  the  Academy.” 

This  first  effort  was  to  sell  lots  subject  to  a ground-rent.  That  was  an 
idea  which  the  people  of  a new  country  could  not  countenance.  Land 
here  was  almost  as  free  as  air  and  water.  The  aim  and  purpose  of  emi- 
grants was  to  possess  an  unencumbered  freehold — a fee-simple  title  to 
farms  and  town-lots.  Hence  these  two  Commissioners  report,  (on  October 
26th,)  ‘‘The  lots  will  not  sell,  subject  to  a ground-rent;"  therefore, 
“Clrdered,  that  they  be  sold  on  28th  November  next,  at  nine  months' 
credit,  giving  a fee-simple  title." 
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November  28th, — This  day  sixteen  lots  were  sold,  at  from  $40  to  8150 
per  lot.  Amount  of  sale  of  sixteen  lots,  81263  50.  The  sale  was  con- 
tinued the  next  day,  w'hen  twenty-three  lots  were  sold,  at  from  816  to 
871  per  lot.  Amount  of  this  day’s  sale,  82129  50. 

A comparison  of  the  present  value  of  these  lots  with  the  sales  of  1803, 
would  be  interesting.  The  difference  between  half  a million  and  less  than 
thirty-four  hundred  dollars,  w^ould  perhaps  cause  a momentary  regret. 
But  without  sales,  the  town  could  not  have  been  enlarged,  population 
increased,  nor  the  Academy  sustained. 

Nov.  29th. — Ordered  that  lots  of  one  acre  be  surveyed  on  Market 
street.  First,  Second,  and  east  side  of  Third  street,  and  all  the  laud  to 
the  westward,  into  four-acre  lots;  leaving  a street  (Broad  street)  be- 
tween Ahrshville  and  the  Academy  lands,  and  sales  to  commence  on  second 
Friday  of  January  next.  3Iansker’s  Lick  tract  to  be  sold  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  December.” 

“General  Winchester  authorized  to  close  contract  with  undertakers  of 
the  building.” 

1804.  January  19th. — “On  the  epuestion : Will  the  Trustees  proceed 
to  business  under  the  late  law  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  entitled  “An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a College^  and  incorporate 
the  Trustees  thereof,  in  Davidson  county  ? 

“It  was  carried  unanimously,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  taking  the 
opinion  of  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  in  the  negative.’''^ 

1804.  — Judge  McNairy  resigned;  Moses  Fisk  appointed  Trustee  in  his 
place. 

Craighead  and  Smith  a Committee  on  Memorial  to  Legislature,  setting 
forth  ill  effects  of  their  late  law,  and  its  illegality,  as  the  Trustees  are 
advised. 

Messrs.  Fisk  and  Shelby  to  draff  a Petition  to  Congress,  praying  for  a 
grant  of  lands  to  the  Academy. 

“Adjourned  to  meet  second  day. of  Federal  Court 

“Academy  building  to  be  45  feet  by  40  feet  long  And  Messrs. 
Craighead  and  Itobertson  restricted  to  these  dimensions  for  the  building  I 

1805.  May  31st. — General  llobertson.  General  Smith,  and  Colonel 
Ilay  resigned.  They  had  served  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  were 
seldom  absent  from  the  meetings.  Robert  C.  Foster,  David  3IcGavock, 
and  Joseph  Coleman  chosen  to  till  these  vacancies. 

Ferry  knised  for  seven  years  to  Josiah  Horton  at  8650  per  annum. 


* An  act  paasc'l  at  Knoxville,  25tii  October,  1803.  This  act  was  repealed  by 
act  of  4th  March,  1801. 
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Nor.  26tli. — Andrew  Jackson  resigned;  Judge  Robert  TTbyte  elected 
in  his  room.  Jackson  was  seldom  absent. 

Charles  Cabaniss  has  contracted  for  building  the  Academy  building  at 
810,890. 

1806.  January  21st. — ‘^The  Bunker-Hill  farm  sold  for  8255.^^  "Where 
was  this  farm  ? . 

The  Board  purchased  the  relinquishment  of  the  claim  of  Tait  and 
Stothart  to  twenty-one  acres  of  land  between  Johnson’s  Spring  branch  at 
the  Academy  ferry,  and  Manifee’s  line  near  the  river.  Part  of  lot  16, 
a large  one,  is  reseiwed  perpetually  from  sale  and  improvement. 

The  limits  of  the  lots  and  square  reserved  for  the  buildings  of  the 
Academy  are  specified,  and  considered  hincUng  between  the  Academy 
and  the  purchasers  of  lots  adjoining. 

(Here  may  arise  legal  c|uestions  of  much  perplexity  and  importance 
at  some  day.)  ’ 

The  margin  of  the  river  is  also  reserved  from  sale — say  from  low-water 
mark  to  the  top  of  the  bank. 

^•Lot  Xoi  27  is  conveyed  to  the  Cedar  Street  Church, "on  condition 
that  they  cease  to  use  lot  No.  7 as  a burying-ground.” 

March  29th. — Out-Lot  No.  26’  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  to  be  used  as  a public  burying-ground,  instead  of  the 
Meeting-house  lot.”  ‘ ' 

July  19th. — A petition  to  the  Legislature  prepared,  praying  that 
Davidson  Academy  may  be  erected  into  a College,  contemplated  by  the 
late  Act  of  Congress,  to  be  established  in  West  Tennessee. 

Dec.  2d. — ‘‘At  a meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Davidson 
Academy  at  Nashville — present.  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead,  President, 
James  Winchester,  Robert  Searcy,  R.  C.  Foster,  David  McGavock — 
after  the  execution  and  acknowledgment  of  sundry  deeds,  ‘‘The  Board 
adjourned  without  day.” 

And  now  Davidson  Academy  is  to  be  merged  in  CiLmherland  College. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

1806. 

By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  18th  April^ 
1806,  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  authorized  to  issue  and  perfect  titles 
to  certain  lands  therein  mentioned  ; and  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Stnte,  by  an  act  to  establish  a College  in  lYest  Tennessee,  incorporated  a 
body  of  nineteen  trustees — placing  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead  as  the 
first  named  in  the  list,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Davidson  College,' ^ 
in  the  preamble  of  the  act,  it  being  stated  to  be  upon  the  petition  of  the 
Trustees  of  Davidson  Academy — vesting  all  the  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, of  said  Academy  in  the  Trustees  of  the  College. 

By  the  6th  section  it  is  provided  that  one  moiety  of  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  described  in  the  23d  section 
of  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  a Register  of  the  Land-Office,  and  sale 
of  lands  south  of  French  Broad  and  Ilolston,  agreeably,  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State  and  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  therein  referred 
to,  etc.,  etc. 

1806,  Sept.  11th. — The  first  meeting  of  Trustees  of  the  College  was  at 
Talbot’s  Hotel,  Nashville,  when  .Joseph  Coleman,  first  Mayor  of  the  city, 
was  chosen  to  preside,  until  a president  should  be  duly  elected.  3Ir. 
Craighead  was  not  present  at  this  meeting — perhaps  the  only  absence  in 
twenty  years;  bnt  at  the  next  meeting,  July  21,  he  is  unanimously 
elected  President.  And  thus  he  is  honored  in  the  Collegiate  as  he  had 
been  in  the  Academic  Board : an  honor  which  he  deserved. 

First  Term  in  College : ^^Resolved,  that  the  College  be  opened  for 
reception  of  students  on  1st  day  of  September  next.’'  Books  and  ap- 
paratus to  the  amount  of  81000  purchased. 

From  the  Rules  and  Regulations”  adopted  by  the  Board,  we  copy 
the  following : 

It  will  be  improper  to  suffi'r  the  students  to  attend  assemblages,  balls, 
theatrical  exhibitioms,  parties  of  pleasure  and  amusement,  and  more  to 
freipient  gaming-tables,  taverns,  and  places  of  di.ssipation. 
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^^Thoy  should  seldom  indulge  themselves  in  going  to  toim,  except  on 
necessary  business,  which  should  he  dispatched  hastily,  that  they  may 
return  to  College  without  delay/^ 

The  foregoing  rules  have  ever  been  respected — pretty  much  after  the 
example  set  in  the  observance  of  the  prescriptions  of  the  following  re- 
gulation : 

Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  tutors,  in  all  their  oS- 
cial  duties,  wear  a College  habit,  or  loose  upper  garment,  made  of  some 
light  black  stuff  or  fille  model,  after  the  manner  of  the  surplice  or  gown 
worn  by  gentlemen  of  the  literary  professions,  distinguished  by  black 
tossels  on  the  shoulders  or  sleeves,  as  badges  of  office;  and  that  the 
students  also  wear  black  govv^ns  of  similar  material,  but  u'ifJiout  the  fos^els 
when  they  attend  on  recitations,  prayers,  public  speaking,  public  worship, 
and  when  they  walk  into  the  town 

1809.  — By  act  of  Legislature:  ordinance,  rule,  or  by-laws 

shall  ever  be  made  or  entered  into  so  as  to  give  a preference  to  any  one 
denomination  of  Christians.” 

October  19th. — Board  met:  Eev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead  absent. 
Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Dr.  James  Priestly,  to  know  whether 
he  will  accept  the  office  of  President.” 

October  24th. — Dr.  Priestly  unanimously  elected  President.’^ 

Mr.  Craighead  served  as  President  of  the  College  two  years  and  three 
months.  The  assertion  that  he  never  was  President  of  the  College”  is 
unfounded. 

1810.  January  15th.  — Ordered  that  College  lot  be  enclosed  by 
cedar  post  and  rail  fence;  and  that  iMessrs.  Foster  and  Lewis  have  plank 
steps  made  to  the  doors  of  the  College;  and  that  Treasurer  pay  .Joel 
Lewis  65,  for  conveying  two  letters  to  Black  and  Perkins : adjourned,  to 
meet  at  the  College  29tli  inst.” 

January  30th. — ‘*Dr.  Priestly  appeared,  and  took  his  scat  as  President 
of  this  Board.” 

1811.  — Nothing  worthy  of  note. 

1812.  — Nothing  worthy  of  note.  Students  desire  to  witness  military 
parades;  and  break  some  windows. 

1813.  January  8th. — Full  Board;  unanimous  vote : Two  students,  of 
good  capacity,  expelled,  for  non-compliance  with  rules  prescribing  course 
of  study : one  of  these  has  attained  eminence  as  a politician  in  Ten- 
nessee, served  much  in  Congress,  as  a Postmaster-General,  Bank  Presi- 
dent, and  in  other  positions. 

All  boys  are  not  ruined  by  discipline : expulsion  docs  not  always 
disgrace,  or  destroy  friendships ; and  yet  they  are  feic,  whose  energies 
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are  so  aroused  and  exerted  by  sucb  discipline  that  ^^they  were  then 
awaked  to  greatness.'^ 

January  20th. — The  students  in  College  disapproved  this  act.  of  the 
Board,  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  following  eifort  to  “ kill  off 
sympathy  f ' 

^^Resohed^  That  when  a student  is  expelled  or  suspended,  he  must 
quit  the  College  iramedw.tehj,  and  not  return  to  it  on  any  occasion  with- 
out permission  of  the  Board  or  Faculty;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  society  or  student  in  College  to  give  a certificate  to  any  one  who  is 
expelled,  suspended,  or  under  censure.'’^  ■ 

This  w'as  spoken  of  as  a restraint  upon  the  right  of  private  opinion — 
an  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  speech  ; and  the  students  declared, 
though  they  have  turned  Cave- out,  we  will  not  ‘ cave  in.’  ” But  when 
there  came  a sober  second  thought,”  better  counsels  prevailed,  and  quiet 
was  restored  ; though  some  ‘^wished  to  be  expelled  and  join  the  army.” 
War  was  then  in  progress. 

April  Iffth. — Committee  report  sale  of  the  Ferry  and  reserved  land  at 
ST005  25.^" 

May  22d. — A committee  of  lawyers — Messrs.  McNairy,  Haywood, 
Grundy,  and  Beck — requested  to  report  what  ought  to  be  done  to  recover 
the  property  of  the  College. 

Here  is  something  w hich  should  be  posted  at  the  corners  of  the  streets 
for  the  consideration  of  the  citizens  of  Xashville : 

Resolved j that  as  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  citizens,  so  it  is  especially 
the  duty  of  the  Trustees,  to  countenance  and  encourage  students  by  all 
means  in  their  power,  that  so  our  country  may  have  the  benefit  of  as 
much  knowledge  and  virtue  as  possible,  and  that,  consequently,  to 
nerjlect  examinations  and  commencements,  is  to  show  a disregard  of  public 
good.” 

August  30th. — At  this  meeting  Bev.  Thomas  B.  Craighead  appears  as 
a Trustee.  Xomen  indeleLile.  President  Priestly  was  not  present. 
Board  adjourned  to  September  3d. 

September  3d. — Degree  of  A.  B.  conferred  upon  several  graduates — 
among  whom  appears  Ephraim  H.  Foster,  ^^the  noblest  Roman  of  them 
all.” 

The  Honorable  Robert  Whyte  is  added  to  the  committee  of  able 
lawyers — to  report  “ what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  recover  the 
funds  of  the  College.” 

Here  end  the  Records,  (as  far  as  we  have  seen  them,)  and  the  connec- 
tion of  Thomas  B.  Craighead,  the  founder  of  the  institution,  therewith. 
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Others,  Priestly  and  Lindsley,  enlightened  Christians,  ripe  scholars, 
and  accomplished  gentlemen,  came  as  successors. 

We  iihall  not  attempt  the  history  of  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  these  recent  years,  resulting  in  the  improvements  and  prosperity 
* of  the  present  day. 

The  view  of  the  College  buildings  which  we  present  is  correct.  The 
•buildings  of  the  Medical  College  are  not  shown  in  this  view. 
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This  is  a noble  cbarity,  in  ever)"  respect  creditable  to  tbe  State.  The 
buildings,  arrangements,  and  conveniences  are  not  surpassed  in  all  the 
country.  The  body  of  land  is  rich,  and  happily  varied  in  surface  and 
soil.  There  are  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres  in  this  farm,  and  in 
its  management  it  yields  largely  to  the  pleasure,  comfort,  and  support 
of  the  inmates  or  patients. 

The  whole  edifice  presents  a front  of  four  hundred  and  nine  feet,  and 
will  accommodate  three  hundred  persons. 

These  buildings,  (of  which  we  furnish  a correct  view,)  front  on  the 
Murfreesboro’  Turnpike,  and  are  six  miles  from  Nashville. 

The  rooms  are  warmed  and  ventilated  by  steam.  Provision  is  made 
to  board,  clothe,  nurse,  and  watch  over  one  hundred  indigent  patients  at 
the  expense  of  the  State;  all  other  patients  are  charged  at  moderate 
rates,  according  to  their  condition  mentally  and  physically,  and  their 
wants,  as  may  be  required  by  their  friends  or  guardians. 
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654  POPULATIOX  OF 


Counties,  wheft  erected. 

Incorporated  or  Oi 

Towns,  when 
ganized. 

Population  of  1 
Towns  in  1850.  i 

j 1790. 

ISOO. 

Bedford, 

1807 

Skelh^ville,  . 

1809-1819 

Cannon,  . 

1835 

Ciieatliam,  . 

1S5C 

Cumberland, 

1855 

Coffee, 

1835 

Davidson, 

1783-1784 

8459 

9965 

Nashville  j 

1784-1806 

11,520 

De  Kalby 

1837 

Dickson, 

1803 

i 

Fentress, 

1827 

I 

Franklin, 

1807 

1 

Giles, 

1809 

1 

1 

Grundy, 

1844-1818 

Hardin, 

1819 

i 

Hickman, 

1807 

! 

Humphreys, 

1809 

Jackson, 

1801 

j 

Lawrence, 

1817 

j 

Lewis,  . 

1843-1848 

1 

Lincoln,  . 

1809 

Macon, 

1842 

IMarshall, 

1835 

Maury, 

1807  . 

Columbia^ 

1807-1817 

. 3000 

Montgomery, 

1786-1787 

1387 

2899 

Clarksville, 

1795-1819 

2600  I 

Overton, 

1806 

1 

Putnam,  . 

1842-1854 

1 

^Fiobertson,  . 

1796-1797 

1 

4280 

Springfield, 

1796-1819 

400  1 

Ftutlierford,  . 

1803 

1 

Smith, 

1799 

I 

4294 

Stewart, 

1803 

1 

1 

Sumner,  . 

1786-1787 

1 

4616 

2196 

Gallatin, 

1801-1815 

1000 

"VVarren,  . 

1807 

Me  Minnville, 

1813-1833 

1500 

1 

AVayne,  . 

1817 

AVhite, 

1806 

• 

Sparta,  . 

1809-1813 

500  1 

AVilliamson,  . 

1807 

1 

Franklin, 

1815 

,1000 

"Wilson, 

1801 

Lebanon, 

1802 

1 

Van  J^uren,  . 

1847 

i 

1 

j 0102 

23,634 

• Tliene  counties  wero  fornioil  from  the  original  “Tennessee  County,’’  which  corjtaine>l  at  the 
“First  Census”  a population  of  13!j7. — Wherever  there  fipp**ars  a deorec.-e of  population  at  any  decade. 
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, 1810. 

lS-20. 

1830. 

ISIO. 

1S50. 

1858. 

8242 

16,012 

30,444 

20,546 

21,511 

3173 

7193 

8982 

7000 

4000 

8184 

8351 

15,608 

20,154 

28,089 

30,509 

38,882 

snpposed 

3400 

5566 

6929 

32,000 

5868 

8016 

4516 

5190 

7260 

7074 

8404 

2760 

3550 

4454 

5730 

16,577 

15,644 

12,033 

13,768 

4546 

12,558 

18,920 

21,494 

25,949 

8245 

2773 

10,328 

2583 

6080 

8132 

8618 

9397 

1511 

4067 

6189 

5195 

6422 

5401 

7593 

9902 

12,872 

15,673 

7121 

9280 

4438 

6104 

14,761 

22,086 

21,493 

23,492 

14,555 

6948 

15,616 

10,359 

22,140 

28,153 

28,186 

29,520 

8021 

12,219 

14,365 

16,927 

21,211 

5643 

7128 

8246 

9279 

11,211 

Eecently  organized 

7270 

9938 

13,302 

13,801 

16,145 

10,265 

19,552 

26,133 

24,280 

29,122 

11,649 

17,580 

21,492 

21,179 

18,412 

4262 

8397 

6988 

8587 

9719 

13,792 

19,211 

20,606 

22,445 

22,717 

5725 

10,341 

lo,351 

10,803 

10,179 

2459 

6013 

7705 

8170 

4028 

8701 

9967 

10,747 

11,444 

13,153 

20,610 

26,608 

27,006 

27,201 

11,952 

18,730 

25,477 

24,460 

27,443 

2674 

160,360 

283,588 

377,693 

! 426,884 

4i'l!),424 

it  ia  owing  to  tlie  organi/arioa  of  new  counties.  The  Metropolis  and  several  of  the  county  towns 
have  grown  rapidly  since  IboO. 
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TABUI-AK  STATEMENT  OF  THE 


T^VEULAE  STATEMENT  OF  THE 


COCTiTHS. 

Town  Lots. 

1 Value. 

Acres  of  Land. 

Value. 

AnclersoH; 

Bentou, 

62 

8 26.500 

209,426 

,8  859,830 

68 

21,060 

260,367 

611,110 

Blount,  . 

389,359 

-1,837,644 

Bedford; 

Bradley, 

376 

475,785 

297,769 

5,284,075 

319 

217,460 

211,216 

' 2,066,685 

Cannon, 

87 

37,525 

159,533  1 

1,304,929 

Campbell, 

59 

12,525 

392,526 

<347,190 

Carter, 

76 

I 34,000 

270,247 

770,749 

Carroll,  . ' 

249 

1 108,715 

367,164 

2,284,977 

Cheatham, 

189,982 

843,9  55 

Coffee, 

33 

107,925 

328,662 

1,405,251 

Cocke, 

6 

26,375 

243,597 

1,192,125 

Cumberland, 

278,921 

241,705 

Davidson, 

4734 

310,978 

19.122,420 

Decatur, 

668,090 

De  Kalb, 

200 

38,375 

181,516 

881,590 

Dyer, 

Fentress, 

81,285 

389,967 

1,659,546 

69 

* 

32<3,148 

Franklin, 

7,140 

397,504 

1,869,185 

Gibson, 

209,980  . 

393,134 

3,186,239 

Grainger, 

60 

33,900 

187,811 

1.625,550 

Greene, 

438,908 

2;687,876 

Grundy, 

75 

8.072 

205,477 

596.913 

Hamilton,  . 

625,641 

! 379,754 

2,115,703 

Hancock, 

55 

14,950 

108,878 

5<30,807 

Hardeman,  . 

270,395 

414,829 

3.223,222 

Plawkins, 

76 

80,900 

330,705 

i 1.971,962 

Haywood,  . 

244 

201,910 

388,069 

1 3.452.130 

Henderson, 

149 

82,955 

383,452 

1 1,617,688 

Henry, 

307 

315,510 

356,233 

! 2,980.637 

Hickman, 

61 

24,775 

374,568 

1,126,945 

Humphreys, 

47 

29,450 

357,935 

779,218 

Johnson, 

40 

16,400 

198,944 

480,<)64 

Knox, 

791 

1,073,125 

310,709 

3,249,710 

Lauderdale, 

118 

31,!i80 

293,223 

i 1,212,586 

Lawrence,  . 

133 

72,954 

400,162 

1 1,144,804 

Lincoln, 

218 

188,720 

408,416  1 

3,907,758 

INladison, 

i 23,450 

382,590 

3,561.305 

IMariun,  . 

455.963  i 

954,680 

Marshall,  . 

173 

57,375 

213,627 

2,525,059 

jMaury, 

557 

594.050 

37ti,675  j 

6,128.093 

McXairy, 

201 

87,920 

385,  < .) » : 

1,325.2>8 

McMiim, 

270 

128,160 

276,295 

I 2.000,990 

■Meigs, 

132.355 

913.<;i5 

Monroe,  . 

160 

58,200 

435.483  1 

1,773,410 

yiiij 
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TAXABLE  PROPERTY  OF  TEXXESSEE— 1857. 


No.  of  Slaves  under  12 
aud  over  40  years. 

Value. 

Value  of  all  otlier 
Taxable  Property. 

Total  Value. 

State  Tax 
on. 

250 

S 208,400 

$ 91,975 

$ 1,180,705 

S 1,661 

204 

104,450 

15,949 

261,766 

812,409 

1,137 

577 

464,700 

2,504,110 

0,599 

3004  ' 

2,345,50) 

579,726 

8,655,086 

12,117 

501 

348,050 

110,810 

2,749,905 

3,849 

387 

33  i ,5 i 8 

75,253 

1,753,285 

2,454 

152 

120,800 

47,904 

834,419 

1,545 

170 

124,150 

34,323 

963,222 

1,348 

1823 

1,435,100 

197,334 

4,056,526 

5.685 

782 

609,525 

96,173 

1,549,653 

2,169 

612 

480,010 

59,283 

2,052,469 

. 2,873 

370 

290,750 

64,972 

1,574,222 

2,203 

GO 

45,150 

8,070 

294,925 

412 

6599 

4,280,415 

299,080 

1,681,769 

29,919 

25,090,004 

1,035,404 

36,636 

1,449 

375 

314,750 

84,588 

1,362,213 

2,468,053 

1,907 

976 

740,800 

57,652 

3,958 

70 

40,850 

1,082,250 

15,608 

395,806 

857 

1514 

136,650 

3,088,091 

4,323 

2302 

1,719,000 

129,219 

5,244,398 

7,342 

504 

• 340,200 

151,881 

2,151,531 

3,012 

542 

304,075 

238,577 

3,230,528 

4,522 

121 

99,000 

289,511 

794,196 

1,272 

749 

508,100 

170,596 

3,480,040 

4,872 

' 118 

100,250 

40,085 

710,992 

1.365 

3621 

3,439,770 

517,337 

7,450,727 

2,891,146 

11,163 

891 

568,750 

269,534 

4,047 

5249 

4,489.800 

392,010 

8,535,850 

12,708 

1559 

1,209,500 

112,899 

3,093,042 

. 4,330 

2501 

1,991,975 

279,934 

5,568,056 

8,781 

938 

088,270 

146,227 

1,980,217 

2,780 

606 

478,100 

28,019 

1,314,787 

1,840 

93 

54,900 

47,173 

599,137 

838 

1122 

840,770 

328,058 

5,497,003 

7,697 

1129 

980,070 

32,801 

2,257,497 

3,160 

590 

461,150 

'241,009 

1,930,517 

2,702 

2806 

2,128,990 

475,944 

6,699,412 

9,379 

4547 

3,793,950 

149,005 

8,228,370 

12,461 

348 

204,750 

38,585 

1,258,015 

1,761 

1028 

i 1,441,388 

270.105 

4,293,927 

6,679 

6326 

4,549,300 

600,039 

11,877,482 

16,542 

801 

055,07  5 

113,734 

2,182,017 

i 3.055 

8^0 

705,220 

210,038 

2,129,150  1 

2,980 

272 

221,100 

03,201 

1,197,910  1 

1 1,677 

685 

534,000 

187,029 

2,552,039  1 

1 0,5 1 O 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  OP  THE 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE 


C0tINTI£8. 

Town  Lots. 

Value. 

Acres  of  Land. 

Value. 

Morgan, 

50 

8 6,770 

401,439 

8 226,214 
1,256,598 

Overton, 

105 

37,525  : 

328,591 

Perry, 

74 

14,620 

434,301  . 

901,883 

Polk, 

218 

26,275 

198,076  ' 

3,073,597 

Putnam, 

106 

11,483 

333,217 

637,512 

Kobertson, 

* 

106,320 

273,490 

2,592,355 

Rbea, 

65 

7,030 

149.874 

605,320 

Ilutberford, 

364 

556,522 

352,972 

4,937,735 

Sevier, 

45 

9,200 

533,557 

672,945 

Shelby,  . 

* 

10,423,513 

539,947 

11,663,905 

Smith, 

69,100 

230,173 

2,383,737 

Stewart,  . 

88 

39.215 

396,173 

1,314,431 

Sullivan, 

319 

124;230 

278,007 

2,458,372 

Tipton,  . 

250 

51,625 

278,498 

2,207,938 

Van  Buren, 

85 

10,170 

348,249 

209,341 

IVarren,  . 

144 

188,785 

247,998 

1,72  J, 600 

Washington, 

150,300 

302,677 

2,031,540 

Wayne,  . 
W eakley. 

50,015 

403,617 

361,410 

899,496 

2,582,906 

Wilson,  . 

233 

361,085 

363,681 

5,377,206 

Williamson, 

240,630 

361,514 

6,357,516 

White, 

104 

44,020 

219,971 

855,215 

* Not  given. 
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TAXABLE  PROPERTY  OP  TENNESSEE — 1857.  659 


TAXAELE  PROPERTY  OF  TEXXESSEE— 1857. 


No.  of  Slaves  under  12 
and  over  40  years. 

Value. 

Value  of  all  other 
Taxable  Property. 

Total  Value. 

State  Tax 
on. 

57 

3 28,500 

S 5,270 

$ 206,760 

8 373 

525 

426,350 

90,930 

1,811,409 

2,.535 

215 

189,200 

34,544 

1,143,247  ■ 

1,600 

2.58 

215,930 

29,739 

3,345,.541 

408 

295 

237,.538 

274,671 

1,161,254 

1,625 

2223  • 

1,730,190 

442,567 

5,314,005 

7,.541 

245 

169,050 

45,767 

827,167 

1,158 

5518 

3,945,462 

524,314 

9,963,033 

14,884 

225 

144,350 

09,137 

895,630 

1,2.53 

7919 

6,411,302 

717,321 

29,344,907 

43.482 

1980 

1,393,290 

284,7.34 

4,130,801 

5J83 

1844 

1,238,805 

99,414 

2,091,865 

3,768 

489 

301,800 

253,029 

3,138,031 

4,393 

2463 

, 2,134,.550 

2.31,425 

6,475,732 

6,939 

125 

98,450 

19,217 

337,178 

472 

1034 

820,600 

100,057 

3,971,858 

. 3,971 

496 

350,050 

145,783 

2,677,673 

3,748 

574 

482,439 

78,211 

1,510,161 

2,114 

1730 

1,333,640 

277,043 

4,194,189 

5,871 

8570 

2,888,220 

647,508 

9,373,019 

14,330 

5826 

4,504,150 

1,041,002 

12,203,298 

17,084 

565 

412,700 

119,436 

1,431,371 
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CITY  OF  NASHVILLE.  - 

1787  AND  1858. 

In  1787 — Twenty-six  ‘Licre  Lots/^  price  £4^  North  Carolina  currency, 
Tax  $1=  $26. 

In  1858— Valuation  of  City  Lots,  $9,983,399 ; 1715  Slaves,  $1,419,800; 
Carriages,  $28,885;  Stocks,  $209,341;  Plate  and  Jewelry,  20,884; 
Pianos,  $45,060 ; IVatchcs,  $47,536;  Total,  $11,754,905. 

Corporation  Tax,  $123,425  80 ; School  Tax,  $26,189  83 ; Total, 
$149,615  63. 


1794. 


^‘McNairy  John,  640  acres  in  Tennessee  County. 

640  Davidson  Richland  Creek. 

French  Lick. 

‘ where  I now  live.’' 


200 

477 

1000,  1000,  1000,  640 
640 
1622 
1000 
640 

1000 


On  Stone’s  River. 

“ S.  side  of  Cumberland  River. 

Sumner  County,  first  fork,  Obed’s  River. 
“ Davidson  County,  on  Hickman  Creek. 
Tennessee  County,  where  Virginia  line 
crosses  the  Cumberland. 

‘‘  Davidson  County,  on  waters  of  Stone’s 
River. 


10,499  acres. — 7 Slaves,  11  Town  Lots. 

Total  Tax,  $31  49|.”(I!) 

We  give  this  as  an  illustration. 

At  the  first  assessment  of  real  estate,  (1787,)  the  principal  propert}'- 
holders  were,  the  Boyds,  Bosleys,  Buchanans,  Blackemore,  Cartwright, 
Carr,  Conrad,  Castleman,  Clarke,  Donelson,  Drake,  Dunham,  Ewing, 
Espey,  Elliott,  Foster,  Frazer,  Guise,  Gillespie,  Hogan,  Hay,  Heaton, 
Hays,  Hornbarger,  Loggans,  Lanier,  Lancaster,  McFarland,  Mayfield, 
Molloy,  Menees,  Manifee,  Neelly,  Nevill,  Prince,  Pirtle,  Payne,  Robert- 
son, Ram_^?y,  Stuart,  Shaw,  Shannon,  Stump,  Shelby,  Thompson,  Titus, 
Todd,  Walker,  Wells,  Williams. 

The  McGavocks  purchased  in  1788— 1790.  Colonel  Weakley,  the 

Hydes,  Hoopers,  and  others,  appear  on  the  Tax  List  in  1789;  and  so 
does  ^'Jordan  River” 
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INDEX. 


CHAPTER  I. 

1742-1774. 

Chief  actor  and  arena — First  male  child — Early  patriotic  influences — Robert- 
son’s first  visit  to  Watauga — Peril  of  life — Removes  to  Watauga — Watauga 
government — Boone’s  defeat — Leases  from  Indians — Robertson’s  embassy  to 
Cherokee  nation 17—34 

CHAPTER  II. 

1774-1777. 

March  of  General  Lewis  to  Point  Pleasant — Battle  at  the  Point — Purchases  of 
lands  from  Indians,  etc. — Acts  urging  patriots  to  independence — Robertson  in 
command  at  Watauga — Petition  and  remonstrance  of  citizens  at  Watauga — 
Washington  District — English  agent  urges  savages  to  destroy  Watauga  settle- 
ments— Fort  Lee  and  John  Sevier 37-51 

CHAPTER  III. 

1777-1780. 

Indians  hostile — Colonel  Christian  invades  the  Cherokee  country — Robertson 
commands  a company — Colonel  Evan  Shelby — Major  Anthony  Bledsoe — 
Robertson  agent  to  Cherokees — Dangerous  but  serviceable  mission — Wash- 
ington county  — Question  of  independence  — Some  proceedings  against 
to  ties 53-69 


CHAPTER  IV. 

1779. 

“Regulators”  in  the  backwoods— Going  farther  by  land  and  water — Explorations 
on  Cumberhiiid — “ The  cold  winter  ’ and  Christmas  day — Pioneers  arrive  at 
French  Salt  Lick — Voyage  of  the  Donelson  party 61-C9 
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INDEX. 


CHAPTEIl  V. 

1779- 1780. 

The  Lick  and  wild  animals — First  Indian  “ sign” — Government  of  the  Notables — 
May-day — Robertson  elected  Colonel — Seven  stations — Compact  cf  govern- 
ment— Original  signatures — Comments..... .81-100 

GHAPTEE  YI. 

1780- 1781. 

Indians  drive  away  the  game — Anxiety  and  suffering  among  stationers — Robert- 
son visits  stations  in  Kentucky — First  person  killed  by  Indians — Others 
killed — Settlement  at  mouth  of  Red  River  abandoned — Dreadful  slaughter — 
British  instigation  — Slaughter  in  all  directions  — The  Stumps,  Spencer, 
Buchanan,  and  IMansker — The  first  wedding — Making  of  salt — NeeUy  kille>i, 
and  daughter  captm’ed — Clover  Bottom  defeat — Successful  hunt— Proposal  to 
abandon  the  country — Captain  Rains — Return  of  Colonel  Robertson — Attack 
of  Freeland’s  Station — ‘'The  said  Hood,” lO-S-124 

CIIAPTEE  YII. 

1781. 

Clark,  the  poet — Dunham’s  Station,  or  “ Belle-lMeade”  and  Park — Rains  and 
Castleman’s  “ still-hunt” — The  scalped — Battle  of  the  Bluff — Perils  in  the 
wilderness — A time  to  marry  and  a time  to  be  born ,.,.127-lo7 

GHAPTEE  YIII. 

1782. 

The  brilliant  sleet — Disquietude — Castleraan’s  gun — News  of  battle  of  King's 
Mountain — Proposition  to  depart  again  discitssed  and  settled 140-146 

GHAPTEE  IX. 

1782. 

The  tories — Religious  sentiments — Nuts — Roughness  and  toughness — Marvellous 
case  of  “the  said  Hood,”  or  the  “opossum” — Turkeys — Cookery — Kilgore's 
Station — the  Peytons — A council  called — The  discussion  and  resolution — 
“Fight  it  out” — Andrew  Ewin  and  the  remonstrance — Genera!  Smith — Pre- 
emption rights — News  of  independence — Chickamauga  Indians — Hominy  mill, 
and  other  mills 147-107 

GHAPTEE  X. 

1783. 

“Hurrah  for  us!” — Revival  of  anomalous  governraeiu — Commissioners  to  lay  off 
land  for  General  Greene — A merchant — Dressing  of  skins,  and  dres- — 
.rVrrivals  from  “ The  Natchez” — The  Notables  had  much  to  Jo 
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GIIAPTEK  XI. 

1783. 

Proceedings  of  the  Notables — Comments — The  “first  of  April” — County  of  David- 
son— Character  of  General  Davidson — Court-house  and  Prison  — Nash- 
ville 182-201 

CHA.PTEK  XII. 

1783. 

“Washington  District”  divided — Mero  formed — Why  so  called — Spanish  intrigues 
and  jealousy — “Destiny” — Providence — The  land  of  fire ,203-208 

CHAPTEK  XIII. 

1781. 

Commissioners  again  from  North  Carolina — First  court — Measures  to  arrest 
“piratical  proceedings” — “Oath  of  office,  of  abjuration,  and  the  test” — 
Town  of  Nashville — Colonel  Nash — Character — Dimensions  of  houses — Fines 
for  various  ofi:'euce3 — Correspondence  with  Spanish  and  French  officers — 
“Battle  of  White's  Creek”— Forts  in  Sumner  county — “Cask  of  red  wine” — 
Taylor’s  hat  and  meat 210-229 

CHAPTEK  XIY. 

1785. 

Spanish  schemes  and  Indian  outrages — Colonel  Robertson  representative  to  North 
Carolina  Legislature — Davidson  Academy — A young  judge — An  old  warrior — 
Stationers  not  liable  to  suits  out  of  Davidson — Legislation  against  distil- 
leries— Treaty  of  Hopewell,  and  discontent — Sugar-coated  pills — Bledsoe's 
Lick : 232-242 


CHAPTEK  XV. 

1786-1787. 

The  sufferers  near  Clarksville — Defeat  of  John  Peyton  and  party — Two  lawyers — 
Colonel  Robertson’s  opposition  to  Hopewell  treaty — The  State  defrays  no  debt 
of  the  settlements — Gave  full  power  to  County  Court — Colonel  Robertson  and 
Chickasaw  chief,  Piomingo 24G-249 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

1787. 

Distinguished  magistrates  in  Sumner — Indian  massacres  continued — Robertson 
and  Hays  repia-sentaiives  — Their  journey  to  Tarborough — Statement  of 
the  sufferings  of  their  constituents  — The  Toka  or  Cold  Water  expedi- 
tion  233-257 
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